


THE 


FAMILY EXPOSITOR: 

OR, A 

PARAPHRASE AND VERSION 

OF 

THE NEW TESTAMENT; 

WITH CRITICAL NOTES. 

and a practical improvement of each section. 

BY 

PHILfP DODDRIDGE,!?J). D. 

IN SIX VOLUMES. 

VOL. II. 

containing trb latter fart of 

THE HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

AS RECORDED BY THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 

DISPOSED IN THE ORDER OP AN HARKONT. 

TENTH EDITlON-^CAREFtJlLY CORRECTED. 

TO WHICH IS PREMXED, 

A LIFE OF THE AUTHOR, 
Br/ANSkR&W KIPPIS,.D.D. F.R.S. and S.A. 


SiMt Scr^UTie turn dthaa mete > Nee dectpw t» eu, nec dec^nam ex dt! 


LONPON: 


PRINTED FOR F. C. AND J. RITINQTON ( JOHNSON AND CO.j W. OTRIDCS AND RONj 
J. WALJEER; DARTON and HABTEY, J.NUKN; C. law; LONGHAN, HURST, REII^ 
ORMB, AND CO.; CADKLL AMD DAVIES; VSRNOR, MOOD, AND CO.; CROSRY AND CO.; 
S.CVTHHLL; LACRINUTON AND CO.; J. 1I.'WMAN; MATHRWS AMD LBIOJH; I. HATCSAHD; 

H.«CBOi;gr; j. richardiom; i.pauldsr; and w. pople. 


18 U. 





PREFACE. 


publication of this second volume of the FAMILY 

EXPOSITOR hath been delayed so long, beyond iny 
own expectation, and that of my friends, that it may perhaps 
seem necessary to introduce it with an apology for that delay. 
But it would be tedious to enumerate a variety of circum¬ 
stances which have concurred to occasion it. It is generally 
known, that the unusual severity of the last winter laid a kind 
of embargo on the press ; and they that arc at all acquainted 
with the business of printing, will easily apprehend, that un¬ 
der the most faithful and careful direction, a work of con¬ 
siderable bulk IS liable to many other interruptions, even 
where the manuscript is entirely finished before the impres¬ 
sion is begun. But after all, the chief reason why this hath 
been published no sooner, is (what 1 hope my subscribers will 
easily excuse) the large addition 1 have made of more than 
fifty sheets to the hundred which I was by the proposals 
obliged to deliver. 

On the mention of this, I think myself obliged to renew my 
thanks to those, who, by honouring rnc with tliLur names and 
encouragement on this occasion, have put it into my power to 
publish the work with such improvements; and shall think my¬ 
self happy, if those improvements, however laborious and ex¬ 
pensive to the author, may render it more acceptable and 
useful to them. 

The tables prefixed to the first volume are included in this, 
and represent the disposition of the harmony in so clear a view, 
that by comparing them together it would not be difficult to 
find any particular text. But a deference to the request of 
some of the subscribers, engaged me to add another table at 
the end of this volume (of the same kind with that in Mr 
Bonnel’s Harmony,) which will at once direct both to the 
section and page where any verse may presently be found. 

VOL. II. a 
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Icannot pretend so much as toconJecturM|^|d|Uj|||||^vljy^j]de 
of niy undertaking will be completed. 

ceed in it as fast as my health and other afFairj|L^iJI permit. 
Ill the mean time, I think it necessary to obscrveT^iat I have, 
by the advice of some considerate and judicious friends, de¬ 
ferred the index, and some other things which I intended to 
have thrown into an appendix here, till 1 have finished what 
I am preparing on the Acts ; that so they may stand, as they 
ver}’^ properly will, at the end of the historical books of the 
New 'I’estanicnt. 

I low far tile subscribers to these two volumes may think it 
proper to encourage the rest, must be referred to themselves. 
In the mean time, as that must be exceeding precarious which 
depcrals on the continuance of one man*s life and health, 1 
woiiM desire pcnnission here to take leave of my friends, at 
ItMst for the prcscMit, with such a serious address as may be 
the rrio^t substantial expression of my sincere gratitude and 
lespect. 

I shtmld have thought, my honoured friends, that I had 
made you a very unworthy return for this public token of 
your regard to mo, if I had ofTcred you merely an amusement^ 
though ever so critical and pnltle. It had been much better, 
on both sides, that the work should never have been under¬ 
taken or perused, than that these Divine authors should be 
treated like a set of profane classics ; or that the sacred and 
luomciitous transactions they relate should be handled and 
r>.ad like an invented tale, or a common history. I have of¬ 
ten reminded nujself of it, and permit me now. Sirs, solemn¬ 
ly to remind yoUy that these are the ynemoirs of the holy 
Jesus, the Saviour o^ sinful men, whom to know is life eternal^ 
and whom to neglect is everlasting destruction. We have 
here the authentic recoids of that gospel which was intended 
as tlie great medicine for our souls; of that character which 
IS our pattern ; of that death w'hich is our ransom; of him, in 
shoit, whose name wc bear as we are professed Christians^ 
and^j^bre whose tribunal we are all shortly to appear, that 
our eternal existence may be determined, blissful, or miser¬ 
able, according to our regard to what he has taught, and done, 
and endured. Let not the greatest therefore think it beneath 
tJieir ixoticc; nor the nu‘anest imagine, that^ amidst all the 
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most necessary car^ and labours, they can Bnd any excuse^ 
for neglecting, or even for postponing it. 

Had I not been fully convinced of the certainijj and im~ 
portance of Christianity^ I should not have determined to de¬ 
vote my whole life to its service (for on the principles of natu¬ 
ral religion^ I know the soul to be immortal^ and should expect 
nothing but its ruin in the ways of the most sanctified fraud } 
but as I am thus convinced, I must make it my humble ie> 
quest to every-one that enters on the perusal of these vulumos. 
that they may, for a little while at least, be the employment 
of bis retired hours ; and that as he proceeds from one section 
to another, he would pause and reflect, “ Whose -xords do I 
“ hear ? Whose actions do I survey ? Whose sufferings do 
** I contemplate?” And as all must know they arc the words, 
the actions, and the suffetings of Jesus the Son of God, our 
supreme Lord, and our final Judge, let it be farther and \ery 
seriously inquired in what degree the obvious and confessed 
design of the glorious gospel has been practically regarded 
and complied with : ** Can I, in my heart, think that I am a 
“ disciple whom such a Master will approve, and whom he 
“ will choose for his attendant in that world of glory to which 
** he is now gone Let the plainness of tins advice be for¬ 
given ; for such is the temper and conduct of most who call 
themselves Christians, that, if this religion be true, theii 
cold and unaffecting knowledge of the history of Christ, aiul 
of i\\c purposes of his appearance, will only serve to furnish 
out matter for eternal sclf-accusation and remorse: and he is, 
at best, but a learned and polite infidel who would not rather 
be the instrument of conducting the lowest creature, capable 
of reading or hearing these lines, to the saving knowledge of 
a crucified Redeemer, than fill the most refined nation witli his 
own applause, while the grace of the Saviour is forgotten, or 
his senice neglected. 

1 have yet one farther request to add to those of my readers 
svho are heads of families; which is, that they would please to 
remember the title of the work, and consider it as chiefly in¬ 
tended in its most essential parts, for a Family Expositor. 1 
heartily rejoice in the reason which I have to hope, that, low 
as our religious character is fallen in these degenerate da}S. 
acts of domestic worship are yet performed by multitudes ut 
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Christians of various denominations: yeti cannot but fear, 
that the scriptures are not so constantly read at such seasons 
as they formerly were; an omission which must be to the 
great detriment both of children and servants. One would 
think, that those who believe the Divine authority of Scripture, 
and its wfinite importance, should be easily prevailed upon 
to restore this useful exercise, at least for one part of the day; 
and I would hope, that what I here offer them may render it 
more agreeable and useful. It would give me inexpressible 
delight to find that this is the case in those families with 
which I am most intimately acquainted ; and would be an»en- 
couragement to hope this work may be proportionably useful 
in places and times to which neither my observation nor in- 
telligoncc can extend. 

I shall conclude this preface, with my hearty prayers, that, 
w’cak and imperfect as these labours are, the Divine blessing 
may every wheie and alxaays attend them ; and that it may 
rest on all who have patronized them, and on all who shall 
peruse them! May every prejudice against the truth of 
Christianity, or against its power, be vanquished ! May the 
most mscnsible minds be awakened to attend to religion, and 
may the weak and languisliing be animated to press on to 
greater attainments in it! May those that are preparing for 
the semee of the sanctuari/ (as every part of this performance 
is their concern,) be by every part of it more abundantly 
furnished for the various duties of their important office ' 
And may those who are as yet but babes in knowledge, through 
the Divine blessing gi'ow by that sincere milk of the word, 
which is here presented, as I trust, in its genuine simplicity! 
In a word', may many persons, families, and larger societies, 
rccffive devout pleasure and solid lasting improvement from 
it; that the great God, of whom and through whom are all 
things, may in all be glorified, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in all the sacred vol’imes, and especially here, is the 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First 
and the Last, to whom be everlasting honour, love, and obe¬ 
dience! Amen. 


North\M pTON, August Q, I7in. 
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TBE LATTER,f®%dF 


AS ItECORtf^n 


■»' :. V ' ' ’'^ - ''■, 


’ ,' I . '• - 't,'*" ' 

SEGT.'-XC^'-''’''''"'' 


Christ goes up to a mouHtethy vsheH ‘M is fran^uredf and 
discourses with hh dise^^s concerning ike expectation the 
Jews had "of Elijah./ XVlt. I— iS. ]VJ?trfe. IX« 

Luke IX. 28—36. ' , » " ■ ' ’ 


MARK IX. TBB. 2.— 
AND [Luke, it 
^ ^ I amt* to pass] af¬ 
ter !,i\ d.iys, [Lt/KE, 
01 about eight days 
aflor these say injri,] 
Jesus takcthviithhiiti 
Peter, a'd .Jaittrs, and 
John fli’s brother,] 
and leadoth tliem up 
into an high moun¬ 
tain apaitli. llieui- 
SL'lie*.. (Li h>, to 
prav.] [Mai- XVII. 
1. Ix'Ki: IX. 2d<.] 

Luke tX. 2^. And 
IS he pray 0 ( 1,1 Mark, 
lie wan transfigured 


, ' MARK IX. VER. 2, ' . . 

it came tc pass after six daksp 
you ijoelude th(^ $rist about eight 

days after these discoutS([s> .whidb tvei'e related 
in the two last sectioui^' Jesus took'with him 
those three disctjiles whom jhe honoured ^vith 
sofuetlrin^ofapecuharintimRCy, (compare Mark 
't 37, and Mat. xxvi, 37,) namely, Peter and 
Jamesy and his brother Johrti ^d brought 
them up privatelfy to an high mi>untain apart 
liom the people,* whithert Ue,retired, io pray; 
intending,^ as he often did, to spend'the night 
in that holy exercise.**' 

And as he was prayings it came to pass that 
he was siiddL'iily., in a most glorious manner, 




Lnlc^sl 

IX. 29.# 


* An Mfh mmntmn oparl from tho poo- coiyrrturo, tli%t-^inc(’ Christ WKaJiist lM- 
ple J .Ipjnomti'Uii n», (Kpist, 17 19 ) thnl Tore neaiT Cesarea Phiitppi this must be 
tliera was In .so anuicnt tradi- innetghliombood oa 

t loH th^t tfaiiF, waaj^a'npt Ta1}9;^ which wmdb' (ihetif ^srt^oaoii’a cah-as had been 
lay )u Uio ufae of ;£e*;i]lon. Ifiii'$tanding. i^shil^wd i p^or ,wfiich be thinKi it a 
«pa f, (^Mt. M^u|i4ren kiiidof toup^h thrt the Shekinali was 

it does, Trtt\els*|I, 1\'2 )i» thi** gioifi<iAMny it bad 

argument Wjproie for dint beet;|. alli^ted by btoUitry. Sef- 

ijo-co^'. sigbiAea ,0t wpsf a p«ta» VoL,l. p. iff.-' , 

rdircnibnt, akick havo'b^n, ■-- spd^'tha night in tbnt'hoty ex- 

had It made part of a rrd'gA of nfoan-,. Thltt epiKxir$ from .Lulto lx, 37, 

tuns, ' o«cvfr^!fe,this hajipebedatthf ■ n<ad,0!f thtiAfo»««.?'dow« iiw'tt 

di'.(iiiic‘c f siy tjav'b, there seems tb;be t\e mi^tatn lit-.-u if e.ty.' }i6ii p> H. 
l. i’ ulilo probabditv in Mt Flcmiim’i 

Ji. ■ h 1 






M«rk 
]\ 4. 


( uk«' 
IN. :.L 


Christ is transfigured on a mountain. 

irai}'>l/iiurcfl in (heir presence; and the form f^lieforc them, and! 
his rountrnatae was changed,^ [so (hat] hts face IJX 

shone with a brio htness like that of the sun, and (crud, [ that hi> 
Ills wholi* body was cloth».*(l with such a lusirc, dulshme as ttn 
' as.shoid! rliroijoh his raiment^ insomuch that 
the appearance of it was all white and dazzling^ gii terms, IMauk, 
shining so exceedingly ^ that it seemed as white siuiniig evcecdijig 
as snow, \yed\ as resplendem a. 0,e light itself ”iJ.J" 

to so gieat a (legn*e as no fuller on earth could as no fuller im 
whiten it. Such a glory did God confer on liis t'rth ean white 
Son, as an earnest of that in which lie was fiii- 
ally to appeal; and he permitted these his sor- ‘ " 

\ants tost'e it, that they might not he ofFended 
at those scenes of deep abasement in which 
they were shortly to attenri him. (Compare 
IVlui. xxM. 31, s' Ct clxxxii.) 

j'/nd hehcht there appeared to them., at the m*p.k ix 4 . And 
same, time that they saw tlieir Lord in this [tj»li")d} ti.rw .iji- 
splenditl foim, /rr ' men, that were talking with 
de.sus in a lAugiiaee and accent winch the three taikm., wuh 
apiostlcs heard aiul uiuier.stood, M’f'/'e known fiohr, wim-ii luu- 
to he Moses the gri'at giver, and Elijah the \ 

zealous restorer of the law. These were tlie 
jjersons whom they saw with Christ, in whose r.isri.x ni Mii<> 
honour tlicir respective, ministrations termmat* 

. . * I ... , and spake ol lu'»dL. 

eel; who appearing to their view m lorm.s ol 
glory, somewhat resembling that whicli he now .m ompii-h .itjun 
wore himself, spake of his exit, or depart ure out 
of the present hie and state, which he wa^ 
shortly after, even at the ensuing passover, to 
accomplish at Jerusalem suggesting and en¬ 
larging on such thoughts as were proper to ani¬ 
mate liim to so painful and glorious a eonilict. 

Bat Peter, and they that were with him, even tin-y that WtlC Wltll 


‘ Thc/oim of hts cnitnhn'ii.rr Ofli thati/f.- 
ft!. 1 Th's was so stnkm ' a cuciimstanu;, 
tii.it I'aiiiapiiis (\it. Jaintd. )) '!?.) rc- 
l.sif's a story ot .iainbliciis, who It vei-tns 
tviiluiitly td bo bonowod fruRi this, as 
many lliin^s which I’hilostratus tellii us 
of Apolluiiius I’yaneuf seem also to ha\o 
been buiruwcd fiom uiher histones rc- 
••(iKb'd of {.‘lirM by the cvaiuichst). 

>* tl htie anil tlazshni^.'\ The words 
i • i^nrf'itrluY may literally be ren- 
•Ured. tth/lf oi lij/kimnif; but as this 
< lauso.st.iiids here oonneeted with pa- 
i.illcl passages in other cv.ingelists, I 
. )ni-f to rendor it thtz ling, thatsomepro- 


f)Ci gTadation might be ubsened \rhi< b 
wiiuld otherw ISO ba\c been destiuvcd. 

*' Sjjal.e III hts e.iil, vhith ke loas shutiltj 
lit anomi liJi ht ./ervia/fW.] Dr tliiililiiuud 
and liC (Jlirc sum greatly mistaken in 
ri 'iTrnig this to Chiut’" vietoiy o'er the 
impeniteut Jews in the dcstruetion of 
Jeriisalciii bv thr Romans; furthoiiglithc 
word .fa{^ dill s sometimes signily a >iii- 
liiarif exji&iiiic'i, (aCt Msiur. Observ. Vol. 
I. p. 219.) yet it IS plainly used lui 
deaUi, or di'purluie ml til Ihe vmiIiI, 2 Pet. 
i. and Wisd. in 2, which suitunni b 
better bcie willi the constuiCUon. * 
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^Die disciples are astonished and afraid. 

l. im, were heavy »uii the two other disciples, did not see the begin- 5.£ct. 

plortous vision, nor hear the whole 
hi!,ffiory,andthet\vo or this wonderful and eddying discourse; 
nivii that stood with weaiied with the labours of the preceding day, 
they xci’re quite overburdened and sunk down 
%'ith sleep; but being awakened tyith the splen¬ 
dour of those rays which pierced through the 
darkness of the night that had before favoured 
their slumbers, tfiey saw, to their inexpressible 
astonishiiieiit his unusual glory, and the two 
men xvho were standing with him, and lieaid 
the conclusion of their conference, from whence 
'.j—.\n<i it came they collected who they were/ ytnd if C(PneZ^> 
iwrtr.i from him,' ^'[poss that, jiist OS they were departing Jrom 
ivtc'/[.niswmci juHj/ kwi, Peier answered and said uni 1) Jesus, Mas- 

trr^i't il'^mo'rfo^ 'is clrcum- 

to’hr hrrc^'aiui [If this: let this glnnou.s appearance and 

tiioii will] let iis converse be prolonged; for we could delight to 
inati ihi.i(']thrci'ia-all tlic remainder of our days thus; and 
'MirlC miH i'lire !,'![ therefore, // t-ioii please<t, kt us make three 
Mi-o’s, rn<i Clio tor tcuts hevc,^ fo)' Thee one, and for Moses one, 

I ii.is [.’Mat. x\ II. for Elijah, that thou with rliem mayest 

Mmik i\. (1 For hinge here ui apiore convenient manner. I nis :>i.sr;i 
h" not fich-L, was indeed a wild kind of proposal, ill suiting l-X.'• 
wii.it ii(> s.tiH, f,rj the state of these glorified persons, ortho suh- 
VIM ^ ^^^afuiid tiieir laic dis-eourse: but it is the less to 

m. im i\ I'] ] he wondered at, considering the great surjirise 

which Peter was,/oj' he knew not what he. 
said, fofj should say ; Joy such was the ciTeet it 
hrul on him and the two other di'Ciples who 
were tilt n jirescnt, that i/uy xOt re tasll) Ierri¬ 
ft d .It the majesty of this unpiiralleietl sight, 
which broke out upon tlieui at oiice in so un- 
e.\])eetcd a niaiiner. 


‘ ili'.srd the I'oiirliiiion of tlic ir foii- 
fi II ni'c, OiV.J It iinj^lit Ill’ll pcili.ifj', h.ui' 

bi oil jiioiirrllity iioold h<viclii*aid the 
-.Jt i!i ut It find iiiulit inl( ml to it ■ v.il 
some of ihobc tbiii^s tii the in 1 )\ the ''pi¬ 
nt, .i"d the knowli'difO td otliors i(ii'.;lit 
lie H'st'iM'd to thi. disL'ou'rii'M ol tlie 
lii'.ut Illy '.i.slt, 

^ /tl Us mute (It’fe iruts Avif.] Mr. 
rieiiiiii» tliinkb it IS as if ho li.id snid, 
“ lord, III tins inountai'i bt: to lsi ml 
" now w 1 i.ll Sinai was to oiii I'allieii; 

‘ 'n.lil, .Is it wC'ie, thy eolirt lieii’', and 
“ b till'piople lO'Oit iiithLi to Umiitliy 
*' > .ii 'lid pa\ then liiiill.tl;' to lliee, ,ll- 
" ti ■'! o’In tl.i'i t!i\ gloiifii'dsi'i\anti!.” 
M 11 ' it 1.1 I'totlJll) , Vol ) ji 4 ” ) 


But this ci’cms too pu’at .1 rcliiieiiient, 
and too del*]) <1 s< licine I latlmr e's.isc 
to t tlicm )is words ot ' JjIii sms 

tuiftthi, iiitciidr'il i.KTilv to expiL'Ss the 
/i/i'iitf/i,’they h.id ill what the\ saw .md 
lioard 'I ho puipos.il was, .is St. JVI irk 
obstrvcs, very irnjnopcr; imi porhapa 
fow. m such in astonislmi!' ciiomnst. .ee, 
I'ould ha>e hoeii peifeolly masters of 
thciniflicii.—Tiie tents thc\ pio|>osC'd 
to build, must be oi'ily kli^^ht h.its m 
boucH. and thcic is ii.. rcas.iii al all to 
siipposi, th''v meant .iny <!mnpti>o'is ta- 
lioiii.ii’lcs like tint i.t’ ^’iisi- 11 th.‘ wil- 
ditiicss, .md ih.it no sm h id. a mi^lit 
.iceub iiiillv ho r.ii i H, I ohoso to iis'* 
tile vuiil tfUs 


! ” 



4 A tuiiv frnm‘heaven declares him to he the Son of God. 


sCCT, 

xc.‘ 


Tllko 
IX. 5 


Mat. 
II. 0. 


Maik 
JX. 3. 


uliida'! /i(' n'a<; speaking ihiiSy hhold there 
came a bright cloudy which in a meist surprising 
infiniier spn atl itself over the top of the monn- a [bright] doua, and 
tain, and oversfuidotted fhew all; and the (Ji-sci- orer'.hadowedthem: 
pies were seized with such a kind of religious lue^mendimothe 
horror, that tkeyjetired when they entered into cioud [M^r X' ir. 
the cloudy^ and saw it diffused on every side of 5--.:-fAi.K ix. 7 —| 
‘,them. Ami behold, an c\er nn’iiun aide circum- ,hciVrn)ic''a'u>jce 
.stanee then happened ; for there came a most o„t of the «loud, 
awful t>ouc out of Hie cloud, as the sacred sym- flinch i,udj This k 
hoi of (jrod’'^ immediate pro-sence, tvhich said, beloved son, [in 

j/iis IS mi/bdovea tn whom I am aw/pleased,] hen [js] 
phased ,' hear ye him therefore with the bum- him (Mai xvii,— 
bk.st submission and obedience, as the ohjeci.^' 
of rny drarcst complacency, and your surest 
ipjidc to duty and happiness, in all respects su- 
]ierior to the greatest of your prophets. 

And when the disciples^ heard [this voicci] they Mat. xvii i, 
fell prostrate on ihvir faces to the ground with ’be disn- 

the humblest reverence, ami tnre exeeedingly feii „„ iiim f.too 
ttrrifitd by this tremendous mam festal.on of ai.dwcic'iorc.ilniid 
[the present I'leity. And Jesus, knowing their "> And Usos < muo 
confusion, came and touched them, and "‘“i 
Itise. up, and he not ajraid', infusing into tliern, i,e not afijui.*’ 
at the sam(‘ moment, a .secret strength and for¬ 
titude of nund. (Compare Dan. x. 10, IP.) Mapk IX 3 .And 
And m a sudden, while the heaveidy voice was "ly fi ' «i'» 
ufteied, Jesus was Jound alone, Moses and Kli- 
jah disappearing in a moment; \ana] the disci- alone, cn./] 


I* 7 A" r ri.wr n Iri^hl chtui, and over- 
thmluid ific’ni. iii’.] I (annot think it 
piolublo, (though j late emlnetit critic 
h.i'. -o I'xpljincd It,) that this onlv mnau'; 
that iiif chml rad a di id iv which fell nii- 
niT them, h‘U ralhiT that it ip endo.er 
lh‘j nn u>itaiH , and this not like .1 canopy 
orumbrellri, hut th.it it eosond it in 
Mil'll n manner as a t loud ities, \ (I with 
(Ins dillercnec, that it wai rnoiu like n 
fhiek sniukc than a shower; and that 
whereas the skiiU of eloiids aie gene 
rdll\ larcr than the, cciitntl parts, this 
•MIS darker toiv.irils the edees, a glory 
heiim in Cr midst • and pi bdbly 11 w.is 
the iLirkcr part with which the apusIleH 
trcie (‘U^ eloped, while the exteti^nf glory, 
(.IS St Petci calls it “2 Pet i. 17 ) seciti> 
(d miiih liigliei, .and the rays of il were 
much atlempercd, by that pait of the 
•hiiiilv Mil winch was betwicn it and 


them. And thus we know, tu.it the ^hc- 
kiiiah had .ipjieaied in loriiit 1 .>ge,>, pm- 
tieiilail^^ lien 11 .took pos^t'-snui -d the 
tabeinadci of Mosc^, i,\od \l li, ’. 7 , 
and the temple ul Soliiiiiuii, 1 Kinss mu. 
U 11. 

■ hi udiom T an it'cU pfeau-d J Though, 
nech’r Mark nor Luke have given us 
ihcac words, we ina;i be -urc that they 
WM< really spoken, as we havc the coii- 
euirnit tesliinuiiv both id MaUhciv, ,ind 
Ilf ] c.er, who has Ums quoted tliem, 0 
Pet 1 17. Some have tlmuglit their be- 
iiig oinilled bv Mark, an mmrrdiou 
that Peter did not rev.eA iIku ii(.<-pel 
with anv ^reat .kciiirai V, eupposmg it 
waS'( 0 S Clernc ns Alcxaudiinus lepori'.,) 
put into Ins hands.—Perhaps (he com¬ 
mand that In .idded to 'tear k‘ni, may 
refer to that solemn chaige to Aeur tiu' 
great pwphe', Oci t xviii. i 



He charges his disciples to conceal it till he nm riu'it. 

tlicybadlhtliiptbeir Upon tile killil Cll- sKcl; . 

SuDd abJuJ’^ibeJ touragement that he had given then), [mul\ xi^ 
5a« no man any looking mind ahout tlictn for tlie persons ilu i/ 


more, have .iesi,b on- had sftMi but just beforc, suwnonuniuiw mori’f 
hut Jesus onh ^'ifh themselves^ who now again 
fAhL IX. . 3 ( 1 .—J app.,*anng in his uhual form', graciously entered ,, 

into conversation with them' in the same con¬ 
descending manner he was used to do. 

<1 And as Hify Jnd OS tiu ij came dou'H from the mountain 01 ) 

° "'hicli this wondeiful transaction had passed, Je- 

clKiracd t>em that strictlv cfiarged fke^yt^ inat they s/mdd ftil 
ihej should till no no one umiit they had seen, unless it weiv xehen 
inniiiih-itunnssthoy ^ ' from the dead; lest, 

of man mre usi'r till that glorioUs evidence was giten of bistli- 
fi.'miiieiiiMii i[.Mn. imo mission, this story should aj)pear as an 
^rn^Amltiip kp,t’die dream, or an incredible tale. wlnm li> 
th.li s,r>ing^ with h(; spake of rising from the dead, they laid hold 
fiieinsviits, qiH' - on that ivovd^ disputing among themselves U'hat 
tioinng one with .i- rising from the dead could mean ; fur ns of- 

iing from Hn; dv.id ti'C) uTul a.s plainly, as Lhri.st bail declared it to 

should mean [And them, they coiild not persuade themselves to un- 

(ht v k'yi a close, ^^g^stand it in a litoral sense. However, in obe- 
and told no man 111 . , , i .7 

Hio^o days any of diotice to the charge he gave lliern, ttuy 
(hijM Hungs which tvere silent as to what had pissed, and told no 
|hi') had seen ] the things zohtc/i i/iei/ 

I UCKK i\ Jii 'ill ^ 

had now seen and heard. 

Wai. XVII. 10. his disciples, as they could not doubt but Mat.' 

And hi.> di.dpifs he was the Messiah, took that opportnniry of^vn. I' 
\vh then’ ITv'u' tlicmsolves as to a scruple which liad 

scriL*'7ii.it^*^i-£ minds, and asked him, sajj- 

tnirtt tnsi <omc> mg, fVhj/then do the scribes, the teachers of 
IMiimlx. 11.] nation, and profes.sed students of the law, 

SOI/, that Elijah must first come beibre the Mes- 
siidi appear ^ Is this vision, that we have now 
seen, all the coming of that prophet' which was 
to be expected ? 

1 1 And .fesus an- jud Jesus replying, said unto them, It does 11 
Wly .“r'P«»r from 'l‘“ scripture, that fiyuA 
shall first come, and shall first comc to make way lor the Messiah, 
rcstoic all Ui'ing'?; and regulate all things^ by preaching repeiN r, 


I* Ihey laid hnid nn that word,] So I 
think riv Jtoyo7 fMrfli7>)T/»)i may nioJt lite¬ 
rally be rendered , tne verb often signi¬ 
fying III to// h/dd Off, and, in consequence 
*it that, reiofuUlif to re'ain ; blit never, 
Hi.it 1 can recollect, to Irejf a ta^et. 

' jDii* ((, JTat, IK. lV, hii. S; Majk 


xii ]2»j and Rev, ax. '2 —I linnk the 
words tjo®. jflufwj ‘'lioaldbejoinetl witn 
they .ire with the same hdhI 
Alark i. Hi; u Iti; Luke xxii '^1, 
and Acts iv, 29, 

* Shad jiTil come andi^sathtc all th/n;, ’>.] 
it is 2 'lain that rrs-t'-Vf vju hr re. fas 



\i He discourses with theiii of the coming of Elijah. 


iMcr. tance anJ reformation : andyet, how little is the h""’ *1“^ ^is wni- 
xc. mlluenoe that his coming will have upon a 

wit ked and ungrateliu gc’ncration And how snir^r in.my ihiims, 
1*^’ xeritten of-the Son of man himself,'" andbtMM.itnonRjji.l 
* that illustrious Person whom l''lijah is to iiuro- ’' J 

dnee ? Jt is plainly foretold, that he must suf~ 
for many things, and be contemptuously reject- 
c(I, which evidently implies that his forerun- 
ICner also sliall be. dhregarded, and his preaching 12 Hut i s-iyuiito 
'Blijjluod. And the even 50U know, has been pjjf 
aiisweialile to it; do imt tnereiorc expect ano- r(*a,iy, ami the v 
ther to ajipciir, but observe what I now say to knew imn not, but 
uou, while I assure you that' Elijah is k*vc dom. unt.) bun 

tome already, as it is written of fmn'' in van- ,.a, jas it is Ytriiicu 

tnis [lassagcs ol sciipture; (see Isa. xl. 3 , and o* hmi j iikiwiM- 

Mai. 111. i;) and they who pretended so eatjer- 

/y to expectliim, Ota aof AwoaJ and acknowledge [^^,111 jx j j ] 

him, but have treated him in the most arhitiarv 

and cruel mdiiner, even just as they phased, 

without any regard to piety,justice, or huniani- 

ty : and thus hi excise shall the Son of man fjnick- 

]y suffer by them, and with ihe utmost enmity 

and malice shall be persecuted by a liardcned 

jieopic, who will shew no more regard to him 

than to Ivijali his herald. 

13 Then the-disciples understood that he spake to 1 .i<‘n n.t' fii., 
them concerning John the Baptist, who w:is , ■‘i>'di.vin d u.. 
ibnitold under the name of Klijah, as the Mes. joiln u,riu!,o.''! 
siali was under tlmt of David. (Coinpiire Mai. 

IV. 1 ), and Kzuk. xxxiv. 'J 3 , 21 .) 


(t.-r-'X'/.'lurno-i;, Aoth in. 21;) o.iiinot, as il 
{;ni(tally does, signify to 

their loaner sUte, but only, in the ge¬ 
neral, rfUuang them to order. It is strango 
'■I’rnuUiari (do IJosur. cap. should 

infer from Ilf-Ill e, that IJijalitlu pro¬ 
phet is to come before Clin t’- sc-oiid 
xippearanee. flrotius lias »»-ll coiifiiiod 
that wild uotjoii in Ins aniiotatinn?, m 
]oi\ 

And ifrt how t'. It ilfrn of the Son of 
mn linn'L'lf ?] The cen-ftruction of 
thin sri'-e, in the original is asperpiex- 
fd as almost any in the New restamoni 
The Prussian Teslanietit, ahith Is fol- 
J'lwed bv the l.ite J'ii;!,Ioh v-rsion, len¬ 
ders It 1 lundlv and eleqantly enough: 
It !.<, tine,” ,,d.nl he, “ th.il i’lms must 
"jitreme to restc-'e all ll'ing'', .iiid 


“ that It is foretold of Jiiiii, .T' 111:11 a.s ol 
“ the Son of man, th.it In- sliould have 
“ much to sulfi'i, and be rejected witli 
“ eonteinpt ” Hut this is not ^tiuily 
agficable to the original, nor tan I find 
the .-riart^ rdoin of John the li iptist aiu 
winle toretold le the Old 'J r-tamc-nt I 
Chci'vi-Iheiefoie to reiiOt 1 this i lane .is 
a qiiestioi, — l iut xzi some.tirnes signi¬ 
fies [and yet,] eiideii ly appe.irs tioni 
.lohn V 40; Luke ix. 4J, Mat. win. 
'A ; and othei planes. 

" J lijiih 7t in.i>’(td coflS« already, a U n 
uTiften qf hm.] For the reason assigned 
111 the preei-ding note, 1 house to con- 
ntrt these two clauses, aiidcoiu le<lc ihat 
the wonK whn li lie between, both in the 
oiigiiial and in onr Iraiisl.itiou, are tolu- 
>ii< liided 111 a parentliesis. 



Reflections on the tran^fl^tfation of Christ, 


IMPROVEMEKT- 

How glorious and delightful Was this view of our blessed 
deemer, which the apostles had, when he was transpired before 
thaUj clothed, as it were, with the divipe Sh'ekimhy and shining 
with a lustre like tliat of the sun! How pleasing and how edi- 
fviiig must It be to them, to see with him Moses and Elijah, 3 
those two eminent saints who had so many ages ago quitted 
our world, but whose names they had often read in the sacred 
records, with wonder and reven ncc. 

Well might refer say, // U good for us to be here. Well 4 
might he be contented to resign his entertainments and his hopes 
elsewhere, that they might prolong these delightful moments, 
feasting their eyes with these divine visions, and their minds 
with these more than human discourses. INur can w^e w'nndev 
that the scene, transitory as it was, lelt so abiding a savour on 
his spirits, that in an epistle which he wrote many years after, 
and but a little before his death, he should single this story from 
a thousand others to attest it as he does, and to argue from it. 
(('omparc 2 Pot. i. 16—IS.) lint qh how much more desirable 
is It to stand upon mount Zion^ and to behold those brighter 
slorics which our Jesus wears in the heavenly regions ! I’o be¬ 
hold, nut merely Moses and Elijah, but all the prophets, the 
apostles, and martyrs; and, in a word, all the saints of God in 
every age, whether to us personally known or unknown, sur¬ 
rounding him in a radiant circle; and not only to behold them, 
but to converse with them. Lord, it is good for us to be ther'e, 
in our desires at least, and in our meditations, till thou pieasest 
to call us to that happy world, and to take us thither, wiicre no 
drort'stness w’lll cloud our eyes, tvhere no hurry will discompose 
our thoughts; but where the perfection of holiness and of love, 
shall east out every degree of terror, as well as of sorrow. is. 6 

In the mean time, let us reverently attend to that Saviour 
who apjiearcd in this map'stic form, and who comes recommend¬ 
ed to us with so nuiiy testimonials of his divine authority. He 
was again declared by a voice from heaven, to be the betooed^^'^' 
Son oj God; as such let us near him, receiving all his reve¬ 
lations with the assurance of faith, and all his commands with 
the obedience of love. If these sentiments govern our hearts . 
and our lives, the thoughts of that departure from this world, l-"*' 
which we are shortly to accomplish, will be no grief or terror ' 

to oUr souls, l.ike our blessed Master, we may connect the 
views of it, and intermix discourse ppon it, with the most de¬ 
lightful enjoyments and converse; nay, it will serve to render 
them yet more pleasing. For who would not long to be made 
V m/ormabk to Christ, even in his sitferings and death, if it may 



pf On the next dai/, the people seeing him, are amazed, 

stcT. be a means of transforming us into the rcbcmblance of hi.: 
xc, glories ’ 


'"4 


SECT. xcr. 


Christ, descending from the mountain on which he was tranfi- 
giiredy drives ail an evil spirit which had obstinately with- 
itooa the attempts of his apostles. Mat. XVII. it—21. 
Mark 1 \ 14 —2y. Luke IX ri 7 — 43 .— 


SECT. 

<XC1. 

I.UKt. 

3X. ri 


Mark 
IX. 14 


15 


Luke IX, 37. 

^IIUS flul niir Lord discourse with his three 
discij>les after he had been traii'.figured in 
so gJorioii.s a manner in their presenge: and it 
came to pass, that on the nc.rt day, when they 
came down frehn the mountain on which the 
night bad b-n'ii so (lolightl'ully spent, a great 
crowd of people met him. And, being come to 
the disciples, and particularly to the rest of the 
apostles, who, knowing iheir ma.stcr\vas on the 
hill, waited for him in the iidjacciU valley, he 
saw a great multitude around them, and, among 
the rest, some of the scribes and Lliarisecs, who 
were disputing wVh them, and endeavoured lo 
take the oppoitunity of then Master’s absence 
to expose and distress them. 

And immediately, as soon as lie came, near 
them, alt. the multitude seeing him, was struck 
into (istojiishmenf at those unusual rays of raa- 
jesi> and glory which yet remained on his coun¬ 
tenance and, running to him, they sidute.t 
him with the greatest marks of respect and af¬ 
fection: yet the scribes and Pharisees, without 


Ia'ke jx. r.T 

ANJ) it lam-r to 
pa^s, that ui) till 
next ilay, win ii they 
Bt-re (i>inc I low II 
from the hill, iiiui'h 
peoplo met Jtiin. 

M i n K IX 1 1 . 

Anil wlu’n In r aim' 

tu A'l (lisf.plis, 1,1 
saik j ipiiiT mil hi' 
tndi' uilii-iiit lln’m, 
null iliP M'lihes ')! 11 - 

ti‘>mii‘; BitlitlKiii 


15 And striii^lit. 
n.iv .ill tim I'L'iipl**, 
■nhi;n U.i'v tm'u'ld 
him, «<•!( uiimUi . 1 - 
ni.i/L'it, .uni, iiiii- 
111114 III liiiii, ^.ilaUij 
llUll 


* tUas slrtiil 'itlo 'mciniJti'i:' it, | It 
in strange that su frw oriliis '.lio' Id hrivi* 
said any thinii C'liiremms ilm nai-oii ol 
the iiudlitudt: s ht'iiii; 1liu& i:d, 

ttpoiildnot i .IS Portal t liikTsiippust s, 
ills (.oiiiiiig duwri tiiiiii ilii iii'iiiiiiain (hr 
d.iv if er I [ vf lit mi, tor 'Injywtri' ga¬ 
thered round i* in t nr < f Lit inn of his ihs- 
ri*iii, and 1 do iiiU i‘iinOinbiir that Im 
ci<T aonciiiiifJ mail' than one m^/U i;i 
si’i;li :i irlirt tticDi. Nor i,s it uasy tu 

iiiKigiii'', ilic iiinltniidc'wore r.u'lbr aiu 

.ii>|ut'hi.'ii ion, 'Iiei li(.-hiiil Ur, ii no l"ng 
I'l .1 I m that tiit'viii'ir ■"hoidd bealili 
I'l fi.' I l.iiii f Ii .(iui f lltov 

I'l Vi I.i !)) s ii.iliiij', ill,.re 111 III' 

' ISO, tthn.:i 1. pn 'Si' ti>’''ii' 


w'* read of Mu'rthat /Ar Oii/i < f /ii> it,.r 
ihn> I ( hen nv c'li’ir Co' n Ji. ri ihv 
(Ci'''‘jnri‘ K\oil. i\.u '0, 1 ( 1 , '.ml'2 
('or. Ill 7 "i Olio Bull'd iiidai-il Iia’i' on- 
f'l.U'd th.ttl.uki, Bill) has nKiinuiird 
tl p 1 -'re an sirphrii’s roiiiit ikuicc, 
ttJifn piradiiig Ids I’aw&ebcloir tlio s.in- 
hc'lrtUJ (Vi Is 11 1 7 ) bliunld han lukoii 

si.mi' until i* of ili" l.ipt hfi« supplied 
lint It is observable, bkirl tel’s the st"ri 
Ixfore, ns lir iiiun' u>rcv.!.i...iiiii illy i!i' n 
cittior of Ihi‘ other ev an''I lists, vilo li, 
h' the B’ay, IS anuthoi iiio-t rum iiii'iir; 
pvf'uf, Ihithis i,oi>p 1 ivas hot, i.is Mi 
W ill-ton s'lppo-os,) an aiii.‘^v,iiu.iit rJ 
M ’tihc'.i' 



A lunatic possessed with a dumb spirit is brought to him. 0 

regarding liis return, liontinucd tluiir ill-natured 
attack on his disciples. 

And, taking notice of the warm dispute 
were engaged in, he asked the scribes y What is 
the point you are debating, and what do you 
contend with them about f 
And presently, upon his making this inquiry, n 
'behold, a [certain] man of the multitude came, 
and kneeling down to him, answered the ques¬ 
tion in effect; and, crying out with a loud and 
eager voice, said, 0 thou great Teacher and 
Muter in our Israel, I have brought fheeviy 
poor afflicted son, who /ids for a long time been 
possessed with a dumb spirit i* vend the malici¬ 
ous demon has deprived him of the use of his 
hearing and speech : And, iii this moving ease, 

0 1.0! d, [ beseech thee look upon my son, for he 
ts mine only child , [and] yet, instead of being 
a comfort to me, is a most melancholy spect-i- 
cle of horror ; let me intreat thee, thi'reforc, tt> 
have compassion on [/t/i«,J for he is lunati, 
and grievously tormented with terrible fits, 
which frequently seize him, and sometimes rn- 
(laiigcr his life : for he oftenfallcthinto the fire, 
and often info the water. And behold, where~cer 
[//iiVj spirit seizes him, he has no strengtii (jr 
thought to take care of himself, but suddenly 
cries out in a most violent manner; and it con- 
wises him so, that he foams again'At thrmonlh, 
and gnashes xoUh his teeth in extremity of an¬ 
guish ; and thus he miserably pines, and withers 
away in the bloom of his age; and fiVj is wifh 
great difficulty that the malignant demon de¬ 
parts jrom /liin for a little while, having hr nisi d 
him to such a degree by violent distortions, 
that he is hardly able to use his limbs in the in¬ 
terval of these dreadful agitations. And I am .Aut 
persuaded there is some more than oidinary xvu. lit 
difficulty in the case; for I brought him to thy 
disciphs, and spake to [thttn] concerning him, 
and entreated [them] in the most affectionate 
manner to use their utmost efforts to east him 


lit Aiid he asked 
flu' scribes, What 
qfit'stioii > e with 

U.i-iji ? 

17 And [Luke, 
t'cliold, I [a lertam 
man] ot' the inui- 
titinJe, [kuceliii'^ 
diitvn tn him, I aii- 
sTcrcd mill [t.ukE, 
cued nut, sayink^,! 
Mastci, 1 ha^ e 

l)( iiii^lit unto tiicc 
my ''On, Mhii'h hath 
a dumb bpiiit , 
[Mai X\II. U, 
1 t kl IX. ')S.- J 

Mai WII. T. 
Loi'l, [1 bcx-ecti 
tiiCr, look iljiOll Ill) 
sdii, tor hr lb mine 
only tliild, v'//| 

tia^c int icy on ////ii, 
t‘'[ lie IS lunatic, 
•lUil s ac u'vcil foi 
oil liincs lio tallcth 
into tlm Inc, and 
ott into the water, 
[f i M I\.— ;S J 

1 1 kl' l.\ I)!) \nd 
III, I wtiiT(-o(;\i rj 

spirit takctli him, 

111* suddenly entth 

out, and it toaruth 
hiiii, lliat 111 lua 
nn til a.;am, [and 

'.piU'lieth with bis 
tcctli, and piiudi 
away ,| and hriiis- 
nil; li'ii), n haidly 
dcjwitoili fioiti him. 
[^TAl■.K l.\, is. —J 

Mat, XMl. Hi 
And I lirou^ht huu 
'o thy diSAiples, 
[and i-pakc to 
t/ie/K,] [Llhi., and 


*’//(' »A lunalic.^ Oroluis iviJl ob- tural in the Casej as the#*:/ 7 '/mi/would 
SCI 11that till!) woid (which <.■^a(’(ly an- nndonhtcdly take adsanl,T.;c of lb"' 
swtis the riyinolofiot the oiijtinal) disoidirs into which the bi.nii and o* i w , 
mi-bl wjlli great propiictv lic used, ol this iinh.ippv i hild ncii'tin jh :i 
’l■llllt'li'u w IS Mjtnitiini'' pntdiia- th" bii"-i', d llic i/n" , 



10 Tlie disciples being unable to cure him, Jesus is applied to; 



mscT. out ; and thiy could not accomplish it, nor heal 

xci. 

Then Jesus said in reply to him, 0 ye incre- 
,dulou\ and perverse generation of men, how long 
shall I bewifhyou before )ou will learn a be- 
ooimng regard to me ? IJow long shall I endure 
that infidelity which you are shewing on so 
many occasions ? And thus did he mean at 
once to reprove the weakness of faith in the fa¬ 
ther, and 111 in') disciples, us well us tlieohstniu- 
cy and perverseness ot the Jewish leacliers, 
who w'cre triumphing in their present disap- 
])Ointinenl: and then, turning to the father of 
the child and iiis atlemlaiit*', he said. Bring thy 
S' n hi/her to me, and you shall see what my 
powtT can cfi’ect 

brought him that was 
jiossc’ssecl to Jesus, and presented the poor 
creature >0 him And immediately, as soon as 
he saw him, while he was yet coming, the evil 
spinl in a rage v\'ought in him with such vio¬ 
lence that he threw him down and convulsed 
him; and he fell on the ground with great 
force, and there lay, and rolled irom one side to 
the otlicr, a spectacle of horror,at the 
mouth, and sweating profuselV) till nature was 
almost exhausted, and lie seemed ready to die. 
21 dnd, that the greatness of the cure might 
the more plainly app<'ar, while the unhappy 
. youth lay thus,Before liini, he asked his father, 
How long time is it that he hath been thus af- 
22 Hicti!d ? And lie said, Even from his childhood 
And the evil pint is so outrageous, and so ma¬ 
licious, that iVjfW7Men//y, as J said, has thrown 
him into the fee, and into the waters, when he 
lias happened to be near them, us if he watch¬ 
ed for opportunities to destroy him ; so that 1 
am seiisiiile it is a most difficult, as well as 
dreadful case ; but if thou eansf do any thing in 
it,‘' have compassion on us, and help us; for 
surely none ever needed thy pity more. 


iKiSDijglitlj^erm to Cast 
him oot, and they 
could not curo liim. 
IMarii IX. IS.— 
Li KK IX. 40.] 

17 ’['hen Jesus ali- 
sweied [hini| and 
said, O laitlikss and 
ppiverse •.encration, 
how loot; shall 1 be 
with you 5 how lom^ 
shall 1 sutler you^ 
hrtna ri-vKf. 
sou] hither to me. 
[Mark IX. 10. 
Luuis IX. 41.J 


TVIark IX. 20 
'liid they briiii'hl 
him unto him .ind 
when hu saw him, 
[as lie was }'et a.cuiii- 
iiiif, I ‘traijilitwavtlie 
spnil [threw him 
down, and]t.ire him. 
and he fi II uii tlu 
ground, and w.illou- 
ed h»almnu^ ll.tiii. 
IX. 12-1 


21 And he asked 
Ills fatliei, Ifow lon^ 
Is It .iito since this 
unto Imii* And 
he said, tU a child. 

'2‘2 And oft .times 
it hath east him in¬ 
to the fire, and into 
the watei s to destroy 
him but It tlion 
canst do auv thing, 
have comj(.ission on 
ns,' and help us 


'/mm his chH/ioiid.] So the word onhis iippioaeuiug Christ, his faith nif^ht 
..'o^iO'S'iypropcrlysigniiies; and, I think begin to fail. This was a scry riatiir.il 
vitli I iiotp'S, it 1. iriueh iiioie fiinsemf ni manner of speakiuc, and vetstionglv 
fo reiidei 11 tliii', than hom hii infnuc'/. fhetic, and obli(|iu ly intriestiuj'the iin- 
'* 'I III"" (.1 >\l (.'ll tiii'j tsini; 111 It.] Ter- noiii of Christ, in the issac of the alli. 
aips, olj'' I'.ing tlv fn ui"" nwe v-lcnt Set* R ip ml. e\ acd p 7 



iilho rebukes the demon and expels him. 


11 


05 Jesus said unto AndJcsus said unto hinif The question is 
SvJf concerning my power, but concerning xoi. 

lire- possible to Jiim the Strength of thy faith; {or if thou cnniY 
that belie\eth. ly and cheerfully believet the deliverance will 
surely be efl’ected, as all (kings of this kind 
\are\ possible to him that believeth.^ 

And strjis,d»t. imynediatelv the father of the child, 2 % 

Slav the fatherotthe u j ^ *.1 *^1 . * .!■ i "lu i ’ 

rh.id t-ried out, and touched to the very heart to think that his dear 
'..lid with tears, Loid SOU might possibly lose the cure through the 

I iijieio, help thou ^veakness of Jus own faith, cried out aloud, and 

nime unbehet, ■ i 'it j ■ l- i i • i 

saul ivith tears in his eyes, and ardour in hi.s 
countenance, Loi d, 1 do from my heart believe 
that thy power is unlimited; yet such is my 
irailty, that when I look on this spectacle of mi¬ 
sery, my faith is ready to fail me again : help 
rne therefore against viy unbelief, by mitigat¬ 
ing the circumstances of the trial, or coinhinni- 
catmg suitable strength to my soul.* 
jiW irsuss.iw 'riien Jesus seeing that the crowd ran iogc- 
!i.rttii. pi ^i.irfanu; was continually increasing roiiiid thciii, 

II i".k"ii'"thu I'ebuked the unclean 'ipirit which had possessed 

• ii.111] spirit. s.iMiii' the child, attd ^aid unto him, with an air of 
"i'i\'* do"i' '*1 power and di vine authority, Thou dumb 

i i!!ii nu iT' cntno deaf spirit, who has so maliciously depnv- 
.nii lit him, and on- ed tliisyoutli of his speech and hearing, J strirt- 
t«iriio inorcnitiihiiii |y and command thee immediately to 

mI^Wii. ifi.-q of him, and presume toenter into him 

no more, nor farther to disquiet him as long as 
he lives. 


‘.?i) .Vnd llic ••Jill if 
I'liud and runt linn 
soie, .ind ( aim out 
[ul 111 111,] and lit, uab 
as unc dead, insu- 


Aud iininbdlately, as soon as he hail spoken'jg 
these words, [the evil spirit] having cried out 
with great earnestness, and throxvn him info 
violent distortions, came out of him ; and the 
poor youth had been so miserably handled, that 
he fell into a swoon, and seemed as one dead, so 


' If thou ('flit hetii’vi', &t\] At till’ oon- 
' Unction in the original liisunictliing un- 
I oininoii, To n (c,innot 

forbear inciitiuii nitasiiigiildi eonit cliirc 
ivliich I lately had front the uioiiUi oi a 
i«iy aociiiato Critic, especially iii bibli¬ 
cal learning. He thinks, insliadofTsit 
might be ri, .issome copn-s load it, and 
Iheiitnkin" wifviT'^i to be tli'‘inipi latin 
iniMid, wncid lender and iiaiapbi.iso it 
with 111 int( notation altiT h,'' if/<il tba 
“ III I, ;;■«/;> liy saying if thoH nir.O^'' re 
Iciiiii', to 1 in tliu \eiM’ belorc 

“ ' I ill’ll I'll Ihuijf, iiTi’ pus i/)/r to him fhvt 

“ Ac iS,, SI’t (clou to tllC lllltlll.'SS of 

' till i.ulli, ami leavi tlio ic->t to ni-’ 


f Help rpij vnheliff, See ] Tt seems an 
incoiiMiiience inseparable froin this me¬ 
thod of parapliiabini;, iliat soiiK‘ti<ne!i,(aa 
III the present instaiito,) some lively and 
siropglv pointed sentences should lose 
something of thcirspiiitby it, yetketp- 
jii'.; the origiiial thus di'-lim t, may in 
pr»it remedy it; and, on tlie whole, many 
ot ihe-iO Ovpiessions .'tie .so full of im m- 
mi;, that the goner.il Ibw« of iiifcip i 
tioii ii'cpure Uioy should lie iiuloMcc'. 
'In observe the I’saet iiud.iMi here, is, ,i 
felicity, V hien 1 il iie imi 'V I one 
obtaiOMi, tboMi'h I h.iiC lal>o"iwl alter 
U 



12 This hind comes not out but hj prayer and fasting. 


Arj.k 


SECT, that many who wore, present, said, He ts un-muchiimtmamsjia, 

'xci. tioitblodly <|uile dead, and will revive no more, xvii.—T h*— i 

Hut Jesus, taking hold of him by the hand, lift- <>7 Ui.i .ikul tui k 

ed him up, and strengthened him, so that //f him iiy the hand, and 

'arose and stood on lu'^ feet. And when [he] ‘Inj 

tlms had perfectly restored and haled the child, y iicaii a the *i JuU, 

he took delivered him to hi'^ father, who andd ii^oudhim a- 

received !iim with an inexpressible mixture of h>s fiithi-r ] 

joy unu amazement- j-nul the c/iila uas w'tv/onreeifromiiiat \rry 

- from that very hour, and these ti-rnble syii'p-hour j [aim.X'xji. 

^ toms returned upoti him no more. ‘‘1 

ix” i^. And they who belieid were all astori'tshcd 47 

at the nuiilify pove'er of Cod, l)V which this d-‘‘'.’f' 

lusttioiis miracle liad been wrought. pi,\v,, 

And when he had I ’ft the mnlutnde, and xous XJARh I'i. js — 

come into the house, wlieic he then resided, hts 
1-1 , .’ll I I <>im into Iho luniM', 

dtsi/ples, somewhat mortihed at the lepiilse tlit'V ipi^ ,|, e, 

IkuI met with in ilieir late attenijit, came to Jesus 
when he was alone, and asked him nrivattly, 'j}, po'.iuu, 
fl ny iould not we prexail so tar as to cast out 
this demon, and < inil him, since we have per- XVM. 19 ] 
formed manv cures whitli seemed cquaily dif¬ 
ficult ’ 

And Je^us said unto them. It was because of 
the xe\uii\w\cv flj your unbeliej, for veiilij I say And Jf-sus, said unto 
ye?/, ?y‘yew/iflf/but the least degree ol /A'i//t them, Knausi of 
in a lively'exercise, though it com laraliyely was 
but as a grain of inmtardseed,you might per- ^ou, If vo ha\ct<ofh 
form the greatest wondeis, so as even to say to -•i’ •> .‘■''■“'‘i "f «iu‘- 
thif mountain htxowi the neii>hbourbood, lie- r'' 

movejrom this place to that, ami it sfiould ac- tain. lloiiioie ht'iicc 
cordingly remove; and, in a word, nothing wnll muo jomUr idace, 
be impossible to you. But sen to the case that ’ 

was lutely before us, he rarther said unto them, jinposMbliMiutovon. 
This demon wliirli possessed the child was one '.ti iiowhcit, [he 
of a very olxslmalc It/??/, winch cannot by t;x- 
pclied so rcarliiy us others; nor niiist you ex- by mitiimf;] imi hy 
pect to liave power over .such spirits as these, praj^T and tasting. 
10 oblige them to pvjortk by any oieans, unless 
you do by (ro/pteot prayer andJasiing lutercedc 
With God fur liis more nbuiidutit co-operation; 


sv 1. CO. 


t t iUh Hi a of isltird sent ] It that I'ci'ip;, as oar Loid exprwracs it, one 
is ^e^y tnrtinif to si:|i[' c, that ti. iC r, iS i/tf \',nii/fa amnn^ >etiL Thus the rail- 
rofciciici. lot] !• fiuiwin/i i>f?« «' rul- vn!, hns '.i', llii fiUilic id the earth ishiitiis 
•IS an cUilili I. lit .1 'u o..'. -n > i’ldy' a ,/r.tiii oi iiiiLStard-si cd, i\ iicii i iiiii{i,iri'd 
iailti It IS . 1 ,, .ii(.iiii |>i .'ibiiM’s- »i'll; the evp.iiisi: of t!n‘ hfaiens .‘■'i,' 
yu an'’ Ihn, iii' (I'rihU 'mi'I Ik'i'iii . I'l )'<'■ 



Reflections on the necessity of a lively faiik 

and by such extraordinary devotions etidcavour srex. 
to |)ii-[)arL" 3 our si>uls for his farther influences.*’ ^cci. 

ivprovcmknt. 

I’lrr, invidious opposmoii which these scribes and Pharisees Mark 
iTir k‘ to our Lord, and the lil-natured jov they e.xpresscd in 
\v* at they imasrincd uoiild dis^raie his discipte/j appears ex-^ 
ctediii^ odious; and it shew^ iis the fatal eifects of ambition, 
pride, and avaritc, when tiity fiosscss the hearts of those, who 
should he (its ini'so l)y their otfice wire,) teachers of others. 

Such fpiahiies render those in tlic nunil)rr of the most danger¬ 
ous enf'iTi'.'s ot manke' i, who oug tt to be its most jifFectionate 
liiemis, and most le. ful benrfnetois. May the lieht of the gos¬ 
pel break jn on then souls, ami ti'rrn them to a better temper! 

'i’he soliciloiii eOneern of tins jwrviU when ho ^aw his child 
imder Mieh sad symptoms ot disorder, may surely remind per- 
sons III that relation, of the seutnuents with wimh tliey should 
\‘ew l lose of//(■/ (fiildirn, who are, in a SjunUial sense, under 
the power of Sii'iin. and of the importnnit}' wnli which they 
should entreat, t lat tlie hand of Christ nia3' be stretched out 
lor tlimr rescue 

A liM’ly (‘xeriisc of/i/'VA is greatly to he ih’-ired in this and 
all other ajipiicatiotis of ties nuLuie. But alas, how often do we 

'■ Ihi-, hi III ca ■Ku! !jti /u’M by any uiea is, Iv did t .1 t out many demons, whatrve i 
i.wV 1 by jiTifjir (i-irf.I An iny*- jieciiliar m<ili;;nitv ihpie migitt bn in 
rimii^ ph, suM.in irii'ritioiitd bv tlic li 'irii tins iind nlliei'< of liis rauk, ^hicb itii^li: 

•‘(I \ itlioi >)rtti' I iquiiviiitu IH'Iikjiii.u i,, iiiakc iiKiru iiitense devotinn iicrp«sai \ 

<S.< [) 47 iiihtoad ot (V v)r Kni to/’jin'i tilt'll!—Su Norton finaU'tibolJ > 

II,, 1', wiiiilil H'.ul :/ Tj'gj'vEi by IS PstrPiiK'ly fort’cd, nho undcr- 

ciii,ii>,!‘ tnitiHi, and Mip)ii)bi s it icti'is tu siai'idt it as if it had been said, Tins sori 
i'll 111‘ ilv ‘>t ticipii’nl and Ji ii.; run- [of miid'jiitoiis faithj aefsiinres nni bu by 
1,11 mi .lI) till! ii> 0, III oidir to ilu <.iiio fiiayer andjosti'ie. Kapbidius has abun- 
of'•'!( ti 111 i|iiii(iic disternpfi .is Ihf d.antly shewn bow iticoncitisiiolIiii>Ciii.' 
ilnld 111 q II Mil'll li,id been Mil)|i'< I lo, thuntics from Xenophon are, bv wlnib 
liut us till eniii IS II 1 '. ioiiri.lMl on iiuie he >uiuld justify so odd ii version ul 
eonjis'l'iii., I’liiiM.iiv to all be eDpirs t'lKSttv (Sec Haphel. Aunot. cv Xen. 
i.ini II III 111 Miit'lii, so [ ■ iMiiol rh nk i. ji. And ueic tin- wi'ids con- 

e.t oil int' iTiI in iiM’lf, oi |i(ilmriii to sidi'red as they stand in M.iiK, when* 

<!i' oiasi ni, )"i ii sivn, iior at .ill to tsero is iiutbinj: said of failh, it tronld 
>im I,Old's j), i|> S'> I ) '.,)‘'ik of IliL' nu- bu l isy to peiccivcour Lord as speak-' 
tnial iiii'tliDils 111 I'liu', 111 .an .wi i tn fbe ing f a kind of dem-iiis wlneli ibey tcere 
apiiitb's' derm d wli. tlmv eenl'l not not ublr In i-i'i'uul and tint some demon 
tniraentonslv peifniiii it -—Xoi mn <in\ .irc nrioie inalijinant than others, is inovt 
nisl.iiict be puid, ced lo jiroie lii.tt, mmifost from Slat, xii ■!,?. lint often- 
the e 1)111. Sion is |>in'. I'lblal toi .my Ihini; times an Ox[d'catiou has ixen built n|ioii 
tciy dll'll i.Il—I I’ould tlinrtfon 'lO no the woids of one evangelist, and many 
leasoii to leeeile fiom t'u; 'isi|,il 'nter- leained ieinarks h.ave been made to (s- 
ini’tatiuii, vhiuli < 1 nici>iiiii m I'.i pa- t-iblisii it, which could nut be applied 
r.ij’b Li-,1'.—As l-'i the .ii'eipii'f iti'iii of wifliout great uoleiice to suit tin'pa¬ 
tio \'1.-1010 .md I la ii|ili\ I n't, u bn ''Uii- i.illel place in another, and pi'-entlv 
pU'i lint -ilit l.ii.,e, tins ha', f.illi'ii to titc i;runud upon Ci.iiiij,aj“ 

kind of bemns, liia'i-i-., dem 'i', it si'cms mg them togetiicr, 

' luniT, siTi 1 .lie ,a)iv sill' 'iidtnl- 



14 passes privately through Galilee with his disciples. 

SECT, find the remainders of a contrary principle' In liow many in- 
xa. stances does that passionate* exclamation of the father in this 
story suit us? Lord, we believe, help thou our unbelief > JIow 
iiX*34. difficult is it, in the midst of so fniicb guilt and weakn('ss, of so 
much perplexity and unworthincss, to believe the pioriiises'ot 
forgiveness and preservation, of graci^ and glory! Yet we may 
humbly hope, that He, who by Ins -grace has wrought the di¬ 
vine principle in our souls, will maintain it there. Only let it 
be our concern to oppose those corruptions which would ener¬ 
vate and suppress it. Perhaps there are some of them which 
will not be driven out but by prayer andfastina, by deep hmnili- 
wii. 'ii.ntion, and more than ordinary solemnity and intenseness of de¬ 
votion. But surely they have little regard to the peace and se¬ 
curity of their souls, who can allot only a few hasty moments to 
them, when they have whole hours and days to bestow, not on¬ 
ly on the labours, but even on the amusements of life. 


SKCT. XCII. 


The diicipL's arc of ended at the warning Christ gives them of 
his approaching svferings. lie makes a miraculous provi¬ 
sion for paijing the tribute moneij. Mat. XVII. 2'2, to the. end. 
Marie IX. ■; 30 — 33 .— Luke JX.— 43—4 >. 


1 .' 
sen, 


MARK IX. 30 . 

t-r- while every one of the spectaiois was 

"I* amazed at this stupendous miracle wrought 
on the chilli who had been so terribly possessed, 
IX. ,'50 ^if'd at all ///c other extraordinary things which 
.fesns did, our Lord and his apostles left that 
place, and, settipg out. on a further progress, 
they departed from thence, and passed from 
the mountain on which he had been fransh- 
gured. through the rest of (ialilec. and .lesus 
cliose to do it as privately as lie (Muld; for he 
was desirous that no one might know f/?,j lest 
the im),oi'taiit conversation into wliicb he then 
entered with Ins disciples should be interrupt- 
>led. For while iheij travelling and 

conversing in Galilee, and especially when 
they came to the places where they lodged, 
Jesus taught his disciples'^ more largely than he 


MATtK IX "0 
AND fMliilc llify 
»tin<lL‘ud 

unc at. all things 
whu’h Jcsiis di(l,j 
thfv <li paitcfl 

tlK'iii’i anil 
tliiiiiiiili Ci.iliK'c; 
,iv(l hi' WDiild not 
that .1113 ni.in‘-hoiihl 
know (/. [[.LitI IX. 
- 15 ,-] 


'll—For [while* 
tlioy abode m Gali- 
ki’, .lehiisj taught hiH 
disciples, and haul 
unto thi 111, TMap. 
XVri.'il—I,L.u L\. 

-rs.] 


^ Jot Jcyu<; h iijhi h.s d<'<itplr\ 1 Mark he might hare an opportnndv to talk 
as'lgii this as till icawm why hr d« sired over this subject,it larne . whicli vhiws 
his Journey .should he puv.iic, nz tiiat that tin coutiuuanee or abode in G ililcc. 



Luke IX. 4‘i'. 

let sa\ii)gs 

Hiik fioun into your 
pa^^ fdi the S'ln of 
tnaij shall hr drliver- 
(!d .iild ihti liaiidK of 
ine'i (and t|»t‘v shall 
kill liMi, and alter 
that Ik‘ is killed, he 
sli.ill rise the ihird 
il.i\ I I'V’arkIX' — 
J 1 iMAi’.XV'fl—‘.' 2 , 


They are troubled to hear of his approaching 

had done before, what was to befal him. (Com- sp.ct. 
pare Mat. xvi. 21 ; Mark viii. 31 ; Luke IX. 
22..V0I. I. IX Ixxxix. 

Jind he said unto themt great solemnity, ix. 44, 
Apply your ears attentively to these sayings,^ 
how disagreeable soever tliey may be, and let 
them sink into your hearts ;/ar the Son of man, 
instead of reigii'iig in that grarttleur which you 
e.spect, shall very shortly b( betrayed into the 
hands of sinful we»,' shall seem for awhile 
to he a helpless prey lo tlieir rage; for they 
shall put him to death 111 a most cruel and infa¬ 
mous manner; but thev shall not finally truimph 
over liirn; for after he is thus slain, he shall rise 
from the dead on the third dni/, according to 
the intimations I have often given you. (See 
Vol. I. p. 144 , 347 , 4 "S.) 

Hut they were ;so strontrly prepossessed with 4’5 
the expectation of a tem .-utal kingdom, that 
they understood not this saying, plain as it wus, 
and the sense of it av/A hid from them, so that 
they perceived it not; foolishly iniagiiiir?;; it in¬ 
consistent with what the sacred oracles had de¬ 
clared 0 the glorious success of the fc’oii of x an, 
and the universal empire he was to establ ^li, 

(Dan. vii. 14 .) And yet they were afraid to 
ash him what was the meaning of that saying, 
lest he should upbraid them as luitrachable; 
considering how lately he had given them tlie 
like warning before, and how severely he had 
rebuked Peter for endeavouring to dissuade 
him fiom it (^ Ixxxix;) ncvenbelcs-*, they per¬ 
ceived that their Master foretold Ins own cleat h; 
and were exceeding sorry that a person of, so ex¬ 
cellent and amiable a character, from whom 


Blit nn- 
Jiis say- 
iii:{ a>i(l It was hut 
fiiiii) ilmrii, that tlu*v 
p* r en cd It not .md 
llipv ft'aird to ask 
liiiiL of that saying', 
[.I'ld wcit e’ccpcfling 
«..rrv J I Mm XVII. 
-'21 MaiikIX. 3 ' 2 ] 


rin’vitioncd liy Matllipw, rcfeis to the 
short stay tlii'V made in the placp« 
wlicic they lodged, and indeed lie 
could not so coTucniently speak to all 
the twelve while they weip actually 
tiavelliiig 

** iplil’i yoi/T eitrs to thete Mi//ngi.l 1 his 
Kceuis to me a just translation of 

'i; T® writ i/Mtn r { toyn; rnluf, 
which !•> lilcrally, Ivl thrse fct'fini’i to your 
mr ,, cl phrase which our language will 
haidiv admit. It ititiiiules the pnipp.n 
sitv Un-y had to withdraw and turn away 


then pais from such declarations as he 
was now about to make 
^ Shall skil!y he bit'nyul, ] Mark 

has expicssp.d it iii the piPiPiit tense, and 
'>ays, The San of uiun ii dehimd, butno- 
tliiiig IS more common in tlic 'acred 
language than tu speak of what sir'uid 
certainly and quickiy be, as if it was al¬ 
ready done. Compare John Ml.'ll xvji. 
4, II, ' 24 ; FpU. ii. 4, f>, iieb. \ii. 22; 
and Rev xviii 4,—The cxpliealiun of 

many other seiipterci di'peiids on Uii-* 
rd)' mu'- reinai k 



I <5 He pa^s the tribiilc by a miracle at Capernaum. 


SILT, ilu‘ 3 ' had entertained such glorious cxpccta- 
xcii. tiori4, should meet with so unworthy a rolurn. 

And hoon after this, he came with his disciples 
*viL 24 Capcniaum: and ii'hen thej/ were ccmie to Ca¬ 
pernaum^ the receivers and collectors of the sa¬ 
cred tribute,^ which was gathereil every year 
througli all their cities, came to PetcCy and said, 
Docs not your Master, who has the character 
of so religious a Teacher, pax) the usual tribute 
ot the didriichma,*' or half-shekel, to the service 
-•5 of the teiuple i* And he says, } es, I know that 
he uses to jiuy it, and make no doubt hut he 
will do It now. And when he came into the 
house, Jesus, who was there before, preienled 
him, before he could s/.cak of tlieallair in ques¬ 
tion, and said to him, U'hat dost thou think, Si¬ 
mon, and what seems fit to thee on this occa.siou ’ 
0/xeJiom do the kin^s of the earth receive eus- 
tovi or tiihute ? of their own sons or of strun- 
‘l(\^ers'^ Veter saj/s to him, Lord, it i.s evident 
they receive it only of strangers. Jesus said 
to him Then the sons, hy virtue of their 
father’s dispensation, are fret from the obliga¬ 
tion: and, on the like [uiuciplc, 1, as the Son 
of (fod, might plead an exemjition here, espe¬ 
cially as 1 have not now the sum which is re¬ 
quired towards the inaintonaiice of the temple. 
27 worship. Neiertheless, lest we should vjftnd 
them, hy giving an occasion to imagine that I put 
any slight on the temple, or lest others trom my 
example siiould in far dilferent circumstances 
omit tins contribution, I will not debate the mat¬ 
ter, hut rather work a miracle than fail in the 
payment, (to therefore toihe sea, and when thou 
comest to the neighbouring shore, throw in a 
hook, and take the first Jinh that comes up, and 


Mat. XVII 04 
And [In' came t'lCu- 
perii.iuiii aiidjnhen 
llicv v.ere iome 'tn 
Caperii mm, tliev 
that n <’* oeil lnl>iilc 
jTMi/K’V I jmi; lt> Pt-Ur, 
and s.ii(I, Uolti not 
\oiirMastei paylii- 
l)ute ^ [MiHs IX’ — 
•V' 1 

20 He sail It, Ve..-, 
And when lie v.is 
('Time uilo the Inuise, 
Jetius l)H‘^(-ntt■dh^ln, 
saying. What think- 
c'.'t thou, .Simon ■' ol 
whom do the Kings 
of the earth take 
nisloiii Ol Iribnte ' 
oflheirownclnldr( n 
Ol of slrair;* IS ' 

2d Potii !) util unto 
liiiii. Of !.ti.ini(i'i‘s 
.lebiis saith iiiilo linn. 
Then .arc the chil 
dreii f'r( c. 


27 Xolwitli'taiid- 
iiii;, lost wo shiiiild 
oili'iid Ihein, j;o llion 
to till’ sea, and I’a't 
all hook, .111(1 take up 
the Jisn ili.it liisl 
(.oiiiothup. .indwlii n 


* The rulhct'Ts of the sacred tnbiifc.\ 
.fosephiishiis escprosbly assc-rled, thatetn li 
of the Jews used \early U) pay a di- 
dracliina or half-shekel, the p.ecc of 
money here mentioned, to the bOiMiv 
of tliii lfiriple - (.see Tofiepli. Abtiq. lih 
\uii. cap. 9. [al. 12.J § 1 ) A ciujlnm 
which probahlv took its rise from the do* 
inaiid of tliiU bum fioin each of tin Js- 
riclite'-, win iineTth'-y were mimber''d; 
l.Mid N\x. I ^ And Ihi’iefore, wirli he- 
1 , (..e..>ul>uii. ifamuii.nd, Clroliu'. aud 
iioiijv oth r icri.lt Cl (ties, I (lioo.r to 
.. M. ij'iil '"j, p.Ts-.i.;' n. i.'fiirr'' to 


that, lather flian to any civil tav; Chiollv 
hr Cause I tliiiik, nofw.thsfandiiig uh.it 
Salmasiiis says to theloutmiy, (against 
Milton, p. 2 )‘>,) our f.ord’s argiiUKiit, 
ver. ‘Oj, ‘Jii, e.moihcrwist haie no toicc. 
—'I he reader will find an esecllciit iioto 
111 Ctrotiiis iicie, uhich lendois it iinne- 
cess.iry to inlarge any f.u liter. 

' /Wj Will If vr maUi't }h'i Ittr usual /ri- 
biiie. f,e 1 It seems then lo h.i\o him a 
loliinlan Ihiiir,, uhnh rathf i iliui 

I*et lnd est.'lilislw d lu Nehrini.ih s d.iis 
if uu' aeroiiii*.( d‘-(I, .and the ^i.iii u-is 
ti on.'Oinetliiei: lo«<Sie Nch \ ’ 
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thou luitopened his thou luist Opened its mouthy than shall sectJ' 

**''cc''*'of there a piece of sil\^er coin, called a statn\ xcu. 
money^. fhirtafcc, which it hasjtrtr swaliowed /Afl/, «nd 
and s'lvi- mfo them it to thm that coHect the trihiuo, both for 
f(>r ni ‘ and thee Itnowest it will aiiswci’ th'eir 

demands for both. Accordingly Peter went, and 
having caught a fish, he found the money in its 
mouth, and presently returned and paid it ac¬ 
cording to his Lord’s command. 


IMl’ROVr.MENT. 

llow slow and nntractable were the minds of the apostles, Mark 
who uriilintond not these plain things, when thus inculcated a- 
gam and again ! Put, on the other hand, how much integrity 
doc'i It shew in the historian, to record what seemed so little 
to the honour of hirnscif and his brethren ! In this respect, and 
many others, surely credit rises to the gospel, even by occasion 
of the in finnities of those to whom it was committed, and out of 
'ii'cahiess they are wade strong. —The lenity of our blessed Lord 
vv.is truly admirable, that he should hi'ar such stupidity in his 
di't ipU's with so much gentleness and patience, and should, with J-'iitc 
so much earnestnoss, go on to renexo his instructions to them. ^ 
Let us, liowever, learn to be upon oiir guard again.st the pi'cju- 
ciice'v of woihlly interest, since, as vve see, they may take such 
strong hold of minds, in the main upright and pious'. Ancltherc- 
lore let us earivstlv pray, that God would give us a greater re¬ 
lish for spirmi.ii and eternal blessings. 
y It camioL surcl\ liecome us, to seek the gnitideiir and riches M.it. 

' of this world, when oiir blessed Muster was so pnor^ that he could x'u. 21 
not pay thw hule tribute, without hav*ing recourse to a miractc. 

'i et this he elioostN, rather than to give offence by a refusal, how 
justly soever he might have pleaded ati exemption from il. I.ct*'^ 
us leain liom himco that meekness ofreisdom, which will teach 
u> to seek iht' mteiest of others rather than our own; and to 


f A wliiih It has lust'walloB'- 

) <1 I 'I'hu iiVi/u was (as .ipprars iii part 
lioin this text,) a piPLC A eimi, in \alu(‘ 
al)fiiit l.ai hrt/i ihekils, oi, an-ordiiig: to 
!»i' I’ndcniis, near ////?(* '•ki/lin"s of otir 
money, thiinph most orilics reckon the 
\kt‘lel b'lt alioiit h ilf n (Sec Ilni- 

siu'. oil thi". ' erso aiiil iho a-ltli.'—I sco 
no ir.i'ii.in, wi|li Schmidiiis, to snppOMu 
tins piece of money was created on I Ins 
oi'tision • hot si'p|iohm^, .)'■ m the para- 
plii.isi, llmt the iish had at cidenially 
'w.illiiwcd It (jicrhaps as il ■ as falling 
into liic natci, ncai '.oiric nthci jnev], I 
I I foilu'.ir iciiMi knit; how illn tri 
< ii‘. .1 (L,:;iii>iil kniHilcdgo aii.l power 
o 1 I Hid tli'<('ot I rtii III thecae brfuic 
Mil 1' f; 


n<!; knowledge, in penetrating into the 
bowels ui this aniiuar, though inthc^a; 
and i>i)W( r, m dirctitiiK tins particular 
fish to Peter’s liouiG, Llioogli he himself 
was at a distance llaidly any circiiin* 
stance can he imagined more lit to en- 
coiiinge Inm and bfi; brethren 'ii a firm 
dependence on Divine Pruvidencc. And 
It IS M'ry natural to reject Iww easily 
Chi 1st Could if he bad been (it, ha^c 
drawn up luiincrise tieasures b\ this 
1 (IV method frciii the heart of the sea : 
but be intended that bis M.>rvan < should 
be eitric*'ed and adorned in a in 'Ch no¬ 
bler manner, than with pearls and lostly 
air.iy. 





;i()^ tifeni^shoiild be greatest.- 

» consider how >ve may edify others by the abundance of our good 
jfvorlte, rather than how wy may excuse ourselves in the omission 
of any. That extent of knmledge and power which our Lord 
idisplayed on this occ^on, can never be at a loss for means to 
Tcp|y> whateve^ we may tipis sacrifice for his sake. 

f: . ' '->■ SECT. XCIM. 

I" ' ' /, ' 

-- Christ reproves his apostles for their contention who should he 
greatest; and recommends to them humility and mortification 
Mark IX.—33—Si—42-—/u the end. Mat. XVIll. l 
Luke LS. 1'6—48i. ' 

j'xwv ' s -r* 1 /• 1 MARK lA.—.L;. 

^^CT. ^OW tvhen Peter was returned irotn the sea- ^nd bcilj^' 111 tllL- 
^ side, and had paid the tribute money w'lth be obkcii 

^which the 6sb bad supplied him,-our Lord, 

PX. 33 a late- occorniiice which be bad observed mong vomsches by 
f among his disciples, took occasion to recom-? 
mend' humility to them.^t aiid heing in the house 
with bis apostles, that he might naturally intro¬ 
duce the discourse he intended, he asked tlieniy 
Jbout what were you disputing with each other 
on the wety id. so eager a muipier, that 1 could 
not forbear takipc,particular notice of it 
’34 But, instead-of answerinn; him directly, they 

confoniidea v^th the question, any con- tiu wfi> [ih.K aioM 
tinned silent, be^Pf; ashamed to confess the a .... lUi'iiii; 
truth ; for as they were .travelling on the way, a ' 

controversy arose among-tnefn, [and] Atftf tt,i-ii>sf!vr-., [ lu.ii 
' warmly debated the matter 'one with another, of tiu-m i-ho .bi iio 
whkhiof them should be tltts greatest man in that ^ ^ 

tempor^ mons^rchy, whiob they assured them- ’ 
selves that Jesus, as the expected Messiah, 
tvopJd erect, whatever sufPeriiigs might lie in 
the^ppsage to it. 

35 notwithstanding their si- 

lene«>iA« secret thought oj /Ayii’ambitious Acflr/, S*X?r*hMrt,Tiit 
>^^,^t^^serving the same carnmity and emulation down, and called the 
" still wdrkil^ thcre^ tipArn he uyds saC'down, ■ 

* < , -f.V 

, ."j, ^ 

■ Whea-Feter vmretonlliedf'^c.] In makes the parapboue yn the first verse 
order to remind those who hear of >a section sometimes much longer than 
those sections read lu a family;^-of the Jshbaldotheraisc tui^|6 chosen yeti hope 
connection of theta, 1 have generally in- it may be atteiideJ'^th advantage sudi- 
troduoed Vfcb. with a brief hint at the cient te balance that ineoiireniencc. 
subject of tbe former; whicti,'though it 



♦wpIv 


he, and faith im- called all /jt'e/w, ftljout hiip,!* mi UHf4> 

lo them, If any man ii/ith cAmAMaitriae nnjl phrnpGi'nAfik. -If^ 


IS SIvtS ‘.'‘T ^mestn^, 

sartioshallhelastofl^ humility thfthOHOUr l|l 
ail, I'ld ser\»nt of klllfftlomi and, V 07ie WOuMm 

all. {Ukh IX. 47.) there, let in aff the effices of dii^T 7 - 
descending frien^slu^^to his bretWn, be as the 
^ ' Idst of aU^ and the 

Now at the saine the disciples Mat, 

w ep’ thus called, tk'Jesvs, and find- 

e"nb, faj^,!r, iog tliJit hc t:nreii^ riie subj^ of their late de- 
Lhe preaicft bate, iotiie of tlieni at length took th<^ liberty 

i. klM^<|f f.l l)t Av#-! ^ajrvi/4 a'fojl 


xvin. 1 

At i!tc * 1 . 1 ' 111 ' timft 
< .11!.,' Mkj 


xvttt. X' 


!ei) > 


.'1 !> 


IN -f7., 
' I’U I I unto 

... }' \ ( (ii • (> l.i 

'ii.\ ’ll' c! , !,r 

ip|ll< .!■ iii.i, ■ hil- 
'tl not 

'I!', mil. * 11 It'll... 

.1 t,' HI rn f ri. 


of 5av*X^r‘t''0’'‘l>ii^W*de-tills qaesti.-^j^ 
us plainly, who fi^'^tei^ed'to lie the^^jfest 
in the kingdom of heaven^ and to 
thou commit tho chief maii^ment p.lf alfiiuV 
in it? \ * 7, ., . 

2 And .re.sii«, caiii i) whoft M'Bad adswer^ tHe inquiry in 2 

imn,'!.ndiuIi’Si mamim'relittkl ahbye^ Jcsp, ?n%der to 
Ml linn [i.i'Ki, hv impress the impoi^ant maxust/yet deeper on ' 
him' 1)1 tht in '.-.t of niiiids, havinp callM‘td%iM a tittle'child 

h'Mi :,. n ilmi' i' ills happened then td be in th«'’liou8e where 
lie 'll 1111-0 tbi'v lodged^, took and set Aim bjf^him in the 
1 M.u.fc i_\. tnid'it of them; and taking him iupy and embrac- 
Mig him in his gracious arms^ in^'^ioken of his 
leiulci- regard, he sdid unto the^}if assuredly^ 
(li\ \n-e\\ toyouosi a most solemn imd important 
tiiith. That except ye be comf^ifed and turned 
Troin these ambitiops and Cortiaf views, and be~'^ 
tome like little ehildrmwhf\tnes% and.nieek- 
ness, in a candid.toaChdjhlb fdlllnp^F, and an indif- 
fi reiKe to tho greai tliinj^ltot^^he present life, 
(Psal; cxxxi. I,'^;) yo^ vviB’ bc sofar4"ftMn hav-, 
iiig any distingiiished fank^ among my suhieeb, . 
th.it _yg shalf by no means so mheh^as 'ertfiefat 
all into the kingdpfn of heaven, or be cntriyti^^, 
-fWho'.ocvertheia- to any of its final blessings. Whoever 

•> f'a//(Lv/’all Ike nethe aUout him.q It Uli^w fexpre!.»ly Bite* iiJw • 

is natuml tb suppAffc. tlt:U^aiti/e<| ptiYsons tius.tti^ry, aA*) 

travcUibg (ogether.'te font eluded hii^xldi& chafit^tki! fiat (Jaria's''-'^ ‘ 

tlu'iiisiclvi'iii into two or ’hree little comit »eetli» tO'^W'Coo.rfitfCft.^oeii hfe snpp 
panics, while'soitie^f them, no (toubt,' pbihs, thdl^hrl^ii dTi*»niiiifea* 

wnnidheatl<mdin^'i^ri9t,‘and'discoui‘B-' Inasly prO^edWr pi^n^ ^PStftr’* tiit- 
ing with himbtif'oof f brd } idged',#f hute with l«(^i|)^h;*^Kilwyunibfdgft to thd 
proper, a-s he W'as novin the house,'ihif ■teAt- 'yot-lIBwl^Vera.iyi^titrn serves the 
all the rwehe sbbbld^^'W this odtiioriP ’'diarelTbfaa fiA ftl^nmcht for the 
tioii, though they 'might not all haVe «i;ipremiicj'of* ttwvPdpe f noT-ft iWtfou- 
heeii engaged in the di putt* whieh qc- derful,tfhjfl?>'Rw'so weak a ^lie tbojt 
e.isioned it. <' should'^Wii at sueb ashadpw. - *. 

'' /iiftu'iame time.\ By tits^c 



50 Htf siews ihi dsn^tfoffmUrig my of his little ones, 

ViiLT. shall hmnbU himnlf even os this Itflle ehtld, rfial/ ftumWt 
and art with such candour, su^l'citj?, and mo- *samt^*w 

, jf3|yr *^dest v, as you see in him, He is the pet son that greaust mU>«> kmg- 
Jiereafter will be rcgetded ad the gTeetest tn the ‘lom of heaven 
/ kmgdcm of heaven, and will stand high in its 
5 anal Rories. And whosmer cordially shalljfo- ^ 
tetiatn this chzM ior\ shall discover iin affec- soccer shiii receive 
tionate regard to hny one of such little children, tins child j lor one 
m name, and^ my «ki, « o»e ahnm I 5| ™ JJ 
love, and recoraipetJd to ms case, entertavmth reiMvcth me, [aid 
me, for I shall uhe the kindness as done to my* whosoever shall v - 
self: a/tdiT would have yem to renudnher, that 
It! shall not terminate ewn th^re, but (as I have sent me'] (Iuke,! r 
fbrmeiiy told you, x. 40, Vo}. 1 p, 421) he that Is least i 
whoever thus Atajtl mteitatn and shew a regard f*®"® v 
to 9 ne, entertains not me alone, but him that JjSik ix Luk* 
sent mef e^en piy heavenly who is ho- ix 48 ] 

nouied or afirentedas I am eespheted or slight- 
cd. iVhd this regard to the meanest of my ser¬ 
vants, I must nripli]^ you, as of the utmost 
importance;yer (as I just now told } ou^) he that 
by such a condescension is aa the least tmong 
you alt. He sheM be eminently jip/mt in my es¬ 
teem, and he distingmalied by peculiar marks 
(I of the diviijie ^our. iSW whoever sh0 deh* 6 But [whosoc%cri 
borately da any thing to offend, and to i^casion *** 

the fdlJ of em of these httle ones who believe in Jjfjlh u m^ 
fne,'‘ or of any.t^uilc of mine, dliough he may It were betti r f ji him 
seem a® weak as tfea infant, will expose him-» miu-^,ioiip 
self thereby toMcfcjghSt and pUfiMbment, that TsTicckTid rtLT 
It Were better for hm n4 should undergo the were least mto the 
most certain and temblte destruction one can drowned m 
unagtoe, even thca a huge mill-stent^ should as*'] 

be imnged about hts neck, and he should thus be ' 
i&tvufn bcadlone into the sea,* [ond] there be 

di^tfwned in the ietpth of ii, 

n •* I 

ivftnte iStW’i ha hoa^ii try, bad example, or otherwise pmeit 
» ] IterO tbrutwaomtemipmltby tXemfrom the way of butb and gned- 

^ a < 9 eech of jlfobpi, selated M»A ik 3S— OM, wo&Id fall under the weight of this 
41 > whu.fa IS pan^litaiied eadsxplWaed wnblc sentenoe 
below, in ^ jics 1. yhero I bawBecotaiU * f 4 hugeewA rimal 861 render 
vd in note ■ fCTyiiciiA% aunof, whieb (as Erimut, Grotius, Ra> 

* SSaU^ffiiitittnat 0 UI^(^% iss ] Jrtielius, and-many others obsorve'} pro- 
toafeMAa peieohgenerallrftnniAes, (a# pailjr ngmdek « Hi m too large to be 

was oiiseried before, Vol £ JK note toroed, as some vefe, by the hand and 

hfUg^ettiiilmii block m ku uMy j so lec^wring the force of mns to mo\ e it, 
that any iil«o should by a dt«hdsk>n8 hfb ae it seems those animals were generally 
lead utlters to tbrak ill of the Cl>mtiaa used by the Jews on this ociasion, See 
profession in general, or ahoutabjr perse- 111^^101 AOttot ex Xen p 46 
sit iidiscouia c the weak, orby lophis- ^TkrotcH headlong vrothesfu} Ci 



7 Woe unto the 
world 
fences 
needs 

fences come: but 


7 woe unto ine Wo the «f^j 

eeds be,.tlmt of- ^ \ 


coineth. 


j 

* t " 


are Sfijfisi^ii 

hut I npr well W 
the oietiee 


-,-fc 

f6'p» 




rice. 


. . aball |)ltt«^y re^jrt,it. . j ’ , t 

f 1 ■ h,na offend thJ ' le^^ijii^ fenaw^i|^»ta||iiW ii^icli | 

[cit it 2 ff.]andca!t I fora^ 4 ;|^g^ 4 tt)iJW^ ;thfe 

tl from thee: it is sAVfMnpsl i»nm^n.ffmiiil|^ than ra'iiKrali^ vb^r sui'^ 

' ' and 


ft-^-Where&wsi 


^t from thee: it is SQVfireirt 
better for thee toen- M H 

ter into life—nuitn- -*r**W, „ . 

cd. rather thauLv- *0 y«pr ftwa ruin: 
111 ^ twohfinds 
into hell 
tire that 


03 U- flKMb UOIIM SUUUIU 

Jkiijhee po sin, rather 
than i^^ge it, ^W^itndc^^t'l/rom thee, 
wfaat^r pain or wfo^ity, oiro^r detriment 
mighijbllow from such' a tt is mucli 

bett^Jor ihUjo enter nta^med wilfeWtemal Itfe^ 
t^nhainng }w handi tfown into the pri- ■ 
soir'or hell, evkaMh'mMMine 

_ Jf _ 


iThJ* ^ *'*■ ^ exiinguished^ wktt 

rbere their worm i • ,“'79^ .v 


r never 


and'XMi’ 

1 w'* ^ • 


dicth nS andX braiding com^ehi^;!^ 4 if wjneh dieth 

<ao A« f^ 1 L^b«& »-i wi t-» 1 -e s 4 atm Wirt aw«#^ twic*!* * iVw^Aiara 


Jnabk 


b%.witlb unuvi^hte ani;uisli,4tUl gnaws 

•■ V^. ■! ' 4 

>' * . v’* * b I . ^ ' 

'•aubouand Eisner, (Observ. Vo). I. p. what he had thiSn laid: (see Vdl L^- 
S.l.) not to mention others, have shewn 251, note 4!dMidefM| 

at large, that drowsing is iht sm. was a poftance of a|i!dlr“*“‘'^“ 

punishment frequently used among the many of buLbeaiers were'diii^ 
ancients, and that the persons copdeinn-. ^iv« and rpt»ip t)uv, it wasmf 
ad had sometimes heavy stones tied i’Mtabce of hohstMil^ ttfmi 
aliout^theiraeck^or were.n^ed op. in 
sheets of lead- ni 
into a pmi 

able ruin. - , 

I* ds ) told you.iamy sei^on jpi|>ibe put the' just^^aiui 

mount.! It will, I hope, tV proper it 

that Matthew,. wlip^J^ bm<^ so that senip'df tfte anclMts expressed'^he 

recorded that-sefmbo, give's us (waidi san^tbo^ht byiayjn^ wt iA«'wiarr 


Ma^!« 

IX.'44.i 

"1 
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t their aeck^ or were.n^ed op in il|^^ofl«^|Beih 

s of lead, ft seems tonave'g]|iwn wliich /MS wl ,^W^d&ajr Thsdeed he^ 
Ipmverb for'dreadful and inentp anallonQohmwi^lkti." 14. (com* 
ruin. ./. |areEoahiaJ|:#,a(iiliJ\iaithsc«;i7j^ 

• . 'a, t . .e , WtVsl7!ST.«'..r-Tjr _fc> .t 





h’ Suf^r them to offend ns. 

i?iiiicT.!‘tipon the heart; tfnrf where the Jhre of dirine »* "ot qwcnth- 

f ;wrath, which shall penetrate into the very soul . 

of the sinner, is and sbs^H, not hm ^enched > ^ 
throughout ail the eniUo^ ages of^v^roity.' - 
Ai^ again, if tk^ feot offt»d Mee# cut il 'W , 4.5 And if ihv fi>ot 
''^ 4iwidiXA much rWntion as tbhtj’wooldest oiart 

/ withe a fiangrened meiBhci^lor the pi^rvatton toenter halt mto iif.-, 
of thy life ; for shtjftWlhihft'yet nwire ifftportant than having two feet 
,‘is hdre’concemed;^«idyj? for-ijiee to fJtS u?efiri"ihat ne- 

, enter lame into thew^egiofta^df cillerfial life and \t.r shall beqii™<>ii- 
blessedness, though thoit.^ait ever to continue fldj [Mat. x\ in.— 
9(^^thait.'k0eing'two/t^(QM,wst in> 

.46 Where their 


their tor^ ^ aSlt, all 

^m^i^g wortOidtemm^ am^ytmre ‘the pv ts tivq areunotqucncu- 
fidi quUnchedf nor th,i|‘Violence‘of its heat abat^.^ci- 
ed through alj.the Itgcs of ettsrnity- , 

47 . Amf, torepeiftJO-whoJesomft^'ai^ nece.ssary li*"*'' 

an admouiyoh h'Udrd tiraf*'^’Ae eye <#/?</pfuckuout,[andwsl 
thee, or vWidld lip^iiMsairily-hhtheme&iw u from thee:] it is 

iiig thee ioio s^df'ishoop rather with thine own liir k’lf" 

hands to (earftmt ofliis |jK;lirct,d?{ii tgeo^/ %t iJIrn’IlfliMtij.;/ "n?-- 
(mayfrom thee'es an al)hojfrhd;thii*j^» 4 hani by i.te.j with im, 
complying with the temptation, |g'hazar^ thy 
far more precious Soul;.for /f ti-w fyr 
^ thee to,enter the of into 

everlasting life and blessedness, nith but IfHe eye, ■ 

. ‘ • . :rt 

their o'i(a--rA(tug;M''>ilwvld tie tlieii' ^tlingitis^ed - for want ul fiu'I lint 
iorweiil, and.ttiey sbmild^jiq nimble to t/uie i,hal['be perpetual fvo-l tor l/it inn 
disarm it^jr 'tlki&c artil|cqs ,^ioh had, “ that coriodqs it, pcrjietHal fiie! tor i„i’ 
prevaflcdlii the “/le that toi^ncnts it.” 'I hr winds ot 

jflifit Auini. libr. I. " tlie Apocr^l^lial writer m’ium' i.'u iit.oucrl, 

Antonin. Itb. \iii. 4jFst Jpdith xvi. I,*?, greatly illn!>(r.i‘t‘ iJn^ in- 

ediUuii of tbiti work I haie m«ft with'an ierpietatjpnj where it i> s.nd, 7he Ivtd 
e^pIlcatuiB oiTljit'se W(ii rls in fir- Atic oeafn’Knu’ ua i lie w u ked 


' a^lihn^e if. HosiippA)^, that bplK ■‘'rberngh thoo wast,^yrr to eoTitinuo 
meant'^'l^AjW;^. ab.] It certain, noimui will rn/r, mio 
anft'r^^io itho'tjrd, differoot ways tife bdi, vinimri, oi MiHfl, ab the liodie, 
'■>' t|tor»l™<J»g. file'aoQiejiUi „ jpf the gfkints will be restpu'd m ihc gr»Mt- 

’%p|tLb4^ l^'that d^>torff-my e»perf^on. J koj^ indeed, that, 


ttorff-Mv ’e»perf^on. J kq^*' indeed, that, 
^.. Lv"^'s>“Ii^*ffi*<3tudc in the e*pri'ssioii In- 

the pur(iSaItebti'mi4^;jh^|. fhe..^clvei1 in be aatd to enUi k/i^,fk»/iumetl,iiii,y 
hell, arbiBftrfrom 'jM.frM c«pihti.rion 4^‘, whoi.e siniit pasWhom a d,\iw.i.~ 
./■ .ivt i.x.i_i M said, /.r>erf..^ 01 ^/ihUi.the reruns of. the bli's- 


of tlife bAd]^; l■l"ed^ott(l ihUl.thc regfons of. the blis- 

■'‘"’If'ltft bady 'W ift ^^thW be^Lit is at '^Ijj^jut it ^H:inS to me, tliat the pro- 


whole, iMdll' ptr Wan 


^ mnitj t^Jifc may coBStrmc ^ 


grish* mOi'iased bv tb.iL niteijiieUtimi. 

■ I *■ fc » •* I ' ^ ' 



Offences 




Iratheri than iiaving even though ihd <j|fcer « 




perfectioh, 

all be being "iw- f, 

49 Where theiMnente(l'^th%vef|| 9 th^gp|Sp^.^'ln that dtetttifbHS 
worm (iiuth not aiid prisoft.-of (as I have a 

ihehitisao qu ni, - j^rwHjrm diethmff “i 

and the nor abated,' but 2 

pre^s petpetnaFl^lbitii; the 'miserable,^sinner that Jl 

49 For everv one 18 COftfl^^ed Vv* 88- the Sj^hJ^nt On^, | 

shall be *ait«f with the alt^r i^M^nse- 

r'“ifT/Si Af' 

with salt. /fiercelyi^.fio ev^ oiie of'those itphl^y Ctea< 

tures, vioddta of diyine'^stieejii^Jwfe'ii? ^tf’ 
it were) *«««{« M being 

consmne(fcl^Plt.,^ll, irtthhiMiri^fc^^abodes, 
eotitihue 

whereas every acdiiP^^Sil^: 's«j- 

soned pith anothet'Kiftfl v’^ven %at of 

divin^'gr^, whiciht^jpurifies't^ and pre. 
serves ft fipQfli corrojidon. ** # 


lit biftisio'O to thi»j'y!iou, my ^ciplcs, may rc^ 
mehtb^r, I havO^dnhot^y cat)^(§you the-salt of 

^SiifiU he failed uith Jire,] Grutins, it would impairtbSifOfce oftlre sentence, 
')|>aiihc'iiii, Gatakcr, Le Cleru, and Dr. leading to an idea, yjsry contrary to 
Mill, hvve abundantly a^nsVCred tfid'fa- what Chtfiyiiad sugg^Am abore, nohw/ 
vounte critiqsm of ^aliger, by which ^thaa ttr« iwi«, '■"? ' - 

he w ould hern icnd w./pid {mtead ufvuft^ '^.EtSu >^<^1 tamed toilh 

that It fnighl be renderdd, f.venjoiFemg ^tald] "J^lSyton hno«n, UiaVlhe Mosaic 
math- hfijiie ihall he rasftfliWt'hd learnedf this. See lev. ii. ' 

jiid laboiioHs Wolfhis has proposofl a Kfeii^u*'tt&ks, that w M contracts 
multitude ot interpretations on this text, and binds, it ‘ wa., IhOreftjre used as an 
De and Moos. L*£nlJint think'it refers 'eniLlem (fffriendihip, which he sapMUos 
to the fterif Inal through wbieh Cliris- otir J 4 >ti afterwaids to rrfer to rahd 
tiansmiMtcxpectlopass rbutthisneither that it was the foundation e^^Xh^gure 
Neeins a natural sense of the phrase it- by which a piTfeiu^.anga^^i *’' “ ‘ 

self, nor does it so well suit the context,' ^ fopeminf (tthtU, Numb, 
bv which it should >eem to be a reason should rather think it iiiWs^ 
why the infernal fie u never gueitf/ied. L' ouiiistoftee of dccedcy, tha^ 
know It may be answered, that it tablq ahould be saltd 

however a reason whyi/t|» disciples that; if it ba^'jany er... 

should practise the mortification y^uir- meeningi it wa%’^ %con>|^epd to fli> 
ed aboi e; but it seems desirable,'«hcM wqrsMpper j|h meiirTaV seasoned 


It'can be doneif^o internet the particles 
in their most usual seosi4'though some- 
times it is iiecbssary (^,we h^Ve'fete- 
wherc observed, Vol. 1. pate 
to recede from it.—To^ su^qroii^ as 
J)r. Clarke and some others do, that here 

IS a reference to the anNMfiMtjKDf the ___ __ _ 

jrebrewwordn^Ohwbichsigl^M^ther tfteii* oonsccrati^ to Go^ 

’•3 he sailed or consumed, setms very nn- sacrifices. Bom. xii. 1; w. 

w.'tnantable ; since a^LicrS'no-dttt has no/ 16, Compare i Fet, ii. Ur, 

'"■'-'b arabigmtyj not to say bowmU^/ 



with savDUiwseBtintfmta ^VMidmn and 
piety.—ard‘elaewlierc ,rc]>r<;- 
the victims of divine Justice: 
xiv. 6 j Jer, xii, 3; iflri, 10 ; 
^ek. xxi. 9,10; and texht, And 
in end of'this xerto,) 
tod in' anotbar view', ,w«h 
as 



24 ^ UeJecUm pn tlis mriificalm. 

30 Sait IS gou<j 


SECT, the earth : (Mftt. v. 13. Vol. 1. p. 212.) and, as is gooO: 

' ‘ " I I-' II* ■£ ’ but tf ,tl?e salt ku e 

sdt u a very good thing, so will yqi?, if yqu an- ioj,t bis mIuio^s. 

that character, he JnejitiiQiahle hlje^lngs to wherewith will jo 
the worU, by porifyW ifod liresefying ^ froin •““« 
corruption, and diffusing |he si^vottr of that hat-e pcjec one 
knowledge and grace with which you are «ea- with anothn, 
soned : kity as f added if the edt it&elf be 

grmn insipidy pith tphat pill you, $easm ii ? or 
what can restore yt^, if you ,afe.corrupted, who 
should he the of cm'^ m restoring 

others ? See to it, therefore^ that you have this 
. excellent sail inyourselpes ; as on^ instance 
of careful peac^ mth each 

0/4cSr, and do not j^yje way tu those very unbe- 
coming di>putes and omulai^ns which have 
been tj^e .jcccasiop of tuy present discourse. 


IMFROVBIKigNT. 

rootesid in the heart of fallen man; wlini 
ctions, nor edifying example of the luim- 
,ble Jesus could prevent it from appearing, even among tlio a- 
postles themselves, m so mean and unworthy a maniu’r! Still 
did worldly interest and grandeur so intoxicate their minds, tliut 
they seemed even against hope to have hf^ped for it, and to liave 
V found out a sti^gn kind of method of grafting these expecta¬ 
tions, even on the very cross of Christ, which was intended to 
destroy'them, 

Mark flow edifying and affecting are these lessons, which the mei.*k 
56 gpjj gave us,, with this little child in his annj>, 

whose example we arc itequired to copy! Lord, give us of thy 
regenciratiifg grqce, we may do it; that we may be con- 
xviii^ s and become as little children^ free from avaiicc ami am¬ 

bition, maiice and prejudice! I-luw ipelancholy i.s it to think, 
that many, who have by their office been einployed to read am! 
explain this lesson to otliers, and who have not been children 
in iiiderstanding, seem to have learnt so little of it themselves, 
as It had never been at ail intended for that order of men, 
to wh^ indeed it was immediately addressed! If there be 
any subh yet remaining in the Christian viinistryy let them 
seriously weigh the woe denouncjpd on that man by •whom 
•jtlie offence comith. May the iniinite mercies of God be ex¬ 
tended to all professing Christians who give themselves up to 
worldly pursuits and projects ^ and especially to those who 
inajcc the c/iiircb of Christ only a kind of porch to the temple of 
nmnismany and the sacred office itself mertdy a convenient vchi- 
e!c fof swallowing down riches aqd hpncni's! May divine 
f^race dpliytr tb from syich f*dal 6^65^ and form us to that 


Mat. How deeply is pricte 
* neither the daily instru 



25, 


Chrkt loiil not 

self-denial and mortifc,ationj withQ|t1^ vhich we cannot be the sect. 
true disciples of Christ; bat ? after having pierced ourselves x-m. 
through with man^ aimecessary here, fhall plunge <^ur. 

selves deep into,eternalpltodi.tibbh i 'l-f';., 

'May these repeated and d)^ 9 ^ftflp]:e]!>r^htations ot future Mark 
7 nLsery, wliich we hate now;i/»^;«^ib^,J^p^e8s our aguis in »»• ' 
a becoming manner!, tidings; 

yet which of the prophei^ under t}]«''li^h^i^pen8ation ever 
represented the terrors of the /^'d.bi aoeOi'fpl'a/tgbt as -that in 
which thou hast placed them! Xet ni^ of wy 'ministers be 
id'tdid to imitate thee herein^ nor l,at aoV of thy follGtiOers pre- 
huiuc to censure them May all he ewctual^ warned 

to fee from the wrath to'itt^t and^ ‘ is'^^^^uld not eitdther 
day be salted with fire, may'Odr hearts novfe- \ik’'seasoned wiWfkf40 
grace! and may we, by a modest and peaceful, a benevolent and jp 
useful life, be daily bearing a teatimpny to it, and^ as the salt of 
the earth, may we be labouring tp COre the growing corruption 
of the world about us! 


SECT. XCIV. 


Our Lm'd farther enfort^is condescension (tnd humility, and gives 
rules for the accommodaiion of disputes and i^ences among 
Christians. Mat. Xyill. 10—20, 


M\T. XVIII. 10. |MAT. XVIII. 10. 

'j^AKK het'd that ye pARTHER to promote the humility and mo- stcr. 

despise not one deration of ills discipli^, pur Lord proceeded xciv. 
I'm ‘'>e discourse which 1« Wan (to in the tor- ^ 

That 111 heaven thcir nicr section,) With the hUt6 Child III blS arms, xvin. 
.ui!?eib do aiw.iys be- and said, Take specied heed that you despise not 

lifier**\lnch*’ih"in ^ 3'°'* ' 

iit'.Ann. contempt on the weakest and meanest of iny 

servants, nor slight even the soul of a child 
Isay untoyou, that f/iefr attendant angels^ 
in heaven, do incessantly behold the face 
heavenly Father i*' and if the highest courtiers .-. 


* Thar attendant an^fh nhile in kee- sequently that dilTcreDt ai\gck arc at 
tein, &c. ] The fathers looked on this as an, diifereqt tinges ,$i 4 iployed }ti this kind 
arj(uiDciit that each good ntip has bis office, if it hB'i|Dce^nUy\pltifonned. 
paiticiilar guarmn mgtl • (see Suiccr. The iiienerai ^^n•e^splaia«tha^the high- 
Thesaur. Vol I. p. 13.) And OlOtiiis also est apgel^'dh not di.sdnin, on proper oe« 
seems to allow tlte force of | appre-.. casipns, to ^rtorm ser\ices of protec- 
keiul this {lohsaf^e rather lutiinates, that tion apd fdendship for the meanest 
the angels, who sometimes ajtewl the Chcistiai; $ as St. f^auJ says th^y arc 
little oar spoken of, at oth^r tinier stag'd all n^iUer^g smUt leni JurtA to mi)»sier 
111 Cod’s immediate presence j and con* lotke hart if taisstm: (Heb. i. 14 ) I sa}, 



26 Nor will the Edthh'\tlJFer^iw of them to perish. 


imcr. in th<i woild above do riOt disdain, on' proper 
ttfciv. oc■ca^lo^s, to rniiiister unto rtienfi, much 'less 
should we disdain it. ■E9uec*’'{»1iy Vhen you 
Xvni 'iiuch greater an idsjtan'eb of con- 

1 i descenMon you have'edntinually * before you, 
that it is possible even the .should give; 

for the Snv ofaiaii twat greaf and il- 

lusfrtous l*> rsf>n&gt»,' caiHi unt, its nlftny have 
imagined, to rcdgfi and triumph upon earih, but 
by ali the of htin^iUty and endearment 

to sinethaf u'tnch was, undone; and he 


11 For the Son of 
man i<; come to save 
that which wab iub^. 


takes a gracious ajjd 'Con^faut ovbfsight of the 
Igast, as well asGreatest, of his redeemed 
ones, (Ct)htpare' Luke xix. 10 , sec^. cxliii.) 

12 fVhat ((o' you think would be the Conduct of a iiow thmk yc = 
falthfu^s!tepberd^ If a man had s. flock bf an 

hundred sheeps and butiwic’ oft'heyn should wan- one of tlieiii In g-ono 
der from the rest, would he nf leave the ninety- “stray, iioth ic not 
nine m their pastum dr fdd <i;i the mountains,'^ Innl^nmullnh 
and go oj/^witb the'most solicitous care and la- the iiioni.liiiiis iIikI 

13 l)our to seek that whien is gone astray f Jnd if he seeketh tii.n v im ii 
happen to find it, I assuredly say unto you, that *'’* 3 "^”]’/'"/ 1,,, („ 
he will bring it back\vith greater pleasure, and that lie lind it, 
the recovery of it wi^ give him a mwe sensible oiy 1 *>ay >i«to vim. 

tfife safety of the ninety-nme wAjVA !*« ■'‘’J"*™**' 
had not wandered at all. (Lomyiare Luke xv. the uhiciv and iiiiii> 

11’4, 5, sect c\xii.) Even so the love and ten-«hi<ii wtnt not 
derness of (?o<l for those who are regarded by 
him as his children M such, that you may be as- not the will of jom 
sured, it is not the will of your heaverUy Father Father windi ^ m 
that any one of these little ones should be lost, 'I'-'t unooi 
tor want or your care in attending it, or through 
your negligence in seeking its recovery." 

15 And, a'> in order to tne recovery of your ii Morcmpi, ii 
•wt^aker brethren, admonition will frequently be shall lu- 

ne^essary, let me lay down a rule, which, when 
lU/^r societies are formed among you, it will be 
pigreat importunue to at.t^uJ to with the ut¬ 
most care: T/" thou shalt know to 


hccaftse'to Jd/ifiiJl'Ae/flW^Coi tlieso little ones, and notapAx^f of Ihn 
mny n^fifutvveaiHn^nimMi thiP»e,AaAhe annel^ bekol(hn^ (-lod^s lare Sec noli"! on 
an alliMioii to Hi# uftiee chief mini- Luke Vul I. p ^.13. 

sters in earthiv conits, wtodaily con- l.eaeH/te nmelti-nineon ll-e mtim !aiiis,\ 
turt^ yith thoir jvjliiop'i Her fJrotihs^''The original will bear cithei this tcih- 
antCcotiiparc'2 Sam xvi. 19; I Kings mi. 'stinction, or that which is giMiri m oui 
0; Estli. I 14; and T<uka,l. i9. common traiisl.'itmu, but 1 have r.ithcr 

t* 7‘’or lAe Sun nj m<r»hiingelf ] ITie jiar- chosen to cuprcss it tlms, .is most agire¬ 
ticle for hero introdiiccs another reason .iblo to what we find in Like. < hn)). sv 
to enforce the .eounuii not to de^pt'c V, itct. 



pas'* a-taitist iUpp, go i;>e guHty of a fault, uJmI he shall sinagainst thee, st-ct, ' 
bpuen^t**'tiiee ^and reptwe Mm itt the most convincing, yet xc»v. 

him nl'one: ‘ if he tl*® "!<»* geft^o dtaftner„<hat thctt canst 
shall hear thee, thou tliat he fiui^ 'take it^thd belter, let it be done 4 <f- xvxii 

haU gamed thy bro- ««4 ; "if-he Will hem' thee 15 

with’due welt* for rby tins means 

thm hast\-fecif^d' will return 

to the wajf of .his. dmy, the friendship be¬ 
tween you will'llras be tE^Uib^bed on fiiTtner 
foundations'^tlian evet^ in behseqnence of this 
substantial ^ken of lhy> knpai^iat sincerity and 
But if he will frankness tenipdr. (Compare Prdv. 5i:^viii. 

or t«. mote, that in thee Oftv ov iwo fMre, wBo Efc persqDs of 
tin- luiiiitii of t\vo or cbaracterMand reputation in the soeiety, (hat 

wori'Vilarbr^bu. mt^^add . greater'wmi^ht to the 
biiditd. admonition dind>hiay be of service, either 

to silence his o^ijections, and bring him to a 
sense of his faulty, pr to prevent disputes, and 
justify tby conduct, if tike matter should be 
carried farther; as in 'the mouth of two or three 
witnesses, eie'f^ word may be established more 
eflectua}]y than it could.otherwise have been. 

1 And if he shall (See Ilcutr^tix.' 15 .) #/{d shall be Still in-H 

(If !:im to hear them, corrigible 111 his fault, and disregard them in 
it im 0 c ajyicc tiiey offer him for peace,' then (ell 
It to the whole church,* or society of worship- 

<hm in the most fonviiicing and .cootexlif may illuKtratn the spirit 
Out thou (.aii&t.J, Ihe word aneCffy^SlC^Ajaiiltitufle of places, in 
igiiitu-.. to imitiiue'^ null as to a wmcH hbpld nut otherwise be 

nlnumi h. Coinpaif Jobirviii. 9, 4(i; learned. The"otd Eiiglish editiowa’of 
'M S 1 Cor. \i\. 2.*; Tit. i. 9; .nid 1539 aiMi;i 1541 rCndor it ,.it tn the 
Jaine^ 9.—^'fhe lo.uier will obscrie, I conj^re^gfion s apd, I thinH, prop/'ily e- 
fffu n iu..,e to giM. the fall force of a noiigh.^'Ihe ytord church is ilubappily 
Word in thep.traplira»e,rathertliaii great- grown into a" tcrin of art, and has by 
ly t.> in< reuse the number of woi'N in di^lteiU persons a vari^.ol serondary 
ili< \ir;>ii>n, though so lacteascd they ideaa aniiciceil td'it^'as Oje Wat|[4 haa 
iiiiglii expiC'.'f no inoic than is expressed bcanfifutly shewn iii his BSsays’ on'^ U’n» 

III d single word or two ui the Creel. chantalileness, p. '7—19, Hat 
‘ 'ie't It the whole chinch.] 'fills is ^ip.vgcqeral an assombty, or wnftber 
one of those many scriptures w^eb would of p^a{d#, called together on whatever, 
have been \ery intelligible, if tKey-had otvasiwi;'as is'well kAown. (Compare 
lint been learnedly ob’Ci lod by ingrbii.' Acts' jfix. SjJ. 39.) It is ih theKew Tes- 
»us men. whose interest it hu.berii tii^"4tatn4itt grA'eraUv used, for u 

I pread a chuid o^ef'lheni, ' |'4in im»n; pnrtitiilar (Acts »(y, 2S{ 1 Cor. 

and tjion convinced^ that .ihe rnigar ir. 1*7; mv 25} 3tvi.‘J9.) but BMiietnncs 
Siciisn of tin- Xen Tcslaixreut, fJutt is, the it used f^^thc wbelc body of C'bris- 
sciif.r in whigh an honest man of plaiii tians, Locatish they air- ndir called out 
seiiac noiild take it on his first Veadiiig from tin* n'^oridj'and are- at la.ft to be gu- 
the onguidl, oi an\ cood tiansUtioii,-is theix>d'to^bei'|ifthepri‘'i.nceoftlirist 
almost every where the 'true general tbeir heail^f® The*, n. 1 ) a.id to cJutll 
seiibi of any pa'.,flge, though an ,ic- lor ever Irith each cthc., and with 
<ji'.iiiit uui"'.lit. p .ig», and antiquity, him. ^(l'PhCS. iv. 17.) Compare Mat. 
p'ii|< an atteiiM'c meditation on the text xvi. ISj Kpli. i. 22, ii\ 10} v. 24} and 



Whatever they bitid 6h: earth shall he bound in heteoen* 

»Scr ping Chfistians to which he belongs, and among the 

^civ. w'loiT) ’lo has immediate commamon in eospei "^urch, kt km be 
ovdina:»f'*s i oftd if they concur in any aomoni- unto uiee m oa 
tion to the offender, and he bo so far hardened » 

17 as to disregard the h^hole church, or society of P"® 

Christians, you have then ddne^^r utmost'to 
reclaini him; and while be cohtinheB.in this ob- 
stitute temper, you will do well taenter your 
protest against it, by forbearing any intimate 
friendship with such a .person; and let him 
therefore in this case be to thee even as a hea¬ 
then, and u publican, or o^r meet notorious 
sioner,*^ to whom /would perform only the 
common offices w^liuiiiartUy, but #outd avoid 
his intimate society as scanoalous, and to whom 
you are not under those peculiar obligations 
whereby Christian brethren are bound to each 
other. ' f V. 

18 These are the maxims whifeh yob, my apos- isveriiyisayun- 

ties, are to inculcatdton'my other followers,and ye^shaii'^blnT'.!! 
let them see to it, that they duly regard yod; earth, shall be bound 
for vei'ily I say unto you. You sbkil be furnish- •• “"<{ 

ed with .uch JWne illuminaaon and naiiunce, £ii 

as shall abundantly confirm the anUiority or beloosedinhuaicn. 
yoar decisions on every case and question 

which may ocebr; and fnliy prove (as 1 former¬ 
ly told you^ that whatsoever you shall 6iW,even 
in this course of your humble ministry, onearth, 
shall be bound in kiaven; and whatsoever you 
shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. 

(See note •* on Mar. xvi. IJl,' Vol I. p. 485.) 

19 And further, as a cemvincing token and de- 

Cal. K" is, S-t—According' to Bichop 1ms, wNdi oommentators mention on 
Still ingSeet’s interpretation of this text this teg^' See l^btfoot's Hor. llebr. in 
(in hi!) lrenirtim,b$^lc ii. cap. 5, $-8,}it loc. and Setden de Syned. lib. 1. cap. 9. 
^Onld be ren^kred.’tiW ti to Mtusmilg, ‘ t.Ss a hmhen md a pubbean, or other 
or a select company. But it is certain, must notorious sinnrr.J If I am not 
the force of the article is better iVOficv* muoll mistaken, that celebrated text in 
ed by our ver^n j and ai. und oa j^ty Titus .relating to heretics, (chap. in. 10.) 
it must be M^Mhembfy of (^j^ians, tvhfcb requires that a man «ho disturbs 
(compare J so no intetpreta- ..(he peace, or subverts the faith of his 

non seqpiP&' mUurat, as t!^ it i^«ild,i4^iistian .brethieii,' aboutd be twve ad- 
be th^t a^cr^hiy whichuhder a pecu- ffioviAed^^ind theu-discarded by the bo- 
liar obli|atiota to watbb direr the ptoson oiety, be much illubtrated by this 
ill question, (compare 1 CbifrdV. 12, 13, passagei. VWhen such a case occurs, (as 
and Slims, ill. 14, 13.) amflAnt, whole ^vell as #tl«naaoifcnded brother has just 
advioet add remons'tranccs-be wispecu'.' otiose of oOmplaint,) each particular 
liarly .d^ligcd to heatu AiM^ d|is was person concerned must judge os well as 
likewise eoiiformoble td thuAj^ge of the he can ; remembering he is answerabk* to 
.Tews, who adnionisbce dl&n^rs in their Christ for the impartiidity of Such judg^ 
synagogues, and to iiiaiiy of their max* ment. 



Repctions m ^ ^ church censures. S 9 


vntoyou»That if Jwo 
ofjuii shall agree on 
earth, as touching 
any thing ttai tliey 
bhall ask, it shall he 
done for them ofiny’ 
Father which is, in 
hearen. 


20 For where two 
ur three an gathered 
toTf 'liei irtmyname, 
there all I in the 
uiidsc of them. 


nsiQnstFation of>|;his, / unto yo^i That this sect. , 
autliocitv dutl power not only shall attend the xciv;. 
action?, of your.whpl*^ united body,.lJut even 
any lifio ^0% ihafl agree together here on jJJ-jij 
eartht* coacernMg anif thm'g 'tehieh they^ shall 19 

p^ycr, fprthe jnu^u- 
Wn con^roMipon aif ai^y.^Apeir deStwininations, 
it ohaiLbo iQi^e4^atplv 'thefn by my 

Father in Ter hut/wc or three 20 

are assembly m my^mytet regard W my 
authority, and to,Jifae; purp^'s of my glory, 
whatever peculiar uepah^ be, i am there, 
by my spepia), ti^ugj^ prcwenee#|j||ii,#^« 

vf^t aiid #^lfshe«^by all proj^lS in- ‘ 

terpositiott'Of my vine power, the. re^rd I 
have to tljetrinU)^ andithep prayers* 


^ ^ ^ . t, *, , ' * • t 

IMPROi^MBNTV 

Thus happy are the»neawc«l.*»rwm^* of Christy in tho'care Ver. 10. 
and favour of their heavenly Master, mii,m the angelic guard, 
which, by lus high .command, are pOfsttniieliy attending even 
the lambs of his fock. So ct^etefrtidbg oxeyihiablrsssd sprits 
aboio, that even the do not disdaih tormnister 

unto fhe heirs qf salfuatian: i. J 4 f.) Let -^pt the wisest 

anil greatest men despise those, whom imget^ hoqpur twith their 
guarchanship and care; especially since the Sanmm, that 
merciful Shepherd, has come for^ into, tins wikkrisees to save 
that U'hich was lost, and eveti|[p seek and ret'Oter us when we 11,12 
vftre gone astray, autl should otherwise Jiavc wandered on to 
our eternal ruin , 

What could have been more hfi^py fw'the cAMrcA ^ Christ, 15, 16 
than the observation of this plain and .easy r^/r,,.tirbi<;m he has 
given for ending disputes among his. Adlowera 1 And yet who, 
that sees the conduct of the generality of .Christians, would ima¬ 
gine they had ever heard of such a,role? Ins^^^Olthis private 
expostulation, which might often bring a deliiatie to a gpeedy 
and amicable conclusion, what pnbUi^^tges / hhat passionate 
complaints! what frequent and labthyed: attempts to tafae^ if the 
least scandalous, yet. dpt tbP ledit'^rDfCiottt \tUid reomge,. 


I If any tm<dym tb*U tgm Jogethni ifJwyemUMrdiirai^.suecest'iraB expect* 
here <j«.«r»!lA.] ']^tei^tSo«xpr«8iily te« See Toamd. de 
fers tiagre^i^tRateaf^ I wei^er cap. xp.1lC <„ ' 

th<' learped and jedici^lUa editors of 't^e ' "i/t siagik Ulnn, KC.J That 

Pru^:>iati I'estsmciit etwrald «^tder. ftriIbis referntoii Mtraealout caapir c/ puyer, 
an^ lino of ym shaU two on eartt m % gopd , may appcftf'froSaiueoinpwliag Mai Yvi. 
nnisruluneiug mtk each thtr, f^etbaps 21,^SS!'; Mark :0* IlSj 24, John xiv. IS, 
ihcreiuay bearefercniw to the notion VJehn,£ti,;^ j v. U, 1.^; anilJam. 
the Jews lied, that it was ueee'Sary at v. Id. Si^'yflildUon's Works, Vol, HI. 
least o’n should cone nr in secial piayer, pageS07i“’ 



36 often an cffeiidih^ btUhar should 5eforgiven. 

sEfef. by wounding the clinractdrs of those whom we imagine to have 
injured us! 

As for churcH-^othisuteSf hOw lamentable is it, that they have 
jjnlg conformable to this fuUl and in many instances so 
contrary to it> in almost every Chfi4t1an nation unocr heaven f Is 
this th«; form' in which (ccdeiids^al Jtidgmetiis do appear in 
the poiptsh, or even^n Uid protesttlht world? Are these the max¬ 
ims by which they JwiTe be^', or by^which they are determined, 
even by those who'claim the lisvgeat Share in ine promises made 
to the apostles, hild boswt wi.th'the ■'greatest confitlenee of llu; 
presence and authority'lBff'iEAff^/ <i^th them, to confirm tlioir 
sentences and to sanctify j-^iperbaps,'rapine’and murder? Vain 
wi’dlipbed confidenceus earnestly pray that this di.shonoui- 
10 the Christian naind-mayvOVery where ^ away; an<l 

that true religion^ and even cemmotv humanity, may not with 
such soIemW.wocAway 'be Aea^Qy4idinUhe'7ti(fne of the Isrd. 
j 8 Let humble suba^ion'he always"paid to apostolical decisions 
in every difficulty; and lot'Hid'piWKim made to these leaders in 
tlie%(?Am/w?i chisirehi b6*soi^fe<dnchonigement even to ns, on 
nhom the en^s tf the sivrld'are come. None but an Omnijire- 
sent, and coQScqTsenrty^^'pjvine Person^, coold say, JVhemcr 
20two or thrte.are' gathered togeth^ in my name, there am 1 in 
ihe inidsi''of'tketi%. Hts’noweirjind his goodness can never be 
impaired; left it thcrefdre be ah'enconragement to social prayer: 
and let theTemembfatieC bfewv Redeemer^ continued pre^c^ce 
and inspoctiph, etigage'us'to Irehave ourselves agreeably lo the 
relation thattwc claim to him,u and to those expectations iVoni 
him which^we profess. '' ’ ‘ % 


^'■■'SE'C’T. XCV. 



Otir Lord eabtionsi!his egaifiSia revengeful spirit, and 

inculdahs rmdtiat'foi’gwhiesSi itu' the «0icHftg parable of the 
unmerciful servant, Mati' XV1 il. 21 / % the end. 

, - MJ^T. XVilli'ai:’ ' MiT.xviir. 21 . 

ythtti ^esus had-giy^^ this .advice for 'pnfiN came Peter 
; thC"a^ommodatioh'j|i?^BdtIfereocCiS^. among w him, aad said, 
hi»dimpK'/!»r|r;Wrtfogiti9igh^ " 

XVIII. cd by ill-disposedi persgo®^.^^ ®«pourageq^cut ^tnst me, and i for- 

21 to ollfer imurieitO'Ctli^ts: Me to himkmmis him? tin seven 

Lord, hm oft^midsi’^f Jorihbe myi:-brg0rt 

he off^^ againit i go 

til ^'bas repeated th^Hnjury sevm times f .' 22 Jesus saiti im- 

22 And Jesils^ in to hirtl, I do not to him, rsayhotun- 

merdy My to thc^, ^i^even times, but even till but untliV^l 


snenfy times seven: in'short, the precept is un- \ciiLj’ti-n«-. se^^ 





Theparable^j^the servant, 14 

bound^(i, and yp^ ajust never be wpsxy of. for- sect. 
giving your brcthreui sioci'. you arc so much 
inor^ indebted to ^p^iyiue mercy, than they'^?^ 


can he to your'{» 4 '. 


1.1 


;f 


Mat. 
XV r* 



fam V .ig wMtti ]ts,pp^tjition M 

would take .iccou^t /(i^pr ^ 

rulq^l^pyer.p ’ 


)>f liiH !:-Ji vanes. 


< he had,a gtealj, npiuo^r ot pmew under lum, 
was .^tern^nej^ tifk Aepunt 

'1 1 \i)i} when he 4nd h^!be^<^n /oat 

,, , . _ - j_. .t' - 4 *.. L..^ i'. . ' j *. 

•nl bpgiin ( 


«ur r 
to li'in 
linn tLii 
J«'nis: 


’giintorw'fcon, 

a- brought 10 W'bfch 

Tiandta- .h«.M betfn placgd,^^ 00^cp/itidcnqc, 

. . 1 < 1 _ 1 _ • _ _• „ ^ V _ 1 _' _ * i * I • ’ .1 . I ' 


' whi^b t^'at |jo 

him a pnd, stood qo- 

B It forpsmuth courjtal||e i”*. * Jnd^as25 

j»>7. eni'- 

• sold, and «pr tbp (Jeht„, pr {Cp0sid|;rable com-, 

cliildK'n lipsjtion for'll,/iw ^^jJ'^.^'CQrdiiugjpt) jTfeqqeot 
.iiid .ill that ht lud, custom in suchrcfi.se&,,(Exod. xxii, 3i.jL©if. xxv^ 

L 3 v,h) - comnan^i himMe ., 

^p&t,forA;»tpve,, j^nd tu^/tis pt/e and chiMmit 
find aV/ipp gpdds Apd* pavmcM to 

' be made.the .price ,ijf them,, lac, as it 


. he 
Its loi 
inn to lie 
Ins wifi 


III lUi 



jiaiit lice vvii'b ine, thco tp have patienoi^ wt^h ific for a while lopger, 

aiid I will pay thee / 5J,/// cndcav«]pjf tp^/wy /idea//. Then 21 

1:7 rhen the r.ofti ^he lord, of, /Aa/prthappy Wvaw/, »jtl]ose affairs 


«■ I I 111. II iijv I iUiii V -I- r^aw *» » • 

of that servant w.w were S.a pX^cny .pCSpi^te,, mpg mltcd. Zi'llh. 

niovid witheoinpah. composmnt &&c[oa',\y.> disc^ged ami, 

^lon, and loosed him, i i'*• i'' ''” ■ * , , 

, m loosen niui, .Jt.j^Was tO CXpCCt hc should 

' • ever pay iifim, deefareti ep^contlLtion qf his 


» .Wat/ be likened fo, or be iltm^ted, hundred talents doinlt^twp 

lSi See sect, iviii. note'Vol. i: ^“Ciraf&^hd fivd hundred when the^'"ie]Qa£iir 

i> fhenf 4t»i/4‘R thmsaitd ttiej^tldeitdidtbe 'iteliiArh* 



which is sui.imttenl<cl'£»utti,Uiilt:^ieeo)la 38,) ^ad evwlhfts the buin''Qufit.hkve 
strange Antiochds Uie QrentdHlnld btl dtuonitted1^, ‘«£^6^7;S0)00O. See Ptid. 
able to pay it, as Futrupiur'lkUs' he hd Chnnact. Yw )[• and Vol. If. 

did, t> piircluwe a peace itiWMlni Ro^ p. tJJ8.—-Oii'rlord seems (o’have mcn- 
maiis; (P.utr^^p. lib, le cap. 2,} ihtchy' lioned shl&l^dAAtmtjonpiirposutoiii- 
I.ivy’saccoiintutibeoonditions of peace, limatfefhe nun^cr^and weight of our 
they were Wci/ro/st/tK'r, df will! Ii Anti- ofit'ncc.s agaidst'fSod, and oiii utter in> 
u. bus w,i$ to pay fifteen thousand talents, espaci'ty of ji|tk»nf him any satii,fautioH, 



' 32 Th paralde^ ^nmertifill setm?ti. 

bECT, future good behaviour/ he fraiikfy forgot 
- ;Stcv* Mm all me debt. ' n * *1, 

i?«r just as ihatiem^%t'i 0 eni out fro* the fnre- g„ 73 „t * 0 “! 

XVIII scocc.of bi?i ,generous and induIgg^'f^soVereig^, and found oncttf liis 
£Q Ae with ane^ af his dated fe»dw sert-aAts^ 

Awn-bat e veyy- inconsiderahlif h!fadJ5L^]“flnd 

ncT'ittore an 'htflaiid'haiula odhin:, 

hM ofhim hu fAe fAroffrj artd eiihftat sttengling atfd tJwk hm by the 

sM, iWf<■#!-«-!>» aw» ontisgeow onui- ^„7;"tSr 
net', Poy me tmt wAw/ilae imniie- 
diatcly, or I arjM det^' Aee ae^ttfy pruonet. ^ 

29 M his poor M f ^ festal.":; 

Jaef^ as he bad.dpe dx hs Mmt,‘and erit&am i.isfectiandbcsongi.t 
Atw, in^S|j® 'VCl^Vr^^ whiofe' he Him* hkn, saying, Hate 

self had used bui just'before on the iike ocoa>< >««. 

sion,ni pay « 

30aftd I wUi etideayput 0ed jfw/ie 30 And he Hould 

miMnot be Mev*ted'htootfjib^.fih*bear hiiivany 
longer; but went away' wul^hhtj'before tf ma'- “1' hft"sKouM'pa'y 
eisrratei and^east kijn pmo«, protecting'the debt, 
he should Ua there skmddpay even the 
last fartb^ibg offA^r deAr. >,•.. j- 

wtwdone, the^ were emeding^ gneee^at whaTwaTJonMhTv 
an instanqe of uneiCtitiipled* etuelty .fro* a’ ninn wire very .sorry, and 
in bis circutnsMflees, fl?Mf came and' give their 
loH tbe king m exact and faithfol acceunt 0 / V*rdoiip” " 

■ the wHfde nsnttei',* wh® wai'highly loUehi^ed at 'sai rhcn his lord, 
32 so inhuman an 84^0* Then his lord, Ahww^ 
cdled hint seM mte Kim, with jhst in- 
dignUtion, Thm w^kiA end barbarous since / servant, I forgave 
tbotr hnovrest that. / fTkukly fergave thee rf// thee all that<i«i,t,t)e- 
that vase; rA^Ar wMfch Auowfedst t(y foe, «usc tiK>« desuedst 

33 cause thm didst astdreat pHtipj'kfkdsImildst S3 Sbuuhist not 
not thou aha have Had compassUn eh thy fel- ^ou also have had 
bm .viT«mf,'wh^?h- itt^thy power, ^r^ji as l but 
Just; before hed cofdpasmn ipn thee?^ Thou mi bad pity onW? 

,, audition .of bis bituoMi^j^bo<> -, / fdnfcikeir lord iftieractand faithfiil 
Mvipur.] This %itjcircoiiibto^i^^^d- aetaitntt} This is the meaning-of the word 
lag nataral, and by tbe's-iSvoi^oii aftW'H^ir« 9 ii<rai),a Albeit hasthevni j Observ. 
pardon Afterwards,'it 4 ptinssih^Ki|^y{jtn-*'Vr^. 11 &. s > 

jlKeck. 7?i4tred^!l:edi/aied. Theword<}vXr is 

e^ AiOidred ^>«Rer,) the itotalirar»aterin<if'ri!jntHMb^-nor dees 

^oogi^lf^DariBe ot soee^^/^o^ bslf- ft neeestarilf^implf more than tenraiit 
penny;W> out mOoei^ itvamouate^'tb. ^ifoompeieWet' **y 23») Yet in this 

thren^oimds and haltVa-erOwb, i .-CMseetiana 1 thought it would wrll bear 

^ ^ tkt throat, an^etintW stlhDgling the version Ifhavo given it, which may 
tiiioO pit^.iitipoft of the best express the iitdignation with' which 

aord jTViyt, whiclKyet meiV'Stroncly ex« his loid is snpiiOsed to speak. 

I.rcssex hi.s cruejty, ; - 









aiwilfe det^rtiifi^ t» tr^;Hfcli[ee 


.to-mentors,^ tiH te 

^ ,fii<»nJd pay'll riwe. ijWflil^widsbOb' titeh ^ 


«•« 4«e u«0 l»n, -; > 

* • ',. .rfjnejBient,^?pliifoiim|i¥®i^i^:i^te,^^^^ 

'‘‘^tSilil^ Je^’^bbifcluikil^He \vitJi siu'-35 

hmenk'^]^mw:4eal 

y.’ froitj y^Srts , ■ 

.iorjcnenot«T»i>yo»e<«<;p5f^ s4^ heark'fo^giofi vAj^Pwilfj- 

1H‘ l>mther.M.«irti^,^^^ . j ft folAt Cwifr%»n^ci^S 

strictnestby'th'e »ev^i' 
rity offendfog 

- '» '. UffethrlS!;^ ’Vv*"'"' •* ' '’■ ' ■' 

• aA .•..^r^ .al. * l.k. . , Til , I- I m. a 


>.Sd||tf 
1*1 henm 


unit'd io 

I •! ..«!<'' Id 1 . « '*' 1 #'. Li- r f*" 'll '* 4 iji. _ ' • • . 


promise 


patient' 


I •' i' *lL t ^ S,LU L .'•' ' ■ - p ■■ 

l)carancQ, it must be Ibe ignofftnce, tir of pro- 

feuinptuDus foHy^ 'Wben addisessetfe^'i-^l^vg ^b^nows'^br'pQ. 



ii, and ImJii'j^ur liv^' abd $11 ©aV 'lyppe by It, (ah 6i(r hhtthren 

it} the throaty beetle tliey ^ s^f£?/br,sbaH we 

eaiT\ aloQg .with us i^j^ ..^ 

hidden fire in our bosoiris ? I'or sbrel’y if ' 

of'our own ^outh s/td(litfek 

thfe justice,bf tli'e 

- " ^'k ‘ ' Mji'} •' ^• 

■^.S(j^(^-^ii^9 ttf.si^i^fia3Pi,aad, 

linprl»o4j^t|4s,anutch and^mMipHts * 

tn on 

(tlwu ',(ii^ildfli^^tl>‘'"Htj«ie -S^Kpedo’s China, 

irlun ti*MKit:!mph4%* it* i^^baMatyw^t .||i^.dl|lK)T'{G^htii:t)iei»eM8 pijababiy 

<d In 8Bbmit,|io^‘iverySB>eanfl*KlscaMjw ‘ a-’*t‘fer«^a’>®ro.; Compare ^ sjlsji 

allii«jnrq,hntarefo!jC(i|pienilv\ki»tJ«i willi'tbptc; l^. 


cliii-'L, or y<>lH>8 i)fhfco»‘y viood, in whiofiij^: 

\ 01.11. IX’ 


<16^ 



has made the application^ so shall mv h^aveny 


Y&mtr deal withmUf not forg^your brethren: and 

has instructeduids elsew^lbby to ask forgiveness only as we 
graftt 15.) Let na'tjien from this ihottient dis- 

V’*^^^AfcbaF^l5ur'X^^/J'til every s^ti^ent of fqincour w\A rebengef 
n.or.dvefj'atlew’a ivwd, or even iL^t sayoars^of it. * An4 
^ Wer weitope out addtesses to thothr^^of divine,mercy 

au^nisie^lfet n^tijt up holy hands, 
f'a>rrfi^, 4 Si'f!Nlii, 8 ’S wiilwdt {i Tim. ii. 8 .) 


^ -'.*- p vt» 



k..i’,.- 'V-. "!, 


Mark IX. 38. 


KBCT. |N the,midst’6Me,^rec#i®&ift4r8eVre^^^ ANU John ana*er. 
' jtcvi. ihg tO' huRli^ly^ffllM selMd®,,t^C aposfte "^ed him, haying. 


out iojjue cdtil^usnesl: loweih itot ns- .md 

bfeine» 'or thinkid|% ;.in^t feVtve sSJ™’ t'’f■ 

■' case irith os.) [Lvile 


V, ther illustjraiion b«^itf,«e»at*8 u 

that he shrift medtmnpiitilterAipte¥ mFI ord,»l£ w)] 
nn&ansyifired. ^mi Vdien'he had just'beep urg- 
a readhii^'to receiw one tjifiie^ of tils 

^ nr\ A tk,.... 


TSi(jiee,hef^ehil'doejs thee 

and neveHliad, as ivd appiiiticr^j anyf r^uW 
Commission from tbee^jan^ so.ipigbt;'poMihly ^ 
■h4l^j^vedW«^cas^..^^ pr^i^oacJi 


• # . 

y Jhik was a case Mttethiug rCietn* 



thoiigU short,.^fytafter theViewenf'b/iA^sWrK—Hr. 


ciilty apd 4s.,use 
^,CuHmg m dftmi in 



, (Starke supposii 
. Pio< .^the Baptist’s di^iples. 

It S"' 





i 







Vfii 




^ f f g 

19 Bnt Jew! nid Kii^^) T))^ M'hdf ,0T 

&;“fc,’.K«'> (9 tiffin for, \>j‘^ 

u»inan which <haii thus makipg nse uf my naro^^ to appears 
do a inwatie ih toy haT^ sQHie majsrwice an<l uegaAbr ^ 

!?’'pcilk‘l^!‘!)f niT ^ tbep^foiift set Mmi^fagamstibe; 
f I U i\ 50-1 thm ts no man be see^iPpr# $n<^ 


a miiPdtcle 0 my n^iMy U 

my shghl^ioj, ml 



It) 

ro^ whidi he 


thing dishem 

<*0 For he (hat is prolcsses s«cha regard: Artd be tlwt regard 40 

L‘S'*1Mix V diKouisge, om 

_ 0 ] who acWli^ riov: fovt wijfe respect to ^cb, ‘ 

* and m tt oee tib^^his^ 1 mi^sea prave^the 

leterse el that whtcli 1 hcp^oned on a dilfe. 
rent occasion,) and^hay, Wh^fmeritt^tiagat^sL 
iLifTfifar and .therfjjfiM^ I wo^M bysi no 
means coQ^ebijEM ma^w doing tW by which 
the kiog^d^ of &ian is m fack weakened, and 
my ndtne gion^d, inougb Ho have pot my im« 
hI Tor whosoever mediate and expre^ cogtmtssmn.. J ratb«e4i 

",™ ‘<‘> *7 

ir \ name benn^e ye a tokeo qf gsiceitt and af- 

bikmg to ciniit, «. fectioHJi, It evOTSOloconsulerable 

M'.1 n' “h” *if i fprowtty *' 42 , Voi. f p, 

it^aid ) 'a^hkkf ikm y&u mtJk a ctfp of 

cq\A water only in name, tW W kmme 
youbehm(f to Chhsff ^eply //aj/ wito yout 
Be shdll not ^se bu pr^^ppmonabio rewa}d>. 
And so he wentpn to-'Wbrn them pt the danger 
ot oftendingfoiy of ran weakesy oHts disciples, 
in the manner leconoted and expla*^ above, 
(8ee lVia|k iic. 42^ p. 2 <)>)l .And when be had 
conejuded that discourse ne not long after quit¬ 
ted’Galilee. Con^are Mat. xiY 1 6ect,cx\xv, 


ff h\ie fi )t rot agaimt Wi,?s/pr ^ ^ opj^e 

Out 1 urd h^d formerly jaid, (Vat XU, WHhed, well to it $ 

10 ) fie fh Ik 7 ^ Aith me, u o^tusrt dspi; tCAMlnsble when d)JS«b«usi. 

Iherdiy giiing ffis hearers a jxsjixitdn'l^ SO pisny di»coungdhl«nts 

(rftirv ad IQ aitton^ ihdt en the vhiliW Ftmhi!h%ataQy'Mio now concealed then 
(hi yrar bet«t en btui s id lataA tOailm WSSfd nt^re aftcrwa^ animq; 
ud of HU iieutiidity, that d^jyie ed eouiaguMj^ to profcM iw Ito) ^'h at 
were iinit(’«TrpitiOr tom wotod (Mly bS ihtrgreati^ it^ard —1 canflik with IIr 
trrated is to*- wStotoHM. (Sm! Id Awtori toipress dectarstiea of 

\fl I p J99) Bat here, m another regstd toI^diSttd biio been more nt- 
view, he very amisistoney atolediesw tm-<iSQr)a ts« fbtiner cose than now, 
MU indseeuitiittt^op rstte iWmerb, bulAl flVtOtl; ohxuio'w that Christ re* 
< ounU rpart ot ti e toiuiSr, directing bn qnire, ns tabf in n|rigjroos to judging 
I )ll iwc s to judct ut I ihdk ebameters (■ oursches/dhh^ he mions us to be in 
III m St undid inai'ner and iliantdblv ^udgn^ eath^tbei 



30 - Jftejiections' on tn piv^oas and censorious temper. 


iMrtbovEMfeNr^ . 

1^* ' tt is ^(1, that st-hich^feisiains in so many’Christians, 

and tSi^tance tlppeatcd in' the belo<'ed Saint John, 
shmild (i^ifedife'ajyosiile Jahies e^^pr^sfrsil,) lust unto em^: (Jam. 
iX .*38 ]y.'S.) ill does that spitit bccomie a and much 

indtt a-Wi^l^’yfef'the bencvOlen|. J'esM® ? The apostle Paul had' 
' leiiriW, ^d1^I^J,1i!better tetnpiefi' ivtien he 'rejoiced that Christ 
“ioai preAched, eVen by those‘:5^'tverfc bis personal enemies, 
(Phil. J. I'8.) To seek ojrd^^n'gldty,-is not gloiy; {Prov,xp\ 
iH.) ami to confine. rdi^iOfl to them that folloto us^ is a narrow- 
Ttesd' df ^pMt wdiiicdi <V6 ahodtd abhor. 

!^^40 ‘^rist hefh us adovply exatiij^lie of candour and modev- 
atMi; he was tviKmg to'put the he A construction on dubious 
• cfees, and'tptfcs^t’hOse who Were'not avowed and 

deetared^tfrti^tVa. 't*ferha{>5 ift Hli^’ffistanefe*, it might be a means 
ofk!)VeiWirtTinte and perfecting wfiat 

W’as Watfting m'the, 4ith and ^ the persons in ques¬ 

tion; atlpa^l it ififreed theJprO^Ut state of things, in which men 
■tfre to fee Judghd. df by their pr^ws/fww and octiems, as their 
hearts cannot lipmediatety'ili^ .Cpftainly be known. 

. ■ Bnt'ie't m judge oursewed'^^ih^i^sticrsevgruy, remembering 

there is an appr^hhig fli iehck'ihe secj'eis ^ all hearts 
> win be made muit^est;. in Wh^h those, whS 'Kave indeed been 
neuters in the war between .Christ and ^tan^ will be treated a.s 
enemies', and those other Words will^be fulfilled. He that is not. 
•wiehme^'is agtimstme te aiul. }^ that gatherefh not with we*, 
scaUeretk abrbad. jfiJ; atid I.uke xi. 23'.) 

41 Inthat'ffay, may'Jhe,.Sii)^p^r1ty'pf our heayis be discovered, 
*aHd- then we may rejoie,e'f|r tigs r^ibated assurance, that the least 
'rert'iVlJi^rfhail he tdndly reraembei’ed, alid abundantly re- 
Warded aetftnrd^g tb the ‘^Ibhes tif diylpe bounty and grace. 


*' SECT. XCVII. 


IV 


sends out ih With large imtrucimis, 

iyffekoe apostles, Luke X. 




% 


these Miw^bef^e hfrdeiJarted from i? ter these 
Galilee, the intending/whentlie ^ thtitgs., the (.ord 

approftebing feast ortabpriiaeiej^As bvw,* to 

? when ihi' app^varhiilj'^^ajit of ta- more reafonaUtt to j^uppotic, that Christ 
barnn/iUs wa 30 >er>] Its^Sinstobemuch sqpt oyt the acycoty before the feast cl 

*4 



chiift '«■ 

appointed other se- naakeonejouroey ipofe Qver4^e co^iBtryi^ ift, tljc 

ftl!! tlilf year he was to speni^ Varth^ MR- 
hcfwe hi^ face; into t»/» snunt^.nthers i||:l»ia<JUciiSes^?4s<?, bv'siclejs the 

every city and place, twelre apostifej SO frcqueiljtly meijtwneci 

■ out ifi^togpthpr, 

d^ytcnd OKire 


were^ he dwiled ihe who^^^^PTIstq , 

five lesst^r ciw^iits* y-W’\'' ' - -, 

•i Therefore he said An^l at theie Mtihg out. he*g 9 t<J tfietl} 'mijoy 2 

““i’froryil^'; ii»por<»nti»WDClioli«,.(«arly-ra^^^ t^*} 

hu( the labourers«hich he po'^cfore eddrcs^d to theafj^Iesi 
1 prwv ye there anti as it was a large and field fprkttM-" 

Itdiich they, were toWler,.^f iae'd 
’-mid sl'iid fortii la t$ tkenriy^ asiie l^axl formerly dope to jlbw ^ 
,>'!rcrs into his hiir- l)retlu-en, ix. 57, j5§, Vol. t p. 405.) Th^ 

' . hanest is^i^e^greH^ aiid many souls ^e-to 

' he uatbered in, hit the faithful tt^ourers arc as 
yet very Jcu}; prh^'m ther^qrc't/ie Lord of the 
harvesfi reoijjd, hy biS iwniqdi^tt; access 

to the spirits p.f mj^, thmst labour¬ 
ers into his though tho'work may prove 

so fatiguing and b^xardous^ that they are natu<F 
s rally ayer»e to it'.®.,;.'',^, . 5 .. 


tahernaolii^ than after it; considering; 
bow little time he had between that and 
tlic feast ot dedication, in which interval 
>!(' dispatched Ins last circuit in Galilee 
To take from those three months, all 
tl.e period to be allowed' for their joar- 
nc'\ ,irid lettiri), seems mconrcnieiit. But 
]t IS astonmnnt; that Mr, Le CIcic, and 
. some utbeis, should suppose thatth,Ciie,in> 
striictions were gi^ento lUerainClijut’s 
JoMniey to the above-mentioned feast: 
f(.>, not to mention the impossibility of 
h ilding a discourse with such a nujihbcr 
ot people on the road, aboutap ailxiir of 
such importance^ it i&^xprassiy said, 
John rii. 10', that ho went ^p to the 
feast of tabernacles privately; whiel^ill' 
utterly inconsistent w ith his >being a& 
tended with such a tiam as seventy, ga^ 
(according to that ouilior,) cig^tyHi^ 
persons j for jLa Clerc sup^Ma die 
twdve wer^ aisp u'itb bi«n.>H>L^ 4 hall 
cKtjwhcre givd ray reasons, why.l' sup¬ 
pose Uie story of the Samantaps refus¬ 
ing him entertainment, (thditglk rncdvd* 
ed r.iike ix. 5l->^56;) to have happen^ 
cd lahr than this. (Se»§ cxxvii. noth 
*•) dt present I would only observe, 
**ii‘ the expression, (Wter these things, in 


the bcf inoing of this ebapters may cMioi 
refer to’the stories iinmediatcily prcecd- 
iny, in the close of thif former, frora ver 
the eikl^or.t;othegeneial i^girios oi^ 
ey^ts-reeioril^ abo\ e, ilioijigh (as 1 think' 
the 'evaVj^eliet himself s'tmngly mu- 
matek,) ei^ little hiktoiy be transposed. 

b tfji feiii'tA^eJI»0 /a them,] Luke 
tiifi oniy.eyangclist who'havgiren us th)s 
acebjunt of Christ’s sending^ out the gc- 
venty; .‘ind it is the less to he vohdenPd 
at that he should do it so parlicularly, 
if the ancient tiadiiion be true, which 
Origen and FlprphaniiishavcineDtioiiC'd, 
td^'Jie was biinself one of thamumbei. 

Whitby'a Prefi#e to 
W<re)Kvi^n this to be highl;|^ii^|^l^, 
and^Vayincousietcnt widi w.nn%it£e, 
has the'beginning of Im gospel. 

* 'f^ai he wouki thro it fm tf^ more laLour- 
m, &c.] Luke Mat- 

^IheW |n A i^lJel passage, (>||ak,^. 3d;^ 
'Dse%e w,ord which literally sig- 

nides to tfirvft 'dia} I was willing to ex- 
presjiitjhe 'foieetif it in the version, n't, 
well asabe paraplirnsc. (See note on 
Mat. ix< 2S, ^ Ixxiii.' p. 40J )—So many 
of the exprt^i^ns used in thi-, dtscuuise, 
arc to' be fi^lad ;n that to the twclvf, 



Si 


^aBcel*, And as for vou, go your li'iry^ with all tjie re-' 3 flo 'y«ur ^?^ya: 
•Wt-SohitioB a|.d JeJ youojju eiimloy in.j& mU f.rth 

nistry, as lodeed you will iifeed u ailJ,for o'Md, wolves. * 

i/i sb many defenceless/awi^.y 

' \ 4 t« ravenous and trufel Yet ^ Carry neither 

. as you go under the singular care of Divine 
" Provideuc^ W'ty mi with- you any jpuroeioS man bv the way • 
.jn»)ney‘f for your p^ovisioiis, i^r 

• rwr thfttf.you have liQtrIbn your feet; 

'■«onstay’sop\pcb asto wartas you 

-pass binr on th but let it evidently 

.appear to .all who see you^ tljat your thoughts 
'are/uil of the greaf erranrl op wliioK you go. 

^ S .r/fld, in all tluSij^et^es ojli your journey, carry. .5 jtMd into what- 
% alorfg withiVou thc^ehe»evok}Ut affections whipn *'"■ 

are so well auUed to the destga or your mission: be to thi<. hoa-,o: 
■into ’whakver.Mwte therefore shall •happen 

to co^ic, at ymx firsi eatrojno&sa^Peace be, up¬ 
on this housCf and pray that jir^perity and hap- ^ 

€piness niay attend the whole iamily. Jvd if 6 And if the <. 01 , 

, and heir gjfptfdk.'t', dr any truly good man 

' who is worthy^of such blessipgst^i^ i>T th»‘ 'not’' u' 

house,.yoMrprayer for pt’octfatid^iprosperity shail shall turn to juu 
he answeretl, and shall post npo» it; but f notf “S'l'n- 
it shall hot,be entirely jest^ but shall return tip- 
onyou^ and you shall be the better for those kind 
end frielKlIy sentuneuts, even though the wishes 
they dictate be nor exactly answered. 

7 And when you .are entered into any lodgings,, 

contimio in the same house ^ long as you stay iu 
the town, cheerfully anji contentedly eating and things as tiiey gm-; 
drinking wkatyoU Jind with them i for os., on the nK-'iaboiir r ■- 
one hand, f/ic connuon.///A omw w wyrlhy . 

his rewaMi and therefore you who take so much 
pains to bring them to the greatest blessing.-^, 
have mpeh more righ^ to *your entertaiumeut; 
so, om^be other, it is beii|e^yoft to be very 


m. 


r.,lxxv. Uiat itvi^ gcncr^yo 
to refer to 'the' paraph 



^ ^ Fpdlythey were employn1 on thi' 
'jiarlienliiV mes’sage, he reqaiu;d the lor- 


notes there, ior the expHcatitm of theoi teai.tnce of tuein, that eviry one who 
here. , ' , ’ «stt tli^ pass by, might perceive that 

i jYor' btqy to satule '^kb as yon Iht-if ^inds were toll of the most iiii- 
pass £)/hilh on uFir./] 0&| l>'ord''did portant linsiness, .ind that thc'^ were 
notintend by th s. to forbid his disciples earnestly intent on the mmicdiate dis- 
W general, nor even ai»y of WS ministers, patch of .it'* (Compare S King ^ iv. 2-^’) 
,a decent use of the culitomary tdkelis of ihis war- the more ne'eossary, as Hu v 
< Mil re<*pect to othir-s any Wore than rsere so miwh gtralteni'd for time, bee 
h'! forbids Uk, use of shed# and purses, above, note \ " 



How tke^ sftaU^edl 

Go -not from house solic^us'and niee about fhe-m^ner (rfit:' 
to house, therj^fe do 7io'i i^ate an ijretieecssM'y trbubjfj 

■ ill the family wth^ yoa ar^, ot \ffQ 

homd to dnotkert m ho^e«f a^comnliodl’ 


a^comniiodl’ 


8 Aod .into what 


■ tions during, tb^sbort sitay ijMau'npltetfi a'placfef' ' • 

> Andy I repeat'it; again, f .;, 

A 4 Vi 4 


^etbeioreyou: cepi K&m Km^nwA to . 

difficulty ^at atkl driijik ■ 

9 And heal the sick biftn'i^^ut' And I mi sutf !t,p»t i^’ipt» ytiur^ . 

‘“r.'lZr'S *e“ ™ >Wtrfmtreci«ii0^ ' 

kiiigiiorn of God is When 1 Gumuiimon ;^u, aM do now, ^/teac 
come nigh unto you. f/te SW^Akat afeAll W, SmJ UntQ ^h^ihi t 

Tiii kong-expect^ eoini' '> 

near ftnm^pui ievd therwove prepai^yourselyi&8' . 
thankfiffiy.:^4p^ii% 'the ofiViirbieii - 

are thds f^ly to,you by'the MesSiab. 

10 But into what, js^it i^to whafsmtkn' ci^^ym come an£theu W 

rnS^riuMveTon P^rvcrsdy'«set th^sclv^ ag^HSt you, and iq 
not, go your way-out fiot entertain nor .^yuuriueseagej, 

into the streets of tho go qut ofitiJ$nd a Olosi 

*Tf’Em)*S)e \efy poW'c andtdl^n manner, Since yon reject soil 
dust tiryun’r city, gracidUs dn6 important a message, we 'cannot 
which cieaveth on b«t copaider y&U' aa^euied by Gddj and de~ 
n' 311^1 ^vou-*^*^ 001 - certain ami Inevitably destruction; we 

wlMlIuiidingV be ye th^ OttTselves froi» .tdt that be- , 

.sure of this, that the lougs to youi tflid wtpc ’off' fncSffi our feet, as a 
kingdom of God is testimony aeatMt' vott. even the. very dust of 
come nig unoyou.^^^^^ ujhich dmots to iiSi^ nevertheless 
know this assiireSyi that ike Hngdonv of God 
is come near uUto and iir. the midst of all 
the.caiamities which yre to befal you, let yxmr 
consciences witness that mercy hath been of- 

12 But I say unto I’ered an^ refused. And I say mVp you, as 12 
i oil, 'rhat It shall be I formerly did to your brethren, ^hat in that 

day for Sodom, than day of the finm-rndgment it shaU^uhoro to- 
for that city. levahk accursed inhab|u^ of 

Sodom itse^y wne^^vor 

it be fouu4r. /• ; 

13 Wo unto thee, Noi^l^hile our Lord w|s thus mentioning to 13 ' 

his se^nty dis^les tha fetched c0e of those 

' ^'i- ' 'a'a!. - ' ' ' 'f' .i 

^ qf very dust yoHf eU^, Slg,} strangely sn^fioses it an allusion to thosC'*', 
For the importof this solehnt action/see where, as in what we call pie- ' 

sect IxxiF. Qot 0 o, p. 'All, from whmice >-p^wd^ ftiedspo^^dre^)kovrti, uontro- , / 

it will appear, that ffr. Edwardses singu- vchsias vein .immediately decided, as jt ' 
(ar interpretation, <Edw. on Script. Vol. were, people rotiid r^tpe the duttof 
tl. p. 189 —193) is not only foreign, but theh^iho^s^ - 
i.'oQtrarv to our Lord’b purpose. He / . > >' 


for that city. 





rejected tlie gospel, he coeld not forbear ciioirarfii* Wa mrfo 
xct^ that tbrs- was the cQRclitidn' wv'some 

of those cities whereJie, himself h^ matle the hadS 3 Je i,> 
most freifuenLvisits^and the longrat ebude; he t’yre S'don, 
f therefore the f>athctie -laipeutation'he *'*'* I*®®'' 

ha<l before, taken up for them/ aird-sakl. On hara'"rwt’ whiir 
diis aocont|tv//c tcnh fhed, 0 thou obstinate 


Ghoftiimf, th^e, (} thoir incorrigible 

. 


rn 
asbt. 


b i> k-’l-Zih and 


W' if tfUs Tifondei's whuh have be(' 
wronglti in yunt had been done I'li fyf'o onU 
Sidon, degenerate as they were, tJoy fiOuUl 
have repQtded Imrg siiivay sitting in s^itckchlh, 
and lying down iiv to eijmiss the depth 
,j40f their Jmnijiiatioti^^ancl sorr(7<r. //ti/though n Ri.i iib. 

* vengeaw'e jj^ long suJce been executed upim more tt.ic.i!)], i,, 
thorn, Gq^^vrHl make manifesttlic impartiality 
’of his jusfticifj, and it shall be motS'tolerable a 11" 
the i\ay of fiis trfcmendouS Judgment for 'J'ljn 
I5and Sidon than for gou, -findthanf 0 most ua- ii in.i nmn, ev 
gratoful and rebellions Captrnaum, n'ho lia^t i'' "'’''**". wiu^h mt 
won distuigofaiied frottr all the rest hy niy o"l||7'Mhni!tTVl 
longest; resuleitee ip thee, so'that thou In st (as lii in-ii 
it w'ci'e) been lifted.vg to heaven in that ivsfject 
as well as in magnificence, atitl,wealth, shall b-j 
'brought down o,yt:\igo .and sunk into t)»'* 
lieepest and niost iffoeov^rable ruin, since thou 
, hast heard my gospei only to despise it. 

And then turning to the seventy dwciiiin-'i, il. .u- Di-f ir 
who. still stood.around him, lie concluded Ins “ibyo'i.i's i'itiu'K 

instructions to therh in .these important words v!Iu.*'df-ilL'!dr.l!'- 
(to die,same purpose as lie before had sjud to andiicthat 
the apostles', Mat. x. 40, sent, JSxvl) He that >"•'> ‘’‘•‘"I'vih 'mi'. 
heareth yoUy in the discharge of this ydur em- 
bassy, heareth me; 'and, oa the-other hand,.Air 
that nJeeteth-yOa, in like nmniier lejtcMh mo, 
and he tht^t rejeefeth mot rejeeteth him (hat sent 
me, wen fh'^ FAthec credentials 

J bo||, who will pimish t^J^pism of the 
go.'fpef, as impious rebels^ locon. 

renin Jiis Infinite Majcsty;i^.fih«t provoke his ,.i* 
mighty power. 




r V ' ' 

f FTc repeatedt.hc pat}|i:ti;C‘)a):uciita;U4.>af: n^islit npi\ have iheiV duo wti^ht lUth 
■ A'c,] t uHSfllcnng tlm uiWlfouAte tifat- tUinr, _«ho niigUt 


-|.cr ttf our Laid, it is ii<j woiulei Uiiijt lio 
t.ht)ul(l renew his. laTTieiiuition u\6r tliOEie 
i.nbappy place:, vhcic be bad »0 inti 
warriv conyerBcd, and BUoultl 


paw thetn fivcr ton 
wlieir tiiey oteurted betoto, lu 
si. 2t)—(See stel Iiv. p. -VJt-, 
3'25 ) <dv.that unpciutuit er(':i- 

TUTO «l)o reads tbetti,.n)i^'ht know lb<.{ il,< 


do it hi such words .'is these, ,<io rftell c.il- oj k'u vai^ to/idcmiuUivn is note bc~ 

ciihled to alarm, and iinprbss all th.it'.'/err/ns w.. 

•’loiild hear or; umiI them. Oh that tlicy 




^ lMt>ROVBIi||^T. i 

*■80 unwilling was the blessed Jesus to fpve/oter his hkud At’ 
tempts for mens salvation, he prcj^cted thrpyjifh 

the country, and sends forth 

than the former company—he'rendws htS^ fWetVwrwwy to perish^ 
ing sinners, and ht» lav';entatiens Qv^er thbti^ wh Oj|^ hitbeVtd 
■ vpjevtM the iounscl of Gprf «0^nst 30;) 

Thiij lei ns love th ■ souls of tue^ ‘. thus fet If^ate^'eii-" 
{K*a\<uirs t(» (lehver them j endcavoitr»y whkh Wcittlo'lwo^bly 
i)>‘ jnnoh mot.' successful than they are>'’ifthese wisSii Ahd graci- 
(II', It motions of Christ to, bis wn>iw/ers%efb more attencivj^ly ' 
•v!>'.L'n'' I by those who are honoured wijb tha^ipj’portant oli^e.' 

l.'.'l all ‘inchS'ast tkeir care npo7i God; Ietthcft^o^Mchee!f-3, 4 ,^'' 
fiiii)' in .1 dependence ou his protection and fevour; .Jet them" ' 
cair\ ibout with them beArUi'fMH of afS^ipO for th»''ilvhore btl-7,’8 
snail rice, seeking and prayingfor tbe'pi^itc'edf kll arotind'tbemtjr ^ 
cticerfull V vonleuting ihemselvh mtk mch things as they haw 
\flcl), \iii i;) and neither pursuing the grandeurs nor the deli-' 

'.at ies of li((' sviih an ea'^er attachment. • ’ . ‘ 

Si'iid jovih, 0 F.ordj sncli labourers into thine kaf^eitf and 2 ,, 
luiKji.iie them to a bccsm.ing vieflil Ip’tdieir work,b^a deOp'^ensO , 
«>i i*at dreatJfiii ■ mdemnafion which those VrlH incur-Who, 
sij ^niii th -i, pour contempt on tlioijc: il/tfsWfe, and his 

/, 1 / Fitther, in whose name be sent / May-^od pre-‘ 

,M\r I'/i '(//(ntry horn that guilt and mini' 'JHe hin^l^in 
<nJ IS looto tiK'ih unlo ijs, and we s^reii^edup toheaten by our 
prn leges, m.iy we not, after all, feuusi'doWw'fa AeWfor tl3ea*l5 ' 
bust* o( tijcm * bill may divine grade make such'ss way for the 
gosind into our hearts, that we inay cOfdSallv T’etehe ali who 
faifblully proclaim it, and bid them idtkome in the nbine ^ the 
Lord' ' •' '• 


SKCT. XCVIH. . ^ 

' ' 1 r. ' 

Chn.'^t discourses with his hrethrm^^nt.f^is going upitp the 
feast rf tabernacles, dnd stays Hhw met . 

“vii. 1 —13. ' • ; ■ ' 

lOHvvii. 1 . * ' JdH^t■^lL 1/' 

^tYFTERthfeaetfiiiigs ,{!• TEA^i^thfUgS', thatafter he'|ad mi- 
Jesius walked in A ^gpQlQbsl^ fed the five thousand, wafted 00,*-''".^' 
the sea to his disciples, apd discoursed witb;tbe 
multitude, cftiicj^ftlnff^ bread of life,"I 
for some dr trpTfiHed, as we before 


■> 4.fni Aete Ain^s, &c.}. Tlmsc that particular of tkem, sieci ixx\iij. 

r have niCDtiuHcdKete, arc tte last which *4'xi(Xn. • 

had bcutiecordcd byjjpha. Sue a more 



. h^Mb':Sr€ihren urgi of tabehi^dcs. 

•S^. "ot>sefvcd, itk Galiket and there instfi^d his (Jabjcoyft/rhfewotjW. 
'disciples r *(*?e p.. 14 .) w&uld thep 

or-cbfjversffifaiiilliarly m bcfause $ought to kill him. 

. the Jmsi more especiall/idieif rulers, in>- 
^' e^ised hy grd^ing famcfw hi^ ^^iracleS, and ' 
the freedom of his.dischttrsesis, sought an oppor¬ 
tunity to ^/.<^/«i,o.eithcr by private 
' tlion, tujno^j^us assault, or ;!'i ' 

S And a very noted feast of ini Jew^ was'than 
neat't which ft \caVm\ tk^east tuber nocks ; 

. instituted in commemOt^ttion of thei^ ‘dwelling 
in^,.tehts in t|ie witde^ye^^, > and ei^ebiated in 
' booths erected ^ tharjiittrpQse, with great so- 
rt leninity and jqy¥^{Seeif«v, txiii. 3 ^/^ se^-)\ 

2’j^erc/Jn‘e near hinsmen in 


2 Now the Jews 
feast of tabernacles 
was at hand. 


3 His bn'thren 
UieMfore said onto 



confirmation of their faith'^h%qe, behold-’ thy that thou doe»t : 
miracles,, arid'^tw the mighty works which\thou 
4 pdfifoi’mest hiire ; Fbr thtSvetirement seOms not , 4 For ihrre is no 
at all to^uit ^ greai pretblftibns thou art tha- aui^ 

king to a publ^' and cxtfadtdipary cliaractery ],ehfrn8elf.«ekelh'^'' 

'as■ it is wdll known that no ’itUtn wf/f 'choose to be kimwti openix,.. 
act any remarks^le iVt secret'tkut is ^'/>7j,'tkoua‘'tiif setbinj.'s. 
:^cff 'desirouij'\ik&lheei, to be publicly krktWH and 
talked of;'’ if theSrefore, .jhou art really the 
promised Messiab’j and• 
which we so often iCe at home,*, by a divine 
commission, go op to S^^salem, and there'7na- 
fii/est thyseU to the j^eatUlien of the worlds and 
appear in places of the most public Uoncoursc; 
and thou const not have a.^b'^tter opp^uiiity of 
doing it, that) at this celebrated least,!:‘.wnich 
brings tt^ether so ipany, not'only from tl^jG! jaUd 
of Israel, out froaj heigbb.tli0|ing countries: This 
A t||!Cy’'i|gid, nOt 'OUfc'or an|' and A For neither, did 

ji^ect, but to make and 

*’ Jfe vauld not iit Jitdei^, .thjs ^ (hrly known to us, who have no eoncerm 
niay be an jniunation^,ei^er tbathe WM them 'Seenotflb, sect Icpfxiik Vo1 
not at Jenis.ile'in the jmceduig , I 

. or at least made no pu^io appeardhee, «lhai u kimitlf Sei^ats bt puUicl'f 
'Vir loog aboilu tiieie.' |[,dD!iiMn«nped to l.iioAn ({h4 talked of.) Thrs seems to be 
'thltik the fdrnier Was ^tha ease.*—Un- very uiwidiousS^ groundless insinn.a- 
(luiibtedlv, hi<. oiitissiott of. a jjhnrney ,tion, aitf he w^s aetpated by ostenta- 
tluthi'r, at some of tl^c gteat feasts, tions,views the contrary to which ap- 
might be Miiilicatcdby his extraordinary peared so oridently in the whole of hi-i 
eliuracter,andtho'einttinatiuni heipigbt conduct,tbatnothingbutbascenvycoiiid 
Iwi'P fnpm hisjipavenly F.ither, of being 'surest suck a charge, 
dispensed w]ili, for reasons not iiarticu- ^ , 



hnn believe in soii||e nae^UV^j to upbr&id hip^'«^kb,*th<uw 


IMS bt-c!|;1inn believe Jn sOi 
iDbitn: . - ■_ 


giTcTof hi^^inemis^nj yetn^^' dU hU iv^. 

wheii ithfey siW..j(hb« 4 i^«^^|t 110 such" BBethod^tt'^f'' ^ .i 
)^^ij^s«Ifa,nd bit ram%f «s thgg^nugbtinn’ > i 

wi'eaeVer b^iou^ abpeat^lsjlii w’K ': ' - ' 


6 Th«A Jesus said . 

imUi tbem, My time to tpaufi^it dTfteif, oir::^go ^p. lo 

IS not yet comtw' but , ^ik is (Awftvi r^dy^ 

^UT time IS alway sufib^ft cir 0 ti(a>tl»fli^ 10 yi^r.case IS coaipa- 


tcX ^ «u!ob,a cir0aa>si»^(^ m ^mpr.case is cooipa- 

T The woridcannet rativ0l;ji^oftcry .,youvNawen07‘ 

hate you, but me jt reasoQ jU^f^r anyMory^;j»|^uh» vili:4he.ibcrl^r 

Ilf l!v 'Z piS^eiptesfpf 


hati'lh, binfause 1 


caimot 


«fv of It, ti«t the ''"""7 v;rt3- 

woiks thereof are evil. carna^'jj^fftef^^feftyi^atSt^BcrSi^havt^ floihrag ' 

particular oppe^Unu,; but witelib hafts: not on 
aoGoarft of an^ 111 action vrbicb lf'have commit' 

, ted, beeaukj and a de* , 

siire of its r^ematioov / 4ftpr wi^ testisnony 
3 ■ Go ye op unto concsrmn§;,kh 2 ^^^)® 

this feast, i {to iu)t^.^iierefore^;,^d whenever you* 

up yet unto tills feast, ^thout and aoqmesco 

, ,in wbat f noyr tell ydM,, tlip^ /.do wf fki lyc(\ go 
up to fhis I jut^e my 

' ■ . \ '' !''V » 

A \eiilicr (fid hii brethei^ ie$eW.m iU)a^’(^lpv[e!itf.l3sdr welUgrounded hope 

&c.] U IS astonishing that^hese ii^r re- ^ 

Intions of (.'hnst, '*bo itnvit hdvcfindso '’^^/4[l’ilB^fye/].go a/i Sdffet/eort,] The 
many opportunities of seeing t lie. glotlos ‘ teeder’.-dia^ ob^r^’e, UHtft v&ctfne the 
biitli of Ills oharactc-rapdniiraclo, (whtjch ' [y^ vhipb ptiMyers to «?iw in the 

last they here ex[irrsi,)y ^knowW^,y WgUi^^ i4.e(Otctl^ i the reason is, 
should continue in niifaelief, - ‘ ytbfrtbiiy eiv> tfe^use If (fo Indci^ dow^li^ther it was 
happily bud it down aa a ,first' principle,' m copies.* And' this, doubt 

lh.it tlic Messiah must''be a /ewpnm/ arlsns, nob^itlirely from Porphy ry’s object- 
I’niice, and finding this inatk of his mis- lug agiar^t tl^, as a falsejii)^, {fur * 
sum wanting, and sreingl (mofii strongly qbmexjien^e^ltas tifd^t^ltow little 
th.-ui others, not so infimately li^ertant ^^ttuiSmCfitlstiaaitty'at^wbeM^ 
with him, could do,) his aversion'tp imy,sM^seiiitalioits cf -sn-iplji^) 
such scheme, they would yield tb'tiO'^her feairafti m^ efvmgthat Jcitgft. and thediter 


Vunce, and finding this inatk of Ilia mis- lug agar^t tl|(8 as a falsehiM, ^fer * 
sum wanting, and sreingl (mofii strongly qhmnxjien^it^lias little 

th.ift others, not so infimately li^ertant ^^ttuiSmCtiflstiaaitty'ai^wtieM^ 
with him, could do,) his aversion'tp imy,sM^seiiitalioits of -isn'iptji^) 
such scheme, they would yield tb'tiO'^hqr feairafti ^lM efvmgthat Jcitgft. and thediter 
'proofs; and ate, 1 fear, 'on the fetal lijit 'lti^wi^eht;1lidbers,who reply td that ob- 
<if those who'peruilted, as thousands now jp^on, do'ndh^fmtdd their antwer on his 
do, byopiiosii^ hypmhisis to the passi^'tvrong, but’Sit tlieyjnst- 

I )r Sykes on the truth of Chrlstiai^, »{>. ^Ttnight, on ^h^tiniatiou ohr L»d gave 
MH. ' rwhis^iutcQdinkportly to g^4o the feast., 

•’f%e rwtJd eaiindt htie t»W-l TbeSe’ ih'that esprtfcffldD,\i^<iiiwM'>i»tye//atfy' 
words, pnntia as they may api.>ear,eofttiiiqi ^dtr^ife iSf'* glorious tijrtimony to'the 
a most awftil iqsinutttii^, tiMt these hi^''iinl>|enil#W thirty of out Lord’s eha- 
kinsmen were persowgpvtsrhcdt^fely'hy. ranter, that‘■iKi:d»miiing and invctcratean 
eai n.il views,and ther^ire destitute of the, eiunAy was ferced to have recourse to such 


4 



44 a^iid^fhe Jem ai^ ^tidcd'%^t km. 

w 

, con venient time of doing ndtjietfuU fi» my tune « not yet 

com, nor do f j»eed to be ^rectedf , 

^Ij^Sr^my cpndi^t, on snp|| occasions* 

j.'M,-th;™ to^go “p;It 
; . continued m Gamee fof> aayp Jon- in Galilee. 

loger £ut when his hretkpe^ or But when lus 

■ ^ •'sw ‘‘i'^if ^Mf *¥ .f 

■ jCki^^Itot,puMh'l^^ with ^ attehdfUDt^ up^ unto the feast, not 

^ he^bad ,oftcm (done^J*- hut^^. ki^e in se^ct'it’v^h, liut*!* »t were 
vritb ^ iniich privacy^ inieciet. 


a$ 7b€u tbe Jews 
toe fea.st,andsai.l,Where 


11 , Tlie Jem mrefore^cii^^xm 
usoaly sougj 


' fmt, mil said, y||>at isH^cba^e of ^shs, and rs li’? 

12 'And thp!^e wm, \n 12 Ana there wa^ 
. rri'kxMvHng mang'th pCn^j^ePntM him; m«<* mormwins a- 
fyrsofite said (as^l|ey had^'^^llMhe Sofe 

nor of his Ji% ^0 Utpoat roaip^ to cbncjndo), Mid.rie is a man: 

■. Surely^-ke ,is .tn cmineotiy pious and a go^ said, Nav, hut 
, vum: tut oihtm^ndpc iheffeurge, of strong pro- ® 
judices, suspected worsty aiip W 2yi^, 
xi...-X i„ 1 -/X certaJi^'iseiMC^ the ig- 


thjst cannotbe,. 


jes by tii»s power 


, fiOjrtintp(rpy/«ct',L^ - ^ ^,^-. 

doing itand fciip wisest .part of'mankind 
' t^st see that he at last draw 

Ida followers iijtb Other irappstors 

havo lately doae,' ’’(% ^ 7 ,)— 

j3Thus, they ,privatefvjf‘the matter; 
hffwbeittn^^Mf that.thpaJli^ii^vborably of ftitp, 


Huwheil, 


n. 


mean and .m^hojij|;'sipi^iig, .icyd bgA^rfwented tumself frorq the uo 

k. pwha))s theex- 

de Artp Critfca, part iii, p. 232. ' po»tula!^i*nril^bfBtlwen, Wr. 3,4, may 

nHtolsotMl nb tl thtJfiUi.] Our wply^'th^ aw yft obvioiisieason 
14 ml misht IlniMm ut of- for ibe mpraft eiuqh. this question ex.* 

particular dangAr^ u hkik;‘Wi^K' Waix^- ttttdoubteillly our Lord used ge- 

di^ hiCihhlg at CK^' ^ naiwy ti^fsttond on thete occasions. See 

ia^tompiny uiMi' bk 1btt<qfore^t|iiw^ V<>hX|>. IxsriM. note'’, 

awiheroforeinipropar. f,.' It is possitaie, aaour trans. 

Iwve sui^maed, tiat the word «?( 
1 look (ui this 8R ^ W only an ek^e^Ve'j but b> me 

Kument, tbpt tlu<tstory;^Xukeu.Al»k^'wi^^ probable thatut qpt jmpro- 
Ad, C!mdDt(a8iifincofti{iKa^'rssuppv!||^.:p^''^rSqd^l|«^,^ff?yt;U^ 
fShte to t^,j6urnqy j' siliw it is so e»i« aeeordingly tb<f .IjbBpi miit.1 have some- 
dent, hf {hen attenitK!^ Vitb n AUAHiy' titden gi>«n it.—W*^ shoAU not, I think, 
WHS train of'foll'weni ,/'<i|jiiipm.ib)tftaj|k^^ <!0i^u|qA»wl to >>P q’^de 

*i6t. xcril. p. ap. • ' fiitejgnifipqjS bf'credit and 

' * White ii he 9 or nhai'eau Kavp'pre-'^cBarJMaer, el^wUy. iri^tbe sacred pen* 
veptcjtbiscomingup-totJtei^stiJ Ifour, men. 



ran 


spake {jpcniyof ^oke b|«»cI fveedoiin isoncemm^^il^^ 

‘^ • rafeiW. »ino^ the Jfws^ Were 

V r>f hw growing lo^ed Mtjb a 

'*^ry,'ijjalignaijrseye Qa all^o t«i>k,ony pec^-viui 
• ^ ”-'.notice '"'*>' ' 'V '' '' 

'■ '*’'-»' 'M^"' '' ■'’.' 

without the hl(»^ng, aoibe of ri^fUims 

of Christ bips^ff by'iwlmni b^^ bedn a)os^%ti:^et${y ka^wn,'. , • 

were not prevailed aptp to helidkednhim*-. ^^llO then can >1^90- 
clcr if some ret:eaib,|hs^i^|n^ tbe inost regnjkr and pious ‘ 
families? How Wacbvayditie tafaaKleis*jf 4 e un^ to him^ wbicit 
is founded On a ctirdialand obedient^ff^, tham^fwbfch nrose 
from bands hoW'JB^n^<^l|r should we watch 

hfdthren ef 


against those casrml 


Christ wePealieiiate^ifisoiMild*^^^ 

*" ■’ . .K ^.si' . .. 'i dl .'<.11*’. '.ii- 


Our Lardy we -sebj, 


f^retoa' 


ton 1,8 


and danger till M's't^^kcas'fuM^b^i andw fe'^ouinliaty to en-* 
deas'Our, by all wtoiiihd wprtgifet prohautions^^to aecai®‘and pre¬ 
serve oorsel vesythatfehiay have ojwp^lpadt^^'' ^herserviM. 

In the coorsfepjfsndl^tfervi^'Wnirasf c^jejfedri-espec^ 
apfiear under a public ehai^d^^ to nfeet with a variety of (sn- 
ni7'cs>\ but let us ti^^mber, ;]diSit ^iwl^hirasetf went trough tsoil 
i'cport and good r&povtj ‘b^ 'sorae‘iipi»^ade^U8 'fl 
by others,and those the greater part of^is'ofloJitry<men',cOndenm-< 
cd as deceiving tKe pep^. I;ei^«ts^loarn ^CifeO^ipatiently to «iti- 
dure such irijuripds^.tresttoietit;} afn^^.^desydur to behave'oor- 
■selves so, that we ma^y hav^ iii tesi^kf^Aw the oonsciences of 
men, and in the prfe^ce of Gfiid^af^ter>the example ©four 
great Master, in svfdpUcity pmdgidl^^^ccrit^mtmtk fioshly 
wisdoniy but by, thi^ grace nf>G^,^t0i^a<se,pur camersationinthe 
.world ; (3 CoV. i. 12.1 Tbimiwiitfibrbl^s ipifimetifihrance, 
and the honour aW teWard or our faithful obediencocontinue, 
when the memotfea td^tkose that reviled us arc perished with 
them. ' ■ '' ' 


•' -'•'; , 
3 


.1 / ''3 


Vi 
■' '■» 

Mf. ‘ -’ ‘, , I 


% 


„ 'SfCT.^qat,' 

Christ, gaifi^p .prUdtelu dti'Hp feast if taberna- 

‘vindteates Ms eont^yM^rther iitgp the pt'oo/s of his 

jDws S4. 

J[t^ O W, iarautldiv, we#e dirwfr^divided -in their senti- 

■ , 'J\ \*' ffiepts abttut pur btessfeditfOrd, and though 

I So one, that thonght favourably of cai^sary. lliose that thought cuiitcmpti* 
him. ^r] The reaaon artertraiUii gi^en bly,of (Tbpst, might have spoken thcir 
renders such a rebtrietiun dhsolutely ne« jaiitids as freely as they plcasi^. 










'\ 


^flieyiiMeerly inquired after h}m,''.ttiey kttciv not t>f ,^'c feast, 
K- ^ J Oi •',(..» , .. . /i ^ Jeragwetatspintothe 


..where ta^and him;, but nmin themilil ofjHe teSpieatSTtaSt 
ffeast of tahernaehia abotit the thjm or“|tCmrth , 
jj davj /PW ttp to derusali^,;'and eptered. 
r ‘purely Me the • 

■ who'WA|re'in vast mtiltU.uides assetnbt^|t|i^rO..' 

^ISAnd the ffws who beiwd him ''j,5,An«!‘tho Jews 

, ■ • saving. If0 does h«* 

'' , or bpw comes‘be to be so ws^ aequajnteil wrt> thati iett«-rs, havmp 
^ Sacred literattire, hs to be abtd|bttt to expound nev^ learned’ 
the ^riptua's^ atid iq. ttppiy hiiAsblf^to^;^ with 
such gracefulness 3 nd:^proprii^y, hatih^ never 
leat'ned these ar^ of^drdsS' Ut any ^ce of 
' . public educatimi!? . ^ ^ 

16 te Jeiusanswend 

sdeh reasbo'why Voti sTO^ayi^ Oiclli, and said, My 

doelrine,, or thiat tvbich #-..ROiv .teteh you, .bat his that sent me. 
is Hot mine onfn iaventiodj-di^^^t Wnt / 

* by any commoi^ method ofln^uiry; hit it is en¬ 
tirety his that dent we f an'd l loarned it by^im- 
17mediate inspiiutionfFci^ him. ;And if you de^ anyman wiu 
sire '^rightly ■ t<iXtpi& =tnto"fhej^vide,nm ofit, ^oftll'dlloti> 

- you must m^keit^ymir great.jrare to.maintain wSXlubeofJi'i; 

an honest and rdUigmustelij^p^^ (at tf ethane ot whether i ^jcak 
• hd resolutely determined pa observe the d iptat'es mj'ifif. 
my heavenly Eathcr, and'/o da his will^* 
dhough ever so impulse of a'cor¬ 

rupt,nature, Ad .MB^^tHen’qdltekfy^ttn 
whether my daemne he^^irXi'&di or whether' / 

. speak xtof nivstlfi fur tlij^WtJfenceis piain.to an 
honest mind) and thecdi'^^c^cn'ce which'such-' 
atraly .goi^ man. will >fm^E^%etween the wh^ile . 

sysrem.^fimy ^octrfniS-alw W. ^ . 

. ‘f-; • ‘ 

^ Ilattxkei-fAis lcUt^f]^:a^aB^i&i^^Oat^ scribes conlil attain ta 

I see no reasttn to beliettuthi^dutlord' %,.4lGwai4d 'eirucation.—Compare Mark 
udortjed hls‘^scouni^^w^.;l^n<^^i,on» i.s4K,vii. 3?. Vol. 1. p. 251, 


9l>i, o^jWferaibca tp' 

ith&b tnustcelebridedfbrJiiair m 


flbtft*.. 

to S0 Awwi//.] This 

or shewed any U> the n^portof Ihdsc words, 

sitlona in history, ra ' (See sect. 


„ . ^ . i W1.C* wiiviia 

(cinpt afwdng the J«#sj^Tbe words the fospe! ig|pR^sea, hdllliee and own 
doubtediy,refer td our £ord’a gTeat'tU!.« the evidence of^^'ttwdivfaifl anthority; ' 
quaii^iice with thetCript^r^ir ^dfpid^d .reasonably'have 
Judir^tis and masterly MhlAithib wWcfi' ^eSnct^iSdedfithin UWttwfhl judgment 
he t^ighjl the i>eople obt^of them, with tnwiK^cId o^'tiiose ^ho' p esudie to 
far prater majesty -and nobler do- ' reject it^ > ' ' 



,. ’ wtii beuntobiDviiisti^dof a^g^slid sbc*!'. 

sj^iilaltve ajrgumentSi In, tlie mean’ (tme you* atctxi, 
eiil hir?wn gior*3^ sQmetbiug,, ei^ in tbe ve]r^AA-'’i 2 r^ 

but he thi^t geeketh of oiy teaching, samcieiit tb conyjjnch^ 'you yi| 
^^1:^ glory ibat.sfnt that 1,ain noimut^tor; 'f0thethatf% inco, a 
ana no unrighteous- ciTCumstaBce, and with.subh pretensions, speaks 
uiNg IS in b|^ -f i^ithontf au^ divini^ comn^ion, will » 

t?Oy®«n lumseJf by;;$eCalaT Tiawa;. 9^ a- sa^a- 
' ctous pfi^erverj^lsooo see thias,hfe'»w sekktng' ■ 

. fds.mfiA 0 hry ^djiiterest, eren uii^r-the most 
a 4 f-^en|^p]g;fdi;jni 3 \ hui he that ih the wbolcf of 
‘ hta:^n^cl shew^ tbat^he ike ghty of 
'Gpdy Alim'/i^e/h05ii^lar^.to have 
l^ives great reason tq believe that Ae is true and 
sincere, iu there is,no 

19 Did not Moses Rut; ytmi'jch^feVi^the#ery..reverk of this, 19 ' 

give youUwlaw.and and foann^^uijiiTiow it ill yoot own con-j. 

Hh" ole *^lnvr ?’Why 1116,Upon tbis/OceaslOu call' you 

go ye about to kill tO refli^ct uppfi.yoifr'pwn conddct^aftti appeal to ., 

^ that ij^th /i0( 'Mo^^^gwettryau' the las^, and do 

you not eagerly cohtetuTfor; its divine original ? 
and yet pork ^•y^ott.ahseree^ the law which he 
, V -hj^i given yoo|.!..,-|^y!^u deiiy jdie cht^e, let me 

, re^ilid yop df.tbafrgs^'precept, ■‘^/f'houshalt 
• " not kitt," gnd then^a^ you* Wherefore do 

ydugo jt^QUghan innocent and 

upHgbt pe^on^whp'am’c^pie tu bring you a 
most imao^nt God ? 

20 The people an- , This Jesud s«^\wttli.,-teferBn to what he2a 

swered and said, hnew to be the ;aiscif^.'desigh of some of his 
ihou hast a derii: who we^.'d^;eiri tl)yeft'plotting his des- 

tru'etios:;; buLl®M’,)^*|(if^hf<^^whoy|re not aware 
of it, ignprpnlly at^’T^iddly dfn.tsc)«refd and jdii/, , 

’ Surely Jibtr nirf 'jefiurmed ^tKjbdjstracted^ to talk 
, tiius; doi]t thoilt not ti^Vjel fmm to 



«■ Art vuu'JitcmmeK or ImpQgtujN) in tj^kyhoiiiht nna'oftheitar«t’]^radai||i 

tioil 
Yet 

theuFiglnal words ui ail,theirnKteiit»||]^^.'&|& ’ Cxercit. p,^.4)''^3r> Bui it can 
content myself wiUh suggdsnag iiOhn'.'l&er,b« argued hence that posscs- 

paraphrase those tnaihitioiia Which thh,'^ SioP and lunacy,janheiraa],{y synoqy- 
.particutar connection rerjnires. fOpustermSp .When'joined together they 

* 7/fto(f art ponessedf an<l '4ist'tolerl,i dfi^iUisisaify different things; the for- 
So Nime of th^ui.express it^irjohA a.,20r. 1^ being jnHtl^rjthe causv, and the lat- 
liehalh a devii,'aDd a mad; which.plalp- ter for t}ie ^*ei/ ’ 
ly shews (as many have observed,^ tiuit , 



48 ’knipl^hk to circim'che on " 


.‘.n 

ijj '»- 


to 


appear ia our oiofetpiiblic as^nibli^^. ^ about 
ifijRttseT even D^<e at ■ibru^^n, and vk 9 gtj^s ^nbout uj- Am ^. 
desires/a, , , ' j"; ’ '^ 

?0' »Afms,,|pferriDgto <lesign.whichhf kheur 21 Jfst^ jiweicd 
' 2lso«ite'orw€in had of renewi^ th^’oro^e^l^on {“J^^ Se***X‘ 
against hian as a. sal^^^h-hre^er^'jbiebauab'h^ mid yc kII 
h »6 cojntgyftmied the disaS^ieK] ttamet. 


Bethcsd^h carry his bed 

Johu V. ]G, ^ 1 ^ 1 . L p,-2Gl^,j,«»s5x!<?t'i^ j4i 13ie^ 


Jt Aat^ 


. gentlest’fliahncr} '■ti^id said 
seh»e timuiago, 

and yon a//, to ‘ thrg vW day,' mo, ^ 
minr of iV/ -tlm|: I slt^i^ order th'e.rl^n isbttl 
cured to carry, ^ia .ct^jb pa rbc sal^W'-day; 

22 y.et a Uttk couyiaae'you 23 Mps(‘s tbnr. 

your cavH iii yei#iphf«taiiM«^ yawtr k**.® 5 o« 

.Pvvu ^rnciptes; 

• which vp«|ttir9^ ori- los, but oftbo r^. 

•, .ginally haslitutioh^ iui bad heopfor- 


lOS, 

tiiora,) and ye or 

mcrly' e^tablywd by theit^aabion of Atra- 
ham, aiid 40i %\\^jof ottr .^&pon^ 

onaory ages befiare^oi^ j wbiOT-tbere* 

<forc comd not pi^]^tdy 'hp<a^^dMl\y bim;.*i) 
i{ttd mu scruple a 4 t to ^ ' 

on tfie s(Altatkti 0 o% /if it^l^ph toiheitlie.ei^h . „ ,, 

^<om his birth. '^%'theULuh.daT Z 

Mtim oj Moses\<-fm .fcbia-;^]ted i-eive eir.-um, ibion, 

rite, you aokuo^h^e jn .^hohld 

*!/ have soira-ttwe "Mi ■aad,« a few ptlwr places,; and so 

i^'at’lublaw)^#.] Ittsplat'ai^fiej^i|Rialti'^rotius taKosJttere. Slee pr. AVhitby 
here rtferi'fcd to was vrougbt^’^r Mw}' 'ob 'this pfime^ * 
a balf.bdfpt'e ^^Xvl ikallj^f <>f .\Jv<Ci, Jtc 1 

slvi„«ftte^r,3i^.|i. p,''?Ai‘ , 3 “-!i 4 n'ex 9 « 3 teat »|^ 00 , jiistlv cdebraled 

(JnclgffMaIiy&iihr4^0^r'^ ....- . .. . 

I here follow Tliy<ipbylact»'aira 
joimtig the words 

this vme* b^use __ 

Acir ufual siania^hitibh why our Inird niakrs this ob- 

eircumcision was ol- 
dei.Aaaiib<<tinie of Muses. HadUuscs 
Ulie wott'ld probably have or* 
jllte jt quadruie wiA 
fhe^etriCt rest of the 

- ^ -V ..i|Jt.instituted by .1 

Obsers-. Vol "I. p.,31^.315 ) Sdt thpa^v pireij;<oni*coyeai%a 4 , WtOb bis law could 
'1 atn sen^tbk e l^toctflnes sfg;iinfros Jntyt'dieannmVpw fi^. iii. It.) {to left it 
■hfiau^, (seWdjii 9(miu>,S6 ;'NuflSb.^.;'. 8tiH*a»thGf4TBe’JWt3ng~ybisargun)cn! 
31,; aiid »iv. 43; S5^'tna||f?'i^ wtU IndeUd'Uifer that ifie 0 tjjct sabbati- 

1 eaiiil^'l'Hiid ha -raVeyeV sg tifecd;'nn'd cSbif^^i^Viiot observe^ in thepatnar- 
1 tJiiHK, if jL be retained f.t the begin- i|aI i^"d:;.T»ut TOt it might be a day of 
rung of the next verse,,It Bligiild be ie»‘- extraordinary derottoP, wtneh I appro 
i\<'it'f], ,fls tij ti.it matter; wliieh sense it beuit lo be pprud fmoi •'■'en u > 
mil (.nli.'ps hale in Mat, mu. '' • 


'lAy ii*^ JTOrid, haslatrly suggested 

h A A on Aese woid-, (shich 

fwO^tirdtirith elsewhere, but haie 
K^t^^iinthe paraphiasc,} as to 

-J.AA ^.I_.. _» ..._■_It... . J.1. .1. 



I ' 

Hejlections on ike meekness we should skew under reproacL 49 



. _ , . . , _,_ entirely 

made a man e\ery disabled, on the sabhatfi; as if it was a more 
MbbatMly * scrvile wofk to heal than to wound ? 'or how do 
you imagine that I have not power, When I have 
thus healed him, to nia,nifest tlic perfection of 
the cure, by commanding him to carry his 
^2i.Tuiige not ac- couch^' Judge iiot octoi'ding /o, theseprejudi- 24 
p°ajam'rrbi!t jii(*ge which the oieanness of my appearance tends 
ii!;iitfoii!,’judgment. to produce; but judge righteous and equitable 
judgment: which if you do, you must neces¬ 
sarily acknowledge my divine mission to be as 
evident and certain as that of Moses himself, to 
whose precepts you profess so great a regard, 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Let us learn of our meek and hunihlc Master, to refer the ho- Ver. 
nour of all weknowand do, to divine instruction cornmnnwoU'd^Gt 
to us, and divine grace working in, and by us; that, seeking the 
phrij of God^ we may liave the surest evidence that we arc truly 
Ins^ I.et us on all Occasuius remember, that integrity and vp- 
rig/ihu'ss will be a certain security to us against dangerous wmV- 
m matters of leligion. If the light wc already have, be 
faithfully improved, we may hXimbly hope, that more will be 
given in '; nor shall we then fail of convincing evidence, that the 
gospel-doctrine IS of Godi for the experience of its power on 17 
our hcaits will check our passionSf and destroy the prejudices 
iliat would prevent the truth from taking place in onr minds. 

Let us receive his doctrine as divine^ and hearken unto Christ 
as sent of God; and whatsoevei; betlm vile reproaches we fnay 
meet with irom a wicked world, and the malicious designs it 
may form against us, let us be resqlnte and stedfast in the prac- 
iicc of the duties he has taught us^ that with well-doing wc may Mi 
put to silence the ignorance if fyolush won. {1 Pet. ii. 1.5.) 

Our Lord was reviled demoniac and z lunatic; but instead 


•> I h/iie ciiTfd a man entirely.] Our and English bnguage, has suggested 
tTan&.l.itMn loses much of the coipbasis: another version, yet more litoral th.jn 
the iroids AsdpwTrcr JtV- this. Ot t|Hy of the rest; 1 iiovii male a 

rally signirv, f hate healed, oy ibado wun wand tho>dSf*aiul. 
sound, a v,hohman. But the ambignily IThat I h^voiiot power, vh$n I havt 
in our Englibh word whole readared aueLt thus healed hua, <kc,'] da our laird Imu* 
a version veryVimpropOr. I therefuro self states the arsuinept, in a ease ncar- 
thoiight It necessary B little to vary (he ly resembling this. (Mat. ix. .5, 6, Vol. 
Cbpressiuii, but the sense n. altogether I, p.‘2o0;} and might P'obably here lu- 
ihv ),ame;—Bi|t, since I published this, tend to insinuate it, though in .m phli<pi f 
.1 \ ru V aeeiiiate cntii:, both ni tbe Greek' manner. 

Mtl.. H. E 



.00 are pr^'adicedt as knming tvhe^e he tvas, • 

t 

set TV railing for railings he replied in the words of geii- 

tlbness arid sohriety. So let ns endeavour to conquer the rude- 
those we may meet within his cause; that we 

may. if possible, remove the prejudices so fatal to those that 
' . ntertain ^eni, and ionii men to that equitable and impartialr 

24 .which would soon turn all tbek cavils against Christ 
p ' into admiration, praise, and obedience. 

f, ’ * SECT. C. 



The Jezt's pm-s a 'variety of censures on Christ; and the sanh'- 
drini, (ilanned by the regard which some expressed ioxt'ards 
him, send officers to seize him; but Christ openly declares 
that their purposes slioiUd not immediately take effect, John 
Vli. 25—36 > • , 

JOHN VII, ’25. John V11 05. 

'Jjf’HEN, while our Lord was thus discoursing 'J'hen hjiidsomeof 
-at the feast of Uheriiacles, some of ike in- .(oiub.T 

, Mn habitants of Jerusaym, who knew more of theto 

iViL 25 , designs or the sanhedrim than others who had kill> 

|. spoken before (ver, 20,) said^ Is not this he 
I whom they seek an opportunity to put to death? 

26 But behold, he is not only come up hither to the os Rut lo, he speak- 

fcasi, but speaks openly and freely in the very «ini they 

te^;nple itself; atid they are so far from seizing .S! 

him, that they do not sb much as say any thing know mdird, I'mt 
to prohibit him: do the rulers x\i&n indeed know the 

tliCT were mistaken in their former censures, 
aiKl are they now persua'ded in their coriscicn- 

27 ces that this is reauy the M^siak ? But we liave 
sufficient reason to conclude, ffiis cannot he the 
case; for many of us knmo this man, firom whence 
he is, and arc sure that he iWas born of Josepli^s man tnoueth 
wife; whereas, when tke Messiah homes, no man ***^ '*• 
will thus kmw Worn whence he w; for he is to 
be born in a miraculnua way of a virgin.' 


IS 

Chi 1 st > 


\ ei V 


27 Ilonbeit, wp 
know this mail 
nhcnec he is: but 
when tliiibt I’ometh, 
man 


” He is to be bora in n mimctilous Stay 
of a rirgia.] It is evident frvin IVfat. it. 
4, .7, tiiatthe lews apptei&sdded the Mes- 
Mah was to be at j^etblehetu; and 
from a muitttudif'bf other places, ttiat 
they knew b^'was to he a'deseendant of 
Dm id ; (chmpare i ur. 42.) 1 know not 
how therefore to aci ounc for their say¬ 
ing that, 'MfA ('hu\l come, no men vm'M 
^nuii> wieiKc he i\, but by suppoviyg, with 
trchbinhop Tillotion, (Vyl. If. p. 4.54.) 


thfththe words refer to an e\pectatton 
Ulcyliad, that he would be bom of a -,n- 
^n.—As fur tlienution which Ji stin Mar- 
-tyrmeiitiont, that the viessiah should 
tora while fte s^nis more mo¬ 

dern; and they idustTput a strange inter¬ 
pretation on Isa. liii. 8 s Mic. v. 2, and 
’Psal. cx, 4j to draw any .such conse- 
qiicncr from them, as Dr. W'hitby and 
Mr, L’Enihnt suppose they did 



Thu^ sanhedrim send q^Hcets to Se{^‘ hint. 

i 28 Then fried Je- Then Jesus^ though they said this.ii^,'a nri- secij. 

h^ta^ht s^j^w^Ye im^lll^d that C*.^4 

both know me, aad he’ coold not have them^ a$ he was teach- '“T^ 
ye know whence I ing in the temple^ and at sonte distance front^j^Yi 

’ c™me oTjn* self but with h lo uder voide .i&an before, 

he"tLt sent me is o,nd saidy Do ye indeed both knew wie, and hum 
true, whom ye know from whence I am Alas, it is great rashness 
and folly for you to assert it; and whatever you 
niaj' object, yet it is most certain, that I am 
7iot iojne of myself with vain and false preten¬ 
ces to a divine tnis»idn, nor i^o 1 want any pro¬ 
per evidences of it: but he who sent me is true 
to air bis promises and predictions,^ whom, ne¬ 
vertheless, with all your bo,asts, ye know not. 

'ip But I know But I know him in a most intimate manner ;/br 29 
bun, for I am from f Sprung from him^ ' by a mysterious and , 
sent me. divine generation, in consequence ot which 1 

am inhnitely better acquainted with him than 
you, or any mere creatures, can be; and he hath 
sent me among you, as his Ambassador, on an 
errand of the highest importance. 

30 Then they Then they were so provoked by this claim of 30 
s,Qii( 5 iit u, take him. ^ divine original, and by the charge advanced 
hliid.""!! “hui be. against them, as ignorant of that God in whom ' 
cause his hour nns they gloried as so peculiarly their own, that 
not yet come. they sought an opportunity to seize hini', yet 

God impressed their minds in such a manner, 
that no one of th;pm would be the first that laid 
hands on him : and they were kept under this 
visible restraint, because his appointed hour of 
suflering was not yet come, but he had farther 
services in life to dispatch before he was deli¬ 
vered to them.' 

31 And many of >^«d?nawv were SO mucli aftectcd 31 

the- people believed with these mscourses, that they secretl) believed 

WbiS'iin" tlimeth ' • 

' siuhcomeSyWiU it.b^ possible he ^\\o\Addogreater 


'■ Do yon both know me, and know whence 
J am q So llishop Chandler would ren¬ 
der these words; (see his Defence, p. 
334,} and it seeufui necessary, m qrdpr 
to vindicate the propriety, aud inaew 
Ihe veracity, of the reply, unless with 
Beza and Camerantis we suppose it to 
be spoken ironically. j> 

li tree to all his promises and ph- 
dii'tions I There si-eins a reference* here 
!•> the aocomplitihment of‘some of the 
hiiji/imo', nlicndy fulfilled iii him, to- 
4''lli' 1 with a chcnfiil /nirt in «hat wa« 

\ I 1 lo OlJU'C. 


A [am from him.'] Ishonld have chosen 
to render vaf nt/lu, wi‘h hm, as 1 did 
in the first edition, to au)id a tautology; 
but t am sensible on farther retlrctum, 
that I want a siifBeient authority for 
Such a version. ,1 Uierefore kcqiiiesce 
io our own' but I see no oceasion U» 
vary any thing in the paraphrase, sinco 
in either sense it suggests so strong a rea¬ 
son for believing that Clirist lijtb the 
most Intimate knowledge of the Fa- 
thci. 



X 


He tells tjiem, he is gQtfig where they skull not,find him. 

sEtT. jmird^les these which this [/t’-WJ] has dime *»e do more mi- 
’ c h/reatjorusaltun, and over the whole country ? uJuLnS 
I’his, however, could not be so privately said, dune’ 
but some information of it was sent to tm PhU- . The Pharisees 
risees, who, wheii tfiey heard that the people lur«uJJd JiS? 
whispered such ihings loncerning him, were things concerning 
greatly disph’ased, am! aianned at it: owd fAif Ww’: ••"d the I’ha- 
Pharisees and the other members of the grand officer^ 

sanhednnii, particularlv the chuj priests among to i.ikehhri. 
whorp there wen* many Jradducees (see Actsiv. 

1,) seal ofjners I t om thodhamberin winch they 
held tln-n conncil,^ into the at|jacc*in court of 
tljc* temple, io seize him, as he preached there 
to the mult Unde. 

33 J'/icn Jesus said to them, as soon as they ap- 33 Then to 
porej. I know tlie.^esiM on wliigli some of 
you are come, but' God will not permit you with yon, and then 
immediately to execute it; for yet a little t go'onto him that 
w/iilc loiif^er I am to contintfe with you, and 
[thoi] / am to go again to him that sent me. 

2'!'And when I am returned to him, I shall be 34 Ye simii sp<k. 
entirely out of your reach; so that you shall »»» and si>aii in.i 
seek me, end msb ,that>)u had me in your 
power again, hut you shall not find me, and not couu 
where 1 am, or where I shall then, and always 
be, you cannot possibly come: wfiich he said, 
re^ffino to his speedy exaltation to the heaven¬ 
ly world, and to the impotent uiahce with which 
tney should tlien oppose his teiumphant cause, 
jj But he was not understood in. that sense; the 
Jews therefore who were present 

themselves. Whither is he about to go, that a'e he go.’thiit wc^iuii 
shall not find him? Will he leave Judea, and go nn**‘ind inmf wiu 
• to the remainders of the holy .seed, who are dis- 

persedamong the Greehann other nations? and flcntiies, and teach 
will he teach them, or tfie Greeks themselves,^ uennie.? 


' From the chamber in which tliey lieljl; 
Uictr cnniici).] See sect %hjv. 

Vol. 1. p. li-l. 

f Will he g<i tn the dhperied um/y'iZ tfti 
Creeks, and tearh the G'lceAsi^') Ry Greeks 
Ml* are here to uuderstatiu idolatrous 
(j'entilesyBnd ii<>t licUenigts, or Jcikn that 
used the Greek language; for these were 
the dispciBUl among them. Then* is 
therefor^ ^.think^ .a sting in these words 
beyomf s^tcortriiicutalors have observ¬ 
ed. They Tn.ii«ii,aU:, tlut if he wa.s to go 
nito ftireign eoiintnes, to addtei^ liim- 


S€*lf to the Jews there, who might he snp- 

f iO'.ed not so well iUBtrueteu as ihose that 
ived III Judea and at Jerusalem, he 
would . be ableto make any j»ri>‘-ely tes, 
eseii among these; but would he con- 
Stttlltlcdto apply himself to the iguurant 
and stiy[)id Gentlifs, U) seek disciples 
among them, which to b6 s'>re appeared 
to these hauglitif gcorners, one of tlu 
most infamous eircumstances that could 
be imagined, and most incompatible 
with the charat'i'-r of the true M( ssiali 



lie^ctions on the fatal-lendeii^ of error, '521 

even the idolatrous Gentiles, after h'fii ’feein|r sEcifc 
thus rejected bv his own nation at hohie ajiii c, 

3c w^tmannerqf abroad ^ JV/iat [Aer/ of] saytns^ is this wAich 

'wnow spokrn, Vou shall seek nie, andsfiall^\’l% 
rao, and shall not notptd nte; and "itmere I aviy ymixannot pos- 
fiiifi me and wh«ie sibly conte ^ Thus they continued cavilling at 
not cornet*^ yeean- words ; yet were so overawed by hb pre- 
sence, that they did not dare to offer him any 
violence, notwithstanding the commission with 
which some of them came. 


IMVdOVtMfcNT^ 

So confident is error in its own decisions, and-so vain in its Vr 
sclf-.tjiplaiises! 'flicse unhappy people, every way mistaken, 
cetisi'vo their rulers for a supposed credulity, in seeming, as it 
were, to acquiesce in Christ's claim to be tlie Messidh; and 
imagined themselves, no doubt, exceeding wise in‘rejecting 
him, while they blindly took it for granted, lie was the oj 
Joseph, and liad not patience to wait for the authentic torv of 
Ills miraeiiloiis conception Surely men bad need to look wll 
to till* force of those arguments, on which they venture tlieiv 
souls by rejecting the gospel. 

Oiir f.ord answered their secret reasoning in a manner which28 
might justly have alarmed tlicin, charging them sviUi ignorance 
of f/uit God whom thc} pretended to knoWf and whom, with a 
])iesmpptnous confidence, they claimed as theirs. .'Ind oh, that 
IS may not be found at last, that many who have appeared most 
irioiifideMt ot tlicir interest in God, neither know him, nor are 
knoxi'u by him t 

The blessed wlio is the brightness of bis glory, ami f/ie2'^ 

eipress ima^e of his Person, has the completest knowledge of the 
Father. May we be so wise and happy, as to seek instnieiions 
from him, that the eyes oJ our understandings may be enlighten¬ 
ed, and the temper of our hearts proportionably regulated, by 
all tiie discoveries of the Divine Being which he makes [ 

How obstinate and desperately hardened were the hearts of30, : 
those who, notwithstanding all the proofs that Jesus gave of his 
divine 'mission, were yet so far from hearkening to him, as to 
seek opportunities to destroy him / So dangerou.s anti fatal i.', 
the prevalence of error, in such as like not to retain God in 
their knowledge, that they lyill even venture on the greatest 
wickedness, when once they are given over to a reprobate mind. 
(Rom. i, 28.)—May God preserve us from a spirit oJ delusion, 
and fill'us with that wisdom, tliat we may know the fhnig<< belong¬ 
ing to'our peace ; and being ready to receive the truth in the 
love of it, may wc acknowledge and attend to Christ as sent at 
God > 



54 taiU theHk to come kitd receive the t^pWitfrom him. * 

j , 

8ecT,^;^> ]Vlay we learn thin heavenly wisdom in time, since the hour is 
‘approaching when Christ will be sought in lain, and all curre- 
sporideuce between him and sinners .will be finally cut off I 
^ fr/ietr he is. they cannot then c.ifm; and to, be excluded from, 
him, will afUength appear insupportable misery, even to those 
who, with proud folly and fatal self-sufficiency) are now most 
ready to say unto him, Depart from us, for we desift.pot the 
knowledge of thee, or thy ways. (Job xxi. 14.) 


SECT, Cl. 


Christ invites hu hearers to come and imbibe the spirit from him; 
and hi) these and other gracious discourses disarms the resolu¬ 
tion of the officers, who return to the sanhedrim without him, 
where a short debate arises between Nicodemus and his brethren. 
John VII. 37, to the end. 


JOHN \ 11 Ti 


JOHN VII. 37. 

SECT, cum were the discourses which our Lord [n <hpla't<iav, thrii 
made to the people, m the presence or those feast, jcmis aii i 
'who were sent by the sanhedrim to seize him ; ewd, -.ay lu-. it pi' ' 
vn!'^37. happened in the eighth and last day, 

that great [day] of the feasf of tabernacles, 
when, according to the institiition of Moses, 

(Lev. xxiii. 34, 36; Numb, xxix, 36,) there 
was to he an holy convocation, attended with 
some extraordinary sacrifices. Now, on this 
day, when it was customary for the priests to 
surround the altar with their palm*branches, and 
to pour out water in the temple, as an expres¬ 
sion of the general desire of the Messiah’s ap¬ 
pearance, and the pouring lorth of the Spirit by 
him,® ./esus stoodott an eminence, that be might 
be the better heard and seen, and proclaimed with 
aloud voice, saying, If my man thirst, that is, 
if lie ardently desire true happiness, and long 
for the blessings promised under the admini- 


■ When it wab customary for the pi tests 
to pour out water, A'r.] That theie was 
a custom on this day of drawing wattr 
out of the fountain of Siloain, and pour¬ 
ing it out before the laird in the temple, 
at the time of creniii!!! saciifico; and 
that the priest who did it stood on some 
eminence/ the Jewish Rabbics tinaui- 
mousiy assure us. (See Keland’s Antiq. 
)Jeb part iv. cap. C, § 6 ) Some tlnnk 


it yas ]i.‘"nded to supplic.ilc tlic former 
ram; but the context luchnes me innch 
rather t > belicv e ttiose Jeii ish wrilci s, pi u- 
duced by Dr Lightfoot (m his Hor. ileb, 
on this place), who say it vas meant as 
.1 wny of invoking the diiiue mniienceH 
pf the blessed Spirit, and as a mark at 
their desire of having it poured out up¬ 
on them. See Tremellmh'!. excelleni 
note on this text. 



The peopl^Qfe divided in their s€nimeii^, .kh^Mi!n :; *^4 

«ajpfi unto me, a^d stration of the >Iessiab, let him come Ainto me seci^;. 
.dfijik, jjy faith, and deinh^m fill;'for I a;r» most 

freely to coiuiuunicnte py^ry neeJful bless»iiie,''‘‘77*^'^ 
particularly those supplies of'''the Spim vii. 
oe .u which you orotess so earnestlv to d^ire, (Coii' 38 

eth on me. as the |>*tre Isa. Iv. i.) For fte t/utt truly onievcth on 
scripture said, mti, US the scriptui'c hath in many places said 
out oi htsbelly shall promised, •• shail-receive tlKise supplies in 

,,.atcr. SO threat an aluindance, that lie shall not only 

be refreshed himself, but out of his belly, or 
♦ from within him/ shalfflow vital streams, and as 
it were, riiers oj living uhtfer, for the refresh* 
ment and comfort of others. 

hcoftht'spiiit^w^iich ^his, which was true in a more extcn-3y 

tiu j thattieiieie on sive sense, he peculiarly spake oJ the Spirit,"^ 
him should recone- xofUch thcywho believed on hm should receiir, 

rui the Holy CJhost_, i.._r _ _ i_i . .. i.i. i 


va not yet j^Kfn, 


and whicii some of them .should also be 'cnahled 


bo( tiui: thill icsus to comuiiiuieate to otliers. But it was not tiiCU 
»a' not yet gloriii- generiilly y\\\^e\''>\joQA \for the Holy Spirit u'as not 
yet in tlxat extraordinary manner, hecitusc 

Jesus u'Ui not yet glorified; and it was the wi.sc 
and gracious purpose of God to send him down 
on the church, after the a.scension of Jesus, as 
a triumphant Conqueror, into his Katlicr’s pre¬ 
sence. (See Eph. iv. 7—lii; John xvi. 7 ; and 
Acts ii. 33.) 

^0 M,iny of the many of the people, when they heard this 4^ 

-vheuthey bcjiui this graciouii Sayings winch was indeed a more free 
.lyiMs;, Slid, 'll a declaration and profession than he commonly 
triiUi thisu. the pro- i^ade, said, Surely this [wi««] iv at least a pro- 
^ ■ phet,'^ and probably comes to introduce the 


rU the scripture hath in many places 
<.iwl and proini cd ] Chrysostuiu, and 
after liiiii, many other emiiieiit iriucs, 
rdi r thi<) to the former clause, .and un- 
d<-i sinnd it as. if be hiid i>aid. He that hath 
that lail/i m me tehtth thesinplnre lequtrsts ■ 
(see Cabtaho, Zegerus, Jac. Cappelhib,, 
in Ine ) And thus they avoid Uic diffi 
cully u l)i( h arises from our not finding 
the following words lO sciipttire.—Bui 
it seems much more n.'itiirai, with Gro- 
tius, to suppose, that here is a general 
reference to the 9ever.»l prophecies 
which refer to the effusion of the f*pirit 
by t'le Messiah under the similitude of 
pouring out w.ater; and accordingly 1 
has i‘ paraphrased the words in that view 
•f the connection. See Ua, hi. 1.^; 
•sliv. '3, hiij. n , and Joel li 28. 

* (hil 0/ /«» helly, or from within him.] 
Thi' hclly 1, fif-ijueiiily put forthc mind 


or heart. Compare Job xv. 33; xx. 20, 
and Oniv. xx, ‘27, 30.—It soiiietinieb Mg- 
nifies, in a more geiu-ul w.iy, the in¬ 
ward p.irt of a thing, (I Kings vii ‘>0; 
Mai.' xii. 40,) and may pcihajis have 
some aliusioQ liere to the prominency 
that capacious golden s.isc from winch 
the water was now poured out inahngc 
stream. 

* 'TTus he spake of the Sputi ] ft is 
Strange that, when the e\aiigclisl has 
thus plainly commented on these woids 
of Christ a late eminent writei slmiild 
venture to advdace a diticrent interpre¬ 
tation, and explain tlietii as spoken of 
ike dnctnAf of the piupet 

e Suieti this man » / prophet.^ As ihe 
article is prefixed, ri might seem natural 
to render it the p'ophct were it not after¬ 
wards distinguished f'roinf/«’ i'hnU. On 
this account I conclude that here, as al- 



56 - admire his preaching, and retur^without him. 

.sEct- Messiah. - An(\ olhcrs said, Nay, Mwts certain- 
cik ly f/te Messiah liiniself; but in o|ipos]tioii to 
y'*''^this, some objecteclj and said, shall the Messiah, 

'V?” appearf), come out of Galilee, as we 

' ^ not 

f' the scripture said, exfiressly, That the Mes¬ 
siah is to come Jrom the seed of David ^ and 
. hath it not also added, that he is to arise from 
the town of Bethlehem Judah, where David 
was and which was tlie ancient seat of 

his family ? (Compare Jsa. xi. 1 , and Mic. v. 2 .) 

ir, And thus they were divided in their scntiinents, 
and there zcasa warm dhsensiosd among the peo¬ 
ple on his account. 

Anil the officers also, w'ho had been sent to 
apprehend him, weye^t a loss wliat they should 
and some of them would have seized him; 
hut struck with the regard winch several of the 
people expressed towards him, and, above all, 
impressed by the dignity and sweetness of his 
discourses, and tJie secret hand of heaven 
which wrought for his deliverance, they were 
so far restrained, that no man laid hands on him. 

4 j Then the offiiers came back to the chkf priests 
and the Pharisees, without accomplishing the 
purpose for winch they were sent: and when 
the sanhedrim perceived they had not execut¬ 
ed their commission, they said unto them, If'hy 
have ye not brought him with you as your pri' 
soner, according to the orders 3 0 U received 
from, us ^ 

46 The ojfccrs replied, wc could not find in our 
Jieai'ts to attempt it; for surely no man living 
ever spake in so engaging and irred&tiblc a man¬ 
ner as this man doth,^ and had you heard Inin 


41 others saiil, 
Tiiiti the C'hrisr, 
But sntiiG fiiid, Shall 
Chrisi come out of 
Galilee 

43 Hath not thi* 
scnptntt^ said, That 
I'brist coineth of the 
Seed of..David, and 

out of .^e town of 
ltetlileb<ef)ll, where 
David was ’ 


4") So there iia' 
a division .iiiii>it''lli(‘ 
people boeaust ui 
him. 

44 And some of 
them would haie ta¬ 
ken him; but no man 
laid hands on him 


4/1 'I Ill'll laiiii. ;i. 
olTiierb U) the ebicf 
jincsts and Pliai i- 
sees, and tht'v -aid 
unto them, M.'V 
h.ne ye uot br.uiijbi 
liiin ^ 


46 'ni.’ olVu’ I' an 
SwiTi'd, N(v<r mail 
spake like this niai . 


so John i, 21,5 urjiftilnj signifio only a 
ptop/u'l, that IS, OIK of the ancient pro>- 
pints rcM\ed. See sect. xx. note*, 
Vol. 1. p. ]'J3. 

IA warm du\rnw,n ] So T apprehend 
the word alivats Mfe.'io And 

thus the woid s.„.hism, whn'U is just thw 
same, (^«ith an tnglish tcnniilation,} 
expresses not inerelv nor iircessanly, 
a separation Irom each otlier, but an an- 
piy debate, ahctlu 1 tt he, oi benot, at¬ 
tended with iupar.itioii. 

* So'-itOui ever ipake a* this mnn ^oih. ] 
Plutot^lt nienttuiis it as a mvinorable 
proof of the cxtraoidinai'v elmypenc;’ t,t 
Mrtrk Antotiy, when Manns sent •sol¬ 


diers to kill him, that when be b<‘.^aa 
Bairt.TneS'dti Tov to Jifmil li» hi\ 

Lfe, lie ilis.iinied their re olidioii, and 
melted them into tears, (I'lutanb \ii. 
p 431) Ruttbese officeisaie thus van- 
(piished, meielyhs lieaiing Chiist’s gia- 
cions discourses to the people, whu'h is 
a eircuiuslancc mneh more remarkabb'. 
'I'hev rotutii in a kind of amaze, and, 
lustcad of seizing him as lh( ir pnsom r, 
01 tn.nking a laboured apology for then 
failure, only break out into a palhefi. 
extluinalii>n, that no man iti Uiemirld > 
sti'ike liie him. It ts a reflection whieh 
I hope we often make, as we rend In 
dis' oiirse." 



The Pharisees ak angry, but Niiademus stands up far him. 'hf 

yourselves, it must have disarmed yotif fcaent- 
oient against him. . sect: 

u.mIiJrptarrm L Pharisees, far from being softened «• 

-Awye alsVducfiv- •^y account they gave them, ansn'md them 

a scornful and upbraiding way, 'What, tfJY vii. 47 
you aho deceived by his artful and popular ad- 
1 dress^ Surely you cannot be so weak as to be 
48 Have ajby of thus infatuated ? Pray consider the conduct of 4 S 

pL?*"; ^ "■“« f P»'>'e of iudgiHg of this 

•u him? point: nave any of the rulers believed on him, 

or [any]^' the Pharisees of a more private Rta- 
tioii Yet you know these are most eminent 
for their acquaintance with religion, and are the 
most authentic interpreters of the sacred writ- 
"''“o'; 't IS contained: wretched 43 

lau, arc curM d people, xoho are so enchanted with liim, 

knou' and regard rwf any thing of the true nu an- 
ing of the law, and, it ia easy to be seen, arc 
cursed with a judicial blindness, and given np 
to the most absurd and latal mistake.* 

Ao.Nirodcinii'it.iith Upon this, Nkodetnus, whom we before havc. 5 o 
mentioned as the person who came to [yf.v?/vj 
niJii, ii.-mj: t of ^ ntphf, (see John lii. 1 , fif seq. Vol. I. p. 

^.^'7 0 being both a ruler and a Phan<!re, and sit¬ 
ting in the .sanhedrim as one of them, took so 
1 noth our 1 .- 1 W much courage, that he said to them, Doth our If I 

wtl^a'lwi^.!^d you boast so much acquaintance 

with,*' judge and condemn any man (ujore the 
magistrate appointed to execute it 'summon 
him into his presence, that lie may hear from 
him nhat he bath to say in his own defence. 


*’ Have nnij of the }u/ers ficUcci'rl on him, 
■n itnv o! llic /Vw/Mft'ji dj 1 cannot tliink, 
ttjfli Ciotiui, th.it thih IS any intimation, 
iliat, if there \it*ii any of the (jieat 
Council who had favourable thought', of 
Jesu^, they were the Sadducccs. The 
interpietaiion of the paraphrase is much 
lasiei I'lieri' is no reason to believe 
any of the Sadducecs were inclined to 
roceii c the gospel; and if the Pharisees 
had secretly suspe'tcd them of such an 
iiielinatioii, they would hardly'hate .-if• 
tronted them by such an insinnation in 
this grand assembly, considering the higii 
rank in winch many of that sect were. 

' 'Ihs people v.fuf bioa' not the late, o‘e 
r'irseit ] f sec no ground to think, wnh 
iiiotiiis, that this refers to Deut. jsxvn., 
-'ll, .-iiid IS built on a supposition, that 
the igumancc of the populace must al¬ 


ways expose them to a curse. It vatlic i 
intimntfs an apprehension, that (ind bad 
gnen them up to a spirit of fatal infa- 
tuatioii.—Instances of their conuin|>t ol 
the ronimon p< ople may be seen in 
Lightfoot, (llor Ilebr. in loc ) and \ i- 
triDga, (Observ. Sacr. lib. in. cap. p. 
498.) 

^ Ihlk our loti, wliicii you boast so 
much aoipmintancc nilh. J Soft as thctc 
iwiiils su'in, there IS a severe sting ill 
them , anil they ni cflect amount to a 
chaigc, that wlulc they piofcssed such 
a knowledge of the law, and zeal for it, 
they either knew not. oi rcgaided ucu, 
soiiu! of Its plainest piccepts, .mJ wcu 
Cl on imniindfiil of those which, .as (hey 
wcic a toiiit of jiidicatiiic, wfie tlic” 
peculiar conccia 



J8, ' 4 B^fieQH(hts mi the excellence of the mnis of Christ, 

*1 X 

and knew from credible witnessess, what he hath hu doth ? 

ft* rf( 7 n<? to deserve punisbmeiit? (See Deut. xvii. 8 
— 11 , and xix, 1 j, £( seq. 

jjj*™ Hut without eiitennff farther into the 52 They answered 

argument, muwmd him onFy by >" « Art^a "i"o"f'ea 

slight and supcTticial manner, What art thou ? search, »nd 

thyself also of Galilee^ that thou favourest the looivjgfor out of Ga- 

pretences of this contemptible Galilean ? Search do pro- 

a little farther into the matter, and thou wilt ^ 

soon sec the unreasonableness of doing \X\for \t 

is notoi ious, even to a proverb, that no prophet 

is vaf'ictl lip from GalileCf^ nor will God ever 

honour that contemptible country with such a 

proiluclion. 

5 ;; yind, having said this, they would not wait .') 5 Ande\ei} man 
for a reply, but immediately broke up the 
court; and so every one went away to his own 
house. 


IMPROVEMFNT. 

Ver. 3T WjTi! what delight and thankfulness should wc hear this gra¬ 
cious proilamation of Christy winch he now made in the knijdt , 
and a while after repeated from the throne of Ins glory ! // a ut 
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink; yea, whosoi in 
will, let him take of the water of life Jrcdiji (llev. xxn. 17 ) 
, Blessed Jesus, had wc been allowed to tiave prescribed to thee 
a form of words, in which thy kind purposes towards u" should 
have been expressed, what could we have invented more pathi.- 
tic, more condescending, or more reviving!—May we f/nnt 
for the blessings of thy grace, and in the confidence oijaitk aji- 
39 ply unto thee lor them; and particularly for these comniumca- 
tions of thy Spirit, which are so highly excellent and desirable, 
and indeed so necessary for us! Supply us with them, we in- 
treat ilicc, in so rich an abundance, that we, in our dilVerent 
splu res, may ‘■npply Others, and from us there may fow rivers 
ZSof living water ^ 

4U Well might such gracious words as these disarm the lage of 
I'liemies and persecutors. Let us add ohr testimony to theirs, 
and say, AVter man spake as Jesus speaks. Let us hear him 

I. 

' V« f)inpliit IS msid ‘iji tn<m dmlfe.] As. would ratlwr liave quoted tlic text wIm h 
it is pl.tm thill Jiiiiali, iiiid ptubable that mentions I'othlchein .is tho birth-placo 
^.lhuln also, was a (lalilean, Sir Norton oP the Mg siah. Tlie answer must tlicio. 
Kiiatchbull, and others, who imagine that fore, be arknpwlcdged to l>e xcry mean 
these rvleis coi.ld not be i{;norinit of axiil trilling, and the abrupt manner in 
tlnr. suppose that Mfo|>i1ii; heie signifies whndi the .js3cnibl.v was broke up, set in- 
tht^’.trreat Prophet, i.r Messiah. But pro* to intimate tbcir consciousness that ‘ 
bi^ily', had this been their meaning, they would not bear exainiiiation. 



He goes to the nw^ tf 0/iV«, and return earfy to thetmpte. 

with calm, and tba^ikful attention, while his voice still sotiEtds, in ssci;. 
his'Word. Happy are those that know thejo^ul sound ! (Psal. o*- 
Ixxxix. 15.) The Pkariseesj like deaf adders, stopped their ears 
against the voice of ihe.CharmCr; and, while they proudly ceiv^^g 
sured the populace as a brutal herd, and gloried in their' own su- * 
pcrior Wisdom, rejected the cou 7 isel of OoS; rashly judging with- 

I, 52 


was undoubtedly confirmed in his adherence to him, by observ¬ 
ing the methods of their opposition : and where magistrates arm 
their authority to overbear argument, they will probably, in the5 3 
judgment of impartial men, produce a suspicion, at least, that 
they know their cause to be incapable of a rational defence. 


out senoa 4 ,.tfixiuiry>,auo weakly borne down by vulgar senseless ‘ 
prejudicesTtasnes and which is all the senate of Is-s 
rael opposes fo the solid argument of Nicodemus ! That good 
man, already considerably improved by his interview with Jesus, 


SECT. CII. 

Christ, having spent the night in retirement, returns to the 

temple, where an adulteress is brought bejore him: but he a- 

voiils giving judgment in her case, and turns the consciences 

(f his enemies on themselves, John VIII. l—11. 

^ * 

JOHN Vfll. 1. JOHN Vin. 1. 

jisiis wont wnto 'T'HUS the Pharisees debated the case, and in skc t. 

such dissension their assembly broke up; fii. 
butchoosing to retire in the evening, 
that he might by secret converse with his hea 
vetily Father be animated to all the labohrsand 
dangers before him, went up to a mountain in 
the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, which lay to 
the east of the city, on the other side of the 
brook Cedron, and is well known by the name 
of the Mount of Olives, where he spent the 
night in meditation and prayer. 

2 Atiii early in the that (|js retirement might not break in 'i 

rariJL'ihetJrpiei upon the opportunity of public service, which 
and all the (Kxjpie the present concourse of people gave him, he 
came unto him, and returned to the temple early in the morning; 

and all the people who came to worship there be¬ 
fore they returned to their respective habita¬ 
tions in the country (the feast being now ended) 
flocked around him to receive bis instructions; 
and, such was bis courage and zeal, notwith¬ 
standing the late conspiracy which had been 



*^'^4 caught in the act of adultery is brought before him. 


sf^t. fonned against tiim, that, ntting down in one 
.ipn. oi till' cloisters, he instructed them as freely as 
lic had ever done. 

vrfi."^ And, while lie was engaged in this exercise, 
the scribes and Pharisees brought to him 4 a’o- 
man who luuj ju^it heen taken %n the cotnmUsipn 
‘ of adultery,’^ having licen unhappily betfiiyed 
into ;t unioiig those intemperances which too 
often attend public feasts ; and, as the court of 
jiidieaiuie, before whom she should have been 
tried, was not yot assembled, fhey took that op- 
portiiniiy of laying a snare for Jjesus, by setting 
her before him, m the midst of the people vvlio 
pvcrc’attending his discourse. And, as if they 
wcic desirous of information horn him, they 
craftily said unto him, Master^ ^ thou profes- 
.sest thyself an extraordinary Teacher, we de¬ 
sire thou w'ouldest pionouncc thy judgment on 
this case; here is a woman who was taken in 
f,thr very act oj adultery : Now hfoses in the 
taw has commanded us, that such infamous twi- 
mcn shoitid be stoned,^* (Lev. xx. 10, and Dout. 
XX. 22;) but, as thou takest upon ttiec eitiier to 
siniersede many of his precepts, or to interpret 


b^satjovnamt 

them. 


:l And th« ijcnlws 
and FharUci'ii bn<uKht 
unto him a aoiua. 
taken in adultery 
had 

set hlir in the midst. 


They '.tj unto 
linn, 3(l'i''tf'r (In'. ho- 
n).m Has lakni in .i- 
diiltt'iy, 111 I Mirv 
act: 


'i Noh Mill 
the Ihh |■' 0 lnlll tfd 

ns that siith ' nid 


Brovg^ht k> him a iioman lichen tu aJu!- 
/^V.] It IS Hill knovn that this story 
ia H.lilting III tilt’ Striae version, as well 
as III thf Alcsntuliiao aiul Tiodleun co* 
pteand ludeod in most of the oldest ma¬ 
nuscripts , winch < iigjged Bci’a to ques¬ 
tion, and Tc t'hrc, with many olhcis, to 
iis anthoiity. But I acquiesce 
iin tbit reasoning of t.hc learned Or Mill, 
to whom I refer the rwder for the aryu- 
mciits to proic it rrulhenlic; the critical 
a\:uiiin.itiou 1)1 these matters lyiugquite 
out Ilf the -.[ilicre ot mv present design. 
A nil-taken apprchcii^iun that some cir- 
ciiiDstrtiii cs m the story were indecent, 
and nil «'xc<".si\c iigt’iir with respect to 
those who had l.illeii int tin, truly dCtos- 
tHldi‘cnine,mighl perhaps be the occasion 
of tills oiiU'Sion, ifit was not.iciidcntaiin 
sonic ciuly copies Kijsi'i is conjcctnivs 
It iniglit he added hj St. .lohii, alter some 
copiC'- ol his gospel hail been taken; 
•md (..rutms, tliat some who hcaid the 
ftoiyfioiri the apostle's mouth lecorded 
It wi^t the ,ip|iiuhatiun of Papias, and 
eniiiieiit persons in the chnich.— 
Tlw notice tint I'liscbins, ^^'',c^lcs. Hist, 
lib. Ill cap. lilt.), .Iciorn, (adv. Pel.ig. 
lih 11. cap fi), ai’d jthcr jncii-Ht Hliters, 
have taken ul the dulllOllsllC^s of this 
passage, with a ten oUic. iiisi.mccs <'f 


the like nature, shews that critical e\- 
actness with which they i‘\.i rum d into 
the geniiiiioQCivs of the se\ ei al p. i ts ol tlx. 
N’eu'Testimeiit, and so, on tin hIi-jIc, 
strengthens the evidence of ( Imsiianit^s, 
which (as I have shewn at large in the 
ninth of iny Ten Sermons) is so iiisepa- 
rablv connected with the gt luonciu ss 
and puiiiy of the New Testaiiu iit 
(> Such i.(men thovH be \hiicd ] II they 
spoke accurately, this niiist have heen a 
Wiiin.in who had been hetrolln.d ton Ims. 
band and had been guilty oi this lofa- 
moiis ciipio. beiurc the man urge was 
coti’tdcted ; foi soihonh aie e,\pussly 
condemned to be Ui/niil. (Deni. xaii. 
‘Z'l —24) 'Iho Jewish writers icll us, 
that when (as-'n the case of other iidiil. 
tcui’‘,i only death in gcneial was dc- 
nnuitced, wuhonl specify mg the particu¬ 
lar kind of It, Uiuiiji'ii was to he ii.scd. 
Custom indeed.(as (.rutma observe-,) 
might have introduced su ung in all tbe.se 
cases; (cornp.arc K/ek. svi.aS, -tO;) }ct 
tliist would not justify what they hen. 
siy. Blit oiir Ixiid'' -pint was too iiohh- 
tu take the advantatcc- of such a slip, it 
It was a iiiislnki he h.id a tiiiich gieali r 
view, and -ilcncrd them in a l.u lU'u 
t iVcctiial manner. 



lie b/dsi tlie gtii^less person ihroio tjiejirst sfmc M\her. ftji 

. ^ '"S, ' ' ' • ' ! 

be stoned, hut vbat them ill a ver)' siqgOlar manner, we would be sect. 
,«ayest thou? determination in an,affair of so cu- 


great importance; what therefore dost thou say?'^^'"^ 


6 This they «iid they suid tempting him^ that^ which way ^ 
pinjiting hii^ tb.at gQgyg'j. he should determine, they wight have an 

to accuse him ; either tp the Jewish 


hi'jr initflit have to 
use bim.- 


opportunity t 
rulers, if he 


acquitted such a criminal; or to 
th($ Homans, if he ventured, thou'rli on the aU' 
thdfily of'the law, to pronounce a capital sen¬ 
tence against her, which he had no authority 
fjiqm the Romans to do,*' and whicii the Jewish 
rulers themselves had at present no power to ex¬ 
ecute. (Compare John xviii. Ji.) 

—ijiit jcMis stooprd JesuSy stooping down , wrote soinet hing on 

‘*"'1 the ground with his finger^ choosing (as it 

hiiimr wmte on I he ® i . i , i" T • ® ■ 

uoi.iid, a«i though he were) to spoEK to 106 )}! by that action, rather 

hr^4r(l them not. than by words. Bwt as ihey^ thmking that they 
7 So when they ^ advantage, continued asking! 

ii. hfrMiiiiitii!.i'lt,and him With greater mporturnty, he raised/ninsef/ 
sal nolo thnui, lie Up, and, Without, ^^plyiiig directly tn their do, 
ti.d. c without in a- mand, only said 0ihem, Let him of you that 

ca=t .1 it&iie at Without sui, 111 liHs or any other respect, jiiir- 

sue the prosecution, and throw the first fatal 
stone at her, when shp^ is condcuniecl ;* (com- 


' ]u airu\e hm —to the Homan', jf he 
M'liturnl, It IS lei-y <nilt'iil that 

tli< Jc'S'i'li kanhedimi <a( by licence Irom 
the Uoin.io go\enior; amt though they 
tuiit a rijfi t to trv (‘a|>iU| causci, it was 
»n'ccs'..uy (»•< It perms fniin passages el»e- 
uh( 10 eMimirv'd,) that the sentence they 
p.-u-..(id slionhl lx; rec'Ogni?ed and alloweil 
by the Itoniaiii Ijiforc it Could be earned 
into oscciitiun. (See sect, clxwvi iioto«, 
on Mat.*xxMi. 2, and pect,.clxxxMji 
noiol', on .lolm ms. 10.)' 'for Oliri-t 
tVisdiirc h) h.nc undertaken" the decision 
I t’fhis i‘ase,«oiildi/<jo facto has c rendi"rad 
hun oboosi'iiis to the Itoihanii, &$ snll at 
to the sanludiiin ; and lud he wndemned 
her, a ness uii’casis>n of offence must tiave 
arisen, in con'-rnnente of that—to Pilate, 
it execution had been onli red withaid an 
applnatioii to him,—and to the Jews, if 
Chret had diiceted sc ’li an ajiphcatfon to 
be made. Hu that the uuiiC here wn’. much 
the same with that afterwai'ds laid for 
him, (Mntt.‘ xjtii.* 17—22, sect, cltv.) in 
the question about tlie lawfulness of (lay 

iiiif iiihiitp 

<* ii re/.' i>» lie g^oinul mik hi f'liafr.] 

The following trordf, /xi 7rpocr-«iaf*.y(^, 


at though he heard them rat, or (as I wu'ijd 
reiidfr them,) ov net regardt/it; them, are 
wantiUgin the most ralu.'ihh manii-'CripK, 
Dr. Milt therefore, 1 think itnily, omits 
them, as several other punted cditituis of 
the Gri’ek Testament do Wire tin j .v!- 
Riittgd, they would cut oil most of the 
ttMiJe'iure<i which learned tiieiilusi .vhaii 
ced as to nhut Christ uitie ; a quiAtion 
which il IS impossiblcfor ns to di UTOine, 
and which we Iiasc no uciid at nil t6 Ik- so 
licitonsabout. I am ihchnedtothink tliere 
wap a language in tlu- acim itvlt, euhei 
to intimate that these h\|xx-iiLiC(iJ I'liiu. 
secs should be themstlses (ns tlK> pmphet 
fKpresses it, Jer. mu. 13,) written in tin 
earth, or that they weie to attend to what 
was Written: bur f can deteimiue nothing, 
and must say with a grraf critic cm these 
words, \ercire velh, ijuir MapUei oplimm 
ttf^arenos lult, ertiihhi insciha dl “ 'lo 
" be willing to continue ignorant of what 
“ our great Master ha- th-inght lit to 
** conceal, is no inconsideiahlu pan of 
“^Christian learning.'' 

' ^ hel hm of you that is mthimt sia, th-oa 
the first stave ut Aer.] l.r ( lire makes 
the sup(>osed impiopnety cif tins leply a 



6S. all retire'i and xvomdn stii nb^mdra. 

iC 


8 And 


ogani her 
and 


» ' • 

pare Dcut. xvii. 7.) thus prudently avoiding a 
' decision of the case, and leading them to reflect 

'“'on their own guilt. Jnd stooping down again^ ^ 4.M1M U^dlM (J 

■wSi's »'■■>/« f ® he before. 

and left them to their own reflections. 

9 But having heard [his anmer],and beings by ^ And they nhirt 
a secret energy which went along with the'wdfd 
of Jesus, in a very awful and powerful manner, wSffiKie, wc'i oS 
convicted in their consciences of their own per- onebfOTe.begmninK 
sonal «ud aegravaled gudt, thy were wbamad 
even to look each other m the face j and so was kft a\oHe, an.) 
went out one by one^ beginningfi'om the eldest the wr^nan sJwdmt; 
whose age and office tended to increase their “* 
sliarrie and remorse; and the impression passed 
even to the lastj or the youngest and meanest of 
them. And Jesus teas left alone by all the ac¬ 
cusers, and the woman standingin the midst 
the crowd, with which he had been surrounded 
before she was brought ih. 

10 And Jesus raising hims^ up, and seeing lo Wh^n Je^is had 
none of those who had been soliciting liis ludg- 

ment., but only the woman they had brought man, h.* iai.' nntn 
before him, Mn/o Adr, Woman, 7 ie.'/i(T« arc vvDman, v-inr.* 
those thine accusers ? Has no man condemned t'nne . .m- 

t/iee, or is there none remaining to bear witness condemned tbcc 

11 against thee ? And she said, No man, Lord, n she said, No 
And Jesus said Unto her, Neither do 1 take up- 

on me, at this time, and under this circum-Neither doi condemn 
stance, judicially to comlemn thee, though thy- 
crime has beeh undoubtedly great: go thy way 
therefore, without any impediment irom me; 

’ bht,. as the Messenger of God; and Friend of 


farther argument .a.^inst Ihe (temiincnc-ss 
of this text ’ since the law did nut reqaire 
the leitne-scs or cvi'c’ilnini^n to be/ire from 
'Ui. Ill ordei to the i lUcacy of such a pro- 
socimon But it may be answered, that 
•lur Lurd’9 certain knowledge of what thtt 
effect would be, vindicated the wis^m of 
hi» putting the matter upon this iseuej by 
wh'cli it !■> plain in feel he' escaped their 
snare. 

f li cut out tmo by one, ftegMiang/rom the 
eldest ] It I*, strange any shoold ha\e it), 
teipretcd tins clause so rigorously, as to 
iin,tjjlilC that eseni' particular person went 
out jKist accoidmg to Ait age. It seems 
only to intimate that thu-c fi'/rimf the 
people, r lio had been most eagei in the 
prospfii^ioti, .ippt'arcJ umlcr the must'sen- 


sible cnnfti^^, and were some of ikefru 
that left tbs' assembly. And in'this' view 
it ij very remarkabie; espei i.illy consider, 
ing that they were now in the prcsciioc of 
the multitude, before whom they would no 
doubt he desirous to keep up the strictest 
appearance of virtue, in order to nuuntain 
their influence over them.—Though (.as 
Dr Whitby shews, on ver. 7.) adultciy 
pievailed much among the J.-wsalKiiiltliis 
time, yet 1 sec no reastm to conclude that 
their consciences convicted every one nf 
them of this ]iarticidar crime.—Their fiar- 
tiality (as Dr. Lordner well ob^e^^es,)' 
seems to apprar In bringing on'y the wo. 
man, not the man, when the law cundtm- 
ned both. (l.ard. Credibil. part i. Vol 1. 
p. 79.) 



Htfiections p tkefir^j^m reusing 


thop; go, and 
more. . 

■v 


sin DO souls, I wrarn thee, that thou sin no ^r«>'^-for sfitt, 
such enormous practices as these must sahject cii. 
thee to a severer judermentfrom God, than man 
. can ^^lonounce or innict. vliiif 


, V ^ , improvement. 

' The devout reiifemnts of Christt and his early renewed 4 j. Vcwo 
hoursj so come in view, that, after having made some pro^ ^ ^ 

gress in -his nistory, We are ready to pass them over as things of 
course. But let ns remember, that in some degree they call up¬ 
on us to go and do likewise i and will another day condemn 
those who, while thev call themselves/izs discipleSf are given up 
to ease and luxury, and suder every little amusement or sensual 
giatihcdtion, to lead them into an omission of their duty to God 
and their fcllow-creatures; an omission especially aggravated in 
tliose whom he has appointed to be teachers of others, and who 
have therefore so many peculiar errands to the throne of grace, 
and so many engagements in the'morning to soWy or to prepare 
the seed of religious instruction, and in the evening not to with¬ 
hold their hand from dispensing it (Eccles. xi. 6.) 

While Jesus is teaching, his enemies address him, not only as 3^ 5 
an ins/ructor, but as a judge. and yet, by this specious form 
ot honour and respect, they sought only to ensnare and destroy 6 
hnn. So unsafe would it be always to judge of mens intentions 
by the tirst appearances of their actions ! But our Lord, in his 
ans wer, united, as usual, the wisdom of the Serpent with the in-l 
murpee and gantkness of the dove; and in his conduct to^Awlo, II 
crinUfnal, shewed at once that tenderness and faithfulness, which 
might have the most effectual tendency to impress and reclaim 
her; if a heart capable pf such infidelity and wickedness could 
be impressed aud reclaimed at all. Oo thy way, said he to this 
adulteress, and sin no more. Perhaps the charge may have lit¬ 
tle weight with .such abandoned trans^essors as she; but let all 
learn to improve their escapes from danger, and the continued 
ext tci!»e of divine patience towards them, as an engagement to 
speedy and thorough reformation. 

Li't the force oj conscience, and the power of Christ over it, 3 , 
(both which so cvioently appeared in this instance,) teach us to 

B Sm no BKirc.] EliDtT, (Observ. Vol. I. many pf the Heathens the exce«linp ^in* 
p ms.) and SuicPr, (Tlicsaur. Vol, 1. p. fulness of it: which is the more worthy of 
siu').} have shewn that the word notice, as not only the greatest uf their 

laim, lu iin, IS used by thq most elc^nt men, but (acwrditi;; to tlieir scandalous 
(lie 'k classics, (as thecorre pondentword theology ) the greatest of their eods too, 
pfuurr IS by tiie hatinl to signify the tom- gave it all the soDCtioa it could liave from 
mtiiion of aihtlteii/; wh<ch strongly iiiti- examE^c, . 
mat'that cscu the light of nature Uught 



64 Christ speaks of himself as the light of the morld. 

si^. reverence the dictates of our own minds, and to do nothing t» 
,CTi bring them under a sense of guilt; which, through the secret 
'energy of our Redeemer, wrought so powerfully on these Pha¬ 
risees, that, hypocritical and vain-glorious as they were, they 
could not command themselves so far a» even to save appear¬ 
ances ; but the eldest and gravest among them were the first to 
confess their guilt, by withdrawing from the presenw^of so holy 
a Prophet^ from the temple of God, and from the mmiml whom 
they came to prosecute. A like consciousness of being mrselves 
to blame, will abate the boldness and freedom of our proceedings 
with others for their faults, if, while we Judge them, we axe self- 
condemned; nor will the authority of a.superior age, or station 
uf life, hear us out against these imoard reproaches. 


SECT. cm. 

Our Lord speaks of himself as the light of the xcorld, urges the 
concurrent tfistimony of his Father, and gives the Jews re¬ 
peated •warning of the danger they would incur by persisting 
in their infidelity. John VlII. 12—29. 


joii.v \ riF 


sr.f'T. 


fFu- 


JOHN "VIII. 12. 

’ffllEN Jesus, after the interruption that hn 
^ ..met w ith while he' was, speaking to the pco- gayni'^TaiilT/.t. Fi'kIu 
lohn temple, by the Pharisees bringing in uf ihc- world ■ iic tiiAt 

vUk igtbe adulteress, resumed the work he was before 
engaged in, and proceeded to instruct the 
]}eoj)lc; and observing the sun lately risen, and light ofiif. 
shining with great lustre and beauty, he spake 
unto them, sayings I am the true light of the 
world, in whose appearance you ought chieHy 
to rejoice: * this sun arises, in a few hours to 
descend again, and may ’fai). many of yoa ,:^eforc 
your intfMided journey is dispalclicd ; ^ whereas 
he that follows me, and gdverna himself by the 
dictates of my word and SpiMt,'^/(a/rMo/ be )eft 
to xcalk in the darkness of ignorance, error, and 
sin, Imt shall have the light of Ife continually 
shining upon him, tudimise ovef his soul know- 


* J am the true light <d Ike uxtrld.] The will reipentb^r this lira's tho iTiomiiig .ifiei 
Messiah «a& nften represented under this the egncliLsian of the feast of tabr'rnaLles, ^ 
siew. I^a xtli, 6; :dix. 0'-; and Mat. ir. and probably tqii^ht be 'icfurethe moniing 
Cothpari'l.uke ii. 32} John I. 4—9; satpritica,: after uhicb, no doubt, many 
iio 1^ b .>; and xii. ifi, < would be steltiiig out for their habitations it 

snii arises to descend again, and the cowntry. 
wglilf'foil many of jou, iCc.’) Thereadei 



, # txd is it jms<jTv< 

' ba|}|Mhe^ •’ *»" ’ c'”'''' 

iJ Tbe,.|^a^M^5^|friSK, of i^ Ph^iis^tkerrfofe/v»ha 

!Stoto^; ^apg^ ‘- from u 

<'ord brouj^te itt th» womanj enrttgeil at tfeo 

‘re«iaM htaosteS^jl^dk €{iiitt|)poiyi^ntr^ th^t' brotbreb, said u^ 

thm^ 

‘' ^fr«oS‘io ba'adSfbft^od’i^ ®*y 

jFbito* of vadb^oiyV'i^ , 

bdibftfMi ^i^ihtiigs of fliee,'unless we^Kave 
^ suni^ilNbt^broof than thiiib ovm affirmation. 

UJcsusanswei^ 

:^,.“i^»""!!iA!!“a witmm^ of \ven as I 


i 'f''»>« 


cord' is mie; ftnr !• have alfbady^ tiiat' 1 is^ coltne with a di- 

conmniiiaoBh; »^w.and 

bn! ye canoi SbjffW, O# i®‘Stfch ^Wocteht tO adlftlt 


whence I come, aii4it,j^j*' / J and 

wiiiUierigo. tohithiir I am g&in^i and Hwr most‘evident de^ 


monstsatioiis of it have been giren yon, both in 
the uatnrb' of' my dwtrinO^ and in the rthraolcs 
vshich 1 bavewrou^iht atnoiTg' yon ; button are 
so perverse^ t|l4.‘;a3rOfi:en‘as* t have hinted or 
deciared «,' nor 40 tliis day jf/’ow . 

. , whence I edmef alid whifhei^ I am goi^§: 

1 s Yfi iudgp after Which is'notto \h ’ascribedtortile want of ii#-15 
riiM; '* ”** ficiept evidence,but t^rfeiy to thb force of your 

oiorff pvs^^di&ia^^'&3f0dJ'v^^ acCordhig to ihe 
''' maxims ’anti,hsnse, and will believe no^ 

thins in ofiprosha^jr prineiples which 

you nave sd‘ fasIify‘^iti^bed,®*od by thisii^hs 
la% justly lidjie'to ph<lemi^:4on: ^ut J ^ave 
’ tlifa# l^> the pfeisInV, as* I adw judge no marif 
bf»^ ratther anp^t the .character of a Sa- 
Hi And ypf'if I vKSUT, fConff^a^ clnifi jibll'T j Yet if / should tG 
jiidjre, nu- i^nent tm Sentence is tippa- 

itaTiinfi aid !ho rendy ff4<?'.and'r%hr; an<f ydh woulcfjustly fee 
Faiiieribai^uitjiu‘. coTtflemhed'ffer Opt i*eceiviiig^ my tesCftnuny; 

jof* 1 dm ^at ai&)k in #ha» isay, 6ich I and the 
FatMr f^fentipu, as weare in other reaipe^s 
ipseparaJ^' Wnw, do et(id|^tly concur tb^* 

. ‘ *. V 

You judnv ncoffim^ t^ Umjkahi/ fcc.1 fUftee aniS! IktHtrtr. And tjbs 

The sante uartiiU lycgi iJnjiss !,tUl.^vafl lA^'ddtzijitfrbin' nf ^se pi^ClpIel^ winch nw, 
thp minds rif the Jew-i, and utdvtnt llieft ^MnKta'ntljriala^Vjridnted. andntn'res* 
rrccptioii uf Cln iji j they laying it dbwii ainined, wiH, f f«*r, bC altfihderf «iti fat* 

* i'lst piiiiciple, that hi irOi beikpmt conw^thceatottKttuanda Aotc. 

\()i.. ir. p 


J!) I’hPii ‘awl tlw'v 

uijt/> him, VVlurc ic 


hut they Hfilher kmv his Father mr him. 

t 

,.t.cr. ther in thn tcsninony that I ^Wc. ^nd it is n tt is also «rit- 
‘ written III your own law^ for which you profess t&hmony 'ilty 
.so sacrch a reoar‘1, that the testumny of 
vjll,I7wp^i /j to he aJinitteci as hue, and matters of 
tlic greatest consecpiciice art; witiicut scrtfple 
1810 he doterminctl h\ ir, Deut. xvn 6, and xix, I am one th^ 
1 .5. ) Now / am \one] who bear this witness of 
myself in a lact, the tnuli of winch 1 cannot sent roe bearctu 
but certainly know; and the Father who sent wiintssofme. 
me IS another, and surely* a most cfcdible Per¬ 
son, wlio also bears Ins testimony to me j thore- 
. by asserting ilie tiuth of every doctrine T teach, 
ainl tlie jiistiof, of ever^ sentence ( ntight pass, 

19 'J'/ien suul they to hintj Where is this thy Fa- 

Ikcr^ to whom thou so frequently appealest ? t7)v V’aii*«r' J 

mention him plainly, that we^ may know how ani^md, Y** m-ithir 

far he is to be regarded, and ttroduce him as a me, ikt my 
. » ® ’ j v‘ >.11-1 F.ither ■ if li.nl 

Witness. Jesm answered. You may well ask : 
for it plainly appears by your conduct, that have knuati im fj 
neither know me, nor my Father, however you tiieraisu. 
may boast an aequaiiuance with him : and in¬ 
deed, if you had known me aright, and regard¬ 
ed me as you ought to have done, you would 
also long en* tins have known who and what my 
Father is, in another manner than you now do; 
for 1 bear Ins complete resemblance, and it is 
rny great hu'iiness to rei'eal him to those who 
submit to my instructions. ' 

20 These words Jesus spake with the greatest '20 The p woul 

ireedom, as he was teaching in the temple, in a J**'' 

certain part of it called the treasury, where the 

cljests stood ID which the people put their gifts Bu ni.iri l.Mil h.iiiilh iKv 
for the service of that sacred house, (see Mark i""'. !* '" I'l" '•i”''' 

\ii. 41, sect, clix.) the stores of which werfelaid 
lip in chambers over that cloister; and though 
lie so plainly intimated that God was his P'ather, 

•itid cliargca the Jews with beii>g ignorant Of 
him, in whom they boasted as so peculiarly 
their God, yet their spirits were kept under such 
a powerful, though secret restraint, that no one 
seized him ; which was the more wonderful, as it 
was a |)lace from whence, it would not have been 
easy to have escaped w’ithoiit a miracle, and 
which was much fre quented by his greatest en¬ 
emies ; but the true reason was, heeause his 
hour was not yet lome in which he was, by di- 
Tine ])crn)ission, to be delivered intothpir band> 



Thty that r^ected him their sins; 6^|1 

' ' < < '" ji y 5 ’ '■®^' ' t'’?. ■■ '^S.' 

:i Ibi'i) Rai4 J«* Coi)6clWtberefor0jnthft^rotecti(mofi3ivlRe sriCT* ^ 
ri.M.Tv”iivTa!!lfS ProvidcHce, ./tw.f ih€i%^^4io themu^mn, '5 

shaJ! spek'mt, and tjfe W d^nc befoiT? vi]-v3^r3^ 34.- 

^'inii die in your/«ei^apeed^i1y 

y<^ afr<^,&Ie Ah . 

... li) forjrmu'bav^ 

' T ' ' i?i«, 0^ Ma^dk-^yMs j^Ditr sin^ 

- '/i and 

of^Divjne''Wft| 5 e^<!«a into 

final fondm^jbil. Hi^jH^nber 1 

ha\e Whed 704 with ^atesji.faiihfah»ess, 


gotiig’f We sliaii jnot depiinj to follow him'upon 
thoiiO terms. • ..» , ' v - ’ • t 


'a((mitt(^^^q,tae, i^wiil in vaia j (avyou can- 

to’A;ipUce whither lam now going ^ 
’either to me, or to’^icure yourselves. ‘ ^ 

}i ThLn said the ^ ihm .«(*>'«/, With,P^''vepsoa4<J32 

.f*«s Will he kill foolish, contempt', What, wi^,$^ h%U hini^ffy 
sali'i? \\ hiti^rTj^** that,he, sai/St Fait cannot CQm{ ischithtr I am 

\ I. I'aiiiiot Come } _ , „ 

. those terms. ,. 

'!'j Old he said vf7id/if ifthTfiplamly, So vile 23 

h"/m i!en! *i’ui''an inalicjiouB an aSfthis, evidently 

flo'.M it>oVl‘-’’yoaro that;yon arc, Jrm,hii^imthi the slaves of 

ot this rtoiid, ( am earth, am! the heirs.of hylli wlj^le, on the other 
l ot of this world. alfffce, and sb^.^oickly return 

thither; ^o« re orL'inally //iW world, and 
^ your treasmo and hear^ arv3iiy?!Fo; bur as / am 
not 0/th'isworldyix^^ |ho4ghts therefore natural¬ 
ly turn to that. f;$l»stial “abode fdihn iwhenee I 
came, and 1 incKtSsantly iahour to conduct men' 
j + [ s.iid (hei»fore th itlier. But 8^ to y Gu I ’la^hf in stain;' and > j. 

"imil dio'’ s^id 

sins f.)rit\cb(>hmc mj^e«r,>ijB 5 i-vai>d 11441 really a great and 
ii.ir int I iim he, ji« avvful truth, Hifc|idcsecV4a.apdther Kind of regard 
ii.li Mt 111 >our.sms. you give It;“Sip tl||it. j[ yt-‘t a-iain woultl.call’ 

you to consider iti/or.'if you klietc not that f 
am [Af], whom I-have'jhpi^i^ntcd myi'etf to 
1 ) 0 ,'* yotf shall m»'avoid.dj|y^/? sms, and 

, are in elfoct thfi',m,iird,erers df;yi^r own souls.” 


■* 77, f am he, Hr, hh lyc cijiii,] ' |hiu|; h<7rr, 21, is a,verj’ nw- 

Thuft IS cvuienlly an ellipsish<Jft% to b(f ml rfettlkcjto.tne'mjly of theii answer, 
supplied 6\ cnniparirig it ViUi cei, I?, ;'Jo jf our t orf hid aid, “ It 

tii!nr,ini,'.loh 1 x{i|, IJij Murk xiii. d; very ill ^conicS 'ou to tn!'c mid 
and V('N xiii, ' "•amuse yaulfseljres iwUi st,eU v|)|j imd 

' Are 111 rtirci UiO rnutderers of your " sjnfe'M tfirus, Vlijjn youi lifu, C'.en * 
I I. I' ] '1 litf n pi Mtnm of the Ihieat* the life of ydulr souk, is at sUk'p, jna 



di8 Fvt he otihf s^e WrcU the Faihei' had tattghi him. 

sBpit said fkeif tS Aim, in proud ddri^iony' Who 

GHMl fAW, tt\at sucW great regard sIjouW be paid > '’abcI JellS 
thee, .iind that it Bhhuld he so fatal a tldttg to ssjth unto Uiew, 
jhid Jesus seid.to /Aetw, Tritfy^ t^t | 

.11 _*„ sMd unto y6utrom 

maqy 

_ _ „ - - y' 

.yrJU/^andjiistijf^kht upbr^^iojt .with'the ut- iViSt 
most ^ev^rity , aaini pass an sentence true, and I ^pi-ak r<> 

of coii^eWnatif>n ujibnyou present, wo‘id those 

I edrttent niysidf vrtth'jrcoiindmg .that fie him. * ^'*''' 
Ufho sent fne is' true: mJ ^peak h. the wHd 

only those things which I kdte kearifremidmt 
he will.finally; verify my wopla, aind it will .be- 
. at the petit of your sf^ls if y cm ta»}tintter>tD treat 
me with aneb petyepenm and contempt. • * 

These ihin^'v^fe very intelltgiWe, when «7 They midei 
coiupored withhe had said before; [ye/T stood not tb.u he 
so eJiCeeding stupid were they, and so hhnded 
by the orejndicfea of their minds, that fAey did 
not understand tha* he spike fo them ^ Goa/Ae 
Father a-s the P^son who sent him. 

Jesus thcjefoiM'taid #** themy I know that, ss Ti»>niiaidJr- 
niMwnthsiapdiiig.^dli I' have shid,’ you will b© s'is«*tothrm, m.. 
still so obstinato ife to'j^mrsist in your infidelity, 
till you [iroQood evec^tpr take away my life; but 
alter"alj yottr professed det^ke of bis ap- 


“ to talk of my kidlni’hiywlji vtsllk'hy tMUutiyiMVfpt i/|uwy ImXmv mi sfrov All 
'• j’our uabf'Ucf jsnd impef(it««c<r,'<]ron that knov any ihiug of the Clit'^k Inii- 
** ore plun$iiig ypursolvus, kito eWpia) guage* knoa" Uiat <r>i» apxi* ‘'Ufu si;_^iii- 
O 'I‘h«s doUiCk-C) p.i5$)|ifn in ouf fiis tndeed, or tritfy , and so the tran'la- 

IiOid'k disttour^B,, Whi^h^'to a udreleBS tivQ t kayo- givea la very literal, aad 
rcader-tut|iit"v<’'eio;tl||f‘'tautidogMW,. aa/ oiakes a very good sense.—McFleruinit 
pear,ion .‘tni4tton4i.Ve'|i'eEviciv, to bje'ant- would render it, / ant, ai / said xuiloi/iiii, 

~ nt^juid with a most {•ekiiratmg^^pirit, that iv, the Person spoken 

^ ah4 to be full of UtvIoV A m- 'Ot, Gan. i. I, and elsewhere, under that 

inni'k wlilrhwvil) frecibeutly occur, , dUe but this,, as w«H as ouj owu ver^ 
cially in'Mdiiibg thcrt-e itnpoitabt ais- Bion, is not any thing like a just and 
<'ouiseaoft^nst.wkrdb.lohnhae,ttiMugh' gramtmitkttl translation; thoprih to be 
nte inlitiite guodnebtroFQutl U^fbkikniurob, stare there ij»« sense in which Christ m.iy 
recorded alttfr they htilt he)»p.Dniitted most pi^perlv be called the t!egin‘,in^. 
by the otlu« e\aiig|j^ii|^< tllotiipare Cot. i IS: Ecr. j. bj \xi. o, 

f Tnd^t teeaim f "mir^still r^eeting l« , xnis. tS. (see FleaiteV* ^'krhtuiogv, ul. 
you, T hate many fhtnp to suu and fud^e '’t. p. 281 )—1 Shall only h^d that some 
rouerram^vw] leiti^alyagTce with the would render it, ‘the sma i am ^peuiia^ 
]earuc<11^beUus, '(Ati?u|t.^ Herod. Liymtiif: kut.tho. versiitn here ga on is 
2^2— SOO.) that a{l thediffikhlly ^-tteae tnoie agceeo^ to thi^ Ofiglnai, and by a 
words arises 'a |ni5t.'ik$'illrihh)Wir..i properwould nppeur natural and 
ing, as they stand in'inpatcOpies I and l easv, if what shoidd be considcrc'l a^i 
r think hiB method of reulorling thd tree one sentence hAd not bee>i scpaiated in* 
rcadingl^nd lenre.tbirsASiestand jnstest -to two parts by a wroni d,ih,o?i of ih* 
( have ever met with. He Vould point verses, 
tJms, T'if rfpvw, s?f j.«i' k«;\u« yaii'. 



ofi a/ ne^iectmg Ch'iit. 

• ^ ' 

ye hare lift w'tte pearance aod, Krog(lofti, Vtf« *hall haix Itfkd up svct 
SSl ye gloriims P^rsion, i/is Sent qf mm, from tlie cm* 

am hi and-that 1 do ^rtl>,‘«od J»th cveo proceeded &o far as to put 
^notking of.wirtf. hi^ to a Violent death, instead of seeing hiavui'-^ 
hath ^auSft ■me!'" ioterest overhorne b}' that ouU^geous 

kpcak attempt* pm >hall ihm bj', some new and 

- ' .;*, .eoitvineiflg token that I am [hej^] and [thut] I 
do nothing mp^LXdXeXy of in exact ■ 

agreement vitb him, jt/i0;^|d| /Arje things ac- 

29 itnd ho that eovding as rnp Fafther ^s idsthicted me: A)id2'* 
iwt me IS wiA mei me^is graciously present 

left me alone: fori twc, to bear his tcstiinOiiy to the truth ot 
do aUayn those what I say, and to^support and vindicate me* 

thmga lliat Please /j^g 

Father has not Jejt mtahne, nor vvill he ever 
leave nu* j.^or I always do the things u'tuch w/ e 
4* mosi pltsasing to Aj»*, and faithfully and cou- 

staittly purstie the important work which he 
has committed to my trust. 

IMPROVEMENT, 

Such may our character ever be, as we desire the supports of Ver, 2 ? 
the Divine presence I Whoever be displeased, may we aiw(ws 
do the things which please him : and with ad diligence let us la¬ 
bour, whether present in tffe body, or, absent from it, to Im still 
approved and accepted of him / f d Cor. v,* 9 .) 

Our blessed liedettner is the light qf the world. With how 
|nuch pleasure should wc behold his rilys! With mucJi 
cheeriulness should we foil&Wt whith^rs^ver he leads us; as 
well knowing, that vve shall not then walk in dnrkness: and God 
forbid a^e should ever choose to continue in it, as tbe sheiter and 
screen of wicked wOrks! 

May we, with all candour and hqiontlky>'regard (Uid submit to 17, IS 
thst testimony which the Father has borne to him in so expri'ss 
and incontestible a manner I Dreadful U'ould be the consequence 
of our refusing to do it. The doom -of these wretchetf Jexvs^l, 
would be ours, to die in our sins. And oh, how insupportable j 
will that guilty burden prove in a dyin^ hour, and before the 
tribunal of God P How will it sink ns into condemnation and . 

despair 1 !n vain shall those who now despise him, then seek ad- • 

• . ( 
t You sk^lt thfai ta<n 9 that Jl (t«t b««p UQSQitftbtfl to the reserve witieli, | 

This undoubtedly reh>retothe profllgtiis '. ‘on Suioe of these keads, ptndencc oblig ^ 

attcodiu^: bis d^api, bli> resurrection nad ed btia to keep: or sneh as in oiher in- - : 

ascension, the degeent of tlie Spirit, the stances would hive superseded farther * 

ainazm;; miracles vrpugbt by the apos« ' inoniry into the meaning oi what he ^ 

ties in his uanfle. &&>—But I am careful said. 1 thii^ it qaosi natural to relei ^ 

not to put such words inhs tmr Jtord^s tbeso to the notes, or to the parsphran* 
mouth in the paraphrase, MWhuM have .-on sotne folloadn^ pas^.-ice, , 



70 Many believe and are incliried to Joildtu hitti. 




rnihAHceto the vs^orld where he is: tbiiher cpmc; 

C»H arid if excluded from him, must be excluded from happiness. 

Justly mlijht it long since have our case; for surely he 
hai many things to say of us, and to'Judge concerning its, shoufj 
*'*’he lay judgment to the line, and righteousness tojhSi plummet, 
after his baviivg l«-eir.rfl bng with M.«,'yea, after we have, as it 
' were, seen him Ujied up and Set forthcrucified among vs‘ 
' (Cal. lii. 1.) 

‘28 May tins faithful admonition pret^ail to our conviction and 
reformation; that our everlasting condemnation may not farther 
illustrate the rcMsonahleriess, y^a, the necessity, of it, and the 
madness of.hardening our hearts against it! 


SECT. CIV. 


Our Lord continues his discourse itith the Jews in t/u trea\uri/, 
the day after thc'feasi of tahernnclcs; and labours to convime 
them how •o'ain t'htir pretences to liberfy and to the privileges 
ot the chihh'xn of Abraham Wei'%, while they continued to re¬ 
ject and persecute him, John VIH. 30—47. 


bKCT. 
< IV. 


'^jpilUS did jestJs warn the Jews of the ganger jt^s he sjtave tiio^ 
of rejecting him, and appeal to lbs heaven^ 

Juiiii f'ather as authorizing'the whole of bis admi- 
1 ^ 111 . 50 . iiistration; and, as he teas speaking these Words, 
many of hii> hearers wCru si) strucit with them, 
that they believed in himf ' and were strongly 
inclined to foilmv him as the-^Messiah. 

77 «rt/cisMS,'knowing, the Weakness and trea- si tih-h -.iiu .to 
chery of the hiimatV bfeartV and the difficulties 
which would iie’iiT th^ WayJf if they attempted him, if jc coiUigiK' 
to put that inclination into practice, s't/fd fp those 
of the Jnc'S who were now ready tt> profess ‘ 
that they believed in hhn, Lfyou cofitinue sted- 


” Vnni) Mtexied in Ititit.] Onec^,h^rd< Christ; braiing'the pervcrseni";>i of his 
]y thiiili, that anibiyiiity of the e\- »iocaite<i wilh so much paticru o, tpeak. 
pre^N.oiiof (ke^bf tnau’r Mat i/p, of an ignominious ^intpainfiii death 
(uT. 38 ) cfigBged th«ft to thi'. iB'fioge ’ with such holjr cottipounrc; and expies- 
lUatit might intitn&te 'tf^d eii.ilttit{on„^',c^4pgeataiiie Otnf ?ii(dy.as«nse nf Ins 
to a temporal kingdom.*'re r«-^'llt!»V«ntJr ■Pttthor’s «pprouatioo, and so 
{•onable to bejievo thaf,'ilioy’fvU th«it'''8'ali(!hta cOthpUcofiCy in it—And per- 
, hearts impig^ed wiUl,ithat they, heard haps, would nnintsters generally allow 
fioio him in Chfi whdle piei;edfng dis> themseK'es to open with freedom ihcmi- 
couisc. tet it isohsOiHabU', thatdtttbe t'tvcwdrkingaofahedrtdeeplyiirtpresscd 
‘ ncs of it he advances no aew proof of “with the gtsp”**!, Uie iicret rhai in might 
his sothat|iro'bihl]^thc)ie pco« .shlid.ie ihobo, wlinsOsubtltityand pro|i'- 

nV were wrought upon, hy defeat they dire ndght be proof against the most 
•'L'ieri!. I m the toHlperand conduct of conclusive abstract reasoning. 



\^The truth would make them free ivhQ hud been slaves to sin, 7i 



of ly gospel i/its foil composs aod ''' 
>ou 1‘rec. extent, SO far as it is< necessary to y oyir salva¬ 

tion, or conducive to your (jornfoirt; and th 
truth shall hake ^ou /jvt*,'' and fix you in that 
state of glorious liberty wlnol^is the privilege of 
iny disciples alone. 

They answered soiito that heard him ,‘wcre'tiot ajitfie dis- 33 

iZ’-sriran/iwe P'®****®^ « insmaauoolh.tt they were 

n-v-T III b'^ndage «o ftf't already free ; aqd strangdy forgetting the 
any m.iu how say- servitude of Egypt and Babylon, and bow often 
made free'ibeei\Conquered by others, and 
even how low it was at present reduced by the 
Homan power, Uhey confidendy answered him,^ 

We are llie seed 0 / dbraham, a person alw-ays 
fr<*e, and the peculiar favourite of heaven ; and 
we fiaye utver been in slavery io any man what- 
cvec,' nor do we fear that God will permit us to 
be so: /icxa then dost thou say to us, Fen thall 
I'd made free upon beconiing my disciples ? 
j+jeou^ ansucred Jesus^ wavHig wbat lie, luight easily have rc-3i 
as to tfieir former history, and the present 
bopsrr coBJuiittetii State OF their civil afiairs, that be might give no 
in, IS tbo;iM'\ant of unnecessary offence, answered themy Verily^ ut- 
rilyy I say unto you, and recommend it to your 
consideration as a most important truth, That 
even/ one who habitually practises sin,\ and goes 
on in a coursd of it, is the slave of ‘sin; and 
that is a servitude by far meaner and more’ 
dreadful than the yoke of an earthly tyrant. 

And the ser- US the servant does iht always abide in //ics,. 

♦h. of master, but is at hu. lord’s pleasure 


Ml) 

'in 


^ T/<f truth (hall mah j/eu /w*] Ap- 
cotding*{o Sir haac Newton (on Proph. 
p. 149.) tl)es 9 -words «’cre. epoitvn* in a 
sabbattcat year, when at the^ feast of ta¬ 
bernacles, which was j,ts{: about tiie be¬ 
ginning of the civil year, great numbers 
nf «er»antip were set at liberty:.and h6 
aoppoces that the answer of the Jews, 
(ver 31,) is to be explained with a pecu*. 
liar lefercnce to this, and contains two 
distinct thoughts : '* If e, are AtiTokoaK’f 
“ ifcfl, and consequently, bad wcevor 
'• been ill bondage, w'e sboiild.hare been 
“ »et at liberty at tins seasbn, though 
Oeiitilir slaves are stiH deta.ii'‘d; and, 


" besides that, ae nner mue tsi bohdaei' 

ic an^ man at all," But the arcument*- 
by which this is fixed td a sabbatieal i car 
.aye dubious i and the uords* mil ninkf a 
good senim, independent on ihitpccniint 
interpretation^ which yet, sceuu'd n- 
marltlAte enough to,deserve a mention 
here. 

® H id habitually practises stn, ] nm.i 
*/i*«f)i<»y"scernf a phrase of the very same 
import with nwftug mvjuity I bavc 
fhendlire rendered it pjoit'se^ sir, as Ui.it 
word generally oignitles an b.ibi<i..il 
counse of acboii'. 





IJ Soil made’ tMiWfree^ skduld he free indeed 


•»ect, much less can you, who ace the servants, nijt (jt' *<<< **»« abdtV* 
civ.. Ood, hut of sin, promise yourselves iliat you 
'■ViVsliall still, on account of your descent fVoai A- • 

-ij^j “^^brahaiii, continue in those privileges \ihich,' by 
undeserved mercy, you hitherto enjoy: {ixat\ 

* ?Ac eldest ion and herr of the family cootiniKil- 
,ly abides in hw father’s house, anj his jvjwer 
'jeand influence [Merc] slxo ai'vayt increasing 36 If the ^on tin n- 
ThuVdo I ever cmuiwiis aiul have power of re- 
ceiving whom I will into the family : if there* mdeud. ^ 
fQrc 1, who am the Only-bcgotusn San of God, 
and the Meir of all things, make^m free^ ymi^ 
claiming in virtue oif my ri^it and aurljority, mil 
he f^ee indeed^ and -will not only be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption and the tyranoy 
of fiatan, but be entitled fq those immunities and 
blessings here, and to that future iniiieritdiice of 
titcqial giory'i to which at present, you iuivc no 
claim. ’ * ■ 

■7 And as to what you say, that yiiii are Alw-a- '57 1 know iini j 
ham’s seed, J hum that you indeed are, in,a,i4a- f**' 5'>roii.iin's -rci 
mral lyay, the pofierity of Jramm* as Ishmael „i\ 

also was; but what can that avail'you, while wordimth w, 
you are bo uedihe Abraham i® your temper, end “ Y®"- 
ure so far from being of a divSpositiori suitable to ^ 
your descent from him, that ywt notoidyderide, 
but seek i& iiill »ic, beeause mrd ‘baa no 
, pA»'c in y^iur hearts, imd has nOt any weight or 
influence upon you, ,bnt is of a tenor directly 
IS contrary to your pfej<udic<»< and Imts. And, on S'* i 
tlic whole, there is so great a difl'ereoce iKUwtveo *vilh ni\^’dtiiVi ^nli 
ns, that it is really mi^tssible to reconcile your 
piVK’tice witfj my do^ctriue , fbi* >/ ^peak ihnt 
whkk / have ^en mih my Father, find which 1 
know to be agreeable to his mind and will 


^ 'Ihe \en'anl doci not uhxiii'js aticle in the 
Sa<nily ; but the srn atiiili fiAir;,] abLayi-\ 
1 Uunk l>r. Giiy^c'^ iri^viiioiis anti pioiii* 
jqaijphra^ anU'on tbtse wonta, 
f’ont.iin an (‘XceflotiiEnijJStration of ttii'in, 
'Die iDiuii .iicnsc of icHhI he iixya o)i dtis 
jMsi-jjfr! I, niuclj tbitf same with ^Tiatl 
have .^ven "abo^o, j[iruich "aa-it writ H 
'Cvoial vcaiS^ago <) the I'a-niii!' ouljalv’- 
>t!.« I, thuur.h >a on of ..tbraiMui by th? 
''■iiitJiMnnati, bfantifufiy jllihstratCii the 
rMnaik suid th< coi)TieCtu*'i.—~It is 

ri'ranL^e that Hr. Cl ij:* 1 ■>)u>ii1d think, that 
.■'lovs wAs'fhe serv'iut here flieant; aitd 
St ranker yet, that Itr. f'lnrltfe khuiild a- 
■Inpl so imii.itiiiHl an nltei’pretalion. 
''i.p I'lt Oprmors Vol, HI p. 4, 5. 


* Jf the ‘4i« mah' you free, ^>.c ] Ari li- 
bjshop i’ill<jts(in(Vol IH p. ■>7'^.) tj^ink'! 
that tins alKides to a cir'tOkm )u lO'ae of 
£be.atie>. nf (Ireeec, Hp.H eljcs hfre, 
w hereby Ute son an4 a libeity 

to adopt brvthi'On, apd .giVo thcin the 
Biiviieasfs of the family 
f 7 kaow Uml i/o < ure Ike ji •s^ent‘j of A- 
brttham.^ It secriT< piohahls’ that our 
Lord »peak$- this, not'to tfert* who be¬ 
lieved in hta), htti tosiiifto ('fibers in the 
coBipjtiyi and Uiat tbe pbr'isi, hey on 
swrn-il htm, X-ax. S% only Sl^rmlic', .Ui.n 
some of tliose who tvcrie present iDa*' 
sneh a reply. 



TJiey t&aH tf being Abrakant*)? md^yet d&mfhk mrh: '/13 
\ 

^ r 

yo 4 otk»i which ye ujjdijmt do that whwh yau have seen with tmtr srcr. 

and shew a visible ctniformity in yoMP civ. 
works to him: by ^vhich be intimated that t^hetr ^ 

.works as tnuch rcseaohled the nature of fhevjii!k' 
. deni, as his dnetriue answered to'that of God. 

sy They oMi^oiwi But th(y repited'with ^ic warmth, anrf Atfti/39 

.sikI »a«i unto hiu», to /«?«, Tike bBtfil e« jpPliotri ibis reflection 
ther —”* ’** AbrahSnd^i '^father^ and surely tHon 

woddeSt not btstHudle any thing; m the mjury 
of that holy pHriarchV who was«x*- 

])rc«isly called the friend of Odd. 

—.icsuq saith unto ^hesus stiys to them, If you tt’creiiulecd’/aod in 

them, jf ye were the niost inipotlant sente, the chUdren of Ah'u- 
V'*** w'uia ham,y9u xoovld do.the works 'tf AhruhatHf ami 

woiki^!rf Abmtj.rm. 'voidd maUo il'the^.gt^t'husiitess of yonr life to 
4ti But HOW ye imitate so wise wid an holy an examjile. Sttf^o * 
isrrk 10 kill me, « hlid <Kwtrtre to sktU^iei a blame- 

\ou the truth nhir^i t'H' rtty Other reason but 

i hn^ehfMrdofOod; hccause |,^iti omwhohas fhtthfally told yatl the 
tiii^didnotAbruham. I hitve hmd aOjEt fi^eircd in com- 

infs^ion ftom God: Abrahaml^^oarhaaiostd^ an- 
cestor, did mt any thing like hntgarc 
the readiesteredft, andtheraoBt joyful wycome, 

, , , , toatlthenjessageswhieh'Godaeftirhim! NeyeT-4i 
f jour'^father-^'^ tlwlcss, tho^'ydtt .«rfe SO ftirfrbffi (ioii#^he 
t works of Alirkham, I may well’say, as I navKj 

jiTst now intiwateil,' (rer. that jwa 4p fhe' 
works ^hiid wbh ii imleed fdtbev. ' 

—rhen sard Uicv. Thtn sai^ p Afwi, hav^tb^ ' 

10 him wi be not xq knowthal wif itr^t we*" 

»!• haU oneare BOt bast&»d'l«Wg, bioikl h’^ becneon- 
eien o'oti. ' taoiinated^with idoiatrOtts.tHi^’fceBj hot; 1>y vir¬ 
tue of ami tnrr pro- 

id fessiod great and 

commiM# 

4.1 Jesus said unto Je^s m/I td tken^^' Ood ‘were imievd i/our t2 

'oi'if’ -Fathw of attenJj^''*" 

Sd lov»4uu\’fMl to ( 


notiaahd /ove 



s Iptfi.efM 4»rigtndlly, loyi tW r'l«W*'ll i *««* t'-a. ?ti, 1 T!' ,3’jic»form in 
fri.m (tu/, { 'f his .(deiajus'tA he tM oth^r stanl^,',faroar!it,-^c n u- 

fjistiiirtjo;! lictw.-fln'.rSijjAm jlterinff J'iave fiiven, 'h(LJ 

!>i\.,.ity (UK sCTvral tMuminr 5 ata^.li|ive not only lusfiistini's- 

.•!>v util.) use Jlhefttl flf ttesfi to sloii, ifi* attendanep to escry 
'’viu' V. iht' dcscept of eit>t(lrcili;iF!|9M^ parti^lfir ni^siife. 

‘Ill ir patents, (compare-Oen Jiv, 4 j . 



But imitate (he devil, and^e therefore is their father. • 

SECT, and app<.'ar artiorig you as Imn M\*ssengor; Jar I neither cauM- I of 
came not of viysnj, hut lie hax senl me, ami I ^^***^’ but he sent 
coij'.ianUy kcf-|) Im Joiiiiiii-’Sion m vk'w,. And 43 WT»> do\t uof 


lU understand tins my linis(U(/!!e, "nrf'^istmd 


inv 


and acknnwii'd'ie It, simpln a-* it is, to be in-m/i be- 

j , , ^ rr M / . i fJimothciSi 

oecd iiivmer [/j H\ becau<e yon oanmt htat uiy word. 
m,y mrd ?'* Can you pre’tdncl to say that I de¬ 
cline giving you the most pi.hiic and fiecincnt 
instruction&, or that tnojs^e ins^’^uctions ure un- 
'intelligibie and ohsjcnre ? Vour consciences m 
general know the contrary as to the main series 
of thein. . 

41 - The case indeed is sufjiciently plain, nor do 4 +v.jn* it 
I fear to represent it in ,the most exiness U-,rnis. 

Ji-tell you therefore, Ym. are the gemiine .hir >cwiii .i.. Ih 
children of your Jather the deviland the ma- wa'-amurdfn ■ 
licious and jibominuble l-mts qf that accuiscd b'^gmiun;, .mi 
spiijit*' whom I jimly call your 'fether, ~yoH will 
resolutely and obkinately persist to do ; and I-) 110 trutli in I'ini 
even now rliere 4 stbe planujstevidence of y'^nr ' ’ 

rosetnblaijc^ tp' hini, in y:our design to rmirdcr L , , 

me, and in-your oppasition to the truth that I liar, and i.w i.i 
deliver to yuo ^ for he has alwa>s acted :in the '** '*■ 
cfp*my of mwikind, aijjd.a^^W a murderer Jrom 
%heginnmg, in his akempt to bring dcstruc- 
;' tidn on the world by sip;, (compare 1 John lii. 

S,) accon^j^ish' bis^t^ructive purpose, 

a* I4f original integrity wjjis liJtst by his aposiacy 

regard to what was 
Claimed not in:ihf ttu/h, ^\n, by .an 
uudwibusdhd'iiiiost per^ipious lidj ruined the first 
parehte^of the bemuse t^e was and , 

w no tm/ija he apmks 

a die, the A 

bi^ of hiabj|^^u^|^u.t;and pd^dioaiiiature; ... 
for he is himllfftf lim',J^d> was,/^ father of . 

^ ^ ^ ,1^ *■, * ■5*-%''*^ w-n I 

n felt the nicked* 

. I cboosB to place a iff jj^tarrofa,’, ofUie Jews alioat this time abun- 
Uon after tlm cla^.jr' <lTi i daotb viodi'fr^tes‘thiifour 

«f Mym, y, 'I^TTd-jffOtq.ftoy ftppei^ncs of undue se- 

way rt% .’Jieritj,;.! &c Jpseph, Bell. Jod. lib v. 

tttnity* of in vi. II.} |fcp,ptl3(al if.) 


(/r iWjjwA, John X. U. m.'' ' ■' irftf^.wordi,'wwm See notea 

‘ ypti nre (tf yttwJo.lh$f ^4^!)^] ; The i. 4U, Vol. I.- p. 111. 



B^ectiom on the regar^ue to the tcords of Chmt 


r6 


45 Audber-ause i or the first forger of that detestable and perm- suct. 
tfU yK'j the truth, jfu crime. Anti, as you are of Such a tlispo^ 

me Hut. , , , n » i- ‘ i 

sitlou, if 1 would flatter your prejudiees and 
vices, >oil would hear me with pleasure; Aw/viii. i 
hi'tfjuse I plainly and faithfully speak the iVHfk^ 
without desiiV' of l.ivour, or fear of oflence, you, 

■ . being under the infiueupe of this false sprrit, 

V hidi of yu 1 do not bdif 've me. 11 you take upon you to do-1.6 
Ilf nu <»t ny this, and accuse me of falsehood and pre- 
.lii' Ami if J s.iy variration in any degree,' how will you prove 
..,1 i.ihcM iiK ' your charge? Which tf you convinceth me.oj 
tiiat, or any other sin? But, on the other hand, 
i/ It be evident that I speak the fruthy •why do 
r JTf tiiat is otye not believe tm? He that is of Oody or that47 
.‘1.1, iieai^cth^God^ really a eliild of God, and a partaker of his 
i uli iiot7 he spirit, hears vvjth an'aiTedtionate and obedient 
are nut of regard, the idofd'S if (iod, liis lieavcnly Father, 
and receives them with rey|0rencp',jby whomso-' 
e.vertliey are brought; the reason therefore, 
why you do not hear mine, is became, as ^ have 
often are not the children of God. 


IMPflOVEMENT. 

May we approve ourselves the sincei^ discipks of Jesus, by Vor. 3i 
^••ntnttnvg in /ns word, and beingeven unto death, as 
i\ci rtc expect a crmx'ii of life! (Kcv. ii. lf>.) Without this, 37 , 3 .S 
cvtiTiial privileges will turn to but little account. 7 ’he children 
of Abraham may be the children of Satan; andlrliey are so, if 44 
ihev imitate the temper and works of the accuf!Sfsd'^^J»»<5^/Wher. 
ihaii ol the holy patriarch. The devil was from^the be^ifinini ' 
a liai, and a murderer, and all falsehood and malice are from 
Imii. I,ei us earnestly pray that we may be freed from them, 
and from the tyranny of every other sin t<r,which we have been 
en-.laved; that Christ, the ibji, may 'make'usfree^tsl^ns Kathei’s 3 (; 
ianiily, and of his heavenly kingdom! 'fheo we shall be free m- < 
deed, and no more be reduced to bondage. 

May we prove that weave the children of God, by our road 1-47 
ness to hear and receive the words of our blessed Redeemer, the 
words of incarnate truth, and wisdom, and love; whom none of 
Ills enemie.s could ever convict of sin, nor ever accused him of -46 
it, but to tlieir own confusion! May we resemble him in the in¬ 
nocence and holiness pf'his life; that we m'ay the more easily 
and gracefully imitate that courage and zeal, with w hicbhe re- 
pilived the. haughtiest sipners, and bore lii» testhnony 
thrf errors and vices of th^t degenerate age and nation .in which 
he lived' ‘ 



76 Tht^ call him a 'Saiii^ lff Kkd sdi 


/ 


SE&Y. CV. 


‘‘ . f 

Jesus promising imnw'tality to h\o folhwexsy and speaking of 
his own existence as prior to that of Abraham, the Jews in the 
temple attempt to stone him ; but he miraculously escapes from 
their hands. John Vlll. 48 , to the end. 


JOHN VfH. 48.' 


jnun 4 iR. 



VUI "s answered ilim therefore, with Samantjn, ami ha> 

great rage ana contempt^ and said mte Atw, adoviU 
Do we noi well say, thstt ^who .speakest of 
Israelites in such language a<i‘thiis, art a Sama^ 
ritan, rather tiwg one of tlie ho*y seed, and art 
possessed by a Seihon, who hurries thee on to 
” such Outratfo and madness?* 

49 Btut to this insolent charge Jesus meekly an- fn^'' > 

swered, U is plain, from the whole series of my 
discourses and actions, that I am not a dt'moi ihcr, and yt d^i d.- 
‘ Tiiae, nor .can any oi‘you produce any tinng in honour rm*. 

alt that 1 have said or dpne winch Iikiks hke 1u- 
' naoy or impiety; but the tmth is, I honour my 
Father, by bearing a steady and consistent tes¬ 
timony ^to the tfeictrincl he sent me to reveal to* 
ttwi World; e^^'heeaase this is contrary to your '. 

.‘.corrupt anti passions, therefore y/o« 

dishonour sn'e hy such opprobrious reflections, in 
50hope of discrediting ray message. But as foV And i n 
‘Y^hat personally relate to me I am little affected “““ 

•with It; m I seek T 0 twy own glory i neverthe- aceketiiandjn.ifeih 
less, 1 knmv thp'e is one that seekeidt,pnA will se- 
•• cure tt, and who nossfudgeth of all that passes, 
and will at length evidently shew the exact no¬ 
tice he has taken of it, to thy honour and to your 
Slconfusion. For God will not otfly ffnaily glorify ^ si veoiy, verity, 
me, hut will ctrnfer the highest , hoimura 

bliall never 



iCftW by a'dfwort, who lifttfies thee ^hraiie, *fcoo»ts notonl y for this passaiji 
<m toi su(^ oQirajie and madneiM.] ^ ^nd Jubn xi. So. tsect cxI.* but 

'now4; on John •vii "iO, soot. jtcu. for Wbftt is'said offAinr'* aboluhed 

ifs shftU 'i-vaxie /li!iiLh.\ IM turn Oe/tth, (2 Tim. i. Ul;) having tlalrvyerl >hc 
jrivfto to thlb expression'* ifi .the para- rfrsj/, (HcU. ii. 14,) and raned up C/iiia'a»i 



He that 



fomvT see death. 


77 

but siiaH assur^^%Te eritittcd to eternal life, shlt. 
and shall immediateiy be advanced to so giori- 
oijs and hap[»y d state, that the dissolutioa 
this iijorta! nature shall, with .respect td h>fn, 

^ Jiardtr dvstMTve to be call^ed death, 

V2 Then said ihc Then the Jews, thinking be ba 4 asserted that j2 
t*r k'luw^ iilat’ thou disciples should be exempted from the com-* 
hast a (io\ ik Abra- ‘uon lot of mortality, sedtl again fo him in a i*c 
him is -vad, aadthe proacbful way, Nffw wc assufcdly fcMxv that 
loupiKU and thou ^ deiwn dwelHog m thde, which hor- 

mj he shall • w this madness and pride, other- 

ne . tr UstB of death. wrs('thou couldest 'iiei^r talk at this extrava¬ 
gant rate: f<>r' 4 hetfh(iin, the friend of God, and 
tbt- great foundefVif oar nation, w dead: and all 
the 'loly penpheU, wltom God raised up in suc¬ 
ceeding ages, were so far from being able to 
bestow imittortality Otrtbeir followers, that even 
they themselves are long since dead; dnd yef 
tf,QU preiurtiptuouftly any one keepmy 

ihjr hi'' never (a'-'tv d(kifh.‘ What,'0/Y5'J 

AbiMi^-m.'Thdi* I venerable patriarch our 

dead nnd ti u pro fa'her Abraham^ xaho is dead, and than ad the 

pllCU 
Ull' II 

tlijsoll ' 


.•M' di'iid illusirioiis prup/iets, who are also dead't 

aiaki.t thou pretend thyself to he, that 

thoti shouldest tbos assume such a distinguish¬ 
ing glnrv to ttiysdf? 


!) t fi silt. IQSWl'rtjd, Jesm replied^ if /only glorify wyself, by 54 
It i ii.uiDiir (*ncOmitimff on my own dignity and .cxci l- 

t'mmc i'n> "a- h’m-'i’, wliilo I neglect the honour and service of 
liur Ilia* lamoiirt'iii iiiv Kaiber, wy glory is nothing but a mere 
III. .oi ttii nuyesay, piypi. souod j [Au/l it evidently appear"* by 
^ all the senes of my converse and miracles, torn- 

pari d with each other, that it is my Father hmi- 
self flmt effectually gl^fies me, ev’en he, of 
uchomyou conSdentiy say, that he is your God, 
though in this respect you pay so bltle regard < 


:ciM fimutf, fin A inaile tJiem sit mtk kim 
in heaiaity Js'aces. (Kpb. «■ Peatti 
19 a* BollHiig, k^ufiipared to whal H ttuuild 
oth* n\ lie havf ttern to tho sinnef; "and 
ih«* frliofty of htaveii is «o sure and so 
neai, by an ea*y and ctWBinoB fl* 
euiB, tni'° fhiistiatis are spak^m of an 
alu'ad> 'hpre ‘•ee rir« foHwwiiijC note. 

>,// W‘<ai s'lyttt. IS any oat ke^ tnp 
wi;rf iif> sk'/V nettr lo'dt uf dtath } This 
1 * nut the plirabp which' oiir l»rd used, 
»er 51. though piThips itb iiffnii’i atioii 
iji i.cailv* r'piivalent. Cut ( ,ttUalc it 
'h^iiVs how iniproppi if iiiouidbc JO in- 


Unpmt th^)>rpcrdin^ words e.!wn.1c,',r i.y 
Snugiiws rif M» n.jna, fieaiall not -yet n'e.ttn 
for ci'tfVj asifUicy signiiled, lie shall not 
die eiemally ■ for on ♦^his interpretation 
of the wsjrrfs, theic could ha\o been no 
sbadow .offeree in the argomtiit ihe^ 
use, uttlcBs they had' mcanl to asserr 
that Abrnham anil the propheti acre drntt, 
tif Tcv/i turn, fnri.'fi ; than \^hich nothing 
Could be farther fioni the thoup^hts uf" 
any of the Jews, except the ‘•’addnci c*. 
who do not seem to haie been the per¬ 
sons speakiiii; here. See nt,*e *00 Jobi* 
i>. 14* Vol. 1. p. ITO 



7%-Abraha7n desired to see ond sa\h it, mid rejmed. 


sF,CT. to his testimony. And notwithstantlin^ all your ■’>5 Yet ye liaise not 
boasts, ye/nevertheless ijou haxe not truly known know”i,,m™’. ♦ i 
Aiw; but I well know him; and if J should do- should say, 1 know 
it, and thdt I kfum him not, or retract “<>»’ i shall be 
mv pretensions to that pecnliar and intimate 
Knowleu^e oyiiin which I have so often pro- keep his .saymp, 
fessed, I should be a liar like you: hut I repeat 
. It again, notwithstanding all your enmity and 
your, scorn, that I perfectly knb’^mm, find 
tinoally Aw W'Wd in its tnll&it extent ami 
5e cxatitest purity. And I will tell you farther, Afi Your fathci 
that though you despise me, as'unworthy of reioui i! •.». 
your notice, ymirfather y/araAatft himself was and u.is.c .i,j 
evon transported with a py^i desire that he 
might see my iay,'^ orHb^ tithe of my appear¬ 
ance and glory, :ind tn Keihe deg/ee, he saw [iV] 
by faith, and rejoiced in tbfe distant and imper¬ 
fect vi^,' tbauHfetty receiving every intima. 
tion of the purjitKe^of my coming which God 
, was pleased to give him. 

r,rj Then the Jexvs said unto him, Thou art not 57 Then said 
y^t fifty years old j and hast thou, who But half 
a cwitury ago was not in being, any room to 'I. .‘1 n. 


scon Abr.i1i.iiii 

‘I fVai even /roxt/,nrfedv»tA/tjoy{al tkr xx\. liabdoUcDr. Scclt’s Cluisti.m l.ife, 
sire thfit hv mialit i(e 1111 /dati; tiyn’K^tetirali Vol, V. p, 111'..—Since I ditw up lint 
Iirt <Jt, T 11 V <ri,v fjiiijv,] ItJs oocos- note, tliercierend and lennieil Oi. V Ji- 
.sary ti, translate the word nyet\ht»f«^9 burton has shewn, that iIuto it {injt 
thus, not only to avoid tbe tifltolnjy reason to bclieie, our l/.nl here ,'iiui. 
'wbrib ouMranslaUon orcasiona, but al> cuiarly refers to a special revclaii n 
so to preserie tfee forca of lb* words IV« made to Abraham, when he receiiet! 
itis And indeed the expression may that command fioin Noil iij oilci up 
with the strietr-st piopriety S'prrufy teafi Isaac, by which he was jnfornn d, Dmi 
ing .loraarrf Wirt Jbp to'meet the object of the sacritice then cn)uiiicd him v,is 
our wishes, as well as ejculOng ,ia the a symbol of the moihod, wludi God 
possefisioH irf it See Btackw. Sacreiji would realty take fur the red.'uipUou of 
Clas'-ics, ^ ol, I. p. 46—rliS* aiirful urou, by the death and return e- 

H Hn ,au: u by faith, ^md 'rrjedciid in the tioo of bis owij Sun. See Divipc I ej;.!- 
>(**«.] I cannot think with Mr.^-Fle- ll#rm V®1, H. p sS<}—6<27 and the tin- 
iiimg, (Chri'itologs, Vbl. I itiat^ dicaUotl of it, iii thi econd volume of 

tiie aiipernaiice of (brisl to AbiraljaHi, Odc-arjoftal Kemaik 
(Gen. xviii. I.) could «ith .iny prppiVijr; art not f-evneW.] Christ 

he hcic refcried to as Christ’s day. U wa? not now fve end t/urt'i; but I'ras- 
scems much nuire reasoijd|ll%,"b5 *on- n»ts'Ihinfe that worn with labours, be 
elude with Dr. Scott and Mp,<;Henry, tni^bt appeoi'older than he was I leht-’ 
that It lutiriiales some ricculikt dwcwo- font imagtiieS, that as ihfe I.ci (ft’s were 
rios which ihc Spirit of fjtsd mi^btioalte dischwgod fr(iift.tbi* temple i.ei 1 ice .it 
to Ahr,iliam for his own private coBtfo- fiftTs-lcompate NumK iv. 3, ‘2J.) IJiot 
latiou, though not express! V recorded in age was pioverhtally used , as T think 
scripture And thus, with regard to it might have'been, without any »u. h 
him^ wi 11 as mauy other sa»iiis under imtitotioii relating to ihiin. It is little 
th.irdispensatiim, theseeretof the Ixird to the credit of'Ircneus’s judgment lo 
might in an evliuordinury nunner ho hate inferred from heneu, oj admiUul 
with then’, ajid he miicbt shew them en .m uflccitnin ti.nhtion, faihri^d on 
much inure of hiS coiciiaut 'Inii they S'- Luko, that Christ was now turiifd . 1 / 
uuild have dise.iveied without -sik'ii e\- ioitv. Ste Iren, Jib. 11 cjp 59. lO. 



am. 


He miracuhusl^ escapes tvh^jjl^ei/ xmdd have stoned him. 

V priicnd H>at thou h«vt seen aiitl conversed wilfi sect. 

Almahtt)}!, uln) has been dead more tliati two t'. 
thousand years'’ 

^9 J^siwaiduiito Jems ^iiid unto them, Verily, verily, J 
atm v«=niv, \tTilv, I solemnly affirm it as a most cer- 

i.P' //i.raliaiuwas, 1 tain trii'h. how incrediulo soever U may seem, 

\\\^\ before/i bra ham borii,^ I bad a glori¬ 

ous cxisteiice with the Katlier, and Jam still iii- 
vari.iS'ly the same, and one with him.** 
j‘i r'lcn took they "1 h s appeared to tliem so direct a claim to jS* 
lip amn'. it. i,„> i], lor; and propert'es of the external Jeho- 
jii;n Sill ..u! .. _ hciiiff tgiioront of the divine nature 
..II! Ill <iic ti’ri.pu, t hn-.r, they UioUj^nt it, mtolerahle bJaspbe- 
isi'j'i.';ii iiic n-v ' anti though he was fhtn discoursing in so 
'■ai r <i a ,’lace as the,temple, they immediately 
toa^ i/p-'-oaic loose shoues, wiili whicli they were 
repairing either the pavement or the building,* 
that they might castJbeni at hfty,, to destroy 
him: hut Jems in a iniraciik>u&;i^aHULr conceal¬ 
ed fii,i‘sef from thfr sight, aiidwent out of the 
temple, going through the midst oj them un¬ 
it tiiiwii/</;/d on to aiipther place till 

their tury was a little appeased. 


>',i'in' 

niiil'.t 1.1 llirm, and 
'■II juiiul by. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

With what patience did our blessed/^fdeerwerbear, and with'*’*'''-’ 
what meehnrs of wisdom did he answer, -the most virulent 
oppiiilnious language? Wlien he was rudely chaigeil with hcing * 
a Siimaritan, and having a demon, he endured the contradictloa 
flt s/nner^ agninst biin^elf, (Uoh. xn. 3;) and being thus reviltd, 
ii( erJteii not again (1 IVi. ii. liS.) And shall we too keeiiiy 
res.'Mi tJie re/letlions wiiieli aiv thrown upon us! May but our 
I’litiseienoe wiuiess tor us, and wc need not fear all that arc 
against um I 


'! ‘oo'/re AOrahain mrt Ewsinm 

i.b'.fi .ts, that tiii!i 11 till' iTiranin^ ol 
j '■ rV..s., and ilajiht'liiis abi.udantJv jU'i- 
tilK . tiic' jiiteiprt'UlKin. Aiiuot. l'\ Xeii, 
!'• ■■ ^ ■ 

“ / iin^uablv the* .saiiiB, SV, | Com- 
p3i>. .'iob. \iii. 8. 1 have tri'i'h 
t'lny^'iitoin and ii. tn; .i‘'i('i:i,) looked 
uii tills <c\t .> at kasi a -’tiong iatitn»> 
tioii (it 'lie Heity of Chrisl, nearly pa- 

lalh ! Ui III b ! 12 , irv f/ a nul^ ri, Ik/m 

oi> thr laiw ,—f i.iniiot apprtiK'Hd that 
; ! ever iii"(l for 7 ;.«i; mn nna- 

"iiii that if 'ii'i f r.id had ti(i. ii a mere 
’I 'iiliiro, lie would lutvc lentuicd to c\-- 


prp«s biniGelfina manner so neat I v boi 
i)<’im„f on bldiiphemy, or h.i\c pi'miiftcd 
In^boiotcd discrple ^.o daiii'croiisly t* 
dis^isc his fiicanin^. 

1 'tof/knp some loose tlones, tvilh whudi 
they weie re[Hiirtn;ss dCc J Sec Li^litfool, 
Hot, Heb. pn this place, and note'’ on 
John ii. 20, Vol. f. p. 14'1. 

>* Caint' Uumsk Ihe midst of The 

omissiuo of these muds rn this passage, 
As quoted by C'lirvsoitoin and .AugusUft, 
as nell as tn some manu'.riipts, I as led 
some to si spcct they were .iddi-.J limn 
I.ukc IV. SO. See Vol. J. sect xian. 
nuter, p 138. 



50 Hefleclivns on Christs prom^e to deliver us from death. 

svEct- Christ honotirH his Father^ anti sou/^ht not his oa'« gbrp 
cv. So may we be careful of the honour of God, and che^fiilly 
V*'v^commit to him the gnardiaiiship and care of oiir reputation! 

And we shall li»d there is one that seekeih^ and judgeth in our 
- * ^ favour. • 

51 It is a great and important protnine which our I.ord hen*' 
makes, If oivj one 'keep nip word, he shall lurer see death. 
Sense seems to plead against it; but he is the resurrection and 
“>2 the life, and hatn assured us he will make it s^ootl. Let us there¬ 
fore he Strang in faith, givm^^ glory to God; (Rom. iv. LIO) 
Though not only Abraham wciiCthe Prophets, but Peh r and 
Paul, and the other apostles are dead, yet this word shall 
gloriously accomplished. Still they the to him, and shortly sh.dl 
they he for ever recovered from the power of the grave: so that 
death is to theai compatatively as nothing. VVwtli them may 
our final portion be,*atid^e may set Irght by the reiitoaches, 
clamours, and accusationsof prejudiced, ignorant, and si nfui men ' 
Adored Be^t|^jg;racioiis ^Providence that determined oii> ex¬ 
istence to happy rfety, which prophets and pani- 

^Qorchs desired tb sie, and in the distant vi-w of winch Ahruiinrr, 
rejoiced! Let it lie also our joy, for Jesus Christ is the .^.o^e 
',?,ycsterday, ta-day, mi for ever; nor could the heart I'^sc 
Jioly men fully conceive those fhintes ivhich (hcl had prepu) eu in,’ 
them that love him^ and which he has now revealed nn!o i-, by 
his spirit, (i Cor.di. 9 , 10 .) 

^ SirCT.'CVL 

The seventy disciplts return with joy: Christ foretells the great¬ 
er sixccess rf hts gtfspel, and praistcs’his heavenly Father jor 
. * the wise, though inystei ivus dispensation oj it. Luke X. 17 — J. >. 



lukkX. n. ,,krX 1-. 

^FTfCR these things, Jesus determined to a n i) iiu'so^nay 
take Ins last, and, av.it secni«,‘ his most sue- ^ retumeu 
cesfiful, circuit thcougli Galilee;* md, beforet-iyintr. 
ho set out upon ij, the seventy disqiplcs, who 
ha 1' been sent bi'fore him as his harliing’ers, 

(sect.xcvii.p 37 ;) relurmd to him again*^ with 


^ Ills lns:t circuit ttiiOugh 3t 

i.iiki; Ikiis given u>a Urge accvuiit oF se¬ 
veral owurruices in it,oiMitUld8y all the 
■itlier evaiiijrlkts} and I tbink'tlierti cun 
henn donht but ir must • oinu in here. It 
was dibpnti'bcd bct^neen ilie ftait of t.a- 
1u!ni.'iclc> .mil the dedication (mentioned' 
Johns IJ, si'i't I'x.ssiv.) or boliiCeu llie 
tnoritb^ fit '■eptiiiriber and IH-eomber -“1 
tall it bis l.ist ciii I'lt !'.ioi!,sfh f.iilili'i'. 
brcaiiM' it IS stronelv tniiinatisj, Ibitaf- 
.‘(■'1 (bu ■•oni'lii i.vi! Ilf It he le''lined lhi 


ftefnanuftifl' bfetore bn cntcifrtion. 
r.iikc Kill. 31—•.'JJ. .itirf John x. -i-O—4'.’ ) 
QUicMjf after his resurrection wrhieh 
whS the nest sprlnjj, e'e find five hundred 
btetlir'n Id (i I'or. \v. 6 ) If 

is probatijc inint of them might |ie coii- 
lortcd 111 this journej ; for »e never find 
him attimilLil hv giGatcritiultitndes, nor 
Ills eriemie miiti: alarmed, than i.bnut 
tins tiii'c 

!> he <lis<.i|ili,s lel.ir'n'il to him 

p"a't”. 11 1 rosuiTiC no* to d"t,-|-inin,e where 



They should njoice (hat their names are uritten in heaven. Si 


i V I. 


X. 


rvfntin.ile\!)s jrreatj<;?/, attendeJ vviih soui'.* niiNturo of'■!>') 

i>nynig,Loi'(U W<’ Iwvc IK'.l .iljlv rJMVCl [l|S- 

eascs, accouiiiii; lo tfie |iowir timu v/ust pl'.’;!,'- 
ed to {Ti\e us, (ver u ) Itiii, tliou;:'! iby 
commission did not diix ciK e\-})>'oss iiiucU, yut 
It appears tliat ('ven the (ieni'ni.s Uu'msi’Ki. s <//v 
subject to us^ when //ivn-command 
them to go out ot such as ilu-y haii jjossessed. 

Ai.d iic said yJrui he said to them^ f know that it is and 13 
aitoOitni, 1 beiieM must be SO*, for f inv-iclf ^v/:i .Sh/(/?i, the great 

doimms, like Itgh'nimr 

)iom heaven on !i.-> tiistjumsaie'-sion, and well 
remember how iiimii-dKiu* and dreadful his ruin 
wasp and I foresee m spirit ijiai renewed, swift, 
and irresistible victurt, of wtiicli ibis present 
success of yours is an earnest, winch ibe ])reacb- 
iiig of the gtjspel shall shortly gam over all these 
rebel powers, wlneb oven in their highest 
.strength and glory were, so incapable of opjios- 
mg the arm pfOotl And, that vnu ina\ morii 
J'‘ Dtiiold, I^ive J»iiccessrnllv pursue ibis coiupiesl, behold 1 now i-> 
ml., viiii power t.i ^/T,c yoii a miractiluiis pov>ei\ securely to tread 
!i*'.uioiisn]>Mii.-..iiid s-trpenfs and }>L'oi'pio?is. those venontons and 
4 ii iJiu powi’r of iiio hurttui creatures, (co i.pure Aiark xvi IS, ancl 
f‘n< tij\, .iimI m.ibiiis Acts xxviil. 5;) 111 token of yonr trium,>h over 

Satan the great cuewhich li<* may set iti ai- 
ray against you; and I vvill so cH-'ctiMll^ sup¬ 
port you in all the trials vou shall meet with, 
that nothing shall by npt/ means be abh- lo in- 
ju) e you, while you continue faithful in vour ad- 
^ hv’renee to my service, (Compare Psal x( < 15. 
and Gi‘n. lii. 15.) Nevertheless, li/oitL no/ so 
V ) Ni)twithsiand- tn this, that the evil spirits aie tints sub-^fJ 

'ug, in iiii> rejoice jecMr; yen, aud that you aie r nalded iuu,it u- 
«(»t, Uiat the spirits |oijs|y *to coiitruu) them; but rather rijoiee that 

viTu ijam*^.ithc'r r!*^ sanies aie Tinttenin heaven, aiul tbat xou 
loii'c, beoaiisis voui stand enrolled among the hi irs ofth.it giormir 
iidmcM .ire written in world, a.s the peculiar objects of the divine fu 
vour and love. 


r,r when they met him; but conbidoritii; 
llw;\ were by ihe law obliged to attend 
ihis ftMsi m ,k>riis.il<;in, it bei ins most 
probable that was the time .and place 
/ '•nu/ ^nlau, Sic J I Ihiiilc tins an¬ 
swer to the M'leiity loses rnneh of its 
beauty and propriety, unless wo suppo-e 
S.itjri to li.iee been ihe printt oi tbc 

‘fcnidiisthev s{io.ko yf. and 'ilJiiw Cit* 
VOL. !1. 


reference hinted at in the par,i]ilir.,s,._ i,. 
the first fall 'it tli.it lelielhues ..pint 
Compare 2 )'i t ii i, Jiid .li'de, i n i 
-Kor tbc retiiditider t tins .,(>( fion, ti;<i 
some of the followintr, the u idu ninj 
I'unsiiLtUu notes 1 1 th" prinll i pii-.igi-'s 
icfirred to, whii U h.iie beta t,yr,stdfug 
III their propir pKu'c-i' abof 

n 



82 They xeere much happier than the mcknt kings and prophets. 


SKCT. 


In rrmarkahio hour, Jrsus, in a pleasinp; Mu, 

cvw contemplation of t>ic succf’s.s, that should attend ][ft''anui°rid Vuiank 
bis gospel, thoiigh it was to he propagfated by tiicc,oFathii, Loid 
X. 2 ]. f'lich weak jn.strniTicnt'', exceedingly rejoiced in ff heaven ami cariii, 
Inypirit, ond m/V/ in ihe words he had used on [I;!*;, 
a former oeca^ion,'^ (Mat. xi. iiO, 26’, Vol. I. p. wiv ,u,ii prmhnt, 
326;) J asenk story fo thee, 0 Alifiighty/nr-aufi h.ci ihljIhI 
thei\ tfie C’reator and Lord both opheairn and 
earth, that while thou ha<!i hid fhe^efhingsjrom j,, ^ [i^ud iv 
the ’^ise plidos-opliers and prudent politicians of thy sight, 
the age, thou hast discovered them in the mean 
, time to others of an inferior character, /jflfT/ 
graciously revealed them io the weak, the igrio- 
rant, and the pooiywhoarebuf as infants in the 
eyes of the world, and in thejr owii apprehen¬ 
sion : he ii so, 0 Father > I cheerfully acquiesce 
m it, since such is thy mxcKCAiga, wise, and holy 
pleujsure, to humble human pride, and to di.s. 
play the ;;lnry Of thy name. 

22 Then liLcwisi did .lesiis repeat the declara- I'i 

lion of his own extensive authority and saul (as V.inU ' .in * .'*> 
before, Vol. I. p. 326 ,) All things in the king - 111.111 kiiiji pir» 'i * 
doni of Providence .iiid ^raCe are delivered to me 
by my Father , and no one perfectly knows who II|J 

the San t?, e.ieept the Father ; nor who //if si n, andiVii-viiifim 
Father i-t, except the Son, andjie to whom the t*’*' 

Son will be pleased to reteal [Afin .•] sq that 
from me you must learn the saVnig knowledge 
of God, and the way to secure his favour. 

2 3 And then,' turning io his disciples, he stud \to ‘'* 
them\ apart, Blesfid 'are the eyes which do, ["piV..,''"*i,,i^ slV.i 
hereafter shall, see the livings that you see: and .pnvmVi), nh■^-c<l 
(I may add) the earn which do, or hereafterc/cv vundi 
shall, hear the things that you ddily and (ami- 

.M-liarly hear. In the midst of all your poverty, ^ 34 Km TtHi von, 
fatigue, and danger, you have reason to think that many pmjiMi 
•yourselves exceeding happy ;/or I ,ay unto you, u.!ie 

and very solemnly assure you of it, That many 
of the most eminent prophets of the Old Testa¬ 
ment dispensation, and even of the most 
pious and illustrious kings whom God raised 
up to reign over his people, desired earnestly 


't And \mil in the words lie had used on allcnd thebi- liia despised i.wvaiif!>, as the 
aforinci oecision.] 'Ihty sie hi'rc re- destiMd conqiici.irs of the iitfern.il 
pea ted nit h eiiikiit puiinieiyi lu U>c 1« gioni, by n(ic)m'liiou''aMds of llio poor 
viewot Umtglorious'uC.'esswitichiiboukl sbouldbe bi'ioiihl to rcu'ive the gu'-pcl 



Reflect ioli'i mi the joy arising from a title to heaven. 8 .% 


^huh V we, to f}(ive SC(’H the f/iihiis rvliieh ynu see, and did si 
J*”! hear (ind to hate heard the things <" 

thosf’thiiigiwhn;h>e 7t7//t7/ you heiiK, and did not hear them: re¬ 
hear, aad luic not member then iiow much )'uu arc indebted to 
.vard Om. the diviiici ooodiiess, luid let it be vo»>' care to 

make a 'jiiifable imjnovcnicnt of them. (Com¬ 
pare Mj^t. xiii. 16, 17, V^ol. 1 p. 360 ) 



IMPROVEMkNT. 

Am* are not our obligations \\\ some measure proportionable Vis’'*’*' 
to theirs, while, these ghinous siffhts aic rellected to our 
from the mirror of his word, and these glad tidings are erliocd 
liaek to our ears ’ Have not ZDe also reason to adore ihti pecu¬ 
liar l.ivoiir of Cod to ns, and to adhiirc the soeereir^nty id his 21 
love, that he has been pleased to reveal his Son in iis, and has 
given to such babes, as we must own ourselves to be, that spiri¬ 
tual knowledge of him, which he has suiTcred to reniain hidden 
from tlie gieaf, the learned, and the wise; Even iO, Father, 
must we also say", Jor so if seemed g<‘od in thn sight . thou hast 
:iiercy on whom thou wilt have wury, anil often exalte^t the 
riches of thy grace, by the meanness and iinworthincbs of tiujsc 
on whom it is bestowed. 

Havt' we reason to liope, that our worthlessrtowM are wnltni'l'^ 
in heaven ? let us often think of that glorious society amongst 
whom we arc eiwolled as members, and rejuia in the tliought 
of those privileges, winch result from such a relation to n ; pt i- 
i.ilfge^, 111 comparison of which, a power tti heal diseases, and 
eftet demons with a word, w’ould liardly deserve our In a 
grateful sense of them, let us adore the giace which gave us a 
place III the Lamb's book of life, and be ever solicitous to bo- 
have m a maniior worthy of so illustrious a hope. 

We have great encouragement to expect that he, before whom IS, 1' 
Satan fellhke lightning from heaven, will enable us ftnally to 
trample on his power. I.et us not .servilely fear that condemned 
criminal, already marked with the .scars of the divine vengeance; 
but let us cheerfully hope, that the triumph over him will he 
renewed by the prcacliing of the gospel. Quickened by that 
hojie, let us more earnestly pray, that the rum of his gloomy 
kingdom may be daily more and more apparent, especially 
among ns; that our gracious Redeemer, who reckons the inte> 
lest of souls his own, may have renewed reason of./ey and 
praiAt'on that account. E.xert, O blessei] Jesus, thine own a!-^ii 
niieliiy arm for that great puifiose; and, as ihou alone can.-t 
do It, reveal thine hea~cnly Father to those who, by neglecting.;,' 
thee, shew that they knmv not hwi > 



84. A laivuer ash tUiat he must do to inherit eternallife. 


SECT. CVH 


Christ ansu’drs the scnhc ■who asked xi'hat he should da to inherit 
eln-vat UJc; and itliiAtrafev ItHi ansu'or bj/ thr juuabte of t/i, 
good Sainaritan. Luke X. 2 )—:n. 


'll CT 


[j;ki X 25. ' 

\yMILI 'lour r.ord was(lisi.oursiugin this man- 
_ nor null Ins seventy disciples, an assemhiy 
luki- of people gislluMC'd round them; and behold, 
X. *.!j among tlx; rest, a certain man who was a knv- 
ycr, oi one ol those scribes who made it their 
profession to study and teach the law of Mo¬ 
ses, and to resolve many curious rjiiestions re¬ 
lating to It, lose up with a design to fry him, ' 
and, to imlgo of the skill of Jesus in divine 
matters sa/d, O thou great Mailer and Teacher 
in Israel, xrhat must I do that I may inherit 
that eternal !ijr which thou so fipquently pro- 
posi'st as the main oljjcci of om pursuits, and 
winch Is indeed most worth}' of them? 

; Jnd Jesns, as //i^^knew with what tlcsion lie 
had pioposial the rpicstion, wisely returned it on 
himself, aiul said to him, IVhat is xcrilten in the 
hr,r, winch thy profession must engage thee to 
have made thy study ? hou' dost thou lind the 
I ase to he determined there ’ and what is it thou 
do.st so frequently iruf/there ? ** 

; ^dnd he replying, said, It is llien; wiitten as 
(he sum of all the commandments, (i)eui. vi. .5 
I.ev. \ix IS;) “ 'I'hou shall love the lord thy 
“'6'er/ ivith all thine heart, and with all thy 
“ soul, and xeiih all thy strength, and xenh all 
thine understanding; thou slialt umi<; all the 
■* faculties ol tiiy soul to render him the most 
intelligent and sdncerc, the most uTectionaU* 
and ic'-olute servicej*" and tlion ;Jialt also 


I I l.l- X 

U( ll'il'l, till 

inin l.'iu } I I srijiul 

iij> 111(1 t<'tii|ili a liiiii 
s<i> inj;, M.isti I, All i! 
Sl| ill 1 lill III llllli I . 
(.Iciiul lift ’ 


‘ill 1I( ml ii< I 
him, V\ h.il In \(. I 

III Uic.' I.iw ' liiii'. i( ,iil- 
t.sl Llioii ■ 


■l” 'mi Ilf ,m 
me, N ml, '1 l.iiti n'’ a 
Inti Vlit! I mil II.t 
llntl, vtUl. al‘ Up 
hcait, Olid tiilli :JI 
thy Soul, ami ttiln 
all thy slit .Hill 
tvilh all Uiy iimid, 
.'I'ld lie. Ill i^,lii«iui . 1 *. 
Uiv'M It 


*• With .1 design to t'! At/wd f)r. M.ii- 
(oti nuicIiulcN, It wa, vnth an intent i i 
iiisiiaro him, Inu qiiii>iioi. b(‘ii)f; n,, i|e- 
lorinmuil hj tlu* Jtwii.li ihjilurs, that for 
'I (IittcnMU antwrr hr iiiii^ljt hiivo been 
ofhi'rt'V; Uaiinw's Works, 
t ol 1 p !i,’l ) bur I s,'ll,, iffiiiii 
pii.nf of*s(i b.iil .in iiitm.iimi 

''//V:.' <l a /iii-ii, so fi( 1,1)1 iiLly re ,'1 
Ui''ii''j \'iiiinj;.i w (111 ein.it fii'ilim-iu \ 
oiisfiMs, tliat AihiU III.' stidii' (0|ilu’i-, 
'iniiii ihi/i />",e Ik I III / th'i (hhI, iIm’ «.'Ij 
itiilj r< dll in tlimi N, Hjtn^uts, which 
|njd(' Uic i'l wii ’■11 m .111(1.11'iiUv p'v" 


ptr V itrinp. .Synae p. mtiO ) .tiid th.it 
this pissagu of si'rijitiiie i< still ic.id liy 
till' whole dSsomhIv, both in clien iiuiin- 
ing and eienyig pr.oi'rs, .iiid m i.illi’il, 
liniii the first word of U, the Slieiii.ili. 
iiiA) be sOi n III rVikih/in's ( eiliiinim s 
(1 Ihu liindein .lews, p U’ .md i ! ■, mily 
it IS uh.sciv.iMe, llii'v h’aic mil tliu 
I 1 Insc, I koii S/ah hfift* thu i.. 

iKficil Sit Wdjtton's i\[is<..II \iil I 
I m 1 —-19 I 

r 'I hou sh.ih uiiilc .ill tl'i' t.K’iiItii's I I 
U'l' soul, tk( J I .111)111 III ml, Vvitll Alt i'¬ 
ll Ill'll 1 ili'iis'io, ''.t nin a i)Uii's',- 



And is fold, JfJte love God and Ins nerghbour, he shall live. 

“ loM.* tinj vet^hbour as sinrerel)? anti iinpar- sect. 
“ £/i tiicu love^t 

'A Aijil hr «ai<l JeM)» readilv approved his answer; bnt 
iiiiii, flii)u to ounviiifc him at llie same time how 

vl'.r.imi' Himi siiaii far he was tVom cominsj: up to wliat the law nv 
i.Nf, qnircd: a?/f/, in this view, he srnil to hint, Thou 

nmt amn'cn'd risfht: do thi.'S, and thou Audt 
lilt: do it perlevily, and thou wilt have a legal 
claiin to life; or cultivate this temper sincerely, 
and God will not leave thee filially to peiisli, 
blit will give thee all necossarv discoveries of 
his will III order to thine eternal salvatioti.- 
iiMt lit, iMliiii!: jjn/ 'unllin^ to justify himself us to theiJii 

and to display tl.c vir- 
«ii.i I, mv luiiiii- tiie of Ins cli^iracter, not at all doubting but he 
stifticiently understood his duty to God, stiid 
unto JesUsS, And u'ho h rmj nrit^hbour, whom 
by this latter precept 1 am obliged to love? for 
1 would lam know the whole of my duty, that 
I may practise it m all its^xU ni. 

■i.' Ml'*I'rr' "i* ylnd desits rephjinp, spake the Ibllowiiig |)a-3o 
iiiii inVii'«i‘i’i' (l.itM! ralde', which was inti'iuled lo sliew, ui’llie most 
1,1,'ll I ntsii.Ill ro lively manner, lh.it evory human creature, who 
needs oni assistance, is to iiG eoiiiulered hv ns 

.ii.iin ihiovc’s,'till.'ll , ' , •' 

i,„n „i as nur neighbour, ol wlwlever nation, or laith, 

i.t '1 .. diwi M.tiiini- or profession he may be': and he said, ./ cer^ 

"!‘''x' oijf country u'eni doun jioiu 

4 (I, 1( li lllv ill f 1 iM IfaTf f II 

,1, „i Jn'imieni io Jmeno; and, pa^Miig thiongh 

those wikf deserts ahd dangerous roads,'* he ttU 
(tnionif some of those cruel rob/iers n'ho so olien 
assault sneh as travel that w.iv : and these inl- 
tians, lutvni^ both jiliindered, stripped, and 
bound him, having also u-ouiided him in a 
cruel and dangerous maimeiv“ trcitt ofl, hvinir. 

,M Ami bj'cti.'iiiv.p' him hidj dead, jlnd it httppi ned, that while lie1 


llii^ urni’i.ii st’ii'p <,f the jiaisaqe, siitli** T.,) the tiiinl a-i- is im.! mauml i* 
Mit I itdi; Still, iliiiis In SI (.), n |Mitii‘iil4r iii.wn. Ami tins ictj vtoid is u'>t', 
tils iiifi itli,\tii ('.nil III ilu’ noids iis(id tiiii.sUlid 1 iiluit'iUili't^, hpb i. IS, n 
Imic (>(li( i>ti'i‘ I should ihiiik IS, and 1 loiiii \ 

/!•< 1 uPiK-idl ('\]iussi,,ii, dluijtiji, tli ass.n^ tliruiiftli mid tlr.i'M 

‘d')y llic e H‘e l.'ll'iviiij ftords; even anddaupemui-rouls.J I'lu'*i irtMin^MiK. 
•i t>, o'/ thq Shill, that IS, uith , is iM'lt chostn, fji sn rnanv mtibcii.s 

till M.unicst .it'fstKdij i.nd udhalllhj an <3 murdcis wcm’ (vinjniitid <m tlm 
fi,-/!,®',') that is, with tht iHiht road, whu ii In ihroush a k.iid ui .il- 


':; 4 k)io 'S lesnlulioo t.f the wdl, iindi.iih 
'V/Vvi’ i/‘ill-, dll’/'/. 1/ , (.'.''vsitif I that is, 
Mhmg .Mil to toiill lLtl|nn,ll ldl.ll> ol 
h 111 .‘s .1 I'.'idi' In th. .illi'ClIoi.s flinl 

>1'I'liilini > 'll ■'I|dl,i:.l| V( IlM, nl) 

' m , l.iiif in .1 j’V. I'l ' ;i!j‘. rVf.okMi 


dmicss, th.1t leroin U'lK Hi. ilua < ill.JI 
t'din, the Wj' rf//—, 1 'rn'Iio 1' ‘aid 

III liJV'' lll'■■ll 'tilt'll If .1 ...ilt\, fill 
lhifl.‘l |s the ijIiIJS' ol „nll';; tluitllln t. 

f // *1 III ,1111'l I .Hid iljiir. 1 - 

iiiii/luiii). I" 1 ’) In' tini' 1, i’nj>)ii,j 



S8 Hejieclions on the exercise of charity and benevolence. 

LT. dr(‘!>se'l fo om i onl, IVhat shall / do that I may inherit eternal 
hje t ^V'lui ou'^ht we not vmIIiii^K to do, and to bear, that we 

:r^ inav soe'nro ‘;o yreal a I'elicitv ^ Std' will our I,oid answer ns 

V cr * “ * 

Iroin hjsword, ihatwe xxiwsxkcept ecommandments o/Trod^whilc 
w'C are looking to him .i'« the end of the tuTV Jor righteousness ; 
(Rom. X. 4.) Ilappv arc iliev that faithl'nlly tV, that through 
t!ie grace mamtested in the go.s|K*l the^ may have a right to eat 
of the tree of hje > (Rev. .\m». 14.) 

May tins abstract and summary of the commandments be 'a'Vit- 
ini, as it wcie in coltf-n characters, on the table of each ot on) 

' <ZT hearts / May we tve (he Lord our God xri/h all the united 
* powers and faculties of nur souN, and our neighbour as 'iiwcvxtly 
and fervently as ourseli'e<! > And may we learn, from this bt'uu- 
i\\\i\ paeahie of iho good Samaritan, to cxerci.se our chanto 
our fellow-creatures in the most amiable manner ! 

'1, 32 The JeiCish priest and Leoite had, no doulit, the ingenuity to 
find out some excuse or other for passing over to the other side , 
and might, iierhaus, formally tliaiik (md lor their own ilelivc- 
raiicc, A\hilc tiuy left their Inoiher to bleed to death for wain tit 
their assistance Is it not an emblem of many livng chauu- 
ters, peihaps of some, wlyise sanid office lays them uudoi rl.i' 
Strongest obligations to disliiiguislied bma volenee and gtaicn*., - 
,; 3 ty ' Rut the good Samaritan acted the pait of a bi'oihet to ili'. 
e.'ipirnig Jezv. O wd of Israel, 0 housi of /.evi and of Jui.,n ■ 
will not the <lay come, when the humane virtues ol heathens 
shall rise up in Judgment against thee ! 

31', 3.5 f.et us lellect with ^hamo, wHiit are the differences iH'tw'cen 
one, (''initian and another, when compared with those between 
a Suh arifan and a Je:o > Yet here the henevoleiue ol a good 
he.iit overcame even these; and, on the view ot a wouiuled (ly¬ 
ing man. for'ioL that he was liy nation an enemy. VV''hose heart 
dot"' not biirn •ndthin him, wht^se eye.'< do not ovorllow with tia) ■> 
if dilight, while lie reads such a story Lot and do likc- 
'“w/sc, regarding every man as «mj’ neighbour, who tieetls our as- 
sc’iaiice. Let us exclude every malignant sentiment of bigotry 
.nid party zeal, which would contract hearts into an inscnsi- 
hiliiy for all the human race, hul a httle select nuinlier, whose 
sentiments and practices aie so much our own, that our love to 
tin IP p but reflected. With an honest openiUis.s of mirul 

If- ip^ liways emember liie relation between man and man, and 
feel .mO. cultivate that happy instinct, by winch God, who has 
formed cur hearts in many jnstances alike, has in the original 
constitution of our nature strongly and graciously bound thcip 
to each other 



Christ comes to Bethany^ and is entertained there. 80 


SECT, evil I. 


i'hvLsf visits his friends at Brthany^mul ammends the ditinaice 
‘iKith zi'hifh Munj atlemls his preaehini!, while her sister Mir- 
• tha was too anxious about the entertainment qf her guests. 
Luke X. ‘SS, to the end. 


ii'iti X 3S. 
Vf)\\' it (arac to 
p.'i'is, as they 
ftciii that he entered 
Liitii a (citain mI- 
la;;i and a certain 
ivuman. named Mar¬ 
lin, itceivcd him 
iiiii lii'F liuiti>e 


tiiil she h.id 
.1 jisti 1 I ailed Maiy, 
‘aliii li -il'ii s.'t at .le 
''ll'' l('t, and heard 
111 " nvrd 


!■!> Tli't Marlin 
'i.is I'liuih' i(d about 


LtJKR X. 38 . 

this time* our Lord quitted Ji'rus.a- mm. 
lem, and i.ot out with his di'-ciples on his < 
last journey from thence to Galilee, the h-ast til 
tabernacles (as was observed abovt*) being Itilly 
concluded. A’-w it came to pass^ as thnj were 
on their Journey, he entered, with many of ins 
attendants, into a certain neighbouring tillagr 
called Bethany; (compare John xt. I, sect, 
cxx.xix;) and a certain pious woman, whose 
name was Martha, with the most clu'erful hos- 
[Uiahty retched him into her house, (hmking 
herself greatly lioitoured by such .i visit. 

.cind she had a sister called Mary, who, be-'>* 
iiip earnestly desirous to improve this liappy 
oppoiiunity of advancing in divine kiiowledgt' 
and a rehgioijs remj>er, sal down at the jeel m 
/t'y».v,'us an lunuhle discijMe;'' and heard with 
most diligent and pleasing attention his wise 
and gracious discourse, wliieh, as Ins usual prac¬ 
tice was, he began as soon as he came in, to 
aildress to those tliat were abrmt him. 

But Martha, too solicitous about the varii ty-to 
and eletianee of the eiitertaiiimenl slie ititeiKl- 
ed foi her sacred Guest and tlie company with 
him, was exccedtugly hurried'^ ami perplexed 


‘ Alioiit lln-; lime ] I e^p^e^s myself in 
viiis uiii!i.‘Ukmiii.iu manner aito thedatu 
(jt thi& iutic, i>iit Mil 111:111 lutive Kt'iry, 
nci'diue I nppiclu'iid tlic cv.ing;cln>t ba^ 
(I'jf eiaftlv drU’imimd when it happen- 
r'd, which It was uf uo inipcrlaui'e tur ini 
ev-n'tly to know. It liiighl very poiiiii- 
“"blv be |iist at ihi'i time, at least the 
want <it .my sufficient rcRsoii for tr.ins" 
pn>ni'j It, obliges me, on the rules I have 
laid dukvit Id iiiy.self, to introduce it heie> 
sw/rfirt'H at thr h'lf lyf .le\us as an 
hoiiibli' disciple, I Ir IS well known, that 
• 'us was the pu'Oiii' in wliiili learneis 
aUeiidi il on their te.i' hers, (compare 


Luke viii. 'Sti, and Ails wii '>,) .u:'* 
likewise grew into apruM ib fu Irinibl” 
and diligent attention Sc<‘ lli'- auUu'i •, 
cited by Wollins in loc .ind'-'pci rill_, 
Vicrmga, Syuap. lib i. paitI’ap ti 
I* IJru excctdiniilyI Tin’ woid 
nrifiia’iiitlj properly siuniticb to i-i' rf/iis/' 
(as ii weie) th^ermt ui«yi at I be s,;nir 
time, and adinirahly expresses the -i 
tuatioti of a mind surrournlcd with so 
maiiyobjcits oi oaie, 'hai it liaidl} 
knows whii'li to atlernt <« nist. She had 
probihlv scrvaiiis to wlimn -hr urfil.t 
Live cumuntted tiicse alt.iiis, .nid <h' 
humility and moderation ot our blcs 'd 



WVW 
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90 Man/'s attention to his xoord is better than Md'f'tha s care. 

sncT. about much servir^si; andcomiu^ into ihi^Jvoom 

vvliorc .(esijs was, A/if*, not without some warniih said, J,o'nl,<io‘,t tiiun 
(liscontct)t, exprc‘s>»f*cl how iiuifh she was not emc that juv sn- 
olKMicled at her sister’s sitting still, and 
Ij)rd, dost thou not mind that my sister has left thmfoi'r th.it" she 
rne to provide* and sen-e np tlio entiTtainnicnt help mr 
alonCf whicli is more than 1 can well manage; 
while she sits heie as calmly as if she had no 
cejiicern in it’ 1 would not take upon mo to 
call her away fiom thy presiMice myself; but I 
beg thatthon wuuJdest interpose in the matter; 

.y}e(d to In r therefore^ that she may lend her 
hfipiiifi hand irifh w/i/tc,'' and let her then sit 
dowti to hear thee discourse whtii the cntcr- 
taiiiiTicnt IS over. 

^ind Jesus in reply said to her^ () Martha^ And .fcm;’. an- 
Martha^ thou art over anxious and disturbed 
With roistlcss agitation or spirit® about wiany th.i, timn ,ui i.m fi.i 
things w'hioh are not worth so nnicli solicitiide, anil nouhii d .ii.i‘iif 
and might well have hoen spared on such an 
42occa.sujn as this: Hut let me tell thee, niy dear 42 Hut um' n'.n', 
fiiend, tlvat there is one lfiin.i absolutely neu s- 'n'' ''i 

sai yi atul or iidinitely greater importance than goodjwn.MiiKiM ai 
any of these domestic and secular carcs; oven 
the care to have the soid mstnictcd in tlie .sav¬ 
ing knowledge of the way that leads to cicinal 
life, and to secure a title to it: ami Mary is 
wisely attending to that; therefore, instead of 
reproving her, I must rather declare that .she 
has chosen what may eimncntly 1)0 called the 
good part," 'u'hich as n shall not be finally 


n 


Ki'fli-i'ijicr uoiild h.aio t»t.on up n'ltli 
vitut had hisii loss exactly prepaml; 
'■^l)('LMl(y as slu' h.iit so valii.il>le and so 
M|;i).il in opportunity oi impiuiiiiG; tu'r 
iiiiiid 1,1 (Jivjiii' knowledge. 

her helpin'^ h(t')d Vitih niiM J 
'I his Is the es.ict import .if e-uv'svJiXa^sJa', 
uliiih Is .U,s,, with the utmost (n-pjii'u ti 
iist.<l for Ihn aooAoii c which tiie Spirit of 
r.Wgiiostu the inhimiUu!i of our frail 
iMtiire iiotn. viii, '2(>. 

* Diiii'T/M-d with restless agitnOim of 
s]iirit.J ’J'lic void IB no whcct 

1 Iso used in ‘tlio New 'I'cstainfint. It 
otlH lo < spu“s* the rt’sth'-s hUil.icoil of 
u person in a toinuLtiious i rowd wheie 
-i> inaia .)ro jircssiim hitn th.it h<' 

t inhanili si,mil Ins gioond, or i,l w.i> 
1 r 111 ;:if .if .lyii lOi'n 

f '/'/if irIS iini t'l’i ' ili..-diili’l\ 'leirs 'D.i 
I'f ' ' 1 ihsi i.m ot !h",!n- 

• I l.iil OKI t . t.iiii, liiiipStt,.'"!!! 


th.it OA.’i w.w ultcifd. atul one (.lO 
sv’arco p.iriluii tlu' (rigul iin|i<-rtiiKti.r ol 
Thi'ophi lact and I'aBil, wlio t‘\pl on it as 
it lie only meant, Line duk vj Wsl is 

CM tiih. 

(* The eonJpuit ] TliatfA-^i; sii'tjifios « 
poll, I’l, thcie rail he no letisunahle ihnibt, 
but liiat )|cro is .tin .illusiou to ttje cils- 
tckui of sendnii; llic bat poiho'i of -aii ui- 
tei’Ui nicjit to a guest to whom pern- 
liar I'oiioMf inttuitlud, seems tijy- 
gteat a refinement, ami uotctiictlv s.ut. 
dhli- to Um' occasion, though some uoii- 
BidGcabk* ciiticB tune dofended it. (See 
V/oIfius. tn loo and J Isiifer, dbecr' 
Vol I. p slSj, 1 ilpuk, rcnderiim 

7>ii‘ ayi'S'iv (J t/ic '^uod perl, 19 tiitirc 
tirublo, .IS well a.s inoie literal, thin 
(.iir tr.iiula'ioii, .it it intim.ees riolliiii': 
i Ue to III! 11.1010 Ilf ff >((‘1 In,! 

when iiiiiip.iud wit'i this. Compaio 
M It. \ . l", 'I ' .S'!' ' I 



Reftectiom m the regard due to the (nw thing mx'<(fuL 91 

Tiftt be UiCf*!!! away h/fcni (Ui'ai/ from fur, I would not now' l>inder siu r. 
riom lur, |)urMiii)« ; btitrather invite tliee to join f'ln 

with her in her attention to it, tljou}?;)» the cir-'^'^ 
cunistances of our int(*n(lo(l meal should not he 
so exactly adjusted as thy fond friendship could 
' desire. 


improvement. 

So steadily and zealously diil our blessed F.ord pursue his 
uorL, with such unwe.ivied ddigence ai»l constant alloction! No 
sooiK'r IS he entrrrd into the house of this pious friend, but he 
sets hiuisell to preach the word of salvation, and is the same in 
the parlour which he had been in the temple. X) Mary, Jiow 
lielr^htfiil was thy situation ! Who would not rather inivo 
v vit'i. the(> at the feet rj Jcsus, to hear his v-'isdom, than have 
fllK'd the throne of the greatest prince upon eaith ! Blessed wi*rc 
fhnir eyes in what tlibv saw, thine ears in what they heard, and 
thine heart in what it received and enihniceil, and treiisured n[) 
as Id' d which would endure to everlffstint* life * 


VVrfr 
38, !J9 


I low iinhapiMlv was her good .«’v7cr deprived of the entertain-10 
inciu of tlii-se golden uiomenls, while hurnhl about meats and 
drinks, and tables with thetr furpitnre, till she lost, not onl} her 
opportunity, hnt \\e\- temper tm\ as it is indeed hard to preserve 
it, without a resolute guard, amidst tlic crowd and eiainour of 
doni. &tic cares! Ha; py that mistress of a numerous family, 
who tan manage its l ooecrns with the meekness and composure 
cil rri'^dom, and adjust its affairs in such a ntiintier, as that it nia\ 
not estliule rtie pleasures of devotion, and cut her off from the 
means of religious iinprnvemenl! Happy tho 7mm who, in a 
pr-ssiiig \arirty of secular business, is not so cumbered and care¬ 
ful, as lo forget that one thing which is absolutely needful-, l)ut 
le^oliitely chooses this befttr part, and retains ir as the only sc~ -! l, 4 
cure and everlasting treasure ! Oh that this cofitprelu'nsive and 
important sentence were ever before our eyes! Oli that it were 
inscrihed deep upon our hearts! One thing is needful. And 
what IS this one thing, but the care of the bonl ? wiiat, hut an 
huinhle attention to the \oice and the gospel of Christ'f Ycl, as 
if ifiis wore of uii things the iifiost unnecessary, for what {looi 
trifling care is it not commonly forgot ? yea, to what worthless 
'^iniiy is it not daily sacrilioed ? 

Let the minnivrs of Christ, let the friends of souls in every 
station, exert themselves, that all about them may be awakened 
duly to regard this great interest; accounting it tfuir meat and 
^hrir drink to promote It. Let fItem be always solicitous, that 
oi'uher they noi others niav neglect ir lot the hurries of lot.* 



9^ Chriu bci)iS (islcd by his disciples fa leach them to prajp 

'ii'CT. l)tisv a lifV, or even for the soi vices of an over-officious frioiid- 
< vni. shn), 

SL(’T. CIX. 

Ckrnf beimi cnlwaUtlhy his disnptcs to tnh'h them to pray, r, - 
peats^ with sottu' oddiiioos, the instructwn’i and mamragr- 
7ne}ih relating to that duly which he hudjonnit'ly s.i^cn in 
his sermon on the mount. Luke XI. 1 - 13 ; 

I UKK XI. 1. IiM ,\i , 

svi.r. I.ohI then loaving lietliany, went on liis \ ‘ 

I’lx iliMiJinff his time, as umuI, between 

tiie care of teaenmg nis uutnerous followers and pLci 
the exercises of secret devotion. And as he i>f "Nji^ 

K’tfs one (lay praying in a certain retired place, 'v"''" 

when he had ended, one oj Ins disdples suid to to"lr.n .".'t.’ ioC.iKu 
him, Lord, we desire thou wouldest teach us to taimiit in i,>u . 
pray, amJ give us some short form which may 
ho jjroj)Ci‘ Im* Our Irci^ueiit us(i, tt.s .John also 
taught Ills disciples,’' and other leading men of 
the. several religious sects among us have taught 
1 heirs. 

■ ..hid hr said to them, U'lien ye pray, max wny Ami 
ust! that foiin wliirh 1 before have given as ^ 
romj)u‘hensiv(‘ model and directory tor piayer, ' 

(sec M.it, VI. n— 13 , Vol. I. p, 231 , & SCI/ ,) 
niul .say in your addresses* to God, “ O God of 
“ the spirits of all flesh,who (Iwellest in the 
“ high and holy place, with himiiilo reveienct^ 
ue how Ix'fore tiiee, and with a filial conli- 
*' donee* in tliy meioy, and mutual lovo unto 
“ eaeli olher, we would look up to tliee as to our 
“ God and Father, a/fowitli the most amazing 
giacc and condo.scension art ready to attend 
uiuo thesupplicationsof thy elnklren lioin thy 


* !- .I'lfm f.hit I'lu jil hii disapli-^ ] Many 

'•’inifil iimi lh.it till' U'vMsli 

iisisl III lii'-c their followm fiiruu 
'I (III fill III uf jii.iM'r, .is.i iKit'iili.ir IkvIiic 
.1 till II iil.itiiiii (uihiir Tins Inlm the 
I'ljjiiist li.nt piohnbK' il>niu, Ihoiii^h i^c 
tiioM not iioH uti.it It And in this 
new only, can n.j '>Mp|)i)'«‘ the diSiipks 
ignidiiijii .i-ik .li'■II'-to/t(. / .'f c,» tn/iiai, 
loi il not to be ihji in llic 

lliri'e |in'< i di'n-; \< ais ot lu- nil in- ti vC ho 
l..i<I not dill 11 Kii«)i Ihuri iiistun O'ns 
o .jli I. to till' Oi i.'o I .H'll M> " .’ri ol'y'i.’i 


I I'.'lj'foot iiiidris' iiiil tl.o requo'-t and n. 
bvid Ix'torc ii'.j and I hi'^ noiir met 
with .me tliiTijr npon it whnli h.i«- ",n''n 
nit* more'.itislart.oil Sic Mtilt ’< W ort'', 
p l, t!, and l isblfoot’s Hoi ll'b in lot 
b *>0od, is'- ' I think il but inslui* 
to the Kveirud Mr f.'od'nn to let ik** 
rradi’i kninv, th.'il thr. ;),ii ipinaw-■ n Oir 

Ud, .nd, Jiid |ih ur'i^ was wiili.i)!)', 

luni i bad lu'ii'only "iii n .t tI.'llI^latIOI^ 
lij 10<; p.uapbr.iM‘il nii-. I'-vetlli nl in.ivf-i 
bctoii' III \ 111 , 1 'I'lt si tliu Dotf'. >n 
I !i'i I, iTi 1' III, ( I’L ;lfi li I . 



repeats the form of prayer he had piven them before. (>:» 
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iUvnncin /teiiuen: \vc ndon* tiioo as possessed ''r> r, 
of infinite porfoctioiis; atid as our iu'it con- * *'• 
ceiii IS f’lji lliy glor\, u'o oilVr it us <mi first 

roqiiost, Muif ihtj name he ciciy where xi. j 
lijictl, iiiiiy tliv pel Icetioiis he dfplu^’etl 
th'i'eiirj'h dll the vvvoi'ld, ainl he l^■<>:^r<lf■d wrli 
the lijohest\eiu’iAtii)n! And, that the ho¬ 
nour of thy Majesty m.iy In* thus exalted, 
ihy km^dooi comt' whe-h thon hast j)io- 
inised to establish under the Missiiih; may 
th\ vietorions giace he umveisally triimiph- 
anl over all thine: eiu'iines, and thy people 
be willing in the day ot ^liy powci ! And, as 
an evideMice- of its efficacy on i''i* lioaii'ts of 
men, Mity thy holy ’itM be dem^ il is cou- 
staitrty -10 heaimi) so JikcK'fse upon ee/; tli, aiul 
be as cheerfully submitted to, a.s fiillv ae- 
qmeseed in, and ivudily obeyed in all tli'ii'i:s, 
as It IS possible for ^l^ in this imperfect st.u ■, 
to imitate those heavenly spirits who dchglit 
111 lining thy eoimnaiulments, and Ikmi kemiiL'. 
to ilie voice of thy word* Dining our < on-'i 
tiimnnee here on earth vve would not he 
liiitoiis to seek great things tor oln^f‘Ues, 
hut humlily beg that thou wnuIdesf i/i 

diji/ by day cur dady dread, and would 'st 
supply us, as our wauls I'diiin uikih is, 
such a comjtetem provision of' ■ * e.'' ,.o’ins 
of life as may enable us to --iivi -he; ae- 
eeplaldv, and to atieiKl wiUiont flisti non 
and uneasiness to the pcifermaii't o. our 
ditiv. tlioijgii llie guilt <1 o-e ini-j. 

fjijnies might justly separate lie! .vei n ihei' 

;unl us, and withhold good things hoin iis, 
vve earnestly entreat tiiec to extend t - ’ in r- 
c\ to us, and to foifuke us all our . /or 
even ~jr. tiie howcl.s of whose iiieu y i annot 
he compared with’ thine, are vviipiig to Jar- 
pti.x every one that is mdelUed w nv, ami 
doiiie to pardon all that havu injiiri d O'.; 
and, to prevent us for llie, tune to come lium 
falling mto sin, brin(( us not into ciieiiin- 
stances lirat will expose us to the ihuiger of 
tcniptuiwn, norsuif'r us lo l)c tempted u'iovo 
\vhilt we UP aide to l>e.u ; hat kee]» us hv 
thy grtu e fioni ad I'lUpi.ty', and ui 

fyo.H tin e )wer ot !■'e at/ one, t'laf he may 
never tiiiimph m oi.r fail, ami vve may litiai- 





Ue encourages them to import unit}/ in prwjer. 


SECT. “ Jy be wived from all the ruinous offecti of 
“ bin.' 

And when he thus had taugiit them wiiat 
they were to pray lor, in onlcr to cxciti- and 
cijcou''age them to a believing importunity in 
prayer, he saul to thvm^ fVhn is there oj you 
that has not observe 1 the, efficacy of importu¬ 
nate requests?* If, for instance, W. ^sludl have 
a Jfiend, and shall go to him at midnight, and 
knock at his door, and say to him, Friend^ 
I desir'‘ thou wnuldest lend me three loaves; 
(iFor it fi lend of mine, who was b.’nighted on his 
j‘>uniey„i^ just erne to my house, andhomg 
altogotuer unprovided, I have nothing to set 
'I hejo) e him for liis refreshment t And he from 
within, instead of grantni.; his request imme- 
diaU’Iy, shall at first be umvdlintr to do it, and 
ansurr linn, and sav, Do not disturb nu‘ at so 
laic an hou'-; for thr door is non' shut and fas¬ 
tened, and my ekiidren are with me in bed and 
asleep; so that / cannot rise tO give ihec wlial 
Sihou a«kesL. Yet if be still go on to.press him 
that Ik* would consider his nece.ssity, .'ind eom- 
]>ly with hisreijuest, J tell you. Though hewoiild 
not rise and give him the loaves that he desired, 
btcause he was /i/v neighbour andynV/irf, }/«/ on 
account oJ fiis impurtunity, os he eontioucs 
knocking, and will take no denial, he will at 
Imiglli get up, and gite him as vuiny as he wants. 
pNow then, if one who was at first unwi'lingto 
regard Ins friend w as overcome at last by his con¬ 
tinued earnestness, and yielded to lus iiriportu- 
inty, much more will God, who is infiiiitel} good 
and rich in mercy, though he may not see lit to 
answer you immediately, ho ccrtauily prevailed 
upon at length to give you what you stand in 
need of, if you continue to he earnest and im- 
]wirtuii}ite in your prayers'to him: and I say 
thcrcfoi c to you. Whatever mercy yon desire to 
obtain, ask tt of Chid with a continued fci'veiicy, 
iitnl il ,s7irt//assured IY he given you: seek it with 
and you shall find it; and if it he a 
while delayed, with an earnest iinportu- 


5 And he Mild un¬ 
to Uiciii, VVhu h of 
you htiali hdiu .i 
fri* 11(1, and shall i;n 
luitu him at iDid^ 
Bight, and say unto 
him, frii'nd, lend 
nio tliri c lu ivcj, 


fi For .1 friend ol 
iniue III In', joiii- 
iii’V I*. I'oiin to iiK , 
and I have iiuihin!; 
t'l set heton h'iii_ 

B And lit I'lom 
Hithiu hall unsuor, 
and sav,'rioiihli me 
not the di'iir is imw 
shut, niid niv > hil- 
drin .111 vitii me m 
bid; 1 cjriuo' i > 
and give thee 
8 I nay unit _' < , 
Though >10 will iji>t 
rise and give i.i.ii, 
iieeaase he i'> his 
it lend, yel bi’e.iuse 
of his importunity, 
he will iiM’ and ;,;i\e 
him as many as lu 
liei deth. 


9 And I sjv unlo 
yon, Ask.aiiilit'-h.ill 
be given you, sti k 
<iiul VC ifhdil iiiid 


e /('Ams there tif.yu that has not oh- lence- but sueh aceidciital macciiracie.i 
t-eiveil the 1 ifieaej oi ini|i(iiliinate rc- are soitKliuics to bf tuurnl lu the mosi 
ijiii'Ms'J The wpiils in ihe iriginat do •ijipioved authors. The sense H not Ihi 
uot make a euniplite eraininatu'al sen- ItSs jdain. 



God is much readier to give good things than men are. 1)5 

knock, and it viiaii f,ifv at the door of divine morry, and it shall at sroi. 
i.f ofiHii'd unto joii. jgprfth fi(‘oprndi to you. And the sum-ss of • 

thux rrooix- otluTs Hiaj eiRourajic yon lo this, as what in- 
.tt., and fn- that deed has Ijcon conlinued by ha|>|)y and fon-iJ^). 
-11'. kath,iindi-tii,awd experience; for event one that uskt.. with 

I 1 liim that knock- • , a ■/ i t j 

Iii ihall be opL-n-umvcanetl fervency, recdivfS; ami tie (hat 
id diligently seeketh., fimlelh ; and to him that 

knocks, agaiihiiid again, fboiigb foi ahttlt* wink* 
there may be sonic dela^, it shall at Icmgtli be 
opened, (Compare Mat. vii. ^, 8, .sect, xlii) 

11 If a son shall ^4nd, fiirtlier to asiSist yniir faith on these oc- 11 
.-k i.iead oi casions, reflect upon the workings of your own 
kwJi la i;ivi; hjiii ti hearts towards your onspnnu:, and oousidor, 

-lone ? or if Ac aria }y/iat father IS there aynong you, H'ho, /fa .son. 

Ill III- for a lis!i ^ j^j (f 

’• c i ,iH a bcipcnt^ t-Ti- I ■ • » 

Stone ? or \f \ne itw] him jor a fish, in shad of 
u* Or if hf shall ^ ^ 'i 0 /' If he ask 12 

'ii'dl be SO unnatural as to gne 
him a scorpion ? and, m the room of \that i> ne¬ 
cessary for the support of life, will olicr him a 
thing that would be useless or 111)111 ious to him. 

!'i if yc then, be- /f you then, liohi) are, at h'ast coinparativi-ly ];{ 

I ..j ccit kiio^ how ._^(j |,t>i-|ians some of you inrhiied hi a pc- 

I'l Mini ciiiidictj nunous and morose temper, yet kriozo hoze to 
iw\v'miuhini)r. sir.iii give good gifts (0 your children, and find yuir 
a.rii/.air'iJvKither hearts disposed to relieve their retiirning ne 

Uii-JJoly Siiiiii ^ . t j 1 l' 


i es- 


■in 


Ui^in "thjt'^alk by a variefy of daily provisions . hoiv much 
more snail lyoui'l lieavenli/ Father, who is inl'i- 
nitely pow'erful and gracious, an<l who himself 
has wroiiglil the.se dispositions in you, he ready 
to bestinv every necessary good, ami even 10 
give the best and the most excellent gift of all, 
his llolij Spirit, to them that sincerely ami e;n^- 
ncstly t/vA- him for it; to produce and eliensli m 
their hearts those graces which may .fit them for 
the services of life, and for the joyks of an baiipy 
immortality? (("mnpare Mat, vii.10, 11, 
Vol. 1. |), 2'H..) 


improvfment. 

W'liL does ihi.s petition become v;very disciple of Chiist,\'-T 1 
Lord, teach us to pray ' Thou hast taught us by tbine exa n) Ic, 
ami by tht' precepts of thy word ; teacli iis also by thine Holy 
.'^pnil ' Kxctllciii IS this form oj .sound onA diviu'* words, wfnefi 
our great Master here recoinmciui-. (md fi^rbid. ih.it any if 
Ill's follow'crs f.houl(] censure their br.'dircn, w!:o tiiailv n sl.il 
piopcr to use It, not only as a directory, but as a lonu too, 
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vrcT. 




?, 10 


Brjlt'ctioiis on the prmjcr Christ taught his disciples. 

tlioijjifli perliaps with some little variation from the original 
of soiric clauses of it bet us attentively study it, thaf, 
(oiiLise and expressive, as it is, our thoii|^lits may go along with 
Its several jrrtifmns 

Let us learn to reverence and love O’er/,*ami to consider our¬ 
selves as brdhtrn m Ins family. Let the glory of his name, and 
the prospentv of his iingdom, be much dearer to iis than any 
scjiaiatc mtere^t ol'our own. Let it be our cordial desire, that 
his icii/ may be universally obeyed, and with the most entire 
consent of soul acquiesced in, by all his creatures, both m //ea- 
;e// ami on lurth f.et our appetites and passions be so mode- 
i.ited, th.it having v.v&n the \Aa\nQi,t food and y'aimentj vl'c maif 
Ih: thiH U'itk content. and, on the other hand, how plentiful su- 
evei our circumstances maybe, let us remember, that r/ay/>// 
d(H) we depend on God for our daily bread. * Nor do we uccd 
even the most necessary supplies of Tifo more than we need dni- 
lij pardon, to w'hich, therefore, we should be putting in ou: 
constant claim, hcailily./er^'‘fw/jf all our brethren, as we ilesin* 
to by (lod. Conscious of our owm weakness, let us, 

as far a'^ we can, endeavour to avoid circumstances of tcinpta 
tion , ami when necessarily led into them, let us be lookiii;> up 
to heaven forsupjiort; labouring above all tL'iigs to pro.scr '* our 
mregnty, and to maintain a coTiscience void of offence. 

hopendmg on the certainty of these gracious promises, ami 
cneoiirageil by the experience of so many thousands, who have 
on asking rcieivtd, and on seeking found, let ns renew our im- 
portunale addresses to the throne, of divine grace: and, remem 
beiiiig tlie com passion of our heavenly Fatlpr, let us be einbo] 
dened, in the Jail assurance of faith, to ask every nijcossai y 
blessing, especially the coinmuniciitiou of that enlighieiiing .‘iiid 
siinctifymg Spirit, without which our corrupt hearts will find out 
a leady way to abuse the choicest of his providential favour-., 
to the disliononr of his holy name, and the dce[)cr woumlmg ol 
6ur own nii.scrahle souls. 


■' VI ilh sonio liUl(> v.irialioii from the 
t'rinoiu/ ..'./II, Isc 1 I>r (iiiysu has exed- 

ImiUv shiwu III hiMiiitr on M,it. vi.'j'j, 
ili.il till - [ii.uci III Its origumi »i-n&c was 
)ii.iaili.irlv suitt.ll To the dispei).-ation 
t'u n i>rfsfiit, as iiiirotliici'iir t<> the Mes- 
k.iiix(loiii, iintl Sas giten a |ust, 
.111(1 \«-iv (‘spresNivc p-tiaplirnsc ot it in 
tjial paitu iiUr \ K'w. lint there is not a 
(.Liu.I in it, wlut‘li will not bear a mure 
o'.ii'ntue sense. Biid etiut^s wh.it ought 


to be our daily temper, and the bicalli- 
iiigs of our heait before tJod No 
'lixibt, thr.iisands of ChnsUaiis h.iM dailv 
refiC'lniK'nl .and cdiheatiou in the ii'i' ol 
It; .ind it IS astunishnig, thatanv shmild 
Si .tiire to eondeinn tboir bptlinn K.. 
it. Blit I would hope there are lew .it 
anyinofi-siion now riim.iiiiiii!; wboh.i’f 
so in«oh of th(' 'niiit of oppotilioii jud 
cenioiiousi'i.'wi 



Vfirhl dining iciili a Pharisee^ offends him by not toashing. 97 


SKCT. CX. 


0>ir lot'll dining nt the: house of a J^hansee, seriously adinu- 
. Jiishis him and 'ns brethren of their guilt and danger, by 
u'huh they are exasperated rather than teformed. Luke X! 
'>7, to the end. 


i.i „i \t ir, 

\ NJ) iie spttkt'. 
LI'* Lt.iin 

■'1 iiii(jlit hifp iLiditif' 
t iili h 111 dill] he 

>Li III 111, jiid tiU 
inri to mojt 


'i Ill'll util'll Urn 
)■ I ,i I i‘i‘ "-.lu o', hi 
I *1 M III ll tl ll llO 

'i III ii'.t 11111 i-'h ll 
'I 'ill iliiiiii'i. 


'ill'! Kli Iili'l 

.nil Liiiin him. Null 

<1 > 11 ' T ll I,isn sihjIm 

1 ll 111 I 111 itll'^lllo ol 
'll. ( I'ji .i.iil till 1*1,ii 
r ‘ml 1 mil iiiii ii ) 

; ii1 11 tl >i I.i 1 i\i 1,. 


It (I 


•1. 'll lim 


1 UKF. XI. 'il. 

J^OfV, after our I orJ had delivered tlicse .sri i 
tliiiij;.*!, it happened one ilay, that 'u'/utc he c\. 
aw speaking to tlio people about ilu; jrieat 
Lf’riis of their eternal salvation,’ a riitain Pha- 
I tsee tlieii piesent inx/itcd him to dine zi'Uh him, 
and, with whatever view he nnglit do it, Jesus, 
that he might not seem morose, or iiiseiisihlo of 
a civility, accepting the offer, zeent in to Ins 
house, and sat dozuii to fable. 

/tnd zxhen the Pharisee wlio had i.u iled hiiu^i' 
sazv that he was regardless of the tiadiiii'ii ol the 
elileib, and did not fist uash bijort diniur, ac- 
C'tnling to the eonsiaiit custom oi’theit si;ci, hi 
-xonctertd \at it,\ consulenug tin- eliai.ieti-i he 
liad /or an estriiordmai'y degree of santLil j 

Hut the Lord, perceiving Ins thoughis, and ^ ’ 
allowing that in some circiimsi<nic<'s a idit'iln! 
leprool is the most valuable token of fit ndshi^i 
amf gratitude, said to him, As I see yon are m-; - 
oflendcd at niv neglecting tlie (.ertMiionv oi 
washing before dtmier, ] (atiiiot but planiiv tel! 
yon, ihal you Pharisies iwo too much like ilmsc 
jiiople tliat r/i I//MC only the oufsuL oj ttu 
rvp and the dish, ■uliile tlie inside, which is ol 
lunch greater importance, is left dirty aii'l inid, 
lor witii regard to many of yon, yi'nr ttn.K/d 
P'lrt, even ) our very heart and coiisi.ieiU'i\, li 
defiled, hemg jaUrJ rapnu, and ol all tfu; (oui- 


tl li.ipi'i Ill'll oiii’d.ij', ill it 'i/Zi' te 

.* .1 s/(,iO/, I '1 hi'.ilieniuc ii'ddiT 

V ill f im1i uuse.M til ii 1 h.ivc Ill'll' o'liit- 
(I ll Mii.ii Di'mi'- i.iiin llii. I mi I'l'th<’1 jih 
t ' n>(' Ik' -iiiiiiiijn Ilf the 'A h iiiisi', ’I'hnt 

I O'li.'i 1 insi'iiLil, 5 —'''■'■ as beiii^* 

’'iiiilj I'I'll'i'l'o Milt \ii A' ift/ 

. 11 * Mill III 'll'.’, e (/ Xnr I'oiiiil I 

II ,‘in 1 1h.ll On ' I IK'iliii'oni'-t*, 

nil I I r i'll i 11' ''.lint i ll'limit nil 

I 1 , 1 ' • ' , IlllllH , . 111*1 .In llii- itm- 

il im,i ,i(i I ll.' Ill jii ; iiiii>ii*!ii i.1 


rKtv.'inil restm'iliim (‘III Iln) c-I'm n'l,. 

'ftailL't'r, t ihoujjl't It III. hit •' ll’ I t'l 
trmisi’ose 1 iik'j’s tliii i • Mki 111 ' 

ri'pt-litmn ftir Ri-.inti'd —'I'l *• phi isi- v '■ 
tjl ln/>|Tai, utir/L I'l u';i /'‘'li'iii, uil', i 
think, tail IV ailnii thi> tmii I h.ivi' ■; .* n 
n 111 1b<‘ (iar<i})li/J f, b-.t ll jiiv iiii;"i; 
lalieiuiw , ji iiili Ik .'j-i i > loni l',i i i 
thti'.i'i.i, ,s 111 f ill‘1 l/i't 1', \ o! I I) 
'i ill, '•'•*, iiiiil all I ii.i' ■' s ml .ihii . I I 
iiiiiiiliii till ll li'-'i b I u' u. vi.lh 

ll iH f.'i i'l jt 1 l_>;i I'l' i(*' 


1 



•'8 The inxi'ard part is more to he regarded than the oultvard. 



sEcr. rsl kiii'ls ol' ixjlhiion and -eu'/cidnas ]^ut let 
me s( rinii-lv ask. ^ nu, 0 'se tJum^litlesf cvea- 
1in(}.}> and li t me* eli.ircji* von t'lai yt ask vonr- 
s«*K> ' 1 , Did not fit’ that matlc the outside, moke 
i'i'o that xidihh if ui/hni'^ J)iil not tin* "tmie 
(lO 1 t'icU created tlu* Imds, create the soul too? 
and imist lie not tniiinati'lv ktinw his own work, 
at 1 discern and althor all those secret al)i)niin.i- 
tjw s, vaIiicIij in Ioiitempt of his omniscieiico, 
\oii >,UKh' so .iitl'nll\ to conceal from 3 'onr (el- 
iow-cK'at^n■e^^ ((‘onifiaie Psal. xciv. 8, n.) 

1 I \\i ii:d lliereiore, I'rom thesincerest concern 
I O' voni tine honoin and happiness, exhort yon, 
not onh I't puigv’ \ outselves from seen t wichi'd 
nets, h/it to altound in the exercise of niiiver,s.u 
<r(■odnes^, an<l particularly to give ahof with h- 
hei.ilitv III ■pvopiii'iion to your substanceand 
ihfn, it u l)e done from a riijlu prnKiple, be¬ 
hold, Ood, the great I’loprietor all, will ac- 
I’Cjil and hlcss \ on; and though \oii should not 
he so exiKt in this outward uasiiiiig, all things' 
are pure to you, so that you may iisc then with 
loinloit, wlii'reas now you do, as it were, ol- 
hitc and piof.iiie ever\ thing} ou touch, and all 
the wal'T iri the world cannot wash a^^a^ the 
St.on. ^ (Si'e 'J'lt I. 13.) 

I fiiil alas, \ai\ seem little disposed to attend to 
tills kind and fiiitlilul advice; and theretoro my 
eh:n icier ohhijies me solemnly to warn \on of 
lliO’-e apiiioatlntig jndgnients, whicli, if spceily 
vejicntaiHC does noi pretfnt, will slioitl^ over- 


50 Ye del 

u<)t hu tW.iL ni.idc 

ih.it ttliicli Is . i(h- 

ijiiT, iTinkc ill It whiih 
IS within also ' 


H Rnt ratFiPi ijii. 
.ilnis of siK li t iinis 

ds VO haw lid iic- 

liold nil llinii;. ai*' 
(’Ifan unto vfiir 


■i‘2 Blit no iiiitw 


’ 0 ?/r l'iirii"^ii''f . rri'i u/fi.] 4*! ir?s3''i‘ 
. .1 iiiilHi’i wuiil tlijii 1 oliii.si' to 

III iIl’i It tliiic, 1 itlir.i tliaii .1-111 our ti.IMS 
li'i" , ^ ii'ilc "'on M.il. ']'2, till 1. 
|i * 7 ; I !■< Innifd rii-nrr,''•Hjsin 
Vol T e J'.'Ti f'\]itiiri'-till latter pari ot 

(!.( vei-i- os if It ’’ mI s.ml, “ ‘hert, 

• o ii ^ <■'/. ih'u' nl ilifhinii i brlan <1 rfia'i- 

’■ , 1 ? //«’ 11 / .’i.'i, ii},.l ( I'lllirni Ihnt tihich 
" o .iiid no Sill !i uci'osary 0"U- 

• !!■ (I '.,11 I., tui.i’ll Ihfin as \oii sreiii to 

‘‘ M. ' I,, (iisiil, liiiB, he i.i^fs 

^ s.iin '2', .Old olio pns..'ii:/i. in ,\iis- 
lupli.UK s, 111 n Ti'3.0 I ■mml'cs (0 c/rnnn, 
buttlii eusc is soiiinisii.d nid to.it corn.- 
ii'oiitv ri (I I'd so mill Ii uiiiielnrlvaud 
iiiijr itaii e.i.ii 1 1 'ouUl III * ; ersii 1 ( 1 ' in\ > 

■ It t i (li-i i.iii- lioin oiii ti losKilii.ri In-ie. 

I li' jrijl linn I I'lilll \li'. I'll, C J I Inis 
oliiis iiiiili rstj'vU It I tieIv.inii (1 llus 


(rxen-il p jp.; h.is, I Ih nk, .itoiud.im.y 
pioM'd fliL noids ii‘t’'! (lirj'st/ "" 
rii/l't,) will teiy lustlv .ulitj't tins .i n.r, 
anid .lie thi - uiji'd hy some ot ilie li" i 

(ir.k (l.issii s \o (,( loJi siTiiis III 

rf_ii e •■o «.'ll sith the i oniiv'i i"ii not 

e\i It Miiit ei.!! iiioMs tuin III Ciijilii Inis, 

( tniioi e\ Xeo. ji "I'o is 

plains T/eiv:*'!". by o’/^^* 't.. .j?i| i 

•nr ''ijs|i^?^, Xt.«t >■'111 'j!', Ill lli'it 
t./'i/i li •x'li/ii fi'i'l d'ih IS d 11 

had b('i n sm.l, • ‘ nv iin'ijl lo lie b nj 
“ pr\, and drink To I In iliii I v, .nid oi (ke 
‘ A libera disii'ln.itioo of ll'uii i“ 

“ Ik^.t <i,e ••.lUiin i.h- rv,ir iviii Ihf ili ‘i " 
Blit the l.i'l \iert in vhi'-h rj iniO'i n.nl 
Inun lio'iili iiifil w Is Js expie'sn i; lii,‘ 
/'M;../ I Mr'/'r/,,/, (M.I., U‘,'| whillll ,l 
stinii;; ol'|ei lioli .Sii.ll'lsl tills ,'|i d ill 'll 

:ii»i rjui'laitoi 



U'ocs are denounced ^ 7 ^r< 7 ^ 73 .^^ the Pharisees 




x iuriuri'K’es'fui yc take youl nhule scer, mmicrous and iiononr- siti 
.('Jj. iniiit and in'. i>,. H g tlit“U‘fore unfo y.ni, Phan- c\, 

I.'ills, .i!id pa-s oMf ^CC'-' for, to u.'iin Ihe aJiiuiaiion ot tiio 
I id.jiiu'rit, .and thd aiul tho pt'0|ilo, iji'U iMost scrupulously pay the 
.IS. .1* (,nd (iiv !■ minl.atnl rue, and e\,enj [other] tri-' 

iiiiij; herb that s^iows in \oiii 'gardens, and e\- 


'd'.iH 


VI' 

.iiid 


IiUt lu 


. \V',i iiiilo vnii 

i'll.II iSi I s' |.i II I'l' I 
1I iii'i'i '< -Its 


II 


iiu .itlur nil-poet tu rccoiiimond yoursclvos to tiu; dn lO', 
;u'CO|itriri'’fi by sncli kind ot’ obsorvaiitos; but^ 
at thi saiiuj time, you shaiiiL'liilly pass hij and 
ciirolossly ncnloct the, praotiijo of rii>litt‘ous 
nient to \ our follow croatuios, and of the lo-e op 
6 W \our (Voalor, as if tljoy wen.- matlors of 
but liltU* importancewhereas ind. od lluse .u'e 
the duties that yoM iiioie cspeeiali) ou^ h> to tunc 
done, t/«(/yet I own you ouirlit not to nep/eet 
the other, as even the least ol (joil’< (.'(miiiiands 
are to he revered and oln-yed. (.See ."Mat v. 

Wo unto you, Pharisees, on iiceonnt of >0111 t'. 
jinile, wlneli appi-ars on eveiy ot'casKin, and in 
e'ory alfair ot life! ./(>;’yozr love (he upin-rmost 
I-I I I'lifs ,11 t'l. .'•td/v in all assemblies, even in the veiy sijna- 
'• '■ popnes where you meet to humble yoiiiselv. s 

Ijefore (iod ; und nngliuly 'dlFeet suli/tafions in 
//'< /nro/i'Ay, and other public jiLires, b) titles 
ol distiivainshed respect, as the guides and f.o 
tilers of the people, the oracles ol irnth, .nul the 
'•laiKLrtls ot holiiioss. (Compare Mat. xMii 
1 ' (t), seer, clvii.) 

^ ii Wo It mo you also, Qycsinbe^ and Phan-\\ 
on ru count of \onr deceit, as under all 
t'lose appearinces of the sttielest saii'^titv von 
Mil, are the most egregious hypocrites of the ag '' 
ill- iiH-H tii.it /,,,. I truly sav th.it you are hLc inheahd 

our /',('ll nil . / / I ■ 1 

pravevp a'/z/t/z, being overgrown wiiii gi .is*!, mm 
U'a/n iKcr, and are not axoare of \the>n,\ till tliey 
‘stumble at ihem, and aic hurl, or at least defil¬ 
ed l)> the loiu li oftliem. 

Jnd one of ihe doctors of the lau'f vvljo hap -4 3 


I 'll 
.III I 


.1 sv 

J !;t s 
' * S ilV J»OI 1 I'r 
* il* 

lilt ii t|>nr ii 


' Mi ‘‘f Ift V 


\ * i iK n An i\«*reii 
iki* ‘jt shi* faivyf 

O \ I t 1 ; T ' 7 / ’ '^I’J, tlpjcuntes J 

''ll'.i;'. -CJIIK. I .]p|( s ll’lllt tllC-e 104 11, 

ili.'i '.iiitin. .mil Dv, jVlill )5iie Hiet;i up, 
i think 111 tVliiiliy Is ri:'ll in lot.iiiiiii'f 

♦i’(’iii, I-pei'i.illv III 1,1 ( ilii’v wj iinicli 
(Ini'ii ill' ^c^sl; 4"’ '’C'* W l.ilu 1 xaiTl. 

M’N () ai 

' 7.' r./'»'.|Z,7/ .i„",.'i I T'.'’ <!. - 

' '' II I'M tlw I Ii '1 I-' L'S ’ !• ]| Is 

f II . 1 \1 it \ II M I I I 1 jl I I' I ) 


(ind 111 vi'ry dirffiit i.iri’iimstanvcs 
Oi'l' Lord thvij Ciiinpiir. IliVBri to a/n/r 
al .i/ifl/ri.riii, r 27, .j.I. ined ini ilit ont- 
iidi', tint di fill'd vi'hiii. Inn 'mu lo 
yojiif’r 711 1/1 u; ' s;".,i 'I h imuht 
oil'll li'|/[i I. Ill he la ihi i..i\-i.li', 
('oiii'i.i.i 0(11 Avw !0 ) (ii.l lo ii;ii;l I 
II. . .sKIri SM ll ,U I .'U'l.l I IS I'l ICIt I 

r i! I > 

I ' Ii ' ri' / ,' (I '.'M '. I'l 'oj I I iij- 
i: ' .1 1 tii./ '.I " ’■ I il i ■ 1 n- 


'II' 
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J :<(? ?s‘ added (» the la:ei/tfri\ 


})ciioil l«) 111 ' pu‘'?fiit, fib'fiijni; tbiU in last 
o iiu'nuohcii iht st'rilji'.s, wlio were a 

Ixi'ly ei nn n lr» vvlii>iii lie aivl In-* hiejlirc'ii lif- 
inx/ •>tijd unln him, AJastii,\\\ 
sinjui<> I hail I'cproachi’^t not only 

liie seeL ol' ibe I'ii.iiise s, liiiL V'- too, in a iiiiiii- 
in r niibeooniinif llu- <ligniry ol our holy protes- 
sKiM, as ilui ileoosiiaries ut the saered or n les 
Ml liut .Ivsiis wa-^ so I'ai I’lOMi pallialin'i tin nial- 
ter lo iiif^'aiiaU' liini'-ell’ wnii them, that he 
pliiiniv aiid eoiir.'i',i< onsly .sitnl, Niii, if N a Hi^h 
ri'oii> i« iinhe, :>n 1 I inteiifl it torycai, aiu' there 
Joie paitu id.iiIv repeal it lor vour .idmo .I'en 
li'(> nnla ijoii ids~i, professed inU tpr. \)'■ v 
fhr (axe f for 1 hy \oiir rigorous decisions on in" 

( eremoiiial parti nl it, and ilie liiima't .dniooi 
ah.th \ on htue aiKh-tl to it, ip-u l<>od oi'ierx/^x 
•rill' ni'iijii) rfiihlr htiKiari, iniiiynu\H u dniK lav 
tiieni on, ahde i/ou i/cunad-cfi ua'' /■'/ (oud’ 
‘in hiirdriH n'lih (Hit: n( ifi/ur JnifTci hn! soi- 
I'er voin lues tneoiUraditt j oiir piect jiis, e\en 
It) some of the inosi impertanr mstaiues 
11 J aUo .sohminly' denoimct; ‘d u‘n ini’o t/ai. ail, 
for the m.ihgniiy and cruelly oi your renij-ers 
muH’i I'lis mask of piety and devotion' In at a 
gii ai i*\pence buihldnd adorn the ypuh hn- 
ol /In vroplh'/'i, as if you had a iinghiv 'cne 
tfo.i tnhl ail-elioii for tlieiri, though i/aifr J 
JS//nr,' /in Ihii aa you are regaidless <'l 
llv' 'iistilit lions ih:il th^piopliets ga\i, ah.'l;i[i 
])ear ill youv conduct to imitate }onr tai ci , 
/iiiii/ ifi'U bear a'llitesf: lo them, r.iiliei Ji.m 
tigainsl them, uiul m e^QVtapproii and vMidn at*' 
/hi irork'^ at iJoiirJulliir''d'/or as t/n'j/ unhid 


int] .said unto h'lu 
Mastfi, (Ini'- ■•.TV Ills; 
tliuM rcpro.ulie>c ii' 

uIi'O. 


rCl Allfl 111’ •'Ihl 

W i> iiiilo J (Ml .il-' I o 
!.l ' \ I - ' tol 1 1 1 f1( 
nil II uith !i'ii'iiis 
'• 1 ICM iJIls til li. Ii > I c. 
Hill \i \i r. 

^•lll'!l Hill * '.I 

il*'! 'I i > I ; 

I 


l..i , f il 1 ' 
j.l'l' ill! i I I I ii (M '1 
].I1 Is, I' || l nil! * I 
’ 1 i‘i k 'iK a I I I HI, 


1. Ill 


a. 


I II II I .1 ' il Hv 
nil' '.III i. 


I> li 


' 111 ,11 


• I It*,!, rt I’l. /'■) 1/ I'lic'htfifi Ij' tlu ht ^ 

lull') I 'll iiiaiilly iluiiiM', nllui Umti 

l!ii‘ .fijil 1 iw\I’l, III■ Ji''i iWal 1 ) ili'r.illy 
imfi i‘ !■) i.s n in iili m ii]r 11 1 .m ottn^i' 

" liii I) iliii I'liti I vi-l iiiiiiiii’ till ill ivs at 

iiM'c, jtiii !i.s sii,iii,i|v itiiiLa 
'Hill in'i I jii (il I s I'liiiie .U'Hi'h laiv- 
111 ', ' 'U'r O.iv'I iti'Hu all (liriii )'U'ic 
Mil' luij'-t oiji'iiili 1 '‘'U ', 1 ^ Ilf sr- ibi 

'I II I aijpli'ii ;'nii,''ll, iiiiiiliiilv til 

I'll!' M'li I. |il 111! llii In. Pi'ihablv 
MJiJI < ill' I'l .'■It eji.in^ I , inii ii 
tt.n II' i i"^i ill'.ii I lilt’ll I I'li't ill it 
't ' “-ill 1 1.1 i I 11. W il 1 1 iHi' il' i! * I'l 

I" I I III I I I,!' ,ii M II I , ll'.ll I I I, III 

11 111 1 1 ' 11 ,' Il I i HHjiti' Hi 

ii 1 iiiili il l l*l'd''i 'I ‘ 


■; I'll/ u t t'lin'ii III Uiri’t n I'JN 1, 

^ n i,i; I I'i I ll.ip t1,1 11 (‘ini'.' I III’'. 

li'.;lit • li.ii il.'Mi mill 'inin pm n 
I olllClliJll I I I'C HiJ’illl Ill'll ll'i \ Mini 
I 'ii’nily iiiiium t h pi’ii olhci iiii'mi 
li’ipfiiu* i>n‘<’( Jit IS tti’ll iH'I il, I'l ii 
It fiy iitci 1') Hk ii mi ot i iluc ti ii 

(It Mil ss foi the ii'infiiU'it mi i . Inii 
vilili'h tiicy ’inbilti ii’d by 'ihIi r',mir 
’llii«i KIDS tij ino’.i .'ll'fill’d, 

file J\.si;t‘ii, fi. 'iS. fv 11 ^ ) th it llii .!■ 

JjiVVi HI ic 111.1 it.H.iiti’s , t'lr li'i'.i 

.■(Mi'll I 1 * 'rjiliiii r>.ii. Ii'ikI. Ill la tie 
i ,1 

*' 'l(t.i 111 Llli .1 (/'/''IK iiU'I iiridio.ite 
(t I, '/ . J \rf' iiIM'-I.i ]' 



The blood of all the prophds should he raf aired of them. 


)<i(i v(‘ iitiiid tiiur ^slci' [ t/W {/()« itmili their icpuhh/es, one 
i>inil('lir(<. would tlial >00 i‘u-(:ii*d tiioso inosiu- 

jiiruis not so nnndi in lionoiir ot tlio ‘•l.'iu^liltjh'il 
prn|))ii‘i.s .1, ol tho [)crst‘i'uioi}. Iiv whom tlioy 
wc-ie s(i uK'kedIv destroyoil. (Compaiv Matt. 


XXIII, sft't chill ) 


11 


.*1 I'll. I. (.11, .iisj Therefore, alu> the ’Wixdom of God hath mid,' 
1(1 iiic (if .j„(| I ,,j iij., conlllll^sl^Ilecl lo dccliiio 

(,,>n. I ml' seil.l , , r ir ) 

‘.'. ill I'K.iiiicN aixl h.'S tli-u-rnmuile jinrjiust':, / mtl vci >1 ikI 
iji.,01., .nil! „,v(. (.1 {/{ih> Ollier /trrY'/n'/jf cMi'aorfliiiai\ int’sco- 
111,'ll 111., o.i.tIUI i\ particnliirlv tiioi/wdv/// v who sfijdl (.h’cl.iu- 
' !n\ i’l ,)i‘i to thorn, a., the I.im o\|joii,oiM toi 

tlicir 1 ('O'. 01V and saivation, hiil sio li I k'.ow 
t' !)(• 'i •' liaidiio.ss of ihoii iji‘arl'<, th.il t’l. a v\i)l 
1. Iiv dospiM*H'H'ot liioni; u.u . J 1 
ii ('ui.' h u li'tll kilt, and will pei ^unle llic 

i-i'-l i'O (li.it In liliiim iij) iho iiK'asiiU' <:l 

liio.'i '•til' !fM)\ Will l'i’fii(» .Mioli a tcmhls'd;- 
')■ II thomsoUos, l/iuf file Id cd ej edi 
li iiid mill I \ rs lehiih has lu. 11 oui 'll, 

,/?(ti 1 1 am the fimmiation of the a 01 Id, iiaiij si'i 1., 

t(, At )‘'i/iui’i d III till!' ^'ieiiLrution, I \i‘ii ji >1/1 
'he hluod i'i II'^liti'oils yflkd, who in those i.iiiv 
aoos un his dniinninshocl piot\ was innrvlou'd 
I 1 his iiilniinan brothoi, to (he idood of Z lOai. 
■ih' 0110 of the last of tlu; iiroi'liel'', Ti/t .lO 
,n k’t-o'ien the altar and the tnnple, h)">i. 
IV, ‘JO - 2 l^ ) Yea, in the'>ti oncost tei !ir } 
'( I'').,, and rO|)ciit it ai^aiiij ddie roni (md wii! 
i.ii’;., .jjUiO \ou 10 ri<;hfouns jodo.meiii sii.dl 


I. till ' |. 


'r Ml' 
‘hdn 


I j>. 

0 <1. 




sju ti 

lit i* ii 
MU' 


(.1 

l!i., 


‘jadiid, that it yhatt soem as li ti-o jindt 

stoK 


' tie'll hlooii lua) boon laid i:ii 1:1 
M nii'^lii he required at tho li.iiids ,j thu 


Jiii'iniut .j) II i''i 1^1..,! 1'Is ..,*1 
',1 III >1 in.>'t (i.iiif >11.(1 li,:,,,uf'il 

!. Jic, .(iwi li.tiici (ii(. I'lrii V 111. ii I i.iM. 

'1, . 'I if 111 til. [l.ll .jl.lI.lM 

' t' nl'h uLi he .1. )('.'/« ij I I ’ 'i 'h 
«... / I III (iiivsi' .'’mill '1 iiki.is, I I. 

, |i .. 1.11 ipiir is( ^ till I'l.'ni'-i* .l^ lhi‘ 

1 * 11111 , ■ I |j ' isti, ,iii ui.il Mijipn rs him 
^ liii. 1. i,j|il tills ,!■ ir,i''tt'i to Chiisl, 

.111(1 1,1 (Ill'll.!" tliat ( /.i i.i, the 'ii'i/um (1/ 
IJtiil in.fi, 1 uill ti'v ' them pnijiiuti, 

- 1 (!. ilji, 111)1 Init ( !iii'.l iniglit uilli 

(■iiat |ii..| ici, I'.' vjiiiki II i,f liv that 
|ilii'is, I) I, »it|i 'ill iliir K >|i,'! t tilt!) it 
li.illi (t nil _ ... lilt. 1 pr. t«.i 1 (.llii.a 

l|i|>ivll* I'll It f' l |, S,I"11V| (ifllll II,', 

^ i"t' nil* mil, '1,1 (111 1'' M, '111.,, 

1 ' i.iic, iinpl' .| 

I’h'' I, 1,1- 


I ml lo Ifllll, ImO !o 7. 

I. .is.ill to l'Oll> Il<( 

111 Ills rsi.n fdi ri't'.iKi" tin «il((')'i 
lament, p. *i'’s 1 tint tins 1 , i i|,i(it,iii(iii 
hom ,iii> .iiii.iuit v,ii'(i (liiist 
enip.ivii n d, nitiii.iiL .mv "■ ' )• ,i'i,(|>i 
til (lt‘i"l ire Mh.it the e.i hm ' ..i jiivim 
uibiJ.iiii li.id di'Tcruiiix'd ,1 ! <1,' in i.i 
111 r (if !»|ii'jlom;''iKiiiiili ml.iii.cI s III.; 
Ill' n.isku III uihi(li ii.'.i It li.i', .'I. li'i 

intr-ipii'i.itiuii, .1 p. < iiliai In.i'ii, ,iii.t 

pilipiK't, 

k r,e (ihxlof “(^.>,c/. ] W'hit 

th« K, Is f. I.- /. ."I'.i' 

• j)iiki''i < I IS lint pi.'pliei. 111 

,,f‘ I'.i.i 111 ,1.. .'.ml III 1 1 lii'.r 
,V ‘l‘ii M ill I . si.. 1, 11 I'l v<i*' ■ ' 

. t 


lOi 

I'l i r, 

, \. 

1 , 11 ], t 
xt •*« 


I,',. 'I il n 



The scribes and Pftarisees endeavour fo ensnare him. 


SBcr generafiofi, and heap afjgravatcd ruin on their 
cx* beads. (CompiareMat. xxii]/}4—36, sect clviii.) 

And I will add, that the disguises thrown on 
XI. 52 . scripture, and the methods used to conceal it 
from the people, have done a great deal to 
bring on tins terrible sentence: tco therefore 
un(oy'>u^ inferprett rs of the law^ on this accmint! 
for by these unrighteous practices you have 
as It weie taken away the key (f divine knorjc- 
ledge and instead of tracing out a spiritual 
Messiah in i^enpture, and illustrating the tes¬ 
timony which the sacred oracles bear to him, 
you have rather pJietted the popular prejudices 
against him; and have been so perverse and oh- 
.stinute in your opposition to the gospel, as that 
you hate not entered in to the kingdom of hea¬ 
ven t/oun-ehc'^, and even those that otherwise 
were dispow rl to do it, and u'otild have entered 
7/1, you by jour wicked managemont have hin¬ 
dered. 

But while he spake then’ severe and awful 
things with so miKli Irecdom to them., the 
'>crihe't and Phnri'ves were so exceedingly 
provoked, that they began fiereeh/ to fasten 
upon him,"' and rudely endeavoured to urge 
him to speak oj many things that were the 
A4njost exceptionahle topics: 'I'hereby lay¬ 

ing snares for him, and attempting, it possi¬ 
ble, to start some unguarded word, “ w Inch 


!» required of ttii-. 
generation. 

52 Wo unto you, 
lawyers ' for j c have 
taken away thg k<y 
ofkiiowh ( 1^0 }ocn- 
tered not m > our¬ 
selves, and them 
that tt(ie onteriiur 
in ye liiudcreii. 


'>j And j li< 1(1 
tli»s>o tlmii;> 
thuiii.tlioserjb lui 
the I’hariaet s 
to urge kmi tehc- 
iiii'titly, and to )iio- 
voki- inm to ''peik 
oi many lhiiig>. 

541 .Tying waitior 
him and srikim; lo 
catch soiui'ttiiii!; ( 


• The ffiy of kniitdiufye ] \ itrmga undcr- 
standt. this ol Olio tundaiiientul truth, 
virliioh would hate loil thorn mpi a knou- 
lodgc of the i»^t: (Obsoiv. Saoi lib. i. 
p. 12.5,) but nil tbeir ondeaVQiirs to eni* 
harrass, and bi.is the minds of men, in 
tjieir inijuincs atler tiiith might bo iii- 
tt iidod hoio, as woll as more espeoially 
theii ihi.f'uibingtbe piaphocies winoh le- 
Idled to the Messiah.—Jf a Itey w.-is Ui,- 
ht en d to them, as the badge of their 
offioe, (see \ ol j p. 4fi5, noto*, ami 
Camoro on this place,) there may be a 
beautiful .illuMon to ttmLoirouinstanoc; 
as if hu shutild have said. \vu ^akf lhal 
kftj, not to Uit, hut to seireieU. (Sop 
Archbi-hop Iillotson, Vol J. p 208 i)-t^ 
i.Uncr h'ls well shewn on this text, thal: 
tiie heathen pric.sls were oalhd x/ijisyet, 
kfU’bearirs. tlbscrv. \ol. 1. p '228,22*1 
f'leuctif to fasten uixn him J So ^ ui.; 
iri (,iir properly si^nit'rs, (see noteon 
Vark vj JO, Vol. I. p. 198 )—.Seto,.d 


moie of the woidii hero us(d .iro iik ■ i 
}ilior.s triki 11 lioiii huiiiiiij' - 

ni'aht be rmiderod to mouth oi 
fae.'r down with the moIiikc of their 
winds, as 'I'hooplivlai t oxoolh iillj i \ 
plains it, but ihi addition ol t/.k.- 
vw, (iigagod nic laihci to fi luslaie it as 
1 hive done, (liolius and (Jasauhon 
hai ('shew II ih.it it so’iictiines siguilie.. 
lo ifumnie I'l a intiaiUeriul mu/ , hut i r.i-- 
mus s note IS, on the whole, the Li'-l I 
haie oen upon this woiu. 

■* Tosiait wme unguaidedan/d.] u 
rti in this ooiiiieeth'ii has a iiiusi iKauti. 
fill propriety, and si^nilus the eagei- 
ncss with which sportsin> ii boat about i. i 
their game, to st.trlit honi its covert — 
It isiPiy probable, .is .Vlr Cradock toii- 
leetiiics, that the I’h.irisoo, who was ma 
tei oJ the house, had invited a great 
many of his brethren, and learned friend-, 
on purpose to make a more foimidablc .it- 
taek uiionChrist, and by their concuricn* 



lOS 


Reflections on the guilt and idngcr of hypocrisy. 

of his (ha* they hoped might fall Jrovi his fitimiJi in ifcr. 

tiiey might the warmth of natural resentnft'nt; that tin y ' X* 

mighf take occasion to accuse him fur ir bcloj e 
the Poman afovernor, or the Jcwtsh sanhcdmi); 
but the pru^('nce of Tbrist fru-itratcd their ma¬ 
lice, in the midst of ah the of ins 

faithful rebukes. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Faithful arc the wounds of a JrienU; and such were the iv-V«iscr :9 
proois Tf Christ on this occasion. How well had al! the enter- * 
ta'iuncnts of the Pharisee’a table been repaid, had he and Ins 
bret'iren heard them with Candour, humility, and obedience' 

1 best’ men despised them to their rmn; let us often review 
them lor our instriKition, tliat none of those dreadJ'ul woes ii.ay i 
come upon ns. 

This discourse of our Lord is a most just and severe rehnke to 39, 42 
every /lypoc/vV/t’itf professor, who is scrupulous and exact in rnat- 
tei.s of ccremomi, ivhilo he neglects morality i and is stiuhou'. to 
hlnne in the sight of nuMi, while he forgets the aH-jjeiieiriinng 
eve of (»od. It exposes the Os ten rat ion of those who ptide 4 .; 
themselves in empty titles of honour, and eagerly ancci prea 
done and supowriiy And it evidently chastises those vv 10 
press on others the duties they neglect themselves, and so are lo 
most right eousIy,/M(/j^cd out of their mow mouth. 

How melanchniy is it to observe, in instances liki; these, the 41- 
hypocrisy and deceitfulncss of the human heart, and its desperate* 
and unfathomable wickedness* and to see liow men impose n|i- 
011 themselves with emptv appearances, like these Phart.'ces, •i't, 49 
who hiulf the sepulchres n/V/it'former prophets, wh Ic were 
per.u III ting those ol tlicir own day ; and, in contempt of all th.it 
wa.s said by tht; messengers of God, wore filing up the meayin e bO, .'ll 
of (heir iniquities, till the cloud which had been so long gather¬ 
ing burst on their heads, and poured forth a storm of aggiavatcd 
wratli and ruin! 

May that God who has an immediate access to the hearts of 
men, deliver all Christian cuiiritnes, and especially all Protestant 
churches, from such teachers as are here described; who take 5 '^ 
away ami secrete the key of knowledge instead of using it, and 
obstruct, rattier than promote mens entrance into the kingdom 
of heaven! How loud vyill the bPod oi the souls they Imv.' he- 
trayed cry against them 111 the awful day of accounts! and how 
little will the wagi s of unrighteousness, and the rewards of woild- 

(I'stimotty to charpj uium him nny tbinii (iroppr, ami the <oiira!;e .mil /<’.il i( cv- 
nhich mi|;ht iirdci'iimi uliitoxious' .i) <1 pre^iircl more remaikabli Cij- 

th' presf ncL* of s.. many Ilf iln.m made the dock's Harmony, juit li. p. 

'Itscoutsc delivered at this time more 



104 ' Christ charges hh disciples to betvare of hypocrisy ,• 

Jy pplicy, be able to warn them against destrucUonf or to sup¬ 
port them qnikr it! 

SECT. CXI 

f 

Chriit cautions his disciples against hypocrisy^ and anmaics 
them a^aiiisi the Jear of men by the prornise of extraordinary 
assistance Jrom his Spirit in their greatest trials. Luke XII 
1 — 12 . 


MI. 1 


LUKE XII. 1. ilkfXII J 

SECT. jtjV the mean iimCy while Christ was thus dis- ' 

ciiui^ing at the Pharisee’s house, 7 nany thou- jjatherH aii 
sands oj people 'were gathered together,^ and iiinunurabic nmiti- 
pressed with so much eagerness to hear him, that 
they even trampled on'eitch other: and {Jesui] 
going forth among them, began to say to his began lo i>.n 
disciples in the presence of them all, vSee that ‘'•a'-ipi*"' •“'■t '-i all. 
you more espeeially beware, and above all things mnsn'i's 

lahe heed to ijourselves <y'being corinpted by which i>, hypomM! 
the leaven of the Pharisees, xvhieh is hypocrisy. 
a Mce which secretly puffs up their minds, and 
strangely spreads itscdi through their hearts and 
lives, so as to taint and Spoil the very best of 
2 thcir duties. But seriously reflect upon the - tbere i«. uo- 
folly of It; >r you may assure yourselves as I 
have told you formerly, (Mat. x. 26 ; Mark iv. neiiiurhj.i, ti-.itvhaii 
22 ; and Luke viii. IT;) that there is nothing tsui \)i: inv}v,i\ 
now so secretly concealed which shall not Redis¬ 
covered, and be openly unveiled anotlicr day ; 
nor any thing so artfully disguised or hid, which 
shall not then at least be made known, li God 
does not more immediately expo.se those shal¬ 
low artifices which he now discerns and abhors. 

?)So that whatever you, have •spoken with the ut- i’> Thcr-r.-ri' iih.i*. 
most caution, in the thickest darkness, shall 
tiien tie pubiishctl anti heard in tiu clearest et- m the light 
fulgeuee of: and what you have whispered that whi«h \r' 
III tl;e most retired chautbers and closets, shall 
thou be proclaimed aloud as from the house-tops be prw'iaimid’ iVin 
in the audience of ail. I'le iioinfj-toi.s 


» Many thmsmth of peofih’ tsere galkir-ed 
logetl'tT I It would Ijc indir e\:ictly re^- 
doii'd mni’y tvijtmih, hot Icsi ever}’ Eng- 
li-h reader should not know that a myriad 
Is. tc’i thoiiMiid, I reuihr it «wy thm- 
rrifl .; nor is il ni eessary to take the word 
in Its Etiict'>t'■rnse IVihapi thi. vast 


^isseinblage of people mi?ht he owm^ to 
an apprehension, cithi-i that Christ might 
ineetw^th some ill iisa-o anioug ’■a niauv 
of his oncinies, or that he would sat, oi 
do something ix-culiarly reinarkaWo on 
till* oceasion—('onijwre f.uke v. 17, 1“, 
^ xli’. 



and encourages them against the fear (f men. 




4 And I say unto 
you, my friends, Be 
nut afraid of them 
tltat kill the body, 
. 111(1 after that ha\c 
iiu* more that they 

.an dll. 


.1 But I will fore* 
u.irn you whom ye 
hitll tear; fear him, 
wliii'li. after he hath 
kilkd, hath power to 
east into hell; vea, 
I s,iy unto you, fear 
him. 


sCfT, 

CXI. 


ti Are not fne 
' ]).(nows!,o1d fur two 
t'i(thi'i!r!>,.ind not line 
id them IS £orj;otteu 
*‘i>foie God ’ 


T But e\oit tlu> \e 
1 V li iirs >'f vourhead 
ire all iiumhcrod, 
1 (‘,ar not, tlicroforc . 
VC .arc of more value 
tti.ui many sp.irrow.s 


3 Aim I i.iy unto 


yind therefore let it be your care, not mere¬ 
ly to save appearances, but to maintain a good 
conscieiicf', tliough at the greatest cxpence: 
for / say unio youy iny dear/r^nrf.?, with 
possible seriousness, and most tender concern 
for your everlasting welfare, Fear not those icho 
at the worst can only kill the body, and after 
that have nothing more which they can do, the 
immortal soul being entii'ely out or their reach 
as soon as it has quitted the body. But I wi/lti 
point out to you the. great Object whom you 
shallfear, while 1 exhort j on most reverentially 
to fear the great Almighty God, even him, who, 
ajter he has killed the body, has power to cast 
both that and the soul into hell; yea, knowing 
that I cannot too often inculcate it, / say unto 
you again. Fear him, and rather choose to vi n- 
turc on the greatest dangers, and to sacniice 
your lives, than to do any thing which may of¬ 
fend his Divine Majesty. (Compare Mat. x. _*S, 
\'ol. I. p. 416 .) 

In the mean time, remember, that your cne- 6 
mies cannot hurt even your bodies without his 
knowledge and permission; for his Providence 
extends itself even to the meanest works of his 
hands: for instance, Are not five sparrows sold 
for so inconsiderable a sum as ttcofarthings 
and yet not one of them, minute and worthless 
as tliey are, is forgotten before God; hut he at¬ 
tends to all the circumstances of their liv(‘s and 
deaths. Surely then you will not be overlookedT 
by him ; but may justly conclude, that he has 
such a special and particular cunrerii for you. 
as that even the very hah's of your head are all 
numbered, so that not one of thi m can perisfi 
without his notice. Fear not therefore , for a*, 
men, and nnich more as my servants and friends, 
yoti are more valuable than many sparrow^, and 
will be more remarkably bis care tiian they. 
But howsoever he unlay now permit yon to beS 
persecuted by your enemies lor your fidelity to 
me—though he should even suffer you to sacri- 
lice your lives in so honourable a cause, you 
will be far from being losers by it iii the end . 


Ihr tiM farlhtngi, acnrnfiiun bout lAwc/arf/iiiiaf of our iiioi'icy Two 

rhis was a Roman com that was then sparrows might be lioiiglii fur our, and 
tiirrent in Judea, < ailedor anciently five for two T iJic’se. Compare Mat, i 
which w.as the tenth part of the 29, .sect. Ixxvi 
denarius, or Roman pciinv, in value 4- 



^^06 tvillatlastovin those xvho now oxen him before7nen. 

*. '• j 'fly hio flow, 7'bat ij any one shall tn*(.*ly vou.WTioNocvorshall 
Oci. liLs faith mi me tnfore vien,^ ihe Son 

y man imu-tiAf shall al>o acknoirledgc His coni- S{in of roan aisocon- 
XH*fl !'/‘iccticy in such a uei.sou, and his relation to the an- 

hi//>, even bfo/r the angels of Gody when they 
fifonie to jttoMfl on his rtria! triumph. But as 9 But he that dr- 
Ji.r hfvi >'< i’ Jj.isely and perfidiously rtnotoim 
»/' ///,•?, :Mid IS ashamed or atraid ot f„r,. ihe .mstis ot 

inaiit'-> ^ cause, him will 1 also re^ ciod 

nount f he/ re the holy angels of Gody^ when 
the} apfh a'- in a radiant circle around me, anti 
wan, with solemn and observant silence, the 
impoii iiu event of laat awful day. (Compare 
TM.it X JD - rjo, Vol. 1, )», 4t».) ' 

I'v) Noilnnu can therefore be more danfferous and 
iatal than to oppose my cause, und that especi- ti.* 

ally wlion the* hlpirit is sent down on my follow- of man, ji siuii fn 
ers dl'u*r n.v resurrection and ascension: for lurgnon him. i.m 
whosoirer A hall speaL a rcflectint^ word against pi"em,!!h"iij!!msMhi 
ihe Son of man in this present state of his hu- iioiy ohe^t, n sh.ii! 
nnliatioii and snlferinf>, he may possildy lierr- not be fuK;nLn 
alter repent, and on that repentance it may be 
forpnen him.'' but as tor him that, blusphc- 
meth the Holy Spirit, who shall then display his 
most {'lonniis agency as my great Advocate and 
Witness; as lor the wretch that maliciously rm- 
piiU's to tlialnilical operation the most convin- 
cing evidences of divine potver ami goodness 
that slucl he given by the Spirit after his clTu- 
sion, his crime is of such a nature, that it shall 
not beJoigiven him} for he haa thus opposed 
the last method of God’s recovering grace, and 
shall, as utterly iiicorrigilile, be abandoned to 
final destruction. (See Mat. xii. 31, and notci*, 

Vol. I. p. 3'!0.) 


*■ If any one skali tKimmleilgc tue, &c ] 
1 he iiluinis uf ianguascs diUcr so muili, 
thai w halls 'm I'li'gant and proper in 
one mav, if \crhally Iran^^lated, lie Cod 
trail lu giainmar in anoihor. Tbitvone 
aiwl ihi' iullo' nig aiu iiisiauces of it It 
Sterns til me a kind of superstition, to 
srr.iple sinh little ehangos as I have heie 
made 

** Him tii'l I also lewiunee 3ic.) No» 
thing can be more majestic, than this 
view, whieh tlirlsl gives of himself 'I'o 
be tentyu/iiel bi/ him is spoken of as a 
etreuinst.'inrc, wliieh would exfioiie a man 
to Me e(ini.>nipt of Ihe whole iiiigclio 
voild, and l«.aM. him no luniaining shel¬ 


ter nr hope. Compare Mat. m. 'J',, 
sour \iiii. iiotcl. Vol !■ p ‘J50. and 
John 22, S) sey. seet. \Uii iiote>>, 
p. S7', 

• It may befor/iuen him ] The com¬ 
mon rendering of is mure li¬ 

teral; blit the connection shews it must 
he taken ns here; for it would be iiiad- 
Dcss TO imagine that. In snob a case as 
this, furutvenf'f must come of eoiiise, 
wheiAici the blaspheinei did or did not 
n'pent Whatgrammaiians call an ciial- 
lage of moods and terres is very ticqiicnt; 
and 1 snail not alwavs think it •eecDsary 
t) trouble ;he it\ rh i uiih .in apology, 
V hen the reason of llic change is so ev id eiit 



The Spirit should help them to speak for fhemelm. ' ; 

11 And when they ffut let me add, that however others may be skct. 

affected bv tliibtestimonj of the Spirit, one hap- ^ 
io inaifistrates., and p}' eflcct ot Its Operation sliali be to funiisn you, 
po^en, lake y« no my apostles, for ail honourable discharge of your Yif**?! 
SS^ar.'::; diScult and Ih-remre/"- 

>r wUt ye kiiai] say. >0 the opposition you shall meet with from your 
enemies and persecutors, tehen they shall bring 
you before the judicial courts which assemble m . 
the synagogues, and even before greater magis^ 
trates, and the supreme poirers, vvlierlier Jewish , 
or heathen; though they may have, not only 
your liberty, but your Itfc in their hands, yet 
be not anxious km to behave, or what updogy 
you shall w/aA’cfor yourselves,' or what you shall 
\i For the Ttoly say in defence of the gospel you nreacii: lor Iii 
f.ii.istdidilte.ifhyou jj^iy hiuiself sJiall teacli you in that 

iw tlir‘ M.ime hour, l ' ^ i ..l * . i 

^.iidtj. oushttosify: "i^ery hour, qr^m the season of the greatest di- 
ficulty and extremity, what you ought to say, 
and what answeryou should make to their most 
captious inquiries, or most invidious charges' 
(compare Mat, x, IP, ^0, sect. Ixxv.) Proper 
thouglits and expressions shall freely flow m 
upon you as fast as you can utter them; so that 
with undaunted courage you shall be, aiile to 
vindicate the honoiir of my gospel, and to con¬ 
found the most artful or most potent of your 
oiicniies 


IMPROVEMENT. 

l.F r II'. Iroin thisdi&conrse which we have been reading, learn ver. 
*hr Jo/hj oj hypocrisy, as well as the wickedness of it. A lying 
'onguc is but}or wmoment \ (Prov. xii. 19;) and the great dp- 
liroaclimgyMi/^me/i/'i/ffy will shew ail in theirtrue colours May 
ue !n e as tliusc who arc then to bo made manifest! May the lea- 2 ,3 
'.t'/i of deceit, by divine grace, be entirely purged out of our 
fic.irts, and all our coiulurt be so fair and equal, that it may afi- 
pear more lioiiourahle and lovely, in proportion to the accuracy 
ivnh which It is exarinned; as the wnitest gairnenls are recom¬ 
mended, Ijy being seen iii the strongest liglit! 

If we would preserve sui’h an integrity of soul, Ictus endeavour 


^ He not antvMi htm to beliavo, or what 
ihall make tar yMtuXws 1 It 
li not wilhiiiit rca.iOn that ChUhl '*> olteji 
touches on tins topic The aposUcs, be- 
iiif poor and illiterate men, aould na- 
iiirally h^so bun thrown luin confusion 
Mbeii they apptsired as crmtinals in the 
piL'sciiei of pcisons in the higliost stations 


of life; and thcirsolicitiidf would be in 
suuic measure piupurtiuiublc to their 
pietv, , if they dpjirclienocd the '^u pi I, 
which was dearer to them lb,i') Uicu own 
lives, mijjbt siiflei by the hiirrv and dis- 
oider of their thou Jits, whiiitliey "me 
thus called pulilielv to oufuiid it. Com¬ 
pare Rote‘oii Mat. v. 1 % Vol. 1 p. 411 



108 ^ Re^ediom on the fear of God, and courage in his cause, 

sccT. to get above the scrvilc^/'rar o/" man: of man, that shall d\e, and 
icxt, of the son of man, that shall be made as grass-, as if the oppressor 
'^“■fy^hacl IIS ill his power, ami xvere rtadi/ to destroy, and where is the 
_ of the oppussor? (Isa. li. 1*2, 13.) With what infinite case 

' 5 can Gixi restiaiii itj ami, when it is let loose in all its violence, 

how little can it do to hurt his t'aithiul servants! Let this moan 
passion be over-awed by the fear of that God, who has (hir 
, eternal all in his liands; whose vengeance, or favour, will rcacli 
far beyond the grave, and determine our final misery or felicity, 

, as we an; tlie objects of the one or the oflier. 
i», 7 While we are in the world, let us labour after a firm faith in 
the H/iinrsality of Divine Providence; from which the least ol* 
ills creatures are not exempted, nor are they forgotten b\ it 
I.et ns endeavour to enjoy the pleasure and tonitort of such a 
thought; a'tsuring ourselves, that He who fegaids the life of 
hird't, and of insects, will not neglect the care and preseivatioii 
nl his children. 

S, y In a .steaily persuasion of this, let as determine fcourageously 
to confess and maintain his gospel in the extieniest danger; 
knowing that thus only we shall secure the honour of being 
owned by Christ, amidst all the glories of liii> final appearance 
Gj 1- And, 111 a word, to animate us to this holy courage, and lo 
' assist us in every other duty, let us earnestly pray for the //> ly 
Spirit -, hy whose influence the apostles were instructed and sup¬ 
ported in the discharge of their difficult and t arious offices; 
whose grace therelorc must be abundantly sufficient tor us, to 
cause us foabounl in every good xoord and work. (2 Cor. i.x. 8.) 

SKCT. CXII. 


Christ, being desired to interpose in a dispute between iuo brefli - 
veil about property, declines the decision of the ease, and takes 
occa ion to adtance a caution against covetousne'-s, xehich he 
enforce.s hy the parable of the rich jool. Luke XII. ri~21. 


Luke XJI 13, 

while he was discoursing thus to his 
ihsciplcs, one f the crowd that was then 
Liik.' 'diciit Jesiis, 'Old to krm, Metier, 1 iosire tiuni 
ill. 13 vianVUt speak .0 my hrothtr, that he woulda^rcc 
lo divide the inlicri'ance with me, which since 
the death of our I'ailnn' he injuriously detains to 
hiinscdt, for tlioii art well known to be a IVrson 
of such an extiaordihary charactci, that { would 
Iinjie his reierencc to thine authority may in¬ 
duce him to do inc justice. 

But Jesus, as he did not come to meddle in 


i.rKF xri n 

A N U I'Hi' wf ilu 

I'ompaiiv ■'d '1 iiii- 
lo Ill'll, ij' ak 

to ui\ brotlu'i I i.il 
he divide thcuihcrii 
aiKc ivith me 


U And he °aid 



Christ delivers the parable of the rich fool* 


lOSi 


vntolMin, Man, who 
inatk* me a ludg*-' <>i 
4 fliMijer over you’ 




i I Ai.fl hesmlim- 
.11 tlj» n», 'fake heed, 
and beware otco\et- 
oinne'-s; for a man's 
!ifi' iMubi&tcth not 111 
thi abiindaiire of 
ili(' which he 

jiosst'siseth 


lii And he spake 
I paiable uiilotliein, 
s.ivimr the (ground 
uf a (taUin rich man 
br>ii i'lii forth pkii- 
tlfelll 

17 tiid ht‘lhimt;lit 
■nth II liinisi II, s^\ - 
> 11 "', t\ hill .slhill I <li>, 
iKi'dii'a f I nn' no 
loiini wheie to he- 
•toM iiiv Iruiti ’ 

IS And he said, 
rills w ill 1 do ' 1 will 
jiiill down ru\ liaiiis, 
llld hlllld ^ILitlCI, 


such matters, prudently replied.,^ Marty what swt. ' 
dost thou mean by such a rasJi appeal to me? 

Who constiluted me a judge in temporal 
ceriis, or set nie up divider over youf My^jL u 
kingdom is of a spiritual nature; and as to the 
civil rights and properties of men I intermed> 
die not with them, hut leave them just as I 
found' them. (Compare Kxod ii. 14.) 

/lud upon this occasion, though he would not 1 3 
interpose in the affair, yet, to prevent their be¬ 
ing fond of the enjoyments of the world, and to 
preserve them from a covetous dispasition, Je¬ 
sus said to his disciples, and to them that were 
present, See to ity tfial w ith the utmost care and 
vcsolntion yoM he Upon your guard against all 
kinds,and degrees bf cevetousnessfor though 
it be a common, it is a very unreasonable vice; 
since it is.evidemt, that the comfort and happi¬ 
ness of a man's life does not consist in iheabiui- 
danee of his possessions, nor can the continu¬ 
ance of his life, even for the shortest period of 
time, be secured by that abundance. 

And, to enforce and illustrate this remark, he. It. 
spake a very instrj|ictive parable to them, and 
said, Therewas a certain rick man yW hose ground 
bore fruit so plentifully y that he had not room 
to receive and lay up in store the vast produce 
of his harvest. And he found all liis plenty an 
encumbrance to him, so tlu.t he reasoned unfit 
himself, not without some considerable anxiety 
{)i mind, sayingy What shall I do? jo) I have 
not room at present to store up my crop, should 
I stow It ever so cloic. And, after some pause, ] 
he came to a resolution, and satd, J unit do this, 
as what appears to me the wisest scheme; 1 
Will pull down vty old barns, and build new, 
winch shall be larger, and much more conimo- 


lit ijiiiili-ntlj tcplird!'] This apptl- 
iiiit pioliably thought, that as the Mes- 
.i.ili lu' would acl ill the phgracter ot a 
|iiiri r, v/lif> Would ik'cidt* coiilroveisics 
i^l'Ciiiu}; Io property.—My rtinkriiig O''’ 
filii.is'- ,’ll'sa d unto htm, by the cijiuva- 
b'tii tt'url rcpf/ed, m\i nut, Uiope, be 
il'oi 'lit t.iiieid anv apology. 

'* t'> li. Util! nitli tlio iilinrM CBre, 

i/i> III itiKin i/i’ti ^itaid o"! ;na all kimlb 
Jiul I'.'iii'-, of riiCi'fntuui iS j Oj-i?' xi' 
* ii-y- 1 .t li^i'ly [ihra'.'C. fbc full 


foree of which I ha\e < i]d<.a>out cd to ex¬ 
press 11) the parapbr.ise, nut being able 
OKBCtly todoitin the vention (roni]iaii. 
note 1 on Mat. XVI. 0 , Vol I p 47P.) 
—Some old versions and sory good Co¬ 
les read it,/torn alltnittnuinen ; to v bu'h 
have sheivii -.o nnuli reg.nd, a« to iii- 
iert the word all in the pjr.ipliia^c , a 
it ifi ciTlaiii, at 1 '.ist, that uur [oni in¬ 
tend! d 11.c laiiti M in tins rxtinl, win - 
tl'cr III did 01 did n.it VO n,ni'> I'kiiis I’' 
purs !*. 



, 7 .* 


and there nill I be¬ 
stow all my fruits 
and my foadu, 

19 And 1 will say 
to my soul, Soul, 
tbou hast much j'oods 
laid up fur many 
years, take I thine 
ease, cat, drink, am/ 
be raerrv. 


1 WyThefoll^of laying tip treasure, andnot being rich tffi&ards God. 

tecT. di«)us than they; and there I will gather in all 
cxn. my rich increase this year, and all my goods 
**'*''y^ that I already have in store: And then I wilt 
husincss, and sit down and enjoy 
the fruits of my former labours, and will say to 
' my smd with complacency and confidence, O 
my soul, thou haif now an abundance of goods 
laid up., on which thou mayest comfortably sub¬ 
sist joe many ioxwreyears; repose Mysc//there¬ 
fore after all thy fatigues; tfo/and drink f[ee\y, 
wif'nut any fear of exhausting thy stores; and 
be as merry as corn and wine, and oil, shared 
with thy most jovial companions, can make thee. 

20 But (iod lieheld him with just displeasure, and 
by the awful dispensation of his Providence in 
effect, said to him, amidst all this gaiety of heart, 
in the variety of his schemes ana hopes, Thou 
fool, who dost thus stupidly forget both the 
dif;nity and the mortality of thy nature, and 
thy continual dependence upon me thy supreme 
Lord ! know to thy terror, that while thou art 
talking of a long succession of pleasurable years, 
this very night thy soul yhall be demanded of 
theej and li«* huiried away to its place; and 
then, where will all its boasted entertainments 
be, or who shall possess what thou hast thus la¬ 
boriously prox’uled, but shalt thyself never en¬ 
joy? And accordingly the unfiappy creature 
died that night, and all his wealth could do no 
more for him than furnish out the expenccs of 
■_*1 his f’uncial. And so, or such a fool in the Di¬ 
vine account, [/>J he that heaps up treasures to 
himself here on earth, and is not rich with rcs- 
pict to (iod^ in acts of charity and piety, which 
would secure a fund of celestial treasures, lod¬ 
ged 111 Ills almighty band, and therefore inviola 
hly safe from such calamitous accidents as these. 


so But God 'Jill 
unto him, Thou fou), 
tbR int^t thy 'uul 
shall be required <>t 
thee: then whi,:<' 
shall those things he 
which ihou ha-t >)> - 
I ided > 


21 .So M i,e 
layctb up truasuie 
fur hiin&clf, jiid i-> 
not iich tovvard> 
God. 


' lh>l siiul i/iall h drmondea of tbee,\ <> Rtth Mth reaped /« Cod 1 Thtie .s 
II IS Ml she oiigiiial, fjJTfiMuteri'', 7/(ey shall alorqeand propntty in the pliran i., 
diHiaiidlhi/ soul FI'ik r thmkkIt ptindeg Hm, which our language vill not <\netlv 
to tl'( nii'iiuaen ieiit to foick auay the exprcfc*. It rcprcvcnl'^ God as a dcpusi- 
omli .^lKl prodiieia .i remarkable a: v <V'>“' "hoge hands the good ui.iii ha¬ 
ul II known pn^igc frmn Phito, to pCitp lOiigcil his treasurej and whe ha*., as it 
th.ii Nil ijies thought ili.s the office of a* weie, made himself arcne.nt.ihli. tnr it in 
spall upetio) to men See IT-ner. Ob- anoUteraiiilbftierwiiihi Conii»ar<-rro\ 

-1 r Vol. I p ail Ills, r, 



Reflections on a corelous fcVe of earthly richer. 


Hi 


IMPROVEMrNT. 

Most Prudently did our Lord uci It'io the invidious office of srcx. 
;in urbilrator in civil affairs; and wi^d sm will require his mini- <.xn. 
stem's generally to avoid it likewise, it is more suitable to our 
office^ like our blessed Master, to e^iK^<‘a^our to draw off 
(1 M Tv^agp tlie minds of men from covetousness, and to pluck up ’ 
the rooi of those cag^ir contentions which so often divnle even 
ill ‘ iituii'ist trhifions, and inspire thorn tytth mutual ateiMoiis, 
luor ‘ liivincihle than thtbon oj a castle. (Prov. xviii 19.) 

And that a tvir(’/(JU.v U(sh'e of the enjoyments of the world 1' 
ni.n iioi cro.ite contentions, and ong.u’e us in pur-suits that will 
i)i‘ fa'al to our souls, li't us sejriously consider the true value of 
thing-., and reffeit how little riches can do to make ns happij, 
if viv* obta.n them; and how ^ery uncertain that lijc is on the 
contiMiiaiice of w'licb qur possession oi them does so evidently' 

pend. Put, alas, how many are there, who are now Us deep- iG 
i\ engag *d in their worldly schemes as this nth fool in the pa-is 
tabu, to whom (khI will, in a few weeks, or days, if not this 
\(nj night, ^a\ ,bv the awful \oice of his irresistible providence, 
i'/ij/ ul IS rnjuni'd of theel And then what will ail these trea-go 
'iius d ' to pm chase hfe, or to allay the agonies of Jcalh'^ So far 
’.mH tljoy he found from being capable ol this, that they willra- 
;;u'r-.cive to, increase and imhitter the sur^.rise and anguish 
of thi)se agom 's. 

I I t jt then be onr ialionr and care, that we may he rirhio-2l 
:conls (iod, rid) in works of piety and charity. So shall we 
^fi!('!y lOiiMgn over our *riasure to the bank of heaven; and 
siiail bi' cnrichi'd hy it, w -en we leave the world as mki‘di\-- we 
on;-i."! upon it, and lose ail but what has been so wisely and 
happily s[)tnt. 


SECT, cxiir. 

ijinsl repeatsthc cautions mid or: mnentsa^aiiist aii anxiousand 
a ' i(\ umper, tc/'.c.c Ih .■.oiifirmerly given in his sermon 
on ike mount. Luke XiJ. --j4. 

I UKP XH. 22, 

nuj? Jefl'i.- nod his followers against 
s.’ttiii;; t'i>. .1 Ufiii’ls.on worldiv treasures; 
* but e.. I >>' . . t iheDi were in .such low encum- 
st.e ‘ ‘ 'vd'e ’ i I .danger ol iinniodcr- 
.• , w,I);'. ssarv snppll.■^ of 

' , . a< to ■: I ‘.hem against this, 


.' K \ii. ca ^ 
NO I L ^dl(l unto 



rlB Christ cautions his disciples against anxious care. 

• by repealing some of tfiose admonitions which his disciples, There- 

• he had I’ormerly delivered m bis sermon on the rJL* 


SECT 

%x»i 


. , - I ■ 1 T -I r - . • • no thought for 

mount * /Jnd accordingly he said to hts disci- your life, wh«t ya 

xn 02 For this cause, that is, considering the great shall eat; ncuherioi 
uncertainty of riclios, I saij to you, and strictly 
charge it unon v on, TImi you bemt anxious about 
yourlifeyU'hatyoushall e:<i^,orhow yon shall pro¬ 
cure foo'l to su[)port It; nor /or the body what 
you shati put on to cover, defend, and adorn it. 

93 For }ou must needs be seubible,^^tf>uscif, 23 The hfe i> 
which >(!u have ret'civcd from God without any mow than me.it, ;tnd 
care or tluut^iiiluliiess of yours, is much more wi.' 0 -thjn 

imjio.idut than vieat, and the body than rai- 
vinit, and well tlien may you hope that the 
great Author of your life, and tlie Former of 
your bc^, will maintain his own work, in a pro¬ 
per manner, without your anxiety and solici- 
'iUude about it. Especially may you expect it, 24 Consider tiu- 
when you seethe care which he takes of the r^'ens, tor tiicviu;i 
inferior creatures; as, for instance, consider the "'y ryp, 

'I’avcw, liow they are subsisted ;/or they neither storehousem.ibam, 
sow, nor reap, and have neither storehouse nor and God leuii th 
barn, to lav up any thing against a time of want: 
nay, their young ones are early deseiied by tiun the fJwis' 
their (lams; and yet, voracious as they arc, God 
one way or other feedeih them, so that you see 
the species IS stiil continued; now how much 
more are i/ou better than they' and how much 
rather may you hope'^o be supplied with the 
neci'.s'.aries of life, than any kind of birds? 

(Compare Mat. vi. 25, 2(3, Vol. I, p. 238.)' 

25 ylnd moreover, as this care is unnecessary, it a.*) And whu'h 1,1 
will also be unprofitable: for, which of you, by yy‘>* 
taking the most solicitous thought, can add a 
single cubit, or the least measure or moment, 
either to his age or stature? (Compare Mat. vi. 

J26 27, and note'* on that text, sect, xli.) If sc if ye then be 
then you cannot do the least matter^ as in tlii.s *•'*1*^ 

proverbial expression you grant, why are you “hj^take UiSt 
anxious about the rest, as if you were to hold for the rest '* 


*■ Repeating some of those adnioni- b tf thn you. cmml da the least matt>‘r. | 
tions, kc ] Must i.f the thoughts and ejt- This piuves, that to «ddi»/e cubilto a thiai' 
prc^blons used heie occiirrM btfon, was a proicrbial OKpression fui inakir« 
bCct. \li and aic, I hope, sufficiently the least addition t i it 
ex{daini d iherc ; 1 content iiivsclf then - 
fyic M nil r<f( riiivi tVv' rejtlcr !'i't 



Godi^il^ m iHiSstMd nfl 






' your life by a biiKl «f perpetual b^cy antTVrcrc s^e>^ 
secu’-f' agam*^ all dangef of asiudden ejectmeftti’ cxm.j 

47 Coiuwfcr A? !i- Bu(y to pucsoG the ar^meht I liegw before, 

ttley ^ WN,«rfrr .^ovitfentki care, evenxii .«7 
>Piiiii«t. luSwt I of tho vege^bg* crifedo: survey^j 'fw mstauee, - 
-u' .ml., yon, Tbaf (fm |air ari‘rf’/tZ/ftf/and reject Ro70 the^ 
s .i.-.uon fhey neither faM^r tb prepare the mate- 

i.kc'utie of (ii.'rf. twls of *'’<‘•1' wfes, nae s^tn h: in|o that carious , 

^.aiul yet Pt-oyidbf^e clot|^,them in so 
' Aocf 8 p|ie#dKl a^ariner, that' I sm mio 
Sim/d»n^ when on some grana fcsti- 
■ral he appeared ^n all his iitmost magnip^ee, 
was mt arraydd in giO lieautifii] a white asxtne 

48 If tiion Gwi so of these. And' if (Mi so clothe and adbhi M'tf2S 

*'• ' grassy 'phuk tllC itlicS gfOW, 

____ ,. t ^ to-day its ver- 

.w IS iiuo the Jaffe, b^’ t^iorHto is cut dowrfMtf thrown 
li™’ Xtl or still (»ee note ‘ on Mat- vi. 

"I, () \c oVhuie 30, §'" 3 feli. p. 230,) hm imeh more {will he 
>"h ’ clfftf^e] yowf 0 ye of little faiths who thus sus¬ 
pect Uia care^ ' ' ' 

44 \iiJ «e<‘Tc not z/wf/theily who ftfe aCi^inted vvitii ?9 
t-fir ye sh-iit fit (h,* Gaiv oP PwyMfiice, and #e parHenlarly in- 
.hink 'm-tifThfvr- t*‘t*e.st^?d in it, what ye shall 

. ^ ' ...., ____ L.. l.l_'__ 


'.'the tlic 
nifh H In 


ot (1 >4(l)lfijl mind 


Iwit; mr he like meteors 


in tlie ati», t)iai,d^'(!Osi|!ti about by every blast 
ofwiod, »i^ 1 &a^UR cares’, ami agitated 

with a vaHe^ of uneasy thoughts." 

For all tii(‘-e fhg Getttile tkei^urM'f who knowio 

iiofe of'Pfevictejice, r.-fafaro^ate, seek 
I I • .md >Off rjther aftiMll Ihe^ things with giW solicitude; 
hoowfctitiutveUavr antj, they arc ttiore’e^Mblc in doihgit: but 

U...1 .f lhe*...,hiBg«, 

stiirisan 


'U^lra'inoMt-tfubsmntiai >mp. 
pint letg<ttiflsNtt<dranija^ies, in tltftt-paternal re¬ 
lation tvliich Ood'iS^Bl!^ to yonj^Jind as your 
hcamtly ' fS^lpMkS^nom that ‘^u have need 
dj these’ things, *ftdt^S'oeiftaihiy pj'OtJ'hje them 
>1 Butruuiipfjtf^fe fc’ yii!U.tiit4b4wo|teM-^^^^ fLeavclhem tlierc-ai' 


>W/.r Ba|i{tie 1 ius (annol. 

Aftprall lh« favum* 

.... iiwl, itwljf of them »iv pro- 

eNbiblis,-! It appears 


I'liii'lr ciittca bi 
(of irhi 

niay t«*sct'n in 

I hav^ t.Jicn i, tfio;.''nioSti^«l^io, 
Jilt, ( (Kffially Jifi... ihr mf.f naflirai 
I ha itoiiUfcN pro'lnml by Ehucr, 

'uv. \ 111 I. p. 4,14.,^ mid '•cveral of 

VOL, II, 1 


that an)^ ipaculniionii anrl 
in vrliifh iWwiml liiioiinlfS, 
or b si>4|i<‘Rded'm ap iraeAny licsitation, 
migtit volt'botil^.teraoi^hy siu’h a oordK 



seek ike kingdm of Godf ttnd treasure in heaven. 

v/ V'' ^ 

^T. fol’e tn his care; and, low as your condition is, y« n>c hioj-rtom of 
bo not uiica'V and disquieted about them ; biif SniJg-thaii JiaS 
seek ye raihhthe kingdom of God, and labour untoymt. 

2111.5! to promote its interest among men; and then 
' , / you may defyeud upon it, not only that yon shall 
' obtain that most important prize, I U likewise^ ^ 

that alt ihese other necessary things shall be 
added to yoii^ without your anxiety. (Cooiparo 
Mat, n. ,'ti—33, Vol I.p. .,40.) . 

t 32 I rep-at the eiK on raging thought; #V«f^ JW/, Pear not, littl.* 
w little ttock, my diw proptriy’ and charj-e, 
however feeble you may seem; fear not, I say, to give you the kms- 
th.ii vou shall be lelt destitute of thes(^ common iiowi- 


blesviiigs of Divine Providence; for it is your 
heau-nly Father'^ gracinu.s pleasure to give 
what is ’in&iieU more valuable^ eveu the king¬ 
dom of eteimai glory: and can you possibly una* 
g;ne that, while'he mtend.' to bestow that upon 
yon, and even takes pleasure in the thought 
of making you so great ainl Happy jher *,'’ he 
will refuse you those eaithly supphes which he 
libeialiy iinnarts even to strangers and enemies^ 
33 Animateo therefore by such a hojpe and eon- 
fidence, instead dP.being s,0ii,9ih)ijs to increase 
your possessions td the Uthid|t, ratber'bo pre¬ 
pared, whep Providence shall'b^ll you, to sell 
•what you already Hnd distribute [il] in 
chanty ; and so you may provide for yoursekes 
purses which do not g'rtm old and wear out^ 


33 Sell Ihot jr 
li.ive, .111(1 ;;no hIii.^: 
prill kI« youisi'lies 
biigs which wax ivit 


■iT.ikcspI«nsiirGii)thetbou|thtofni»k- reiMark; andinany of those rclahtig to 
ing ymi so great jiid happy thcre.1 Tins etci.ti<iti, prcdeitiuath-u, &c. viiith liaic 
]<> the beautiful and vrondeift^l iu^ortof, been d» dry roM]$ of coDiruver^y, when 
the word to^oHitarv in this ontinectiop; dOrH'lircd in this view, bud nut into a 
winch generally >dgoiries '<t thoueand fair leaves and fragrant bios* 

^mmewe And agreeably to thin it is inont ttoma of hope nod toy- 
edifying and di'Jightfui to *fieU v^hai imitate and dtslrtbvte it in 

<>od IS nprcstntcd'ih scripturc’a^ovifdf- cfiaritif.} The^e irordb were prnbatdy as 
iHg his own picseldiicc,' as it wet^fWiilifr a frofifitl seecJ in the minds of sonic who 
peciilinr rtlub, ,jn the i lew of thtwe ‘ beard them; and thoHhcral 'nle of esi jlcs 
t ir.> which be has prepared for months after,; by which so inaiiy 

llein'c tho,Ne cmpbatical pWssieit of I^opr qfifist|iui!< were subsi»ted, niigiit be 
dum irjomng m the (j/l ikt. gftht measure the hancbt winch 

(■ar//i,(irin the prospoot'eidifi^.i (iflbAtn/' spning utidt^ the culfuation 

bef re they weite i(StunIty,ot^fijj,fProV, of.th«.itfessdi| gpir^ UiotUmg « mnre 
Mil. 31 j) of C'oSK htffwuig l\e 4e^ j;frobubl«than.tbiif»o|^of the many in\- 

thmh it t-ards hu people} (Jt>r. at^^lllifmr Lord (ver. ].) 

and ''f lilt ■ ejoioag ouer lAem wifi aim mb^t.be h> the nuin^r of the ihouKands 
j(/cf»A;y feavm in iw irjr h Iheat f^eph. thpjtei^vrriTeil; see Aers ii, 41—4^ 
lii. 17.) 'I'he tcndornoi-s and ('uergy of * i'uwej tchkk ih not g fw old, and 
uiiimnerable scriptures depends on this wear ou^ This may be fitly taken i).< 



Uejtedions bn the dtify of casting dU biir care upon God, 115 ' 


ol(l» a trcasnire m the 
hea^ns tbatfaitetb 
not, whore no thief 
apiu'oacht tb, neither 
iiii^tli corrupteth. 

:i4 Foi where your 
trf.usiMC I .there will 
V ir heart be also. 


even a neverfailing treasure in heaven f that re-*^ sect. 
gioii of security anti inimortajlity, zehet'e no thief esni. 
approaches to piundef ll^e riches of, its inhabi-''^*^ 
tants, nor dqtd.^lhe^^k Corrode-aijd spoil thexii^^^y. 
robes of glory m wbicfi:Jtb9y 4ppear^ And the^^ ‘ 
rtl^re careful should you bch ^bi^t this heaven-' 
ly. treasure, b^use it is certidn, that where 
that which yoo account chief treasure is 
laid pill yourfietirt be also fixed, and 

th^JSWiole tenor of, your thoughte and affections 
vlfdl naturally flow ip that channel. (Cooiparc 
Mat. vi.' 20, 2:i^,VoJ.,L p, 23fi.) 


iMPR^oyiMKNT., 

'\be we^not all ebn^ious tpfour^lvpa^that on such4^opics as Versa 
these, wc n<i(dvneupati U^el'mi^recept upn-precepfi^ being22, 29 
tdo deficient m our rega^^ tbongh. God speak once, yea twice 9 
(.lob xxxiii. 14) Wo see our heavenly Father crowning the 
anih with his goodness : .to-lbU day.doesheficf^c///c^r<fs.«flnf/27, 28 
tliejlowfr's with the same profusion of ori>pi»cnt; to tins day does24 
iu‘/. cd the young ravevs when they cryt (Psal. cxlvii. '9;) nor is 
liic meanest ''peries of insects, perisi^ea. Still does he know our 
1 ‘tessilies; and still he addre^esfp^^injhe 0the gracious Ian-30 
giiage, and avows the same ^^nde^^^^^ternal relation. The 
t'\|ji iience of bis power, goran^s,f'’and JdeJity, is increasing 
with every sueceqlin^, gen^jt^', W.ith eveiy revolting day. 

7’he life that he has, given is,.|iupported-,by bis care; and the23 
<iamc hand tliat funned the Wy, noori|4lt^S and clothes ii. Let 
Us then cast all our'&tre on.:him, as being persuaded that he 
cm I th Jnr us; (1 Teu y. 7.) Feebl^^as his iutU fock is, it is /Ac 32 
Futhefs good pleasure to give us the kvigdoni; and we are un¬ 
worthy oiir share in so gloribus s^.hojie* if ive cannot trust him 
lor inferior bjesrings, refer .ilito'bpp,to.judge in what mati- 

nt'r onr presciii wants arc to be suppiie|},>- 
Let the heathens abiindori’ tbctniscly^’ ^'these ]Q\v>Mn.miics ; 30 
but as for us, let us fhunk sn^fd^couragi, exiling our 

hearts wide to every sentnnei^.of /fliVAfO 'God* and charity to 33 
men ; unil while we Ibaye tins inexhaustible bank to draw upon, 
let us be rich *)> goodyepi/^ftefldy (p. disU^uteilwiUmg to com¬ 
municate, BO laying upJuMoreJ&Foursei^p.^ good foundation 
against the time to cai0e, f^pFmag 'j^ho^ oU eterpal life, 

(! Tiip. vL 18 ‘, st^^v^e irpry hofiH^ijitMlpcp^tation of winch, 

anallu-ioet4'U)«daiij;ercif loaiagindiipjti ; (compDraHaj; i.S.) 

out 'if a hole worn in an old pane Sitcb 'f'bo rich iiian of .ludea,'so soon ra\<«j(Cd 
u freqiiLiUly the gam of ihiit world, and and destravrd by the RcdiiaiiB, parlicu. 
so ail' Its treasure.^ boarded up, and fut larly found it so, 



i Christ exhorts his discifiks to watchfulness^ 

be syt upjMi il» ivib givo us ncotnparaWy sweeter 
.,cxpi. (1. light than the sccmi'st jiossei.'.ions af lliis empty worhl, and 
tfitt mast ample njagazines of its richest stores. 

Vcr* Si 

* [i I-- * 

SECT. CXIV. . ^ 

fl 

Christ eiliorts his disciples to watchfulness and fidelity, in expcc' 
tation nf hi'i coming, and of the fingl U^aunt to be §wi njor ail 
tlwir a'diuniuges. Lute Xif. 35-^4^^^'. ' 


u'Kiixn. ^5. 

».T., OUR L ord having thus exhorted his disciple.s 
rsiv. to a due moderation' as tO'tlieW worldly tros* 
session!*, jjroceoded to presii upon thetp awi- 
I'fufilTatiou for iWr final rernoW frhm 
earth, and for the awful soleniniVieaof death, 
judgment, and eternity He therefore went on 
to say, Consider yourselves always^a servants, 
who have a Master in heaven ; anl^,’ that you 
mayapproVe your diligence aod fidelity to him, 
let your Inins be still girded Up m a posture for 
active service, ymir Ik^s continually 
55 burning in rcadin&s t<3t‘j|c^e hioj :** And be 
you, on the whole, tii^'in a waiting pos¬ 
ture, who, as good seWnts left with a proper 
chaigc, attending to the work ap^inted fhefti, 
\mtJor their Larder hfiifn fi'm a riutridage’ 
Udst,^ or any other lafie’ enteru^nnient yliHit 
when qvqtM comes'dhd ^'noc/lfsat'thihdqidr,' they 
maj/ immedlateh/ open it to S/w^and iiat'fcVsu'r- 
S7 prised in any disorddif; Mflpm^e tho^e aemwtt, 

' -'I jih,. >■, ' 


UVe XU 35 

J Kl your 'omt) Oe 
'^^trdt'd about, ami 
yuur lights buniiiin , 


■'V, 


St! AjkI yr u)nj- 
solvps Ivkf* unto nil'll 
that wait fur 
Loril, «btn lie mil 
fpturn from iho wed- 
ding, that when ho 
comoiH and kii'H’k- 
elh, they may open 
iininhiiiuirmcdiiitc- 

37 Bks&ed o-eiho'-e. 
siiri^uts. nrhuni the 


' A leuont prepafatlwi*»!Mff«b, 4]!tilis«iv;,^9; Jobxmiii.Sj .ler,i. 17, 
judgment, Hud etenuly.j tidwll 0iv« l^b. H; and 1 Pet. i. IB.)—'hai tin 
the rta»in ItW^tAoutdbcfonBdextwjtukhcdinigiiL 

sago thus, he^awi, incoowaient (■•(Ciunstanfe to the 

I am Hsniiibleiifae ge^firaltty njfdltcr.wid wo«y be,a deinonstiaiimi of 

ityuldra%tbate expeistj^^ ilj^bgy,^ servnut’a idtenew—'I'he fvprcssmns 
iflh.ad gone About to|i4»t|»*« »K.j(«ier. wsyrotimatc the emc 

’'■‘s®’ ' 'Ml, Wll*e t« inlprflt t^llrsel\e^ tn 

e J.el imr Imt ie i*roM»ii with whieh 

Limps 6 irmni^i At . «'o*e- of it. 

bulge. ^ ^Theie ih no 

they had any thing to ibil paiflicvla* lii,4i9 cuvcumstante. 

them ixert their sti-cngt|»rtyfey^;^|>ui‘ Upl Mtlprobably instant ii. 
tliev uld twk them ap an®jp^ iMiii t^b^naJeSi^Mer/eaib were gene- 
elosc .1 prai ticc vo ahitih tbeti* %re fre- iliplf^tlie'mofit splendid, and So prolung- 
liiK'Qi u ferenet ;!»4 fooib in tiie Old,Te«ta> efd to the tatcbt houri 
m'mt and ttw jiefW, ^See J King b xrli^, 46 i 



and (d be read^ hour be shall ceme, \ 


Loi d wfaei£he coiietli 
shall find wahibing r 
vcniy, [ say unto 
\oti, that he shall 
gii I hiiuself, and 
uinke tliom to mt 
down li and 

Vtii't oiiie iurtli and 
'S rve tlioln. 


3^ 


3$ And if ha shall 
could in the seorod 
waf' li, or come in the 
lliiiil waicli mill find 
then '-u, blessed ara 
1 hose sc IV ants. 


whom,when \tk€ir\ Lordchine^ kt shall findthm suet. 
wakhin^ lor himand happy also 'Wiiryoft bt*‘, c\tv, 
it’ rhrs shall be yoor case: ^or'verity^ I say ««- 
/e> _you, * So conde^ehding is yotSr Lord and 
Master, ydu'^m^nfrer tinis character, he 

will reward ydu aa grwiouj-ly as it’ lonu* great 
man, absfeiit on such an otje^on as I have sup¬ 
posed, finding his servant9-diii|g('«tly waiting for 
him^Ht his return, shoidd gather up his clothes 
'aitd cavie them to Ht doxen to 
«»h<r, end ahoultf eoint /on'A’hims’eif and wait 

. ■ ' j ■ *« . . 


aii 

s 


3^ And thiii know, 
♦hat if ili<! . 1 ) 0 1 man 
iji till* l•'llu■>e had 
kn nvi. n hai liour 'lih 
tliii I V o .Id loniu, Ju) 
VImill) I) iiC uatclmd^ 
and not have auflered 
hishoiitictobc broken 
throiiKli 


40 Be ye tbcrefiirc 
ri'.uly aNo ■ for the 
Son of man comefh 
at an hour when ye 
think not. 


uponthem.^' J-nd, at whatever hour the time 3^ 
of his arrival be, xi'k^iher he shall conie oariy in 
second jmteh, or miie late in /,v /bird 
i^ch of the ntglrt * and find \tltein'\ thus em¬ 
ployed,: blessejl and happy are t^'e faithful 
senmiiSi f, 

/Jut do fiot think it is enough, if you uoulJ 39 
then be happy, to make ^ine suddtjii prcpnia- 
tiou upon notice of his coming; for the day of 
the Lonl so Cplpes as a thtef in tire night; and 
you know fhis^ that there is none'so negligent 
’and .stupitLc-where a house is.plunderedj hot ?/’ 
the Auttjye-irlftfpctV^wljipiis intfdWed with the care 
of It, had been aii^aiX idyehat, hur the thief u'ouU 
have comef 4f nndotiht. dly have xruiihed 
it that tntoe,-,ani5f pould/tm havi permitted his 
house to be jbivke dpen.i lie tfien that acts, with 
prodence will bo always on his watch, that, as 
he knowa not when the thief wH' come, he may 
not 'find him unprepared. W^yoii iM -ef or a /- 4 p 
so re^dy; fyr aj supfi a seq^m as you think noi 
of,, ^d may least ot’ a-lt expect it, the Sen of 
mdiicsmethf Pxid as the day of final judgment 


<' And should tmt /oirM 'l&hnsVlf un4 i a sgaam atjiun think n<d, tK- 

watt ujnm them.] It ia true Grotiiw eoUteti \i\ipe ih 

and manjrothe» obs^ve,) tltattheKbmsta oftab «ignf<hjS bi* pro\ tdential 

rnastersdidKondetioivs,duringthaSatur- joU&^ilionforlhedeBiiucUoiioUcfusH. 
nalia, prsctise sbm« eond«8(Wflafbn«t like Imr; (s* Mat.-v. 2Si Wito*. Vak 1. rt. 
these tu tkeir elares : tlWf w<d, l»r» 415*) BV* bete 1 think it I'alumt (w biken 

lispii,cW<sayfoftt,eiroViitt(i^«rri!^i ahi '^ such asepse, because om Lord-nrakv 
it IS dii&culLro jud^ge Cbrist^s of'^ imifi^ifiete reviaid ta be lieiitotvcd 

hcaroi^ might be Mdualafcd^ith it; at on W”|bithful seTvantor ahd an ibimc. 
least the wordK^uW’t« r«ry intfl!igi-». dwMfe’g^ishtttent to bo executed on all 
blowithiintfiuppoaiftga&ysnebireferetWB.' ^thafc'^prft unfaithful; and expn'isjj de- 
' In the icmmi of ^his to be a .matter of i.iiivosal 

rifchi.] 'iliis mcludc<!tflikV conbeflk t ^ll whicbpartjrulArs hato \cry 
nine m the t’uiriing to thrfee in the thorn- little sense or prtpHety when .ipplied to 
lug ; and wa>, as if he had «ald, whether the destruction of Jerusalem. It must 
be (omc early or late ' tMcrefore be tiuderstood of his I’onuiig to 



'■ ThefaitJifvl servant dall be p'eatly rewarded. 

ftRCT* TwiH'JjG a surprise! to the world in generaf, so the 
cjfiv. (lay when particular persons are called out of 
this life is often a sudden thing, and too fre- 
^1. 40 .<ltieiulv a fatal surprise to the persons most in-^ 

. timatefy conccriied in it. (Compare Mat. xxiv. 

43, 44, sect, cjxiii.) 

41 jTetc'r than said un(o him^ Lori, dost thou .41, Then Pcier 
speak this d.wokeuva^para(>lt^ thineaposiles thon^iT i 

in particular^ or is it aLta unto ait in geoerah parable uino us, or 
that what tlioii hast been savinrr is . even to alP 


that what tliou hast been saying is to all 

42 And the Lori said in reply,. Tbongii non^he 4« AaA the i.ni(i 
entirely unconcerned, yet yop.Biy ministers are *“"!• *'* 

more peculiarly to apply «to yourselves, and to 
consider me ai. asking each of you, IVho is that hu Lord shall make 
faithful and prudent siexmrd^whonhVIds] Ld^. house- 

^inllset am; Mlhe o/kis famh/,^ h 

(leaf out to each or bis domestics the tiated allow-, m due sLasou ? 
ance offyod in its proper season 9 As'-tlic guilt 
of such an offtt:cr will be groater tlian that of a 
common servant, if be prove m'giigolit; so the 
reward of his fidelity will be proportiohably 
43great. Peculiarly htipfn/ is‘that servant in so^ 4 g Skss.d i Mm. 
eminent a station. is Lord at kis arrivufX^'T^'. 

shall find thus em^^ed pi^Jfeithfiirl discharge euUiMiiUuu s^X'- 
44 of tb^ trust committed tO>i}im< ifulu I say «)«• 

toym, higher ;»“1! 

statK.n of honour atid nttpoftance j.ia^ if a i^r., i,e voii niak« him 
sun finihng his domesttc st^fwafif thus faithful, ruler owr uii iii.u 
should upon that appoint him to tnke^ the care 
qi ail that he hath, if^hro^ as .well asl^ hopie. 

(Coinpane Gen.il^cxsiif. 4,3, 6-7 . 

45 Lut, 00 the ct^trary,-.^ that serodnt Ispoke But and if tiiai 

tcmcivo them fwm the cu^Citie» x^';4osc«.mi!chi^,fliB spirit of the passa^je m 
service here, tp life'wpUieiy ^i^'nnjhv fwidering be wiy fmttftufiUxi. 

And, if we supiKwe it to re1Ptet)^ith tttd, Sir.-^ 

well a» judgm^^which, iUfhantsf^loiftmUtt.] Pol len- 

quence ntleast, IfjpP'louUtt^Jy der winch fas Ewner shews at 

strongly luUni^tet hiff bAvIjjg lftrg6,T)baorv. Vol. Lp-^55) exactly an 

dominion over .the invisible tmerr U» t-atm fiima&uum, alltheser- 

e\ery soul reihdveil into i| be *ai<f va»U famlg , for'which we ha\ e no 
to be fetched away by hiimv,^4k:oiRj^A' onu l^li-b word, any more than fur 


_ s fhti awakening, fuiabhtff ihinaU "w^i, but here is put 

Mguify partifciilarly tbe gipjtflitu||£^.t^e for off the dWjf jbiiifi (t^Brnmus, here.) 


jAjrd amtM* 't'nanli, or niay 
the whole of ttm discourse. 


I toj! By. suchay«itissdbl^distineti'<nbetween 

, , —-- j tw44th ^jicyiie is set in acleaicr 

*• ir/m is that/mt/ifnt and/•rh*3plfiti- , critidP Biive generally gueu 

«rd^] ThisiiiterMgattoti had a Uyoly force it. ’j^^beratsedfrom the care of giving 
to tiirn their thoughts iiiwardi^^that each, out food to the servants, to have the 
ought ask biilihtilfff''4eMerAeu>aJf4ei»a»# charge of the whole estate, was a noble 
The Prussian wersiun theiefore (and that preferment. 

English one which follows it so close) 
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servant «»y in bu of before a» set oVer the famHy,* ahould saij^ in 

hil^miagl comings that: citiv. 

ami !.ha:» b.-sm to have nothing to appreh^'hdfrom ir^ md on that 
bi-at t!m iiwii »W' foolish presuinptidiij.;;fA«// grow, so insoteht and xil. 

audtoMtalid^drink* ls&^Ji£gr 4 ^e inot ftnd-abuse the mat 

'tafi e) be drunken ?’ (tml mdid-^emtnts,and t0 eat and drink in a riot¬ 
ous and extravagant th^nery ao as to debauch 
lord of that IJUmselfl with It: f assort,thaiYAe Ijotd 
fda*'uiKw hHiwk-' ihaL^^fvmt wil cmie upon ^hni iii a day when 
norfoJhiiB, »ttd /hit expect him, md inm hear which he 

atdo hour when he i^ot ’Owafedf, and scootge him with such . 
is not anare, niid severity,‘ that he'wUl I'ven cut him asu/iden^ 
der, and wiiiappoiBi <*»«» tlotwithsKwiding tufiprofession beiias made, 
him his portion with GroJ WiU appoint hmi'hi/i .portion, with the iiiji*. 
the uDbeiici.ws ofty, 111 some rcit})**cts, jus case sbaJi oc 

fi^rsn theirsi aii^is opponanj^s and en^ 
gagements shave; been so: much greaier. 
nd that scr-■ Jud ^hat scromt who, like him I have beeiu? 
lU' an^nre- his Lord's will by a particu- 

lar declaf^iop.^of *h>" disregarding the in- 


47 And that ser¬ 
vant which lin"w his 
lord'^will, and pr<- 


)< (/'i/>n/Mrbafln s])okc of before,'S(C.}<-,hav«th!bn awiIrvarW Rut I must beg 
it !<: ni'ccssarv thus to go back to vej'.4a. leave to(obserie, that ^ 411 ^ 01 ; dues in <)eve> 
for the cxplkjtiMnof tins, font is^^list raj plan's e^idimtily simplify unbiluMing; 
evident, fioin the whole tenor t^f S^Hp- ]»ii^reJahrt,lR-'%7; l Ccmt. vii, J‘2—15, 
turf, that the servant wh.> at bb potd's .'^od. '^vy 22—24(where there ishn es- 
roming has passed his account in sn ho^, ^{i^l^f, 0 |:^l>#itiphin ver. 22 between ai>i<r- 
nourable manner,'will-never afterwbi^/j^/iUndViriooiwri,) 2 Cor. m. ‘4, 15; i 
be in danger of mcitirinf ^iiS diSpteash^'V V. S> Asd 1 cannot but think that 

• Scourge him with s^ seivotyj^diat the apirit^" this text »■< laiich bettcT ea- 
hc will evepa/rAim nr/itdvr.J Dr* Wfctby pre^s^ tty such a rendetuig; cbpecially 
has so clearly proved tha to be'th4 *biu» when the next verse is compared with it, 
of 9''9(a>ts li, that 1 aiii suiynbed' that' ,'W^eh shliws thfttl though this w ickd'd scr* 
any should snCe ii«\e cylitUy rt^ndt-rod 'want shanbave 1^ pimion and aimde 
it, atekim from (hereU.' ffntthil with sei^ (wlfp, ^ the way, had they ' 

w one instance of many, in. Wbt'ch the ndtbbrauiifaithmk would not have been 
version of 1727 haa^loytdthePrussiaim yethispuniabmentshall be 

Testament in some of thdsb parts of i|r m'orw gne^yns: a# tlpFe ony be a great 
which anv the least judicioilA—1 knW .^(^Bbe b tu cunmVion of Criminals 
not <01 what authority it has.been an; 'conhAeddfi'the tiamo pHson. 
serted that, the word quay oriy signify -i lit J/inlPs tii^py a particular 
omfin-iaing lit esra/e. Wherever jt, or de^kjtq^il of U.] Tb^ is a force and 
any of its dcrivatares, occur iB th»j«^-< pnmH^y in these wonfi %ohd what is 
tuag-nt, It has always the sigswfi^tibn nsimRyobsei-ved A seVvant witbofut cx~ 
wlyc'h IS heic given it by our version,' press iastructid^, might know, that to 
and generally answert^^to jhii djdbrew.hekt Ids ^low-servants, and plunge him'* 
nnj. See,E^> xdx t^jt.'Ley- i. tt/'’'qbtf|nto;debauchery, would be oifensive 
E/ck. xxiV. A. thphiag. " "7^! 'tn'^hla nwitety and hfe wbiiild therefore 

» ‘inf appi^ ^ M pertkMvith i»- , d&M:^||^ 3 (ittipi^bn ■ but such aeon- 
fiieis.] Ithas b'h'ett'swjra^tcd to mebEfr^ldii^lPir'ii^ant, to whom hiv master 
person of great wor'l^iipd «hiinenc(^ tpt^/had^jmiaHtcd some^particuiar oliaige, 
aitirtfi signifies aiij/iirrh/vf f'Ulfild witAi^l«bIe instrueffons for perfoi iriing 

infidelity, or the disbelief df the fbspel, it, was mast Bintdttxihis, and consequent/ 
been referred to here, die Word Timuld ly duervedweverttr jgm'^hment 

« x'b ^ 



iso Where muck is givettf muck will be required. 

ssfcT. struetioiisgivei)hii!i,<i/V/7w/^w/>AiOTjfe[^nWy," pariji n*t hiuft{r, 

*<!Kiv. nor set liiinself xa do according to his wiUj shall 

have tlie sorest pueisiliuient inflicted on- iuin, bv beaten witk many 

47 be beaten with manj/ {stnpes.^] (Compare t*'/*?*- - 

48 Dent. XXV. 2, 3.) wAo the heathen, 4S he that 

did not know the rjarticulars of hu duly by st 

clear reveiation, and yet, fiinning a^inst that uiy 'i.f shaJi 
degree of light lie liod, committed things be beaten 'ruu i\ w. 
deserved strigeSf-shall be bmten 

fewer Riai lighter [strokes'i] tha» the (ijhe^'^h;’ gi,^-‘'irhiTO"*haM 
it is a received maxim ^lofig i»Gn/ and be ntneh re'^mred. 
will niftke it the rult" fvf jiid^ent, that®^^^*® ''c' Tra"*^^d 

much improvement sh-qlt ba,raqmred^from ever^ of^^iurirthry 
one to whom much is gkeWt andmhere iftuchjs win aik the mor.- 
depositedt tke^ more will he detlmnde^p 
tion to it., '^(Compare Jsy. .’it; 

j IMPR0VKMEJitv 

Vd’ge M^Yiour sotiU bcavvukened Jby these aoful truths! ancl^inay 

J5, 3(> we lie engaged to git'd up, the-^n^ tf owr niind^Uo be sohrr, and 
waich to the end f ‘ * 

Great are our cncouri^ementa to diligence gn the one uaml; 
and, Qii the other, dieadful vyfjp lib's ponishmeijt of our ne;, hct. 

" n%f mtf ArajeZ/rcMij/y 1 P S^stf bf Beul-’it ailh manjf 

l.’I'.nfant luiulcrb the yoH '( wa» a usual pvHvknmt for nr- 

Mippuse loclistingiiiiiili it’lfrointhe A>tjiow<' servants^'but 1 cannot And that 

ini; (.lau'ic; and J follow lhou:^rtOll- pr^erly c^ltpd giving th>' ba>jti- 

tvitliout ^onifl hcsitatt^' '3Wbapw.both Sa-do wag in u<.e among the Jews, Ihougli 
I’lav be joiiiod thufr, JM ao/'^rq^a or somejiuppo^a rt to be icA i rOd b) hm-.— 
St I lumel/ to do aecorilmg to ho thinks, that these n onK lia\ c a 

since I wrote tbi|, J |^(^vo a'^eet em^ pehuuiu^rnA'rQtice to the case of nriiisters, 
phasis in these wonr^ which li^idpot who have.jneh singular advatita;>c^, for 
bffoie observe. The rivtSS^Wl tljat |f»rUPg will, so that they mil 

of the foregobg yersOip'sia tf oiB'Xetii tod /t^lr^inly to in tto number of the most 
Said, " 'I'hiak not that % merblf’ mtaii^ or Wvft miserahle, of man- 

*'forbi<Luchgro4ij^inMt’Rlit|i£sajit.driafii>^khid. MujlithOy seriously consider it, 
" eniicsg, not, oppression, «n^ rcjoiigo with trembling m those dis- 

•'siifCd, that g$bs of ojhifistefcj'Wtoi^. tlnctions'of their o^ce which wili draw 
*■ tlieie have tod» fau opporopdjdtM ef 4h*r therh aticlv'golemn and ncjghty 
''learning yoAii^^ity, will cuiHtoucrices! 

** thn Divine correutlon.?' lut beaten indee^, but with jruer 

tu’O tori) amt in ^'tie$4vwrawlst>etwe«t| 'Thja stiopgty ilitimatcg that ig> 

a servant who recobea dh oiifMreHi umti-' will riot u^imly exeuge any who 

gagcfiuiu bis master, Ahich ^^hvdl^tef^dOAd’sscrtict, since they 

diets, and luinthtr vto/ tb|i^tk'li|il‘,^''l^ght4rij|^eral kh<pm at least 
ceivc no socb'ei>pi^se>*i’*ni$*^ yeiKbJit' the" maiii? mtieiiei of thbir duty, is 
into rudi insUmces of wristoh^^iDur as «r\ery semuit may kn^ in tlie inaiu, 
he e.iimot b^fc knew to bo iri'cl^Pl^ttm^''^at kind cot^Ct ^ master will ap- 
witi) hi > duty and uAse'' in gene^l^ bv'' pgrp've^tboiigb toritO max li« nnieh mme 
w hieli h<‘ exposes bi,rii eif;*stly t^oonie hii)y,‘:^trrict0l llian others as to his [v.: • 
puiiphniiiit, thoi.gh, otner ^inys boin^ > nnilaV ^oas'iire.' 

I. oiial, he IS less ciitllinal thaii'the foririer 



RejectionstliefatfhfHl mH nnfailhful servant. I'gl 

The tinvfc of o«r iij'uncertain; let us there- srcr. > 

fore always te ready; solicitous that when he comes, he may ‘-"ttv-" 
findm aa doings as to has required; living ^at fa oursekes^ b'-i’ 

• tn him, and ero^ovnig ourselves al^ut -that partitular^thing, 
wTiatsoever it may he, which,considered, we are 
verily pefsu^d may most promWthe grtat ends of life, and 
the importan'if purposes of Ws gkiryS ' 

-- IJow {ilorious are'^e rvh'U}^ proniised*w’suchrt{ow justly 42 , 41 . 
may they awajeen opr.ejpillatlaphdl^i will prefer ihehi to stations 
of more bonourabj^'^i^ important seiiyice?. ^ He will set 'tkcm 37 
down at his table, (ai^jll;whfe) hmsel/io their de¬ 

light, bringing for^ theehoi^st ^htles^ bdtveh, and sprearl- 
ing before them an eternal ‘ Zufd, may we through 

tliy grace, |)e founji^STOithy Bf that supper! May the 

lAmb that is in throne fee^ us, and guide us to 

Ji^mlains of lifmg vii. n <), 

On the Ollier hand, let as ^riodsly consider the pmishmenfs^.i 
to be indicted on the xu^o^hfuisejant, • Let ministers, if such 
there arc, who abandon tlirm&eiVi^ to a life bF idleness ^ ^.wA 
iiixuri/: who stain thetr'$acf!ed charactuf by intemperance; who 
proudl) censure iheir hud either call or wish, for the 

s ciilar arm to smite their felloie-Seivants, perhaps more faith¬ 
ful than themselves; let suefr';beaJt,and tremble-* Their /.ord^ii^ 
maj came in a very unexpected Ae*<ir;/(a8 indeed, when do such 
ci^cct him?) and what are ihe sp^h they have given others, 
w hen compared ttritb, those sShall receive ^ 

.^tripes which shall cut them pteree'deep into then- 

very souls! How much mare toleraMe will it be, even for the 
worst of Gentile sinners, thad for sucbl.., 

Let all who are in any ctiisksuro distingaisfaed by the gifts'^of 
the Divine bounty to thenij or liy their stati|^ris, whether in 
fivil or sacj'ed attenltixely^diiif^oo tbi^great truth, so 

solemnly repeat^ and again: .Jet tHem <;ot!Sider it with a 
idevv to tbeir own account; Jo whanisaever much is given, of 
him will much be requixxd. l^y ’Divi^,,Grace so impress 
on tfu'ir hearts, that they may-hc drsth]|paishe<i by .present fide¬ 
lity, and future rewards, m pniportfob'to the difference which 
l^rovidcnce lia$ already made in tbeV^ favour! And may they 
never have reason to reflect with confosion and anguish on 
what is now their Hontme and-thereJdy! 



122 The gospel would pccasion violent conientimSi . 


SECT. CXV. 

'': ■ Christ observes ihe^vils which would be occasioned by his coming^ 
ycHdeclares his desire to complete his workf and warns ike 
Jews of the great dangei' ofimgketing the short remainder 
of their time rf tidal. Luke XIL 49* to the en^,. 

' '. Xn. 49. - , , ' XII. 49. 

6ECT. QUR Lord farth^^dded, in Eis discourse to t AMcomc'toscud 
cxv his disciples and the h»o!titude; all -fire on the earthj 

'■JWtl.at I have-Mid to pr«m^ 6moan» a^a- 
XI149 ^PR^itwat J am come to 

: ‘ send fire on so 6|jpos^ is oiy doc- 

, trine tq the prejudicesof men, and, 
such ate the violent ponteudohs’t^| imy 
will occasion, tbrough^^^ierWickpdM^ ot,ti&e 
among whom it is preached: ^ ^ ' 

w/a 4^ that the go»)el nifliy b^ 'supjpfi^'ed T nay, 
but I mther say, Uk tkat \.\m fire, fierce as it 
shall be, were already kindled^ hy universal 
propagation of a ripligion whose hle^^ings so 
abundantly counteri^wncC the accidental 
SOevils which can attend it ? I have indeed, jo But j bait? j 
in the meart/timc. a mQsL(iteao|ul baptism to baptibin V) i)p bap- 

otV*. ihd ^Ajtlar I rfiall shwly JrlStTcVnl! 
be bathed, as it wpre, tn blj^^ and plunged in ubc accompiuhcd' 
the most overwhelming' distfeSa* far frbm . 
drawing back on tbit^accoujtd, hem inexpressi¬ 
bly am / siraiMied ‘and uneasy ^ through thd 
canicstness of niy desire, t\llf terribht.Bs it is, ti 
AciuHy compl^d^ adH^hei-glorioui birfh pro- 
duced, w)iatcver;aganies jp^ay lie in Jt^e way to it I 
■j 1 But these b||^fits Bre sect^^-iitk.very . Ai Suppose ye that 
diUcrmt thaniAir from ivh^ aoiYie bf my/ 
disciples, ii4%ine: for dpyfk now suppose that' 


^ And what do f tuskf Oh ^renaewy tobilD; compare 3 Cor v. 14. 

aTrt'itdg I thjall Lei'he undeistands it uf a kind of 

KnatrabiiU has* ahundautlj ^iid»UTM«ment which .Chruit was under, 

tbia vereion. Dr. Whitby 'beire, i» totithtr l||.wfaithfu.|]y to fulfil his minis- 
in many Other, ptaeeg, .^an^crihvS' <f4tl»uit givlag'such mnbrage to the 

Grotiu-) seems fully to hai'd^ova^tl^ Bdlaan' iroutd'have drawn 

i< somotiiaasj^as this fori^'’ CMpf^l.peineCNjMBi^and deht^ him before 
Luke fboapi^ttteift.tiaMt) '(sM'.lir. W-ke’s 

Vii. 7; 7$i6^x!d«'4a. Sa^«ll|^, ^9e>- KaasiniiddeiWM^jt C^tnoity, p 134:) 
h.ip8 we add' Luke ' XgifK. this seem4'<4.fiHe^ very foreign and 

Grotiu8,>ita[ ioc. t^Ht^tiirtt aenH^^i^ilfhat which I take it 

*> llovi am Istroib^iud and uaOsisyTtffiil favounid by Luke xsn. 15, 

be comp/ele^ i] 'I'he^'wnfo irwHX^ftm seems hot-if Gretius, whose sense I 

to import on an’Wtt/'muR^fwtth trhich^ have hinted in the paraplinse, .judge 
person is so bornO on towards the object rightly of the particular force and beauty 
of bi'i afVeetion and piir>iiit, that the ne- ofiUe word avy!-j(tl*^> dlus- 

«'cs.-ary impediments which lie in his way trateu by John xvi. 31, sect, clxxvii^ 



1 dm come 
peace on 
ted you, Nay j 
rather division. 


(t7id be fallowed^ iwt vsith peitce^ but mth drviswn. 1 

! to give /tivi cofne to give peace on the earth, or inimf- sret. 

diately to establish that temporal tranqu'lbry^ 
lion! ^ anti prosperity rtrhioh yoo^expect shoultl^ai- 

tend the Messiah's kin^d9al .^9 iVo^, bati eon- xii. 

• sidering how tny gospM, notwithstatidine ail its 

" , > tendency to peaeey will b%'e|)p(»ed, aiid how it 

will be, perverted, /inay '.»^ /ayatt,‘ that I am 
rather come to occasion unnatural di- 

5S iVfrom hence- vision,, „ f'or stich afd the con’tentious heats and 52 
fjrih there shad lie anin^Kies that * Will attend the publication of 

M.ipd, Three against the ^ospel, that fdngypve m one family shall 

inu.aud two against ^ div^d,, that there shall, hti^fhree against 
two on the oith^^e^ and two against three on 
51 The father shad theither: ,AM this shaji be the casewhen 5 S 
be diMded Ooi^isit of jbersotis in the nearest 

the faUw” reliuiohs tO;%^hi for instance, 

t lo-mother agAiiast shall Ts^h'the SOU,' ufid the SQH with the 
im'(laughter, and the fondest mothti' xeitli the daughter, 

tk daughter with the mother the mother- 
in-itw against her in-law wlth^icr sonls wife, and the daughier-in- 
d.nighi(;r-iu.i.iw,ana Idw^with het^ hushmd\s Vtothtr and so inve- 

lldinsTher mtl'her* t^rate shall be thfc|r hatred against all that <‘m- 
.11 law. brace my gospel, that they shall break the bands 

of nature,,as friendship, to express it. 

. (CcMUparo Vdl. 1 p. Alii.) 

And' b« said And'he Said ajko ^ thdpeo^, This perverse-.54 
1 die people, pgijj already^shev^ ibfelf in.yqur overlook inti so 
many proofs pt the Messiah's apiiearance among 
yon, while yop discover'such a sagacity in vour 
observatiopawitb . respect:.to .other things : for 


V Or iminedi.itdy to vstsbliBh that tein- 
pool tionqiiillity, ft'e.]- Therq’ are 'fto’' 
< 11 . 11)1 prophecies of tW pep^fid state. 
•)1 the Nfessiah’s kingdom, jfcompare 
'■•-.il IasIi 7} Isa. ii. 4, xj.fj—Ixy. 
'),) th.it it u tiaid to Bay hoir Christ.’ 
luulil (oiiipktely answer the Character' 
of the \fe&b)ali if he ahoutd neyer grte 
fifact O'l eart/i .' I)ut the error of the.iewS’ 
hy in supposing be was mme^O^Xa 
accomplKh itj whereas the propbecien. 
of tlie New Testament, e^eiaUy ht^thh' 
tiookof RevebtUm, sh«w> and Uwiiicef 
tlie Old Tcstamentfaiost ptainly mtttme,* 
that this prosperous''tate of hi- kingdom 
¥ as not only to be pMdedhd by hts own ’ 
..ufferings, but by a varieiy of peisecuii - 
tu.ns trials, and .suJ&rii^, which wimid' 
in diifereiit dogrecs attend his followCfst 
before the kingdoms of tti>' earth became^ 
hy a general com crsion, the kingdoms of 
'he Lord, and of his Christ; (Rc>. xi. 15’) 


> See Dr., tsdand’s Anitwer to the Moral 
'Philbiid]Xier, p. 35S-H3d6, 

' d TA*! w<^S'W{*-fewttS‘rt ilrr son's vJft, 
dau^hteT-in’tiiw Vsgpi hifr husOatut's 
the original words, wrvOffft, and 
vjufsfii, arec'maotly expressed lu this 
transla^K^’ 'ilie Englishyords mother- 
iQ-iaw^'-m^'ibagbter-Tii-ibw', are m<irc ex- 
tensiVBy'Snd ratbejr, though not necos- 
aaj^ly; lead os to tldtife of [tt(.ve/ra, 
fuca^wo] a step-dame, or father's second 
imiiV'a’Vl'hafhusbailAi daughter tlur 
JiOTO .mightthis reUtioii, be- 
cansfl,, in cpijiiequeiireof th« obligation 
wlueh,^t;h||^ewhiii children were nndcr to 
nmanta^^feeir aged pArents, a yoimg 
man mypA, when he settled in the w irid, 
often take bis mother a widow, inh> 
his family, aufl her al^e in it might 
occasion leaS abeastness than that of a 
mothepin-law in anv other s',nse. 


w( fa 



124 The Jews are inexxusaUe in not discerning him to he the Messiah. 


sscT. wken ym sec a clotnl arising aut oj the west^ or wiienye^aHoui 
cxv. comiii»fraiiithcMetliteriraiieansea, yrwpiww#*- rtrai^tway y«^tiay! 
ly saj/, a heav^ skefwer is coming; and it isso. There ooHieth a 
^j^\^Jndwhen [you find] the seuth^wind blowing 

from the dvsert of Arabia, attii otbef bot cli- tha^LnvtiTJ'nd 
mates, ^OK say, Thenn. xeill he sultry heat ; and btaur, ye say, There 
66so accordingly it times to pass. HeJktpocfites^ and it 

tliat pretend to asK for ferthef si^s, as if you 
were really desirous tq knbw I be or yo can dis^ Vhe 

be not a Divine, Teacher ^ wt «“;e of tiw sky, and 

- • **' ' "'-of tho earth: but 


sucli remarks as these tb dUtin 


, , , y t I . - 11 , «■ " M 1^ how is It that you do 

the earth ana ^ihe ^nensi was to jbfetellthe notdtscernihwumc* 

ebanji^s in the wwrtbcf ‘come; hyt 

how is it that yorldo not diseehte&ia ]xxdi^e of the 
much more evident signs' 
attended, ^ith such n^nf^' and.^T^ailblcd 
tokens of tbe MessiabS cohAing?' (f^ooipare 
Mat, avi. 2, 3, Vol. I. p. 4l$.) Tea, utAy is it tti Yea, and why 
vou do not even of vovrsdifct judge what is^ht 
and and gather frotii such obvious pre^r,gi,t>^ o w a *. 

mlses, how you ought % reason Bud cdnschendb 
to treat so extraordiuO^ B f^son as l-eppeaf 
to be from wlude series of Ihy doctrine and 
conduct, imiteBd^' dts^Bi^ihg Bit the p,rod& 
that shew me to be seni ^obi God I 
58 This, however you m&y^Ot^htlessly neglect 58 't^en Uiou 
it, is a matter of'tae utmost imppitance: I must 
tlicrefore enforce the euboftation I fbrincriy gis^rato, 1 
gave you j (Mat. v. 25, ^6, Vol. !• p. 218,) land m thd'wav, ri'i: di- 
press you Co endeavoAr, witb the greatest diti- 
gence, tliat the,controversy may immediately be 
made up bet«^ Godiand yopr souls. For, 
you eoimt it b'role of tiumap'^f^ilcnteej^ jpketi 
7 /ou go to the magistrate with your amjndryy 
who lias B suit aj^iost to trse j/«mr ut¬ 
most endmoour to rm^up^thhaffair iiidth him* 


' -/ 1 

* A«wy «Aoh>w » cemtRg.j OiitSlf®* w-tiqa^ilydrtwiiAheconseqiwncc, ytf, 
properly sj^nifies n hen^ shamer ,* and ‘ hbai the tenor of my doctrine and 
Mvfuy, in Uie neit.'i'ersr,4iiBiji oy«cen:Ak eWeeterytas eell a& trom iny mini- 
t»(iheai. *1 i ,■ ^ icd^ you have discerned yoitr- 

^ W ky »it !/cn tfa nvt «H|f qf gemimntr ” **'*** '’“’■y '^”*”8 

&c.] Tie phrsse wy' hih* <to^ not I' anil VVry ^itfetvmitBtnsto rcjcctnnd 
sepiii here to signify, ‘f like slight ftio.*V.OssUdio and (irolius con- 

“ pritinplcs of Kood sttuM wlSp^W dse i ncct this vOm tri^h the two following, I 
in common aiVairs, or id relo- ‘think without'«ny reason. 

“ ting to yourA&tvps j hot it S^tni an ( UiarffSOr utmost erkfmtmir fs mate 
.vlvam-o on that iliought, asifmirLord On (yfew v^AAint.] 'Ineophylact iiiti- 
had s^id, though’I had not so mates, and ealnia'.tus and after him 



The dan^efqf ne^leclhtg 'to be reconciled to God. 125 

irom biro; icbt he while YOU an* yet on tkenoayi hsthe force tlice 

driiuM- thee to the tliee to he indeed accoqn^ 4e, deliver, thee , 

and the offi- the custodv of the. smeantf and (he ierjeaniJii T. 
****^^ throw thee into prison, HwiU no! then be in 159 
^‘b9 ' tcnuhfie thwt thy power to compouqd flio-matter upon geut- 
shalt ui>t ler terms, <k to get free ffOQA.tby confinement; 

" ihil" 'ialt ^ /Adfe thamvben be has thee at such 


]iai<J (he 
inite. 


tfmi 'ehalt not be ai)le to come out 
frohh ihime till tkm host paid th mry hist mite 
of the debt thou owest.** And .thufe if you are 
regardfe^ <if the’proposals of God's mercy w'hile 
tjbe day of life.9bd grace is continued, nothing 
is be exjieptpl from tlm tribunal of his jus¬ 
tice, ^Ij^iescre sendee, which will end in 
evet^stJi^ qeiufiiiKnuenf' puniidtineut. 


IMPROVEMeKtf. 

I’l) what a lamentable d^ree is humaiii nature comipted, tlmt Ver. 41 ?. 
so nol)|.‘ a lemedy as tlie gospel,.so well a4apte<l to the cio’e of 
a (iialcv(jlenT and contentious dispe}-dt4dn, should in so many in-, 
sirfiiccs only iiTitate the disease ! ^^^d that a scheme so full of 
love and goodness, and so well suited to prpm^ peace and 
hainiony in t'lose who cordially embilipwe it, snould lie, opposed 
with ajj[ the violence of pcrsecuUQU,' ac<J be tte means or intro- 
duemg .strife and division! 

How monstrous is it, that at^ should kate j^r neighbours, ,*;3 
y. a, and their ncare.st rvlaliveSy fav that disinterested piety, and 
regard to conscience, which might recommend strangers to their 
esteem and affection’ Yet let not those who meet with such in- 
iur.oiis treatment be discouraged j Knowing tha^ have a Tafher 
and a Saviour in heaven, who^hclpve^is ten .thoiuiand times more 
than all; nor let others be offerijfe^^as if Ghristiiuiity had been 
the occasion of more toil than go 0 i for such is .the nature of 

T;i ('one, largely insist upna it, that ,S»; or oiUt,^o has a suital faw against ano- 
ttyn'rizv signifies, ‘‘ the iMeresi, as th^^, Whothcpia a Cpil af vruniiial case, 

welt as the <iriiH3tpa| of thy debts' in ^ The eerg kit mile ht the debt thou 
“ nrdei to ptoeurft ilB/juewacv'*' But ^oveH.] The iwto fx»ir7#v,j was the least 
T.Qkpinahes ii^o of attoliterwortVfV'nf^j ' vatohUv of their coins, (see Mark xii. 
for utvnj (!,(ike Vix 33.) ittdtik.l^'.Utitik ttonj^aing no more thuu half ot 
aconsidmh^ arenmetU for > 1 ' ’|iiiehl^tUhi)of^&rthing,ror of their 

moniPiiderthg'.a'hiChisatso mOroetrtan-'^ or qinukam^; whieh was itself 

si\ p.—siitnid'S8,'iiOt merely |Hirt -of the ai, or aievit* 

any kind ut dciisetjahUe, but such riifl gia r. j^ Sf the thrger farthing, mentiou- 
ayrocinent as seouwV' the th'foiafilpt eit 'Bilwb'X. UStaiidr Luke xii. 6; so ihat 
front any fartherdaages of {>coteeu%^' Uw Idii^ was but liUlo mure than the 
as I acc> irately shews,''Obtierv, third part of'ha English farthing and a 

Vid I |>. SO".—It IS well known'. Uut sparrow wat ledtoncil worth lour rf 
«v/iiia^ properly signifies a pioinuier, tliew. 



Bejlections on the regard tot should’skeio‘to the gospel. 

' 'MCt. eternity, tKat the salvation of one immortal soul will be more 
; oav. than an equivalent |t)r the greatest-and most lasting temper^ 
^^i^evils W||ich’the greatest number of pewons can suffer for con- 
f' science sake; 

"Ver. 50 Let tljis awaken our seal to scsoe smky however great and ter- 
V rible the sufferings are‘to, which it may ^pose propoc' 

tion to the-ra^e with which the enemy endeavouring tbeir de^ 
struciioH. May we be animated in it bj. the e:(ample of the 
blessed Jems^ who, with a vmiv to ihisj longed for those 
sufferings which iirridcent nature cou^ tlpt‘Wt regard as the ol)- 
ject of strong aversion! ■' 

H 56 aff times be iSb wise zs 'id discerii the evidences, 

t * . and to eomply with the^rpbses of th^gospe/f else our him- 
' ledge th natural things, should k bxteod ^ only to the most 
,common, the most $^rk)U$ appel^nees/on the face of the 

• earth or the heavens^ wm turn to' no <^er accoiint'but to shame, 
and condemn os ? ' 

If we have any reason to fear that, through obstinate impeiii. 
tence, the blessed God is still an adver$aiy to iis, let us make it 
- our first and greats cate tbht, by an humble'submissioii of soul 
to him in the methods of hh gospel grace, that strict scriusny of 
his justice may be prevented, and that sentence of ins wrath 
averted, whic^-Would otN^WW plunge us into endless ruin and 
miseiy ; ft>r when could w|k'p^*tend to bave/wid the lastjar thing 
of the debt of ten thousand talents, which we have beep daily 
contracting, and which is cbargtn} to our account in the hook of 
his remembrance ' 


SECT. CXVI. , 


Christ, on the pmtion^ of mme/ce^iitks which had befallen 
others, warns his hearers ofthe ^gesc they wei'e injf they 
did not rejJ^t, and iHusfta.ie$fi fy the parable (f the barren 
fig’tree. ^^Lukc X , 

if-'- i. 

r LU&EXftfi. 1. „ ' aoMXin.l 

P^OW, while qur,Lord wiib thus diacotirsing ^hki^e were pre- 
' of the necessity of being os-, peace ^th God, »««* that Kta- 
some wht wre 

those un^ppy the>|9l^bwqrsof Jodas 

Gauionites,’' Who .badieiiyi^ed themselves oh- 



Iarj;o. Antiq. Iib. -v'-iii. Vip. t 


was at the BeaiJ of a sect who assprti d 



ixcept we hpeal, we shall all perish. 


m 


Abuse bluod Vilate 
had mitijjled with 
Micir iiacrificef. . 


1 Aiid Jeans' an-‘| 
5«eritiii said unto 
till.Ill, Siipp<«e jv 
til II then** Galileans 
were sinners alioie 
all tlie Gill leans, 
beeaiifi* they sutler 
ed .iK'li things ’ 


T 1 Ull you, Nay; 
bur evept ve r&< 
pi lit, ye slitll all 
lil,eivi-ic perish. 


t Or those eigh. 
tteu upon wh nn th'* 
tower III ''il'Uiii tell, 
uiidslew iliem, think 


noxious to the lloman power by sonne acts or, sect. 
principleit of resistance^.to it;, and whost blood 
jPilate the governor Had in bifect mingled with ^ 
their sacri^eSf having,circumvented aiid slain 
tliem when they were tiomo to worship in the 
temple at a pul}lic feast^^ 

^JndJesuft without making-any remarks on 2 
tlie cause on which they were engaged, endea' 
voui'ed^ with his uauafwisdom atid piety, to lead 
the.|]btnijrii.Qf his hearers into some prolitabie re- 
Bections anon the event; and, in f€plu<, said to 
thentf Do think that these Galileans were 
notorious synners above all the rust of the Gali- 
leam^that tha^ suffered such sad things as these, " 
and #erc cu|;<)ff in so ^^isemble a manner? If3 
you do, y^ are very iih^t to judge of Ihe con¬ 
duct of Providence; for, howsoever you may 
censure them, as shewn hereby to be the most 
enormous sinners, I tell No; you are not 
to coin hide from hence ibis was the case; but^ 
except you iepenf^ you.shall aUperish thus,^ 
veugcauce will overtake you iu your evil ways, 
and, in the desolating juf^gments tlmt;will shorU 
ly come on your whdeitation,'the blood of ma¬ 
ny of you shall be mingled with your sacrifices. 

Oi\ to instance in another unhappy case that 4 
Mas lately occurred, I mean that of those eigh¬ 
teen men on whom the tower in Siloani/elit and 


Cioil to be tbeii only Vi'ereicn, and were 
^'> iiiK-ilv avt.i»t to a snlitniiiiiioii to the 
Uoni. ii power, ib.uihe\ iceouniid itiin- 
ljvihilt(.i pay tribute tiolo < Whar, and 
vioiild endure llie grC’itebi tor* 
ihi nt< thin give iny man thi- title of 
lotil 'I'liis .hid IV IS inobably the i treon 
vihiiiii Gjinaliel letivi to bv Iho name 
ol J.idav ol Galilte, Acts v. :t7.—Jose* 
pli > due not mem 1011 the slaughter of ’ 
tli(v (i.ililesiis (which, bv the wav, 
m ikcs * Zeger ii's miciprpi.aMon very 
inipiobable that 'hey wen actuapy slam 
at the altar in cuiittfop’ of the Wmpiej} 
but he lecunls aii auliun of Pilate that 
iniich r s, mbles itt of the maimtrof hia 
lieatingthf .^alllarl'aui,, .\nU(). Jib. vviii. 
•t.'p. t (al .1,1'J 1 —Pedtaps this s ory 
of the Gahli'ansYnight miwbe nn nlioiiedv 
toChiist with a dcMgu of lead'ng him. 
into a'ton'C, nlatli i !e should justify of 
condemn the pcisuas that were slain. 


S You tkoll allpensh thus, w<rsfJl*s uata- 
XtiwJi ] Some Content themselves with 
rendering itt shall all peruk m veil as 
theif; and posdhlv nO'> more may he in¬ 
tended; yet I he rendering I prefer ap¬ 
pears to ■><* more literal; and 1 the ratlier 
choose it, beeait‘« (as Grotius, 1 iHotson, 
WJntby, ai)d^aay others .have ob.m* 
ed,) theiej^its a remarkable'resemblance 
between thIefAta of ibese Galileans and 
that of (he whole Jewish nation, the 
flower of which was slain at Jenisalem 
bv ihe Homan sword ihilethey weie as¬ 
sembled at one of their great fe&tn alv; 
(see Joseph. Bell, .liid, lib. vi. 'cap. 9. 
(al. vii 1*7.) § 3i 4;) ^ud many tliou- 
saiida of ^em pcriKhi^ ^ the temple it¬ 
self, and jvCre (as thoir own historian re- 
presepts'lt at large,] literally burii^l un* 
dei its mins. Joiteph Heii. Jutl. lib. vi. 
cap 4, (al. rii 10,) & 6, & cap. 3, (al 
viill,)5I, a. 



m ' CMs/ de/ivmMepakdie’i^^e 

" ' ^ ' if ‘ . ^ j 

'w*;t. slew (hem/ da yoi^ikink tliei/ wen greater ^ 

ftnd(^rs imn i^U th^fit^^inluihitaj^s of Jentaa- SJjThat“d«elt \n 
‘‘p^ Icm^ ^l»at tbey tvt^e tliiB proifitlei^all^y siaglcd Jerusalem? 

\m*^j de&iructioaf I tellmu^ Nat. you would ^ \ leii ypn. Nay, 

judge very, rAsidy if you werain g^m'ral to draw t shaif all 
tiucb conclusions j for the best of men j^ay be pewise iiemh. 
involved with others in temporal ealamhjes ; ' 
bui remember what I told ypii be/oue, that, ex¬ 
cept you repent, ^oii shalf{(tU perish yAsjcj^f'you * 

shall be pressed uiukf the Uisupnor^le of 
the divine vengeance^ he .destroyed uhder 
the ruin.H of that holy city in ypu trust. 

6 order to awaken them a)jc^^j^,ctually ® 

to such deep md serious repeirtejice^ tomC had a 

this puraykto th^m; Xpete wtis tkj^itawmttn tree pionied m hn 
^N\\ohad afg-tree)ikwkdmhiavi^urd'; owd Vineyaid, and ho 

he came^ fpr several successive seasmis, searcinng thmoJ‘^3'’fo«ncl 
't for fruit upon it, hut,He found none. at ninic 
length, despairing of any better success, he said "i ■ h‘'n ^*'<1 
, to the <•«/)«• ef & vin^ttrdt BehoU, these three 

peanimaiuvit^Imve^oioldokfor^ruttup- uio«e thn-.- vf.ns i 
on tlm}.g-trt‘c,and^t\^Jfndnopxi cutit down «»'"<' I'uit 
tlierefore iEnniediatelyj^ a barren tfcc:; totxvhy i^*“ * ,"*'1 

does It thmmmer tpw^gr^nd, filing u|) the do»n, why cumboi. 
. place of more profitable 'vhh it>> useless eib it tfcie ground ? 
bulk, and drai^igai^ay nourishment from those 
8 that grow rou^ H ? Jiut such-'tyas the concern . ® he anRwor- 
ot the vine-dresser for its preservation, that he i,ord, 4 ^tiiflioiiethif; 
said to him in repljj, .S^ir, I desire iliou wouldst ^ear also, till i shall 
It^ it alone this year also, till 1 ^kaU dig uji the 


« Oh ft/iiim tmiDer m iS¥o<nn JK/, and 
ifm llirab] Froib ilw fbunwn or Silmm, 
wbiuli Htsf wititoilt tlie wttlls 'rf 
a little Rtrem :fliiwed into t^teentf, {1u. 

> .n, 6,^ whlph W received inei a klird^ 
busortvftMtil'Svniehave the' 

same wHth tfre pftot *1 *«(6' I#. 

Kmgi XX. iJi. Jfrj'Pw. 

uiid John v, 2; ix. 7.) Being neat twe 
tetofilc, it is no nowhr Uil4t nvony file* 
tfuented it for puMScati^rn; tint the ra- 
^ iaiiuiy oeea»i«Mt«d by tie niil' at the 
ncighbeuring .toxHnr is -not, I- can 
iittd, nientiooj^ any nihfre nd^'hcre;- 
teohnbly it hint Anirpechd^vt^flUetv Idp 
leaKt; and aumecif CiiriiA’s 
Uieii have baen at>,1iQtiH>»lnnl^1&wini(ia^ 
indeed take:. Hm Stibam Mr have been 
Shiloh, the (ilare where the 'tnbcriKiicle 
w.H'Vust fettled, (.fosb. xmii 1^ Psal. 
•,\Mii. fO,) but without sufficient tea*- 
> 01 ), fife Jlriisitis ill loc.—-This lii'.t in-' 
iiif'i’ I'luhi srdnm homerc-jiertsinou' 


'to tlie ptirpoic th in the fopfrer, .t*. tlvie 
■wail nm bniuan interpnsii ion attending th« 
death of th«'se men j Mxtfiat it; seemed nioit; 
immediaielvpruvidenti.iltiinn lliet of iIk 
€^1 i1eans whom tilate had mH^^sarnnl 
^'r^icie thiee y-’iies-l SlnrtV Itiiie snp- 
pqiied that these woids nlliidu lo the lime 
at Obrwi’s pervunl mfnt‘'irv, winch, as 
inb*>t hail’compnled the chionu'imv ol 
thaNcw TesUoiCnt, h.'iilnuw lust dthm 
;r‘«iX8! bttt it is certain, the pnliencr ol' 
Gedbure with them inueh louder than 
another “yemr. Orotius therefuie thniKs 
it inoie pnjhahle it maj.' refer to the i- 1 - 
t«ro of a which if it bear iit all, 

, gcneratly di^^it, wiHnn three 

^yeais after itfstplanted; butinisiht lo lie 
.lltne be lookesd upon barren, if it had 
diaappeintod the ti\ pee tat ion ut ihepl.aut" 
ec three ynars tcg^thri after ti c tunc m 
winch It sliDiilil baie yl'ided (rill wli. i 
Was rct '•')! • 



■ ion 's an ilns gaiit and danger qf uitfrulf/ulne^s, 129 


ibout jt, sod ground akiui if, and Ly duTig to the root of it. 
if it bear perhaps it mui/ bear fruit and if so, 

fiim, -*«•//• and if It !•» »oll, and tilou jjFCservest tliy tree; but if 
u.it, ih^n jftf'r that not, after this thomhalt, if thou pleasest, cut it 
d .w'li *’**^*^ dou'n, and 1 vmII say nothing farther to prevent 

it. 13y which parable our Lord did plainly re¬ 
present to the ,)evvs the Divine displeuMire 
against them for having negleeted the matiy 
opportunities they had enjoyed as planted in 
the vmey ard of (jod*s church, (compare Isa. v. 
1,12; xvvii. 2, 3;} and iivau aw'ful manner inti¬ 
mated, that though they had hitherto, at his in¬ 
tercession been spared, yet, if they coiitmued 
unfruitful luider ihe additional cultivation they 
were shortly to receive on the fiescent of the 
Spirit, and the proposal of the gospel in its full 
extent and evidence,they must expect nothing 
but speedy, irresislilile, and irrecoverable ruin. 


SECT, 

OXVi. 

Liike 
XIII. 9 


IMPROVl MFNT. 

W'fiK ii of us may not learn a l(“'Soii for himself from this in-Ver. (- 
siriictiM' parable of the tree^ Have we not long been planted 
in (rod\ ^ineijanf and favoured with the culll^utIon of liis'oi* 
tiitijiices, yea, with the dews of Ins grace too; and yet how little. 
fiat! h:oe we borne in proportion to those advantagos? How7 
long has he C'^nu’ sceldmf iV in vain, white we have fruslratt'il tfie 
lJll)^t nasonable expectat'ons, pel haps not only for three, hut 
sioeial of us for more tlun thirty years? Womlorlul is it that 
the dreadful sentence has not long sineo gone forth .igainst u.s, 

('at them dou'ii, :ehy cumber (hey the ground? We owe it io;_' 
tic.- latenmion of our blessed Redeemer, the Great Keeper ot' 
the garden oi (iod, that this has not long since heen our ease 
Let /<' not be luph-minded, hut jear ^ (Kom. xi. 20.) L'*t baneri 
•^Diners rclleet ifiat tins may bi3 the las't year, jierhaps indeed 
the lad month, or la^t day of their tiial; for even now aKo I'-c; 
t/it ace laid at the roof q) the trect (Mat, in. 10.) And let them 
remenilifi, th:it though there be hope of a t) ee, when it ein 
d/ru'ii, that it may sprout again, (Job xiv. 7 ) yet, wlien the 

*’ lefhujh tf marl /tear ftnU x’rtv rtlio addition il lulluattun, ) 

III,.,. llit'oiif^Mi il Sum,-'- I'lie cxtraonlinaty nu'iin, ust'd tu biiiij; 
tliin,' of an abrupt May of spoakinjt, of llu-in to lOpciitanre atter the icsurrec- 
nbi( li H ijiht'hus hns prudiiecd uiaiiy ex- lion of Ciinst, by the elfiisiuti ot Ins Spi- 
iiripl''., (Annot. o\. Xcu. p, IDS;) rit, and the preaching: ot ihe aI,l^^llcs, 
b'l! f iitjiik the way of rdidonnij the niiKhl, with gro.it pr.>|,iietv becxpiciied 
idi'i: 1 1 liavL' here used, uuiild .ml it in hy dig^ging tound ihe Oarii ii tiee, lud ap 
,M(». lit tlio.e lllstJllec^, ))ll jii ; \Urm ompostur ilun f 111 iK I'j'),- 

\il| II I< 



liJb , Christ cures a crooked tvoman m the sunagogue. 

htCT doom K <-\c(’ut(:d oo t’iciii, their ro-^t u'ill he ns rottenness, and 
their bh^stmn u'ltl go up like dust, (Isaiah v. 24 ) and exery tree 
brings not /arth good Jruit will be hcu'n doxen, and cast 
into the fire. 

Lt’t sncli ilu-refore mcclnalc terror wlipii the judgments if 
God are abro^ul in /heiat/h, and, when others are overwhelmed 
in riiiii, let them not harshly censure the siiflVrers, as if they 
;{ 5 wtMc greater sinners than any others', but let them apply that sa- 
* lutar^, thnii. h uwliil, udnionition to their own -.onU, repeating it 
again , rid aj.i ii, t il they are vricked to the heart by it, E.xcept 
ije repiiif, ye shall all-likewise perish. 

'reni!)l'‘ indeed wa-. the case of those whose blood Pilate 
nnn^lrd with their saenjices, and of those who were d.ishcil to 
j.pii Cfsin a inomi'iit by the Jail of Siham's tower: but infinitely 
more dreadful will hi- tlie condition of them Jail into the 
hands ij the living*(jod, (Heb. x. 31.) especially of those de- 
/■eiiciN who, having surrounded liis altars with the h\pi)criti('al 
foiins of devotion, shall themselves be made the victnns of Ins 
instice, and he eiuslied by the resistless weight of his almighty 
vcn^eancf. 


SECT. CXVII. 

Christ cures a crooked woman in the synagogue, and vinduaie^ 
his doing it on the sahhath-dai/; undaj'terwfirds repiaLs Uu pa- 
vab'e.^ of the grain of mustard seed, and of the leuicn. Cuke 
Mil. 10—22. 



LUKK XIII. 10. 

^|’'HUS our Lord went on in his journey 
through Calilce for a considerable tune, 
Li.kf he was teaching in one oj the synagogues 

JCIli 10 .fO/ the sabbath-day. Behold there was pre- 
11 sent a poor disabled woman, who (as ihe Jews 
used commonly to expr 'Ss ii, and was now ac¬ 
tually the case) hud been affltefed by a spirit 
I'J 'Weakness »no less tiiaii eighteen years , and was 
bowed together in so sad a manner that IVean 


IlkE Xllf 

M lu’ ^^a•' n .li li- 
iri'; 111 iPiii 111 tlie 

sMiaw;iij^iU'.i (111 the 

.allhat h 

1 ( \it<l, bi'hdh], 
till're was a W( 1111111 
winch hail .1 ’']iiiii 
of iiifnniity (iirliti'i u 

VIMI-. Tiid w.i. Imiw- 

cd logi'ilu-raiidruiihl 


■*//«(/hiTii nfflirtr-il bv c pml i^f , lid, in somo maladies tin 
nr. ] It IS i>i j cud ill ihf Ji ivs .ipj.rc tac efiso, is iiitimand hv om 1 oiil's ri r 
Tienih il th.nl all reiiiiirkaiili'cTisoidcrs nf plylieic, ur. Ii^, andhy''t I’ii’'1's ivduls, 
hodi |iio'iC(kil fimn the operation of I ("oi \ where lie .speak of (Iclmi- 
sonii- mciunaiit demon. Peih.ips they ing <iri oflendee to Satan for the diMim - 
might dr,iw an irjniiienf fiom whale tioii of Ihe Hesh —'I hi tdjnc iswiyin- 
suid i>t sai.ui s agency iD the •tdlictiQiio'r diei .us)i ha died bv iliac ilh 'trnni. wii- 
.Toh (chap 1 and 11 )and fioni Psal \ei. ter N'r Ih wc, (sec his wmks lol If. p, 
d (I'lniiji lie septiMif 1 and I ^am wi. 'Idl),‘ini acit ihi ic ais uieiniini. 
1-1 Tin _v al^,) ciiii!.idcied Satan a. Im' . 1 . 11 I en I'rlaining remarks WuUins'i. 
:i y flu ^ ‘Ufi ly /Aiifit. Ihb, ii I \nd tins' fevt. 



Illlicd (jOiI. 


‘f ' 

Offtnce is taken at his healing on the sabbath: 13 f „ 

II, no wise lift up the time it first seized lier, she teas ufterlt/ ioi- sset. 

al>le to raise hersetf upright, ** or to stand straight. *- 
1 '2 Anil W lien Jesus Jcsiis Seeing he)', and intimately know- 

her, lie oniicd iiig all the sail'.‘ircumsianct's of her afflictioiijxm i*2 
>1 to hmi. and the diffienlty with which she was then come 

»w?arUoosctl "irom toattend the solemnitiesof DivintMvorship there, 
i>ime iniiruiiiv.- edited her to him, and said to her, lVoma}i, thou 
art loosedf)'0'n that affliction which tlioii hast 
long been under by leason of My Xi'iakness and 
ri \ii<i In- laid All, malady, ^hd, as he was .speaking the.se words, i:, 
iMiids 1.11 iici and he laid his hands upon her. And immediaiclij she 
luimidiiiti-iv she wjs sfraishf , so that 

iiMuc siriiuht, and i ^ i i r '■ n « ^ 

she stood IxTOie them all in an erect poitnre, 
and moved with as much ease and freedom a.s 
if she had never been disabled . and, as was 
most misonahle, she in a very affectionaio man¬ 
ner glorified God before the whole assemiily; 
praising him for so signal and unexpected a 
favour, and deelaritig how long her illness had 
continued, and how dL\speiate and incurable it 
was thought. 

Ihit a ruler of I he synagogue,'' instt.id of 14 
joining in,ackinnvledgmeiits of till' Divine powi.T 
iiiit mul goodness displayed in that gracious aciion 
'* of our Lord, was moved with indignation, vvhich 
’ he Oiid.ivoured to disguise under the torm of 
pii^'ty and zeal; and, as if he only had been 
.iiigry because Jenif had hialcd her on the sah- 
bat/i-day, he answered and said unto the people. 

There arc sir day', on wfudi ihe coniiiion work 
of human life must he done, on some of fhei,' 
iherejnre you may purely find time io conic and 
be /hull’d, ctnd should not make those applica¬ 
tions on the sabbath-day, vvhich ^oii know is 
appioprijted to the sacred purposes of religious 
rest and vvoisliip. 


I V Vhll llu 

(till ' \ llll".!.. 

‘1>’|1-(1 Mllihj 

ll.l'l licull 
.ll).ltll-lld\ 
lilii tlir 

’(•i’ll’ .irr vi\ 

111 >' III. Ii till II (iUi;f|| 
'I iioik 111 (him 
(ill *fiii( I’OIIU' .'liul 

til.' Ii'mUiI 11.1 111,1 

oTi (Ik- .j.ibli.ii 1 il.iv 


*' l"n/‘> 'll i.ihiK>i In uiiiP l.ein'tl iiji^isihl ] 
Mils 11 . si',II III ii>i il ViijUivi, rcUllhhiij.1111 

wre?/'.sM'iUs |)ii ti'i.ilili to rli.it III her, 

«'llli,ll llu* MukK 'ToS’avliXf; llll|i(ht b»‘,,| ^ 
“ .SA.' (.1 tM n„t liji hi I If n/i so as tu stand 
fidfeUiv a,ai\hl.'' (Ciinipiit‘}ftb in. 
Gi ) For on the midcim^ ] h.iic 
Ill'll, nliii-h iM’i]ii,illy literal, the mir.'i- 
< Il apjicais iiuioli iiigiG iiiipoitant tiun 

oil till iiiliei. 

i" I ru' 1‘1 I'l flic ir/vi}£|i,_'«,' ] It IS plain 
tl, Ii ill. ii. Well' SOI rial ruleis ol (hr 'aine 
*■1 II r ii.'ie (Crui'p.m* Maik I '21, let- 
I'.i I >, XI >11 I r ) Vntl Dr. I.iiclitfiuot 
■II ! V 1 '1 IP ; I I'l It r iiS I 1 111| (!) it iiit'iorv 
i. I . Ill I r 'Iku ' i I . 111 'll)"i»', Ci.i I 


were .It least ten nirn who wcie i.liliii-i d 
Ciiiistantl} tu .ittriiil (III the piihlii iiiir- 
ship in It OI tlirise, liinc mie i'il!i.d 
ivLr\, iiiio pirsiiled in'liri’i'tiiig ihe (un¬ 
ship, andjiiilgcd ot smli liuli di pulis 
aud nilgailoiis as uii)fht be drin mnied 
111 the synatru^nej but not witbout .t le- 
seric of appeal tu thi' several siiiieiiur 
('Hurts. If lit thChr tiiree theie w.i-i any 
line who had a diatinguishtd niitlioiiiy, 
and inii^hl bv wa\ nl emiiienrt Im cjIIi J 
th, ritlci a! the i‘,iia Ur, it is s1i.iii‘,'’c tliC 
.leivish KutLis 1 nut tu nirntiiiu it^ ivlmb, 
so fai as 1 LMii I'eulliOt, thei nnei d.i 
.Il U iihius I 11 (Ills test, K,il 
Sinar \ et p ''s. 



132 But Jcsm lindicalc sJwmelfbi/tchat tlmidid/of their beasts. 


Thai the Lnrd answered him with a just se- 
fiwii, vcTuy, and said, T/mi hypocrite, who tlius 
tliy piTtCTidfd zeal for the honour of 
a'<))ecions cloak for thv 
inahcc' agajnsr me, art thou Jiot sclf-con.lemncd ^ 
J)o('s not every one <fj/on, oven the f’harise<?s 
and rnl<‘r^ of '»vniigi>om*iiainoni> the rent,'’ wich- 
out any s(.iii))l'“ or hlarno, loose his ox or/u\ ass 
from ihe riiun:^er, and lead hint away to dnnk 
on ihe. '^.ihhifh-diiij, as well as on any other; 
ihmiL'h th.' work be more servile than what 1 
h.ive ilnne, and the occasion far less iinjjortant^ 
i‘> Acri!’, it you ha\e such a rciiard to the thirst of 
one of } our cattle, //much more ap- 
uarcnt\y Jit, that this good wontan^ who is a 
oclicvini^ daughter of Abraham, whom Satan, 
bv the I)iv me pcrincs''foti has bound ;n this cruel 
in.miior,/o, foi these iiffhteen years together, 
slmnld be iotned froen this bond even on the sab- 
bath-day, especially when it might be effected 
wiLliont any labour, by no iiioie than a word 
and a touch' 

n And xvhen he had said these things, alt his 
opposers were ashamed, and perfectly confound¬ 
ed bv the sircngtli of such obvious and conclu- 
‘■ivc reasoning; and all the multitude who were 
prc'sciit rejoieed \n his triumph; they were 
grc'atly dcliglitcd with all the wonderful and 
glorious things that were done by him, in which 
theu* was so amiiiblc a display of Ins goodness 
as well as his power. 

IS Now on this occasion, fojthe farther encou¬ 
ragement of his fi lends, and confusion of his 
eueinies, onr Lord thought‘proper to intimate 
the urcat increase of his kingdom, uotwithsiand- 
iiig the malignant opposition it should meet with, 
which he illustrated by two parables formerly 


1 j The T.'.nl then 
anssrred him, and 
said, Thou kypix'i itc, 
doth not each one of 
you on the sabbath 
loose Ins ox or m iis.s 
from the stal!, and 
lead Am a^ay to va- 
tenag > 


111 And ought not 
this uoinan, hciii'' .i 
daughtci of \lira- 
iidin, whom Satan 
hath bound lo ilieso 
■ ighre II w’.irs he 
lo is^d tioiii thia bond 
OD the sabb.ith day ^ 


17 And will'll In' 
li id said thi'-.( Hi nix'!, 
.til his adu'iaaiJCS 
neic asliauud ■ .iiid 
all the ppopk' m'Iim - 
rd for ail tliegluiiLiiia 
things th.ilwcu'donc 
by him. 


1 iibii said li' 


' Lm’ii the riiarifcons and ri’ifi'! of 
sj nugoiriK's .nnoii? th" rest.] Had nut 
this his II g< iieially till ease the answer 
woi Id Hut ha\e haen siiHieient for con 
Mction ;n the present eirruinstance. 
I'erha^is this ruler iiii.;!it that veiv d.iy 
havt'hr'eii jurformtiig surh an office for 
one 1 1 his ealtlc wiili his own hands. I 
s.ty, Ati (Kc ‘I hwnL ; for it vas bv no 
means «*t>sential to his being a ruler of'he 
syiuig'igiie that lu h lold be a iitrson of 
'leiilili 01 (bgniu in camniiinliic■ though 


pnibably, in l.irce and spli ndid eiMs 
(sutb fur iiistaiu o as Capernauni .is), 
s«eh pt’isoii* mi!,ht gericrally be cliostn 
—friticj h.i'.e C( ilected pas&Jgea from 
i.ibbiiiical wiittrs, in wliicblhi.\ allow it 
to be lawful to feed <>i water a beast on 
the sabbath day. Soo I.irhif wt flor. 
llobr. ■i’' thti. text; where hi shews they 
were expressly allowed even fu diaw w.iter 
for their be.ists, a inueh inon* |.'iboiioii« 
wojk th.in lending them hi it. See al-o 
WoUon’s Mi-cell \ol II. p 41 —V' 



The parables oj 


rain of ^usUird-seed and of ihe leaven. 


Unto wh.it is the delivered Hsf'vvIlCM'o: flnt/At'w/f/, Tou'hat isihe srcv,' 
Jmrihe«unto^l£j l^^'^Sdom of God hke, and u'hut skdi 1 compm ^ xvk. 

> it (0 or Ijovv IS it that I shall represent the pro-' - 
19 iti!,iik(Mgrain pagiiiion of the gospel in the'world ? Jt tvi/Xf . I/;''?,, 
a grain of muslm'd-sted^ n'hicli a man fork an((\ .< 
and east into his sowtU III /iisgardtH; tf««liom SO minutea.see(l 
garden, and -i grew, If grew to a prodlgiotlS bulk, J/Ild became SUi'/l 

tr!^' " miUh! ^ girut tnc, that the birds of the air came and 
oi* the ail lodged in lodged III its bronchcs'. So shall iny kingdom, 
the branche-. of It, wbich m its first beginning seems to be con¬ 
temptible, diffuse Itself in time over ibe whole 
world, and theinbahirnnts of distunt inir ons >.haU 
seek their shelter in it. (Compare Mat. mii. 1), 

32, and Mark iv. 30—3_’, Vol. I. p. 370, 371.) 
a* again he said, 'I'd what else shall J like a 2U 

'.ii'dliiikuithcTing^ kingdom of God, ot which I liave now been 
dom (It Ood ' speaking ? or bow siiall I describe tlii' efficacy of 
It is like lej’ii'n, ,t ,5 doctrine? It is Uke a little c|uaiitiL\ of-’! 

jn<i!.idtritiiiicinea. d womaii took (Uiil cova'til up in <l 

... nil Uie ma.ss of dotigli, consisting of no lest than ihne 

wh(iic was i.'.iunu-a. qf fjicul ^ aiid yet it insinuated a, id 

dilfiiseti itself ihrouiihnut till the whek lump 
zvas leavened. So shall the gospel make its wav, 
and, by a secret mfiucnce, shall spread its effi¬ 
cacy through the hearts of men, till it lias chang¬ 
ed them into a likeness to itself. (Compare 


Mat. xin. 33, Vol. I p. 371.) 

22 And hp went y/rtd'tfius he wciit thi'oush all ihe principal <2 
thr.iiph tii< cities and villages of Galilee, feucliinp them 
I^g a,!d'‘S’r,rymg 'v’keresocvcr be cum-, travelling on louund 
tunaidi Jerus.aitni. Jerusa/cvi; to wlitch lie had now begun to steer 
his course, as he intended to be thoic at the ap- 
. proachiiig feast of the dedication, (John .v. 22, 
sect. cx.\xiv) and to spend the little reniamder 
of his time during his continuance upon earth in 
that city, or the. neighbouring parts; no more 
returning to these northern region.^ till he ap¬ 
peared here after bis resurrection. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Aoain do we see, in a very instructive instance, the pow'eiMiry i; 
and goodness of Christ. It wrought on a poor de<-pisprl crea¬ 
ture, but oMr Zord considered her ax rt of Abraham, 

and honoured, even in her, whatever traces of her lather Abra~ 
hmn'n faith and piety liis penetrating eye might discern. He' 



134 ' Jiffleet ions on the cure of the crooked woman. 

'jMsct. ze.il aiifl willingiK'ss to on public worship brought bor out, 

'cxvii. though she Could n«t stand upright^ and had probably iq that re¬ 
spect a tiiuch better excise lor stsiyuig at home than man} could 
make who now often absent themselves from the much nobler 
services of the Chustian sanctuary. 

|0, 13 She rqct with Christ m the si/nagogue, and returned with a 
curr. And oh, ‘how many, as the effect of such a ]jions zeal, 
tboH^'h thiy have not been loosed from their infirmities^ have at 
least been greatly strengthened to bear them. 

10 Oar Ze/ it'sats, that Satan hud bound her. That malignant 
encm} to our bodies and souls rejoices in any opporttmity of 
hurting either. Cut it is pleasing to tliink, that his power is al- 
wats miller the conj.roui of Christ ; and therefore shall never be 
exercised on his people aii} fartherthan their gracious llcdecmer 
sees It consistent with their good, and will lake care to lender it 
subservient to it. 

14 lltny gravely does this ruler of ttie-synago(^ue instnu t t!ie peo¬ 
ple m a point of ceieinony, while hii hcait was full of cmniiy to 
fVi/’i'v/, ami liauiemx) against every sentiment of lumian compas¬ 
sion! JustU wa.s his hypocri^j/ confounded ami expuseil. 

We should with jileasute see tliis Sun of Ilightcoir^iiesc thus 
victoriously breaking through those clouds wiiicli envy and ma¬ 
lice had raised tij obscure him, and diffusing his sabred light 
from one end of the heavens to the other With plca*'iire should 
j8, 21 we \ icw the accomplishment of these purahles vvhieli represent 
the siicee.ss of his gospel as so great; and we should daily pray, 
with increasing eamrstness, that all thp remaining nations and 
kingdoms of ihi.'i world may at length become the fingdonis of the 
Lord and of his Chti^L , and sincere conveits flock to him from 
every side, even as doies to their windows ’ (Hev. m l "i, and 
Isa. ix. 8.) 


SKCT. CXVIIT. 

Christ warns his hearers, of the difficulty and nnportam of ni 
tcring into the kingdom of heaven; and is not intimidated by 
the fear of Ileiod from pursuing his worL l.ukc XIII. 23, 

to the end. 


unc iin 


I.IJKE XIII. 23. niKt XIII ‘2 5. 

as Jesus was proceeding in l^is journey 
towaids JerusalciTi, where he de.signed to 
be present at the feast of the dedication,'' being 


* Where he designed to be present it pissagci in a different order, and intro 
the fe.ist of thedediealioo.] Mr. Wbih- dure them after this feast but it does 
ton and tome others place the following not appear that Chi ist was e\er mGalilcc 



Heaven should be sought xvith great and iarhj eare. 13^ ‘ 


ti) him, I,oi(] <irc 
thfrf’ f/*w tfut ht; 
vaiuil' \nd hu said 
'into thoiii, 


2 -i. Strive to enter 
111 at tnc btiait tjate : 
tor main , I sav iiMln 

\oil uI 1 M k o en¬ 
ter 111, and ‘■hail not 
he abk. 


he I onee the 
Masti r (il lie house 
IS ii»eii ui and hath 
'■hut In tliL diioi id 
\e lieuiii III stand 
uiiliiMit, and to 
kiiii k at till door, 
.-asiiij;, Loid, lainl, 
>peu unto us, and 


attended by so\cral of his disciples, in a pretty ''fct. 
large compass which he took by the vva\, one of '' m- 
thorn said to huiiy Lofdj mvthere [An/]/l a; /hut , 
shall be savid? Surely, if thy kingdom be so xin. ; 
exteii'ive as thcsc jiarablcs intimate, (sec ver. 
19,21.) the number must be very considerable. 

But he said to ihent^ Instead of amusing v our- 
sehes with such curious inquiries with ivlation 
to otheis, attend to it hat riioiv nearly concems 
you, and be solicitous to scM iirc your own safe¬ 
ty ; And let me urge it upon you, that you2f 
exert your utmost strength to enttr in a! the 
strait gatwhXvM I formcily mentioin d .is IimlI 
mg to eternal Ine, (Mat vn. i+, \ ol. I p. 2 if:), 
and strain, as it were, evejy nuu* to htcak 
your way through those enemies wlio me a'lrays 
icady Ig oppose your passage ’.Jor 1 ser misly 
tell yon, the time iscoihmg, unen vwny u'lU im¬ 
portunately seek to enter in,‘ and shall not In 
able to do it 

And, howsoever they may now despise and l-’s 
tillle witli the means ot grace, this mil hcM ur- 
tcr be the case, eicn with the most stupul and 
negligent of mankind, as soon as ei'er the gicat 
Lord and Master of the Juinily shall, as it w'cro, 
have risen up from his seat, ana with bis I’wii 
authoritdtire hand shall have shut ami ban -d 
the door ; ** and you, among tlie rest, shall beiivi 
to stand without, and to kinnk at the door, '<ay~ 
ing, with great earnesiniss, Jjord, /.urd, wo 
beseceb tbec, open to us: but }C>u will cry in 
vam, and he wlio now so gracioiislv invites and 

ft C' m m 


hfifiirc his ri’siu i cction, fiflur thisj on rney 
111 nas induod a I'.phrami, ui kphii'in. 
(k-tifixi, ftt, stri: Lvli;) bui, as that 
lIt^ 1 . 1 V on thr* foil' lies of the trilir of 
Bi ii'niiim, lit no (crval d'stanre fi'iiti Je- 
lu.alcjn, (1,1'ibtfiiot'' IUsi|iii‘-il Choio^. 
Ill Joan. f.i|i Ol ^ I ) thu iirgiiinent 
Mhirh Ml \t hi St on drai'S fioiii thcnfc 
in faoiur of his uidvr must b« vciy in- 
f orif 1 usu c. See Vi histon’s J larmoi^y, p. 
'^8.) and ->0rl. 

■* '\eit yoHT utmost strength to enter m 
ot (h< htniU gnie.l Tlu’ onBinal «_ord 
ayai/i^rr-^r fully expresse'- this It ioi- 
poit I hr .icl of rovlemlinit in the most 
Jnieiit .iiid rrsidiiteinannri uulhoiilagoiiti/s 
in games, or in Ma'r , and iiviy well inti- 
ipatr, that the ilrail gate is beset mib a 
\arK'ty of etimies, through whicli, if wr 


aspire to a cronn ofet'innl tjl iv, mi. 
mrst bieakiwOftricmi' i i.y .i i*'i icsrn- 
tatiun equallyjusi a.id aH'aknunj,' t'oiii- 
pai'c 1 Cur ix< 2.>, Col. i. , 1 'I uii o 
I'J, and 2 fun. iv, 7, 

‘ flan/ wC/ seek to etiTet in ] Thr 
Prussian ifjMOO ifiidir it, »/<«// //■>/, or 
altemta hut I appri'lu'iid lio'o the < iiii- 
text, that it rtdfrs to iiiqouiuiialf oii- 
treai es sihcn the^ nrif .o luadi fx< hid¬ 
ed, rather than to feeble .ui niptH n'ov, 
though It IS an awful ti-th lliat. these 
likeivise mil he un'iu les'-riil. 

^ ITte moitn of the ftimdij &.«' ] 'llieif. 
IS a majesty and p.ithos in (h)!i pass.iB'', 
as 111 many otirirs, whn.li no p.siaiihi is<- 
(an rtt.iiii, in wlueh Ihe viry nords u* 
uur Luld do nut make a pait 
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Mam) at last shall cY\)in vain to hcmlmifted. 

SECT, waits upon you, shall then vephj to you, I knoro he •'hall answer ami 
^xvni. you vt)i, who you arc, or from wkmce you are 

but determine to treat yon as strangers, an . 
xm% IneiuLshii) or regard, and 

who have never been approved liy me. 

Some of ^ou may perhaps then plead an inti- Sfi Tijwi shall y-e 
mate acquaintance and professed friendship, and 
urge the privileges that you once enjoyed, and 
the conspicuous figineyou made in his church; tum h,ist tanghi m 
but if any of yon can carry it so far as that oiir.stn. u 
you shall be^m to iay. Lord tee have eaten'and 
dnvifi in thij preAnice in a familiar manner,'^ 
niid Ihini hast thyself lived among ns, and often 
tan^hl in our streets and houses, -tio that thou 

27 canst not sure have forgot us: Nevertheless, ''all 

he Will persist in di.sovvning you, and say, 1 tell 
you again, J know you not, and whatKoever you miu 

jnetcud to, I leg.inl not whence you art; all the 
formerrel.uioii to which you refer is, (as it yyere) 
blotted from iii^ reiiienihrante, since yoiirhearts 
were still insincere, and your lives uii'^uitablc to 
your fair professions ; and therefoie depott 
from me, all ye that b.ibirually practise iniquity \ 
for noiii’ of y oiii character shall eyer be admit¬ 
ted here (Compare ^lat. vii. '22, 23. Vol. 1. 
p. 219, 2.)0.) 

23 This awful yvord, how little soever you may 
now regard it, shall yvouiid you to the heart, t and u 

and throw you into aoomes of eveilastmg^iles- '^'hninTn 

pair: and there shall he the hitferc*st weeping 
and gnashing of the teeth for madness and rage, ami all lu 
t wAc?/your holy ancestors, y/hv/Z/dWi, •'["fe''"" 
and Isaac, andJacob, and all the prophets of iho o'V 

siicccediiigages,i?i actual possession of f/u king¬ 
dom of God i and shall find your'eh fs cast out 
ivith contempt, and thrust back yviili just indig- •’'> Ai.d ii.ii! 

29 nation I'ea, they shall coins from the most dis- 

tant heathen lands, even from the east and (f c u” 

west, and from the north and the sou'h, and shall d,Dd fyo'n tiie south,’ 


® e have tattn on'? drmh m thj fic- 
ic'ice.'] Fertmps’Koxne of ^hc «in« tliou- 
.-and whom he had ft d by oiiite^lemny 
at last he in this iiii-eiatilr ituRibir. 
(Comparf .folm vj.Sh.)—Ujcoiiii's refers 
it to 'heir ha\ in^» .»ton the s»li ilircs pir- 
senlid la Ood arcoidin^ to the Alo-aii' 
'•cnMitittipn —ButdifYntrit jv i join, may 


use this plea indtfrcient Venscs, and tlii'v 
who, «Iijlt' tlipir heart, were hardi'iiod m 
1 Milieu I tonce and ulihclief, haie pi 
the Lord’s supper by an inwviriht p.tr 
tjcjpation oLIt, witlliad a sad scnsf )«' 
collar to ihcmselves, Ihon-'liit ought in’ 
Lo I’liiPrty intended 



J 

fh*i 


Hk I 

Jahl 


Some think to lettify him with a threatening from Herod ; 13T 

na shall sit down in sit d&wn in jovful rntjititiides, to partafec of tho S'Er = 
h*: kingdom of (.od. }|(^yg(,iy bunquct WUb voiir pious atlcestOTb /;icxviir. 

the kingdom of (iod, whili? you are utterly ex- 
eluded frofij It. (Cornpare Mat. viii. U, l‘i,xiii. j? 
and note/Vol I, p. 30:J.) 

30 Ani, behold /^ndj behold, this sMli the case, not onlv 

.'iMh bT fStrmS ^ numbers ; for there are 

core fust niiuh mapy who art now hiH in point of religious ad¬ 
vantages, jfAdW then Aejfrs/in honour and 
happiwtoss; and Meretfre manywho now appear 
firsty that sh-all theft be found last , and, on ac¬ 
count of tlwir abused privileges,■shall appear as 
the roust lUfam'Oiis and miserable of rnanktiid, 
(Compare Mat. six. 30, and Mark x. 31, sei:t. 
cxxxvii.) 

These things 4ur Lord .said in his journey 31 
i 'i 's'av" Oalilce towards Jerusalem ; making 

unto him, (.“oi many pauses in his way, that, in consequence of 
> out, .uui U' 11 , 111 , the shortness of his stages, he might have an 
' ofiportunity-of glcater usefulness. And it came 
to pass on that day^ when he uttered the.se dis¬ 
courses, some of the Pharisees came, and that 
they might, if possiblo, intimidate and drive; 
him to a distanix*, they said to him, Go forth, 
and depart from hence, with all possible speed, 
into the territories of some other prince, for 
Herod the tetrare.h, in whose dominions thou 
art, is at this 'vei*y time determined to kill thcef 
as he did .John the Baptist, thy friend and asso¬ 
ciate, and seeks out an opportunity to effect it. 

Put Jesus was so far from being at alt alarm-3U 
.' mi'u-ii”hatfo>!’ iii»! intimation, J:bat he said to them with 

ii.-iiiiMstoutricvii!., great steadiness, Go, and tell that fox, that 
ami i do cuii‘>. to craft}', wickcd, aiid voracious prince, Behold, J 
*'!d th( * third out demons, and perform cures in thy du- 

laii lie iicrfi'i'icii miHions to-diiy (tnd to-morrow, and carry on my 
work a little while longer, and the thiid day J 


Hi The ‘.aiiie day 
re 


" tor 
l.i kill !' 


r>I And li‘ iiaiii 


r III ml IS dtUrmned h) kill thee ; ^l^fl 
a I airojtlsiv'd ] For ^lic forcc of this 
phiase compare notc'^ anJoha\ii. It, 
■'cct \i'ix. tuid note* on John i. 43, Vol. 1. 
11 in —It is rcry probable, doiiMilcr- 
ing b'lth the ri ick^ character and sus- 
piciu.is temper of Herod, that, though 
he h.itl .1 ciiiio-'.ity to see Christ, (com¬ 
pile 1 ukc IX. 9 xviii 8 ) he was uneasy 
at his spending so much time in Caiilce, 
]<>'t he should occasion him someembar- 
1 Ls.incnl either with regard In the .Fews 
01 tlie FuQianb, yet tearing, after all the 


anxiety nhich tbe murder of .hdin thr> Bap¬ 
tist had given him, to make .iim atti mpt 
on hia life, he n^ht think Lt Ihos to 
endeavoui to terrify him «itli an empty 
thieaienmg. In this view tlicre would 
be a peCiili.nr propriety m c.illiiig him 
fnv, rather than hon, wolt, or l)e,ir, to 
wbirh saVage bc.'ists the puiplicU had 
sometimes, w>th a pijinnesa bccomin^'^ 
their character, compaicd wi'kcdpiiii- 
ces. Compare Zephaniali in .3 j Catkn l 
XXii. 'J7; and Piov. XV 11 . 12. 
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SBCT. 

Luk 

XlIJ ; 


Bill fie is not afraid qf his design against his life. 


shall be perfected; s for the appointed time vrill 
(jtiickly come when 1 shall finish my eourstj, 
rtfi.l have done all that I intend here. In the 
jtnean while be may well allow me a license to 
stay in his territories so loiif:, at least on such 
kind and giacious designs : or howsoever he 
may be unwilhii ' to allow it, yet, nevertheless 
1 \nu^t go on in this leisurely progress {as I just 
now said,) to-day^ and and the third 

dai/f rill tlv determined season comes in which 
my minisMv shall be fulfilled ; nor do 1 fear the 
circcts oi Herod’s malice ; for it cannot be sup- 
pvH’d that a prophet should perish, or be put to 
death, any \v\wre out of Jerusalem that un. 
happy city, the seat of the supreme court, chal¬ 
lenging, as It were, to itself iJie sad prerogative 
of h. ing tJie slaughter-hou.so of the messmigers 
of CiOlk 

And upon tiiis, turning, in thought at least, 
towards Jerusalem, though it lay at the flis- 
lance of so many miles, he took up a most 
affect ionatc lamentation over it, and said, 0 Je¬ 
rusalem, Jerusalem, thou guilty and miserable 
city ! who, tliongii thou Irast been distinguished 
by divine favours beyond any place on earth, 
yet, with the utmost iinrratitudc and cruelty, 
slai/fst the prophets, and slonest, as the vilest 
malefactors, those who are sent unto thte as the 
ambassadors of God ! Jlow ojten would 1 hate 
gathered thy children togethh' unto myself, 
with all the tenderness of parental love, and 
have sheltered, comforted, and cherished them, 
even as a hen [^aZ/nr-v] her little brood of 
chickens under her wingsf yet you were still 
regardless of the offers of iny grace, ami 
would not be persuaded to hearken to niy call, 


33 Ne\erthcl»’« I 
inusi uJlk Ui-(ldyand 
tii-uiorruw, and thi. 

day fullo«in|$: foi il 
caunvit be that a prci- 
ph«tp»Tii.h outot'.le¬ 
i’ll saltiD. 


.j'i il Ii’ni'ali’in, Jt - 
ru<tal< m ul i h ki'l- 
f'sl, tlie I'ts .ind 

>.10111’-t I'll I'l 
sent "iilu Ui 
of tin wcnili 
gatbci('dtb\ ‘h Idien 
tng< thcr, .i> .1 hen 
dalh fftthei li r Iniioil 
under her h ingi, and 
yp nuuld not ’ 


S .inti the third dufj Tshall he rirfectei.] 
ATany mippose, ami 1 think very re.ison- 
abl\, that inir I rod ia not to be iiiider- 
stoiid .Is spi'.ikiiig exactly ot three dai/s, 
blit 111 a little petM of time: sec IFos. vi 
‘J; and coiUpah,’ the origlral of Ooii 
xitsi >;, "E"sod. IV. 10, Deut, six. 4; 
Josh. ui. 4, I Sam six. 7; and 1 f'hroii., 
xi 'l ■ ill all «hi<’h phifp-, yesterdn i and 
the thuddai/ .■'l^iiifies tale/y, or a Irihe tihde 
ffjo.—t'li tins intfi pi elation the word 
T ^fl / sh'di be fififeit-nl, in.i\ refer 
ty (.In ixt, finishing the woik of u’dciup- 
tion, and brins by death consecrated to his 


ofilce as the 'rrent High-l’tipst and ( ap- 
tain of our Salv.itlon, as the nord is iisod 
Heb. II. 10; v «, », 10. mi 27,’28 
•> It cattmtl be itipjimed that a prophtt, 
fife ] John the Baptist had lately pi i I'.li* 
pd jii Oalilec; so that the eV.|irp.ssi()Ti I'x 
can import no more than tliih 
v«i Sion expreascl. which I'lsitci ha"hewn 
to bo its proper sense; (Llsner Ohserv. 
Vol, f. p, 249.)—Driisiiis, Protnis, 
Knaichbull, and many other eminent 
critics refer thi- to the right nhicli tin- 
sanhedrim alone had to punish a person 
as a false prophet. 



Vhirht laments over Jerusalem, 
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BchoW yfiur amJ to accept my favour. And now*- alas, be- s^ct. 
lu'ly remark the predic* <’xvm. 

1 s,av unto > 011 , Yc tion aiid cvciU, wo«r house is left unto^ou deso- 
•.h.ti! not iC4> me un- late ; aiitl the nour is just at hand, when yourxijl, 3 j. 
uipn* vP^Thaii'’sn*^ children whom I would have gatheretl to my- 
ri!K%sed is ht thar®**!!* pensh, and yobr temple shall be ut- 
* Gineih 111 the n^oie terly destroyed: awrf, in the meau time, lassur- 
oi the Lord. untoyou. That 1 will quickly cfia'^e my 

labours among you, and retire in such righteous 
displeasure, that you shall see me no morCj till 
the time come when^ taught by your calamities, 
you shall be ready and disposed to say, Blessed 
[be]'he that cometh in the name of the Lord,' 
and bhall in vain wisli for the succour of him 
whom you now despise. (Compare Mat. xxiii. - 
37—39, sect, clviii.) 


1MPR0V^:MI•^T. 

Am) who would not welcome such a Saviour, when hr appears\(.r. 
on so kind a design' who would not bless him that covieih xn the 
name of (he Lord, to gather our souls with the tenderest care, 
and to shelter us from wrath and ruin! that Saviour whose bowels'ii 
jninied over us, and whose heart poured forth its blood for 
us!*'Coo many reject him, and will not hearken to the kindest 
calls of his compassionate voice. Unhappy creatures! the time 
wit come w'lien they too late will be convinced of their fatal 
erroi. 

Let each of us he solicitous for himself. Away with those 23 
xutn curiosities which serve only to amuse and distract our 
thoughts. Let us call, and fix them down to the great concerns 
of our own salvation: and, if we would secure it, let us prepare 24 
to encounter difficulties, and a.s for our lives, to break 

ihrouiih all the opposition of our enemies, and resolutely to en¬ 
ter 2 'i at the strait gate. How many have sought it when the 
(hwr has been barred? and how soon may the great Master of 2b 


■ li-w shall see me m nmret htl—you skull 
f'l'i, Uli "sfd ache that cometh in /hename of 
/he Ion/.] Suijne supposing these wunis 
refer t() the eoiigratulations which thrist 
rei ciM-d oil his eutraiW:c into Jerusalem, 
(Mat \\i 9; Mnrk xi. 10; Luke xix. 38, 
and John vii. 13; sect. c.\hi.1 urge them 
.!< a reason for placiitg tint seeticiii aftr-r 
the i\th and xth (^uraters of .lohn, oi 
l)et*v<'eij the feast uf tne dedication and 
his last passos er. But ns our Lord re¬ 
peats tlicbC wuids ag.iin, after his tri- 
Miiijibant entry, (Mat, xxiii, 39, sect 


clviii.) they must be capable of another 
interpretation, and therefore can alford 
no .such argument; uui is tlicie any in- 
timalion of his return n,to OaliIce be¬ 
tween these two feasts —11 dots m t im¬ 
ply they hlioiild ever see Jesus at all; 
butonly that they should eaincsity wish 
for the Messiah, and, in the extremity of 
their distress, be reaily to «ntertain any 
one who might oiler hnn'-cU under thai 
cliaiacter. Cuinpare Luke xmi 'i'i, 
seel cxxviii, 



140 'Bejlcctiom on the necessity of striiing for heaven. 

i»t5cT, the house arise and shut U for ever against UiObi; wlio arc yet 
tixvm. trithng! = 

Let not hypQcri^s tmst in vain words. The xt'orlccrs of iui- 
^''^1‘^i/uitij ^liall lie disowned by Christ at la>t, though they may have 
eaten and drank in his presence. But oh, wlio can express tl»e 
’“'^disappointment, the rage, and despair, of those Who fall frcmi 
such towering hopes, and j'lunge, as from the very gates of hea¬ 
ven, into ihe lowest abyss of darkness and horror! 'I'heir liearts 
will endeavour to hardeai themselves in vain; their dolclnl cries 
shall Ik; distinguished in that region of imiversal horror! hut 
they shall not |)eiietrate the region^jol the blessed, nor interrupt 
the delight with which even the dearest ot their pious relatiic^ 
shall sU down in the kingdom oj God. • 

If we throng'i grace have more substantial hope'J, lot us 1 : 111 - 
taie tlie z<*al and courage ot our tlivioe Leader; and, whainer 
thrtttteningsordavgcrsmd>yo\)pose u's,lot us goon</ug uflcr day, 
till our wuik ho done, and our souls at length perfected inglorij. 
But let ns carefully distinguish between those things in winch 
our fold meant Imnscdf as our and tlio^e wine h wene 

peculiar to his oftico a-^ a Prophet sent from God. That exiia- 
or iinar} ofliec justified linn in using that sfirii'y of language, 
wlien speaking wicked princes and corrupt teachers, to whieh 
vvi have no call; and by which we should only bring sc'aiiilal on 
.religion, and ruin on ourselvi's, while we irritated, rather than 
convinced or reformed, those whom we undertook so indecently 
to rebuke. 


SF.CT. CXIX. 


Our J.ord hehtg incited to dine U'iih a Pharisee, cure.s a man 
who had a dropsy, cautions them against an a feetati-m of prece¬ 
dence, and verges them to works charily. Luke XIV. 1—11.. 


LUKK XIV. 1. 

,^KD it came to pass that, Just as our Lord was 
linishing his journey tbioughlli rod’s domi¬ 
nions, he went into (he house (font oj the chief 
Pharisees, who was a magistrate ot great dis- 


A 


frKEXIV 1. 

N D It o.iinr (o 
jub', aN iic »<‘nt 


into tiictu)(isi'''i one 
of the cJiici IMuii- 


*'U hemil) tk* l.ovtf ()f OHf Qf the chide thatjoumeyrefcis, I am obliged (by 
I iiii I I'fi.J AKall that followii from tlii' roll' I lay down U> in^iclt of fcrcr 
th( i»f tins'xivth chapter to changiin; the «oder withoutnppiiionlica- 

rJuip Kui le, is placed by before soii,)tiiralccalltheiiediscuin"-ciand!ii.or.cs 
fbc ' Kiunt oi bis Juno cy thiovgb ^'a- ji >1 as 1 find them; though I cdiin ii |ue- 
mar. .'iJei'usalmn, aiidas l$ndnoothnt' tend pisitively tosay thatT.ukc, ubu, uu 
rient 111 any of the CMingclists befuri* 'doubi, has samctimes changed tlic ooli'i 
fbc f(;«st ut dulication to whk'h 1 cou- in hu narration, has mctly obscried 



Christ gntes ^i man that had the dropsy. 


sre-, to cat lircad on 
rill, '■nliiiat i-dav tliat 
tlicy wall hcd biUi 


2 And, belioi^ 
then* vf. a rertiiit 
ni.iii bctorc liitn, 
nliii.li had llii; dmp- 

1 \nd JcM an- 
'■•'i iiiif(, sjiakc iMito 
i)' I ,\i VIM sand l’ha> 
ri'i I . savinit it 
Jauiiil tu lir.il 1)11 thi: 
iti!ia‘li-day > 


^ And tliti hi’d 
;iivij jii ai'i - - 


" Vnd he timk Add, 
.I'll) 1ii>-il< il linn, au<] 
ll.'l tlllU Iflj 


tiDiCtioit,'’ whom beyras invited /o fat bread, 
that t!>, tu dine with htni an the sahiiifh-duy; 
at]d many of the Pharisees present there : 
and, as their usual custom was, they xeere nar¬ 
rowly 'seafching kim^ to make the most irivicii- 
OQS observations on his conduct. • 

Andy behold there •am a eertain fmn before'^ 
him, that hud a droptyf wlur, having heard that 
Je‘itis was to dine there, liad conveyed himself 
thitlttT, in hf)j>e of a cure.' 

And Jesus, ansTscering to the secret reason- 
ings which be discerned in their minds on this 
occasion, said to the ditelort of the laze and other 
Pharisees who were then prestMit, Wlial do you 
til I Ilk now of this case? Is it laaifnl fo heal a 
clihteaipered person an the sabbath-day ‘‘t or can 
there be any thing in so benevolent an action 
inconsistent with the sacred rest which is re- 
c] III red on that day r 

Hut they were silent; as not being able, with'*' 
any face, to den} the legality of the action, niul 
yet unwilling to say any thing which might seem 
to authorise or counteuairce those cutes wliieli 
Christ performed on the sabbath-day as will as 
at uflier times, and which, in the geuaral, they 
had been known to censure. 

When Jesus therefore found that they would 
make him no reply, he extended his compassion 
to the poor man; and, taking him [by the 
hand,''] '>e miracijilously healed him before them 
all, tf hi/ d/iwimcd ^tVw perfectly well, leslorcrf 


it ill II' It IS howeior possible, tli.it all 
rri'oiili'd ill lliosi' (liajitcis p.iss 

nitliin till' eoii'P is" of a ftn dayii, anil so 
vvunld III coiii>i.st('iit Kith iiiti'ipietirig 
t-li.-ip. Ill IS, in .1 uiurci literal man- 
in'i tli.iii IS absuliiUdy necessary 

I* \ in.i"islrdlijof great rlistiijction ] If 
(as Dr U iiitby supposes) the peisga nho 
v the ISIS it.ilion H.ts nidvcd one of thi 
giand sanhedrim, hi; might iieserlhelev 
haica country .seat m tTiiiikc; as the 
higli r courts never failof.piloiiing siiine 
it.c'as to their memliers So tii.at Oro- 
tiiis' aijt mient fur transposing this sto- 
ly u|i Chii-l’s arrerat iit .l(iu.s&lem 
stems iri.i)iicliisii<' 

- ildd (iiitieycil Iiiiuself thilber, See,} 


I cannot think (n«<'onii’.‘iuppo3c) that lir 
was one ot the I'jtiiily ■ bncausc it is said 
that Christ disniissi'il, or let liiiii cn. 
when he wa^ cured: ver. 4. 

<1 'AAfjsg iim bij the hnnd ] I knovi 'uiii»- 
have iiiiagiiied tlnat Ctnisl led hm t.s 
avoid ostentation but the voids di, nor 
express this, 'ind, as our r.oiii ''peaks ol 
the cure bolli imnn d'.itrly bifmo ami al¬ 
ter It there eaii be no nom tu Jinjain''' 
he inteiidud to eoiicc.ll it l'ii)l).ii'l% tl.u 
circiiiiislauce O' hm 'ly the hund !■< 
mentioned a.s an 'nstmcc of his condes¬ 
cension; and Shews, that the.ie wsa uq- 
Ihiiig in the iiiai'uer ul hi- eme which 
Could be objeeii'l to ns n cervile v jrl 


in 

SUCT, 

CMS. 

T uke 
XIV. 1 



5 And nns«crLil 
them, sayinif, Whicli 
ot you ''hall ha\e ail 
<'t!is or an ox failo'i 
into a pit, and 
not atmighbyay pull 
him nut on the !>ah- 
bath day > 


142 The pardhle oj'lkm that chose the highest seat. 

sEftT. at once to liis full strength, and reduced iu a' 
moment to his proper shape and bulk.*" * 
yJndf more folly to convince them how justi- 
Xtv. 5 fiabic stteb an action was, even upon their own 
principles, as be saw they were secretly cavilling 
at it, he said in answer to them. Which nfi/ou^ 
if he have but an ass or an ox, that shall l^ppeu 
to fall into a pit., will not immediately draw him 
out without any scruple, even on the sabhath- 
daij^ thoniih that is a much more laborious ac¬ 
tion, and tlie life of one of those animals is so 
much less im[iortanl than the health of a man ? 

And can you then, without the greatest injus- 
tici‘, condemn me for what ] have now done ? 

4i And they were all so confounded at the force 
i;and evidence of what he said, that they were 
not able to answer hhn again to these thingSj 
though they had not the candour to acknow¬ 
ledge themselves convinced by them. 

7 And he spake what may in one sense of the 
word be called a parabli, that is, a grave, con¬ 
cise, and memorable sentence (see note**, Vol. I. 
p. 35.^,) to those who were invited to dinner, 
when he observed how they chose and contended 
for the chief seats at the table; and, to rcj^frove 
them lor their pride, and recommend humility, 

»he said mto thetn, There is one thing 1 would 
oti this occasion addn^ss to every one in the 
company, namely, ll'hen thoiiart invited by any 
friend to a weddingfeast, or any other gn-at 
enrol tainment, remomber tlie hint which bolo- 
mon has given, (Prov. xxv. 6, 7,) and do nut sit 
down in the uppermost place, lest another of 
more honourable lank in life than ttiee should 
f)ha[)pcn to be invited by him ; .Ind he that in¬ 
vited you both should come and say to thee, Thou 


6 Ami ilit.y <'otil(! 
not aiisn nr h 1 m a^ain 
to thcbn thingb 


7 And ) < jnit I' rtJi 
a piiiblc III ;!'ii'n 
uIikIi h 'ii.iikii, 
'vhi'ii In III Ilk i! liii^ 
tlu.‘\ I’huin nut li'C 
I'llK'l lullin'., -i.Miii; 
until Uiniii, 


R UTinn llioii .ni. 
bidden of .my man 
to a ncddiiiir, sit nni 
down in tlic bi^lirst 
room lost mure 
Ijiiiiiiiiiiibit; in.iii tliun 
thou be bidden ut 
111 in; 


9 And lie tlial ti.-id 
tliei' and liiin, coini- 
and b.iy to tlii:e,(livi 


"llnlui'oiltobis properhhapi'and bulk.) 
If ,iiij aik how this i iiiild be, 1 Atiswi r, He 
lli.i' atonmj could cui'; the dropsy wilhit 
oiii'li, c iidd, if he piciiso, annihilate the 
‘M’l ss of water that uaubcd it, and it « 
rMsonalihi to bilic^e the cnii’ was 
wrought m such a manner,.,as would 
miidtc till iiality ,iiid pirf^t'on ot it 

mincdialclv .ipparcnt. 

If he /mir bill an an oi an. ot, iS'i ) 
Our 1 , 01.1 h.iil used ihe -ainc rfasionrigbc- 
I'ue, ,iinuis( in the'aiiie words when vin¬ 


dicating the cure of tho man whose h.mil 
w.is w’lthcicd (Mat \ii II, \ol. I p 
and at anutlier liino bad ur'^cd an 
argument in effect the saiiu- with n u.iid 
to the cure of tho Crooked wuinni. 
(liUko 51111.15,^ exvr. Wiich may sum-, 
aiming a ^ arifcty of other inst.mci s, to 
viudicaic severat repclUiuti' whuli iniisi 
be Mipposed, if we dcsiie to .is-tit the 
exaci and circunist.mtidl irutli i.t ib.> 
sacicd bi8tnriaii>. —'fre Wotlon's Mi.-u 1. 
Vol 11 p. 27. 



The poor shQutdjather be invited tKdh the rich. 


tills injn piai e; and ftiust givT ploct^ to this person; and tflou shouUlst tvcr. 
M a^oid a second disgracc- of this na- o.ox. 

lowest room. ture, begin with shame to take the very /oaijvri' 
place, as conucions how much thou hast cxjioscd 
thyself by so haiifjlity and foolish a behaviour. 

10 But when thou Sut rjiihcr, on the contrary, when thou art thus lo 
the iJS! go and sit dawn at first in the lowest 

loom, that when *-’'011 canst find; e that whe)} he that invited 
hr lint bade tiice thcc coiHcs into the rooiii, ,he mail say to thee, 

ulte'FSsJ f" «p hkk 

mihi-hei: iiiri>sh.iit ucsty be rollowed with a distinguishin!; regard, 
fboo have woishijHii and.t/ia/f thus have honour in the sight 

‘»®5.ter of the feast, and of all them 
iji!., ‘ that sit at table with thee, us having asbiimed no- 

‘ thing to thyst^lf, but rather been contented to 
n nil iviiosocicr stoop to thine inferiors. For this may be laid 11 
< Miii-tii hiinsrlf down as a certain maxim in life, and luiptiy is 

hr Tii.u iiiiiiiMfth attends to it, Every one who ex~ 

hi iiM It, sImH be- u\- alts himselj beyond liis proper rank and ciremn. 

stances, shall be proportional)!v humbled and 
mortified ; but he that willingly nu^ibles himself, 
shall be exalted and lionourod, as well as belov¬ 
ed, both by God and man. (Compare Mat. 

XMii. 12, and Luke xviii. 14.) 

Then said he also to him that invited him. If 12 

.. .’ijou desire to improve what you have to the 

makiM n dmiier or.i best advantage, Spend It in charity, rather than 
suppu, laii not ihy niaonificeiice and luxury ; and when tkou 

ihici nnthei ihy ^oakest u dinner or a supper, invite not so mueli 
i.iii'inrii,iiut///yinii t/ii/ I'lch Jnciids, 01 ' thy brethren, or thy kin- 
iiuHiihiniY , Ir»i neighbours , ^ lest they should also in- 

KA.n, and .1 iri.iim- again, and thus a recompense be made 

iH'im hr made thee tJice, aiui all tliou hast ill return be to receive 
one baiujuet for another; winch would mtro- 
diico an habit of high living, at a great expeiioe 
both of money and time, and would oceaMoii 
' Hut «iipu thou the disoider of your respective families. Hut Id 
iiu lm a c'.-vii wouldst make an enlertain- 


1 - TIr‘ii s.ud ho 
aU I Id liiiiilliat liiidc 

iiiiji Wlioii I 


s Hit f/tinn at fu >1 m the twees' /ifar*- ] 
I' )' iii'isl proliable thai < hrist liiuiflidi, 
As illi,-,iiiDiis a periiDti as hi- was, had ac- 
'"idinplv dipie thus, audfatdo-AH among 
till IP n the Ufoien pUice at Uio tahlo. 

I' Inv U‘ uui bu much ihj^ richJiii-nJ^, — 
tr n,-iik!i,iii V j Pmliablj fa»Mr Kcading 
well (Dii|ortiircs) lui observed m the 
PtiJiivOFS A humour of making niagnifi- 
I’oiil f>A-ts ^on I'le sanhAlli-da} s, and on 
Dtlior o<(’a»i''ns), and of troaliug pioat 
persi.ip. Lhiotly oul of piidv, AmiiitiDii 
uui iPl(-iiiA‘Hiu, vhicli might render tins 


advirfc pcruharly piupcr, c'-peciallv if 
he uho now gi^ie this onteilAiiiuK'iit 
Has, as many of Ins bictlireu Lciiaiiily 
weie" very deliuicnt m tt'Oika of ehurilg. 
Ru' Peadiiig's /-ife of Chiist, p. (t 
la plAin^the Word r eh ''as Croliii'- well ob- 
sCnos,) refers ii>t meiely to iicighhouri', 
blit to ihe kiiidri-d <i id the'olhi r pcisuns 
that aic muotiuni-d with them; for if 
these won- in'lu« nrcuinstAiiri a thrjr 
being M-laled tlipin wa-- ,iii araiiini-iii 
why Uivi '^iiouldbi rf gaidcd latlii I tli.m 
ntpleclcJ. 



lU 


Reflections on the exercise 


<rficT, ment which should turn to the surest account, 
cxix. let It be piain aiul frugal, and invite to it the 
'poor, the (imbledy the lame, \and\ the blind,' 
5 'A ho are incapable of providing for themselves. 
let these come fref|Ut‘ntly to thy house, to re¬ 
ceive tliine alms ; or “ send portions to them” 
14 when they cannot come. (Xch. viii. IQ,) And 
this will afl'ord.thee a much nobler satisfaction 
• than banquets can give; and, I may truly say, 
ihvii shalt be happy in that they are not capable 
of inaI uii! thee such a requital, Jor their pray¬ 
ers ^hail descend in blessings on thy head ; and, 
r)i"-Kles ail the pleasure a generous bt;art will 
tii.d 111 the very exercise of such bounties, Mott 
t/io/z be abundantly recompensed at the resurrec¬ 
tion of the just, ^ if they proceed from a real 
iiiineiiilc of inety and faith. (Compare note'*, 
Vol. ll p. 303.) 


tlie pour, the 
cd, tlic- lame, iliu 
blind. 


I 

14 And tbuii shalt 
be blpbbed • ftir Hit v 
cannot rcroiiipni'.i 
IhcH for thou‘hill 
ho rCCoiii|u.n'-cd at 
llic nsurrtcuoii <>! 
the juM. 


IMPROVf.MKNT. 

How liappy w'erc they who had frequent opportunities of 
comersing with Christ, whose discourses were idv^ttjs so wi-' 
and so useful; liow well did he repay all the ciitertalnuients hi: 
received in the advantages which he gave for religiuns iin[)ro\e 
Ver. ]. ment! In vain might his enemies watch lor occasions against him 
In his tongue was the law of wisdom as w-ell as of kindness, (Proi 
xxxi L'6.) And surely the Ups oi his ministers and di^ciphs 
would feed many to their everlasting benefit, were this blessed 
model to be more carefully traced! (Prov. x. 21.) 

S—11 Let us jiarticularly observe what he here says coneerinng a 
modest and bumble deportment, which is uxlei'd the suu'sl nay 
to be Iionourud and re.spected. And let ns laKc great ln*ed tliat 
that g‘od breeding, winch consists so much in the expressions of 
humility and a readiness to pader others to ourselves, do not 
degenerate into a mere form, and prove, as it too oiion doi-s, 
the cloak of arrogance and pride; but that it have its foundation 


' '/.ff/uuWee/, &C.J W^erPudcrnA-.Tmjwf 
O'e maiard; but the sigriiticiitiuu of Uic 
uuril 1 ' tiiuch moie extuniiive, and ni¬ 
di piI lakrsi in both the Ittmf and f/U blind 
.ifxiu.'irds mentionedand may alsotii- 
(liitle those wiiuin the inriiiiiitipii^f age 
rendpi —('•lotiiisthiiiksUiisMnp- 

inre was ihe foundation of the agann, or 
lo7f-fciisi!., amoiit; the pritnitiye ChriS' 
tiaiis; liiit it IS not eiidcnt Pliny lias 
a fini’ jiai.illil passatre. 5ee T'hn. Ljnst 
lili iv cpist jU 


^ .dl tne retUHisUuj'i 'if lln‘ jiiil J It i-- 

nut so cMdeiil, as in (Jaikf suppo^.i s, 

that Si'ftirfv umat liorp sij',i'.if\ ihant'i 
mens; it tathei soeiiistn lUo a -liuiii: and 
anakeniiij; iiitiniatiuTi that ii me who 
gleet uoiks ot eliniity diall lian' i 
tiuil I'll aniuiig[ the righUbiis; wlm 
evident fioili the iiiatiy liii.diid sciip- 
ture> Ahieli iiidHpeiisplily niiune uuku 
as well ns jtfiljre (C'liiuiiaie Mat ' IV. 
note't, Vol I. p V.M 



146 ' 


and chariiy* 

111 a lovvlv ojiiiiioh of oursdvos, and an habitual disposition to sub- sf<t. 
mit even to onr Inferiors, when we may do it without breakiinr ‘ X x. 
in upon tlie duties and decencies of life, and injunnir those 
nhom It may be exercised, by an indulgence which they know 
••not hovy to understand or improve.. 

Let us harken to these exhortations to charity^ from the 
mouth ot our charitable Saviovr, wlio^are himself jor us. And ’ 2,13 
as Christ pleased not himself, (iloni. xv. 3.) let us not allow our¬ 
selves to s(]uander away 'jreat (juantities of money irt what may 
gratify our own senses, ormake agawdy shew in the eyes of the 
v.imer pait ol mankind; but letiis be willing to spare from the 
luxmies and superfluities of life, that we may bestow it on thu 
poor and the distressed, And indeed, whalever our circum¬ 
stances autl possessions be, we must expect that the stream of 
(MU liouuiy will soon be dried.Up, if it be not supplied, from the 
Ibuntain of a prudent frugality. This self-denial may now' ia 14 
some instances be painful; but it will be amply recompensed at 
the irsta reel ion of the just. May we then meet with many 
whom our liberality lias fed and clothed, whom our knowledge 
and z('al have instructed, and whom onr holy examples have , 
ediHed and (|iiicl\.rru:d ! Here, will he a foundation laid for the 
(Midcai incnis of an eteVnalfriendship, when that which has been 
loiined upon a partnership in vice, or animal pleasure, shall be 
lor c\er loigoileii, or be remembered with mutual horror. 


SECT. CXX. 


Onr [.ord foretels, in the parable of the prrnf svppo , the rejet- 
hon rf i/ic .fries, and the calling of the Gi lUiles. Luke XIV. 
r)--'24. 


'.>■ Luke XIV. 15. 

\ i> when OIK Ilf A’/) wliile .lesijs was thus discuu-rsing, one of 
i’icat''l'iUi*^!j!Hi |i.',ik 1 gucMs at the Phai isce’s tahic hearing /hesr ‘ 

iiicM iimiirs. In'will useful things, and willing to keefi up so good 
’"I';’'"',11 spirit ol conversation, .said to him, ffiipnt/\iu f. iV 

in tin kiiiMt.m of llOllOUrcJ SO l.if as tO 

(iud. ^ eat bread'^ in the kingdom oj God . hicssed man, 
who shall live in the time of the Messiah, and 


shai.' rile entertannnents he will prepare for liis 
people, when these virtues of humility, conde- 


" 71 (Viiw ] It Is iTtll kiiosi) tiioiis. Sop(*r!ijps (t'liight be ai thi* i.i')|i- 

llialtb-' [il'r.Ki', 111 ear bread, (jf tiii.. (lable I'hariscc', i.i I !'■(■( " 

iiukiu:; i rie.il . anil thii not mi lely at Sani. ix. 7,- If), mi 17,20, jml ' i'k 
.1 I'linniiiii tiMc but sniiicliines it i n / 1 (Vni|i,iii in'e’ \il ' ji, 40 ) 

i’lO « ii..|!i‘ I'll) IS \c‘iv Siiii'p- 



146 The parable of Ihe ^reat supper. 

s'^ ' scciiMioii, and charity, shall (lounsh in all.theit' 


< )ii this natural occasion, our Lord thouulit 
Jii!! 1 , H- f'lOiKtr to remind him and the comnanv, that 

1 • xll*l 

ni'iny who, on niisiaki'n notions of t'Os king'iom, 
piof 'ssod to drsi'v It, vyere inidci the forpe of 
Mich canial ’•roiiulices on *his head, that they 
would in fac t hi<''t and reject it And to this 
pnrpo^c iitteic’d ihe f'ollowine^ paralile, and 
said ^0 hhn that had e\,ir ssed so hieh a notion 
of the enieita iiinents of his kniedojii, A ccr- 
' tain man nmdr a^irraf .utpper, and invited many 
] 7 i> nests; And he sent mx his servant at the 
hou^- of '•upper to say to those thin were invited, 
as I hey li-Iayedtlimr coininjy, ^^y master desires 
you wo ihl co/neaway as soon as possihte;/or all 
flunks prcjiared for the enti’rfainrnent are now 
]f\rradt/ And they alt began with one [consent\P 
asifhy mutual jj'jireeirieni they bad ill contriv¬ 
ed to put a .shyh^ on th ■ eiiter'ainnient, to exeu't' 
themseUes on ^lie jiretence or anoiher. The 
first said to him that was sent, / have iitsi now 
pui'citasid a field, and 1 am under the neces'^vy 
of goui^ to see it ; / entreat thee tbeivlore ’o 

\i)7)iake excuse. And another '••aid, J haie 
just bouaht fixe yoke of oxen, and I am going to 
try them, that I may see how the> will draw; 
I beseech i*/ire therefore to make my excuse, ami 
assure tliy master that it is important business 
■JOihat prevents me.*- •.Jnd another said, 1 have very 
lately married a wife, and shall have company to 
entertain, and therejoreyoM will easily perceive 
1 cannot come to attend your master’s feast and 
l neglect my own.*^ And that servant returning, 


lii Ttw'n said hr 
unio him A certain 
man tnnde u gieat 
supper, and badi* 
iHivny: 


17 And sent hi-» 
serv.int at t>ii;>p<i- 
tiiiie tu sas 'o thciii 
that »eie hidd< ii. 
Conic, toi all things 
are now ready. 

is And they all 
with o'le ftin»<•;// he- 
cran to make c\( ii'C, 
The (list vaiil i.nto 
him, ' liaie hou^ht 
a pic^'c ot (TUiiiiid, 
mid I must nei ds f;u 
and see it I pi ay 
thcc hau'tin i iii'i- 
cd. 

l‘.> And a oilier 
■iaid, I ha' < h 'i jht 
live loke <f '(ven, 
and I jfn ii, p'o\c 
tliCii) 1 pra ihii 
hu' e i.'if • \ i' '1 

'ii t.,d .'.n 'her 
'-•'I'd, I hav' nam'd 
a Hite, and tM't-lore 
I Caiiiiiot cumc. 

21 So that SCI V ant 


///rt ()«c [nw»c«I]; Bjs juiBf.} Ofall 
the \ aniiiis methods which learned men 
baM' 'aktn to supply the ellipsis here, 
(hIik I‘, may be seen at large in Wolhus, 
Ob erv \ol. I p. 6S2, Iis:3,; it .eemi to 
in*' inii't natural to uiiderfatuiid the word 
y a,;/'!,, that IS, 'L'lUt one cojiaeu'., which 
supposition IS niaintanird by Bc^a The 
\ariety of their excuses render tfuivs;, 
U!it& onevov', less iiroper. 

'■ I hutech I her m^ettuse, &C,] It 

is a beautiful cm iim.slaiice ihat.niir Tjurd 
her* icpicM lit bo‘h these bargains asal- 
i.'id, omit, so that goirig^ ;o see the 
t nin * .tl h pru\c lie oxen, that c\tn- 
■' thaiithenfvlnuiiiungiHa.-incri- 


ly the cfti’i'tnf Tiidcric's on tlie one hand 
and Ilf .1 foolish impatient hiiinoui on tlu 
othir and <'uuldne\er hail bvenuigid, 
had they esii omed the inviti-r, or his c u- 
Ititamment Accoidinglv u is eoniiii'.n 
ly found iiifact,that men neglect ihi bless 
mgs and demands of the gospel, not tor 
tbe most unpnriant affairs in life with 
which they se'dom interfere, but tu in¬ 
dulge the caprice amd ffiHv of ihcr own 
trin[M'rs, and to gratify the impulse ut 
present passiuiu sometimes exi itcd on 
very, low occasions. 

^ f cannot (me, &<'.] As the process 
of the {•nroble ri’prs'sints a wise and good 
nun otiendcdwiih tlus excuse .imong the 



The poor are called hi to pdriake of the feast 


\Vl 


famttandshe«e(ihi< fold his lord all these things. Then the master s^ct. 
Tiloif ''’***’ ‘-‘ntertainment 

file hoiiM' bem^ an- s^VAJ Very (tngt'ii, as hfi reasonably mi«lit be, to Tlike" 
Kiy, .‘^aid lo his 'ler-'sci* siich ai) alfront put upon bis splendid pro- xiv, 21 
'Z';i'« «;S'trf anci such uii ungralcful return made 

lanes ufihcCity,and tor .tile peculiar, kiiiduess and respect he iiatl 
Inins; m dmhcjf the shewn in sondiiiff for these nucsts; and th'.re- 

STlniTtle hau-aid senants,f;o out direvthjin. 

the blind, to the Streets and lanes of the citt// and bi^n* 

in hither the poor, and the di'.abh'd, and the 
hnne, and the blind, that they may come and 
partake of the eiitcrtainment; for 1 hud rather 
see my’ house filled with such guests than emp- 
ci -Viiclihtsmant ly as It iiow'is. ^nd the scnant qmckly came 22 
N iiii, l-.rd, t i tloiif hatk, a.ad said, Sir, xehat thru didst t>\Ga>,e to 
iii.uitkii, .111(1 conunand IS done; tliese poor distressed people 
tfiritiihluoHi. are coine in, and sat down at the table; and 
still there is room for more guests, aiul en- 
tertammeiit enough provided to feast many 
tnd tbe lord Dtlicrs. x/iu! the lord Said tOjhc sei'vunt, (jo 23 
'..iidMit.ih-Mii.int, vvithd'iit the citv, and, 

w IV .indlvd.n'v,.111(1 rather than tail, look for the poorest aiui most 
v.iii|i'itliiintocoiiic li(d[iless travellers, wlio arc sheltering them¬ 
selves under trees and hed^es^, and, it nnpor- 
liinity he necessary to such, pi\s\- On in that 
yon find there by the most earnest iiivimt.on to 
enme in,^ ihutniij house map be w^W JilLd. Tor 


111, ilm iiiv liiiii'f 
in.iv Ik lillid. ^ 


K'^l, wi' riM,t <-ii]i|((,sr hiiini'tliins; in the 
I’lc’iiiici.ti 1 1 - (if |l|^ |(•(•(!l^l(ly Dili nics- 
s.i'ii', oi of ’.piKiintin,, lh« liipo for en- 
I' 11.(1111(1/ciiiiip,my i n liih i>wnniamai;i‘, 
«hit h implicil .1 rude loiilrnipt of ilie 
iiivilii, and III,(do the ro Iv indci-ent. 
il n I-, ii.it nmss.iiy to dobci iid lo >,111 h 
paitiCiiLit^ 

' ‘11 -I i^C \ /, i.iirl !u»i 1 11/ tiu‘ il/«.] 

Till' VI cini, till'ti(ic di-tiii(Si m bctwei'Ti 
T'-i. .111(1 the 1(11 iiK 1 Ilf ivhii'li 

vi,iiitii v <( , II / and till’ I.Utti a iii.rrov 
w.'iv, 111 wlin !i l.iii ili( allovi may be in- 
eliidi'd 

‘ t’l'Tmn!, irii? herl_rf J Any ifrodv 
aiirl .ili.nidiDK'd siiiiipr' might ho repre- 
s iifcd <1. In thii wrptchi'd onriditioii ^spp 
I'j'li 'I 12 —IT.) litit I' vccins an e\ 
cev'.iO lelirieinoiit hfJlH'iniii s in mi|). 
jui'P till hcdjicv Ik«ic mentioni'd icfer to 
the I rii'in'iiiial kiiv tls a paititnni; as tl 
lil-cvii (■ is. Ill ispiain the iirsttl.iu^p .i- 
ri 1,1' ini' to til*' pill' clvlps Ilf the pnii*. and 
tbe viiottil 111 Ihi' idil'ifriKiv Oi'iUili 
< 11 iii'irlii .la vvt.'ll iiiti'i fiom vfi ‘iV, 

t*l'! II I II .shill III ll '..IVIll Kllll it .11- 

a 11 d'l'j I i-fi 111 ri nii'i 111 to iiiitiiiu 


every rireninvt.i’ii ■' into a faiicicil rc- 
«(inhl ince. 

K / .'I'.i Hem bv the mbsl e.iin"vi nm- 
tiilioii Ir I'lrij III 'J Nolliiiij; can I e n i.'i.' 
.ippaiciiily ueak, th.iii to iin.<1.1111 v.iin 
.St Aiigiittin ami ni.itiy otlieia, tlia'I rsn 
mnda Can )U'tify tho use ot coin, nlsioii 
and foice in lelijii'ins iintU'iv, the ,>b- 
VIII(lity and niqiiiiv ut iviin li, I ii.ivc rc 
pK'iit riled at Inree r eiy soiinon << tbiC 
subjii'l It H certain the ivnid '■o-yii'ii 
h i.llni n-e'! to es.|iicsv j'l oiiyin,/./ /y 
w'lPre lh( re eo dd bi no vccnbir icrnirv; 
Milt. Ml '22, M.irll M. "'n, Oal 11 i, 
1-1 11, 12 (abisllkiiii e the injii! ttij',- 
fi’irtfYxti. l.iike xxiv. <20, .iml Ai tv \.i 
IS, I and several iiisUncei. .iicpridu- 
ceilby Elviier, in wlueh the vvoyd jigui- 
fios pre.imii piroiti\io<i, (' 'b on Vot f. 
p ‘iy*!, 24s ) .And here a. it wmiM be 
most indei't nt to imagine pcr'imv t 1 s d 
to III Pntei'diiiini'iit it Toeld him: 
been i|iiite iiiipi.n t 1 .ihle fora Miigle vcr- 
v.iiit tl’hail'1 onijiclb'd a iii"'t,tinle ip 
this veiise. Mv’ru iv an jmlii't.iiii 111 the 
l.iiglivli iM'id (pre » I iihieh iiiiii h ninri' 
'•saiiii ansneifi to that ni thi,'01 i;inn!. 
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Mefieclions on ihe umtafioni 


!iA9.T. I s, 7 i/ nnfo yeUy that luvu' of those menwhozecre. ^'or l sas'v.at« 
cxx. nni\'il^ if they hhouki now he ever so desirous "^'luieh 

It, shall he culmitted so much as to taste of wtr<' imUicn shall 
fSlv''2i '^npper.^t smee tlie) have so rudely and im- “f 
gratefully slighted it. 

. And ill lik.' milliner, such ttill the l)ivme 

conduct be with regard to the gospel. ‘ God 
send 1 Ills nu ssengois 10 the mo.'.t noportunate 
maliiiicr to unite you Jews to come and pu^take 
^ of 'ti iich eiitcrtiiiiHiiei.i; vet you m gleei it on 
the ou'iwu’st .urti'iiLi s, and one ii too hu^y, and 
Kjvj.iuT Ivto id e, to Hiiend to it. lliit he will 
> 1 c’cly resent t n- alfroni, and (though it may' 

, SL'eiu to you as uii.u'couur.ilile a conduct as that 
will ’ll I have rejins’iited in ihis parable,) will 
call JM the iioor, ignorant, and wretched Gen- 
lilt's, who Wi-re vviindcriiie in the most iielplcss 
circunisiaiK e-. in the tva\ of idolatry and wick- 
ednes-,; and hisclMrch shall he filled with them, 
while you, w ho Reject Ills gosjiel, shali m righte¬ 
ous pidguient he'yoiirseUcs lejv'ctcd, and pe¬ 
rish hir want of those mercies which you now 
despise. 


IMPKOVEMKKT. 

!’<Sr. 21 -May the infinite mercy of God forbid that this should euv 
hi' our condition! 'I'he gospel-feast, like the .sumptuous hamjuc't 
nW/Jhasueriis, (Ksih. i. 3, 4,) n of a vei-y long ^/atiding not 
only from week to week, but from age to age, (iod is seiuliiig 
'iI,l’2to un ite nezv guests ] and, after all the niillions that have been 
‘ regaled by it, and nourished up to everlasting hfe, thin ts i/Vi. 
room for more. Still are his servants scut from one time to 
another, with all the fervour of the most arfectionate p''rsiiasion, 
‘2'Jto urge sinners to accept of these desirable blessings, (for such 
only i.s the eompulsion that becomes a least, and suiis the nature 
of reasonable creatures) May we not t (reive the grace of (Ioil 
ni Klin t i\Tay we not perish, as thou.sands before us’ have done, 
by making light oj the gospel! 

IS,20 It has often been obsened from this paralle, that jhey wore 
la^fal oicasions which these unhappy people pleaded as tlieii 
excuse for iieglecting the invitation. And fiow.maiiy perish by 
what is in-lei'il hnrjiil ^ But the care of our rstati^s or cattle, our 
dom'e^ic a'Joir^', and onr deareU relatives, will 6e destructive to 

than the word osr UarnlatorMisc • and it naJ, though a paraphrase, which '■pejk'^ 
^ iCMiib tu me the pjrtot'd faithful tunb- onl v a man’ll own scntimi iits, may Mitnn 
■iih i, c- (cially o! Inf Sifured tun*.\Mitiirr to (Ictcriniiu'ihim. 

*0 thP ambiguities of the oiifi- , . 



' girkn us to the gospel-feast. ' 14 ^; 

^ ' t 

Ufe, if tlu;y be 'ininclcd as our 77iaiu car(\ and our'hcarts be so sivcr 
attentive to them as to forget the one thing neeJjut. " 

Are we of the number of those who, thounli once blinded, im- 
, povonsbed, and enleebled by sin, are now hiouglii as weleonie 
guests to the table which divine Invc has spread ? Let iis: adore 
the grace which opei^d the door to us, and opentd oivy hearts to 
coinpl}’ with the call; by its strouf* and powerlui, though rational 
and gentle influence, compelling as to come in. Let thf? sen>ants 
employed in the message urge u with abecouniig eanf^stnoss; as 
well knowing how mucti the heart of their pn’it/ Master is in it, 
and how much the happiness of souls (lepends on their accepting 
It. Lord! ina\ we see thy tableJurnished u'l/h and our¬ 

selves he so hapi^ as finally to partake of those hle'^biii'is to 
which we are now convnunded to invite others > Kor blessed in-1 j 
dct'fi are they who shall eat bread m the lingdorn oj God > 

SECT. CXXI. 

Oar ^ord urges upon his disciples the necessity of considering, 
thi diffienltits of religion before they take upa proje.'.sion of it. 

Luke XIV. 25, to the end. 


. IKE XIV. 25. 

A N I> thrrfc went 
grunt miiltilurlos 
with Ihtn and he 
tiiraf d, and laid unto 
tht'in, 


26 If any man 
come to me, and hate 
nut Ins father and 
mother, and wife, and 
f hildren, -iiid hrctli- 
reii, and sistci^, yea, 
.mil his riwiilife also, 


' LUKE X*V 25. 

,4iV/} attended Christ,* and 

"^‘weni with him in this his journey toward Je- 
rusalem, he turned about 'and said to ihnii, j 
You now attend me from place to place with \n.25 
some tokens of regard ; but .seriously consider 
how much it will cost jou to approve your- - 
.selves my faithful followers. 

If ctny one conies to me to be instructed in mv 2^ 
religion, and to obtain the blessings of my king¬ 
dom, and does not prepare himself, on a proper 
occasion, to act as if he did even hate his father 
and mother., and bis very wife and children, and 
brethren and sisters, yea, and his own life toof 


■‘llrvatmulhluthi .ittciidcd Chri'.t. J Por- 
baps ihc oiirc ot tJie n],in yho bad llio 
diopsy, and Mime espr.i'tatloii-i as to the 
eirntof Christ’s visit this Pharisife, 
might I'auM! a crowd near his house; and 
iiiMt fidtows might bespoken the .same 
'.abliath, on our t/«d's ivniiu;, out {nnii 
theiin' hut ns the esangelist does not so 
express! V coniiei't the passage^, I v.is 
not ntiling to ns'.ert it iii the paiaphrase. 

*> To act ,is it he evni did hole he fnihei 
end xc. j Strictly ijicaking, to 


hate oiir nearest relatives, and our own 
lives, would be uiinatvial w k kediiess, 
and equally coiiti.arv to ihe <hcL.uc% ot 
hu.manit> and the genius id the gosoil 
But It IS well known, tiut one thin. i>. 
bald to be loved and unotbcr'batcu in 
Mnptnre, when the foruici is txmcli pre¬ 
fer! ed} and'espeoi illy wheii, out ot ro- 
to It, the latter is iic.'lci tnl Jiuf 
forsaken. ConipaioGen xxix .'ll, Dent 
XVI. 15—11; Mai. 1 ,'l; Horn. i\. !>; 
and Mat. v i. '.'4. 



150 Religion must he undertaken loith serious consideration. 


\ ou 


iSCT. that is, if he he not to ahandoji aU these ‘•aimot be. my 

pWfi. lather than to forsake me, he cannot really be my • 

(/istip^Ct whatever he may preterul. And who- Amt «iiu‘!(ieM‘r 
5 C 1 v/' 27 ‘'«w/‘ does ?iot siedf,i‘-'tly resolve even to bear Ins .1;;,^';. ^1' 

cross, and to tome of ft r me, whenever Jmj is caU ter me.cauuoibemy 
led to tread the pjinl'nl steps that 1 am taking 'I'sciple, 
in the v\,u to crncitlsion and death, he cannot 
b'e iny disciple: and thi'refon', as I gave these 
things in chaisve to my apositles (i\lat. x. 38, 

,,A'‘ol. I. p. ‘J-'dO,) I lepeat them to you as mat- 
ter> of universiil concern, which require your 
lnn^t attentive consideration. , 

£8 uiJ It IS nccessarv to dwell on the thought; 
tor dliuh of yo'd, if he he a person of common 
pruJeiice, and iniend to build a tower ,or any uth nut 
other cditiee, dehl>erately ^f/dwe/i, 

and eovipule I In evpeuce. it will require, and com- 
pare it with his own eirOumst.ince.s; that he may u, i, ' 
judge whether he has a stock of wealth [sulH- 
>19 dent] to Jinish il'^ Lest when he hath laid a .tfn i 

foundation, andisiici able to complete [the work] 
ho had hegun, fornaiif or money logo ihroiigli abU-to-(inlsh ,r, a'l 
with it, all whoSte it, as they pass liy, sKould that behold 
iObt'Kin to deride him. Sayinff. in contenipt, This „„ 

must be surely a wise man, who tlius began to mm i.c^an lobmid, 
build, and was not able to finish his plan; and «i'‘i ‘wt abu, u> 
hero his iiufierlcet work stands a lasting mo- 
nument of his great discretion! , 

'jl (Jr what wise king, ir lie was marching out (u innke « tr 
to encounter another king in war,^ does not first .i!;jiMsi.in<iihiiivii'.;. 
sit down and consider whether he has any sucli 
advaniairt*, as Ioanns, streimth, or situation, 
a.s may induce him to conclude that he is able tehthun>.iniltiiiiK't'i 
with no greater force than ('H thousand men *' “■ 


Fui vhiili 111 
iiiU-iidiiii, til 
I tllHM, ■•il- 


to meet and oppose him that cometh again.d 
32^'"^ "w'lih twenty thousand? And if he find 


liiili' ilhtwcii- 
tllUll'.itll ^ 

32 Ui ol 


le I'ltend to hmld a Intri'r.J This 
phrjM‘ tiatiirally bitsrgpsts tfj us Ihv' id»j.» 
Ilf .'1 111 >iL i)i.i|,'niti('(’ia edii.ce than our 
Lord’s liiMrrrs iiiiKht prubablv think of 
on this occ isimt. It i'< plain, tli.it Mhci's 
T itrc frftqwtnllv ntinip, pruhfiblj of ‘onu 
slii;ht m^tenals to lodge Ib'i^c who had 
the carfl of Scep'ii;t uin yafd'> ur flucjti, 
nnd ihi’V htiilt, pretiv hii;h i» p"A* 
poitio'ito Iheir b.M*', llui' tin'V miubt 
.'oiriiriiind the laiyei pni‘-pri,; Cotnoaif 
' r'hron xs'i. {Oj Mie. h' Sj dM. ' 


53; M.it. xffi. )3; .nid Mark Mi I. 

'' Or aJA(i> hii„ munhins out In i ni'.'/ulii 
tnotfit')'kail', Ste I Atcordtiijr to Sii I-i.ii' 
Newton’s chrunoloft}, Ua-c words wcic 
S|iiikeii at our [ Old s i.ist passiMfT, and 
tiiiiiht inter to lltrod *• leadin his aiiiiy 
thi-Di'gli Jiiilea against ArVias kn.g ut 
Aiabi. lint as Melrod dnl not tlii'ii ai>- 
pear to In* the tt'oakor, 1 eaiiiiiit see (ii.il 
h'Teii supposing: the pieunseh to be iruei 
tlieie would Iw aiiV <5citajoi\ ->1 simli ai| 
luti'iided all'aaion. 



The insignificance of an outward profession. 

he has whUe he that comes with this supc- s^-ct 
rior force against him is^et at a di i/mice, he scml.i 
an embassj/t and desires terms oj ptace^*^ ac- 
knoivleclging his reatJmess ro hubtmt to somoxiN 
things which may be disagre('able, tor the pio- 
aeti^ion of his uoininioDs, and perhaps of ins 
life. 

So then do you consider vvhetiier you think ii 3 li 
worth y our while to adhere to me on these terms; 
fof 1 assure you, 1 wiii adimi you on no oUior;, 
md.whoseever he be of you thdi does not sied- 
fastly resolve to^ir#- up all his possession'll wiien- 
ever he'is ealletl to it on luy account, fw cannot 
be owned by me as mj/ Jiuiple indeed. 

And if you are not my disciplos indeed, \oui 'i 4 
outward profession will be \c;iy msignili.-ant ; 
for though salt in geueral a verv pood tfhngy 
and my sertants, as I fornuily intiniaii.i (Mar 
V, 13 , Vol. 1 . p. 212 ), are th^ salt of t-'C caith; 
tytV I must again-add, ij toe salt be groien insi¬ 
pid, li'iih what can it be seasoned ? or wliat can 
recover those whom 1113 go.'ipel wdl not influ -35 
ence and recUiin? And as insipid sah h Mich 
a vile and worthless thing that it is neither Jit 
to be used of itself as manure./oi- the landy nor '. 
even so much as tit for a place on the dung- 
hillf to be there mixed with other dung , 
itts thrownout oj doors^ and trampled nndei ioot 
like mire in the streets : you also will be no 
less useless and contemptible it, under tbi' ad¬ 
vantages and obligations of a Christian piotcs- 
sion, you are destitute of a sincere principle of 
integrity and piety, and will be utterly aban- 
donc'd and rejected as unprofitable servants. 

He therefore that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear it attentively ; for it is a point m winch nor 


♦he other is yet a< 
gicat «av uli, he 
seiideth an ainboS' 
sage, and desireth 
f’onditions of peac^,' 


S3 So likewise, 
whosoever he bo of 
yon that foisaketh 
not all that he hath, 
he cannot be tuy dis^ 
ciple. 


3* Silt ts good, 
blit it the salt have 
Jo-it il-ssaiour.when'- 
uiih shall It bo soa- 
boned > 


,)j It I. neither fit 
tiji the land, nor yet 
foi the -lung-bill; 
Aut men ca-.t it out. 
lie that luitli oars to 
h<’ar, let linn liearr 


I" Pvaiift Uftris of peace i ipuila -rtb tajo; 

This rcprc&“nts feebler per¬ 
son as n peace a proper embiem 

of the hiiiiulity and resignation with 
v-hich peai'o to be B<.ui«ht from an of- 
Ji nd< dOod, whtIispos«esii>^il ofastrengtii, 
not {.IS 111 the case suppo"! d lierej mere¬ 
ly ilouble, blit ihrmilely superior Id'otirs 
■— I he pions and amiable author of a late 
valiialile piece called Orthodoxy and 
Chantv, (whoever he be) has given a 
unite diduieiit interpictatiuii of thi;; pas¬ 
sage, nliieh, ao far as I cau lecollccl, I 
i-avr iint-yet seen, and which 1 .iiii sure 
di!i''r\i.j consideration. He c\;''aiiis it 


(p. 43,) as referring to those who have 
not courage to fight with tbeir spiiuual 
enemies, the world the ticsb, an I the 
devil, and therefore make the best term-, 
they can with them, and sii still iic;'’ocl- 
lug Christ and religion Hut if ibe pas¬ 
sage be Liken in this seiiM*, our Lord, by 
declaring in tb' next \en>c that lie will 
msfceno abatGimntiubis own demands, 
lainly intimates how iircessaiv it is to 
reak tliroimh all oppositmn, and to de¬ 
termine to face all the duVicnlties in mir 
w.iy, wli.< h itwill be our wisdom to slew 
and eo'isidcr, that we may be prepared 
w kth prunort.onabk* resolution. 



1552 Refteclions on a readiness to suffer fur Christ, 

iECT. only tlie honour of my kingdom but the salva- * 
cxxi. tion of your own souls is concerned. 

LMPROVEMKNT. 

Ver. a5 M\y OHr most serious attention be (ixed on so important a 
34, 35 truth; and may this plain and candid decl^tion of our Lord be 
duly rc^ardeJ b\ us, as ever we desire to nod the advantaL^e of 
that relatiorno inm in which we are so ready to glory ! If wi; 
v7ould not-be cast out viith disdain, and trampled under Joot as 
^worthless and vile, let us be solicitous that-there may be the 
salt of divine grace in our hearLs; and let us undertake a ndigi- 
'28, 32oiia profession with that deliberate consideration which hecunies 
a matter of such gieat importance A h^ty purpose will ikmci- 
bca - us through the difficulties we must expect to cncouniei ; 
and rash vows, and thoughtless adveuturcs, in this case, will on¬ 
ly expose us to the derision of others, and the keener remorse 
of our own tniud^. 

’J6 Nor IS the nature and evidence of religion such a-, to have any 
reason to fear the severest examination. The dcMiirinds of (’lirist 
arc indeed high ; that tin* nearest rf/ii/iW.v should he abaiuioned, 
and even/t/tf i/.?e//s;vcnricedy</r A/J ; that wo he at least 
martyrs in resolution, and have so iiuicli of a reciprocal affection 
33 forhim, as shall, like his Awe to us, he stronger than dealh. 
Yet how rcasoirahle.is the demand ! Did he leave hh Father'*s 
. bosom for us, and shall we scruple to abandon our houses and our ' 
kindred for him ? Did he expire on the cross tor us, and shall 
not we be ready to take vp our crosseSf and follow funi Shall 
27 it not be delightful to us to trace his most painful step-., and by 
the most costly sacrifices to approve cm* gratitude and our duty ^ 
Blessed Jesus, le^d us! and by tl*y giape we will follow iher, 
whatever be the path, whatever be the burden, whatevci ilio 
terror of ilie way; knowing that if we partake with tlice in thy 
sufferings, we shall at length share with thee in thy consolation 
and thj/ glory! (2 Tim. ii. 12.) 


.s r. c; T. cxxri. 

Publicans and sinners flock round our lard, and he vindicates 
his readiness to recevse them by the parables of the lost sheep 
and piece nj money. Luke X V. I—tO. 

IUKEXV. I. ivkeXV.I. 

our Lord addic'-sod himself to the mill- 'J'llKS 
tiinde, and e.speciall) to bis disciples, ml the 
.•-abbath-day, as lie came out from the house of 
tile noble Phan^^c with whom he hud dined. 



The parable of the hst sheep. 


\,rs 


unto him all the pwb- now as it was thm a season of leiso^ej and he '‘'‘ "i'- 
fjM”o heaHiiin '"^™ appeared in public teaching the people, oil the oxxii. 

publicans in that place, some other noto-"'^''^^ 
nous sinners, who might pot easily have been j 
admitted into the Pharisee’s house; drew near 
' to heoKiiMfn preach,® being charmed with the 
condeiicension which allowed of their access. 

0 And the Phari- Jcsus, moved ^Ith compassion for them, 2 

s< ( saiii]sonhei,miir- uttcrcd soinc remarkable discourses, admirably 

uiimd, This calculated for their oncouranemeut, and that of 
in.iii rcc'tiivcth sin- ,, i i j i i i ’ i 

nris.nid(atct!iwith Others, who had lam under the most aggravated 


ilicm. 


guilt. Hut the proud Pharisees and scribes 
who were present, murnntred when they saw 
siu:h a crowd around him, and said, This man, 
while he sets up for a religious Teacher, unac¬ 
countably gives access to the most profligate 
sinners, and sometimes eats with them, ami 
makes no scruple to accept of invitations fc 
their houses. (Compare Mark‘U. 16, Vol. I 
p. :}90.) 

■?pjke [./c'Pjiv] for the encouragement of tliesc; 

miLo pjjyf penitenls, as well as lo rebuke the ceiiso- 
nous and uncharitable Pharisees, spate to them 
■1 hat uuii of/A/.v and said. What wan ti'there i/4‘ 

iii<'ilshc‘(p,if hL'iosc.y'^^^ a iioefc or rtn Awwrfrm .cAtV'/;, who 

one of them, rioth rt'/// not vpon losing onc of theYii, \mn\cd\^.ic.\\ 
,..tii,uv the niiiay Jfaig fjjg 'ninety-nine that were leedino: toge- 

lit nes^. .iiid go-itifi th*' pastures or the desert,^ and go from 

that tthnii i., !(,>,(, pl.icc to pliice ill schitIi ujter that which icas 
'"*'>** \ud"\vVm 1 till he Jindil^ And haraing at length i 
hath he laps if on his shoulders, greatly ^’c- 

uh u I'ti Ins shoiil. 7 otm/^', as a man in sueli a circumstance n.uu- 
iiors, u’jo,c4ng. rally wouki; (compare Mat. xviii. 12, IJ, sect 


’/ And hf 
tliii ji.irable 
s.ivin;;, 


'■ ]ll Cicpjib'u i>i\ f.hil ,inncu itrru th’al 
I' hi .1 hull ] boinu sill)[iuse till J iMltio 
l>y n {loiticiihti ill)),■iniitiuciU tioLii oil till' 
111 i,,;liiiiiiiiiiig ]iailv lint ill I,like 
oil III tin; ^t.nv, uitli'iut ouv iiitiiii.ilion 
(1 .1 (hdiii^o i-ithcr Ilk till' tiinv.ur the 
Ml ILL of il, I Aiii iDC'liiii'd to ihiiik iheie 
ili-.cuui'tes might be dclocn'd the "ame 
iLiy that Christ dmod udh the Phariic-c 
(sCk I ( aix.) tthich hoing the s.ihb.Uh- 
d.iv, wonld gim the pablic.in'i:, uhnnii 
oi|ii i' flays. .11 re employed in tlio i .'lilt i, 
a 111 jie euiiM'iiiciit opjiorlunity oF at- 
ii iiiliiig.—'^oiiiy hi\e cojieludcd (I enu^d’ 
iK.ier comeotllte fo. fthat reason,) that 
'Ins li.i|;|kune'l in t.alilee of the Ocntilei. 

1).) iind .l<i|djii,^pm wheiK'f, they ."ty* 

'“!n".t i.vnii 11)1 tfi.JeriiMilcm, (1 nko s'.ii. 


11 ) lliif that tlie eliiof [)art of ihis .is- 
senibU uere ('entile idolaters.,! .ui nevLi 
be pi'oied, and if it could, it Mould bt 
no Milfieitiit proof of f'hriiL’i, h.'in", iiov 
on tl). oiher side of .Inidaii. Yi l I ai.- 
kiioiilisJge It bmhly pri>b.il)Ie, ihat M.inu‘ 
ulol.itious (Imtilcs might loiii uiiii tin 
iniiltiiuilo, who, if they u]ideisio..ii tliLsi 
p.irablrg, ini!;ht justly dial, gii.it ti: 
euiirdijeiii lit frora them', 

>' f,i til,' jiasliires of the' Ci- d’.j t'ncnl- 
tn.it; I gfuaiid, iisulin<.ieK .n ci.iinMi'>i' 
of pa ..111 It, Uiii called Mildeiness', oi ih- 
.'.eilii.y the I'M'', in dntiiu'tioii f,iiiii 
ar.ibli'. or itiel.iM d land Compare .fo^li. 
w (>!, 1 Isiivis a 'll, y Kings in. S ; 
M.il. in ' , iiii 1 .Mails VI. 51. (Coiiip.ai 
dl-o not'.e. Mat. .wni. I'J, sect, sin , 
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The parable of the lost piece of money. 


SECT. Ixiv. p. 46.) And when he conieth hmiJi, 
cxx”. he calls together [/«>j friends and neighbours^ 
''"^'^und says unto them, Vvith the greatest pleasure, 
6. friends, you may.ivow rejoice with me; fyr 
iny labour and search have not been m vaiil, 
but / have jouiid my sheep which was lost. 
'And as he thus is more delighted with the re¬ 
covery of the sheep which he had lost, than 
with the safet}^ of the rest, which had not wan¬ 
dered; So, / say to you, that greeter and raoio 
si'D'jible joy will be in heaven, among the bles¬ 
sed and benevolent spirits that dwell ther> 
mer <.nc penitent sinner, than irer nimtij-nine 
niihtcous persons who do not need such di'e]) 
ripetUanctf or such an universal change of 
mind and character. 

; Or, to illustrate the matter by another ohvious 
similitude, that it may yet more powerfull v strike 
your minds, Iffiut poor woman having ten pieces 
if silver mouldy, though they vvi>re each ol liiern 
but the value of a drachma, it she l>st one oj 
them out of her little stock, will not presently 
light a lump, and take the pauis to iweep o-u 
the house, and search carejiilly in all the cor- 
‘net's fill she jind it? Anil when she has 


6 And when hp 
comelb homv, li<‘ 
callfth tugethoT kn 
tiK-nds and 
houib, Keying unto 
them, rejoice w'l'tli 
me, fori have fuiind 
tnjr sheep whirh w.i'-' 
tost. 

*1 I say nido you, 
that likewise )ii ■ 
^iial! be in liean'i, 
(i\er One sinn<-' ri'.e 
repcnri-tli, moil iImii 
OM 1 ninety .ind nine 
)iis( pi'i'.ons ii.iili 
need no r< i’''nUin.c, 


ri hither wlut uo- 
inan. hatini' t< u 
pierrs of sii\ i r, 
looseniu puce dotli 
not light 1 i.iudli, 
iiiid anti'll the hoii'-'' 
•ind SCI k dilici'iitU 
till slv find tt * 


0 .^nd ivlii-n tilt 


<■ (','Patfr j,nf mil bv in hrairn, &c ] 
Alluding, says Mons. L Kiifriiil (a ii'tie 
ton CO dlv,) to the style of the Jews, 
with whom it was usual to ic|irescn> the 
aniT' Is veeptugforthei'orruptioii of men, 
and icjoiciiig at their lonttrsion Him 
It s« cm- wiy unwdrianl.iblc lo suppose 
<'hrisl thus absertiiig a thing merely be¬ 
cause the Jews used thus to lepresent 
and conceit e of it —We may rather con* 
dud" from ver. ID that, nt least in some 
extraoidinary eases, the angels are, ei* 
thcr hy immediate ictelation, orothcr- 
wisL, informed of the convcision ofsin- 
lurs, whii ii must to those benevolent 
spirits be an occasion of jov; nor could 
am thing have been siig'cstrd more 
piopei, to erK'oiiiage tiu humble peni¬ 
tent to expose, the repining Pharisee, or 
toaniinite all ti zeal in so good a work, 
as endeavouring to promote the lepen- 
lante of other-. 

•1 Than mer m-irl/-ninp ri^hifom pir- 
Mis, ke ]It caiiniit be mir I.o»d's mean¬ 
ing hete, that Ood esteems onepinitejit 
sinner moie than n'ne(i/-ninc confirmed 
and established saints (who are, undoubt- 
Iv, the persons spt.keii of a- iiteding no 
I epeiifaiiee, or no univcr>al change of 


he lit and lift. in which sense the woid 
/a IS coiniiioiily used;) tor it « mild 

bi iiiconsi lent wiih the Diviiie »i-doin, 
goiidni s 1 , ii'id holiness,‘to suppose this 
iliir it la plainly as if he had .s.iid, “ .As .i 
‘‘ father pefidiarU rejoices when .in c\- 
“ travagant child is lediieed lo a smse 
“ ot Ills duty, and,o!ie whom he had eon- 
biilered as utterly mined by Ills tollies, 
“ anil perhaps as dc.id leturns with rc- 
“ iiKTse and siibiiiihsion; oj as any 
" other per-on who has recovered vvlmi 
“ be had gi>Pfl up for gone, has j m.ire 
“ sensible iHitisfaciioti in it tlian iii se- 
‘‘ vera! oilier things equ.illv valuable, 
“ but 1 . it III such danger ‘•o do the lio- 
“ Iv rnhabitants of heaven rejon e in 
" the conv crsioii of the most abandmii d 
“ riiiiters, and the great Father ot all so 
'• readily foigives and receives them, 
“ th.it he may Iw re.prescii'cd as having 
“ part in the joy."—Though, by tlib 
way, when human passions are asciibcd 
to Uod, It IS certain they aio to be taken 
in a iii;Qrativa, sense, aidirel V vxi'l nsi v c 
of those senfiatjniis wlii^ rctuU from 
the commotions of aitimal nature inou'- 
srlvcs. 
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iiatii found tt, she fautid it, sfie joyfullv' calls her ft'male friends r. 

and neighbour's together; to acquaint tliein with fxxn, 
saymg,Kc- her.good succcss; and, concluding It will 
jojoe ttitUnje, tor 1 agreeable news to theui,'»he saifs. Rejoice with 

tSiflosr'" 

10 Likewise, 1 say moiiey whuh 1 had lost.'^ And so I sai/unto lO 
.iiio sn.i, Thuie ig yo^j that there is m lifce*'manner a peculiar Joy 
I'ly in the prescnct- heaven among the angels of God over one re- 
MM one ,111111 tiiai penting sinner. . Do not therelore wonder il I 
''ll' Jdbour'to promote their joy on this account, 

.ind condi '.cend to famihar'‘coiiverse with those 
whom you proudly despise as univorthy your 

roiT'i ryl 


IMPROVEMENT. 

lk)\v graed'ul and lovely does di</'/,oyvi appear, while thus ser. i 
ojiemng his compussionate arms and heart, to these wretched 
out-custs, (or xrhose souls no man eared < Who can choose iiiiL 
rejnire at th\s Jubilee which he proclaimed among them, and at 
the eiieerinl attention uhveh tliey gave to thc'^e tidings of 
great jo'j? M.vy we, who are his I'ollowers, O'^ver d-spise ihc 
meanest or '.he worst of men whin they seem disposed to receive 
leligion-i in-stincii'n ; but laiher exert ourselves with a distm- 
gnishetl zeal, as knowing that the Joy of the world in 10 

their reeovery will he in some measure proportionable to the ex- 
tremlt^ ot their fin mor d.in<>er 

I's ofien iv^oi. 'ct Uk 'Imntv rfnci g') 0 (lness of those prr-^i 
ieited 'spirits who look dou.' from their own glory with eoinpas- 
oon on mortals wan I' -e g m the paths oj the destnnjer, and who 
Siiig anthems of thankfulness ai.d joy, vvlien by Diving grace 
th.iy aie ri'ilanned from thorn. Lei every sinner be touclied 
uitii a generous desire, ih.u he who has been m so many in¬ 
stances the oU'eiice and burden of the earth, may become the 
j(.y of heaven by his sincere conversion. And let ihe 5o/a’f/'Mt/c4j 0 
wjiii which tlie Jitile possessions of this x&orld are sought, when 8, 
they arc lost l>y any acenlent, engage us more earnestly to 
.soek what is intiniti iy more tahiahle, our own sabeation, and 
that of the iimnortal souls of others. May we in our diiferent 
stations lahonr successfully for tiieir recovery: that we may ano¬ 
ther day share in tliat higher Ji)y whicl/o’ and glorilicd saint:, 
shall express when they see them not only reduced to the patlis 
of virtue and huppLiiess, hut fixed in abodes ofeteiiial glory*? 


<’.'//<■ ct/ii'i//? feinalc/W«»rff(T«; ^ iliit-iiut ab''v<‘ nmr-pciirt'); 1ml it i', 

*r;(i/' lft nnijlii Sjuem u pr.‘,c:titii<tas Ihi. tenth |).irl at lu-i littli. 
It inlly wptlh wbili to n ,k Ihu congritu- stock, and Uic I'lipnssihle .iiid socml 
liiiDii of hiiT fiicii.l'. un -0 small .ni oc- temp>’rof IIh’sia mas b« perhaps lliought 
v.4",ii>n tts finding a drai liin.i, d*'*" ^kat. of, .".s sdiLmf, s. njr jnopin (J'to the n-pie- 
till- piece ol' soiii hove nienli si d 1 1 'onlinian. 
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77/(“ parable of the prodigal son. 


SECT. CXXIII. 


Oar Lord farther pursues the design of thefrecedhig parabk^j 
by dclh ering that of the prodigal son. Luke XV. 11, to the 
• end, 

Luke XV. 11. wxv.ii. 

SECT. tlic aaint! di.’sign of viriilicating him- And h.' VjkI, a 

cxxm. self in conversing with publicans and sin- 
ncrs, of reproving the envy of the Pharisees, 

X\^ii flud of encouraging every sincere penitent by 
moving representations of the Divine mercy, 
our l.oid went on to utter another most beauti¬ 
ful and aircciing parable, jd^d he saidf while 
tfiis various innltitiide was standing round bun, 

I'here was a certain man in plentiful circum¬ 
stances, anil of a very condescending temper, 
who had tzio St-m that were now grown up to 
I'Jniaiibood. the younger of them, fondly u Andtho^omis- 

conceited of It^s own capacity to manage his af- 
lairs, and weary of the restraints of his fatlier’s me tile pull run ut 
house, uiid one day to Ins indulgent pa;rn^, that t-iiu-th lo 
fat her, as I am now come to years of discre- u,;! 

lion, 1 desire thou vvnuidst give me into mine 
own hands that portion of goods which, accord- , 
ing to an equitable distnhqi!ori,y(;/L‘ tom^share. 

And he, unwilling to nialce any invidious dis- 
iiiiciiou in distributing bis effects, divided his 
living between them both,® and gave them his 
chici stock of money, reserving the house and 
estate in his own bands. 

13 And nut mam/ days after this division was *3 And nottnanj 
made, the younger son gathering all his trea- 
sure together, and pretending a dc'-ign ot tral- e<i aill togviii. r, and 
ffckiiig with it, took a journey into a very distant <ook i»is jourtny m- 
country; and there forgetting his relations 
home, and living with a knot of companions stand- with uoioi.^ 
like himself, in a very riotous, debauched, and Uvnne 
extravagant yriiennei, he ijuickly squandered 
away the whole of his substance. - i- 
]A And when be had consumed all \nih\<s\vrete\\. And when in- 
cd course, It sohappciiedj through the righteous 
judgment of God upon him, there teas'an 

liiins hrivcifU them boUi.] to hhi ]ti<s one uf tho^c many 

no sign'ilij-ant -icnhc c?n bu orunmcntaleircum>>tnn(;(>-, whictiii would 
clroumi.untf’of the iwiahh, be weakne-'j over-rjgoriiiis»ly to accuin 
g to the (Ijj^en^.itions ot Uod aiodaic to the general de-tign. 




.Having spent all his suhsta^icCi he is reduced io want. 1.j 7 
liroH'aftjiniitvfiiDino extremeJamine in that country wlic^re he so- sect., 

beglnVlIt-m of CXXIH. 

the very neces.'.aries of Itfe. And^ finclnig no -"v^ 
V' sueltor or relief among those who had bi*en the 

.nvj loinod b)n^<'u tii , i’ i ■ i i, i i ■ , AV, u. 

aiiti/cHofiUatcnun-ol his luxury, , and shared in the 
trv; .111(1 iip sent ijijn spoils of tiJS substuiicc, yet unable to brook the , 
into Ins fields toftM mortiht^atioii of returning home in suchcircum- 
stances, he "went and joined litmselj as a serttant 
to a c'itigen if that place ; who^ thipking.siich a 
worthless creature unfit for any lx*tter |)ost, sent 
him away into his grounds^ belonging to an c- 
state in the country, where be employed him to 
feed swine ; to winch, however mean and di.sa- 
greeahle the emoloyment was,'' this unhappy 
youth, who had onee lived lu so much plenty 
Ami iio would and splendor, was forced to submit; ylnd even 16 
Ill'll V' «'uh ih!' In k- *^hon, through the unkindness of his master, and ' 
iJiitiiifNttim'dKk'.it the extremity of the season, fu‘ was kept so 
.iiirt III. Ill in sA\p nil- poorly, that lie had not bread; but would gladly 
have filled his Iningiy belly with’the sorriest 
hiisk'i''^ which the swine did eat; and yet there 
was no man tliat a’ uld taki' so much pity upon 
him as to gke unto him one morsel of food ; so 
sparing did the famine make them, and so much' 
did every one ft.-spisethis foolish and scandalous 
prodigal. 

11 tii.i wild And now the infamy and distress of his pro-17 
1.11111 tj himseli, he i-itnation began to lead him into serious 

co; sideration ; and coming to hinuelf he so far 
recovered hia reason, which bad before been 
dethroned abd extinguished by the mad intoxi¬ 
cation of sensual pleasure, that he said in his 


h If 7,,'i—iW/f luiii lulo hi i^roiiiulf ] Tint 
in such u cnii<itri'<'ti(jii, slioiiki b<ovn- 
(Ififd III this mnniK'i, 'In' atcurali' El'ocr 
h.ii. 'licv.ii hi a laiu'n nf voiiuni’m!; lu- 
sl.ino s. ( 'liM'r\. Vol. I p, '249 ) 

« H(i\,ii"i mi'in an I di n',ii'‘'al>|p the 
eiiijili'MiK'iil wah J It 1“ Irs'f . 'hattUMonir 
Ihi' aiii'ient ilu’ thef iwlneherd 

iin- loriki’d upon as an (ill'iecr ut no iniiuD- 
sk 1 i'i,i 1 i!(' rink ; as I'^idnitly .ippcnr® fro™ 
jflii' ivhicli r.mnA'iis m.ikes ip th« 
Odyssey but this w.a- an .ifi(' of urtaler 
h'l'iifiiicnt, the unhappy youth was ohl'!:- 
rsl |(, t('i]d Jill' hwme liiinsclf; and if he he 
rinr idrrwl as a.Icw, th(' anersmu of that 
natii'ii fiir thi‘.< uncle in nri'mat irmsijoxlpr 
tin cmpIdTfflent (‘I'Liiliailv (xlious to luin; 
awl i>rijla!)).v this (.ircumjt.iiici? was i.lio=pn 


by our l/ird loippicsent hnn asrodured to 
the most \lie .iml bmile state that ('ould 
be iina'’ii)e']. 

n iih ihr sorrivt.t A latetrao'- 

lation (after llniwn, Saubert, an.l 

many otheis) renders i?.* 
or the. fruit of the f'liwfi aliieh hmi'a 
mean, tlwin?!! ‘uvettbiil' ft™*! “f fruit, in 
Ion;; emoki'd pods; winch bv some i;^ cal¬ 
led St. John’s biead; but if the acciiunt 
winch .Sanbeil hiin>it;lf gift's <d' it he true* 
siviiic would li trdlv base lieeti ted with any 
thing hut the h p.irt of tin , m a time 
of cstrcine famine. J flicu'lorp chniise to 
retain our verMun, but t.ike it, on tut 
whole, to.hatc been the friiil of a tn'i' 
sometliing of a wiM ■ he -nut kiii',!. S^* 
Uri Sins .III In 



358 Awakened i)t last to a sense of huifolbjt he returns horn 


SECT own mind, Alas, ’ orv marnf hired servants 

family o* 7?jj/gOod father have hrrad enough and 
to spare, while I his cfnld, who have known so 
xv!^n many better days, am even perishing with fa^ 
mine, and am not thought worth my food by 
this unkind master to wliom I havo^hired my- 
ISself! Whatever be the consequence of it, I 
am resolved that 1 will sit no longer in this mi¬ 
serable condition ; but I will immediately arise, 
and go to nuf father, if all my little rem'aiuing 
strength can carry me such ii journey ; and, 
without vainly attempting an apology, I willsai/ 
to him, O my dear injured father, I humlily 
confess that / haie sinned against the (Jod 
'A heaven* by a long course of vice and wicked¬ 
ness, and have been guilty also of the vilest be¬ 
haviour before thee, in abusing thy goodness, and 
19 grieving thee by my unnatural rebellion ; And, 
in consequence of this, I am no more worthy to 
Jbe called thy Ison, nor can I expect the f.i\our of 
being admitted into thy family on such terms a- 
gam; nevertheless, do not suffer me to perish, 
but rather mahe me as one of thine hired ser^ 
and I will be contented for the futinc to 


sawl, How raoiiv hirrd 
sen an^sof rnyfallicr’s 
ha\e Ifrcatl enoiijrh 
and to 'v|]are, niid I 
peiish With hmii'ei ' 


•ia I w'll arise, and 
go tu rnv fathci, and 
vill unto l.'Ui, 
Ffithf r, I h.ive sinii. d 
a'l.iiii''! iuMven, .\iid 
b( fijre thee, 


19 \mi am no Til'll I 
ttdrihv to b< e.dli d 
thv '•on . in.iki- me 
as one nt thv liiiv’d 
'.ervaiil'- 


litbonr and to fare as they do, so I may but live 
in thy sight. 

20 accordingly/ic rtiw at that very instant, co An<i in .uo 

and set forward on his long joiirney, passing 
through all the stages of it with a firm rosolu- 
tion. Providence taking care for hissubsistonce, 
though he was obliged to beg liis i-ay ; and at 
length lie came to the neighbourhood of the 
house in which hi^father dwelt. 

Hat while he was yet at a considerable dis- —lint when hewn'! 
tance, his father, who happened to be then look- 
irig that way,.rani him, and picsently knew him, and h.«J eomiiassioii! 
disguised as he was; and his bowels yeanied 
over him, to see him in so wretched a condition: 


attrf immediately, as if lie had forgot tiie dignity 
of his own character, and ail the iujiu;ies he had 


* Swnrt/ n^canU the p'cat tied of kea- 
I'l.y Tliiv wns, as Dr Goodman obsei vc*. 
I I’arahleuf th»' i’r(»di''al, p 207), an ac- 
knowlcd;;menl that hi'* father’s yokr hmX 
tK-''!! -(> sdjy, that his throwing it <>(1 had 
Ixeii .in .icl of rebellion Ri'.iin^ Otid : and 
I* ‘■Iicwcd alim that Ins heart w.i-. tom li«l 
'■ 1 I '•■‘US'*, not only of th" T t-'it the 


l^nlt of In'! <;oiu!nct, and that the fear nl 
Gi'd heiran^to rake hoM of Inni. 

f ,1/o/r me asOne of iImi/" hni'tlsf)-ant^ 
Ilemciitiuiisthi!),iiotb(riiii'<r siii hsfiv.iiit 
fared wonc than rilavi s; Init becan'>e he » n 
hbreelfanhirwl servant, and theri'fim' ii.' 
tnrallv eoinparcd.hiv own hfthdifi'Ui vitl 
thCfi* of tfut Milk in Ins fvlher’" i leid; 



His father kindly receives him. 


m 


and 
t)i$ neck 
him. 


Mil, and fell on j:,eceived,'A^ ran to Ins child, and fell an his neck sect.’ 
^ cc|t, and kls^(.■d eager embrace, and ^nderly kissed him 

21 And the son With tears of joy. And thehon began to 

said unto him, Fa-jju' humble acknowfed^ents, as he-before had 
%r, 1 have posed, and said untcekinif 0 my abtised and 

lu thv sight and am injured I am ^sh?raed to appear m th}^ 

no more worthyS'b pres^Sfce^^for such ha^jb^en rny vileness, that/ 
he called thy son.' sinned against the'Ood of heaven^ andfhe- 

fore tkeCy andifm no more worlky to be ca fled 
and...Oirned as f%-so», or to receive any token 

22 But the father favourable regards. But^ before he could 22 

J!llL**'('•^'th"thc^hcs^ make an end of thie speech be intended, the 
roiict .-iiid put it on compa.ssi()nate father turned, and said to his 
him, ind piit aring sei-vcmts, who wero'now gathered ruiind them. 

Go immediately into the house, and bring out 
the best robe that is there,s and clothe him -with 
it, and put a ring on his bandy and sandals on 
his feet, that my deer child may appear like 
2 '? And bring hi- himsclf; Andlct othefs of you rgiJi tothe stall,2) 
tbi'i the fatted calf and bring hither the fatted calf thsA is there, and 
. .. ‘ kill it^ for a festival entertainment; and let us 


on his han 
shoes on hn foot 


!> rnr this inv UlIU, ur JL-VI x m « 

wa dead and is r,f t|,e hunpipst days of my life, and mure Joy- 
*' l^nl than the birth-day of one of my children ; 


.ind kill it .iii'l let 

ust.n and bcmcirv , , • » *1 • m 

21 . i'..r this mv eat and he rheetjiU: tori esteem this as otie2t 

!.iin wa ' ‘ ‘ 

ill I VC 

Io..t -tn.i I-. L..1111U. , , .- , - j I 

And Mn v began to Smce this Wij Son, that tOUS SO long COHsKlcrcd 
be b\ nie as dead, is restored to life ;' and he who 

lias concluded to tie irrecoverably lost, is fmindy 
so tliat f have renewed hope of comfort in him. 
x/w/ the whole hou.se was filled with joy, and, 
having maiKv.tlio entertainment iTeady, they be* 
gan to be^ vheeifid. 


e T/if' hcA Toht 1 It i» observt^ bv Fcr- 
r.iriiis fill',R« A e>Oar. lib, 111 cap 2 *,) 
that ihf ifi long rohi', was i garment 
w li'ch SCI rants never wore; so that liiiS 
f.itber's ordering any such garment, and 
espcei.illy the best,’ li> be bnnight, was 
decbiinig’ III the must moving manner 
Ih.ii C.J11 be imagined. ho» tar he was 
'.lorn intending to tinal him like a >icr- 
viiit—'lis mentioning the ring and 
sh'.e- spake the s.-iine l.iiignagc; .J^many 
learned writers have ob-erved Sfw ^^0]- 
lm« III loc *' 

b 'hr fa'tnl calf, and kili li,] filsiier 
vvo"ld render the woiil saeiifice it; 

irul) nrg'iig that ii was cuatoniary to of- 
fci a sacriliee at Ibe biithj and soiinnii>n^ 
at I he tinexp'^clcd ici ovary, of a child. 
(Sec l‘!l»tter, Obseiv j>. 24 -^, WO.) .tut 
110 such SileriliCB was''appe|iiled ainoPR 
fie Jl'tts, nor could .nny liave been 


lawfully offered but atiTerusalem, which 
does not appear to have been the scene 
of this parable ; so that I can see nu jiist 
reason fur such a rendering 
• That was dead, u resWrei to life | It 
is by a vei v cuinmon and beautiful em¬ 
blem that vicious persons aic repiescntcd 
as dead, both bjf sacred and profane au¬ 
thors; (compare 1 Tim. v, 6; Epb 11 ,1; 
V. U; Wollius jn loc.) and the natural 
death of their childfren would be less 
grievous to pious pareoti, than to see 
them obaqdoned to sucirn coarse ns tliia 
young sinner took.—But to suppose .in 
iUh'ion here- to that statute, (Deut. x\i. 
18—21.) whu h condemned a disobed ent 
and rebellious -.on to death on tlie pio..e» 
' cution of bis parent-, would in this ca'e 
be most unnatural, and utterly spoil ih’- 
tendeniesc and «raoe uf this speech 



4^ 


ilis elder brother repines, and resents ii; 


^cT. But while the younger son was thiUs received 25 Now elder 
esxin into Ins father’s bo^iise, hi& iddfirson mis abroad 3 

the Jetd; and as on his return lie approached div,w nigu to Uip 
fhe housef he the sound of nimic and }^omc,he 
' im. and' was surprised at the discovery of su<^ 

^ I • ! s »JV _ _ -J- 


26 unusual iov. ind citing otie of th^ servants , ho called 

to come'to him, he imuyed of »»tw 



is come home; and thy father so transported thvfathcrhaihliiifd 
tviili joy at bia une:icpccted return, that he has fatted calf, bi- 
'.-Uk-d the fatted calf, and made a very aplendid "'.i 

enicrtammcnt,'w'Cfltw received him iw sound. 

good health again, and found him happily re- 
28 Covered to a sense of his duty. And he was 


28 


.\nd he w as 

very angry at the kind reception of his brother, *'** 

and resolved that he would not go in. 

Ills father therefore hiring he ivas there, —Tiicnforc cam. 

anti being tedd he had discovered some utieasi- c^freattd Uun ’ " 

ness, came out witli great condescension, and 

calmly entreated him to be pacified, and .to join 

with them in the festivities of the day. 

29 But, instead of rejoicing on so happj’ an oc- 29 And be .msBci- 

ca.sion, and running to embrace his penitent bro- 
, \ Ml ? II e I ther, Lu these inaiiv 

ther^ fle* was suU nnrot envv and resentment, ycaisdoisem ti 

and replied to his father, Behold, I have peeved ncniici iiansgrt '. d 
thee these many years, and even to this'tlay am ^ 
as caretaf or thy allairs as ir thou wast my fnas- yd ii,ou mlilt 
ter, rather than my father; nor e^t thou say 's-t me a kHi, tii.ii i 
/ have, at my time defined from mj* duty, or TimmuI”^ 
traiLsgressed thy command; and yet. thou hast ^ 
never ^hen me so much p g kid^ that 1 mifh^\ 
make an entertainment with a of tny .select , 

">Qfricnd<: But as soon as cver^t^ii thy favourite p Sut ae soon .is 
son was come, who has, as much as in him lay, ' 


tliiS' thy son 
Cdino, wlikli 


H.IS 

l> 3 tb 


1 1 


devoured thy substance with harlots abroad, in a dtMonred thy imn; 
long course of scandalous debaucheries, to his "'tii boiiots, thou 
own ruin, and th«'inliuny of the familv, //fw 
ha^t killed for him the fattest calf, and made him - 
as tvelccme a^ if he had tieen the.^tM^f dutiful 
chil^.upon earth. 

Aiid, though his fatlier-instly might have tak'' 


liil• . 



J / * ^ ^— 

en of mv Iviiidncss; yen. oil ifiu. f have 



161 


but is told by hh father kowft ft was to rt^oice. 

33 It was meet {g in a manner thnUf as thou art heir to the bulk sect. 

mrJtJi.'atd bt’”lad: "*y ?" farther Consider- cxMit. 

for t6y irfother ation, thou must acknowledge that ii rms fit 
was (lead, and is a*t <fg^ skoutd/easl and rmie^ to-day ^ for this thy yv 
ilJ f ^‘LTic-rr**- r** brotheft ‘ s»4e w0but lateK ' looked upon 

2I1q 1$ i^^ukUi* * > / • ■- 1 I I I * 

as dead^ Uy as it wer^<^iraculously made aliie 
' ' agahsi and he wha vt^ lost to us all^ is now 

happily found ; and ^ will much better become 
thee,to join .with us in joy for his return, than 
thtMr pecviably'vtp jquarrel with my indulgence to 
himl 

Now you who have heard this parable will 
easily see how mdccent this conduct was, and 
how ungracious p%ure this elder brother makes 
in ttiy story. Ajfid I will assure you, that when 
you Pharisees murmur at the kindness shewn 
to the publicans, or even the Gentiles them¬ 
selves,® Oil their ^ocere repentance, you act 
with as ill a grace,'and are the objects of still 
greater blame, in proportion to tlie degree in 
which mens eternal interests are more luipor- 
tant than those tliat relate merely to the present 
stale. 


’ , VI ihal } hf(ve t> tlane. j This is a 
in.at(‘ual intiTnatioii, and i»ugga$.te a 
riMsoii airaiiist fniirimiiing at the 
iiitl'.lm'iici, hfwn to great sinAers; for 
.!> 11 !■ ,io>tul welcottM; that the father 
g.ni tint, voungtr son did n<>t mchue 
him to disinhi'rit the* dder hrcilher, 
iK-itluT Mill liod, out of n trartial fond* 
tii',-. I'm remurkablc pcnititni% iaisa,thein 
to .1 state of gloiy superior to that of 
tho'ic who li.ive on the whole made a 
enater propu>s in bulmess, and donh 
inin more ceiisUiit attdfaithful serviiiei,' 
* Ikis Ihg kioflur J 'I'beie is a lovely 
opiin>>itiuQ b tween this and the .Ifld* 
M'ise • the ilder son had there mdeeeot- 
k s.iid, } hi, ihtf ton; the lather id hit 
reply 1i iideilv s.i.ys, 7M//iy irolAei, And 
It IS a inoving iiitiin,atinn, that tbebest 
of men «oi,'ht to took upon (fte most a* 
tiaiirloned .sinners asla sntoe re^ntri; tbelr 
bri'ihrni >till, andtiiould esi»g{cidly re* 
nu-mher the leiatioo, when there ap> 
,.ny iiiclinadoii to return. 

To the pnblK'.in#,. or oien the Oeii* 
11 1's the'n'e h'eo J Maiw commenwiors 
hnenniMdi r(d ilns patalile in 3 tieiTof 


peculiar applifiaUoA to the Jews jud Gen- 
tiles; and ha^e obaerved, that the mur- 
tnurs of the Jews against the apostles for 
preaching the gospel to the Gentiles, ("ce 
Acts xiii. <13—30; xaii. 21, 22, .nid 1 
ITifs. 11 . In;) are repj’e'^ciited by the 
Conduct of the cldCr brother.—^Thi^ v.is 
certataly a Case cetnpreliended in >v.ir 
Lnid'sdfingn; but he undouhtedl] had 
s.;niething more in his intention. Ih 
meant Co shew, that h.id t1<e riiarisccs 
jbtMn at! emntentiy .gixid as- they tbem- 
iteWes pretended to be, yet it had ncen 
yerv iinn-oithv ihrir iharactm to take: 
ollLiiceat the kind treatment uhich any 
sint'erc penitent might'rec^eive. Thus 
does he here, and in many iKirillel trxts, 
ccndcinu thmf conduct on then own 
prliifiph's, fhl>U]|h elhewl'cre, on proper 
Oi'Caaions, he shews the fal-rhood of those 
prfndliiee, and plainiy exposes their hy¬ 
pocrisy and guilt. 'Ihus the judiotoos 
t'alriti states the itiatter; and it !<: 
strange so ihany leanied writers should 
bavefnitzled themiedves tnd titeir read* 
('I s in so clear a easa, 


VI )1 If 


M 



Rejections on the follij of'sinners^ md 


m 


improvement. 

SECT. 1,et us hero behold, with all due attention, tlie moving re- 
'cxxnr. ]>res(;ntation which our gracious Redeemer makt^. ol'the folly of 
'■'■*'^.WHMt'?'5,and the compassions oj God; compassions^ which he de¬ 
scribes as one who himself felt them,,i|nd who in this respect, 
as well as otlu rs, was thf express ima^^^ his FailKer, 

We ha\e hefore us in niis pa'able, a lively emblem of the 
character ami conuition of sinne^.^in their,, fallen state. They 
{ire tiius impatient of the inostij[^pssary restraints; tlju.s fondly 
Vcr. 12. conceited of ihcir own wisdoin; and thus, when enriched by the 
bounties of the great common Father, do they- ungratefully run 
frf'in him, and say unto God, Depat I from m, Jor we desire not 
\'Mhe knowledge of thy ways; (Job. xx'i. 14) Sensual pleasures 
are eagerly sought; and perhaps all their earthly possessions and 
hopes are quickly paid as the price of them. While the means 
14of obtaining ibose pleasures continue, not a senwls thought of 
God can find a place ihtbejir minds: and thqn, perhaps, ajjlic- 
fionsf heavy and complicated afflictions, come upon them; yet 
15, hi even under that pressure they will often make very hard sf'tffs 
before they will be [tersuaded to think of a return; till at length 
divine grace, working in concurrence with Providence, brings 
them to a better temper. 

17 When tliey see themselves naked and indigent, enslaved and 
undone; when they comeh themselves, and recover the exercise 
of their reason, improving it to the only purposes for wh'ch it 
woiild,have been worth while to have received it;—then they 
feel the pangs of penitential remorse: theri they remember the 
13, ^Ohft'ssings they have Jo.-*!, and attend to the misery tfiey havi' in¬ 
curred. And hereupon they are.-disposed humbly to confess 
tlipir folly, and to prostrate themselves in the presence of their 
Iicavenly Father: they put the resolution immediately into prac¬ 
tice; they arise and ao unto 

’0 But oh, let us behold with w^n%r and pleasure the gracious 
reception they find from Divine’ilijtftfed'goodness! He s^ts them 
afar of; pities, hz meets, and embraces them; he interrupts 
their complaints and acknowledgments with tokens of his re¬ 
turning favour. laj^pkraim my dear stnt? is he h pleasant child 
for since I spake against him, I do earneH^I remember lam still 
therefore my bowels e^e troubled for I will surely hm e 
‘ mprey upon him, saiih the Lmd; 20.) Thus does 

God welcome the humble penitent; ihm does he open the 
arms of his love to emt^ce him, and the treasures of his 
i‘ 2 , 23 bounty to enrich him. He arrays him with'tAc robe of a Re¬ 
deemer's righteousness, dresses him in the ornaments of adwf/- 
t'f/iiig grace, honours birti with -the tokens of adapting 'Ictce, 



the kindritss ofOod to returning prodigals. l6j 


dnd invests him with the glorious privileges and iinmpnities of his sr ct. 
children. And all thiyhe do«fs with unutterable A/;-Ac :xxni. 
rejoices over him withjo^i he rests in ki^ tove^ and, as it were, 
rejoices over h^mih’ singing, (Zeph. iii. n;) and this' is the ^ 
•joyful language of tlie song', My children, that were dead, are 
alive again; .ajld thougli|;they were lost^ they are found. 

Let heaydi i^nd eaiftn'uiute in thej[^'and echo back the song. 25,33 
Let no elder fi^’oMeninurmur at the indulgence with whichrjihese 
prodigals are treated; but .^ther welcome dzem back Ihto the 
family, and even ehCburage thing that looks like a dispo' 
sition to return to it. And Jet those who have been thus re¬ 
ceived, wander no more: but rather lettiiem emulate the strict¬ 
est piety of those who, for mdny years have served their heaven- 
hf Father, without having in any'Notorious instances transgres¬ 
sed hi.t commandments. 


SECT. -C^XIV. 


Ch 


hrisi delivers the parable of the unjust steward,.and reprmes 
the Pharisees for their tovetousness and hypocrisy, l.ukc 
XVI. 1-18. 


IVKP XVI 1. 
,yM) lie said also 

‘ * iiiiti|ii^di'Ci)jIe', 

Tlioic was ,1 coitiiin 
riLli in.in winrli had 
.1 sU'ward . and the 
s.inn- was tienihcd 
iiiiio liiiii, that; he 

li.id wasted his 


'i Asd. he called 
Jinn, niid !>nid unto 
hull How Is it that 
[ hear tiiih uf thee > 
Ki\c ail account of 
tliv atew irdship: foi' 
• lion iiiayest bo no 
longer ■tewaid. 


'1 TVn thi* sIrw. 
urd $.iid tt’ithm him- 


LUKE XVI. 1. 

QUR Lord then spake anotlier parable, by sect. 

which he intended to convince his hearers < xxiv 
of the necessity of making a right use of their 
worldly enjoyments: and) having before rebuk- 
od the Pharisees for tlieij envious and uncha¬ 
ritable temper, he .saiil also to his disciples, that 
were about him, There was a certain rich man 
whohada steward, \n wljom he had hiiig put great 
confidence: and he at last accused to him, 
as having wattied his goods which had been in¬ 
trusted to hja'eaFe. Jnd calling him, he saidl 
unto hinK, What is this strange account that J 
hear of thet, ? Can it be true that thou bast act¬ 
ed so unjust and base a part'? Give an imme¬ 
diate apd exact account of thine administration 
and management in this ofiScc'; for thou const 
be no longer steward, with any honour lo thy¬ 
self, or satisfaction to me, white thou coutuiu* 
est under .such imputations and suspicions as 
these. i 

_ 4nd upon this, as Jiii;jiht lie well imagined ,3 
the steward was much alarmed, ami said within 
himself, in the rcasoimigs of ins own nimd, 



Tha. parable of the unjust slezoard, 

N^ct. Whai shall X do intbii unhappy ^tualion of my 
r.xxiv. affairs? for milord arj^ my steward’ 

,^/npy and y^ith it I sh^U.lose my subsistence. / st< 
.■S\\.\afn not able ta dig^ or to apply myself tOv any 
' other laborious work of husbandry j* nor can I ^ 
expect, under this load of infamy, to 
by another in the busine^ I have beeiiifaccus- 
tonieij toi [flHdl J aoi tjBtierly asfamed to kg 
my b^itd, after Wing lived 8j% »» 

4 the world thus lung. And, pftor a pause,'he 
added, / have at length bethought myself, ahd 
uiiw hnow wktt I mil do; m expedient offers sit 
itsi’lt to my mind by which I may secure my- 
self friends, so thu& when I rmiosed frpm 
my officey theyimy receive me into their homes. 

:> Andy in pursuance of this scheme, having cal¬ 
led every one of his lord's debtors to him whom 
be could hope to oblige by sqt^raudulent a propo- 
;a‘, he determined to lower the several articles in Ht 
his book which, stood chargeable to'the account 
of each; and wd, for insiance, to t/Hrfrsty’JJoW hi 
fimudi owest thou to my lord? And he saidy o-i 
an hundred baths oj oil.^ And he <taid to him, 
Take thy bill, in which thou hast acknowledg- 
C<1 the receipt of it,® anff sit down directly, tif 


self, Whatsball I da f 
1i>r uiy lord taketh 
away from me the 
stei'aritslnp: I'can*, 
n^i to heg I out 
hsHwned. 


4 1 am rosol ired 
whattodo, that when 
I am put out of the 
stewardship, the}', 
may reucoe me ui> 
toUieir houses. 


5 So he Called eve¬ 
ry one of his lord’s 
debtor^ iiiituhirn, and 
said unto the first, 
I low much oncst 
thou unto my lurd^ 

6 And lie said. An 
hundred ineagurL". tf 
Oil. And he said un¬ 
to him, Take thy 
bill, and sit down 
quickly and write 
fifty. 


r am ml ahlc b dig, or in apply my- tiotied ia tljfi next terse, is the 113, cor, 
to—husbandrv.] Itaphelius, (Aonot. or/toArr,ofti)e>Ilebrews,contamjn!/ about 
ex Xcn. p. t0+, 105.) apd Eisner, (<.)b- eight.boslielaMa half, Winche^t. i ni< a- 
s,erv. V ol I. p. S5I.) have''hewn that the 1 he w<ird/iomsr being faimliai to 

wnnl o-Jissnliiv signifies in general, Ai cw/ft- ai|^^nglibb ear, l have retained n in the 
V i/e Ike land, and espeeially lapfepare il for veiwkin. This laimer contains ten i-|ilijhs, 
itt\l . winch was one of the most Ubonoii# or b^ha, (Ezek. xlv. 11,14,) an.] each of 

,parls of the husbandman's work in whic^^thtefe latter, teitoipers, (Kxod xvi, , 36 .) 

day labourers were employed} and cofir^,^enty homers, fhlch In- allowed tliu 
-cquently moat fit to be mentionedfbjSt'i^tor to deduct, would on this compn- 
this steward, who having been.Hsed ciaitain nO bushels of wheat and 

delicate and luxuiious «ay of Imng,. '-^bthaas valuable as fifty baths, oi 
Mould naturally think of such a change about 378 gallons of oilj so that the 
of life in the most discpnt^iag view, obligatipn conferred.op both these debl- 
'J he expression, wi laxvm, 1 urn nut ablf, on loight be o<|uail. 
or strong enough, to dtrit, has also a pe. c Thjfce tHi/ 6Ul, tn which thou hast pe¬ 
culiar beauty in this view} ^hich is lost kno'wUdged the receipt of it.] 1 bis bill 
in nut tri\nsla,tio 0 y iwst <Mbef 6 s ptxihzhf^ waR something equivalent in a 

*> 4» humtrej laths qf tftf,] 1108 Greek nite (Mume kand, ackuuw ledging the 

wind IS evidently derived from the of so much oil, and promising 

Hebrew whirh wc render lath in payment for it. The alleration of this, 

theOld Tvmament. (1 Kings vU, >26 • 2 plainly shews bqw much Dr. Clarke is 
Cbrnn. il, 10, Ezra vii. 92.] A'CCordmg mistaken in supposing the steward did no 
to Bishop CmolierLind It contained about wrong Uibis master in this affair, but only 
Veven !!ali<ins,tno quarts, and haffapuit gave the df'htor-' tlip lalne of wbgthe set 
Cumpnfe Joseph. Aiitiq. hb. vlil. cap. 2, off out of his own stock, he undertaking 
V.0 -Tib mfftsurc of zekeat, kofet, men- to pay Ins lord. Sec Clarke’s Sermon'- 



, M j ; 

The wisdoiH shetvn the ehiMren of this n^ld. 145 

and write Another, in orhich thou s^ilt acknow- ^bct. 
ledge the receilit of but J^, and I will alter cxxrv, 
7 Then said he to my bbok agreeable to that. Then he said to' 

. mud "ow«t“*thott ? hm much doH thou owe ? Ami he 

“And he said, An An hundred komcrs of wheat. And he says 
hiiniircd measuw ^ to Tukc thu bill bdcL and write doyvii an 

of iJlir/Mimore; and re- 
bill, and write luinr- member hqvf easy I B®ve made thine account. 

* 1 . _4 whexiehe master heard of itj thotikl' he ^ 

commJl!ded‘*Uie*11n- ^oold not buffe’Sensible that it was an Act of 
luiit stownni, because great injustice, yet he praised the unjust stew- 
he had dune wisely: avd^ OS having done prudently howerer, an<l 

S'sSdmi™h.°! f"""'* oatan artfulexpcdient forbis sabsistence, 
ftencratiim wirfr than by making fnefidS, who might shelter liim for 
tue children of ii!;ht. the present, and perhaps recommend him to 
some neiir trust, in hopes of sharing again in 
the spoils of his dishonesty. And thusy said the 
blessed Jc'riiB when he hadh concluded the par¬ 
able, the children of this world are wiser in 
their way md generation that is, they gener* 
ally act a rfidfe prudent part with respect to their 
secular interests, than even those who may be 
C9\\e.d the children oj lighty or than.good men 
themselves, who are enlightened by God to see 
where their true happiness lies, do with respect 
to theirs, which are so much more important; 
(compare John xii. :i6; 1 Thes v. 5; and Eph. 

V. 8); for they seldom appear so thoughtful and 
active in the great concerns of religion, as worldly 
men .are in pursuit of the momentary and pre ¬ 
carious possessions of this present life. 

voH IkJake ^ y”mr- ^ ^ Endeavour to make% 

wim inends of the yourselves sunj^iends with these riches wliich 
may not imi^ruip^y be called the unrighteous or 
deceitful mafi^an* (asso little confidence can be 


Vol. in. p. 28.5-) For not to say how im- 
prubablp it is (hat this bankrupt bhould be 
able or willing to make such a coosiderable 
prciicnt, It is plain that, if he bad intend¬ 
ed it, he would have let T)ie account re¬ 
main unalterf'd. But by the hxcbahge of 
bills, he cunningly made each of the debt¬ 
ors ail accompliuc with him ih di fmiiding 
hib lord, and thereby provided against a 
discovery. 

<1 In iktif iientTatum.\ It here signifies 
ttff<ari.f dr actions ; as 0^. vi. 9 ; txxvii 3. 

* or deceitful nummon,\ 

^'othlpg run be mure contrary to thejvholu 


genius of the Christian religion than tn nna- 
girie that our Lord would exhort men to 
Iky out their ill gotten goodi in work:, oi 
chanty, when justice so evidently required 
they should make restitution to Uie ntinost 
of thejr ahilitirs.—Afammon, or utalfh, le 
here called unngktewSy or decetffiU, on ac¬ 
count of its being so apt toCiil the expixta- 
tion of the owners; and in that view, i-> oji- 
posed ver. 11 •—7/ie mum- 

mon qf unrighteotuncss is plainly such a Jle- 
hnasm as Uie stewaid (if uniighUiiUiticsiy 
ver. 8, and </«> judge of unnghtcmuncss, 
chap. \>iii S, Gt. winch our lr.iul^tui^> 



’l66 A faithful improvement should be made of our riches. 


RBOT. reposed in them); that when ^ fatly and die mammon of unnsh- 
cxxiv, out of this world / they may recem yoiiinto ever- 

lasting habilations, and yo« may tor <5tver enjoy cene you mto evn- 
Svi ^9 reward of your pious charity and ioVe, ih M">i5 iiabuatiKii- 
‘ an everlastiiiiJ I'riendship with ail those truly 
worthy persons who have beeif relieveS^y it. 

1 0 Let this exhortation be regardefl, iiots^ly l)y lo He- tiiat is 
those that abound m wealth, but fey all others: '» 

for he'who, acting on strict ttfidcipl'es of inte- 
, grity and ])ieiy, tsfailhful in thfisptmiest [trust], „ in tin; least, 
IS, and would in fact appear faithfululsa in iRuiiju^iaKouiiimdi, 
one of much greater importance if it w.ere com- 
TriiUcd to him; ami he whoist^ijust in the least 
mutter, is, if he call attempt it with views of 
impunity, unjust also in much. 

11 Ij therefore it appears tliai yon hacoe ml been n i*" thfrifmo ye 
faithful tn the management of (he unrighteous ov 

deceitiiil mammon, as I berore called those pro- nummon, «iio uiii 
carious treasurei, uho ndll intrust you with the iDuuDit to your trust 
'12true [riches]? Ami 1 repeat it agairir^ ly w hare , 

not hi'tn jaithjul in what iro.? really anolner s ami n„t b. (in fjithfui m 
only was committed to your care and manage- that wimh is imiiiuu 
ment for a little while; uho do you tliink will 'hall isio* 

gixe h/on [that uhich shall he] your own bv an j^urown? * ' 
unalienable right and eternal possession i'» Vou • 

cannot sure expect so high a reward without a 


behaviour correspondent to it. , . ' . 

'3 But, as 1 formerly have said, I tell you now lONo'-pn ini i,.ii 
again, A'b domestic whatever can serve two dif- 

r 1 . r L M "11 '.L t . r.iri'iMii'i Ik-mwII h.iti 

fereiit masters ; Jor Ae assuredly w>i// eilner hale i..m n.. 

and despise the OM’t and lone the other ; or at othi r; or vKi- lu- v.iii 
(east he will adhere to the conajDands of the one, 
and neglect those of ihe other : sd*/o like maimer,' Sot^rv^ud al'i 
you cannot faithfully serve Gadf yet at the mammww. 
same time be the servants of « 


men, having 


l.o'.i’ will; prifuct fiddiiy chaDEcd iiit>>the ananddote.iilfaihft co"/ /ow.f.ci. Sti.nv .■ 
aSj/.'i/ sli'wurrfand the unjust jwJ<!ei ami it is, that srtminy on the %tiy Inndi i' nt 
tiad tiny taken the raffle tiberty in many the grave ffhmi|(tfie soaic-ti'lu-dly uii'iavcd 
othf-i jilaces, they had iDtute many scrip- to that ifrujetisniKihle paa'.ion * 
tiircs plainer than they now apiiear to.an Sjfynuhave not brt't faithful ui xi.hiil 
Gngiisli rcailcr —.See ElSiier, Ohserv. Vol. icoj osw/Aff**; &C- ] 'Husi*. Vrcll oxim "wl, 
J. p. whore he haa .‘.hewn that a^ixin though tibtex.ictly rendered, in theversiun 
M'anifies <<>r/iK/A/u/ni’at, on w hu h account it of 1727. if y(ni ttuoe fihi’t^letl ahi/ 
ii oft< ti uppriK'd utitttk Ci)iii(jafe Rom. oin>tA<’> gave you m huit, hirs erttt lie f^iii 
I. ]b, )i .S, and Itcut. m*. J!); Mic. vi. you an mtate n* ptrpeluti’f * Ft pitib.iblv 
]'?. tUbr. aljuiles to a cuftma of rewarding tiiithtui 

• ’ihfil t. '.<■« yiiv tail, and die out ol itiii stfewtiprla, by giving them vMiiepart of tl.' 
woild j It I' witli appaient propriety that estate they have managed 
our l^ird 'ijggesti tic thonuhloof ilmik 



The covetous Pharisees deriding him, are reproved. 167 

your hearts engrosed by worldly jotcrcsis and sect.- 
pursuits. (Cogipare Mat. vi. 24, Vol. I. p. 237.) 
u And tho Pha- And the Pharisees ahOt U'ho were extrctnely 

JctdS -stood by and htm’d dl thae things': s'v" 

the^c things: and ontl thtcy contemptuously derided as a poor 
Oioy derided Mft.; visionajy, who did ii^ understand human life, 
or only'appeared to despise the worlil, because 
{as they supposed) it was oiit^of his rea^ht 
hi And he said Afid he soH io thenit Fou Phansees^arif thn/\ ; 
they wS 'Jusufy that Justify yomekes beforevmi, and find out 
yourselves before a great many'plausible excujtts for posse-ssing 
jnen,butf.'odknow-and pursuin the world as you do; but (rod 
"highu' hiwwsyour hearts, and'knows that it is not by 
ostceme.i .imor lovc to him, but to yours<‘lves, that you arc aiii- 
fiK ., is ai)f.niiii.iiM.ii mated, even in the most specious and poiripoii'i 
'fi the sight of Ood of yoQf actioos; f<r that which if kis,hly es¬ 
teemed among men is, in nian\ instances^ an 
ubomimlion bej'are 6W, who observes the \ile 
purposes from which it often proceeds, and can¬ 
not be imposed upon by any glittering misre- 

16 The I.IW and presentation or disguise. (Compare 1 Sam. 

1 he prophets, aew un- 7 i ^ dispensation IS HOW opening upon I 

tilJuhn that i ij i i mi \ * i l ^ 

time thi kinccl.iin of world which Will put you tode«K?rvcd shame; 

(Jod I'i puached, and for the luttf and the prophets [were] the only 
c\i.‘i\ man pKSbetJi Diyine revelation among you until John the 
Baptist appeared ; h\i\/rom ihai time the king¬ 
dom of God is publicly and plainly preached, 
and every one forces his way into it; * fur con¬ 
siderable numbers, notwithstanding all }our so¬ 
phistry, stand well disposed to receive it, and 
are willing to secure its bles&mgs at any late. 

17 And it is easier (Compare Mat. xi 12, 13, Vol. I. p. 320.) Fet r 
lor heaven and I'arth f Hroiild not fib Understood as it I intended bv 

of the law tpfaii. wliat I say tu put any slight on former revela¬ 
tions ; for I rather,establish and vindicate them, 
and again declare it' to you as a most solemn 
truth, That it is much eamrfor heaven and earth 
to pass away, and the whole system of created 
natures to be desti;oyed, thanfor one tittle cj the 
law of God to fail, or the least precept of it to 


llllu It. 


'* Thi'jf thruM A(m,] The irurd tft- 
might more exaerty be reudOr- 
<d, t/.gff sneiint. There was a gravity 
.tiid dignity in our I.ord’a di‘•course 
whiehj insolent as tliey were, would not 
permit them to faugh out^ but by some 
ebornful air they hinted to each other 
thciruuitiial eontempt: and they have, 
■'o doubt, ‘■eriously answereil for it, b*. 


others of their temper and character 
will. - 

' Fotits kis Kay into tt, 11; ttjltiv ^.n- 
^rhi.] Sonic think this iiitiiii.nte') th.it 
those who should hate been leiuliest to 
epen tie A-ur, r.»ther attempted to irep 
Hem mit it. certainly inipHe.« that tlu'ifr 
wer" strong obstacles iiithe wu> 



Rejeclwns on <i due mprovement of our stewardship. 

SECT, be set aside as faulty. (See RIat. v. IS, Vol. I, 
cxxiv p. 214.) And, far tVom doing'ipiy thing to les- i s Whosoeverpnt. 
V^son or abate the f(rt-ce of it, 1 rather s^q?t it fn ^ Vm- 

XVI. 1 gits Utmost extent and spirituality;'losomuch; tfr<sr, committeth 
that you know I have before declared, notwitb* adultery: anti who-' 
Btandipgall ^onr boasted, bu^ danger^ 

ditioQs, that whosoever putts awtt^itis and front her husband, 

marriiK mother., unlesa it be ou^ccouiit ot a committetu adui- 

breach of the most fundaraenl;^ Wticle of the 

marriage-covenant, cawmt/jf., ^dvi/ery; md 

whounirr marries her that is,-fut Qwm/from 

her former hushaksl for any less important cause, 

fohnnits adult ay with jber, as tbp contract 

‘>til) continues in IWce, by wbioH she is the wife 

of iiiiotlier. (Compare Mat. v. 32 , Vol. I. 

p. 230.) 

’ IJfPROVEMENT. 

Vsr. B May the KvV/oMi of the children f this world in their compara¬ 
tively trifling concerns, excite a holy emulation in the children 
r>J light! li it not murli better worth our while to employ all 
ihe attention of oqr thoughts in observing opportunitie.s for the 
good of our souls, and to exert all the force of our resolutions 
in improving them, than to /aAour merely for the meat whit h 
9ptTiihes, for tliat deceitful mampum, that trcacherou.s friend, 
which will at best only amuse us for a few years, and will for evci 
forsake us in our greatest extremity, ■ 

1,2 Let us take occasion, from this parahle, to think how .soon v\c 
must part with all oqr present possessions; bow soon we must 
give an aceomt of our respective stewardships as those who irmst 
be no Imger stevogi'is. Let us tbcfufore manage them in such .v 
manner as may m'()s( efl'ectuttj|ly prohnote the great purposes of 
our everlasting happiness. To (hes; end, let u's remember how 
absolutely necessary it is that .wip.^|»oiind in works of charily and 
henevolenci, and that we end^li^bitY to abstract our hearts from 
an over-eager attachment tdih^wei"^ing vanities; for surely th'* 
trdifs of earth are no butter. Let Us not imagine that our parti¬ 
cular address can fifid out the secret of seiving God ond mammon, 
13 since ChrUt repreSiidiits it as .aR,iinpos.sibLiHy and contradiction. 
iO, 12 May we be UwtJuifcdt^vl in wbfti Gbil has commuted to u.?, 
whether it be little or much ; and govern ourselves, not iiy the 
maxims of this vain world, but by tfeost' of the gosptl! And If 
I'tthe same temper that led the covetous Pharisees to deride our 
Lord, engage the children of this world to pouf contempt upon 
us nsv^ionaries and aithusmsts, wchave inuch greater reason to 
ne grieved for thejn thah for onr.sefves, Their censures can be 



The parable of the rich mm md Lazffrus, ] 69 

matter of but little account to when we consitier that the 
things which arc highly €$teemicA iy men^ are often m akmin- cxwv, 
atiQH in the sight ^ His hew ia sacred, and the constitu-^jT;^ 
tions of his kingdom are unalterable', ma^ .the temper of j 7 

‘ nninds be so altered‘and disposed as mev suit it! For another day, * 
and another world, will shew tha| real Christianity is*the only 
wisdam; and that all tlie<ti:«h^juents buipan policy without 
it are but specious 7mdness ada^l^orious ruin I 


,sect;:cxxv. 

Our Lordj to enforce the preceding adfnonitionj delivers the para¬ 
ble (if the rich glutton and LamYt/LSi,. Luke XVI. I9, to the end. 


iukfXVI. 19. LUKE XVI. 19. 

'^[’HF.RE wasat’ir- pUAT Ills hearers might be more effectually sect. 
tain rich Jii.iii, dissuaded from, addicting themselves to exxv. 

“if plewures, Jesus 

uLii.audfaredhuinp- added anotfier parable, which might have been 19 
suon-iy every day. sufticietit to conviocG tlie covetoiis Pharisees of 


their madness in deriding what he bad before 
said. And he addressed himself to them in 
words to tJiis,effect: Tke^'e vm a certain rich 
man who lived in the greatest elegance and 
pomp; for he wore robes of purple^ and vests of 
fine linenf and dailp feasted in a very splendid 
• Atui there was and Inxurious manner. And there teas in the 20 
jMnirT*'” ^ certain poor man named Lazarus 

v»bicb nos laid atbii ^ person of eminent piety, but in the ut- 

£ate full of sores, njost iiidig^e and distress; toAc being unable 
to labour, ocso mucli as to walk, naslaid down 
at his gatey tq.^g the rich man's charity; and 
all his body oeipg full of sores and ulcersy he 
ji And dpsiring xvas a luost pii^rablc spectacle; Andy being 21 
f'j bo fed with the famished with hunpr, he earnestly de¬ 

sired to be fedy if it were but with the crumbs 


■> ,t cerium pe»r men named Lazarui.] 
All exceeding proper nuih'-, whieh scents 
(as I.ud. Cop(illu.i ubserm) to be deriV" 
cd from TIP hVi Lu ojer, and «i]fniflcs a 
helpitts poison ; au etyiBology* on all ic- 
couuts niiicb more ualnral tlian that so 
^'cnerally foiloued, which dent es ii from 
Hliezer, Ood is my kelper, — Some liAVC 
imagined, from the uame of Jazarus, and 
the ^atticuLir^ dctnil of circumstances. 


that this was an history, rather than a pa¬ 
rable j but this must be a groundless sup- 
positioit, as it ^ plain the incidents arc 
parabolical. But Uie crltu■l^m of laj- 
meirus, who explains it as a mystical 
representation of the Jewish and Gentile 
church, IS fat mor4 extravagant.—Dr. 
l.ightfoot, and olhcis, have sbenn, that 
the Jens in their Gcmara have a p.iiiiblc 
much to tbe same puriHJSC. 
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Ths diffei'ence hetioeen them when they died. 


«EtT. which fell from the rich man^s table ; yea, he 
cxxv. in so exposed and abandoni^ a condition, 
that the very eame a)id licked''his sores 

'^^**^^* uncovered iw op®” ' 

‘ 22 But so it wns, that iir a little time the poor 
beggar, worn out with the load of so great a ca- 
laniity, died; and, beiOg a favourite 0 heaven, 
notwithstanding^ all his distresses on earth, he 
wt^^mrried by angels into Jhrdhaffi'S bosom, the 
abode of happy spirits in a separate state the 
rich man aim r/iVd quickly aft^ him; for all his 
riches were nut'sumcient to procure the least 
continuance of bis life; and lie was ^buried with 
«3 great funeral solemnity and'pomp. But ob¬ 
serve the difference of their circumstances be¬ 
yond the grave. This poor sensual creature 
waa by GotPs righteous vengeance condemned 
to everlasting misery ; and in the iinscewworld,^ 


orutnbs -which fell 
from the rich niaii*!i 
tai)le; inoi%ovi‘i', the 
dojrs camo and lick¬ 
ed his sores. 

22 And It came to 
pass, that the hig^tdr 
died, and was carrtcil 
by tlie angels into 
Abruhaai’s busoin; 
the rich inun also 
died, and was buried. 


21 And ill licit lie 


• b Yea, the dojs come and licked Am sorci.] 
TIad the connectino in the original been 
attended (o, I think tiiuic could hare 
been no debate among commentators, 
wlictlier this were mentioned as an alle- 
Tiation, or an'addition to his calamity. 
For hnucser lenient and healing the 
tongue of a dog may be in such ca^'cs, 
the words aXXa xat should be rendered, 
yea; as Erasmus, lle/a Schmid in'-, and 
Calvin contend, and ^bovc all, [{.ipheliua 
abundantly proves. (Aniiot. cx Xcn. 
|i, lOi), 107.) The circimistancp IS sure- 
ly recorded, to shew that his ulcers lay 
bare, and wt re nut (as Isaiah in another 
rase expresses it, chap, i, 6.) eUher clos¬ 
ed, or boiiTul up, or rnoUdled mtli omlment. 
—Some versions add, that rui man 
unto him; which Gmtius tliinka is inti¬ 
mated in his wishing to b« fed isitk pe 
fnimbi which Ike dogs used to gathdi*]' 
(Mat. xt. 27.) If so, tt was with singu- 
lac pioprety that be who denied a crumb 
is represented us unable to obtain adn'pi 
but as It I.S not expressed, in the Greek, 
<'ithrr here, (<r in Abraham's reply, I did 
not choose to iri«crt it.—Giving alms will 
be tio security to those that iil^e a sen¬ 
sual life 

® ('art icd hyangcisitttni1briiham*s husarn. ] 
The Jewsassign this office to angels (sec 
JDiiisiiis in loc.) and. no do'.bt, with the 
ntinust propriety, considering how suit¬ 
able it IS to ihcfr henevol()it natou and 
to thf circiimstaiire.. of a departed spint. 
'I hr Greek' (as Elsnci, Gbserv, Vol. 1. 
P and manV others I’'v I 'ib.-crvcd, 


assign guides to the souU of the dead, trj 
conduct them to their respective .seat- 
—It is strange any should render tov xsJv- 
1 T 0 V w AS'pa/u., Abtaham's bmser, or (with 
Jae. Capelins) Abriikum's hnien. Oui 
translation is in all respects much iiiuu 
just. It alludes to the way of repicsciit- 
ing the entertainments of heaven, by 
sharing a magnificent banquet with Abia- 
ham spd, (he other patriarchs, (cuiiiparc 
Mat. viti. ,11; and i.ukc xxii. 3I1) And 
nothing can better describe the honour 
and happines« of Laraius, who had lam 
ID so wretched a condi'ioii befnie Hk- 
gld^tton’s gate, than telling us that he wav 
placed next to Abraham, and so lay lu 
bis -bosom. (COmytaic John xiii. 23, 
Upct. cixx.) Thus Casaubon and Gro- 
tius well explain it.—As for the nth mnn'i 
seeing hm there, Mr. L’Knfaut thinks the 
‘.J«W3 borrowed this manner of speaking 
from the Greek.s, who de'-enbed the uats 
gf the blessed as separated fTnni those nt the 
damned by a great impassable nvn, in an 
the opposite banks of which they iiiipdit 
converse,, Many of them also expics'!- 
ly, speak of a great chasm interposed. 
JiceBIsner, f>Wrv. \ oI I. p. 256, 257; 
and 6tothis in loc. 

d l» ike unseen world ] This seems ge¬ 
nerally the 'ensc of the Gieek wutd, 
ofqr, as wa.. observed before, in note t, 
on Mat. xvi. m, Vol. I p 5(io.—lloth 
the I ich man i tid f^za rus w ere in f f atit s, 
though in diflerent regions of it Sec 
Grotius’s learii'd and judicious ii'il' 
hore. 
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lift upbis eyes, beiiig heing in the midst of tormentSf aggravated by sfxt. 
IJrth'XL ."s; »ll the indul^ise and delkacy of hU former cxxv 
off, ami LazAus ja hfe, he lifted up. hu weepij^g and despairing 
bis bosom, and. saw ytbraham from (far f and the poorly I 23 

despised Lazai'us lying in’his bosomy as a newly 
deceived guest a^thc heaven)v banquet, placed 
next tho4ath^, of the faithful himself. 

24 And ho cried, And cttlUh^but With the greatest earnestness 24- 
and Father A- and importqnitVf he saidj U father Abr<tham, 

cmpm^%ppn mey a poor unhappy- de- 
7.1) riidt be iniiy sccndaiit of thifle^ und send Lazarus, not to reach 
dip the tip of bis fin- out to me any df the dainties of heaven, for I 

cfLi mvCguc/ll presume not to ask so great a favour, but only 
I am tonnented in to bring me a littlft Water; and if I may not iiave 
iii-s flame. a draught of it, 1 should be thankful if he might 

be permitted to dip the tip of his finger in water 
to refresh my tongue,^ though it were but for a 
moment; for I am so toi'menied in this fiamc, 
that it excites an intolerable thirst, which is con- 


2) Blit Abraliam 
'.iid. Son, remember 
that thuu m tliy life- 
tiiiiii rf(ti\«lst thy 
goixl thing', and jike- 
wi'C l.ii/.iru') evil 
things* but now he is 
I'onilurtcd, and thou 
111 tiirmentod. 


2ii And besides all 
Ibis, bctucL-ii IIS and 
yon tliiTfi Id a great 
.enipli fixed : so that 
th«'y wliieh would 
]si ,s from liciu'p to 


tinually raging and preying on my very soul. 

But Abraham said, with awful and inflexibleso 
severity, Son, remember the former days when 
thou and Lazarus were upon earth, that thou 
didst then in thy lifeMme receive thy good things 
which thou wast so foolish as to choose for thy 
portion, in the neglect of God and of thy soul; 
and likewise Lazarus then received ■ [Jits'] evil 
things, of which thou wast witness; but now 
the scene is changed, so that he in his turn is 
comforted, and thou art justly tormented; and 
neither his joy, nor thine anguish, can admit of 
any end or interruption. And besides all this, 26 
as to.the favoqr thou desirest from the hand of 
Lazarus, it is a fhing impossible to be granted: 
for between us 07)4 you there is a great chasm fix¬ 
ed ; a vast unmeasurable void is interposed; so 
that they who would go from hence /«.;<?«, if any 
should be so compassionate as to desire to help 


Ihp flu hpof micatej, &o.] 

The Hebrew'! drank tbeir wine nvinirled 
with water; and laigf* quantities hf water, 
(111-MIC wxa'.ion or other, nerfe nseef at 
till if feasts; (see Johini, fi.) There scenis 
tlieri-foreintlii^ jietitiotia proper alliisinn 
to lhati—Archljiiliop Tillot on observed, 
with bwosmiJ uvacit^, that ilmis thconly 
lUFtiiiW v( 111' et with ih si'iiptiir", of any 


tiling that looks like a pi-aver put up (n a 
glorliied saint, (Tilloteon’s Woiks, V'ol II 
p. 142); and- even here the aj-pbcation 
was in vain, and no relief was the saint 
callable of giving.—It id obdeivabic, the 
I'/th tttoti sjKuks as khoving I Kami, .md 
.IS MipiMihlng (vcr. 28 ) ^hat his hiptlirer. 
iilsii might (tuirn him on h-i .'ipri.iini'’ 'o 
them. ,' ' 



17^ He would have Lazarus sent to eoimrt his brethren. 


SECT, you, mm(A; neitherthey who are there com 
cx3(v. njiiQ u^- but w'e afe<still to cdtol^ue at an un- 
approachable dist^e from eaph other^ 

3Cvi. ai Then the ricii.inao, as /*? perceived that his 
ow n case was irretrievable) said unto Abraham, 
Ther£ may however bq a passage froiiii you to 
the other world, as it is plain there is thence 
to you; I beseech thee thei'efore^ father^ that 
thou tmtldst please to nend hi^h tb my father's 
houset on an errand of the utmost.imporiance; 

2S Fur I have there/for brethrenf t^mghrless young 
features like myself, who are now revelling on 
those possessions which were once mine,^ and 
are likely ere long to fall iuib the same misery 
with me: 1 earnestly entreat thee therefore that 
he may be sent to testijy to tiiem the reality and 
importance of this invisible world, that they may 
be awakened to avoid those jevil cours^ that 


you 4‘aniiot, mitlur 
can they {nss to w, 
that vsouiy cme from 
thence. 

{27 Then he said, 

1 pray thee tlioreforc^. 
father, that thou 
wouldest send him to 
my father’s house: 


28 For I have fiie 
brethren; that he 
may tesUfy unto 
them, iest they also 
come into this place 
of toinieiit. 


have been my ruin, avijL’may not also come into 
this place oj torment. 

29 But Abrahavi said in reply to Ai?h, Thou 39 Abrahsm sjith 

knuwest they hmean excellent Divine revelation him. Tiny haic 
in tlie writings of Moses and the prophets; • let E 

thefu but hearken to the warnings and instruc* them. 

tions that are given by them^ and they have 
means aiilfieient to secure them from that danger. 

30 when the poor tormented ei’eatore found 30 And he ‘imd, 
this also wasL objected to, he pleaded still in iheir 

behalf, and said, Nai,, father Abraham, they 5""’th«n fr"m'‘S 
will slight these as J foolishly did ; but surely dead, they «iii re. 
if Onego to themfrom the dead, they cannot with- 
stand su awfui a messenger,. but mil undpubt^ 
repent, and reform th;?ii& lives. 

31 Abraham put an end to th« discourse, 3i And he said 
with an assurance of the fruitlesaoess of any such him, if they 
extraordinary means for ibek conviction; and ^®prophe!!!’wjiTIr 
he said to him, The evidences of the Divine tviii they be persuaded 
revelation are such, that if they hearken not to 

Moses and the prophets, neither will they he per^ 
siiaded to a thorougfi repentance and reformation 


e I 

f f hose five hrelhten', &e.] As no ture as a young inftn, who (uuhap^ily for 
ineiitKHi IS made of any surviving wife and himself, Iikemany modern rakes), coming 
children, but his ine brethren arc destrib- early tu the possessitm of his estate, soon 
ed as living still together in his father's broke his consiitntion by debauchery, and 
huu»e, one would iin.nrine ttiatour L‘>rd su left his rtthe» to the younger children 
inteiuied to repre -iii Ums' k retched ciea* efthe family, having no'other heirs.' 



Rejections on the case of the rich smner and the *poor saint. 17 ^ 

though* one rose though out shotUd- arise from the dead to visit sect 
ifom thq dead. them.® For thou|;h it tinght indeed alarm tbpm 
for a time, the sismi prejudices and lusts which 
led them to despise those methods of instruc-xv*i. 3 i 
*' tion that God has given them, would also lead 

them ere long* to flight and forget such an aw- 
iul apparkfOB aa you desire they might see. 

' t 

IMPaaVEMENT. 

Most evidently may we learn from this parable^ that it isim- Vers? 
possible to know either love nr hal&red by nny thing that is kfare 21 
us under the sun ; (Fedes. ix. l.) Who that had seen the pomp 
and plenty of tins rich sinner ^ and Compared it with the indi¬ 
gence and misery ol wouM have imagined that the 

latter had been the cktid, and the former the enemy^ of Gnl P 
Hut let us Judge nothing before the time i (1 Cor. iv. 5.) Our 
Lord Jesus Christ shews us the period of all the prosperity of 
the wicked, and of all the calamities .with which good men may 
be exercised.—And what availed the luxuries of Ife, or the 
muirmficence of buriaU to a tormented in fames? Surely 23, 24 

the fierceness of tliose fames would be proportionable to the 
luxury in which he had formerly lived, and the sense of his tor- 
ynent be heightened by the delicacy he had otice indulged. 

May God awaken those unhappy persons, whatever their rank 
in the [irrscnt life may be, who place their happiness and glory 
in being clothed in purple and fine linen, and faring mmptuonsly 
every day! May they lift up their enchanted deluded eyes, and 
st-e that 'jointed su'ord of the Divine vengeance which is siis- 
pciidcd over them by so weak a thread; and may they take this 
vvdrnino from one greater than Moses and the prophets, from one 
tii.it O'Wif/row/ the dead to enforce it, that they pass not into 
that place of torment! 

I.et poor aflicted saints take cUmfort in what has now been 2 C 
read, thougli they may lie despised and slighted by men. I'lie 
time will shortly come, when those angels who now descend in 
.111 invisiible form to minister to them. Will appear as their g-ward 
to convoy them to the regions of glory. Abraham\' bosom will 2 S' 

I! j! 'key hearken n it to &c ] It liji. Sernion'‘» Vol. 11. Serin. 2.) The im- 

I') tiiip, Mtistjs no nhcip c.xprt's-iiy'abiicrtii peDuenne of maivy nbo saw another La- 
0 liiiuie state of reviuuh and/riniJimenis; zartis raised from the dead (JohnM. 46,) 

\(t tlx'faeta recordctl by him '.tron^j' and the wickedness of the soMii'm who 
enfuree tjic natural arguments in pitxif were eye>witnesses tb the resurrect urn of 
uf It, and the prophets speak plainly of! .Christ,, and yet that very day suhered 
it in many places. Sc^T'shI. xm P, 10, tliein»elves U> he lured to bear a faUr 
11, xvii. 13; xxiii. 6; xlix. 14, 15; tcstiuirmy aeaiust il, (Mat. x\viii. 4. 13,) 

IsMii. 17, df wv/. Prov. XIV. Vi; hecles. aic most atleeting and astonishini;illus- 
ui. 17,21; xr, y; vil. 7, 13,14; and tratiunb of this truth for each of thme 
Il/ck. x'liii. 19, 20, 21.—Bisliop Atter- nuraclei. was fai moie convincing (hax 
bnl^ lia. e\celli‘iitly shewn the justice such an apparition as is here refeued t» 
of Alimbiiii's .isscillon here, in his in- would liaie been, 
iiuiiparable discour.c on this text. (See 
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SECT, be opened to them^ iand the dainties of heaven be set before 
cxxv multitudes, who, pierhaps, whitef on this side the grave, hardly 
'■"'"v'^knew how to proc^le even the nectaries of life. 

May we never viefw those seats aa this wretched sen¬ 

sualist did, at an umpproachaik distaneel Let us think serioii',- 
ly of his deplorable circnm$t4h<:6s, when he asked a drop of mi¬ 
xer. 25 ter from the tip &f Lazari^^s and yet was denied. Dread¬ 

ful r^epresentatbn! yet made’-bj^ Christ himself, who surely 
knew' how to describe the casd wrth ;the utmost propriety. Be¬ 
hold, O unr souls, this son ^ AhrAham^ in that flaming prison, 
in all the restless agonies of* 10^*01001 and despair: and we inay 
judge what dependence to plai^ on a descent from pious aiiccs^ 
/U/.S', or a participation of external privileges. 

27, 28 We inquire not curiouslft'into the motives which engaged him 
to request that so extraordinary a warning might be sent to his 
brethren; whether it might proceed from a remainder of natural 
affection, from a fear of meeting them in the same misery, nr 
from a mixture of both^,,..)t is enough to observe bow and upon 
.31 what principles it was denied, /f they hear not Closes and the 
prophets^ neither mil they be persuaded though one rosef ran the 
dead. I^it none vainly excuse themselves from believing ilio 
evidence of the revelation God has gi'en, on a pretence that if 
'^Oihey saw signs and wonders they would believe. I’lie Jieart of man 
may be hardened against the most sensible and immediate mi¬ 
racle; but if that evidence were irresistible, it would ill become 
us to dictate to God, when, and to whom it should be given, 
-3Let us examine and acquiesce in such'‘as be has seen fit to af¬ 
ford; and pass through oiir various scenfes of life as those that 
have eternity in view, and are persuaded we must <‘ach of o':, 
111 a few years at farthest, be with Lazarus in Abraham's bosom , 
or with the rich man in that tormenting fame. 


SECT. eXXVI. 

Christ repeats his exhortafiotis to an, inoffensive conduct and a 
forgiving temper; and itWtts his disciples ml to arrogate any 
merit to themselves. Luke XVIl. I—II, 


UJitS 7CVII. i. luKP xVn. I 

SLCT. repealed tatbe ^jpni'.N said lie imu. 

cxxvi numerous attendants who were then around ‘lie djwiples, i<? 
'-Fv^hnn, several things which he had fomu*rly said 
i.iike ID a more private way to the disciples; and pSf- 
* ticularly addressed them in terms like these; 

ConsideVing the general corrupiion of human - 
j'atnrejy the snares of the world, and the tcmpia- 
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isimiiosnbiebuttiiat tions of Satan, it is impossible but one way or sect. 
biTrwo *i‘'“hun offencesshmld come; many profeasiog my cxx^t. 
niiough whom they religion jwrill, no doubt, act U0woithy of them- 

selves^, ^ disgrace the holy, name they bear;x¥*ii.” 
' ^ neverth^ssj m [be to Awi] by whom they come; 

niid let me warn ^ou thermre, aa you love 
your own souls,.^4o guard against guilt and 
danger of befn^ a stumbling blocfe^'to others, 

2 ruffp better for for ] assure you,'*/f were better for such a:one,2 
we" hissed aS even '/or Am that by an immoral life proves a 
his neck, and he cast repi oac'i aud scaiuial U) iny cause, tltat he should 
into the »t j, rhsin die liy the hand of violence, and sulfer the most 
um‘^ or*thelt"K shocliing execution, yea, that a hge milUstone 
uiiLs. should be hanged abo^ his neci^j and Ac should 

be thrown into the sca, than that'he should offend 
and ensnare one oj these little ones that believe 
in me, so as to draw the meanest of them into 
sin and ruin. (See Mat. xyiif, 6, 7, and the 
notes there, sect, xciii.) 

T) TaKu hmi to Jake Accd to ywlirsc/ttc.f, therefore," that you3 

ihi'c, rc'iiike culurly your resentments, by which otherwise 
hi ll, and it he ic- much Mil may be occasioned both tO yourselves 
irtiiit, forni\c him. Others. And if thy brother trespass against 
thee do not lay iif) a secret grudge against him 
for It, but plainly and faithfully rebuke him^ en¬ 
deavouring to convince him of the evil he has 
committed; and ij he appear to repent of his 
I'ault, Jorgive him immediately, without insist- 
4 And if he ties- iiig on any rigorous satisfaction. And if he t 
pass aiiaiiint thee sf- thee aijain and again, even 

a'ld S' leri t mes iii a though he hhoiild repeat h s fault seven times in 
ii 

tin 

tnc’him '^ ()1 ihy folly, and am heartily sorry for 

the injury I have done thee, thou shalt forgive 
him even these repeated offences. (Compare 
Mat, xviii. 21, 22, sect, xcv.) 

And the apos- Then the apofiles said unto the Lord, Lord, 5 
Mill unto the seusd)le that irt this instance, as well as 

in several others, we have need to pray thou 


l'J(| S' icri t ItH'b 111 a III icpcat U 9 laiiii tcifritiS e/c 

l.i> i.un agd.n to a day, (compare Psa). cxix. 104,) and seven 
hu-, s,iyuis, I re- iffjjgs in </ jau rt'tiim to thee, seriously saying, 

ii'iit; t urn shall loi- r ^ P ^ 


■* Tute heed to tjonrsehe^.y Tliis cont.imn 
a stroTii; ami important mtimali m how 
iiiui'li sin and scandal is occasioned by a 
severe qiiaiiclsomc temper in the disci¬ 
ples of Christ j as il not only stirs up thi* 


Corruptions of those with whom they 
contend, but lends others to think meaft- 
ly of a ptofession which has. so little el- 
iicacy to soften and sweeten the tdmpcr. 
of those who mainta"'. it- 
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t-zcre. wouldst increase our^faith :oh quicken our ap- 
cxxvu prehension alike ^lity and Wfportanco of the 
olives by wbicb^thy cottimaiids are enforc- 
ed, and of the aothority by wbich thfcy ^ dic¬ 
tated; that vM! may rtot scrapie to supnrk even 
to each precepts as these, ho<ilr Iwrd soever they 
may boar up<m flesh and- blood, ' ' 

G And the't^ird saidi y/^a-dad'eTer so little 
though it were but as a grain <f mustard- 
seed, yet (as I formerly told you) it would ron- 
quer the greatest difficulties; so that ynu might, 
as It were, be able to say to this sycaymre-tree. 
Be ihou rooted wp, and planted in the sea, and 
It should presently obey you,. “ 

7 F)ndeavour theiCTOre to live in the exercise 
of tins nol)le grace, and in a senes of such ser¬ 
vices as are the proper fruits of it: but in the 
midst of all, be carhnil tq: maintain the deepest 
liupniity, as in the presence of God your hea- 
■ venly Master, on whom, as you are his servants, 
' you can have no claim of merit: for is 
there of you^ that if be Iws a servumt ploughing 
his ground, or feeding his foc/c, ted/ say unto 
Mm, os soon, as he comes in from the f eld. Come 
S ?»** and sit down-at the table with rafe? Or will 
he not rather say to him, if it was a part of 
that servant’s, business to do it, Make ready 
somewhat for my supper, avd, when it i.S' pre¬ 
pared, ^rd up thy garments close about thee,* 
and uait upon sne while / am eatijtg and drink- 
ing; and afterwards thou shall sit down to eat 
'^anddrinl thyself? And Suppose he should 
observe his orders with the- greatest diligence, 
Ac think hiiTftelf obliged to thtfnk tfiat ser- 
ranl because he hath done what was commanded 
him? I apprehend he does not, because he 
has an authority over the servant, und may 


Lord, 

faitb. 


inrrewp out 


6 And the Tjord 
said, If ye had faith 
ns a gram of miu- 
tard srrd, ye might 
say unto this sven- 
niinc tree, Be tlu-u 
pluekcd uji hy th-, 
root, and bn th n 
phiiitcd m the si-a, 
and It should obey 
you. 

7 But «hich of 
you having a servant, 
plowing, or lecdiug 
eattle, will s ly unto 
him b\' and by, wlivti 
lie !•( nine fiiitn itn 
iicl'l tin and sit d 

to meat > 


8 And will not r.i- 
ther say unto linn. 
Make ready wIii'H'- 
with 1 ma\ sup, and 
gird thyself and 
ser\'c me, till 1 hfi'.e 
eaten and drunk-'ii , 
and aiternani thou 
shall dat and 4liiiik ’ 
J» IhJth he tl.aiik 
that '•eriant hecaus* 
he did the thing<tlini 
were corninaiided 
liitn ^ ! Irow not. 


^ Inmate out ftdlk.] Woli/ogrniu» 
h tmscif ackiiow ledges, thatthoiv appl y ing 
to ( hriiit to strengthen theit faith shews, 
that they briicred he had a divine influ- 
cnee over the spirits of men. See Whit¬ 
by in loc 

< V'off MifTfil say /a /Aw tyrmorf-lree, 
&c ] I do not apprehend this tevt to be 
eiitnely parallel to Mat, kvh 20, p. 12. 
(ii thii- connection the oxpres ioo seeni^ 
I'rovi rhial, and to he at if he had said. 
As tiie least degree of loiraeuloiis futh 
■will (as I s.od before) piodiuc tht nuat- 
i cITce*'. .-■> the I*. 1 st degree et tiue 


siiM'ere piety will finally boar a man 
abote all oppo itiun, and eoalile him lo 
Opnquer the world. 

* rpwf in ] Baphcliuv proves th.it the 
word wn^iXSiiv has ofen tint s^se. Com¬ 
pare l.iike XII. J>7, and AeU xsiv 7 See 
Baphel Annot. ex Herod, p. 28S. and 
ctperinlly Annot ex Xen. p. 108 

« (jiTii up thjf gttTtnctiii elose jihoiit 
thee ) Compare 1 uko \i.. '>7, p. 1 lf> — 
'Ihit sirv.mts use<l l" 1). virded vlnle 
waituv; on iheir nia<er- is wiell shev n 
iiy Kl'iT'r, Qhserv, V< I I. p. 258, 2'> ‘ 
.See H'-tcon Luke \!i ' n p lit. 
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justly claim his obedieiwp as matter of debt, sect. 

10 So likewise ye, Now to apply tbisi to yoijr <jwn services ; so Uke- cxxvi 

vmhtmJ^bfaWy inne M >hat'-^ 
which are commaod. ms i^imndta you in tbeexactest manner, yet ,o 
>ou, say, Wear* Still jfiy, Suulu man worthless and un- 

iMipiofitihie scr- siH'vmtsS who Cannot pretend to have 

that ahich was our merited any tb^ngfrom the hana,pi our Master; 

■ duty to do. Jor we have^ dojie no more than we were^ 
by virtue of our relation to God, and depen> 
dence upon him,indispensably obliged to do, as 
much as any purchased slave is obliged to serve 
Ins master. And assure yourselves, that nn ser> 


11 And it c.iine to 
jnivs, a<i ho nent to 
JcrUbalc'm, that he 
pJ!>!U(] throoKh tb« 
niiilst of Sainaiiii 
iind Ci'alilri'. 


vices will be so pleasing to God as those per¬ 
formed with suen an humble spirit. 

These di.scourses, and those above mentioned, 11 
happened in our Lord’s journey to the feast of 
the dedication and as lie went to Jerusalem, to 
attend it,*’ he passed through the midst oj Soma¬ 
lia and Galilee, takiifg those parts of Samaria 
in his way winch lay next to Galilee. 


IMPROVEMF.NT. 

f.F.T US renew our guard against every thing in our conduct Verse 
w Inch might^/Vd’ offence to the meanest and weakest, and against 1, 2 
cvt'iy thing which might by a bad example mislead others, or 
iurinsh the enemies of religion with matter of reproach and ac¬ 
cusation against it. Let us imbibe the forgiving spirit of the;; 4, 
gospel, and, bearing in mind the numberless instances in winch 
God has fnigivcii us, though we have sinned against him not 
only seven times, but seventy times seven i let us arni ourselves, 
in home degree, with fhe same mind, and endeavour 
and forgive on< another, even as God for Christ's sake has freely 
forgiven us. (Kph. iv. 32 , and Col- ni 1.3.) 

Ill a sense oi' the weakness of our faith, let us pray to Christ, 


' t^npnjflMe Thi J 

omitimu ■'iguitles (Kura. 
III. I'J, Mat xw 'lU,) b(it III thi!i con 
ni i-lioii il I aiKiot liiiv i'. that Lcn.e I cij 
uiol} agree with Huiii-.ms, thathrie, an 
” Sam tr.‘2'2, ScpUujij- it gigairic:. mean 
<ii I irumtileruble, .iv the heiL of men c®r* 
1aiiil> aiv 

s' Id our Lord's joinney to the feast of 
the deiMiJJition J See note • on Luke xiii. 
) ('xviii, iiiu] note * uii Luxe \iv. I, 

■> h kt-Mut Ut ,/i; As Lnko 

I. .t rl.it'd tl.f tu'i Intk- Jiisioiits I -11. 

M'l II. 


laracd in the Aes.t section at some distance 
fruni each otlier, it is <ery dilfioalt, (as 
the attentive reader will ul>si'rve,) to 
pl.V!e them together without some tauto¬ 
logy. 1 have therefore inerted Uic in¬ 
troduction to one of them ai the cud of 
this aectiw; leaving out the word lyim- 
7», H casiejo fats, whirb is a mere exple- 
tjvp; «c at m'o^ dom only imply that 
what» roentioDcd iii the context liap- 
wneoin this joniney, or umv refi r to the 
aiscaiirscs Christ had before dclixcred, 
as, we hive obsrrud io the paraphi.ct 
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»(. • 

sicT. to }mreuse it; and th|69i those duties will be discharged with ease 
exxvi. and d;‘lighf which ^pjjcared in^st difficult in a distant prof-pect. 
Vet when faith m^^paiknee have had their most perject wort, 
our Master’s will has been bomj^ w^h the most entire sub- 
rni'isioi}, and done with the most zealovi^' dispatch, let us not 
pretend to place any merit in our own actions or sufferings; but 
let us fllink of ourselves as the ^prvaT/ih 'oi God, yea, as unpro¬ 
fitable sert’afits, whose goodnei^ ejet'indtth not to our great Mas¬ 
ter: and to the riches of iiis grade let u» ascribe it, that oi,ir 
feeble pow'ers are strengthened to the performance; of our duty; 
ami that oiir worthless .services; are accepted, iind the number- 
le‘«s dcJicicncea of them mercifufly excused. 

SECT- C XXVII. 

,«S- 

Chnt travelling through Samaria^ rebukes the intemperate zeal 
Of James and John against those who refused to grant him 
entertainment; and heals lepers. Luke IX. 51—56; XV11. 
12- 19. 


I.UKeTX. 51. MikEfX. 51 

|T was obser\ed in the close, of the former see- ^ni> « came tr 
tion, tliit our Lord w'as now on his journey 
from Galilee, near the feast of the dedication 


' Ncif (fio feast rtf the dpHicatiori.] 
'Inking It ior gr.iiitcii that the follouing 
woid, rtVaX>!4(.<>;, riters trt C'Arni'i mrfrt- 
(the icasun^ fuc which 1 shall jove 
below,) I think this the only place where 
this little -tory ran properlv come in 
^Jost hai(ii(inii!j;r'< place it just before the 
k-asl of tahrmacle^j (of which we had 
an account ui liie seventh and eighth 
chapters ot John, from sect xciiir. to 
cv'.] and chiefly on their aiiliiority, with- 
(Mit a rritiCHl examinatiun, I had men-' 
tioned It in that connection in my .Ser¬ 
mon against Persecution, p. 9. But I 
am nan convinced that could not be the 
time, nut only as it would incie.c.c the 
difficulty, by supposing Luke then to lay, 
that tAe time of m bnan teemed vp vnai 
Julfii/ed, though d must have been above 
Anif « year biforc hu death; but chiefly 
because that w.i. not the last journey he 
made from Galilee to Jerusalem, and be¬ 
cause- (as we nhserved OB John tit, 10, 
iiolcii, p 44.1 he made that journey with 
all possible secrecy; whereas here he 
had a train of attendants —No commen- 
“ators (on our intorprrtntion rtf afoiotvj'iw;) 


ha\c, for the obvious rca'son hinted aboi c, 
thought of placing it higher, and lower 
I think it cannot hr brought; fortliongh 
I was once strongly nu'lmed to lake tin- 
words in their most literal sense, and to 
conclude this happened when Chii't was 
going from Galilee to Jeiusalrm jusi be¬ 
fore his a-censiuii, aftri having mainfi-st- 
cd his resiinreliou by his apinaraiicc to 
the five hundredbrcUiren, I On, xv. h. 
(ctiinpare Mat. xxviii. 7, 16—T8.) I hate 
been obliged to give up that hypothesis, 
conaidcrnig that he never after bis h-mii- 
rrction ajipeared so publicly as in this 
Story (compare Acts i. 7, x. 40,41), ninl 
that he had then no difficulties to i sp< < t 
Hi Jerusalem again-t which he should 
stedfastly set bis face —And as foi hi- 
journey to .Icrdiialem just before the jias- 
sover at which he suffered, he went fioni 
Kpbraim near, the wildi mcbs (John xi. 
54,) and passed thrungli Jeiichi^ (T.uki. 
xtx. 1,y so that 'sainana did (lot'lie in his 
vrav. Nor ig there, that 1 can And, any 
prtiof that he.^vef went back to Oatilce, 
-between ihe feast of dediealmn and hi'^ 
death; wbicbl think iminciculli account- 



As hi, ivcnt to receive him. 1 f | 

pass iviien,lhe time atid it Came ^0 pass, th'ii'as 'the%us were now sect^? 

up, he stedfastiy set rej^^tup to heaven ag^irart,*’ teving dispatched 
hit face to go«*o^Je-.tl]®|iht!stry whicfi h© wail to discharge on earth; ix, «rt 
rusaiem. -4 ntil|iithstanding all scenes , through 

“ whidil^he was y^ct to pass, his heart was so ani- 

tnateiMgfth ir^^rd to his,fat^|Si^S hono,ur and 
thk sa^t'iltrJSp men, and so cheered with the 
views of' ms * 6 wn approaching exaita^on and 
, glory* that, in* defiance of all his most inveter¬ 
ate enemies, resolutely set his face to go up 
to Jerusalenf^ though he knew it was the last 
journey he should take from Galilee thither, 
and that tortures and deathvawaited him there. 


receive him. 


52 And cent mes- And, as his way lay through Samaria, being a 52 
^enseis before hisi jjtraftger there, he sent messengers before his 

ami entered into -i.faee,whom their pTogrcss, entered into a vtl- 
\ Hiagc of the Satna- luge of the Samari\ms to prepare eniertainmait 
for him”Aim; only desiring to take a lodging there, 
”53 And they did to pay for their accommodation. But the53 
Samaritans bad such a national grudoe against 


for the use of the phracc of the dayn or 
time beiiii’ tiiinilrd, &c. 

i\ thv (Imi'. •aite JulfUed in zehkh he 
ihouid be titeived ui> jv tji tri/fj.irhtifundcti 
Tt; fiix‘Dn( rn; nvnf>i4-fo/; nviu.j In all 
the leaboningf. of the former note, I have 
t.ikeo it foi ^■•'lilted that heic 

Mmiilks Chilat'si being /aie/t up to hi-avfji ■ 
niid this ti sagenoiall 3 ’ ihe signification 
ofiht; word, that I wonder any learned 
men should ha\e interpreted it in a dtf- 
fertiit iiMiincr.—Sii Isaai* Nekton, mere¬ 
ly ti suit with his hspothesis of preserv¬ 
ing t'le oriler of Matthew unvaried, 
stiaijgclv sii|)puses that this oecurrcnce 
h.ippened m the fust year of f'hrist's 
preaching (Xewl on the I'rojilienes p. 

1 j'J ) .imi mtcipress' the pass<<}!e bcfoic 
us .is if «vaXi|J 1 ; were the same with fUFflt- 
' >y»i eii'i^iuvileei'r,tameren/,whieh would 
make it no exact date at all; but might 
mdillcrenlly be applied to .iiiv other 
feast,—lleindiih confound' il with IJ.j'- 
=■ 1 ;, and in'eiprets ii of !ij> bcii-g ti/ted 
»/>on the ciiiss; though it it certain, the 
nleas pf being It/lcii up to a state of sua- 
}i(‘nsiop 4 -and la'en or trerhetf up, are ex- 
tietnely diflorent —- \ 'learned friend, for 
whoM'judgin'lit I have justly a great 
ugard, obvciving that ^.> 14 , 1 ; aometimes 
signifies a \i’iiuir, itigeiiiousfv loujie- 
tiim 1 I. It n!/''Xx 4 *; may signify V/in t'l 
iit'i'i" «, 1 . ; irii.igiiiing i may rcfci 

■jui /111 ■'U'i" a''> 1 ,: mth, ' uKe It. 


29; urging farther that avaXa/M€asvui signi¬ 
fies /» take enat'i, (and referring 1 tliink 
Without sufficient evideneej to Acts \x. 
13, 14. XXIII 31, compared with ver. ID; 
and Kph. vi. 13, coinpared with ver 11; 
III proof of it. But I beg leave, with all 
due deference, to,observe, that trvhinfA.- 
Cam IS the word which Luke uses for 
taking, in the sense this worthy peisou 
suppose-s, vts deii'itiMg to seizf, (c/uiipare 
Acts I. 16, and T.uke nxii. 54 ;) in which 
he IS supported by the auiliority of An— 
totle, Kunpides, and the best (Jrcek 
Classics. And therefore since the woid 
is plainly used with refeience toCbrivt’s 
atcen-ion, Mark \vi. 19; Acts 1 2, 11, 
22; 1 'I'lm. III. 1G; as also to that of Idijah, 
2 Kings 11 , 10, ti, Septuag. and since in 
all dll' pbaccs referred lo above, it may 
be rciulered bj taking vp, (sec (Irotius 
on M.irk xvi. 19,) I scruple nut at all, 
wjrh the most ancient versions, and the 
gl^iierality of critics, to follow the usual 
interpretation which refers to 

Chnsl't asettnmni especially since no 
cottsiderabla difficulty would be remov¬ 
ed by admitting any of the preceding 
differeht mtcrprctatioBs —^'I’hat the word 
days sigiiilies no more than time, sed is 
srimcttmcs used to express wli/il pa ses 
in an instant, is very evident fioiii 
2 Kings il, 1, and liiit vxv 2i, tiep- 



:30 He rdmkes ihe'uUmpcTate %eal of Jmnh John. 

sect, the .lews, that ’-WQnld not receive hinif nor not receive him,-1. - 
grant Imn ilie eoinmon riles of hospifiiltty due 
**0^ to any str^inger, becOitac his face was fdireckd to jeruMiwM. 

Vi 5S Jevusahyfi; and they concludw^ 

’ ' the scHiion of the year, that this visit wasin^lld* 
eil as a ^uhar honour to the triple thdf^' 

54 JnU w'hen his diseiple^f Jmms aoMhJdint .u And nhen lus 
w.ho attcndcdliim,'*' saw iV, they i^ilt 3l,hT*“;v'S^'thrJ 

thou that lie speak for fire to cofOie fiowU from said,’lord, wiiuhou 
heaven to destroy them, as fJliJah did with re- that we command 
gani to his oiH'iuies, (0 Ktng.s i.l |0, 12;) for 
siiie!) one word in >uch a c^e wi|,l do it, tind conMimc them, even 
^ the 111 till Ty of heaven wj)l jhe qaijch more ready Kims did ? 
to avcMoc such an ^ifiront offJii’pd to thee, who 
art bo tniicli superrorWi^ny of the prophets ? 

Bui f./f'i'Mi] fiirnmg ^hort ijpon thepi, rebuk- But hMurned, 

ed ihgm tvith a becoming seventy, and said, and s.id, Vc know 
J (i knoit' not irhat kind oj spirit ye are of; you not v> hat manner oi 
iK'itber consider the geniujs 'of the gospel, so t-pint yc are of. 
nmch more nuntie than that of the law, nor do 
ydu sufficieiuly know your own heJ^rts; and if 
you were more diligently to examine them, you 
would soon find'that there is a great deal of 
jiersonal resentment and ostentation, mingled 
with all that zeal for me which you so warmly 
> iOC’ifircss on this occasion. But I reject your jfi For the Son oi 
motion as absolutelv unfit to be complied with; 
for the Son of man came not into the world to |Juf™o m^rthem’ 
erect hib kingdom by militaiy force, or by any 
otlicr method to destroy mens lives, but ta save 
them ; and tlietefpre will exert his miraculous 
power ill works of mercy apd benevplcnce, and 

«• As a peculiar honour to the temple and it mipht be resented as .somethin^' 
!h(‘i(‘.| Nohu of tlie feasts observed at of an atlcjiit, cotisidcriiig the antipatiiy 
.leiiisalcm could be rnoie remarkable in ot the two nations, 
tins view, as this was kept in comme- Jma %r-(l Jetkn, who attendr-d him.] 
moralKin of the temple's being puritied, That these disetphls, so lenurkiiblv dis- 
.•Itci It h.vd been polliiiid by Aniiouhus tinguislicd by their bird's fav‘,iir, shu'uld 
I'pipham^. tvi whose idiJatroes iinposi> have some distjji|ijy!Uisbed real and rjitli, 
tions the flamaritans had willingly oAer* may secin iiss vfondiTfiil, than th.it a 
< d to submit, .IS was observed before in person of '.o !,v#ect a di'-po',ition as Jolin 
note 8 on .loiin iv. 9, Vol. I. p. 169. should make sevi.e .i proposil 
Jo'-enhns observes (Atitiq. lib. xs. Cap. (CVunpare sect, bCvi Inipr. p 36.)—'I he 
6. (.si I.) ^ 1. and Bell. Jud. lib. ii. 0 . 1 ^. afllnity which this atpryhas u> the qtlu-r, 
1'2, (al 11 ) ^ 3 ) that the .lews going with which Luko has connected it, w (as 
from (I'alihe to Jel'usaiem at their pub- (iiotius justly nbservcb,) a sulticientrcn 
III took Samari,! in thcr way son fur his bavin:; thus tiansposcd ji 



Ten lepers dedhsed, of zvhoni hiii-one ^kes thanks. 



And they went to not of terror ,^(1 t^enijeance. And they srrr, 

anotlier village. gj pfaoe, 80 ( 1 ^ 71 / bn till tliey 

iamdiker village .. ' ^ 

LuKr xvir. 13. ' ■’’W^ 0,9 he entered ini<ia certain neigli|)6nri:)U^», 

And a.N he entered there ifLet hm teifme/i Xi'hifdfr^ lepen, 

into a ci’i tarn village, ,-2 . . , » l .' J p ^ i 

there met him tea S^ld wfife-0» te^SCdpufit WCFC sl?llt O from tlie 

men that Were lepeni, towns lb' the/ bel&Dced $'tind in (his 

which stood afar ofi. miserablethey ctiuld IftVe no society with 
any hut the!n\i^l'pe 9 ^ both Jew.s and l^aoiaritans 
13 And they lifted conversed prt^iscuqusly together. And -itand -1 i 
up l/ieir voices and thgiv sl,oyl,i pollute passetio£>rs 

h.ivc mercy on us. ^00 niighl 0)00)6 too near them, they Itjiul up 
their veice, and said vf iih ^'at earnestness, iiav- 
ing hoard of the'fdrne of 0frist, .lesth'. Master, 
vre beseech thee to have mercy upwi us. as thou 
hast already c.xtended it to others m these ile- 
u And when he plorable cifctimstances. And, seeing them as 1-' 
Mw</i«iw,lie baidun- theystood crying tbiiiit), he said unto them, Gu, 
y^nrsekes to the priests; ml,mating lhal 
priests, .'.nditc.ime the cure they desired should be poitoimed by 
1(1 ^ass, th.it as they the way. And if cunic to pass, that as they nure 

denused*'^^ "*'** obedieocc to bis word, they -were all 

miraculously cleansed by the power of Chri'.t, 
tlic efficacy of which was such as to ojjcrate at 
a distance as well as near. 

13 And one of And OM of them, perceiving he vras heated, \ • 
iiKin, when he saw was SO aff'ectcd With it, that he inimediateiy re- 

turmU^ ba4*''^'*!uld with at, heart full of gratitude and joy, 

wmi a loud' voice gloi'\fying God vcith a loud voice, and made a 
"loiiiicdfiod; free and open acknowledgment of .so .signal a 
111 And ffii (I6wn mercy, /^wd, presenting mmself before Jesus, lo 
SlE heJiU dmn mhisjm «/ hp/cci, «b™? ti.e. 
and he was a 9amA- most attcctionatc thanks unto hm as the mune> 
ntan. diate Aothof of'hLs cure; and it is remarkable 

17 And Jesus an- that kt utasa Sommlafi, And Aesm observing r, 
iCiTSii tenclMns! answered and said, Were there not /en lepers 
I'd ’ blit where ari cleansed? but where |«re] ^Atf.-.otlier nine, of 
tiicaine? whom it |night Imve b^en expfctcd, as thev * 

were Jews, that they should have expreiAed a 
greater sense of piefy, and have been more 
]»•. There are not ready' fb thank God for' their deliverance ? 
fon^-jhat returned Hqw ijjt^ that of all who Were cleansed, none IS 
MvelfsSpiT*' drefound uh have returned to give glory to God 
to And he «aid hut this poOf stranger to the c-ommonwi jith ol 
onto him, An^, go Israel ? And he said to him. Arise, go (hi n ay; 1 
hath "'raadc**^ thw this/AyyiiiVAin my poWer/ws saved thee, and Inen 
who,'*. happily made the means of ijjy cure; and iVnm 



’ 18S Keflectms oti evil'of'a persecuting spirit 

f$E<,T. these grateful sentinrerfts, with w^kb thy heart 
^vij. is blJed, thou uiayest conclude the c|jre thou 
S'^jT^hast received is given ihee in riiercy. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


^kc Who M^uid not have im^n^ that t|k :b 1 e$sed Jesus should 
have been most cordially welCi^b .'ivfeever he came, when 
there was grace in ail his words,benevolence in all bis ac¬ 
tions ? Yet these Samaritans ti'^d not receive him because he 


was a Jew. And thus do unhapi^y prejudices, taken up on ima> 
ginarv grounds, against men, ana things in the general, some¬ 
times injure the best of men, and prove much more hurtful to 
the pci sons themselves by whon^tbey are entertained. 

54 1 he rash disciples^^xiid ba^”© called forfire from heaven; and 

let us observe liovv Christ treated the proposal. He treated it 
like bimself; like the kind compassionate Friend of human na¬ 
ture ; and also like one who well knewwhat was in man, (John ii. 


25.) and how littl- human terrors and seventies can do towards 


producing a real conversion, Yet fire from hetwen might have 
carried along with it some rational ground of conviction, which 
penal laws and sanguinary executions can never produce. What 
then would Christ have said to these disciples if they had them¬ 
selves proposed to smite with the sword, or to cast fire-brands in- 
55 to the houses of these inhospitahle men ^ Little do they kyiow iheir 
own spirit; little do they understand either the true genius or 
the true interest of the. gospel, who have recourse lo such vio¬ 
lent methods as these, to extirpate heresy, and to propagate 
truth. Let ns bless God, that neither the guilt, nor the misery 
of such a conduct is ours. 


Let us learn to search our own hearts, that wc may form a 
thorough acquaintance with ourselves; which will greatly pro¬ 
mote both the comfort and useffulness of life. Especially let u.s 
attend to our aims and intentioni, and be greatly jealous over 
' our own hearts, lest we indulge our irregular passions under re¬ 
ligious pretences, and set up' the standards of malice and pride 
in the name of the Lord. 

i.^uke From the story of the Un hpirs let us jearn, importunately 
^ 2—16 influences of Christ, to purge us from that far more 

odious and fatal disease which sin has spread over our whole na¬ 
ture ; and, after the example of the Samar itaUf let us own the 
ISnterry we have received. Have wc hot’ reasdn to feat that, of 
the multitudes who are indebted to thd divine goodness, there 
is not one in ten who has a becoming sense of it ? Let us labour 
to impress our hearts deeply with such a sense. I..et us remem¬ 
ber what it iii ^hat God Expects of us; and let us farther consider 
that, as the exercise of gratitude towards such a Benefactor is 



The Pharisees in^mre^vhen the kingdom of God zoill come. 183 

most reasonable, so also in proportion it is most delightful to the 
soul: it is indeed (as one mdf eifpresses.it) like tlh^ of ‘ , 

the Jewiah priesty w^bi^^^hile it did. an ^honour to Sod, did 
Ijkewise regale witb^^ii fragrancy the person by whom it 
'"was ollercd. ^ 




Our Lord cautiofis the Jews a^m^nsf expecting a pompous king¬ 
dom of the Messiahy and wartvtjftem of the approaching na¬ 
tional destruction •which wout^he the consequence of rejcLting 
him. Luke XVJI. 20, to thft^nd. 


ttJk.fcX\'II '20. 

^Nl) nLcn lie was 
(Uniarided ofOic 
rii.uiiieeh when the 
kingdom of God 
should come, hcaii- 
swmd UiiMti, and 
said, The kingdom of 
Oud coinctli nut with 
ubserration. 


21 Neither shall 
Ihey say, J,o hqre, 
or, lo tliere: for be¬ 
hold, the kingdom of 
God IS within you 


i- And he said 
unto the disciples, 
The days will come 
w'hen ye shall desire 
tn see one of the days 
of the Son of man, 
and ye sluill not see 
a. 


* UJKli,XVIhv2Q. 

thus uUf Lord went on .nis journey, and at '^ect. 

hjiigth came to Jerusalem. Jnd it vvast-’xxviii 
about this time that, being asked by some of 
Pharisees'' when the kingdom of God, which lie 
bad 90 often mentioned as approaching, should 
actually come; he answered tnem, and said, The 
kingdom of God cometh not with that external 
pomp and observation of men whicli you expect. 
Neither shall ihey point to this or that remark-21 
able place, and, say, Behold [it li] here, or, 
behold [it w] there. For behoM, and obsiTve it 
attentively, the kingdom of God is already 
among you:^ though, because it is an inward 
and spiritual kingdom, erected in the hearts of 
men, and not attended with outviard grandeui, 
you Overlook, it as unworthy your regiinls, 

And he afterwards said to the disciples apart, 22 
Though you do indeed' undergo .some present 
difficulties, in cooseqtience ut your adheiencc 
to me, yet you have so much greater extremi¬ 
ties before you, that the time will come when 
you shall wish to see one of these days of the 
San of man, and shall not spe //,- and the whole 
Jewish nation having rejected Me, the true 
Messiah, shall yet long for the appearance of 
him whQirt they expect under that charactei, 
and eagerly listen to every one that pretends 


* Being ailed hy soukc of the Pknnseee.'\ 
I pretfiul iii<t to $ay whether this was at 
Jeritsdlein or some neighbouruig place; 
nor is It any way material to^eteunitMit 

•* The kingdom of 'Sod n nm'ing yi'ii.] ^So 
I reiidtT the words itwi, referring 
the 1 eiiJer tn those exact Critics in the 
Greek language, Be/a and Rapheiips 


(Anuot ex. Xcn. p. 109, MO,) for a more 
particular vimlicstion uf it Ul^<'Cl• 
tain our Lord could not properly '.i'. ilu' 
kingdom of God was in the |‘liiii ers 
to wnom he spuke, whose leiiip, r r. a-, 
entirely alienated from'the nature .iiid 
design of it. 





1S4 Christ represents the manner of his coming, 

SECT, to it. And accordingly they shall say to you, 23 And they shaii 
in Behold, [he is] here, or behold [he is] there. s»y t">o“.Sechc,e. 

[but] dmotym go out on hearing 8t^.f?««Ort9 after <Ae«, nor follow 
2 '', to seek him, nor join to foUoxv ;4iiiany ntm. 

2 J-of tlieBr vain delusive schemes. For he in- 
deed fcoipc, but in a very difffirpit maitocr.from 
what they expect; et^en to them nnii'rheami.shinctJi 

a sudden anti unavoidable de^Wiietion: for as 
the lightning which lightens from one [fart] l^alraisortSon oi 
under heaven, shines tu a twofljeirt with the man bo m foti djy 
- greatest svvirtness to the other [part] under hea~ 
veil; so also in as swift and terrible a manner 
the coming of the .Sbtt of man he inhis day, 
when he apticars.to-plcad thedause of that gos¬ 
pel which has bedft so. generally despised. 

25 (Compare Mat. xxiv. 23, 27, sect cl\i.) Never- 2 ,!i nut fir"! nmsi 
theless, he must first suffer many things, and be *<csiifh rniimy things 
yet more opprobriouslv aqd solemnly rwt^Lv/thisnoratioT' 
by this generation of men, who shall by this ' 
public ant) national act of impiety and rebellion 
fill up the measure of their iim}Uities, (Com¬ 
pare Luke xxiii, 18—21; John xi.x.. 15; Acts 
111. 13—15) 


2G Then shall impending vengeance fall upon 
them at once; and as it uas in (he days 0 / 
Noah which preceded the Hood', so also shall 
it be in the days of the Son of man, or in those 
da) s when he shall come in the manner I liave 
now described for the destruction of Ins etio- 

27 mies. For, notwithstanding the expivss piedic- 
tions of divine judgments approaching, they 
went on with their usual course as if there were 
no danger; they did eat, they drmk, they mar¬ 
ried wives,. [and] their daughters were given in 
marriagei and with a confident .secuijiy they 
persisted in the business, -eirtertainnient'?, and 
luxuries of life, till the very day in which Noah 
entered into the ark; and then the deluge came 
with irresistible fury, so that it overbore and 
destroyed them all at onoo; (den. vi. |‘3, vii. 21) 

28 Liketoise also as it was at Sodom in the days o f 
Lot, they did eat and drink, they bought and 
sold, thiy planted vineyards, and built magnifin, 
cent houses, and never thought themselves 
more secure, or their pleasant country mOre like 

2 <ito nourish; Thus did they cai'elcsdy go on, de- 
spi^ing every admonition of tlieir guilt and dan¬ 
ger; but on the very day when Lot went out of 
Sedom, an horrible tempest of fre and brini' 


36 And asi it iv.i^ 
in the* days of Noah, 
SI) sh;i|[ It 1)0 also in 
the days of the Son 
ol nun 


'27 1 buy did cat, 
they tkank, they 
inairicd Hives, tiioy 
were given in in.ir- 
p.ige, uutil the dtiy 
that Noe entered lu- 
lo the ark: nnd the 
flood Came and il> - 
atiDved them .dl 


2S fokewisc also as 
it was in thedoys ot 
Lot, thcys^d«caf, 
;th«y drank^ 'they 
bought, they, sokl, 
they pl.inted, they 
bnildi-rl: 

'29 But the same 
day 'that Lot went 
out of Sodom, it 
rained Arc and brim 
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Slone from heaven, stone wus rained down by Lord/row* heaven^ spci, 

and destroyed thuin ^ suddeo QVQtKhxOYI d^Stfi^ed tkc^luU. ^X*VIII 

* 30 Evwi tiiiis bhalt {Geii^vJ»3^i4, 24.) 'Eveis SO- shall it hk in the 
Itbciniheday qF MomlS revealed^ when liexvil.'io 

will »ibly display His po^er in the dcstrnc: 
tion of:* sinfiH'^eople ; the Jewish nation 
shall be and cofiddent {taL>if there was 

not the least (jjK^er^ indulging themselves in all 
kinds pf IuxuI^IIh) extoavaganecy^ till they shall 
i, see ruin surrottnding tnetn on every side, from 
which It will be ^ Impossible for them to escape, 
as it was for tho sinners of the old world, or the 
inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah. (Compare 
Mat. xxiv. 37—39,, sect, clxiit) ^ 

31 In that day, he /71 //i^f if anv one shall be taking the air 31 

«Ic‘LSllop,“SJd or' be felimi tliither for any 

his Stuff in the house, Other purposc, am his best dress and/nniitwrc 
let him not come he tn the house. Id him not come down into the 

tr L woi”. *■«'',*«'»'> "‘v >•" •”** *«• j’™ 

in the field, let him Readiest way by those steps which go down on 
iikvivibe not return the outsidc of the building : and he that is at 
work in the field., stripped of his upper-garments, 
kt him likewise not return back, though it be but 
a few steps, to take it. (Compare Mat. xxiv. 

.32 NcmetnberLot’s 17 , 18 , sect, clxi.) Blit rementber the awfiil32 
example of Lot*a wifef with tl>e dreadful issue 
of her delaying and looking back ; (Gen. xix. 

26.) and take heed lest, like her, you perish in 
tiiat sudden vengeance, which shall overtake 
your former abode, if yOu allow yonrselvijs to 
linger in it, or turn back for the sake of any 
3,1 wiiisocver shall thing you have left there. For in that day, /if33 
XaU ?o-o'^it^'\nd pfescrvc his life by retiring in- 

uiiosoei or shall lose to soffle fortified city, and especially into that 
where it might seem he should be safest, shall 
Use it ; but he that shall be thought to take the 


ludulgms themselves ki all kinds of a /um ml come i/okk nto the house 
liixoiy and extravagance.] It is not lo lake U aietty,\ This bhev s, licyund all 
uiise.isqnable foe Great Britain to recol- control eisy, that this ilHCi.iii'cicfers not 

lect, that when a pompous and luxurious to ibe Jinal jialgment, froii.there 

way of living has coi ie ta its height in can be au escafie ; hut to th>‘ dv^tructimoj 
many of the most considerable ancient Jeinta/em, trgm whicii it is well knoun 
.and moiilera nations, there has been a .that many Christians weiv preserved l>y 
very sudJeii transiUoa to the lowegt-^-this caution. See Grotuis in loc.—The 
stiite of servitude and ruio. All histones .ffwish houses were bnilt with a (lal roof, 
alicund with instance* of this kind; and. and had stairs on llie outside to go dow n 
God glrant that out own age may not add from the top. Compare note « on Luke 
one to the number! f IP, Vol L p. 258, 



» 

186 Where Ike (farcase is, the eagles will be gathered, together. 


siEcT. ready way to lose his life^ shall presei've it ; for 
cxjcviii thi'y who regard my admonitions, and retire, 
bowevt^r their conduct may be im- 

prudent, shall survive the general ruutf^/ 

34 I lellyoUi in that night, tl»t gloomy caiami- 
tous time, the V^rovidenc^Elf Gt^isball be 
strangely seen, in delivering drmy disci¬ 
ples, when others imtlie very^^ine places, and 
circumstances shall perish hi the common cala¬ 
mity : there shall, for instai]|.^e, be two persons 

■ lying in th^ savu bed; and the one shall be ta¬ 
ken oy the enemy,* and the '^ker dismissed. 

35 y a’(? toomm shall he grinding togefher at the 
samp mill; the one shall be tMen, and the other 

3Qdismissed. And tm men shall be working or 
walking together in the feld; the one shall he 
taken, and the other dismissed. (Compare Mat. 
xxiv. 40, 41, .sect, clxiii-)- 

37 And they answered and said to him, Where, 
Lord, and to whom shall this destruction hap¬ 
pen ? ^ And he said to them, That common pro¬ 
verb is applicable to the present occasion, 
Wheresoever the carcase [?.y], there will the ea¬ 
gles be gathered together ,-8 wherever the impe¬ 
nitent and unbelieving Jews are, the vengeance 
of God will pursue them, and the Homan eagles 
shall (as it wore) fly upon them as a helpless, 
prey ; and so, where their numbers are the 
largest, there the destruction will be greatest 
and most terrible. (Compare Mat/ xxiv. 28, 
sect, clxi.) 


Ins life,shall preservi* 
It. 


54 I tell you, iTT 
.that niuht there shall 
be two men iii -nc 
bed; the one shall be 
taken, and the other 
shall be left. 


T5 Two woini'ii 
‘•lull be uriudiiiu to- 
j^i'lht I , lhi‘ dill shall 
he taken, and the o- 
llier left, 

'ill Two men shall 
be in the field , the 
one shiill be taken, 
.ind the other lett. 

31 And they an¬ 
swered .ind said un¬ 
to him, When', 
Luid’ And he s.iid 
imti) them, When- 
sorver the bedy i", 
thither wdl tiv ca¬ 
joles he gathered to¬ 
gether. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

itfi. 20 . May our minds be formed to a true taste and relish for the 
kingdom of God! and may we learn wherein it censists; not, 
like the kingdoms of this world, in external pomp and splendour, 


*■ The one shnll be taken by the enemy.] nisalom above, that I might leave room 
That this IS the sense of the word vrtifa- lor it. 

\)if9nre1at, and that m the lat- e M A-reioeveT the carcase u, &c.] Dr. 

ter clause should be rendered (bimsiett, Clarke has explained the general aenso 
or lei go, I think Eisner has almodaotl}'^ of this proverb with great judgment, 
proved; (ibserv Vol, t. p. g62, 263.^— (See his Seventeen Sermons, p. 381, &* 
ile has likewise shewn there, how custo- 'sti},) It is, as if it bad tieen ifald, The 
niary it wa» for viomen to grind at the tike cautet will produce the like ejfeeti!. Eut 
See also Bos. Kxere p. 30, *< jt seems to suggest so proper an allusion 

' nhere. Lord, &c,] lhave seen few to the Roman standards, and to theear- 
parajihrases w'hich do not supersede this nage they made of the Jews, that t could 
queation i I bav e forbore mentioning Je- not forbear introducing the mention of it 



Mefiecfions on the coming qf ' , i87 

nut in righteousness, peace, jo^ in the ffoly Gh6si,'md that sfct. 

ward subjection of soul to the Divine government which isrthe'JXxvm 

•essence of religion, and^^^and security and felicity of-our’ 
• nature-j! Many are, li^^e talking of it, and ex¬ 

pecting it, while it is dmoHg thenitH^d they it not *, and,ver. 21 
perhaps, despise' the huntti^Chrjstiins in wh^' it resides, and 
most eminently triumphs. ^Maj^j^ey who think mosi lightly of 
it never have cause to msh at i^k ifqr the. return .of those ^l^^s 
of the Son of man, whf^h^are now ibeirhni«dou, lather tbai»ibeif 22 
pleasure, while th^ hear vital .isnd^.inward ireligion in vain re¬ 
commended and enforced! . * 

What our Lord s&ys of Ms c&m'^ to the destruction of Jeru-26—30 
Salem, may be applied, as it is elsewhere, to his ap/)«a?'aRce’ at 
the fnal jud^nent, of which the fornM^was a %ure. Thus shall 
the men of uiat generation be immersed in business and pleasure; 
and that tremendous day shall ame upon them, even as a thitf 
in the night; so that they shall find themselves overwhelmed 
with irrecoverable rum, while they cr^', Peace and safety; (l 
Thes. V. 2. 3.) And thus doth the awful hour of death, which 
consigns men over to judgment, surprise the generality of man¬ 
kind, while they are thoughtless of it and unprepared for its ap¬ 
proach, amidst ail the solemn warnings of it which they daily 
receive. May we be always in a prepared posture, and daily 
live as on the verge of eternity! 

And if once we are engaged in a course of serious preparation, 32 
let us remember lafs mfe, and take heed that we tumimt back 
aoain. We fi^e,-as for our lives; let us mot look behind z«.3l 
Wlmtever is to be kft, whatever is to be lost, it is enough if Our 
life be given us as for a prey. 

If we have any just hope that it will be so given us, wo haven't—*36 
a great deal of reason to own and adore the riches of divine grace 
to us, of that distinguishing grace which has taken us when others 
are left; some, perhaps, employed in the same business, and 
dwelling in the same ptoce ; and, may not I ,add,' some lying in 
the same bed too! 

In a word, let all seriously bethink themselves, and flee from 
the wrath to come. God spared not Judea, that favourite coun¬ 
try, when they rejected his gospel, and his {Son: let us fear, 
lest he also spare not us: (Rom. xi. 20, 21.) In this respect also, 
wheresovc)' the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered to-^7 
gather. The same causes will produce the same effects; and 
when wp, in particular, of these happy, but sinfuf nations, con¬ 
sider our numerous and aggravate^ provocations, , wc shall see 
much greater reason to wonder thit the judgments of God have 
been $0 long delayed, than that they should at last tail upon us 
with an insupportable weight. 



J * ‘ ■* 

188 Christ ddiveri0e parable of the importunate widow, 


SECT. CXXIX. 

. -ftl ‘ 

Christ presm his disciples ta pers&HWd^ in prayer, by the pp:, 
able of the iwpanunatew^iw; and recommends humility by 
that of the Pharisee ahdpy^ica^S’ Luke XVIII. 1—14. 


CXXIX. 


LuVi 

xvjri 


•T 
unto 


4 ' , LVKB XVIILf^. . Lvke XVlIl. T 

STCT. US our Lord di^oursecl'with his di«<tipies ^M) iio .pakc 

. of the approaching d^stfaetiofi of JerusaFerti parable nr 

' by the Romans; and, for their encoursgetnent 
j under those hardships, which they tnight in the tf.pMy,“and not to 
rnej&n time expect, frofti their 'unbelieving 
e^ifintiymen, of'^Pthers, He.spake a parable to 
them ; winch was'int^efed to incufcate upon 
them ibis great truth, that, how distressed {n>- 
ever tfieir circumstances might be, they oupht 
always to pray with faith'and perseverance, and 
not to faint under their trials. 

2 For thb purpose he discoursed to them in the '2 «,iyjn?, i l i re 

followiiiff manner, sai/inff. There was a jiidee "“smaoitj ajmi.;.-, 
inacerkitncUy, who neither feared God, nor re- r.!;.n<i- 

tcrenced man; but was wicked enough to set ed man 
light by all regards to both, and to make his own 
humour and ^wular interest the only rule of his 

3 actions. And ikeTe was a widow in that city who 
had sustained some injury from an enemy more 
p<j\t'erful than herself; and, liaving no other way 
to obtain redress, she came to him, at a place 3 And tTu-rf’ «.is a 
and time when she could not be denied access, 
and said, I Come to put myself under the protec- h,in; saj mK, a\cuj{c 
tion oi the law, aim to demand thine assistance me of inin« a»her¬ 
as a magistrate, to do me Justice against mine 
adversary,^ that I may not shik imder bi's op- 

4pressiveattempts. I'liia was her case pwrf plea; 4 And he nonid 
yet as she brought no present in her hand, he 
Would not, Jor a coffeiderable time, take any no- bimsdf. 

tice of it; but, as she still persevered in her peti- though i f(*ar not 
tion, he afterwards said within himself, Though 
indeed / neither fedr Gai^j^nor reverence man, 
and therefore care liSt Wrat becomes of this ^ Vet because ihib 
cause, or who ha» thl^ jight the wrong of it; #id<»w woolikth me, 
5 Yd because this wft'bortunatd widow ffives nie 


* l)o me jvilke ngeanst mmt tulviriory,’] taken in the vCfsion to exptcss 1180 3 "= 
Thi» IS the undoubted import of the phraae not to suggest the tdea of revengf, 

' MixitTor fu j and care should lja\e been 



r-omiiig 
me. 


and declares the, succii^s of perseverajice m pr^er, 189 

I mil aviMige h r, trovble by her continued ilphlicatipn) / awV? ' s^ct. 
lest by her continual kst bv her comins tO 

me with ih^petitiQu, she even stun ^nd 

cries.** . ' 

' smiy Hettr and observe, ip^/6 


6 And the Lord --—- —- — 

saitr. Hear what Uie ^njust S(t^ ujf)on t||b fcaiRf^kable OC- 

uHjimju ge sai . himself to b« prevail^ 

ed .0(1 by tne e^pbual cries of ptie vs^ip otber- 

7 And shall not ^ jjvbuid baVe ‘V^jtFd<^(|, ^nd if 

el°i.Th"ch J*ry dly earneW'Hopopti^P Pf aL'^^r widotv thus '^rfe- 
aiid night Unto him, vailed on an person, fhif/l fi9t a 

tho|-fih ho bear long righteotia PttHeb'intJire be movod 
wit 11 cm ^boyfen and dearly beloved peo¬ 

ple, thaf cry to hirif''(^y and nighty under the 
cruel oppression pf I'beirjnaaf^ngenemies, e^n 
though he may seem to veoT tmg teith themy to 
8 1 tell you, that tlmm space for repentance?*^ Yes, I soy 8 
JpoS^iv.'N^vonhe- utifo yoUy he wi7f certainly vindicate them; arid 
k'^s when the Son of wlioii hc oijcc Undertakes it, he w>ill do \t speedily 
iii.in e.imeth, shall too ; aiitl tlijs geiicratiQu of men shall see and 
I'!iri*h > ^**'^'* **’ terror. Neverthekssy when the 

Son of many having been put in po.ssession of 
bis glorious kingdonr, cojnts to appear for this 
important purpose, wilt he find faith in the 
land?’^ The persecution will be so severe as 
almost to bear it down; but Ipt the- remem- 
bt^ce of what I have now spoken, be a comfort 
to ipy people, and a warning to those that in¬ 
jure tliem. 


!■ .s'.'/c rven stun and acory tne o«/.l The 
word urwttta^n is veiy cmphatical, and 
Flgmlll‘^ til stun or brat ihw t by violent 
•iinl r''p<'atrtl blows on the head. Com- 
pare I Cm. i' 37, ■ ^ 

V 7 houiih h>‘ may seem to bear lon^ uilh 
them, &i.] The leni ned Elsivr «-iipposes 
fuiyiJiAiiixM. with a smd'l alteration in 
th‘ .k<‘Ci‘nt tu correspond to and 

Aioiild lender it, Shall be rial uieni,e kis 
tint, zi/io cr\j bi him, an'lnsuit patiently far 
it, that IS, foi hi« appearance in tborfa 
\oiir >'(Kbncr, Obsery. Vol I. p. 36.5, 
3(''i) Diit, us 1 Caiinpt tluu]c.tbo words 
will n.itiiially bear snch a eunstructicn, 
or that tlie aiithorities be prod'!ccs ara 
hdi'factory, I cbooSc to reta tt oui scr- 
siiiu Kor can I, on this intcrpretalt<>u, 
peKckcaiiy im‘oiisii.teiiC' botw'CCii \cr. 
7 and t, since It is pla>n, <>ud might tvail 
bmi’, and yet at length execute a 
and siirlden vengeance on the peiseCntnig 
riicmici of his pcjplc. Compare I’sal. 
Ksii! Uab. II 3} and especially 


F.cc1ii 5. xxxr. IS; to which words Gro- 
tias supposes there is an allusion here'. 

•t W j« he f.nd faith in the land ir] It is 
evident the word yn uiTten signifies, not 
ike earth in geuer^l, but some particrilar 
land or cmniiy; as ip Acts vii. 3, 4, 1 1, 
and in numberless other places. And the 
context here limits it to Ute less cxtcnsivt 
signifiOatioii.—'Hid. belieting Hebrews 
were evidently in great danger of being 
weaned out with their persecutions ami 
distre.sse.s. (CompArc Heli. lii 13—14, 
9C. 93 — 39 j xti 1-^; Jam. i. 1 —4 ; li 
6; V. 10; 1 Pet. li 20—2 j; in 14—17, 
iv. 1, 2, 1^—19; V. 9, 10,—Mr. Fle¬ 
ming argues from hence, that deism shall 
pent ail very much towaids the conclii- 
..A^tn p'f the Millennium: (Cbiystulogy, 
Vol II. p. 338.) but It is evident fioni 
the cuiiriectiun, as stated aboic, that this 
cannot jiis^tr be inrerred from this text, 
nor UoCs the fact lUcIf seem at all p:o 
bablc. 



190 pmnbk oy ijih'pmi Ph^ee 0id fmmlfle publican. 


SECT, ffe (dso spake tnWinher paraUS to certain nvr- f And be spake 
8oft», who, like tile proud self-justifying Phan- ‘eSaif^Sh trTs‘t* 
j see»^Mritl| an arrogant conceit of tte^r-own me- edinthemseivcthat, 

themselves, righ- they were righteous, 

iOiems, anddes'^sed others as reprobates^'' There 

■ITAlieA 0«atri l«A TdSiVt Af.. __1. <- 


'lftKfl? of them a Pharisee,^pne. Qf*thU i^(:t so 
greatly honoured' atnt^|; yfliii} and- the other a 
p«A/icfirn,,^jyh'pm you are used to number with 
lithe most conteitiptible^of unkind. And the n The PharHw 
Pharisee standing hy hkiselfiot as-^eat a dis- 
tance' as he could frotn\ the miserable sinner, cod, i thank thee, 
diio had entered^llbe temple with him, as if he that i am not a>{ 
feared being pcitated by touching him, or any "njuVt; 

■ other person less holy than liunself ;* prayed in adulterers, or even 
this manner, O^God, J thank thee, that I am as thu publican 
not as the' generality of other men are.; but have 
always had the grace to withstand thoi>e vile 
temptations which conquer and enslave them; 
so tnat 1 am not like the rapacious, unjust, adul¬ 
terous generation among Whom I live, or even 
like this wretched publican that btamls there at 
a distance, who probably is all this, and mote: 

12Thpu knowesfc O Lord, that I am zealous in is i fast twice m 
all the tuaditiohs of the elders; that in 
mity to them I fast twice a week;^ and with the 
greatest strictness J pay tithes of dl that 1 pos¬ 
sess, not excepting even the very herbs' of my 
garden. (Compare Mat. xxiii. 23, atid Luke 
, xi. 42.) ■ Thus the Pharisee oflFered his devo¬ 
tions, standing as near as-htk-could to the court 
of the priests; confident in his own distinguish¬ 
ed sanctity, anIkdeSfrous to be observed by 
13 others, /Ai^poor humble publican stand- 
tng ajar off, in the court or the trentues, as un- would not hft up 
worthy to be nunabcred among God’s people, much as his eyes un- 
and much more unworthy to appear in the pre- t?f‘t*ven,butbiniiri. 
sence of so holy a Deity, would not '•<7 tniieh as 
lift up his eyes to /te-A^Wj the habitation of the , 

Divine holiness .aud glory : but-, s^ote on his 


13 ^nd the publi¬ 
can .standing afar ud 


* As if he fuared being polluted by 
touching him, &0 J Thus Camero well 
i-yphiiisthis clanst.' ConipareIsir^ Ixr, 5. 

f f fnl tiLire a tueei.] It ha.s‘heen ob* 
sened by nia'<t commentators, th.it the 
-ffw, especially the Phariiecs, n>-cd ge¬ 


nerally to kefp private fajts on Mond.ij i 
lUid ThuUi^lnys, as the primitive ('hii<- 
(iaiis did on Wednesdays and Fiid.iys: 
and oiir Lord had tornicTly repiuitd 
their ostentatious Uianncr of doing ii,, 
Mai li. 16—IS- Ste Dru'-iu'. ill loc, 



The humble publican isyif^0e^^.rathCP (haMli^iharisee. 19 i 

4 * S * * 

upon hi-, breast, say. hreasty in token of tlie^ Bitterest remorse and sect. 
lilf to^mc i* «Jucr deepest humiliation, Joj/in^, 0 God^ I entreat cxxix. 
thee be. t^rcijul to me a qoiserable 
. ackp^wllege' that I have nothing to hope 
froftithe riches of thine uniperited and forfeit¬ 
ed goodnes, • .■, 

1 41 tell yon, this Now,. sl|idff|§ur Lord, I smf %mto you^ and 114 
mjM went down to would have jifM'diligently observe it, that this 

i’lX.twK poor,J;Bi4ye, ^ Awh UfhK 

for every one that houst justified tt^ber tmn the other; and would 
(>\altpthhiins«‘ifshan have been far ^ore acceptable in the sight of 
ulx'hu'lUa;!™! tiao ihe Pharis^, if he heil^indeed been 
-elf shall bdexalted, that mom upright man he pretended : even in 
that case his pride and confidence in bis^own 
righteousness would liave blasted all; for eiiery 
one that exalieth himself shall be abased; but 
he that humhleth himself shall be exalted; ^ as 
nothing is more hatefiil to God than pride, and 
nothing more amiable than lowliness of mind. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

llow hateful is the character of this unjust jud^e^ who neither^^^’^ 
feared God nor reverenced man, but centered all his regards in 
himself* llow hateful, and how contemptible, in any circum¬ 
stance of life; especially in a magistrate, the guardian of the 
public interest, in comparison of which he ogght to forget his 
own ! V'et even he was prevailed upon by importunity ; and ^ 

0111 Lord numtions it to encourage the fervor of our addresses to ^ 
tlie throne of grace What then, is the bles-sed God, like tiling ^ 
unjust judge, to be wearied out with a peal of words, and there¬ 
by weakly induced to do what would otherwise have been con¬ 
trary to his designs ? Far from ns be so absurd and so impious 
a thought [ Our condescending Lord only intended to intimate, 
tbui if the repeated importunate cries of the a£9icted may at 
IcMigth precail even on an inhuman heart, they will be much 
more u n;arded by a righteous and merciful Godi who is always 
ready to bestow his favours when he sees we are prepared to re¬ 
ceive them.—We may be sure that God will vindicate his elect ; 

* A tQtsorabli’ sujdpr.] It very .tp- •> h'oeri/ one that exalMh hinself shnU he 
paieiil, that the woid n’Hier often sigiu- almted; &0,] Hus appears to have been 
ties an a'laadoMd jirof! ate, or, as we a favourite maxim with our liOrd, since 
c'umtnonly c-qiress it, a wicked wreleh; we find it repeated almost in these very 
ant] nut Ihorclv one who has in some in- wprils|>io less than three dillereiit times; 
stances violated the divine law, which, not to niention a multitude of espressmns 
alas, has been, ami is the case with the in sense ncariv equivalent, .bee Mat. 
best of men. see Psal, vxvi. 9; Amos xxiii. 12, ami Luke xiv, 11. Compare 
i\ ID ['Mat. ix. 10, 11, xxvii. AS; Luke note'^rfect. clvii. 

VI. Vi, vh. :}'7,-;J9; xix. 7, John i\. 

94, .’’1 j nml 1 Timutliv i. 9. 



192 Mefiectms oii the p^Mkne^"^§s^<tyer and humdUy. 

sECt, let this pncparage though ihe rod of the wicked may for 

cfjtflttx. a wW|o vest on their back; '^nd let it intimidate the proud op- 
p?'essors of the darth^ who, in the of all their pomp and 
power, are so vwretebed as to havd Players of God’s people 
against them. ‘ ^ 

9 How instructive is this paisable of thfl publican and Pharisee I 
and how well connected with to teach us that humili¬ 

ty, without which repeated repeated insults and 
to heavedt Let.ns ctckXirwdih^^yursehes that we are 
righteous, and despise adhere f father be severe to our own 
faults, and candid to tljeirs. '' 

11 Behold this arri^nt Pharisee, standing apart from i\\e. publi¬ 
can, but as near as he co^ld t(t the seat of the Divine Majesty ! 
And' hear him boldly celehraring bta own praises rather than 
thosh of his Makfirl God, t tkamc thee, that I am not as other 
men. We see awan i)n»y acknowledge it is the grace of God 
which makes the difference between him and others; and yet 
while he professes t^t kmiUing doctrine of the gospel may he 
blown up with pride: yea, he may nourish and t»xpress that pride 
the words in which he declares his faith. Mistaken creature > 
tnat imagined this encomium on himself was a prayer, and trust¬ 
ed in'this defective morality, and these ceremonies of human de¬ 
vice, while an utter stranger to real vital religion. Happier, a 
thousand times happier, the poor pu/i/icun, when abasing him¬ 
self in the dust; when smiting m hie breast; when owning him¬ 
self a sinner, aod imploring the divine mercy as his only liope! 
Lord, we equally need it; may we with equal humility seek it! 

13 May we habitually maintain those views of ourselves which 
may promote that humility so necessary in order to the accept¬ 
ance of our addresses, and therefore to the happiness of our 
souls. And indeed, if in our approaches to God we can j>kce 
. our confidence in any righteousness of our oun, whatever we 
may imagine of our own knowledge or holiness, we have need 
to be taught again the first prineipies of both, and are strangers 
to the cssentiiMS of religion. 

SECT. eXXX. 


‘ Christ opens the eyes if a man who was boj'n blind; and the san¬ 
hedrim examine strictly into the evidence of the miracle. 
.lohn IX. 1—23. 4 


tFOHN. IX. 1. jTj j 

OUR I .ord was now come to Jerusalem, at the ^Nijasjmjpai.iC(l 
feast of dedication, about the middle of De¬ 
cember; * and 'as he was passing along through 


‘ Abontthf middle of Det'cmbcr,] Sf>e Motwitbi,faDdijig all the pains which Mr, 
'i'lin\ ’> ?_an(l ‘!'t* note thcic,Ncet. , vrbu.ton has taheTi to pro'? e that the cim 



Christ meets wkhM<i bom blind. 
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by, ho saw a man streets of tijat citv, a poof man xoho sect. 

buih!^ ‘ blindfram his bm'/if tbit sat aa^jftsk- 

ed relief trom those that went by. 

„ 4 ,, ., , diseiples, tahutg aoiicfe of the iMjor ^^"0 

siCed'^biln, !avS man^i?,case, applied tbeipselves to Jesos, aijd 
Waiter, vh» did sin, Ajot, coiio^iog ity sUvtng, Rabbiy we 
tins man, wr bis pa- Jesire tbtto waqldest teJI ua, who it was that sin^ 

heJn billiT? *“ ® exl^dinary and aggravated a. man- 

net; as to ©cc^o such a JtftJ|^ient ? 
ymn himself b^n guihy.of some heinous erfme^ 
as some of ouf doctors suppose he pnght be, 
in a pre-existei^t state ?*• or had his parentSy be- . 
fore his birtbi ootnni^ired some notorious sin? 
for we apprebemt to he was born Uindf^&s a 
punishment to himself, or dto* ot both. ^ , 

:> Jesus aiisviercif, But Jesusy waving curiosity of the* qufs -3 
Neitiier hnth this tion, iifisweredy It is ikt ieeause either this many 

P^^mtSy hme sinned m such an extraor- 
«orbs Ilf God should d I nary manner as you suppose; nofriyas the 
Ik* Kude niauif.st in piinishraeiit of either the chief design of this 
dispensation of Providence, the intent of it 
was, that the miraculous works of God might be 
remarkably manifested lurestoring hivi to sight, 

11 muit work till* as you will quickly see. For however the dia -4 

... ‘ lice ol the Jews may be irritated by it, I muit 

p nferm the works of him that,sent rne while it 


inks ol him ih.tt 
out me while 


of the blind man, of which we have an ac- 
OMiiiit here, happeiibd ieveral months bc- 
tuic Cbiist (iisoovcred himself to him in 
the tcinplu, and indeed at the. preceding 
feast of tiifiernacieb, I (.house, with the 
rality of critu'.h, to introd uco it hern j 
not merely that the thread of the story 
might nut be inteiruptod, but beeauiie 
Ml. V^'hibton's reasons (in hta HartQony, 
p .'385,) appear inconcluSMe. Fur f Site 
not but all here lyicoided mn^ht happen 
within ilie cumpa'-s of two or thiec days 
at most, nay, perhaps, of one single day. 
And It sOeOi^ much moie probable, that 
■aafnyw [ife he passed] might be used 
here without any immediate reference 
to arapiyiy, lA the preceding Verse, (John 
vhi. ult sect, ev.) than that when ChriKl 
whs fleeing out of ihe temple hi the has¬ 
ty Riaaner deeertbed theie, his dlsciptes 
as he pfldsed away from bis 'eftemioe, 
should put so nice a 'qneMioo to him (an^ 
111 vcr. ^,) or that he should stand stllF 
to discourse with them, and to perform 
KiiOb a cure in so leisurely a mouncr, oa 
;t IS plain this was done. 

^0'.. rr 


* In a pre-exrstent state,} Dr Light- 
foot, (Dox Heb. in Joe.) shfw.s, that some 
Babbies h^ve wildly' fancied a child 
tnig^t sin in ks mother's womb - but must 
Gomtiiep];aUiia,U;^tbju*-ter reason, agioe, 
that this refers to the notion the .feus 
had of the tranbinigration of souL. 'Iliev 
Uionght that if a man behaved himself 
amiss be was afterwards sent into ano*. 
ther boily,^ where he' met witli great ca¬ 
lamities,‘hnd lived on much worse teims 
thanbefoie; whereas a mure ailvaiiUi- 
geous situattoA than the former was 
supposed the reward of disttugii sheit 
virtife; sj Mtioii which they borrowed 
frotn the Pythagoreans; wh<ch seems to 
behintid at by .loqeiilfus, and is plainly 
refcired. 5 * 1 , Wisd. (in. 19, '20. (Com- 
pare Mai xo. K.)—Perhaps the 

disaplea might lint tbis que-.tioii on pur¬ 
pose to kern our Lord's sentiments on 
this subject of onri^us speculation, but 
he wisely declmeil* hn etpre*-*! decision 
of the matter, to fix on soDncttnng mure 
aseful 


O 



•tohn' 
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. 194 .//<? inirac^lousl^f ^ojicns his eyes. 

srcT. is daxjy and thu opp<j«rittnity of dispatchinjr it 
ixxx. contjiities; for-1 well know that the night is 
cowing, in which no man can work: I death 
ap;)ruacliij)g, which, as it puts a p^ri(^ in ge¬ 
neral, to human labours, so will close the scene 
of such miracles as tbe^e, andi^remove me from 
the converse and society of men. ^ But. so lim% 
as I am in the world, I am if^ligJit of the 
ti'crW^^and, as a-prool of the divme itluinma- 
tion I am capable "of giving, I, have often re¬ 
stored Sight to the blind; and 1 will do it in this 
instance 

Now when he had spoked thus,, that might 

rcise.tlie ftuthand obedi^u^ce of the patient, 
and r^ight shew tba»t he could commana effica¬ 
cy on whatever mi^idis he should please to use, 
he spat on the qroundi nnd wade clay with the 
spittle, and anointed the eyes of the ilmd maxi 
with the clay: And then, for a farther trial 

of his resignation and submission, he said to 
him, i&o, wash at the pool oj Siloam;^ {which 
word Siioam, being ixilerpretcd from the He¬ 
brew, signifies iSent, and so bore some analogy 
to the character of Jesus, as Sent of God.) He 
therefore presently complied with the direction, 
and went away, aji^ washed as he was ordered, 
and hkd no sooner done it, but he came frooj 
the pool seeing i and not only found liis sight 
given him, hut' his eyes were at once so re- 
minkahly strengthened, tb^t he immediately 
could hear the light.** 

The neighbours therqfore, and they who had 
seen him before, and known that he was always 
blind, said one to another. Is not this he that 
mt in the street^ and asked {chdrityf] of those 


day: the night Com¬ 
eth, when uu inau 
can work. 


5 As long as 1 am 
in the world, I am 
tlie light of the world. 


(i When he hud 
thus spoken, he spat 
on the giotiiid, and 
made elay ot the 
spittle, and he anoint¬ 
ed tlie eyes of the 
blind mail uith the 
cl.iy. 

7 And said unto 
linn, tiu wa>h in the 
pool of SiKiatii,(v hiL-h 
Is l>v inteipretation, 
Seiit.1 tl» went his 
M.iy llif ii'foie, and 
washed, and canv 
seeing. 


8 'Ihe neighboui'- 
Iheieluie, and the\ 
which before had 
seen him th.it he was 
blind, said, Is not 
tins he that sat and 
begged ^ 


e ffnsh at the pool of Stlennt,'\ Perhaps 
bv this coininaiid our Ixird intended 
to make the miracle sh tnueb the more, 
taken notice of, for a erowd of people 
would natiiiallv father round him, to 
ubscrtc the event of sq atran^^ A.pre¬ 
scription. And as it IS oxecedin'g proba¬ 
ble, that tlie blind ai.$utde to 

load hnu, cspocially throtogh tlie streets 
of so populous a city, he niiffht natu¬ 
rally meution tli 9 eji;nnd tliey were go¬ 
ing iipon, and call ti^e that sa«kitn to 
.1 grcatei alteution. Accordingly this 
liiiracle was afterwards talked of with 
particular regaid: Johnxi. 37, sect. rsl. 
— \s )«r the pool of 'hloarn, it was sup¬ 
plied from the fotiniuiu oi that name 


which arose in the sniijh-wcst part of 
Jernsaleni. See nuiu** uu l.nkc mii. 4, 
p. l'.?7; and Rc'lnnd Pahstiii p. ilo7 
<l Cojald benr the light.] I his is stroiig- 
1v intimated in tlie phra'<c he lame m- 
tue Compare note sect. Kvxi i. . ol. 1. 
p. 474^—Perha]>s be had been Uuglit by 
thp.yAample of MaaOtan not to despise 
the iTtA|4 iinprribablc rtieans when pre- 
mlyihcd In the view of a niinK Ic. Yet it 
H plain ho did not know tins was Ji -us 
ofNa/arcth yet, and ^o h.al no paiticu- 
lar thith in him, (compare vcV. 13,) 
which shews, by the,way, thiit such a 
faitli was not unneisally icipiircdas a 
condition of receo mg a cure. 



The man tells people: hov> he receiveiltis sight. 

who passed by ? Whew^ iS“ there sucb^n asto- 

9 Some .said, This nisliing alteration in him ? And some Jt is 

1,1^'h.m “aS assuredly iej and others, ft is indeed »ery mueU' 
Jie said, l am he, , to h^; it caqnot be the person himself: * 

he said, and conhdentiy averred j Trdly I 

10 Therefore Wid am tke. verv TheiJ therefofe said to hint, 1 

!'* i"™ 

. to hayob^ blind? Could any medicine have 

11 He answered go’jitfangea^i,effect.? And*lle Certain 1 

and raid, A man tb^ whd ^ hlkd'^J^sus, an(( who is famous for 

clay, and aiiuiuied marfy Other Extraordinary Worl£^,.^^Wflffl^’ day by 
ranif ejes, and said spitting 00’ tl^e ground, flwd, having anointed 

"oo? d Siloain'* a^nd Go}o the pbol of 

Sa!h? aliirT’wTnt Siloam, and wetishthere'^and siccotji\n 0 yT went 
and vashtd, and I andit'askedfand 'mmed^^^^ rfcdvedm)/Sight; 
received siyht, j j,j wd'l^^, a true and exact 

account of this woitdei^l feet, 

12 Then said they J'hen said they to 'himy'‘ 1 Vhere is he that per-1 

until him, Wheie is foiled this, arid aUve thee sudi directions ? And 
not. he said, I do not'know} foi’l have never yet 

seen him, nor ever coin^er^ed with him, other¬ 
wise than as I just it'ow told you. 
n They brought y\nd they brought him who had formerly been ] 
iLr,!™,”,".’ t” *0 dePlatmes iii the grand sanliednn., 
blind. tliat he might be examined by them; that so, it 

there was any' ft'aud in the" matter, they mif;ht 
liAndft wastiip discover and expose Iti 'Now it was on t/ic\ 
’’thiath-iay vkm Jesut mde_ tke clay; in the 
IllJ ojieiied Illsc^es. manner before reiateq, and opened his eyes; 

which was a cirdutmtalnce that some of these 


1^1 


John ^ 
IX. 9i 


10 I 


hypocritical rulers pretended to take great of' 
15 Then again the fence at. 7^ PhurUeiS therefore, disposed to i 

Wm"mw hc*had*K- ^*^^**^ could, asked him again. 

Celled his sight. He how Or by whai hiieatM Afi Tetened his sight, ^ind 
Niid unto them, He he soid to them^ cxSittly as he had before de- 
r'es ^aJidT*"*""? the‘pfsopIe,‘^tf only put flay upon nine 

jiiTd^see ^ ’ eyss, and J theft, accottliiig to ids command, 
went and washed at the ocighouuring pool of Si- 
loam, and, behold I do now see perfectly well. 


It u hhbifB, f Jkilftt on'thli stthlisth-dai/, &r. ] Dr. 

of Imvijfig Ji>s sight 'laffttfiiot.Lmi^S'^or. Iicbr..oD ver. P.jlias 

hi^^|iirufi^irtitdndcb'’erfal|^w$)<!h . ehawo,' that niiointiag the eyes on tin 
woald render him ilbmetbing adliketf^ nabliath day with any kind cd' medicine 
lie was before, and might occasion a fttUc was forbidden to tbe Jen 4 by Ibe tradi* 
doubt tuthose who were notwetUct^naibt- tion rtf' tbe 
• li *fitl» liim: as B, Hall justlj observe?. 



Being quetti&Red by Jke ^nhedrm^a division arises. 

i£cT. Than^said hume qf the Pharisees^ Tkismau^ ic Therefore said 
Jxxii. |^ough%)areiiUy possessed of some estmordi- 

power, IS notj to be sure, a roess^lj^er of ©T God, because be 
G(fd, nor can he perform tliese ‘^rcHrks’bv a Pt- keepoth nottiio sab- 
' vine agenev, demise he absenith nid the sacred 
rest or the sabbath, whicll the laW'W Mod so CX« that is a sinner do 
' pressly: enjoins. JJut moresfltis^y sawf, fwcii miradcs? And 

Jforn man that i.s a notorious Smter and sab- 

bati) -Wliaker, as yoff suppose this man to be,, do 
such great and beneficial which wear 

* alt tile marks of.'a divine original that can be ima¬ 

gined ? > tnd there teas a Warm debate ind divisiofn 
' among themem this iniportant question; the few 
friends of Christ among tltem'not failing to urge 
so great an advautaga^^^ittet the rest.^ 

^ 7 I3iic, to pi^vant the om^nee-that might be talt- s*y 

cn at their dispute, fkei^ turned and said again u^uV"a^r"Su "f 
to the blind man (that is, to him who had been him, that he hath 
blind, and still was spoken of by that title,) opentd tiune ejcs» 
What safest i/iou concerning Am^sinee he * 

as thou declares?, opened ikins tyes ? And he 
freely said, It is clear to me that he is a most 
illustrious Prophet; for surely otlierwise he 
would have been unable to perform so great a 
mirack^- * 

18 The Je:u:s iher^pim of this great council, be¬ 
ing generally displeased wjth his reply, and yet 
unable to invalidate it if the miraere vra.s aUow- had bren blind, and 
cd, irould not believe coneemdng him on his own itceot-d in nigiit, 

credit, that he had foi^meii^ been blind, mA JlJjcnS^oVhim thit 
now received his sight; Imt represettt^ it as a bad ict'tiitcd his 
confederacy betw^i) him and Je^ns, by an ea- 
sy fraud, to get the re'pufatbni of so extraordi- 
‘iniry a cure; and in tbi» vieiS'thhy: Wetit on 
roundly to censure it, til^they had tailed in the 
parents of the, mm, who maintained that ho had 
thus received his siyt-t;-that they might sUictly 
j 9 examine tlicm on this question i(ie;i/ asked 


18 But tho Jews 
did not believe con¬ 
cerning him, that he 


1 '^ •Ind they ask¬ 
ed iheui, sayiTiiT, t- 


e Svrh great wad beneUcial *» The fftw friends of Chijst among 

This seems, to intimate that they^mjdit Uiei)i, It Ni^qodemnK, and Joseph 
there were at least snSihif ti^iramtSiogra*' ut naersb^lrs of<the san- 

n6ue,andfr6'bciM!Voleut,tiiinilaoi(^\'i.Ugeitt ^liedriip^'were now ,pi;t^en^ they yduld 
' wottjid have either inelihation «r pover d^turalty^^istit^ui^ theih.s(lvcs on' this 
to perfomi thend; and that they m kou^ .d^sion; and’tminaliel too, on the 
cd this in that mifllber. The thoegbt pfiociplcs he nftenrards avowed (Acts 
seems both rational add'iinportanf, and v. SS, 39,) innst have been on (heir 
IS set inn very strung iightbv the learned side. 

'ilr. Chi^fnaii, in his Kusebiits, chap. ii.. 



llis parents are caliedt md Ramified co}i0rnin^ him, ^' 9 ^, 

this )oiiT son, viho, Mm, sayitig;: Is this son, of vsluom ssctr 

biliuP*' Ho*« Jhe™ .'** *’«p‘’'’ted that you say H was ftorp hlind f ^xxjfe! 
doth iiRtiow !,ee? Give US, an account of the whejc matter; antji 

p4rt|cufeWy.^l) 08 , if you are sore that lie was ixt i?' 

‘ ’ Wind frotti his birth, t&ow then doth he turn see ? 

20 His parents an- Jlis parents gf^eroi them, and said, ffe as- 20 

ST'wfJS* tot /* ‘"'r,-"2' “j”s! ' 

this is Qur son, and tP hc true Hif ,/e waS born blind, and bath con- 
that he was born tinned his infancy^: But this 21 

*^**21 Bnt bv fact,ris^e» we know not; or 

mcdii'. he iKiw seeth, whot^hos Opened his eyes, we knm not any mqre 
we know not, or than Iic.ba? toJd US, not being pfesent when the 
who hath opened his ^;yre was wrouffht; he is himself p/* a sufficient 

he IS of age, ask hto, answer such a question; It you , please 

he shall spcdk for therefore to ask him, he unlfvindonhtediy speak 
concernitig himself, and is iiest able to tell you 
his own.Rtopy. * - \ ’ 

‘21 Thofce words These things hU parents said in this cautious22 

c!;^'toi; to'iitof"y of 

Jew<t; for the Jens US wrooght by J 9 SUS, but oecaust they were a- 
had agreed already, /rtt/d n/ tJlC JcwS 2 foV the JcwS, ill tills their 

niufo!s^”L™he ^ h<id already agreed, that if any 

rhri«.t, he shouid he One should shew such regard to Jesus of Naza - 
pul out of thesytm- rctli as to hsfii'-to be Christ, he should 

immediately be excommunipated and cast out oj 
the synagogue,; * a censure which was reckoned 
very infamous, and attended with many civil 
23 Therefore said incapacities and penalties. Not knotvii)g///(f'rc-2S 
h^s parents. He 1 .S of (jut such interpretation might be ])ut on 
as hiDi. their owning the truth of this miracle, his pa^ 
rents declined ^iving^ any particular testimony 
concerning it; and rather chose to refer ihtni 
to their son,'and mU, He is of age sufficient to 
be heard as an evidence, and it will ilR rcfor^ 
be most proper thatyou should ask the particu* 
lars from him. . 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Oil that the zeal of our great Master might quicken us hisver. 5. 
too negligent servants! . Still is he the light of the world, by Ins . , 
doctrines, precepts, and eitample. May our eyes by diviiio grace 

• Vany mr thmld tonftss kit*k> hit Christ, der that character. It also farther np- 
&c ] Hence it appears, that thoughour pears from heuce,that the parents, .indiii- 
Ijord wa.s (*,'tiitious of professing hunseif deed the sanhetlntn, knew who it wa* 
to lit* the Christ ni express terms, yet that rypened this'man's eyrs I.e 

many undi-istood the intinialiuns be himself was hitherto a stiaiijicaf^l^liini, 

;;aw , and that most of his disciples by and was not yet acquainted wilh tlicdu;- 
thi' time declared tlieir faith in him un- nily of bis person. Compare ici. '25, .K'. 




Reflections^n the cur&(f him that ms born blind. 


?^iicT. be Ofiencid to sec, and our hearts be disposed to love and to fol- 
low this light! It was a governing maxim with him, and he 
meant it also for onr admonition, J 7m$t work the works of him 
' -' that sent me, while if is day; the night eometk, wherein no man 
I ■ can w&t'k. We are sent info the wofld'on aq important errand, 
to work out our own sahationjjiZnd thaVdf others : may we iin- 
prove <^ie present day: and so (hacli ds wc see the night 

approaching I On some, the shadows of theypening are already 
drawing on; and as to others, thjair. sun rmy go down at noon. 
Let us therefore,* waving the curiosity of unprofitable specuia- 
g, Stibns, apply ourselves seriously to the busrri'ess of life, and zea¬ 
lously seize every opportunity'of usefulness. 

Our Lonl, as it should seem unasked^" »nd by the person on 
'' lybom tt was wrought unkfiowh\' performed this important and 
cxtradfdinary cure. • Afid the manner in which he did it, is wor- 
, thy of notice i ’ He anointed his eyes with'clay, and then com¬ 
manded him to wash. Clay laidt oil the eye-lids might almost 
blind a man that had sight; but what could it do towards curing 
blihdness ? It reminds us, that God is no fartJier from the at:- 
complisbment of any purpose or event, when he works with, than 
without means ; and that al^ the creatures are only that which 
his almighty operation makes them. 

-—7 The Hindman believed,, and received the immediate benefit 
of it. Had he reasoned,' Iwe Naaman, on the impropriety of 
the means, he had justly bedh left in darkness. Lord, may our 
proud hearts be subdued to the methods of thy. recovering 
\ grace I And may we leave it to thee to choose - how thou wilt 
bestow favours, which it is our highest intefefst on any terms to 
‘ receive. 

]7 It must be a satisfaction to^every true Christian to observe the 
8 19 curiosity and exactness W'itH whicn these Pharisees inquired into 
the miracles of Christ, and how thoroughly they canvassed every 
circumstance of them. ^ tfuth like this need pot fear any exa¬ 
mination. Every new wijttiess which they heard, confirmed the 
case, and confounded the obstinacy of their unbelief.—But sure¬ 
ly the weakness of the parents wis very pitiable, who, in the 
10 ^ 23 rnithit of the evidence and obligation of svEch a miracle, were more 
’ efraid of incurring a. human sentence than of oflPending Go<i, by 
failing to own so gteat b favour, and tO'Copfess the blessed Per¬ 
son by whom it was wrought The fear of man bringeth a snare 
(Prov. XXIX. £5)but they wlujse eyes Christ has^^^pened in a 
spiritual sense, will see a glory-and exCelI|^ce in him, which will 
aiiimatc* them boldly to bear their testimony to him, in defiance 
of all the eensures which men can pass, or of all the penalties by 
uhi^thfc’V can enforce them. 



The man is called b^ore the sanh^rim 



SECT. CXXXI. 

riie man 'who was hern blind that had received his sig^ht is a 
second time examined before the sanhedrim-^ who^ provoked h^ 
the freedom of his replies^ excomnunicaie him; but Jesus meeh 
hm^(indQeclare5hinrkifiia.betheSon(f God. John IX. 24—38, 

John IX Zi. JouN IX. 24. 

^ sanhedrim were not able to dis- 

ihat was blind, and 'covcr afty fraud in the mir^fe mentioned 

li. asmnen " ***' * mail wko had been bltnd^ and said to him Give 
glory to Godf b}? a free confession of the fraud, 
if there be any collusion or artifice in this atlair 
or, if the cure was really wFoiij»htin the miinner 
thou aiFirmest, acknowledge the power, sove- 
I’CMgnty, and goodness, ot the Dicinc IJeing in 
working by so unworthy an mstrumeiit; for we 
certainly know that this Jesus of N'azaretii, the; 
wan oi' whom thou speakest, is a proHigaic 
sinne)', ^ and deserves public punishment rather 
than ebteem. 

2 > Ik .insworeit Thtfi unsweved he and saidj If he be a sinner, 
.iiid said, Whether, j fifiotff nol any thing of It,, having no pcftonal 

I know not. one acquaintance with mm; but one thing I corlam- 
ihiiiK I know, that ly hum, and will stand to the trutli of it, that 

iioiv rstr * Whereas 1 was blind, even from my birih, 1 now 
' see perfectly well, and owe tny sight to the \ery 

person whom you condemn, 

‘ (hve (Hmy 1a.Gcd, by a free coitfes* l> 7hs men u o tinner.] I c,innot, with 
Sion of the fiaud, &c.J As it is fijeatly Mr, tocke (Reasonabkmssof i hiislMiii- 
for the honour of the Divine onmiscleilce ty, p. 28.) imagine this any proof f>f a 
.iu<l proMdenec, that persons who. are tradit'iop among the Jews that the Mes- 
,;'iiliy of crimes not luliy proved against siah should be perfectly /rtv fiom 're; biilu 
them should freely confess th^iu, and ratherconeh)de,Uiatsinm’rhere,as|nver,* 
tiol presume, against the dklates of con* 15. signitie4 a notoriously wicked man. 
hcicnce,tonuuntaintheirownmaoceocq; ttws^ certain, from the pnncipkb of 
there is a great propriety in thh phraite their saerqd wtuidi's, that a pcriun nut 
taken inUiig sente: (compare Jovh, v]t. ■ entirely sinless might perform veiy il- 
19, and Rev. xi. 1.^) Vet some have lusirious wilracles. But how severe.an 
taken it as a getFsral adjuratioii by the insult was here'bathe fhaiacterof our 
glorious name of Clod, (as] Kings xxir. 'Redeemer, tob^ prunnuneed a known 
15'{ 2 Chi on. xviii. 15; an^Mat. x^vi. scandalous Kintacr by this high court ut 
63.)—The words also admit another judicature! An infamy which h,r seldom, 
•.ense, which 1 have Comprehended in the in any civili/ed<-coiuUry, faUen on .uiy 
paraphrase, but I prcfci the former. persop not legally convicted. 


said unto him, Give jp the preceding section by examining the pa- , . 
<7od the pi,use we therefore called a second time for the ix! o: 


IrniviL tli.it dViio iMirm 



200 are prai^ktd^ at his replies^ 

iECT, £ui thcjf a^ain said to h^j hoping, that, in 
some minute circumstance at le^t, ne miglit 
contradict his former accountii (ind give them 
IxfTe advantage against him, Tell nil once more, 

‘ V ‘ as particularly as thou can^t, whdt did he unto 
thee? and how did he open thfM eyes? 

27 And as the mao perceived that they Intended 
- only tqjjensnare him, he answered them eager¬ 
ly, J have told you already, and ye have not re- 
f'arded what J said, nor wduid at all believe me: 
^ why uouldyou.de^re to hear it a^in? Would 
you also beconte his disciples, as many have late¬ 
ly done, and some, |)erhaps, ou occasion of this 
miracle which he has peitorlfi^ on me? 

^8 The Pharisees then were ftlled with indigna¬ 
tion, and were so greatly exasperated at what 
appeared to them so insolent a speech, that 
they reviled him in very opprobious language, 
and said, Thou art indeed this fellow's disciple, 
us many of the hprd of ignorant people are; but 
we Would have to know that we scorn the 
imputation, for we are the disciples of Moses,'- 
and arc too firmly attached' to that great and 
holy prophet, to regard such a deceiver as this. 
29 We well know that God spnke to Moses,^ an^l 
gewe the most ample evidence of sending him 
with a divine commission; but as for this^ian, 
we know notfromwhemehe is, nor can we per¬ 
ceive any satisfactory credentials, of ins bring¬ 
ing any message from God to us. 
jO But not discouraged by their unjust rejec¬ 
tions, the man rejdied with a becoming freedom 
of spirit, ard said unto {hepi,^ JVhy^ in tku re-' 
Sped, it is sirangetkatymknowmt fi^n whence 
he is, and i/et it is plain,-that he has opened mine 
eyes. Now we all know in, general that Qwlhear- 
^ eth not sinners, and 't)i»at persons of infamous 


yi Tlien said they 
to him again. What 
did lie to thee > how 
ujjcned he thine 
eyes ? 


27 Ha ant'Wered 
them, I h.o e told 
vou already, and ye 
did not hear; w lierc- 
fore would ye hour 
</again > will) e aho 
be bis disciplcb ? 


‘29 Then they le- 
viU'd him, iincl s.nil, 
'I’lion art hii^ disc i- 
ple, but we aie Ma 
suii' disciples 


99 W(! know tliHt 
Cod spake unto Mo¬ 
ses- , 1 s for this fel- 
low, we know not 
from whence ho i-. 

30 The mail an¬ 
swered and said un¬ 
to them, Why, here¬ 
in IS a nn.irMlions 
tfain^, that \e know 
hot from whence he 
is, and y«/ he hath 
opened mine i‘v< s. 

31 Now wc know 
tliat'Cod jiearctli not 


« He are the thtcifiies o/jJfJnwt-J fihro-, isand yomibeforo tliey were born, it was 
hy they nraftily, but most jnalicioasly,, much taoW reasOnaWo, on their own 
and falsely, insttiuated ‘Uidt tberef principf^t, to believe tlte musion of Jy- 
t-neh an opposition between Mesthi'ead kus on at least equal n^cleii, wrought 
.tesns, that It wasdinpossib^ for the same daily Bnutng them, wHen they might in 
personfi to he thh dtscipiq; of both. nwn v foiroacea have twen eyc-V'ithdisses 

^ ff e knex that G«d tpuKe ta to the facts j and oneof whu-b, notwitli- 

'fhoir partiality licra was incxcosabie; standing all tbcir malice, they were hero 
fur if they belrcied the mission of Moses, roaipplled to own, or at least foun'l 
< n the^videnre of miracles, rredtbly at- IheinsPli'es utterly unable to disprove 
‘.•■■itcd indeed, but poifiirmnl two thou- 



M, excommur^hafeMrji, 


.'if 






dinners: but if any 
man be a wurship- 
ji*‘t of Coiiiitnd doth 
iiiB will. 111 mho hear* 
ct!i 


.^2 Since the world 
began was it not 
heaid that any man 
opened the eyes of 
one that was born 
Mind. 


”3 If tliii man 
were not of <Jod, he 
> uuld do ni>th.i)g. 

J-t They' answered 
.'iiid said unto hiui. 
rhon wjst altogether 
'lorii in -> 111 ?, and dost 
ttiiiu teach us ' And 
T'u-y east him out. 


.lesus hoard that 
I'lK V had cast him 
out, .*iiid when lie 
li.id found him be 
hiid unto him, Dost 
thou believe on the 
.Sun ot God ’ 

f“ i 

36 'He ain|tir«tM, 
and sai4t Who is h'c, 
1/>rd, that might 
belici e on him ^ 


characters and immoral ’'lives cannot expect sect. ‘ 
the Divine acceptance in any common petition csxxt. 
which they offer, ,innch less tor the perfbnuance 
of a miracfc; iSv/ if any man- h truly < devout^ IX. ^ 
and faithfully d6^,Ku wilft him indeed he hear^ 
tth with a uvj^able regard : when therefore 
God iS’ffafhtK^it^hearia man in such an extraor¬ 
dinary instano^ as this, there seems theg]r^tek 
reason to beltp^ be i$^a person whose temper ' 
and oharactectijr.fi ap^ved by him. And this S 2 
is plainly an-dgxtraor^nar}’ instant^; for t ' from 
the beginning of the t^rld it <akfs never heard 
that any nmn trppied the eyes of one, who, like 
me, was born Hind, It is surprising, therefore, 
that you, who allow that hfosfis was a prophet, 
on the authority of his thkracies, shbnld in this 
case judge so hardly of itiy deliverer, whoever 
he be. But ev^ry unprejudiced person may 33 
easily see that if this man were not sent of God, 
he could do, nothing of this kind. 

And, notlieing able to endure so plain andjt 
forcible a reproof, which even stung them to 
the heart, they answered and said to him, with 
great hatred and scorn, Thou rile presumptuous 
wretch, thou wast entirely born in sins, and didst 
bring into the world with thee nio.st evident to¬ 
kens of Divine wrath and vengeanefi; rnid dost 
thou insolently take upon thee to teach us, the 
guides of the national f&ith, and members of 
the supreme court of ecclesiastical judicature? 

We shall find out a way to correct this arrogance. 

^nd immediately they dost him out of the syna¬ 
gogue, passing a sdemn sentence of excommu¬ 
nication upon him, thcih^ there was no shadow 
of proof that.he had dcs^Crved it. 

Now Jesus quickly heard of their arbitrary 3 j' 
procceding.s, that they had thus passed sentence 
on the poor man. and bad cast him out for iiis 
sake; and, finding Mm soon after, he said to 
him privately, Dost thou, believe on the Son of 
God, thccgreat'expected Messiah ? 

He and said. Sir, who irhe, that JjG 

nuy beMvC on Aimf I know tliat such a glorious 
Person is expected; and if he htealready conic, 
tell me but who he is, and where I may meet 
with him, and I am ready to express a due re¬ 
gard to him who shall be pointed out to me nti - 
Her that hononiahle and important char.ictiM, 



!?02 Rejlectiom dn the force and prevalence of truth. 

SECT, Tkm Jesus, to encourage him under what he 3 '' Aud .resus wid 

caxxi.'was now sufTeringoii his account, said to him, imn* aii*i 

with a degree of freedom which wiw very un-n is he that talkiih' 
' IX ^7 Thou hast no need of going far to seek w*tii thee, 

him; for'M^u hast both {llready seen hinty and 
had experience of his power atid goodness; it 
w’as he that miraculously opened thine eyes, 
dnd'indeed it is even he that is now talking 
with thee, who is that very Person. 

3 S iaimediately yielding M that cOTvincing 

ari»ninent which arose from what he had him- )n. ^orniupped him 
sell' • xperienced of his almighty power, he said, 

Lo) d, I most readily believe that thou art he, 
and;, humbly prostrate myself before thee, to 
render thee due hoimage as such And, falliiig 
down at his feet, he worshipped him. 

IMPROVEMFNT- 

''■‘•r So little does truth fear repeated examinations; and thus does 
it, after every trial, co^neforth like pure gold, out of the fur¬ 
nace. So did this miracle of Christ appear to these subtle ad¬ 
versaries; so will the Christian cause appear to all who will dili¬ 
gently search into its evidence. 

28 , 29 Who can forbear wondering at the obstinacy of these Phari¬ 
sees; and, on the same principles, at that of the present Jews, 
who, while they acknowledge that God spake by Mose<i, because 
be wrought miracles, wdl not, on the evidence of yet more vii- 
rious-and glorious and those attested beyond all con¬ 

tradiction, acknowledge the authority of the Son of God himself 
30 But we see this poor illiterate creature (for such he undoubt¬ 
edly was,) w ith the advantage of truth on his side, bafHes ail the 
sophistry of his most'leafned antagonists. Great is the truth, and 
it will prevail. Great thts truthf sofundamental to the gospel, 
that Jesus is the So7i of Qodi and ^^ifalso, which is so important 
3^1 to natural religion and n$vfealed, that God hearcih not sinners; but 
, tf any'man be a worshipper of God, and da his will, hiM he hears, 

< With a degree of fri'CdiAD ttsrf aa- this good man, though, prcienlly nficr 
usua!.] We haveformerly.ot8crV:l^ Xhe' other^ J( 4 ned ttjiC con\ersation, usuc ub- 
wi-e caution of Jesuaonvds head. See serve thi' beginning of Ute next see- 
sect. XXIX. note f, Vot. 1? p. tiori. 

freedom here used may be aiiOaujute^ various ap(|, gltn^us mimclcs ] 

'by considenug thee^raoidinary eirchtn- jpa>alieiJetft'<;''en the D|uaclcs 

atapees uf tjie case; this being the ^r^t of a|ro t^bri^ ix drawn byOrobio 
instance in which any one had incurred dtt the dne band, and Liiubunh on the 
the great inconveotencics attending a other. Limb. CoUal. cum Jiuln'o, Sciip 
sentence of cxcoDanjuDicatioD out of ijeaiMii. Quest 4, s, p. ir)l, if seij .mu 

for thi; honnur of C|^st. No doubt.tltis Kesp. ad Serrp. in. p. Ill, 
passed privately bbt^een our Lord and 



Jesus reproves the blindness qf the ^harisies. 205 > 

/ 

and most favourably regards;' May we be truly devout, and add sect. 
.to our devotion au obedient regard to the Divine will, aiid the cxxw 
eyes of t he Lard toill be upon u$, upd his ears be open to our cry! 

(iNal. xxxiv. 15.) "Then, bein^ favourably owned of God, we 
shall have no reasdfi to fear the cen^^ Of mm. If they cast us 
out, Christ will nSceiveus, and r^al himSelf to tts withss, 37 

more freedom, in propertidh to^tbd ia^ids wO sustain from 

them. ■ vr -■ 

*[ .! ' 

rSECT, 

Chi^ist admoyiishes the Pharisees ef thew danger ; 'a%d'¥epresents 
himself as the door the' sheepfold through which men must 

necessarily enter, if they desire their own salvation:^ or that 
of others committed to their care. 'John IX. SB, to the end; 

X. i~io. ‘ ' • ’ 



JOHN IX. 39.' 
AND Jesufe s«icl, 
judgment 1 
I come into this 
rid. that they 
icli see not, might 
*, .111(1 that they 
hidisce, might be 
i.ide blind. 


SECT. 


40 And mmeof the 
Pharisees which WWC 
mill tiiiB^ heard these 
words, and said auto 
him, .4r«-ve blind 
also ? 


JOHN IX. 39. 

Jesus stood talking with the blind ‘ 
man who had received his sight, ^several 
people, who were then entering into the tern- johii 
pie, knowing them'both, and desirous to hear ix 3'> 
what passed, gathered together about them: and 
Jesus said, satbat they ml might bear him, You 
may see in this man, and in what has happened 
in relation to him,, an^i^ust^M;i, 0 Q of the effects 
which^my appearance is to produce: (or lam 
come into tnis- world for judgment as well as 
mercy^; that, on the one band, they who see not, 
might see, or that the ignorant, ^uls, who are 
willing to be instructed, might learn Divine 
knowledge and, on theothermnd, that theywho 
see,o,mii^ be madeMindi that such as are proud¬ 
ly conceited Sf( their own science and wisdom, 
may either be humbled or exposed ; and they 
who wilfully , stand out, and> harden their hearts 
against my instructions, may bring upon them¬ 
selves yet grater darkness. 

Am [4o;^iel of the Pharisees^ who were thcn.io 
present him, heard these things, and appre- 

jnending.tl^t be ^aneed at them, said to him, 

’4re we al^ blind f and dost .ihbli mean to in¬ 
sinuate any thing of ihat kind I If thou dost,, 
smeak plainly. Now this they skid, hoping 
thereby to draw him into some dangerou'. re¬ 
flection on the sanhedrim, who had lately passed 



m 


Hc'declam himself to Se Hie &ue Shepherd, 


John 
X. 1 


thair censure on.tbc man tvh<»e eyes lie iiad 
csSisn opened. 

Jems said to them, If yea mre iiKiecd blind, 
and laboured under noaroidabte.igftoFatice, ym 
tPoukL not then have any’ cotnpairtsrm of 
wWyou now have:’ butmbeyou say, Surely 
much more clearly than the re^t of man- 
kirtdi Hienfore ymr sin Sides npon you with 
firrfe'jiter aggravation: and this cOdceit which you 
have of your own kt^wiedg^'hinders convic¬ 
tion, and prevents the lirst entrance of instruc¬ 
tion into ybur minds. > 

Nevertheless, whether ypu will hear, or whe¬ 
ther ton wi)l forbear, J w^'for a while longer 
continue my admonitioiia; and therefore, verily, 
verily, I jey nnto'ym ttho call yourselves the 
shepherds of the people, That he who enters not 
by the door into the sheepfoU, but cUmbefh up 
some other private mty, whatever be the charac¬ 
ter he may as.samc, the same is to he looked 

2 upoti as no better than a thi^and a robber. But 
he that comes in at the (tear of the sbeofjfold i.v 
' the true shepherd of the sheep; and such ft one 

will always choose to enter in by tliat, which is 

3 the regular appointed way. Te hm, as sooncs 
beapproachesy/iiie dmr-heeper opens the told 
and the "themselves hear im mice with 
regard; and he is well acquainted with each of 


41 JcMis said unto 
tlicm, If \p were 
bitnd, jre should have 
wj tiiH; but no" ' yp 
s*y. Wf sec, iherc- 
fure yuur sia rcrnam- 
eth. 


JoriN X. J. Vcn]\, 
vciily, 1 say uuIjo 
you, lie that enter- 
eth not by the door 
into the 

butclimbeth iipnoine 
other way, the same 
IS a thief and a rob¬ 
ber. 


2 But Jie that en- 
tPi-fth III by tlio dooi 
iis tlip shcplirrd of 
tbc slicep. 

“5 To him the por¬ 
ter openeth; aiul ttic 
sheep hear his \ oirc ; 


* If yfm nere indeed. bUtid, you vxruld 
not hazt arty sin, &e.j i^snef, (Obsery. 

V ol. I p .‘3'2h.) uiiderstanda tliis of corpo- 
teal Minftness ; fts if our Lord had said, 

“ It i« a great aggraeattoo yovr per-. 
*'rcrseness tliatyouKoowbyetperiettac^ . 
“ the (TnTerence between hlipdnass atiu 
'* sight, which might ounviAd^ yoA of the 

** iTBportanee of such a.mlrncle, and Of 
“the diiine power by which-it is 
wrought.”—Cut the following yords, 
Bui note you soy, ffe tie, siiit rifneh 
with the aease given para^rajie^ 

^ 'lie door.ieeper i^iens the folq.J Grj- 
tiiis docs not attempt the ^cammod^tjotl 
of This cireiimstanee'? Mr. Cradoeh !nt«^ 
pretb it of the Hi^’trhoiCi and Dr, '^hit- 
bj of find thS Futhef, as «Miig'frei|_ ad¬ 
mission to thos^eaiihers t^o msint^Incd 
a due rccarrl tourist; an interpretation 
vbieh 'teems much more ntasonable than 
to refer ii (as some do,) to ministers.—It 
is suggested by Sir Isaac Neffton, tha». 


ai tlicse words were spoken near the tern- 
pie, where .slieep were kept in folds to be 
sold for sacrifices, Christ here alK.di.sto 
what was pecu1minlho.se folds, tha*, as 
diev were,kept ipeked, they not nnh ex¬ 
cluded the thief, but the slnpherd, ti!l 
ihe door keqper opened them. (See New- 
totf) op Proph. p ].48. Blit I c.ii]iiot1hiuk, 
d'h.ctc.vcr iMamsioii Cbiist might tukelioiii 
tlw^iglil of sheep to represent Ins peopK 
udder that Itpfgc, and himself as n Shep¬ 
herd', he would describe them like slmep 
shpt'up in a pen to be sold fur siren liee. 

thv diepberd's h adriiK them out, 
&c. a^rce with thie cireumstanee In 
<!pi»^r1ee where tlW**"^ verr* so manv sa- 
vnjm beasts, it m^t bermimpt^ly neccs- 
swylsp hay^ the folds hotter '-oOiircd th.ap 
among t'3; and the i hiof s'hephert) might 
often leave a servant hi wnteli thi m while 
thiiii shut lip, atui eoinc himself to h ad 
them out io ]>asturc m a ruomitijr "' 
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and ike door mkickzoe are ta^euter m. 

aiuiiiccaiittUihisown them, insomuch that be' cdils each of his o>wn sect. 
•iSuKh^n h Jwm*,' mid If ads them out to pasture. 

■\ Ami Hhen he ^nd wRen> he thnti puts forth his otun sheup from 
puttetii forth hi!, iwo the foB, he httuseftl. feri before lAesi to guide x. 4-. 

Srf'ihmS £ *“ ?“* «") to Item 

sh'vp i.iiir.w himj 'ftMw (lanffefiiiwfcn may occur; mdmesneep 
for thpy know h» cbt»erfully^l^^''^’Hit they well iitw his 
1 „ voice, being dailV^accustOQied to it. Sutifas 

will iiiey not follow, Strangle come- tjrfead them out, tkt^ wUr not 
bn', will flee from/ o/Amu him ; the^onlFary, they KiU flee 

noT I he ^-mce frcm him^'^'iecause tltey do n^krmi} the 

str.iugnrs. voice^ (f sp'Ungers. 

6 I'liis parable This shoit >pBr'g^ Jtsus' spake ante them i s 
spake Jcsiis unto ^ fj^gy umi^stand whot it teas that he 

not what to thunt, Dut weixt qui^h at a loss to coil- 
ih ngs they were jectlire bis meaitlng.; though his intent in des- 
them ''****'° rribingthe character <gf the good Shepherd was 
plainly tb shew how far the Pharisees^ who as¬ 
sume the name, were from answering it; and to 
warn the tree sheep, or pmom of real iiite^pi- 
(y and simpficity, of the danger of being blind¬ 
ly governed ana guided by tm^m. 

'Hicn olid Jfsiii, Then Jesus, to clear up what was most ob-^ 
untiliiiein .i^. i, Ve- sciwe in liis tormerdiscoocse, said to them again, 

V ain^uie vefUy, I suy unto you, and solemnly as- 

doiu oi thu ibeep. sure you, tiiat, however you Oe^^t nje, J am 
the door of the shupfotid it is only by autlion- 
ty denvt'd from me that the people ot (rod are 
fl All that ever to bo tauglit atid fed. Alltkotcccr Came before^ 
nauic before me ere assuming the Messfeh's character, or set¬ 
ting up for a despotic aipbority in the church, 
ana ttmehing other ufetlrdda oi sdlvation than by 
me‘,r o/'e thieves ,msb tobbers, persods of verjr 


' I'nlh hi ()&-u sheep (jr name.] Pr. chuwlb (nast.,f»t£s‘ (ss U were) 

Hail UK,mi justly inferstroia hence, tji^t ihro^l^ hiw',„9V i>y W’* euihority, into 
the )'t^U'i a ^hepherdk, at leest theiie,of biSjtiJice.' It,is by fi»]iiiile very neax 
fii.k , gave paiticiildT oaOiCs tb tjlieir tltb, tliat CbHst cisenherd 

.^hc-ep, a'.i invwt men du t« Uieiv dp^lt.aHd way. Jola xiv. S, aeci. 

hursok.—Their oust >01 also was ;»lead ditetiiiii,.. ’ ^ 

the klii‘(‘p, playing 0^',Sumo ill* *''AH,ih^ csiie^ettnie before m^, K 

sUunifctit. ’■ ■ ' itcift!dbyt 5 berai.t)y any prf'peraiithon- 

/ah ihe (iovr^Scc.J h woubtbe very ty* tbH ttversigniftes»« neglectoi' 

nnportiaeiU to 'Ipong parahoj^’^cre in.-Ofa !^f(^p«ftil^htadoQr, 1 khoutd 

bi'tiu cd^ristaud A duor, Ihoj^etn*. ibj. >r, p, 527j, 

liljiu-e piainlv centclfs Sto'Wii* 65ie fiib prafer anjl other, birt 

cuiiK,tilin', ihat as a man must (iSsarve tis tibts does not appear, it b evident tlmi 
iiiid p.iss Ibrij rI' the door, in order to Ulp" words,most be iindcrvtoixl 'Htli the 
hi'^ma'iiiR a n giilar. and nnsuspected tiiitltsfioh added in the parnphnise; for 
I' lilt a slieepfuid, 'O he inubt otherwise th«v «ould imply suclf a re 
In i"i> iiii .1 propel irg,iid toClirikt, m or- flection on Moncs and tin- prophets as 
doi .0 bj» being a truo teauber iii tlic we know our, Lord could iiev er mteud. 



206. fiejlectiojis on Christas being the door of the sheep. 

SECT, bad designs, who had no warrant'from aboverollers: 
oxxxii.for what they did} and, whatsoever their pre- ***** 

'^'v^ tences were, their administration has a fatal ten- 
dency to make havock of the souls they should 
watch and feed; but the trite skeepj or those 
whd are sincere and well-dts^6sed persons, have 
Knot heard them^ so as,.to re^isfa'and regard their 
9 doctrine. 1 therefore repeat It i^tgaih, as a most Siam the duor: 
important truth, That L m^if am fheJoor; i»y me if any man 

andl if any one enter minj acknowledge 9 "veV"an*d shall 

my auth<)rjty> he shall \ a sbeef in his in and S, am? liSIl 
fold, sa/e^ffoor the invasion ofVhat might in- pasture, 
jure and destroy him ;*a?id shall go in and out 
under my care and giiidan^' and shall still find 
good pasture; %'iti csonsequence of his 
regard to me, and t|l'b enjoyment of communion 
with me, his ,soul shall fed rod nourished 
with true doctrine, and shall obtain sab.statttial 
lOhappiness. For whereas the thirfoniy comes that lo The thief com- 
he ?nay steal,,and killf and. destroy; I am tome buf f'"* to 
for the benefit of all my. sheep, that they may 
have true life, and f Aar at length they may hojc lln come that tiny 
it yet more abundantly ; ^ a most plentiful pro. 'night have IjIv. .md 
vision beiny; made for their everlasting comtori migiit h.ni> 

and happiness, evep far beyond what has ever 
been known before. 


y IMPROVEME-'ii'. 

John t-ST us hear with an holj' awe oi. our spirits, tliat the Lord 
fx. 39 Jesus Christ came mto the world for purp(jse.s oi Judgment as well 
as oi mercy; and make it our humble prayer, that we may be 
enlightened by him^ and not sealed up under aggravated dark¬ 
ness, as a piinishmeftit for our obstinacy and'impenitence; fur 
then all the means of'kdidwledge which we have so basely per- 
verted, wiH rise ^up tn^^ondemw us, 

John ‘ Ckriu be re^drded by lis as the door from whom all true 
X. 7, teachers derive theif ao.thbrity, and to whom they direct tlicir 
administrations: and jel^it^e our cafe.that \menter by this door. 
Let inferior jA/?pA£.'r)jl,tlearn Iheir dut^,.so plaiii^ suggested here: 


reihap‘« be might Ui^it^i:h|ienoo!i has made f^r the future aud etcrnsd liap. 
as Judas ofOalHe«,.WTlmtKl!U,'ui^had piiMSB of all seeips liest to 

been the occasion ^destrurien lAthi^ir 

folluireis. See Acts v. ‘ <«' ' veO ail the of the whohifj^ri.stiau 

f '(fnuihi'y maykiveU more itftunibnlly.'] dispcMation. Perhaps Uie word tufier- 
'J'u refer this latter dause, at least ulti* trvt may intimate how much this provw 
inatelf, to the prousion which ChrUt sioii exceeded.that made by Moses. 



Ckrist, as the good Shepherd, toill die for the sheep. 2()7 

Let them learn lo know ihdr sheep, and take as particular notice sr.cT.- 
as they can of each single person committed to their care; andcxxMi. 
• let them go before them in all the paths of duty : for what could 
■ the greatest enemy to the flock do worse, than to lead them by 
example into tbe^patbs of destruej^on ? 

'Happy souls, who arc entered m by this gate ! Their safety, 9 
their comfort, is |}ccure; they enjoy a holy liberty and plenty, 
and goiiig in and coming out, they find pasture. If we are stran-- 
ners to that entertainujent and jrefreshment which arises from 
ordinances (those .^hich Christ has provided for 

his sheep in the wilderness), we nave a great deal of reason to 
fear that we belong .not to bis flock. He came thed his sheep 10 
might have life, and that ikei/ might have it tmre abundantly; 
that greater | revision might be m^e for their instruction and 
consolation now, till they are brought to those betterpasturesho 
intends for them above. May his grace prepare us for them ! 
and his hand v.ill <‘ertain 1 y conduct us to them ; nor need we 
fear the darK-n pas. age »ii our way, 


Sl'CT. CXXXIII. 


Chris! desenk . C»hJf as the good Shepherd, who will lay down 
h, i'r{ • for ihc sheep. John X. 11 — 21 . 



X II. X. 11.- 

J .\iii llii' i;<)od sh p- Old, having thus represented himself srex. 

‘“•'i • ... as lie door of the sheep, and intimated thccxxxii 

i!^ reg.^iJs to be maintained towards him, particu-' 

larly b; those that professed thjemseLves teachers 
, of utlu'is, now changed the ^injilitude, and said, 

1 may aUo very properly add, that/ow myself, 
by way of cinmciice, Shepherd,^ the 

Iverson frequently foretold io Scrijiture under 
that chaiaoter (Isa. xl. 1.1 j Hlstek. xxxiv. 23; 
xxwii. 24; and Mic. v.> 4).; and 1 mu-st fuily 
answer it in all its branchesespecially in thb, 
that as the good shepherd on occasion kyttk down 
his very life for the defence of his sheep, and 
will expose himself to any dwgcrfor their safety 


»■ {m tiw giMShfphetd.] Tjan|iyO»bi$ thuugh it should bo, allowed that the 
Hv niony; p. 3.'5E1,} very justly .su^oSes xld> isaiab wgfc rrad In the synagogue 
that ilie^e blight bcsnmeallosionjWrc to at that time pf tlic year; for it i.s cci- 
Isa. xl. 11. r,ut iiutliing can b& more taiit, our Lord dues iioteonfliie biuiscU 
precarious th ,111 (lie argument he leems to the ksson for the day iii hi» quota- 
to dr, IV. iiuiii hc'K'c, for placing thisdib- tions fmiU !>cripture, or hU aliusiotib (<> 
.tu^nirt at the feast ot tabernacle.^, even it. 



S 08 • He knSws his sfmpi and mill gather tiiem into ojte/old. 


SECT, (compare I Sam. xvii. 35), 1 not only ex- 
cxxxitipose, bat sacrifice, my life for the good of iny 
pe^le. ■ 

The hireling indeed, who is not the true shep> 
herd, and whose own property the sheep are not, 
as sotm ^ he is apprehensive of approaching 
danger^ and sees the wolf, fo]r instance, or some 
other savage beast earning, immediately regard¬ 
ing nothing but hts own safety, is only eereful 
to secure himself, and leaves the^sheep avdflees 
an-av; and so the wolf, meeting with no resist¬ 
ance, seizes on some of them, and disperses the 

13 rcht of the sheep. Now the hireling flees on 

such an occasion, because he is an hirHing, and 
is concerned about the safety of the sheep, but 

takes the work upon-him merely for his own 
gain, and the wages he is to receive; and thus 
basely will those teachers act in a time of dan¬ 
ger, who undertake the office merely in regard 
to their own secular advantage- 

14 But I am- the good Shepherd, wIk> have a true 
fiifection for my sheep, and am above the influ¬ 
ence of all such mean and selfish views-: and 


li Rut he that is 
an hireling, aud npt„ 
the shepherd, «ho°(‘ 
owlr the sheep nie 
not, geetli the wolf 
coming, aud Icaveth 
tfie sheep, and Hecth - 
and the wolf catoheth 
them, and scattereiU 
the sheep. 


l.-j 'I'he hireling 
deeth, bruausc he i4 
an hiieliiii', and 
catctli nut tor thi- 
thcep. 


14 I am tiie f;oud 
Shepheid, and know 
my sheep, and am 
known or miu<'. 


such is the relation-that there is between us, and 
such the love we have to one another, that / 
know and acknowledge my [.v/iecp], and take tlic 
kindest-and most tender care of them: and I 
am s^ao, known, acknowledged, and confided in, 
libyniine: So that we mutually are dear unto As the Faiinr 
each other; and4i?cn as the Father kmweth kJoruh’e’Fathlr^ 
me, and owns his-affectioti and regard to me, and i lay down my 
by the sure tokena of hit presence and appro- life for the shf-ep. 
bation;<dnd / also^kn^, pr. aicknowh'dge and 
Iionotir the with which I 

do his Will; stytkp a^piran is reciprocal be-' 
tw'een me andmy: iibeii^ and as it is in love to 
them, as well tm with an ultimate view to his ap- 
poirrtmwf and ,h» glory, thiif:, / lay down rny life 
far the sheep he me,' so .also do my 

sliecp acknawledge^ and .confide in apej so 
do I protect aud paunmpe them.;- 
f6 And 1, farther <S»serve^ as. a ■ whershvep 

which are not of thfsjeid^ (meaunWg tl^eoy the 


h I lu\e ifttifl, sheep, zpiiickate notijf Iht WolfiV’*, to.tl^d6irsland thi-’ of .lews Iiv 
tw/i-'I I'fiese sceiiiii no riM«on, wjtii io); outofthc landofCa»ia.i'i, whoio'i'd 



The Jetvs are aMi diUded in their HnttMetd& ahi^ut him !209' 


thi’m also I must 
linug, and they shall 
hear niv voice; and 
'there shall he one 
fold, and one Slidp> 
lienl. 


I ■? Thrreforo doth 
m> Fadicr love me, 
btiMni>e J lav ilowji 
inv lile, tii.il 1 iiiiglit 
tiikt It uL'diii. 


John 
X. Id 


lii ’vo in.iri l.ikeili 
it from niH, but I l,iy 
It down ot iiivself 
I luivc |»owL‘r to 1.1 V 
It down, mill I li.ni* 
IJtiwci to i.ike It a- 
irain '1 his eoni- 
iiiaiidineiit li'ive J 
K’ttneil of iiiv Ta* 

I til I 


I > Thi'ie was a di* 


elect of Gt)d anfiofig thcOentiles;)* Mew also sec».'. 
must I at iehi^tti hnng in; know that 
Wili hear and ol,>ey wy voice, notwithstanding' 
that ignorance,vVice, and misery, in which they 
are now invoirt^d^ dnd so, all being incorporat¬ 
ed into one sociirty, of which I am the He.id, 
the Governor, and Guardian, there shall be one 
skecpf^ld, \pTtd^ one Shepherd. 

And/or this 'reason more especially r/orj Me 17 
Father Iwe wi^ and approves it as an act of emi¬ 
nent doty and feve ttj him, heeause J am come 
with this design into the world, to lay doxvn my 
life fdr Jhe redemption of my sheep, wlio are 
•dear to hihi as h^cH as to me, that I may tnht v 
a^ain and possess it for ever, to be employed 
for his glory and for the happiness of my fieo- 
ple. For though I am shortly to die hy the hands 18 
of most cruel enemies, yet no one deprives me 
of rny life, or takes it Jrom me agaln^t my will; 
for 1 have every moment a power to rescue 
myself at pleasure, and could even with mine 
expiring breath cummajnl immediate dell^el•- 
ance; hut I will manifestly shew that I lay it 
doxen of inyseli, and voluntarily relinquish my 
body, sooner tharumv soul would in a course ol 
nature have been disfodgt'd from it:« and this m 
me will be a very regular, though wonderful 
act; for, as I have life in myself (John v. 2(:-,) 

I Have full power and authority thus to lay it 
down when I shall think and 1 have also 
fmver to resume it at pleasun’, by entering 1111 o 
and quickening my body again. And indeed 
this iommandment I have nreival of my Fa¬ 
ther, and ^<hftllehe long fulfil the charge lu botii 
Its blanches. 

NMicn our Lord uttered these remarkable ex- jo 


not with such piopiieU In' fiiul not to 
lif-l 'iig 10 the fol.l of I^i.u'l 'Ihe inccr- 
polnting the (ieiitiles iiilu mib eliiirdi 
’uth tlK' i("is, v.io iiulecd a gr.uiidevent, 
noi'jtliy ‘.'It’ll |>.ii'ticul.i notice ami it 
(leseivos onr reniork. tlmt ihej are here 
< illCd the 'lurp t>J ( hiul, ovni ntiiU' they 
•aeri' yet lu iinofanre and iilolankr.as he 
I’llci’dr'd at Ic'npth to bung llieth hprne. 

’’ t olimt.ai il_\ iclinqiiitli my Irody, 8 cc ] 
■]li,it 0111 1,01(1 did so, rvidentlv appe.n- 
■"‘d r*itin the sliorii' <tv he ■sent Imtli just 
' ■! I"' is di'iL'i, with win it lli< ceimi* 


rim was reasonably so mucli impressed. 
8ee I.ukb xxni. 4t'i 47. and Hark xv. '39> 
.‘■cct. exci. 

•* t^nll /KJWcr and authc.nty (o h’/ u 
dobin, ^c.] 71118 the nord o\- 

picit^es, and the tnaimer of Christ' deatli 
dbundantly proved it: and 0*1110 i(.ason- 
dble objection can bo made to (he eqdity 
nlid 11 isduin of the On ino Rciiis! m piv- 
ing Cliii'-t such a povirr, so the vse h'’ 
made of it (as wc mav laitbor slxw else 
wbcic) istiulv adniiiahle. .‘■'co note ' on 
LiiVe M .111 4i>, sc’l. (rci 



210 - Reflections. p?t tfkc care of, Chtist for his^^ keep. 

?ECT. pressions there was a division therefore again vision therefore again 
" among the Jeivs (as there had been before, 

■'"IXr ^3, sect. 6i. and ix. 16, sect, exxx.) 

rX flO. esi)ecially on account of these last words. • jlnd go And many of 
many of them said, He has certaiiily d demon them said, He hatha 
dweUing in him, and, by the operation of that fe^eT/ye hSit' 
evil spirit, is apparently distracted with one of 
the most tiiai’gDanf kinds of lunacy ; wky then 
do yon ;iive > ourselves the trouble to hear him 
while he goes on m such extravagant absurdities ? 

1 But others much more rationally These Others said, 
are md oy any means the words of a „f j„m that 

or a lunatic; for there is the greatest coiibis- hatha dcv.i can a 
tence and ettergy in them; arid besides, could a 
demon that made a man mad, openJhe eyes of the ^' 

blind, as it is plain this man has often aiid|jiVery 
lately done^ It is rather madness to imagine that 
an t'Vi! •tpirit has such power, pr that he would 
employ it to such benevoidbt purposes. 

iMPaOVBMENT 

Ver 20 THERE is not, perhaps, any where to be found a greater in¬ 
stance of the force of prejudice than in these perverse Jews, wlio 
censured Chriit as a lunatic and a denmiiac for one of the 
gravest and most excellent speeches that was ever delivered. 
Let ns review it with all due attention and regard. 

11 Let us consider Chnst as the go id Shepherd, and humbly 
commit our souls to him, as ever we desire they should be safe 
and happy. We have known his kind regards to the flock m 
laetxpo'swxoznd laying down his life for them. And he hath not 
laid it down \n vdm. Delightful thought! Our compassionate 
Shepherd, even when the sword of the Lord was awakened to 
smite him', has not so fallen as to rise no more; but as m this 
18 great and good lyofk he Votuqtafily laid down, so he has also re~ 
'assumed his life j and s|ill bears on hia heart the same concern 
for his flock, and uses-his renewed life and exalted dignity for 
. i their security and happiness. 

Let us humbly ackfwwkdf^ him as acknowledged by the Fa- 
fker: let us courageously and gratefully own him, and he ready 
iolay dawn our lives^^\sn fo}' him. We are those other sheep, of 
16 whom he spake, who were not originally the fold, but by his 
grace are noiv brought in to the great Shephei^ and Bishop of 
Semis. Let us pray that the bonhoari^.of his fold may be still 
raore '^xtended, and the whole number of his elect accomplished ; 
that all the flock may at length appear together, and may be 
conducted by him to the regions of that 'immortal hfc wlikl* 
he determines to give it. 



He preaches at thd feast of dedkaliott in Solomn'f porch. 

, ' 

Id the mean time, let us maintain all proper regartls tp^ biln, sgSc!^: 
and especially the most cheerful confidence inbiscare'i 
ini; with evangelical vieWvS, and so with a peculiar sobfini^^of 
sense, those words of David as our own, (Psal. xxiii. 1*— 

. Tj)) d is my Shepherd, I shall not want: he maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside the stiU waters: 
he restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the,j>aihs (f righteousness} 
for his name's sake: yea, though / walk' through the valley of 
the shadow oj death I will fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staf, they comfo^ne. 


SECT. CXXXiV. 

Christ, discoursing of his union with the Father, is charged with 
blasphemy; and, being assaulted by the Jews, retires beyond 
Jordan. John X. 22, to the end. 

JOHN X -22. 22. 

at Jo. f^OWit may be proper to observe, that the sect., 
nisahm the feast time when these discourses were delivered c.nxx'v" 

wo* ‘J'ejemt of dedication,' which 
was observed at Jerusalem in momonal ot the 
purification of the temple .after it had been '' 
polluted by the idolatries and impieties of An- 
■21 And Je'-Hs iiochus; consequently 1 # And2^ 

'».iiudinthf'tcm|ile, shelter himself Irom the inclemencies of the 

ri solotnon s poicli , _ , • i i 

weather, Jesus was tlieri walking in the cpvered 
walk that went round the temple, and was now 
in that part of it which was called Solomon^ 

porchP 


' Ihr fon't Ilf ilvdnulton ] As it is c\- 
said tins fi^asttiiav in winter, it is 
pl.iin It i oiild not be oI>m‘i vud in renieni> 
bi.im t of tlie dcdii'ation of Solomon's 
l< iiiplc, ivhich wa-> just alter harvest, (1 
I..lilts VIII 2,) nor that of NebcRiiah'^, 
viliiih w.is III ^hu spring, (IvKia vi. 15, 
io.) but the fe.ist here inieniied must 
be that iiistituird by lutLi. Maceaba'its 
on h s haviiig puiitiid the tempts and 
alt.li fioiii the pollutions and Idotatiies 
ot ‘Intioeiii.s Epiphani'.. 'I'bis'vvas cele¬ 
brated every year fur vttgbt d.»yg suCr 
''evsivo}}', in till* month of n^.iBber, 
!! .Mac; iv. 52, 'i9,) and is mwwtoned by 
.lohupluis .K a iestiva) to which great rc.> 
g.ticl w.ii. pinhin l>is tune. See Jo<!e()h. 
Aiiiiii lib. XII. cap. 7, (al. 7, and 


'* Solotaon’s jareh.'\ Joseplius informv 
us, (Antiq. lib,, viji. cap. ui- (at 2i) ^ 2, 
9, and lib. « 'qap. 9, ^ o) thiit 

Suloih'un, when tie built the tettiplefniu) 
ing tbh area of Mount ^loii too small to i 
answer bix magnificent plan,) (Iliad up " 
a part of the adjacent valley, and built 
ani outwaid portico over it towards tile 
ea:>t. This was .a mo-t noble structure, 
hupppitcd by a wail 4UU eubu'. high, 
Jind consisting of stones of a va^t bulk, 
ehch stone {at it Is said) being twenty 
cubits loD)|t> end six cubits high. And 
Josephus iraeaksuf It a<i coniiiunng even 
to the tii^ of Albums and Agripjva, 
which wtN'several \r.ir!i after tho deaili 
of Chnst. This is called Solunon’s 
porch, Acts m il.rmdv 12. 



ilk ]ke asserts thiat like diCd the Father are'^ne. 


#BCT. Then several of the Jews surroUiided him, 
I'ij^xw.and said unto him, Haw tong dost fhoti hold mv 
an anxious and uneasy suspense? ff tlioii art 
indeed the Meshah, tell us so plainly and ex¬ 
pressly : which they said Vvith a lualieious de¬ 
sign to ensnare and accuse him. 

25 And Jesus answered 'them, I have in effect 
told you over and over,'' yet you believe me 
not; and, had I offered nothing more, the ro-o'ks 
which I do in my Father's naftte sufficiently 
declare it, as it is clearly to be seen, that they 
hear witness of me m a language which yon 
would ('iisily uiulerstand if you were to judge 
aeiiiipartiallv But you do not behroe, because 
yov are not persons of such simplicity and sin¬ 
cerity as 1 described under the character of my 
yt sheep. For, as I ^aid unto you but just now, 
(vcr. 4, 11, 16,) hfy sheep hear my voice, and 
I know and'take care of theyu', and they, bke 
sheep accustomed to their shepherd, acknow- 
‘43 ledge and follow me. And the consequent'e 
ot that will be such as would make it well worth 
your while to lay aside all thesf -rejiidicfs, and 
‘ to join with them: for I give unto them an 
invaluable blessing, even eternal life-, and 
guard thc,m with such almighty pow’er and 
constant care, that they shall never perish, nei¬ 
ther shall any enemy, be be ever so subtile, or 
^ver so outrageous, be able to pluck them out 
of wy hand,^ or injure them while they remain 
29 in It. Nor indeed is it possible that any should; 
for my Father who gave [thcml to me oti pur¬ 
pose that I might redeem and save them, is 
confessedly greatei^ than all; and therefore they 
mdst needs he safe, as' none is able to pluck 
JSo[/A£>m] out of my Father's hand Now it is a 
V^jiiost certain truth, that 1 aM the Father are 


2Then came lli* 
round about 
him, and said unto 
him. How loin; dost 
thou make us to 
doubt 5 if thou br, 
ill" Christ, tell Uf 
plainly, 

25 .Tesus answer¬ 
ed them, 1 told you, 
jiid \ c behoved not 
the works that I do 
in mv I’ather’s tiaino, 
they boar wituoss ol 
inu. 


2(5 But yo believi 
not, bi cause vo are 
not of my slieep, as 
i said unto vou. 

S'? Mv sheep hiar 
mv voioe, and 1 ko'iw 
them, and they fol¬ 
low me 

28 And I frive unto 
them eternal life, 
.ind tlie\ shall never 
fieiisli, neither'hail 
.iny plui k t'lein out 
ot my hand 


"9 M\ rath'T, 

whieh Save lh<‘m me, 
IS i^ie.-iter than ,ill. 
and none is able to 
plui'k Ihciii out ()i 
niy Father’s Innnl, 

00 landjiiy F.iilu r 
arc one. 


< t h/itar in eflect toid ytm over and 
mer.) tVhat he had just Ixftfn sayittg of 
Inmsdf, III the precediRfi mses, as the 
great Shepherd, wa^in sonvescnsci equiva¬ 
lent to a dcelafradon of his the Mds- 
siah.—I mention that discottne as what 
had instbecn delivered, because I think il 
most natural to explain the 2'2d v erse as 
ref(*Tring to what was said before, and 
not merely to what follows ■ for cKsc the 
evangelist would probably have said, 
\rtcr these thing' wa' the feast of dcdi- 
i otioii. Coiripaic JlIiii V. 1 j vL 4; sinl 
>‘ 11 - 1 , ' 2 . 


A’effjfcer sk^ll any enemy ],hnk thtm, 
&c J Thu is the plain luqiort a'ld uiiugy 
of the ortginal. (xa ti.-n'iTi: n; uCIn,) 
which is greatly enervated by adding 
the wi)k^ man in the iransiationy as the 
authorsfof otir English v.'rsimi have fre¬ 
quently done. (Compare Mat. xj. 27; 
Mark xiii. 5, and Jam. i. 1*3.) 'I’hc 
sheep of Christ are exposed to so great 
dancer from the infernal linn, (I Pet t. 
8 ,) that I doubt not hut this text most 
I'mliiently ref-rs to tin eaic of then 
Mirplierd 1o guard ibein from bis as¬ 
saults. 



01 Then the Ji*ws 
look up stuncb figaia 
to iitone hill). 


Jesus ansucicd 
thrill, Maiiv I'owl 
Horks haie f .shoHriJ 
voii Uoniiny Father; 
lor which of thu»e 
woik> do ye stuuc 
nic > * 

' J Till* Je«s tio 
.flrrCil him sa^iii^, 
For 0 giiud wiok wc 
jtunr thre not; hut 
fill olai-phrmy, and 
herausr that tluvii, 
briiig a man ftiak- 
I St thj self god. 


54- .Jesus answered 
thr HI, Is 11 not writ¬ 
ten in your law, 1 
said, Ye are gods' 


>> If he called them 
gods, unto whom the 
word of Ood came, 


0716 : * and the union between us is so strict and sect, , 
intimate, io nature a§ >veU as in affection .and <.xx3siT, 
desi{>n, that hi.s aimiifhty power is tiiine, tp be 
employed for the dei'enee of my.sheep; and ho 
one can deprivi^ them pf eternal life without 
prevailing against him as well as me. 

7%<?n. the Je^s^ transported wit h rage, took up 3 1 
some of the whic^fjly in the court of the 
temple, where tjhey were still repairing some of ' 
the buildmg<i,,^nd armed themselves wirfi them 
agaitif as they had formerly done, (John viii. 

59, p, 79.) in order to stone him. 

But Jesus, with Ins usual mildness and strength -^2 
of reason, answered thetn, f have shexi'ed yuii 
7n<ii\y g<od works from my Father; and Jor 
which of these works do you go about to stone 
mef or what have 1 ever done among you but 
acts of benehceuce and |iinclne$s? 

Jlic Jews replying, said itnto him, Whatever 3 
thy other works havp been, it is very apparent, 
from what has just now passed, that we do not 
stone thee for a good work, but for the most de¬ 
testable blasphemy; even becau'il thou, httng 
only a wretched, mortal, sinful man, makesl thy¬ 
self God ; pretending to be one with him in so 
extraordinary a manner, that his omnipotence 
and other divine perfections arc thine. 

Jesus, not judging it proper at that time to 34 * 
bring the subimie doctrine of his deity into far¬ 
ther debate, answered them. Is it not written in 
your law, or in those sacred books which you 
own to be of divine original (Psal. Ixxxn 6,) 
where it is plain th^ persons that pre spoken of 
are princes and piacisrratw,,. '* / have said, Ye 
“ are gods; and all of you are children of the 
“ Mpst High?” Nbw if the Psalmist thusJ3.^ 
applied this character, and it appears he called 
tnevi gods, to whom the word of 6od then camef 


’ I and Ok I 'uOter <pe ont.]/. If we at- 
tc]^, nut uniy to Inc ubvidg^ meaniug of 
the^e wor(l:i in cpnaptiiisoa ir ith "Mwr pa$- 
sagiiii.uf licripturo, but to tbe gMjncctipn 
ot this celebrated te^t, it so Jnloly 4e- 
iuun.<.tratvs the Deity uf our bteii-'*ed Be* 
dinner, that 1 thmk it may be left to 
f-puak tor itstlf, without any labuuiutl 
cutninent.—How widely ditferoiit that 
l^, in wliieh Christians are said to 


he one with God, (JohBx^il !21.) will 
Suflicientlf appear by (.onsideniig huw 
dllgraiitly ebsurd dud blasplicinuus if 
would be,^h» draw that infrrcticc' Ironi 
their unu^p WUh 6ud which Christ dues 
from his. 

1 To tihtim Ike nord of God cime ] I 
apprehend the Lominff qf the word of God 
fdlkem, which is here meatioiied, refers to 
the myssage then delivered to tb^m intha 



'214 MagkIrdUs being called gods, mmh inore nwyke claim the iille. 

merely with regard to that office which by di- «nd the scnpf.r. 
designation they bore {and certainly Me = 

JqHb cannot be broken, nor can you, with 

5;* 35 Sy®"' of reason, pretend to censure the 

" , propriety of those expressions which a divinely 
inspired writer has used;) How is it then that 
36 you are so offcndi'd now? or how do you nre- 3fi Sav ye of imn, 
tend to say concerning him whom the Father 
halh m^im«\^ „,ciilUd, or set apart to thi, « 
great work ,,, h,s eieroal councib. and »hoo, Ti.«« 
ne at length Ijas sent into the world under such ‘ ^ =‘'« 

an cxJted character, thou blaspkcmest; because ' 

J sard I am the ^on oj God? when you allow 
ih'Teis asense in wbieh even oppressive nia- 
^^gistrates may be honoured with such a title.R 
rt And when J claim this character, and speak so 37 if i do n«t ih 
niglily or myself, I do not expect to be credited “f'nyl'-niiH, 
t mcM-ely on mjr du n affirmation; if f do 7 ot the 
works of my Father, such glorious works as < 
could not be performed by any but a divine 


ts 111 


. J,* I aL jcBst oviicre me mighty work^ that I i ' 7 \ . 

pcrfomi; and let the evidence of lhc,e remove OvtlbA-l'S 
the piejudices yon have entertained, that rieinau 
hiuwand believt , that the Father [is] in me, and 
J in him, by such a union as abundantly justi- 
lics the expression which seems to give you 
such peculiar oiVence. ^ 

^9 Then, tliough tbfey knew not what to answer so Thmfoic u.ey 


name of Cod, raihorthan, inthegenml, 
to their reecivinga ooHiimilshm from futn: 
lut the dirtwnce is not very material. 

B W'liCn ,you allow—mdafibtratcs, &c.J 
A late loarnetl atitl pious pariphrast appre. 
bends, that o-ir t^rd here vindiCiitebbis 
..^himto sttp^nindivinil}’, by pk-adtag, 
that the Jewish rulers ,ir<' called gidda, 
oot ill a general regard to tbcir office as 
tillers., ljur rts type-j of the Mehkiab, the 
yreat .'■'otereign of t|iechur«b, wlwfas 
It IS o\pic<st;U at ihe close of Ixvxii. 
pialrii,) was, to wlu}il all iflfhbjis. But 
not to nrgfe tliai it sci-nis impi^alKible that 
titich fficjcpil iiniui«traies as are there 
'•piihen of siiould be dtHenbed as ivpts 
i>i' Clinst, this explKMtion seiinis to iin- 
plv, that every persnn whose offii’c wa, 
typical of the Messiah might be called .t 


gnd ; and, on the other hand, that i. erra. 
turn’s being called bv ihat name woidj 
intimate, that he was a npical peiioji . 
the consev^ucnces of which I am suie' 
that wofffiy writer wouldabhor. f(,om. 
pare ‘2 t,'or. iv. 4.) 1 think rny^elf then- 
fore ohhgcd to acquic.scf, m that pl.iui 
acn iiatq^l sense of the passage wlm-h 
t-hc genertlit- of comin. ntatms, both .m. 
cientandswidcrn, have gnen.—Ji-stis w,is 
ihaiged here by tJic Jews wigi ascnbinu 
divmlty Jo his human nature; and. in 
*’®Piy to^Js, ije Ahftvs that callin'g'him- 
*elf the StJh' of ■tSod did not imply^hat 
and tlial his works pnned mi, h an lini, li 
oftliehjman nature with the di me, dv 
he had before asseilcd, than uhK?h ,i,i 
answer cmild have been moie wis,^ a„,j 

pcmiient, 



He escapes frdHt theJews^ and fees 



sought again to take 
him: blithe escaped 
out of thtiir hand, 


40 And went a- 
gaia bi-jond Jordan, 
intii the place where 
John at first baptiz¬ 
ed ; and there he a- 
bode. 


41 And many re- 
fcoited unto him, and 
said, John did no mi> 
rjrle. but all things 
that John spake of 
this man wcie true. 


him, the Jews were so enV^ffed a^inst him, that 
they sought ugain to seise himt that they might 
accuse Ki m of blasphemy before the ^ifiedritn; 
hut he withdrew himsel^as be bad done before, it. 
in an extraordinary nianner> and so escaped out 
of their hands. {Qompare Luke iv, 30, sect, 
xxxii. and John yiii. 59,.^ct. cv.) 

ifpresently departi^from Jetpsalem, he 40 
went away again into the comtry heyond Jor- 
darif to the called Betbabara, where (as it 
has been obberved before, John i. 28, Vol. 1. p. 
\25*XJohn teas at first baplisfng: and there 
he awdet-for a while, till the fury of the multi¬ 
tude was a little abated. Jnd many of ..the in- 4i 
habitants of that place who had been formerly 
acquainted with the Baptist, and remenihered 
the strong and repeated testimonies which he 
had borne to Jesus, caTKe/uAiw there, to attend 


upon his preaching, and said among themsci res, 

John indeed did no miracle himself, but before- 
told extraordinary things of another; anil we, 
now find that all the things which John said of 
this man were exactly true, which is a fiivme 
attestation to the mission and authority of both. 

4'* And many be- mawy of them believed op him there, and 42 

.I'ved on him there, happjly improved this little season of hi-* ri*ce.ss ■ 
among them, as the means of their instruction 
and establishment in piety. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

It is worthy of remark, that we here see our Lord Jesus at uVer. 2^' 
festival, appointed only by human authority, in commemoration y 
of a nation^ deliverance. He came from Galilee to observe it j 
in the temple, though it was winter^ andblought with him, as 
at all times, a heart glowing with tlih tUosf ardent and amiable > 
zeal for the honour of God and the salvation of men, even of 
those who were studying to ensnare and destroy him, V 

What prudence, mingled w'ith Spirit and sweetnesa, runs through 34, 3 j 
his answers to them ! Wiiat inestimable blessings does he propose, s 
to invite them to enter into his fold I May we never forget those 
gracious words! May we ever be entitjed to all the comfort of 
them ! /give unto sheep eternal Itfe; and they shall never 28 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. Lord, may ? 
W'C be found in the number of tiiose secure and happy souls, 
even of those who know thee, and who obey thy voice, and follow 
thee, whithersoever thou leadest them, by thine example, thy 27 



' on our s$£et^ m^. th mfe qf fH^ist. 

'* V '' ' *’•* 

'^8»e,'jr, - providence, and thy Spirit! Then may we look on oiir eiermtl 
yxjf^iv;and happiness a?inviolably fecu^e. Safely intjoed nwy we 
}t in his hands who could say, in so sublime and so gloii-' 
ous a sense, / and the Fat he r are one.- The enemies of our sal- 
p vgtion must triumph then over prnmpotoncc itself, before thoy^ 
can 'dT0 the sheep (f Christ gut of kifi ha^nds; nor will his fide¬ 
lity to God, or his love to them, suller.thetn to he seduced by 
fraudf any tjmre thai»,;isie!»tioyed by violence. 

Blessed situation ^'thy lit{Jtftw:k ! i) thou faithful, thou 
compaiMonate, thou Jlmi^ty Shepherd^ gather thou our souU 
■ ’^'with theirs; and never suffer us to 'forget of how great impor¬ 
tance It is, tliat.wo still continue near thet), that we look U() to 
thee for our defence and safety, conjSde, not in our own 
pow'or and ivisdona, but in thin^! 

31 Who could have imagined that any heart qpuld have l)ecn *>0 
base as to have intended evil, or any hands go cruel as to have 
armed themselves with iostrhments of death against such a Per¬ 
son^ while speaking such words as these ? Yet heboid, these 
Jews do It; and that even in sacred a place as the temple it¬ 
self; as the genuine affsprmg of time who slew the prophet and 
jZpriest of the Lord, even at his altar. {Compare Mat. xmii. ‘31, 
"5, and Luke xi.’48, 51.) But his wise and gentle rephj disann- 
ed them for a few mont(4S ; and the divine care and power in an 
39 extraordinary maniter provided for his escape, and once more j c- 
sciied him from their murderous liauds. 


40 ' Ihippy the nfliahitants of the cauntiy about Jordan to which 
, be retired ! especially happy, in that they knew the day of ihcir 
il, 4 / 2 visitutii}n < The testimony of John, the Baptist is now recolleet- 
ed to excellent purposes, though he himself Was inouldertng in 
Ills tomb : nor is there any thing wliich a faithful niinisUr will 
more earnesily desire, than that, even while dead^ he may i/ct 
speak, for the honour of Christ, and t)ie saltation of souls. 


’'SEiCT. CXXXV. 

.Christ declares against dmrec^i except in thg case of adulietj/, 
and adds same other parthm's relating to the married ^tdte. 
>Iat.XfX.'1-112. MaikX. 1-12. > 

^ 4 . 

M4T. 1. - ^ 

niter the insttiJctions that were given ami it to 
by our I.ord to hisjd'ijiciples at Capdiiaum, ^ pa^s, Hin-rt 
(which vyere r(’eord'*d above from sect xciii. 
to xcvi*), U tame topios, that "ahen Jesus had 



Multitudes foMv CWf/, and h pmtches io them- 217' 

these b^yingi })^ [^-finished thes§ discourses,* ^ arose from thence, sect. 

departed front' Galilee, where he hii^dcxxxv, 
?iViiee/aii4 c™n™ dwelt 50 long, and throegh which he had 
into the coasts of Juvsuch repeated jottrnies. And after be had first 

niiRiTx "il-^r**** Jpres^li^m, (jw was befi>re related, * 

- iBK.. j ^.. 44.)^pd severail Qther things had 

happened, which have alrei^y been considered 
in their proper place, he at lep^h (as was 
observed in the jit sectioh, dohn sr. -JO.) into 
the herders cf J^dea h^gnd Jordan^ where he 
spent some of the wii)ter months, crossing the 
-j AnrJ great ifiui- nvef as hc saw occasion. And hi® arrival was 2 
lluid n^rpcojjfe^re- sooner, known, bntj^rw# miiUitudes followed 
port mjtoLmagain j Him froR} all the neighbouring parts; and, par- 
a;i,i as he hjs wont, ticulafly, the peopH wh^ bad seen hii)) formerly 

■ainl'inlf he hSicd ^t 'Bethabara rcsoHed k> iw again (as was said, 
them tiierft [Mark dohii X. 4i;) <?H tsceprding to kis Usual custom, 

, r J I ^ / |»| f I , I A. *A. S! L 


X.- l.J 


The rinri. 


he readily embraced the opportunity of preach¬ 
ing to them and taught them there again, as he 
had done elsewhere'; md as they brought nianv 
sick persons to him, he healed them all there, 
whicfi could not hut increase the throng. 

And the Pharisees, who always had ^ w'atch-; 
ful eye on his motions, and attended him with 
the most malignant dpsigns being now more 
especially irritated by the fame of his late inira- 


'* Ji'hrn Jesus had finished these dis- 
The passages which Matthew 
and Mark have inciitiuncd iminediateljr 
betorc they ihtrodtice this story, arc 
those discoursci) on tth4 Uwofor- 

guenC'S pf jujunes wbuh havic beeii 
(.oiisidcfcd above fiuoi sect, xciii. to 
xevi. And I ha\c ^otwetuiiei been in¬ 
clined to think, that t Ins 4 i>d the U 6 xt fat’ 
lowing set tions uu^ht have been mtro- 
itncrd Iheic, as previous to that feast of 
talieru.iclus which wc have .sq often tuen- 
lioued. But most I 141 moaizers, svithbut 
any set uple or apology, place ttvem here, 
being determined, 1 suppose, by the 
< lose connection between the pa^gges 
that arc here 1 eluted,, and tbpaa aveats 
thjit follow tliein, which l.appenesl but a 
scry little while before Christ's'de 9 tb.’<~ 
It IS of vetry little imporlauce to ulk whe- 
• tiler theaodiS('ou)Mo weie d^liver£d now, 
ora few months befoie. However, he 
might truly be -aid to anseJ'rjm (tolilet, 
and come inio thcie parts, though lie took 
'■a coniidcrablo oomp.-iM., and 'P< uf st” e- 


ral weeks in the journey. Compare note <> 
on Luke ii. 99, Vol. I. p. t1. 

'• Heyond Jordan ], Mark has expressed 
this with some little variaUan, ch 
fibi lw figtiiw, by the Jarlhfr side of Jot- 
duni or, ^ tbe learned Begp, and some 
other crjitics chume tp render it, on the 
tm.bi tgJ^daui apd this may seem to hr. 
mope sni^hleto |tj(at is said of Chiist’s 
coming t^ the coast of Judea} which »a.s 
bounded by'Jordan, and had no coasts be¬ 
yond <t< Bvt it appears irom John x, 49. 
thM helkabara, Vikere John at first boptn~ 
ed'(Jdhn i, 2B.) was the place to which 
otir Lord removed, whieh wastindoi^bteil- 
ly beyond Joidan, and over against Jen- 
clu>. (Compare Josh. iii. Id. and .Tnd 
rii, 24.) And this was so neai to tiu 
Coasts (if Jud^, that we might iiry welt 
retain the tippal version, and t.ikfc tin 
pbraite as Maillpiw hath expus-cd es- 
peci-illy a^ it is ]irobal)Ie (bat Jusui^ dwi 
iiig Ins abndu in tlic-c paits, might ofliu 
cross the river, and pass from lleth.ili.ira 
t'l I'idea, wliith l.iy on the oppo-itf -n! 



SJt8 The Pharisees tcv^pl him with (t question about divorce. 


SECT, cles, which they hacl' in vain endeavoured to 
suppress, (see John vii. 32, 4-7, and ix. 16, 24,) 
came hither also iohim^ with the view of getting 
XIX 3 i’Oft'*'* ' ativantage over him, by tempting him 
ivith what they thought a very artful and eu- 
snaring question: andj that they might, if possi. 
ble, entangle himtict'^his talk so as to h'trd some 
reason to accuse hiha^^or to discredit him at least 
among the people, they asked him, saving wn- 
tQ him, What thinkest thou, Master, Is it law¬ 
ful for a man^Ja dismiss his wife for every slight 
iwwi'e’of dibliWjIvLich may be round iii her?” 
or is adultery the only just reason for a divorce? 
4 And hi said to them in reply, Have ye not 
read, (Gen. i. 27.) that (rodalmighty and all- 
wise Creator, from the very beginning of the 
creation, when he would not fait to constitute liu- 
- man nature in such a way^ might be most con¬ 
ducive to its happiness, in forming the first pa¬ 
rents of mankind made them male and female, 
or one man and one woman ? which would nei- 


al$o came unto hiin» 
tempting him, and 
[asked him,] saying 
unto him, Is it law¬ 
ful for a man to put 
away his wife for 
every cause ? [Maiuc 
X. 2.] 


4 And be ansn er- 
ed and said untu 
them, Have ye not 
read, that [God,] he 
whirh made them, 
[from the tieginnmg 
of the creation,] 
made them male and 
female ? [Mauk X, 
6 ,] 


5 tlier allow of divorce or polygamy, '.r^m/doyou 5 And said, for 
not remember, that when the woman wasat hrst 
brought to him, the man said, o& taught by an 
extraordinary revelation concerning the ends 
and obligations of marriage, which therefore 
may in eifect be looked upon a.s a Divine testi¬ 
mony,'’ “ For this cause, or on account of his 


' e ^0 dismiss his veififat every It 

is well kuuwn that there wa^ a debate be¬ 
tween the anuent rabbies (pru'liaps as old 
3$ uiir Lord's time,} concerning the Inter- 
pri'tation of the taw relating to divorce, 
Deut. xi^t. 1. The sci^l pf Saipwai main¬ 
tained dist tlic word.s which 

wc render some uncfeanneis, si^iiicd adul- 
Itty , whereas theschhol oTHilielaxplain- 
(hI It >f any maXter of duhke. (Sepjfiel- 
deu^ ir^o^ ifehr. lib. in. cap. 22.) I*e(w 
hap' mHiiini lx t»«‘Cii both would hare 
b'C'i aju^ter iiitcrpretatinn than either; 
lui It < ceriain, that the phiase tnay with 
|u'ciil ai pKipriety evpressSBy blemish nr 
disiinlor uliich a noman alight unjustly 
and tvo‘'S')lr eunceal beforOmamagr, that 
was ’sdt' rn'aid discovered. At least I 
th p’ain, fiom onr lord’s answer, 
ihdfl'he d sciplcs oi Sanimai were mista¬ 
ken , which fart Ik r appearb t'r-aii the pro¬ 
vision the Mosaic l.iw made fur punish 
ing adob'rv aith dc.ith.-—T he intcrpn'ta- 
(.loituf ilitiul generally piciailed; and thu 


Pharisees concluding Christ would, as he 
had done before, declare against divorces, 
for trivial causes, (Mat. v. 31, 32, nnd 
Luke itvi.' 18.) might hope to fspose him 
to jiiij^ular resentment for retrencinog a 
libet^ which the law allowed: but our 
Lord feared not the consequence ol doing 
it 

d May in effect be looked upon as a Di¬ 
vine testimony.] 1 think the ingenious 
author of Revelation examined with Can- 
doursolidly argues, from Adam’s pro- 
ROttdjl'Jng concerning the obligation ot a 
qhlld*il>tlatKm to bis parents, which had 
never then existed, that he spake these 
words in consequence of Some extraor- 
dinaiy divine jliuniination; which justi- 
hes the turn given in the paraphrase ■ noi 
could he without a rcvelatiun have known 
what had passed in bis sleep, or evci 
hare conjectured the original of woman 
b> have been what he so plainly refers to. 
See Kevelat. exam, with Candour, VuL I. 
Dis. ill. (I. 28—33. 



tlih cause shall a 
man leave [bis] fa* 
tUer and mother, 
and shall cleave to 
liis wife; and they 
twain, shall be one- 
ilosh. [Maik X. Ti 
8-1 

t'l Wherefore they 
arc no more twain, 
but one flesh. AV'hat 
tliiieioru liod hath 
joined tot'rthcr, let 
not man putasiinder. 
[Main. X.—S, 9.J 


.. i- 

Divorces were permuted for the hardn^ of their hearts; 21 ^ 

“ engaging in the married state, shall a man sect. 
” leave hcah his father and mot her ^ whemhose 
“ dear relations of parental a>ld filial tender- 
.ness shall' take place, and shall closely ad- xix/a. 
“ here to hiS mfe: and tke^ tm shall d^join- 
“ cd in 60 intimate afi union as to becogie one 
“ fieshf*^ (Gen. ii. >24.) ^ that % appears g 
of persons thus . jjpftied togpber, that the^ are 
no longer twoj^hi^ one fleshy and should accord¬ 
ingly regard each other as members of one bo¬ 
dy. What God therefore has thus closely yoked 
togetheryletnothnan t^eparate; biit^let the bond 
qt marri^ hh;esteemed as saci:ed, and incapa¬ 
ble of being dissoli(^ed by any thing, which does 
not make, them c^e to be one flesh, by mak¬ 
ing that the one common to some third per¬ 
son (See Whitby, in loc.) 

They soy unto hfmif by way of objection a-? 
gainst this, Why then did Moaesy unoer divine 
direction and inspiration, command “ a man, 

“ whose wife found no favour in Ins eyes, be- 
“ cadse he had discovered,” as it is there e.\- 
pressied, ** some uncleanhess in her,”' or (as it 
has been genei;ally understood) some cause of 
distaste and aversion, ** to give her a bill of di- 
“ vorccy and so to dismiss heri''"' (Dent, xxiv. l.) 

And he repliedy arid said unto themy How is it 
that you take this matter; or zohat did yon ^\~ " 

ledge that Moses did command you ? Is there 
any thing in his writings that recommends di¬ 
vorce and separation upon light occasions ^ 

And upon this they saidy If it may not be 4 
said that Moses does’ command or recommend 
it in itself, it is mok't evident from the '^ssage 
we have mentioned, thkt he has permitted a 
man, in sOmc caseS) to write a b(U of divorccy 
and to give it intojiis wife^s band, am dismiss 
her, un which fobodation thou well knowest 
how frequently divorces prevail among us, and 
how juftiffAble they art; generally esteemed. 

And Jesus ansy?ered and said to ihemy Yon 
state the'^hnattCF now more*justly than before;^ ‘ 
for it amefunts merely to a permission; but! mwst 
observe to you, that it was on account of the 
hardness tf your hearts, and the perverseness 
of your tenijicis/ that Moses wrote you this 


1 They say unto 
him. Why did Moses 
then command to 
;iivc a wntiiij^ of di- 
V. It cement, and to 
put her away’ 


Mabk X S. And 
hc.invuerrd and safd 
unto them, W'liat 
did Moses command 
you > 

4 And they said, 
Moves kuifered to 
write a bill uf <li- 
vi)r<‘eni(;nt, and to 
put hi I and v- 


Maf. XIX. 8. 
[And J^Hi| answered 
. and vaidunto them,] 
Moses, .bei:din>e ot 
the hardiieivs of yuur 
lieaitv [wrote vun 
tins ’piucept, njiil\ 


* On, mount of the h',ulne^s of your ter of tho Ji ni'b lution is loo appnrcfnt. 
henrfi.] How toudi iluis wi Hit; cliarac. yeel vod. IJ.-it, ik. f,. 



JBut skaifId bt^ nsed httl vi cam qf adultery. 

V-'*' * 

»Ej:T. precept, g(pie sycli a pertpission to put sufleiedyou to put 
c:&^'f‘awayj/ourwivesii tnowlm th^t otherwise you begin! 

inijrbt Iwve bo^n ^eroptea to use them intolerr nm? it was not so. 
XUt. 8 3is I j‘>st now tol^ yqu, it was not [Mabk X. .5,J 

sofrypt the beginning i and t^e‘account which 
that writer givps ot the orilgin^j constitution of 
things, proves it tabe an irrepfhlarjty, bow ne¬ 
cessary soever her^ght fi(i4 some causes, 

to tolerate it, or raOhi^r, by ipiliing it irrevoca¬ 
ble, to prevent mens doing it withont (Jeep 
consideration-' 

Mark 4hcI vrb^’ assembly waa dispiissjed, and Mark x. lo. And 
" * JesHg was retSrpd from tfip mwitiMs,, as they *" y*" a"kwi'hii»T. 
were Sitting together tn house where ito ja'jn \,f the s^ame 
lodged, his disciples of the same matter. 

maHer, not being able fnily und^iri^tancl it, 
or to reconcile it wi^b the' precept t)f Moses; 

11 -^itd he says to If you arc willing to be saith 

receive JaWf? troip me, yM must submit to a y^,, j whnao- 
greater restraint than Moses laid <>n the Israel- ever shall put .mav 
ites; for /expressly tell you (as I formerly did, 

tut / o,-. ‘ i. J f t .5 lo for foimcdtion,] 

Mat. V. 32, sept xxx)x and J.ub-f Jivt, 18, 

sect, cxxiv.) ff^hosqever shall dismiss his tfife, another, iommmeth 

eXCi-pt \it be'\fnr whoredom,* which is a funoa- adultery against her : 

mental breach of the main artiele of the mar- he^‘li!!h'’,rpura! 

riage covenant,! by yvbich they are one fle§b, wav, doth commit 

shall marry another, qommils adult&ry against 

her that was his .former wife, and who qonti- 1 

pues still tp be so in tbe sight of God; and he 

that shall -marrfher ythg is so dismissed, with- And if a wo- 

12 out a sufHcientcause, commits adulteiy. And, her"hSlnd, ami be 
on the otber:tband, by a parity of reason, ^married to another, 
a woman, not ii\ii}re4 in, l;be ini^prtaht ar- 

- tide Ml now ipentioped, sball put away her 
husbemd, or ei^oH from.bitn. at bill of divorej^^R 
and be viar^ned ta^0pother man, $h( commas 

xxxi. 27^,l9a. stlviii. 4; Ezek. li, Aj- hl|tt ilUO.^.woiild explain the woid as signiiy- 
Acts vli. SI.—Our I.oid (as Grotius WiHl lug Oiif/ thing %Ateh s/imiid br h the h isbanil 
obscrves.jstronglyiutimqtti^, that ^ more oi and intolerable as vek'inihm — 

lendei diapusiUon may j.ii8Uy be W<p<CCtr 'Tbt obybp^te des> rtion, where the- 
cd iioiD his disciples. husban<|<«^not by law recover his wife, 

^ lixeeplU befoT wJiorettuiifj ten ina^iia ] whiAwa^ thj^eelebralcd case of the pious 
T}io(ij;h/ormVe/R»i commitfatd before mar- Galeschiuk Caraci'iuiu^, and Uhlcb we find 
afterwards 4^overcd» tni^ht to be stuipoacd in I Cor. vii 15, is cjuite 
he fij^^sc-il to justify a divorce, aduAery ofadiflorent nature; nor can a man 
xnusCInnch more fvidcntly du it; and under such a calamity be said to put 
therefore it IS plain the word must be taken away his wife.—Fiasmus has a lemark- 
in the extent which is here given it. (See able note on IVI^t. xix. ‘d, which shews 
nolo f on'Mat. v. 52, Vol I. p. 222 ) JJiit lie was not far from Milton’s opinion. 

U is by a daiinCroos latitude of iDterpri'- ^Ifauoman shall pul away her hut- 
lation, thjtMiitop (1‘iose Works, page iand.] Thguigh it is certain, that the 



Mdriiage is otrf^tUd hut' ^U fill I 


Mat. XIX. 10 
Ills di«'ipl('!t say un¬ 
to him, If tlie case 


she ponimitteth a- adulki'y,, aiid Ss she deserves to be abhorred sfxt. 

liy im*n, 'so must she expert to be punished 
by God, as guilty of tbbt fenohnous 4hd 
ti'stabic crime, if she do hot from the Very htfilft ^ 2 . 

Tircn hik 'dtxtpiiS hi'ht\ Jflhts hie the RM. 

ease bilieeen it fikn Und kis^e^, atid thfe 
oftiipiiianbesowith •>« thus indissolu^^i^, iur6|yil |f ho# d^mntto 
hts wife, itjs not good marry; since a iwh iifey bytHdt mbens be caught 
to marry. jjj iiieStricabie sftbte, which inhy indke him 

miserable all the rest of his life. 

11 Hut he 9.ifd un- Bitt fir said fc thrni^ All fhen akniidf tectixit I ^ 
to them. All men sAvlii^ #yours, that it hot expedient to 

sasing. sa^p they to » bUt 'Omy t(t tnkm it tS ^W«, X’S h 

whom It IS given, peculiar gift, to bohq^uef thOse rnclinatiohs to¬ 
wards that state which God, tor wise reasons, 
has wrought into the tiomnion constitution of 

12 For there are In,man nature. Fair tfrete are [^tii>rt£;] rt^nwt7isl2 

r<7p sT'lmm'^from tiWii sofiWi th€tmiofkei’^'s und 

/A/,Mtu)thpi’s womb whose natural temper and inclination is m this 

Mm-!*'r7vhioh we'^ pecuhat; and there are [some] eunuchs 

inarti* * eunuchs by the Tvickedness of 

men, and iiiL'n* be w/H/, wlio drive Oil that scaiidaloiis traffic which 
ouni. hb, ..iiiPiihaie ,Ut‘ jtixui'y aiid effcmiiiacy of the eastern world 

mi'7 Vor''til.-'ring- •'oudered s6 common and the're are [some] 

doin of iip.vcu’s r«w«f.^y le^o Aa»e, as it were, made iheinsekes 
Mike iiotii.it IS a enmechs on account of Me kingdom of heaven^ 
him ro'17'I .7^ fhat IS, who, by a rebolttte guard oh their appe¬ 
tites and passions, have conquered the propen¬ 
sities of nature, that being'free from the incum¬ 
brances of marriage, hhtf devoting themselves 
to a life of more sublime devotioh, th^ might 
promote the interest of my gosptef. (uompare 
1 Cor. vii; 'J, 37.) lie thtirefoire, on thfe tvhole, 
that finds he is able to receive [Mm sayhf]^ lei 
him. receive if; or let him'ihat is in his own con¬ 
science persuaded that he can glorify God most 
by a single life, cbohse it. Others may, and 
ought to marry ; but let none lightly rush into 
that state, mi a supposition that the bond of it 
ma} be broken through at pleasure. 


.luwi'^h l.'iw did Dotpiit i( inm s wpmiin*si 
power to divorpo hoi hiisb.nld, >t is plain 
tri'iii lu rphiis, that it was done not only 
b\ isCMidl ladies of dtslin^ui'-hed rank, 
but e\cu thit his uirn viifo did it, (scc 
Dt. I ri;duel’s CredilMlity,part i, Vol. II 


page 89(1, ttobs^) kavirig probably team¬ 
ed of the Roman women, «bo, in tin-, 
aifc, aie known to h.i\c practised it m 
the most seandalous manner. SeeJuv. 
Sat. VI. SCI 2 ‘ 2 ‘ 2 —'23l>. ( ompaic 1 Sara, 
XXV, 4-4, and I Cor. in 



' 4 ^ 2 ' JR^ecthns on tiif duties {^f d ni&rried and a single life. 


improvement. 

FndM what wler%aye been reading, we nnay justly take occa- 
to adore the wisdom and goodness of Divine Providence in 
creating the human speciesand/ema/i?, and providing for 
'SIX. 4 . his new formed creature Adam, sos^itab^e and so amiable a com. 
panioO) to etilivenoevery other object of^delight, and to crown, 
thft pleasures tA iodise itself. 

7 Let us also ackt^lwlcdge thisl' apparent interposition of a wise 
, and kind providence, in maintaining such a proportim l>etween 
the sciV-s:, eMm to this ^ay, which so apparently tends to the be¬ 
nefit of botil^f well as to the support the race in future agi's; 
as also in pep^uating in theije hearts through succeeding gene. 
5 rations that mutual-tenderness for 6ach other which the purest 
bosoms may feel and avow ;^d which is the foundation of such 
an union of soufs as no mber iiricndship will admit. 

Let those who are marfied, considering the indissoluble bond 
by which God km Joined fhetn together, make it tlieir constant 
rare to promote the contfort and happiness of each other ; and 
let them most cautiously guard against every degree ol conten¬ 
tion, or even of distaste, which might at length occasion an alie¬ 
nation in their atfections, and render so Close a bond proportion- 
ably grievoife. 

D, 12 Let none rashly run into these important engagements, nor de¬ 
termine their choice by light considerations, of a low and transi¬ 
tory nature. And if any, on the whole, prefer the freedom of a 
single life to a state which, With its peculiar comforts, must ne- 
cessarily have its peculiar cares and trials too, let them diligent¬ 
ly improve that diserigageinent, as an obligation to seek the 
kingdim of God with greater ardour, and to pursue its interests 
with more active zeal and application. 

MarkX. TocoHclm,4c.; $i'nce it appears in tbjs respect, as svell .ns in 
11 , 12some otherSf^hac the gpsp^l revokes,some indulgences which the 
law ^4^o5es gave,Jet us endeavour to form our hearts by Divine 
graedttya wi^bm,, seiipusness, and spirituality, which may suit 
this nobler dispensad^ 1 ^ud vidiile we arc reading the piecept 
/, of the Jewish legislator, let us remember we have a su'olimer 
, and are to do and forbear M'm (Mat. v. 47.) 


* SEl^T. CXXJfCYI. " 

( > » 

Christ Hesses the. UsAe children that iaere brought to him, ardi'e- 
bakes his discipUs'who 'would haxe forbid them ' Mat. XIX. K* 
4|5. Mark X. I3—16.' Luke XVIII. 15—17. 


MARK X. 13. 


iYiAaiv ma«k X n 

AND vvlfrlc Jesus coiumiitni here, as the jn- f^othey br-iu-Vi 
^ habitants of Uie neighbouiing country on 



Children are^ tfi jChrisl/pf hk pr.^i^. *, 33 

[Lpkc, infants and\ the banks of Jordan foutij^their esteem for him sner, 
him^^IiiatheXuli continually increasing pW;,their acqumntancec^ 
touch them, |>r put With liun, (John X. 41,42, ^.^15.) ihej/ hKOUght 
Au hands on them, to hitht not only the liick, that they noiight,b<i ^Vjg 

[Lwe ^Th-li (Mat. xjx. 2,;.p. 217,} but also several /. 

disetp/es [Luk*. saw infants, [and] otherymngchildreny who, though 
i/, they] rebuked they couid Walk and spegJL yet were nut capa- 
Iw® "”clcrstattd'iBg, his th 0 he might 

13.—Luk* touch them, hU'^^d» upt^n them xn rk 

15 J solemn manneri c«^ pra^ for them;’ not doubi-. 

ing but prayers so acceptably'Ood as his ^ 
wou}d prevail both for their prii^si^t and future 
happidess. ^jidwhenihUdiscipleis a^^pd^^^^ 
larly the ap^ile^," who were about him, it, 
the^ rebuked those that brought (hemy as appre¬ 
hending them.toa troublesome, and thinking it 
beneath the dignity of so great ^ Prophet to 
concern hiiusel^bout siifpjb little creatures, who 
were incapable of receiving any instruction 
from him. 

u Biit^wheq .Fe- jgsussedngit,u!asgreatlpdiipleascd,a.n<li’^ 

muciMir.pieased and some degree of indignation against 

sjid uutu III' in, Suf. his di.scipies; lor be had a tender love to cHlI- 
ferthijiinic children dren, aud wel) kocw-tliat a proper notice of 
I^dXIiulir: these might'^rn to some valuable account;; 
fir ot such IS the and therefore he said to them^ J^et the httie chif- 
knisd.'in of God. aloue, mid <h not HOW,,or at any other con- 
LukV xur—16^1 '’cnient time, hinder themjrom Corning to me: 

lam pleased, rather than offended, to see thejn 
near me -.Jor of such iat/ic kingdom of God; per- 

i. 

ic ’ 

“ f.aif his kandv upon Ihi-m, and pray.] liJve this gcntjpncss tp cbildrrn in.ij b*> 

This W. 1 S a rite that was icrveafty used, to ministers, alid hdw'l^uCh their usi-fiil- 
paiticulaily those who stood in any ne6ft>inay,,or might have been, jirumoted 
hupcii.w rclatiou, wheq Ui«y were prhyf / b,y.» due regn^ to it— Nioffbonts tells . 

Jiig fiT a blessing on viiung persons. See «s, that the Webrhted Ignatius, after- 
Gen 14—'iO—I see no rea'-on to warda’Bistrop of Anttpeh, wasoneofthese 

think, with I''l8nci,thatthcy were brought infjintai-^ih' might ivasonabiy be 
to Ciii'ixt for (he cure of "urue ttiidady.; ^bje^moredis^eascd witlvbriS disciple^for 
for III that cMsc, It IS not to be ini;|giu^,,,en4eavoiinng to prme^pt their, buing^ 
that the disciples would ha\e bten ^ 'brought, as he had so Jately'set a child 
iiilininane as to prohibit them amoug them, and insisted on the necessi- 

i‘Knew thata piopet nuticetbf ty of their being niado tijoiifonnaldc to ii. 

&r.] C'hrist'8 sliewinghisi-t!:ardiit^ucha Mbt.XViii.2,3,xciii.p 19.—lamoblig- 
nianner to them, not oitl v must have ben cd* to Ur. kite ' ersion of St. Illau 

i-xecedingty ptea'-ing to the parents, hot thew's Oospdl, wlMdh, ,nocordiTi^ to the 
the iiieinorvof thi- coudescensi'sn might jonannec of hMrncdhnd ingemojits au- 
ni.ike tender and la iiiig impressions on thm is exact bo a wonder, for the altera- 
the (hiMieri thems'dics; and the sight tion I h<iie made here and for some 
muvl be\('iy cilif\iiig and ciico'iraging othci changes wliieb I tako this opportu- 
tn oilier I oiiiig {I T'diis who iiiixhi h.ip* nitv of acknowledging with due gra- 
pen i<. be oie-ent • jiotto sjyhow instiue- titude. 



^ fheik u hhsses - 

sOHs of suth a cbadl^ av 6 ibd true subjects of 
blng«Jotti, ^at^Seiva of vernal gfoty, to 
vfmeh linuty are teetsttedj and in 

3;,“[4 token cff rt( the ebildt^n of bel)evinir|)a,rents are 
to be damitted mtd idty ebdteb by baptism.^ 

15 And 1 My mhyoU) as 1 bavo fbmierty is v«?nH m - 
tbld you, (Mat. %m. 3, 4, J ) and «?auld 

*nflWbdVo )ou fb TOOd tm^^^ousttess ttrhile kmfeduBi o7c;od as a 

1 repeat It, Who^^dt^ djidifl'M0t hk vTlIling to<i»w, hp>,h«li 

Haette the kingdom of <?arf, or the gospel dis- 

pensation, aii^the happiness it promises, m u xviV? r ] ^ 

titth child, hitni^lf of those prejudices 

and Uloso setfutdr ttiOp eodtraot in 

ihefr Hpet years, that be may cOihe, it \frerc, 

to ibc humitlty add (neekrtei^, the sitnpNciiy 

and teachableness of a l^tle OHltd, (compare 

l^sal cxxki. 2.) he shall nM any wise, or Oh 

ahy terms, tfiter ifitd it, be bis genius ever ‘•o 

sublime, or fais circumstahOcs Id life c\cr so 

consider,ib’e. 

16 And having said this, be would no longer be [i»«' 

detainptl Irom shewing his regard onto these lit. 

lie children, but, htivnig called them Uhtm, and up )n in^ nmih [nid] 
ordered the infants to be brought, he took them P“t * ’’•»««** “P'’" 
up in hvs am<s, tenderly ernbrafemg them with 
a holy complacen^ ana love^ and, as a farther ,fi then<<> ] [Mm 
token of the overflowing kindness aud'benevo- xix' i" J >*» 
lence of his heart towards them, he laid 
hands upon them, and blessed them, recommend¬ 
ing thorn in a solemn manner^to thcdivincb)c«i- 
sing and favour; which accordingly descended 
upon them, to strengthen their constitutions, 
and ti) sanctify djeir liearts. And, after tins, 
he depdt^tedfrtm, thence to another place in the 
neighbourhood, where the young ruler attendeil 
him, as K ill be presently related. 


Maik 
jv m 


Let US make a pause here, that we rp,iiy more cittmtiu i» le 
view this delightful and ystmetive sight, tliat we may sec* thi' 


^ For of O'eA m Vtt Gorf, hue ] our Lord niuht litre intend ^omc left 

I uoktfVtrlodge these iiorA «Ul not of reneeto a, and I rannutap; 'ovt ot itn 
thMtjWlfti'i pnuo ta/iiR/to be on utih a\ It 

iDbtitHtioh uf Christ; but if thtt appeats is tiu put ut a faithti 1 triusi ttur not t( 
from other soriptures to be the case limit tin seneeof Hu* ihi.,iii.i 1 n h t fir 
(«h)wb t think mubtlirobabk,) there « ill nhai it leaies ainlnv if - 
be piopmliooal'V p voh t > f 









A rkh young tnan inquires (iHi kay to eternal Hfe 
> ’ 
anew by thy gi'ace by this method alone we can be made 
f^nuM-meet iobepartakerpiaf the inheritanee of the saints indight (Col. 
12), and^be children ofOodj as to beat le^th the 

cAitdren (f the resurrection. ^ 


SECT. CXXjtVH. 

A tkhyoungfhati'd§qflyii^;k^se^ fo CHristfor direction in the 
ii'ay to eiefnal Ufet and (iftowards parting with him out of re¬ 
gard to hist^ss^monSf gives our Lxrrddtn occasion of caution¬ 
ing his dimples'eortdervdng the danger of riches. Mat. XIX. 
16, ^0 Mark X< n—31. 18—30. 


SECT 

C^iXXVII 


JIark X, 17.^ 

^into the way 

to some other place lybicH-^fte, designed to 
Mark visit,' a nn^ remarkable occurrence 

happened} for there came even a certain 
magistrate^ or inler, who iras. a young person m 
very plentiful circum^nces, funning with an 
eager desire to converse with Jesus,before he 
left that place} he no sooner was come near 
him, but, kmeling down to. Aim with the hum¬ 
blest respect, he asked Him witb^ great reverence 
and earnestness, sayings (rood Master I am 
come to thee as a ipost wise apd gracibus Teach¬ 
er, and beseech thee to answer me a question 
of the highest itiiportaoce: What go^ thing 
shall I do that 1 may it^hkrit eternal life ? for 
nothing lies withjso much^weigfat upon my mind 
as this, and I {^determined to secure it at any 
rate. , 

j 3 And Jesttsl^ 

thouc^^pie re^rdestdnly as a 

propbeCsef^t ffotn't^^ ar^ dost not look upon 
to be any more thang4»bre man ? Thou shouldst 
remember 'upon all; occffi^dns,vtbat 7wne is 


Mark X 17. 
AND when he wa? 

gone forth into 
the way, [behold,] 
there came one 
[Lvkk, a certain 
ruler] running, and 
kneeled to him, .ind 
asked him, [Luar, 
.saying,] Good 
Master, what [good 
tiling I shall I do, 
that I may inherit 
eternal hfe; [Mai 
XIX. 16. LiTKii 
XVIII. 18.] 


18 And Je''MS saiit 
unto him, W’^hy call- 
est thou me good' 
(here u none good 


' Asie.teptl ((Ht froiq tl!idiee.Y MpSSi^ air'additional reason for our 

Mnithe^ and t«lw thi*,duetf^' it 

the young ;|i;uler,inmfiedi]lMi]^ '^l^y.dhUthwea/IInHignddr] Itiscer* 

in thfi prededf^ sect|^l'^ut fain Some very anetfpt'manusrripts 

more (jlet^tniii^tethaQ eiwiii'ofihedi'hi tead (hU clause, Ti (a* tpolat vift tk 
thci^ii^VMtioHi and mofif fucatastantial. <tost thov mk w« vikat gpod 

in tlitjMtTatton. '* .iimg Utotnidoiii,^ But neither the mini' 

iWwi;er.l Woldas observes that • her of copies, nor the tom of o«r Lord'-' 
ithi* was a tiUe which tlie'Jewish rabbles answer, will by any means admit of su''b 
ottected; which, if it were indeed so, a reading. ' 



r»,"' '.'i 1 »'« 

Jesus bids him tq keep the com^i^nd^enls, 22V 

butontr, «An<«<5od: perf6cdy gwo(/, glp^iiSiP's and ^lBn^wlab^e■ .sBCT. 

ti^eeverl5ef»s|^and.€f^roal^^;cxx?tTii 

tbecommamilnentfi. 1 nor can any man oif .ao^V deserve the tide of 
(Mat. xix. n. good 111 any degree of'comparison with him, 
f-iKG xviii. 19.] from wbota origiiialiy stream'forth all those 
rays of goodness which imperfectly Re¬ 

flected from them4.,|ffr( the question thou 
hast ask^d^ ^'^eMmd 



which thou mn^t pever on any terms expect it, 

19 file saith unto Thet) the y6prtff.fti!e«, that Ac might fully 19 
understand.the‘,fouid )Qjf' Jesu's, eagerly mysto 

till tlmmlndSiettU, him^ Oil the 

libim Shalt do no obscmtioh 6fwhftihfoy etcfoal lifo depends ? 

Iio7'* cQn imt'^adar seidri T’Aoil .undouh'tedly kfumest the 

I'm-; Thou lhaUnot whicfrCod gave to Moses, writ- 

^t. Aii Thou shall not ten on .the . taBfe. of stohe at Mount Sinai, 
iic.-ir faist* witn^s,] among wh^H thos© 6f the second table, how- 

Mcrraiid not; ilon- t tX ib nl 

~ At! AM v<aAM|j>>kh A«i lac^ rnA Lf nnn^A nti* no m aoma 



^ -. . shall mf ddminit adultety 

sci'r."^MA'i.''MX. isl ** Thou shall not, kear /^olse witness 

i‘).LuKEXvnr'jii.j '* against thy neighbour; Thu shall not covet 
any part of his pfqjpfertyj or take any methods 
“ to defraud Itim j*" .'and . that which indeed 
stands in the front ofthe^e, Honour thy 
“ father and thy rnothtf .These are the six 
last commandments,- which-1. now recommend 
' tu thy consideration they may', all be sum- 
med up ip thpt cofhprehefnsivc precept, 

“ Thou shalt lo^e ds tf^lf*’ 

(See Kxod. xx. 15!''—Dgv. xix. 18.J 
Ami[ihfyounfr -dnd theyotin0\VidH, pot ^pprAbeuding the25 

'f ‘ V* ' f 


<• T/imt shalt nu( ititrmii.] As Maik “ est secure them to thys.elf.1^ ‘jB<|tthe 
s( (iti'f r« put thrs for the tenth command'; apostle Patrl'atron^ly iutimaties, that the 
meiit I )i naimnoiid pn loe; }■ and Arhti- s'ense of that coiiimand is mueh inerp ea. 
))ihh>'p lillf>i/iwj, (see Wi II. tfeost*^,'(Kom. vii. %;) md as the pre- 

p. !l>7) siipposd.it a key to the .tpnsh dfi. ee'diMg^qmniandiAe^ts forbid to in* 
tb'isc uords, Thou thaH M cosfii the Vade the Hfo. thehftu,* tlfo pfoji^M^, 0 i 
iiu‘ani>i(; of tvhiob, they argue, is tt i^eftutatihh of ahomir, sti.thtkteqhtt^ a 
li id hren said,'lliou shalt not be so dc* guard on those iVr^wlar appeliteic.aod 
" sinuis of tliy neighbodr's ^lossessions pasiTkink which tnight by insensible dc* 
“ as to bo willing tu injure the owoerby green lead men tu mutder, adultery,' 
'* doprii lug turn of thorn, that thou maj - theft, or faUc witness 



^2S^IIesa^s he has done H i but is told that ohe thing was wantvig. 

' I \ 

sect, large extent and spiritual meaning of these pre- **^“3 aww^red anJ 
ocxxviicehts, replied, with great cheerfulness and con. S^alUh^rtJJS 
fidettce, and said to him. Master, I have been bare i observed from 
20 ®3rly taught these precepts^ and may venture youth: [Whnt 
to say, that / have conscientiously merved all 
these even/roni mt/ infasicj^^ and have abstain- xviii. ai.} 
ed from each of tb'e.ticesand inunorahties con¬ 


demned in tfieroj «^rf# Ifavtherneed, 

' in oi'der secure the glorious prize after urhich 

lam seeking? - . / 

21 And Jesus l&Jcing Stedfastly MjWn 21 Then Jesus he- 

to,;and feh^ the^nnotion^' of cornplaemy [K 

mingled with tenaer compassiop, in regard to- when he heard these 
so voting a person, who had taaintained so hon- things, he] said un- 
oui^e a character in-suc^4H«levat^ station 
of life, and was under such cooeorn about ano- en; [if thou wilt be 
ther world; yet at the same time, amidst all perfect,] go thy way, 
these hopeful circumstaneeaf was governed still whatsoever thou 
by a secret fondness for the possessions he en¬ 
joyed in this : and as our Lord thought fit to 
manifest this fondness to hmiseif.and others, 
xehen he hadheard these things which have been 
mentioned above, he was pleased to call him 
forth to a peculiar trial; and therefore said itnto' 
him. Thus far it ia well; but yef,>alas, One 
thing thou still wantesi,^ in order to prove that 
integrity of soul and that prevailing love to 
God, without' which none can be enticed to 
future blessedness: hy me he now commands 
thee, if thou milt be perfect, apd determine 
to submit to all that he requires, to go thy 
’zccry-'iinniccha^ly, and sell all thy possessions,^ 

' ' ' V 

* llmst^tarvtdtttl these, even from tn^ of (podhyi^ith.—Compare Rom, x. 3, omh 
i/fancif.\ The phrase awo wSnltt may m-' Phil, ni 9. 

deed be very exactly rendetMl fivtn mtf One thirty tkou taanle.t, ] Our Lord 
yewM; but as he w^is yet bhbkyotfng tnan, does not say he wanted hut one thing; so 
tttsprobeblj’ hereputfor infancy or child-' that nothing can be concluded f.om hence 
hood. It ia plain be did not understand against the necessity of au acquaintance 
the spiritual mrnfling and extent uitbwme tmths, of whKb this youth, 

iiccording' to out Lord's explication of' it faopetul and amiable as be wiL<, appear^, 
in hi$ aermoD on the mount; or he ifaiild' tO'hmrjp been i^rant.^ it was to be 
hot have pfeadcdllus f x«et obhdieneeL'^ it. qbarged ontbatwant of piety which 
But tlie j«w«' in general- seem, to htlvs' m condAiOtpresently ditimred, that he 
tboughtthat, iftboy absM^d ftoni'gtoo did’Koi ocme to ttiC' knowledge of them 
criiaeSj sacriilccs might atonh for smaller by a continued and submissive attcndauce 
ncgtecfaor offences. ’’"And Ibis compoand on the teaching of Christ, See John vii 
ftKins to have been that righteousm-as of 17, sect, xctir. 

their own, in winch, to their final nun, f Sill all th^pastetsions,] It is strange 
they trusted fi r uistitlcatiun belbre God, that theli'arnm and accurate Dr. Clarke 
'ntbcnFgl("’t';f (henghteousnesswhiebis should suppose that Chii&t did nut dc- 



Bfing called to sell all he kady he goes moay sorrowful. 2 ^, 

hast, and Rive to the valuable as they arc, andt/o distribute the tno- sect, ' 

aiiscs froui the sale of them tu 

Ten; and come, take jwor; do this, hnd tAou sAak^Aove an infinitely ‘ 

')p the cross, and more oxcellont JM iu'the 

5lv* Tf' 1 assured hope of this, 1 call thee,to-come and hiiie 

XVII r. 22.j 



up the erofSy and with courage and resolution to 
fetlm me as my constant atWndant, though it 


should be even at- tlie eJ^nce of thy life, as 
^ well as thine el^te.' 

22 fBut \ihcn the But whm ^woig mcot htQfd tkot sa^i}ig,2^ 

joung man heard g)] fj,g g^y ahd delightful pros- 

sad, and went away petite fw life'mast b« given a moment, 

[Lokk, very sorrow- A^n^eKcecdtngly concerned;'and troubled at 
fu!,] for he, uncdhe^tmt om^ in great soirow; Jor he 

had 'great “ posS tvas 'Ctr^riehyioni] hadgreflt possessions, which 
Mions. [Mat. XIX. wcre lately ^IRm into his liands; and how de- 
•22 —Loki xvjii. sirous sCtdvilf h© was of eternal life, lie could 
not rei^olva'to aecorc it at so great an expence. 

23 And [Lukf., vf?id toheti Jema ^ow though Ite was very 2'S 
when Jesii« saw that j/orroxtfuii vet he chose rather to go away than 

iuljheliijkedroaad in tb<S Views ot ctomai 

about, and aaith to happincss, he looked round On all that were about 
i.is disciples, How discipks, Observe tins in- 

ila?enchci«ntCinNtr©c^^ and learn to make this re- 

t> the kingdom of Hectioq upoR it ; Hm hardly shall they tluit 
Oodi \eriiy I say ,j|;hg. of this World cnfcT into the 

mansS haSue? kiugdotn of God! Dwell upon the thought, and 
tiT into tiie kinRdoin repeat it, in order^ if possible, to wean your 
of heaven. [Mat. hearts IVom theso delusive vanities whicli often 


XIX. 23. - 
Win. 24.] 


prove so fatal to the soul: for verily I say unto 
you, So many snares-attend such circumstances, 
that u rkh man,will hardly cdter info the king' 
dom of heaven, or be brought to such arelish for 
the gospel, and its. future blessings, as cither to 
resign pt iihpi’ove bis worldly possessions^ in 


-nand tins, in order toldM'facing ui« state 
of acceptance with God, butinordertdhi^ 
711 mg a testimony of exalted piety j or> 
.it leaiit, as necessary at that tiqn to,Jus 
bbiijg a preacher of the gotpel. . Oiix 
liord's manner of preposing the trial, ami 
his refletUon' bit the ^oung man’s going 
away, plainly thciS, that it im iutlia'io, 
eircumitancos neccs-ary (o hiaikdlvat.ion. 
And indeed it is most a;>pare^t, that 
though God (loos notJn fact require every 
111.111 to distribute all liis goods to others, 
md so m eflcct to become one i^ the 
I'liubcr of poor to be rdieved oat -of his 


owq possessions, yet sincere virtue and 
piety demend an habitual readinc'.b, not 
only to sacrifice opr possessions, but our 
lives, at the command of Oodi ‘‘"* 11 'ro- 
Tideiice does in fact call some out to ti iabi 
as severe as thic.—His refusal plainly 
shewed,, hovalued his Worldly possesMun^ 
mure than eternal life; and our Lord with 
gmt wiialom, took this direct and con 
vJttciiiR method of manifesting both to 
himwdf aiid others, that secret insmecn 
ty (ind carnality of tciii|icr Vliicb pic 
vailed under nil ihisc ipccious prcteii? es 
and promising appcaraucn. 



2i And Uie flisi- 
ples were 'astomshcu 
at liis tiord*!— 


— But Jfsui an- 
^weretli ai^ain, niul 
sailh unto tlioiii, 
Children, how haid 
is it for them that 
trust III riclios to eii- 
tui into the kiii^;- 
dum of Cud' 


,^0 Tiie rich shall hardly enter intp the kingdom of God. 

sEct. such a manner as the laws of that Itingdom rc- 
‘»m3iVii(^uire. 

the disciplM were quite astonished at his 
^ ’^’*4 ^ords} for they were ready to imagine that, ere 
^ lopg, all the rich' and great people of the coun^ 
try would appear for their Lord, and him on 
the throne of Israel. 

^ui Jesus, answering again to. that surprise 
which he saw in their coutiteu^hces, mys to them 
in the most condescending manner,' My dear 
vhildroi, when yotn consider what I said more 
attentively, you will not so ipuch worvder at it; 

’ for it is mandat tliat the generality of rich men 
place their chief confidence and delight in Uie 
things of this present world;,and you know that 
true, religion requires a heatk abstracted from 
them,*and placed *on nobler judge then 

for yourselves, haw hard is it for them that thus 
frmt in their riches, to enter into the kingdom of 
‘2^ God! And therefore I say to you again, in yet 
stronger terms, rliat your common proverb may 
have Its place here, That it is easier for the huge 
cable of a ship, or even for a camel to go through 
the eye'of a neciUef than it is,/i?r a rich man to 
t'on(]uer the snares of his estate and tbccorrup-' 
tions of Ins heart so far as to enter into, the king- 
dom of God, and become the faithful, obedient 
subject of his Son. 

26 And when his disciples heard [rAi>] repetition 
and iilu.stration of what was before said, they 
were struck ijito € receding great ami inexpres¬ 
sible amazement at it, saying one to another, 
i\nd who then fan be saved f Who that dre, rich 
' can ever get td neaveff? And %hat a discourage¬ 
ment will It b(! to others, to see the rich and the 
great neglecting saHration^. and turning the 
means of their h^ppme^sand ufiefulness into the 
instruments of their destruction? ' 


25 [And a,!'.')Ill f 
tay unto you,] Ii i-^ 
easier for a eaim.'l ii 
go throiigb ihi' evi- 
of a tieedir* th.in 1ui 
a rich nun In oiiti-i 
r.nto the kinc^Iuiii id' 
God. {M*t' MX 
24. LiihB XVIII 


And when In', 
[disciplfb heaul it,] 
Yhev were [i-*i\>.d- 
higly .uiiazed, tind] 
asloinshiHl out of 
measure, saying a- 
niong Ihcuiselvc'-, 
Who then can be 
saicd’ [Mat XIX 
'2o. Lujik \\ Ill 
2C.] 


•> KrMer’jiiT a camel to go tkra^k Ok tv* 
pj a HI edle-l TheopItyUct, andafter hiof ■ 
boiiio other critics, for xsjLcsKsyrcadsn^i- 
wbielt they cxplaifi of, u cvSlt fopi. 
whirh might appear niora fitly to be mwn- 
iioucd as what not pass thiOHgh u 
steed'e'e e^e. Others vfcry precarnrti'sty as- 
birt, that there w<.s near JcrusaU'in a low 
;:nte called (he ui'cille’s eye, tluonch 
'Oui'b a camel cooM not piSS uplcbs liii 


load were taken off. But 1 see no ira- 
son for departirig'from tbe ftfefeivodread- 
tug ^nd interpretation; Aor i»iheto anv 
thing ifi thifi pTO\erbial e'!fIii'e^ion,t as ii 
bore ajtsiods,'but what is very ai.'.reeable to 
the eastern taste, and may be paralleled. 
Ill other Jewish wnttrs. Sue Ur. light- 
loot’s Hor. Hebr. on Mat ms. 24, when 
it ^ ^hewn there was a Jewish proverb 
the same purpoEft of (he uleptun* 



What is impossible with men^ is possible with God. 



27 And Jesus But Jesus^ looking stedfdstly upon them, saith secv” 

'»'*'*»«<•» >■' « ‘"■ieol 

With men [this Is] ana the strength of cornt^ nature alone ^il 
impossible, but not not be Sufficient to encounter sueb difficuUies X. 

bod ®‘iKse; #«< it is mt impwble «*A CJaJ tb: 

possible, (Luke, even animatetlieif hearts against tbem:^^r bis^grace 
tiie things winch are has ail almighty energy, and^t'M God all things 
impossible with p^ssilde W^s irAicA cn'wost 

xvm. C 7 ] iwiwsri'WcwtVA^M,andsebiiiso insurmountable 

tp numan strength ^to hei^j^ooed utterly im- 
priu:ticable; 'to him tBfereifte tei, the rich and 
pocrtr^oit^ theit suppiications^'^jit each may be 
rehd^ed ‘ sup^'tor to the snare's^ which attend 
their respect! ve circu mstanccs. 

28 Theappter[an- Then Pekv^pepHed^ and with some warmth 28 

cWvred, and] began and C0rtfideilfc)b tegm’to SUV unto him, Well, 
wphJve ieftdT;iS Master,we, have done wh^t this youth, 
h.n'p followed thee! hopeful as be seemed, had not the resolution 
[Whatshall we have'to'jo; for thouj^h iwdfeed we bad not much, we 

xfrarilUxvin. that we bad in the world, 

i;s.] " * and have at aJlfadvcflitures fdloKtd thee with the 

sincerest zeal and affiection: u'hat reward shall 
We therefore havef for we persuade ourselves, 
thou wilt not permit us finally to be losers in 
thy cause. 

Mai. XIX. 28 . And Jekus in^tbmng saU 'to them, Yo}i \Tiky ^at 

:'”di'«r,L‘SSS <)“i»«?<* “p®" “ “■?' ,i'V‘ "')* 

vetiiy I aay unto >oupd upon the whoUi to iiavc acted the wisest 
vou, that ye whwh part; iav verily I say unto^ov, and assure you 
have followed me ift j, 21iat VOU who havc followed me in my hu* 
a legenera ion, length be distinguished by 

proportionable honours; and in the great reno~ 
vation oi ail things,' when all 'the children of. 


‘ In tiir‘ 'teat rpiiova/ion of ail things.^ 
I ba\(, I'lven what appears to tab the 
most natural sepbe of this difilcaltpas* 
Stage Mr. Fietning agrees with our 
transUtoih in connecting the words iv <ri| 
vaXtyymffio, with the preceding clause; 
and paraphrases the verse thus, As for 
" you, vty apostles, who have followed 
me til ||us new s^ate of the oliurch, 
whuhis4o.he brought to the. birth, 
*' when 1 am to ascend to heavan, that 
“ I mav govern the world from ihenre 
“ hv' inv word and Spirit, ye shall be to 
“ the whole Christian church what the 
" twelve heads of the tnbm were of old 
the Jewish nation: iny folio weri shall 


appeal to your decisions, as the rule 
** of their faith and practice.*’ (Fleming’., 
Christtdogy Vol, J. p. 28 } But ic seems 
plain to md, that our Lord ref<T.s in Uie 
following words to the time of final re¬ 
tribution, which he elsewhere mentions 
as that in which be should at on the 
thione qf kis ghry. Mat. xxv. .31, 32 —Mr. 
Pierce (on Ueb. i. 5.) follows BremiiiH 
in expounding the regeneration of the 
time when Christ should be it wnc) 
begotten agmn by his temmetton from the 
dead; but the criticism seems very un 
natural, and the objection mentioui'd 
above, lies against it ni its full force,— 
Hie laboured argument which Dr. 'I'liotiw:' 



Vi^ '^ppslles shall judg€ tlve:iimlve tribes of Israel 

I ' 

sgcT. God shall, as it w.em, be born atiev frdrtj their theSoo of man 

si«n pat 

fairest forms .to receive them, ana ine Son oj bhaU $it uptiiutweive 


Mark 
X 29 . 


XIX29. mail presiding over that aiigwst asaembty, shaU thrwms, jurying the 
sii OH the throne of his glory, above x. 29' 

the highest angels of God, yait aUto^ my^itihtul~Lo«KXViit.« 9 .—i 
apostles, shall sit aroi^nd >ne upm 
tnrom,^ Judging thj twe^' tribes of Israelt 
concurring joyfully with me ih ti^ j^tehce 
which shall then befK»sscd on the Jewish tialioh, 
and on all the pfof^ssW morabers of tny church; 
as the)? have^^eO'«ioeer^/or,feithles^ia,their 
profesidon, an^ hi the observance t'h^^ JaiVjt; 

which,you, by authority from me, thekettal^^' 
ed Sovereign, shall have givpQ them.' 

./fjfi/though some peculiat^l^ 3 ^r<b am rd» Ma#* x.-^‘2y. 
served for y«q, with rdgavd 'totfyoat^ apostoUc tif kit 

character, yet there ts no man in any state br iioiwfi, or bnthrcji, 
colidition of life, whether in this 'or in any future or swteis, or laihor, 
ago of the worlil, who hath Ml. or shall hore- “SS.o'ltofc 
after leave, hi.s house or brethren, or jitsters,or {i,pke, for the kin;,- 
father, or mother, or Xi'ife;or'ChiidreH,or lands i dom of God's sake, 
in one word, none who shall' undergo the loss Z 

of any temporal advafttag 0 s//«r« 1 f/f» ^ the ibo^ soi,pel\ [Mai 

kingdom of God, fr/wf-fV,] for nam^s sake 29 — Lu k a 

iQand the gospel's} Sut he shall npem wani- ^'gi'Si^ueihaiire- 
fold more for it, in the inward satisfaction ami ctn e [Loke, mam. 
divine consolations uttbnd>ngfeal're|igion'vrt/yfa} foWmorp, yta,] an 
oven an hundredfoldi, mw in tkU prese^Wime, 
more than ail the comfort he cbold iTmuraify 'Snfi, houses, and 
have found in houses, and k*ethren,^nd sis^rs, httuneiisand shtcib, 
and mothers, andchildren^andkr^): atteh shall 
he the delights W a good e^seienc^^i ftftid the *jtu' persecutions, 
secret niarnfcstations of divh^ a^xepiilnd^anH 
favoQf, which shall minglo the^maWvcS tcith 
air the persecution^ liO, ^li^,hCfbi''«iJd^re;* 


Burnet doducrsftooiIioncB, topro/eihik Uon} but speaks to the vholc body of 
renovation «f the earth at aim, inilion< tl^a^osUss in^vnnls whichbekuew would 
fiiuni, IS vary precsftuiiai ‘dnce.Uifi {i*^a«oomttli .bed to the far j^rester pait 
v nrd^ uilt so fairly adtpit of niKtUi^r, tbosnlM-whoni they worn w^dressed. 
fense, icterrtog them to the gnneralii'er reetivg-^kn mw trt 

btinci’Lion. See Burnet’s Th^ry, VoU ^4^u«ni tme,—v>ith Dr. 

11 p. 229^^. hfattiey, injns VcFnaculH Sacro, p. 18, 

ih iwtlof dhiwiej-} Dur proposes a very difecent temnii of thi. 

J.ord viwknou tlitit .hidas would fall potiodi sis. " Though kt maif not rermt' 
trum biwplTice and dignity} hnt as Mat. “ [tor an huntked Ml, (or a 

ihiat'filled 1)13 plant', and so sto<)4 i>i* suificient recooipence) tioui in l/a, 
rjilud to the promisp, he did nai think. It time, koussi, bnthnn, wd s iieu, 
di to enter into any paitu'ular dutiuc- “ and:’'m'/im, and childien, and hnd^ 



They that leave all for. .Christ shall be ^reat gainers. 23S 

and in the world to wlicn they AS they will quickly be, sect, 

etornafi^c *” Mat ** wtrld tQ yome he fholl mkeirii everlasting CXXKVIU 
XIA\— 29 .**' Lu*» life* aqd be for ever enjoying that heppiness 
xviu. 30,1 ' which God has prepArw for all his clMldreo, x. :jo 
, • espeoiftlly for such heroic souls as those, when 

(dl earthly relations are ceased^ and tlte world 
itself U dissolved. 

ii But many that jBut such will he l^e issu^ and event of things .11 
are first shall be last j tihal -y/WiteV {^ho flrf*] first m 

advABt^es and prjvjtos^they enjoy, sAof/, 

.> 0 .] detwitha^noing this, fall others, and be 

to f.tlie grewt day of aecoantsr $ and those 
wbo.fiii’e Mr la^iishll prov*e> iif this respect to 
Jirst : |or some, from whom it might be 
least expeetpd^ .shall embrace the gospel, and 
.courag^iualy ^he greatest hardships for 

it; whikfolbersA with far greater, advantages, 
sh^l ^q}<k:ii4‘and, under much stronger cn> 
gageiuents, shall desert it. 

IMPROVEMiENT. 

Who can behold, without weeping eyes and a bleeding heart, 
this Iweljf youth perishing in sin /® What could have appear¬ 
ed more promising than this solicitous emcern about eternal ly'e, 
ill Dk young Trim ^ich io the possessions and high in the honours 
of the present world! ' To seo him running mth such eagerness 
to the feet of a Redeemer ^ kneeling dmn with .such humihtv be¬ 
fore him, calling upon him hy.so honourable a titlOf and pruh's- 
sing so sincere a desim of instruction, could not but lead us to 
conclude, Surely thismofi ’ 0 >as not far from the kingdom of (rod;2L 
nor do we wonder that Jesus beholding him loved him, ^V'hu 
would not have loojced on such an object' with cuinplaceney ! 

Who would not have expected that pleasant plant should 
have brought forth grapes i but behold, it brought forth wild 
g tapes > {Isa. v. 2.) 8u Itave we seen, in the compass perhaps 
of onr small observatiejp and experience,* many a fair blossom 
fall withering to the ground, oo have the hopes of ministers 

“ yet a//«/fweittWA [f4<7a tiivy^oy], an<^ ■ iMoly youth perishiag m tin.] Di, 

“ in the vorldto ame, he shall receive Watt’sexccllent Sermon im this subjiM’t, 

** rtirnal' But 1 neither think ami with this title, will, l doubt not, lie 

the auUiorhy of '1 h-xiphylact suffinieot reixiliected by multitudes on tins ocra- 
tu warr.-tnt the substituting Siinyf^ei fur sion. Thereisso much beauty and (.lathio, 
i<wy|L4,ujv; nqt can 1 And any saUefactory so much wisduin and piety i it. that 1 
i'\aiiiplo of such an ellipsis as this ver- could wish it might be attenti ely pern- 
.Sion supiKisCS in the original, if that va* aed, especially by every ore <if my 
rtjtion were allowed; to which ve may y(>ung<.r reudert , for I would iiope Uicrv. 
uili], that the parallel passages bplh m are few tapablu of readiii<r t uitbmit 
N'.ttihcw and I.uke he .airongiy against some serious imprcssioas 
! ii- vftsion proposed 



334 Reflections on the hopeful ^th forsaking Christ, ' 

W.CT. and pttrentSy and other reli^ifus friendsi been disappointed with 
xmmi. respect to many young persons, adorned with a variety of ami¬ 
able qualiftcations, yet lacking one thing and parting with Christ 
when put to the trial, after all the regard they have shewn to his 
name} and all the pleasing expectations ‘ they have given of a 
willingness to serve him. O my reader, whoever thou 

art, 1 earnestly pray that thou may«st npt be added to that num¬ 
ber • i 

Vcr. This unhappy 3//7i^Mnjagined himself an the .certain icay of 
fl9, QQsalvation because he^was free^from,the staitm of fraud and injus¬ 
tice, of adultery a)nd*fheft} of pcrjuiiy and murder, or any other 
gross and infan^tts^sin. But^old, hi^ awful a method Christ 
takes tf) open ilO'hitn that Sincerity of lieasf yrhich he seSms 
himself not to have kiiovvnw Observe, how sta^ge^'a command 

21 he gives him, to sell all, and dfsirsbute td.ihe poor. We cannot 
say that the very same is dirocflyi Ir^uwed of us; yet, by ibis 
order that was given to him, we-^re <MjUged to part with our all 
when it cannot be preserved with a gpOd.conscience ; and by 
the general rules of Chridtimlty, and by its futidamental pre¬ 
cepts, we are in duty bound, conscientiously to use, not only a 
Utile part of our substance, hot even the whole of it for God, as 
staeards who are another day to give Up^a strict account for ail. 
And if we like not GAm/ and,off these terms, our <?»</will 
ill' no better than his. Of hnu'we read, that after ail his mora- 
luv, and all his v.cal, he wdM tfWtfy from Christ* {though sorrow¬ 
ful.) because he had great possessions. Oh doar-bought wealth, 
which was the price of his soul! 

22 iet us look u^n hiin} and. receive instruction; let us learn to 
be upon our guard against'/AiV veifn w&rld, tbatspeciouS'Ao'/c/, 
who hath cast down many wounded; yea:, ntany strong vien have 
been slain by her; (Prov. vii. 2€.) - How universally are riche<i 
desired, how eagerly are they pursued, by persons in all stations, 
and of all professions of life v,Yet what they generally prove, 
but shining mischief and gilded ruin! If we bdieve the incar- 

' mxe wisdom of God, They make'^r saUiitim exceeding hazar- 
dms." Yet who does -not wisfa'for themWho does not think 
23, '25 that be has wiadom and grace enough to^nd the danger ? But 
God knows othemisc,' and therefore, he keeps, or makes, so nia- 
* ny 'of his children poor. —Let them coniSmted with their safer 
state ; and let,, those who are rkh be importunate wirl? Cod fm 
those induences of his grace .^ichi can effect those ,t|ul]igs that 
iirc impossible wit h Ttien. \ ■ , 

27 On the whole, let us not think much of any thing which 
Christ demands, knowing that whatever we may lose, or what - 
ever wc may resign, we shall gain far more by tiis favour. The 
29 testimony of a good conscience before biro, a life of friendship with 
Cod, the consolations of his Spirit, and the hopes of his glory, 



The parable ctf tka^^boiirers in the vineyard. QdS 

■ / VM 

will yield, even for the present, an hundred-fold more satisfaction sbct.- 
than the possessions^of'the greatest riches^ or the enjoyment 
•the most tender and beloved relaims. How much more abun- 
dantly then will all be repaid in the heavenly stale.> And, if we ' 
.cannot trust the protnise of our Lord for it, we are no more real 
Christians than if we wcil'e publicly to worship mammon, or Plu¬ 
lus, with all the idolatrous rites of the ancient heathens. 


, •. ' * • ■'si ‘•S' 

aECT; cxxxyiit 




Christ, by the parable ^jthe labourers in theviM^ard, mrtis the 
Jews 'agaiif 4 ^ 4 nvm »0 the Gentiks those eqml pyivilleges to 
•which they b$ called. 'ttt the Messiah's kingdom. Mat. 

XX. 1—16. 


I 

..*1 i 


MAT. XX. J. 
jrrOB. the kingdom 
uf heavcu is like 
unto II man that is 
an householder, 
which uent out early 
III the iiiomiog to 
lure lalxturcrs into 
his rinevaid. 


ir j-’ 


‘2 And when he had 
agreed with the 
Lomei's for a penny 
a dny, lie tionl ibem 
into hiL. iiboyard. 

.S And he went 
out about the thud 


^ AT. XX. 1. 

TN c^ef to.illustrate the observation wliich our sect. 
■ Lord .bad just l}een making, “ that many wbo‘'"t*'‘i 
were first should be last, and many last shoulil 
“ be first,” he added the following parable, and 
said, I'bis will be found to be the case in many * 
instances; for the ki^damof heaven, or tho 
gospel-dispensation, is like, or may be fitly re¬ 
presented by the similitude of a man •'■ that was 
\he master of a family^ mho went out early in 
the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard, 
at the time wben.tlie vintage was to be gatheivd 
lu. And' hatfng agreed with the labourers Jor 2 
the usual price of a denarius, or Roman penny, 
a day,^ he sent ihefrti into his vineyard, to be em¬ 
ployed there in his service. 

And going out again ahmt the third hour ^ 3 


• ^ L like, or may be Atly reprosea^ 
by the ^inlll^tude of a man.] .See oot^* 
on Liiko vii. 32, Vol. I. p. 382.—Those 
wlio aie acquainted with UiB .eastern man- 
nur-s know, that this parable is exactly 
suited to them in a variety of cirenm- 
stances, which many learped cominea- 
tators have obi^med, but whitb it dpes 
lint Kcem netiiMiuiy to' ehuinerate here. 
h(*«* iVtav. Bcigniiat. Tfaeolug. Vol. L p. 
JOi, A’ seq. 

*> A denarius, or,Poinaiv peai^, a diOf.} 
It seems from hence, that this (nhich was 
lu \ahie about seven-pence halfpenny of 
oiii money) was the usual price of a day’s 
Mjivii'e among the Jewsj as Tacitos’tells 
11 ' it was among the Kunfans- (Aubal. 1. 

“ ' It 11 tlirrcfoie instly mentioned, 


Rev. VI. S, as a proof of the great scarcity 
bf'provisions, when a measure or chxuix 
of wheat, whieh was the usual allowance 
to one 0 ^ for adayr'-and was about an 
English quart, was sold at that puce. 

f About the third Auut.} Oi. Whitby iii 
his Paraphrase ex^laiDsUin first call in the 
morning, of the earliest day.i of Chust's 
preaching, that of the third hour, da re- 
terring to the mission of the apostles n hen 
they were first sent forth to pieach aiiteng 
the Jews: those of the sixth and niutli 
hours, of their preaching the gospel, atu r 
the descent or the Holy Ghost, to the 
Jews In Judea, and then to the disiicr'ud 
in other parts ■ and that ot the ch \ enth 
hour, of the calling of the (h ntilcc: hut 
this seems an exces-iiic nicety of dis. 



236 77<<? labourers ere kirtimt d^erent 

sECt; (or at nine in the mornings) Mesam othem Hand- ***“•'» and saw oUicc# 
i^XKfiil ifnernplo^ed in the market, whew it vfras cus- Sl^Spilfce. *" 
toniarjr fur berv»»?t»‘*<> stand, in ordeic to.tbeir be- / 

XX, \ jii^ hired. J^d^he rndto fkm. Gage alsamio 4 And said unto 
the vineverd, and whatsoever dp;the-rfiw»»flrA/tf thcmi GoycaJsoin- 
value^four lahoflr,''. / .toV/ be aire JOW- “bMoS"’ir‘.’ight 

And thejj wnt amg to their nrorlt ftoy i w|n give you. And 

more nartfcnlar agreeinentj^,^ , ti)ejr went thur way. 

5 Ana ai^ain going dut abdut thfi^sixih e^4 ninfhK. 5 Again he went 
tor (oret noon,*rMintteefl^n.);S‘£,;3 
he did the same,^^&. sem^ojEners to-Miforik on toe likewise, 
saine geiiemi |^mi$e tbeoi;;^ n^mh 

as they could retsonably exp^. ^ ^ 

C Am once more, about, the ekpenth And about ifao 

. at five in the afternoon,) go^joyit of his house, 
he returned tuitbe <»?A<fr5.othV standing idSj, 

standing unemployed: end he sdm'ia them,. Why and saiui unto them, 
Vfo ye stand here and do notfamgT Do choose 

thus to trifle away youf time, and continue rAe ? ^ n^yLy unto 

T whole day unemployed?^ They say^io him, No; hiu9,B«causenomau 
but we continue here, leeaam mane has hired **ired ui. ijc 
to an,y kind of labour. Then he sayito them, yeS»?nto?he"I’ine“ 

■ ■ Go ye also into the vineyard^ where you may be yaid, and whatsoever 
employed, and vAiatsawer tA fit and veaeomhh rc 

to be given for your labour^ j/au ohali reeem* 

8 AW a'Aenewniwg was come {oral six o!clock,) ® ^ ?''®“ 

• , P * -j ff j was conic, the Ixird 

the time when workmen were paid oJt^ and sent jj,g vineyard sauh 
homo, the loud of tlwj$meywu^^^s to Mis stew- unto his steward, 

ard, Cali /A<? AzAcurers who hifc been working CaU the iabo«reis, 

in tile vineyard, and^pay them their Ac- te®icginmn”iVom 
ginmngfrom tfiptewho were the r4Uit hired, and the last unto the first. 
60 going on evcH W fAc^rsr. 

9 J^udmvhigttbisbeepoipdciredtopresentthem- 9Aod when they 

solto, /to .ccotdinglJ't(ra« who 

[wfi'e hired] about tho eUvenih.hpilsl, and |o bad jiour; they received 
chrered last into the vineyard, ^key i^fetbem e'<!i7 «»«^ penny- 

receivedtio l^tilian^ geftny^dtsd master^ifeviug 

** " ' ' ‘ 

, , -r t 

»liilction.-<-Tha Jews Wep retdy< to look et^undigoi^than the believing Gentile- 
upon themselves with (ioniphi<!eBoye,9S a ' inany of wBolg met with much the same 
pciiple »bo had Ibr many adhered i; trentinenton r^iF ^mbran^UirisUani* 
to the worship of the truc O^, kitd,io ty.. <Sco I ThesS, iL 14, ' 

some period» bad endorod gwst f Whetta^per n r^naiw.f So I think 

ties out of a regard to it j. M|d it soems t^ word l/gMirr may he,rendered, Phil. i. 
tmtitrni to interpret, what ,is said fver. l'; Cpl, iv. 1 j and 2 Pet. i. 13; and tha' 
12,) of imrinff /As iufdim oniMal <d h wgoMii^, pot only what a person may 
dny, with, a reference to thin, rather than inguly cUim, but what he might equita- 
to any peculiar hardship which the>ear- bly cx{iect from a person of honour and 
her ronyerts among Ihe Jews might'have humaiiitv. 



The first murrmir that the^hst receive as much as thn/. 237 

directed they should be thus generously re- sect. 

tvarded* 

• 10 But when the upou seeing this,’ vohen those who were 

pSpd*™th*t*^ Sr working all the day,xx. lo. 

•Swuid b»crecmv3 cme lor'be paid^ tk^ rcekmed with tfaemseires 
mure: an^they like- {hat the§ sh^dfinve WtfiW^fconsidcrably more ; 
msi- received every Were olso paid the same, and only re- 

^ii a^wLh they, teheed ever^ one a ^nd when the^ had 11 

had received ii, they {tV J iiv^d oC'i)ei% satisfied with what 

munniired againat ^8si«ji<t(ijfeecl'theai, iheu^murei aguimf the 

W wBo to «rk, 

l‘i Saying, These ottid Trfl^ tkgse Itihured hut 

but (jT^h J^*****^ awitktnt'hast nmd^'^em equal in the 

thoVbStSe have-reeeived to m, vko have 

equal untu us, which bofng' and gone through all 
havcboni^ t^e •jwvthlp the dm trow morning to 

t;.""sight. ■•.'•-'F . . ' 

i 1} But he answer- Ae’oathiiy anenferedand/said tome fthentf i:; 

fd one of them, and who spok«'iti ttto nAme,of chft rest, Friend j it is 
iS'no"™^ didst most appfttentvtbat / do notih any degree 
not tiioii agi«c with Jure theCy or Sny of thy companions : didst not 
me fur a penny > agree with mt to labour all the day for a 

ji Take thni ihine penny^ aiid hast-thotbuot received it ? Take 11 
0 , and go thy way : lohet is justlv tktne^ and be ganef without pre- 
fio*' fi'.'ritendhig to-'dictate to roe in an aitfair wherein 
thcc. thou hast n«y manner of concern; for / will do 

as' I see fity aud give to this last man, who came 
15 Is it n.it lawful jn but an hoQr-agQi),4£%re^^y I do to theeJ And^:' 
iiTith a complaint? 

Is it not lawful Jar me to do what I mil with 
what is undoubtedly wwciMt'ji property ? s What 


for 
w ill with 


' Ihcij mvmured agiiitsl tbs lasitrrqf 
ike home. ] I'hht this Was th*> case of thp- 
•Jews, 'ipon a general netioa of the Qeav 
tiles bt-mg; according to the CKris^fjt’ 
schi-nie, intended to be pawtakerg wiclf 
tliein 111 the same chundi.^privileges, is 
plain ftonw a variety uf scriptures. See 
Acts XI ?, 3; xiii. 45—50j xvii, 3^13; 
xviii. C, 13; xxii. *21, 3^} xxviih' 31^; 
Horn. XI. 29; ^and 1 Thess. U. Id. * 

•' / teal ^Oe io ibis hat even nt 6>' ttee.J 
Sinre no miiionuriiig can happen among 
the blessed this muht refer to the (ilibe> 
lievingJews; but as ‘ it iwcertain,they 
will have nu place in the kingddto of 
hujvun, wc plainly sec that it would be 
very absurd to pretend to draw doctrin* 
•'ll consequences from every incidental 
'irriiin.fft im'e of a par.ible. 


9 uuteed, u ifviot lenn/ulfot me to dn 
vAat / mM vaik mine lwh Tiiat the 
' 'particle n may thus be rendered, /Inii iu- 
tM, bee been observed before, note*, ou 
Mat. vii 9. Vol. I. p. 244.—'And as to 
what iehei!esugg<;iit(^^nieny spnpturos 
dechne etcpresslyy ill4 God at the gn at 
day will rendiT At every one accortling to 
hit mdss ehd inliaiate that there sl>all bet 
an'exact correspondence between every 
man’s ctuilractcr atidr the reward winch 
{tbrougb the riches of Divine gra<‘v) shall 
ithem be bestowed, that it would be ver> 
iinveasonaibir, ffdoi' such a civcum'Aaiicc 
as this in the parable, toitifbr the vonti ary 
But if any should maintain, that ail tlie 
favours of Divine Providence and grace 
must now be dispensed only itt |ir>porMott 
to the wisdom and goodness of the jier^ 



W hut (he master 7nay do xohkl he xvUl xoithhis own. 

SECT; if I pleased to give it to one vybo had done no- l* thine eye evjl, 
cxxuviji. thing at all for it? Is thine eyeevil^ Of dost 
thou look on with an envioys and malignant 
15 , countenance, became I am so that put of 
compassion to these poor men I freely giir^them ^ 

'I > what they could not justly have cknufd'^ 

16 And thus said Jesus at the coiicltikion of this So the last shall 
parable,. You see (as I have just been teBihg 
you, Mat. xix. 30.) there ^are. some who seemed culled, but few 
to be the last in privilege^, and advai^tj^e?, who 
shall be first tp the-i'ewiilrd ,aifd haj^phljftjss ihat 
shall be given 'to l^em; dSi^, op the oti|e^ handj 
there are many in those respects the first f who., 
shall be last. And this ]$ a remark peculiarly ’ . 
applicable to the Jewish nkio%^^,]|vbi|> .will mur* 
mur at the .cjilling of the equal dig'* ~ ' 

nities and privileges with themselves, and on 
that account will reject the- gospel, and perse- , 
cute you the preachers of it i fior though many 
are calledy and the messages of. salvation arc 
sent to vast multitudes, even, to ail the thou- 
.sands of Israel, yet there |re biUfew chosen; 

■a small remnant only will epibrace the gospel 
. so universally offered, and- so. be saved accord¬ 
ing to the election of grace, (Rom. Xi.'5.) while 
the rest will be justly disowned by God, as a 
punishment for so obstinate and 60. envious a 
temper. . , ' , 


son cofncemcil, I apprehend they would 
.argue directly contrary to the whole de- 
Kign of this parable, and to vbat daily 
a[ipears fxi be fact, uh(ch therefore can¬ 
not give way to eny hypothesis. 

ft thine eye evil ^ Hero is an evident 
reference to that malignant aspect which 
js gcnprcjly the attendant of a selfish and 
envious'teinMr. 

> PeculiiC^ ap^tlitoblc to the Jewish 
nation. ] 'fhe remare itself is fvr more 
e.\tensive, as I intimate ^th in the para^ 
phrase and improvement Bnt as ibis 
was a memorable instance of it, so it is 
plainly what ChrisvBad immediately in 
ills view. ; ,\ 1 

k Mmy are called. Ht'fewefmen.1 Oro* 
tins has a very learned add ingenious 
note Oil this text; bnt no genius Of learn¬ 
ing ran bc sufficient to pro^•e what he 
to intend, that person* arc called 


the chosen of God, merely with respect 
to tire Oivi^ complacency in thimi on 
account of some distinguished t inuc and 
excellej^. Compare DCut. Mi. fi—8; 
IX.6 '; Jotm*tr.,l6i Actsix. 13,15 j Kom. 
xi. S,’ 6{ and* I John iv. 19.—To tinder- 
atand. the clipression here of chohen and 

Le Clerr, Dr. 
Wallf'.aitd others do,is quite IQ 
contradict dc^^n of the parable-. On 
that supposi^dn ’ .the maalScr must 
have ifanf, “ Tlieite last have done ns 
** much in one'hour as you in many; or 
“ I choite them',, because I knew they 
*^<r«re>men renia^^t^lc w^tilwir dill¬ 
s'" geRt9!.”.''rtH8 w-'the tuth which the 
“TalmudkU havegiyen to the namble in 
their insipid imitation of it- which may 
be seen in l)r> I.ightfoot, Hor. Hch. on 
Mat. XX- 1 



? 

'Rejlectim oumr.^ui^ improve ow' privileges. 


IMPBOVteMENT: 

May we by divine grace appear in the happy number of those, «ect^ 
who are not only cailea, but chosen too ? If we are Jirst in p#i-”‘**v*ii| 
vileges and opportunities, let us be careful that our improvement 
*bt‘ proportionable; otherv^iae we shall be last, and see ourselves * ”, 
another day exceeded, and perhaps condtunned, by those who 
stood in a r^nk much below us. ^ 

We are called to a course of holy h^our^ even to work in our i j 
Lord\^ vineyard, or in every station, whether public or private, 
to do our utmost to promot^the glory pf Oodtfbd the happiness ■ 
of mankind- Let us nUV 'with so many calra and so many 
vantages, stand all the.day idle t but let us be active and patient, 12 
and cheerfully willing to hear all the burden and heat of ^he day i 

■ill so good a cah^e; knowing that ere Jong the evening mil come^ 8 
and that he who employs us skitbj;^1 cmne quickl^^ and 
tny reward is with to man according as his 'work 

shall be. (Rev.-xxii. 12 .) ''' ' i 

T-et such as have lojlg neglected the great business of life beg 
encouraged with this thought, that some were called at the elc- .1 
icnth hour: but let none presume on their having such a call, 
nor strain the parable so far as to imagine, that an equal reward 
awaits all, without any regard to their characters or improve- ' 
ments; which is most contrary to the reason of things, to the 
word of God, and to the great intent of that day which is io 
rcmler to eve^ man according to hts deeds. (Rom. ii. 6 .) 9 

Tin* Genhles are indeed now called to equal privileges with 
the to which this circutiistance of the parable refers: and 
we all see how odious a temper it was in that favourite nation to n, 12 
be offended with the gospel uii that account, which should rather 
have recommended it to their-more joyful acceptance. Let us 
be careful to avoid every degree of enwv, whoever may be put 
on a level with us, or preferred to us. Let us acknowledge the 15 
sovereign right of God to do what hc will with his own, and let 
not our eye be evil because he is good’. To prevent this, let us ' 
labour alter that unfeigned to the brethi'en which nevtT will 
allow us to repine at their advancement to the gjeat^t,privile¬ 
ges, but Will engage us to behold tho favours xHat are shewn 
iliein vvith delight and satisfaction, and to reidke in their honour^ 
and iiappmess as our own. So shall wc exchange the b^est and 
uto,-.t unes^y human nature^for that which is of ait 

')!her,s the noblest and the most delightful.’ * 
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While Jesus teas beyond JpjfMdfi, Lazarus k skk. 


SECT. CXXXIX. 


Our Lordf hearing of the sickness of his friend I^azatus^ aid aj~ 
Urtcards knowing that he was dead^ determines to go from the 
country beyond Jordan to Judea^ fmugh against the persuasion 
if his disciples. John XI. 1—16. 


$i;cT. 

<-XXXiX. 


John XI. L 

JUOJV while Jesus was on the other side Jor- 
^ dan, whitber«tie retired wheh be left 
John Jftusalern (J<^ N. 40, ^ct. cxxxi^;K ‘ihefe was 
.VI. 1 . one iMZnrus^ jBethanyf^hie^wsi&^\s& the town 
of Mary^ and Martha her sister^ who was sick of 

2 a very dangerous distemper. And, by the way 
it i.s to be observed, that' it wdt [that] Mary 
»;Ao afterwards at a public eniertainment, in tes^ 
timonyof her high regard and' veneration for 
him, anointed the Lord with a most precious 
ointment^^ and wiped his feet with her hair^ 

3 whose brother Lazarus was sick. The sisters 


JOHS XI. 1. 
j^UW am'tain ninn 
nas Mclc, immtd 
Lazarus of llethnny, 
the town of Mary 
and her MSter Mar¬ 
tha, 

' 2 (It was that Ma¬ 
ry which anointc d 
the Ldtd with oint- 
haent, and wiped hi^ 
f«er with her hair, 
whore brother Laza¬ 
rus was suk ) 

S Therefore his si • 


therefore, full of concern for their diseased bro- 

1^1* iw jf.* 1 Lorfit 

ther, kiiownig where Jesus was, sesU to him, and hewhomthoa lo^st, 
said, Lord, we beg that thou wbuldst be pleased »sfit h. 
to favour ns with a irtstti* Whatever difHculties 
may lie in the way; for beftold he, whom thou 
so tenderly lovest, eVen Lnzarus tby friend, 
so exceedingly ill, that, without thy interposi¬ 
tion for his deliverance, nothing but death can 
be expected. 

4 Jiut when Jesus heard [«], He said. This sick- f When je^nsheard 
ness is not designed by providence/& end in his 
death, and final removal out of tlits world 


^ ft Kos thill AJaxy vtho amnled tka Lord 
Ktik Some commentators have 

sapposed' that thi^ refers to the story 
}at(d, byi Ihike, c^ap. vii. 31, A' lef. 
(sect. Ixt) and ha^ argued from thence, 
that Mary Magdalene, whoifi they thinic 
to b« the‘patron thern described as a wo- 
“ man that Was a sinnw, was the same 
with this Mary, tjie sistdr of Lazarus. 
But it seems moch more pridiabic, that 
John biinself should mentlda Uih fafi^' 
that he has here, reforred to; which, 
if he has done at all, it must be that 
which he relates, John xii. 3, Sf teg. 
(sect. c\ly,) where there can be ho doubt 
but that the persbt) who performed this 
instance of respect to Christ das Maty, 
the sister uf I azaiUi,, alio was of Betha¬ 
ny near .JciD-alein, and ibireforc must 
he difl’eteii* fi'jiii Mary Magdalene, who 


was of Magdala.-a town of Galilee at a 
-dopaiderable distance. Nor is theic any 
"jll^oud from scripture to conclt.ile that 
Mary Ma^alene was the person uho a-- 
noiattd Christ in Luke, which apprar> ra¬ 
ther to be there described as the action 
ofOfWpmap of Naim, where Christ ic- 
Stored the widow’s bon to life (Luke \ii. 
3^;. (('nnpare note•» on Luke vm ‘2, 
Vol. I. p. 334.)—Inside* tUo stones arc 
relaied with siiebdhlhKiUt cjrcunistanci s, 
that it is strange they should be taken 
for the satoe ; ana as Luke no where 
telh us tliat the person ho speaks nf w.i 3 
named Maryjs lo neither have vc auy 
rea-on to suppose that the same pt'csun 
bhniild anoint him twice. . 

This iich'iess is not In tU ath, &e. | ('oni- 
pare Mat’ ix. '24, and Maik v. 39, ' t>l. f- 
p. 399.—Our loid afterwaidb so fully c s.- 



He tarries two dayf before he sets ant for Judea. 241 


■JtJtli, but fur the 
j'lory of (Jid, that 
tlieSonof f;od might 
be glorified thereby. 


5 Now Jesus l(«ed 
.'dartha, and her sis- 
r"r, and Lasr-ariis. 


6 When he had 
heard tlieKtiire that 
he A as Mck,he abode 
'Au days sMil ib the 
•ame place where lie 

7 I’ll! n after that, 
fraiili li*’ to hi\ (libi'i- 
pli'S, I.ei us go into 
.luiita neaiii, 

8 y/ji diseiph'b sjy 

uriio hmi, M.i-jtiT, 
of ldl< 
'■ouglil lo ston thuf 
aiiilg'iist Ihou thi- 
•lic'i dg un ? 

? Jes'is inswered, 
ti( tlicif not ruf lie 
!oin!!> in th« da\ ' Ft 
:iiiy man u.'i'k in the 
d.iy, he stiiinbk’th 
in t, liec.iiise he seilli 
I'le li^ht ut t',ls 
woi!i.l 

ill I'lit if ii men 
.11 (ik 111 iiienigl't, 1 e 
-iiiiMiliU'll, Ijciaiiso 
III le s, no I'ghl in 


but shall serve fur the remarkal,le illiistratinn of si'er. 
(he ^Lry 'J God, and ^ MiHerod to |)n*\iiil,"x’«xrx 
chiefly tvith a «k’sign./Af// the Son of God 
be glorified It, and his divine iiiisbiun most 
sijrnally confirmed. 

' Now it was well known that Jesus loved Mar- 5 . 
tha, and her sister Mary and this their brother 
Lazarus, with a peculiar afVection, and had of¬ 
ten visited them, and lodged at their lumse; and, 
in consequence of this, he was determined to or. 
der thealtair m such a manner as he knew would 
be most for their final advantage, thouoh it 
might for a while be an occasion of greater 
affliction. 

When therefore he bad heard that he was sick, 6 
he then, without declaring he had any thought 
of going to him, abode yet two days longer on 
tlie other side Jordan, in the same place where 
he was before. And then offer that, that is, on? 
tlu! third day, he says to his disciples, Let us 
now /fo back ap-ain toJudea.^ 

The disciples say unto hem, Jtabbi, it is Am/ 8 
just Tietfi ihat the Jews sought to stone thee, 

(John X. 31, sect, cxxxiv ) and dost thou intend 
so soon to go thither agam, as if it were to tempt 
the danger from which thou hast so lately with 
such thflieulty escaped ? 

Jesus answered, Are there not tieelve hours in9 
the day'* New ij any man take the advantage 
of thorn, and Witlk in the day, he is prepared lor 
all events, and does not stumble at any obstacle 
which may he in his way; because the sun is 
I lien above the horizon, and he sees the light of 
this world. Blit if any man will rather choose 10 
to walh in ike night, it is no woiuler at all if he 
stumbles ilien, buoiisc there is no light in the 


!<liiiis whal he nuaul h\ Ihis ainhigurms 
' pi I >’h, that n iilimg rcasunalilc ojn he 
'ihjf’i'lrd to It hut It IS a remiik.dbl(* irl- 
sniii'i Ilf llif- caniluMr awl lutclitv' of the 
ui here, nrrl in tliu iuicutid 

pl.ii 1 4 , >.0uxactly to ri'i'urd the i cry wonls 
of Josiis, iluuigh ttialice miglil *0 ca'^ily 

(III! .it tlitiii 

*■ l/ic) I ,ia he w/t tu his ilisrjilc'; Jko,] 
I'li'iii I'lmii •iiitig Mai tx. 17, Maik \. 

'i*', Ullll l.IlKu XVIII fit (Sfl'l (’xlll 1 
III lUV I nlii'". uifi'r, th.'it V li.it r, ii>ioi(l>d 

11 I’l I’ IU<] Ill'S |i " I I III III I'dJI] I 11 - 


t'd duriiipthp itilervil off hint’s doiav to 

go lo lieih.iny, after he Ind hpartl ilut 
I ii/arus w,i« sick but I do not tind that 
Christ went to Jeriisateni now; and it hi! 
did It bf I'lns Ihat those ci ent' happened 
in his icrv last juurnpy thither, andcon- 
si'qi'ontly should nut he intiodiicrd hi re; 
rspeciailvas they liie?k the thn ad of the 
sluiy, out of rcg.iiil to which,! flunk, 
siitne'inall traiis|iusii!ons niav Mill hi 

elluMt'd Ml oilici j 1,,;- . .i„ii i.fi ii.jiif i)i 
W'l dfll) 1 I'ji' 



11c fells hi'> disciples that Lazarus is dead. 

; SLCT. air aroii?i(l//////. In like mamicr, I am desirous, 
'cxxxi.\.a!» ] n)lil yon, to do the will of my lu’ii- 
*U#v^ veni} Kiither while the ilay of opportunity of 

I doubt 

^' ' iioi l)ui I shall thereby approve myself in his 

si<;lit, and secure his protection and favour, 

! 1 7'Jic.se things he said to silence their objec- 


tliin'j 


lions, and tt) pienarc their minds for what he H 1 

» , ,1 ' , , that, he sa.th unto 

vet concealed ; and after this, aN he perrcctly them, 'lur fneud 

knew what had passed at ih-thany, though so La^ams dei^peth, 
Trian\ unit's dismnt from it, he says to them. Our *''‘V ", * !'’^r 

Inend I azartis is j at ten.asleep; hut I am going si,.fip. 
to him,M«/ / mai^ airaken him, tiiereby rel'er- 
iii'o to his death, and io that ruising him from 
It nliicli he iiiicnded quickly to elfect. 

12 Ills dhciplcs therejore, not ajiprehending his ic Then said 
111 iiiiiig, iiiimcdiatcly said, Lord^ Ac 
naiMial'y and quit lly, as thou seemest to inti- 
mall*, hg^ll proliablj recover, and there is tlie 
less reason for tiiy running the hazard of going 
thither to heul h.in. 

n But Jesus spake this concerning his death, i.sHowboit, Jesus 
which foi many apparent reasons he chose to ^p***'^ hi- d. jUi- 
represent under tins gentle image but 
thought that he had spoken ojfhis taking rest as of taking ot n&t m 
a living man does in a common sleep. 
ll- 'fhen Jesus ihereion, that he might not hold n'lThen aui.hsui 
them aiq longer in suspeiice, or leave them un- La^^ams is de.ui, 
der a misctike, said io them plainly, Lazarus is 
15indeed dead. And, as I could not have per- ij And I am gi.id 
initted this to liave happened in my pre.'ience, 1 
am glad on your account that 1 was not there; ii,c']aJIuvc',,uj u .* 
that you may more confidently believe in me,* 
ami may find your faith confirmed by a farther 


*> For tliany appari'iit rpa';cnshf rliose 
to ropreijetif unilei tliisgi iitle ] Our 
Lout might ('bu 0 su tlii. expic^siuii of 
Ld'r<iru85i6(*piiig paitivom nftendcruc'ii, 
as (K'lng least sliorkiiig, wlioiiho bpokoof 
su d'sir a i’rit'ud, as itonier, (rfien h« 
icj'u'sfiits Aiit)l()Chus as luporling tliy 
df.ah <if Pairocliis to AihiUes ustd lit** 
won! Kulii, hi‘ i> fallrti, ralhor than hr it 
dam (Iliad, lih. x\iii. \er. 2(1 ) And 
it mn> also faithcr be considered as an 
in Uiice of 0111 Lord’s iiiodcstv hr d oii 
not iiiimcdiaii'h ay, " IJeu linil, and I 
“ iju liv ihi dliiijghti piiwer toliiirbUlie 
bonds of the scpulihie, and to eom- 


** tnaiid him b.ick to life .ngain,'’ but, 
avoidii " ,iU jiarad^ and i>st'‘iiutinii, he 
ihoobfs the siiii|j|(.3i and buinblist f\- 
piCVbiOii that r.iu be ihuui^ht of. Tins fiia' 
jcm'aik (which Mr. tJIackwcli mahrs m 
his Sacrcil t'kissifs, V ol. I p. 297,) > .nl- 
nnrahlv iiiusiiatud,>in agreat \niirty id 
parin olir-^ in the pn'-si-iil »toi i, hj the 
ingenious Dr. Lnrdnc in his \ iidiratimi 
of It. He lias tieatcd the •iib|p( t mtli ,i 
oandmir and rectitude of hi ic , qiuil to 
the iii'Ciiracy of hi ciitiial skill, .iiid 
e-cii equal to that nul.gnitj fc.d ba*^iiii.ss 
ot 'iOnl with whil h Woidstoii alt.ii ked n 



Reflections on the sickness and death of Lazarus. , 

ln-vc;) nevertheles*, remarkable display of my Divine power, in 
jcm> go uuto bim. some respects exceeding any thing you haVe^^xxxtjl 
vet seen: but let us wow go directU to hini'Ai ^ . 
fethany. 

iGThpn saidTho- Then Thomus^who was caJted DidymuSf 
mjb, ^hitiuscjiied ^ - j(;iio-^.(iificiples 1111(1 brethren in the 

lelluw dmciplps, Let apostolic otfice, hirice our deai Master will ex- 
usuisii go, that we. pose hiiiisclf to SO much danger among his in- 
jiiay die »iUi him. enemies in Judea, let iisaho go, though 

it be only that we mUy die with him ; for what¬ 
soever he may suffer, it is infinitely belter we 
should take our portion with him, even in death, 
than that we should desert such a friend iii an 
article of the extremest danger. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

How happy was this family of Lazarus in which Christ wasVer. 5, 
so Irccpieut a {jiiC'it! bow happy Lazarus and InssWS/erv, who .■i 
wore so petuliarly biloved by hmil Yetstekness and death in-b3. 
\aded that family; and this excellent man, as it should seem, in 
lionrishiiig eitcuiusiances (ver. 19,) aiiJ perhaps too lu early 
vo'uib, was snatched away on a sudden, hy what appeared a 
feVery untimely stroke. 'J'he friends of Christ must be sick and 
^U' as well others; and no man knoweth cither love^ or hatred, by 
all that is before them under the sun; (Kccles. ix, 1.) Let us 
tlierelore judge nothing before the time; (I Cor. iv. 5 ) ^'1113 
sickness and death of Lazarus was fur the glory f Cod: and 
.nay all our pt'rsoiial and domestic siifferiugs be so! “ 7o4 
“ thb, O I.ord, may our life he consecrated, and to this may 
“ owr death be subservient I We shall not ibtu led our living 
“ pangs ill ball their bilterness, when our lioaris are cMiil.uneu 
witii a zoa! tor thy glory, and when we see that even tiiose 
pangs are piomoimg it.” 

Our Lord delayed Ins coming to this dear frioiid in liis cxlrc-6 
mitv ; and perhaps it occasioned, nol only mail} an anxious, but 
many a suspieioiis ibonght liotli lo Lazarus and Ills sisiers; yet 
the iiiteiii of Mw was both gracious tmd important. Let 
ns not linn! oiir Divine ^faster as to the lime or manner of his 
appearance fur us: let us not censure him if it be for a while put 
oil. It is to exercise our faith and jiuticnce, .and to make the 
mi.Tcy more signal and more welcome. 

At length a resolution is formed to go info Judea; though but':, 3, 

X litile while ago the Jews had assaulted him, even m a sacied 
pl.KV, with burning malice in their hearts, and the instrimient*! 
ol'deaib in their bunds. But when Proudence tailed, none oj 
these f/iitii^s' could maze oiir blesse<l Ifcile-'iner, ii'iihee lounud 
iio hiH /igi dear uolo him, that he wnthi tnush hi.> coin se with /oy. 

\cts \'. ‘Jl.,) M .y \v.' sitew the lihi; iiUiepidity of soul in iJis 



S4(5 Martha dfdares her faith in Jesus 'as the Messiah. 


»SCT. then said unto her^ 1 am the resurrect 25 Jesus said un- 

^ HmmdlhhM (comparechaii.v. 21,andDeut. 

general! resurretuon shall i,ie- be UntMiev. 
25 beaccoinpiishfd, and by me a m(>st glorious apd m me, tiiouph 
happy life sliiill be given to all my people, and ^[* 3 ^ 
be inaintaineil even to eternal ages: he there* ’ 


I’oio that betieves ifi me^ (hough he be dead, yet 
be shall ere long live again, and bis rc-aniinatt'd 
body shall be again united^to that soul which 
in Us separate state continues its dependence on 
my power and faithfulness; and even atpresenf 
I can loose the bonds of death, and though thy 
brother now is holden by it, I ean recml him 
26 when I please to life- ^ind every one that m 26 And whosoe’pr 
iiort living, and bcliezesin the, shall never die :* 
death shall be so disarmed and transformed, that dip. iehevest thou 
it shall hardly deserve the name; the better part this? 
of him being immediately conveyed to immor¬ 
tal lile and gloiv, ami the body only sleeping a 
while in the dust, till I come to awaken it to 
evevla.sting vigour and joy. Dost thou, Mar¬ 
tha, believe this to be true ? 


27 And she says to him, Fes, Lord, 1 firmly be- 

lieve every thing thou sayest; foi lam fully per- h.'i'cJStthm. 1 .-*. 

suadetl, that thou art the Messiah, the Son oj ihc ChHsi, the Sou 

God, loho zras to come into the uorld, and has 

been so long promised, expeeled, and desired ; 

and that all power then fore must belong to 

thee. 


gs /Jnd Martha having said these [a’oj’rfs’,] and 2 ^ 

testified her faith, Jesus mnuired for her sister; hef orup'd 

and pnsently she ucaii and called her sis-^uis hpi sisut st- 


« Thai ts living anti beliestm; »k wP, s/mll 
nner die \ 'Hie srnsp th,i,' 1 Imm'I’ ivcn 
m Uip (iniaphiasp ai'ppars to mt iIh most 
cons| 8 t<flit sCnw tliRtcnii bi mideuf these 
reniaikiible woid , and the e')iio.ilpiit 
passant b John V. S ', and Mil. 51 And 
a tfr> boblitiip arid iinpuitaiit spmsp it is 
perfppily agreeable to the hcMirht <>f srn- 
tiimnt and laiii;iiage willi vtlni li('hris< ta 
rdid else liPrP to h.ivp uhiilidieil denlli, 
and to have d<M«'ijrd tht devil 1 Tim. i. 
to. and Mcb. ii, lt)‘and uiiti nbidi 
Chijsti.iiis are said to be (ume co ike ht'u- 

venlif leTViatem, lo ilte i^fneral lUtemb'if u/^d 

ehuii.k af Ux^^n'.hotn, (>. 0 . lleb <i! S'.’, 
2 fi,) and to be 'H'sidup uiillt < im i, u.u! 
mede ia stl tr i'hrr in hsocodrf ftLucs in 
Chn,t ilenii ii. 6 .) See '< iliing 

Ot'serv 1,0. II p.ip. '7, ^ ?—1^.— 

7 '* Tt'iidt'r llic 'V( rJs brloip ii* as Air 


Massey would do, (Vernae. Sacru. p 8.) 
“ PI horvfr, tvtalf III’lives, btluu's mi me. 
“ shall 'tot (he for €vei , or cteindlv,’’ is 
liuMi lll•s<.'l|iug and enervating then sense, 
and (ds 1 have ■■hewn idbewlirit, note' 
oil John , . lA, \iil. 1 p 171). iiiidrioti'i 
^ bn John sdi 51, .‘i- Vol II p. 7n, 
77.) IS grounded on a criticibni ulmb 
vaunot a.TKC with tht vbe of tbe iJirabc 
111 question in paiallel pasbages Com¬ 
part* Mat. \xi. 19 scpt cxlix.—^’ItiP op- 
pobitiiin beru tbib .lud the piPicdinf 
\PIbc plainly shews that 'he former re 
teis t > tliospirits of thosu mIhiwi rcde.id, 
will) arc vet bpoken of a- beheving in 
(Jiri.d, and is, 1 thiMh, no u uileinpiibit 
]iiO(if of tlicii remaining lu a sta c of 
activity: bnl the d'icliiiie i- so \('i\ 
]>lain III bcripiiiic, as no' 'o need tbe aid 
v.f >;-i h Cl t'siqnetitial ateiinien 



- ‘I 

Mary cmh to him, and k followed by the Jexos, 24v^ 

cretlv, saving, Tne ter MuTv privately as she could, whispering ^sp.ct»;; 

her ear, a.Rl my^ig. The Master is hard 6y, exu '■ 
• ‘29 Assorjn bs she and calleth fov thcc. A»aJ as soon as she heard 
heaid ttrti, she an.'.f [i>] she immediately arose,'and, having left I 'Cxi. «9. 

■ unu*hMii *"^'***”^^ ^hat vver^about hci, cawc forward 

* 50 Now Jestis was With tlip Utmost eagoniess to meet him. AW 
nut jet come iiiio Jesus U'os not yct entered into the v{llai^i\ hut 30 

itt*thar"lrtce'*where coff/2WM«i iw tkeptace where Martha met him^ 

Marth .1 rnethim. Waiting there for Mary’s coming 
51 Tht lew s then The Jews then who were xeith her in the housi , 31 
wiiich were with her attempting to Comfort her under her sorrow, 

< oinfori. d hei when that Mary arose up haatuy end zirni out 

they saw Marv, that of doofs, followed her, saying, Surely 'she is 
she rose iiji histiljr, to the sepulvhre of iii'i' hrothi'i, that she. 

td hei, s.iviiv, She ® there,' wnicli wiU onl\ aggravate and 
voetiumiuthegiave, renew hor sorrow; let iis therefore endeavour 
■o weej) tneie. jy dissuade her from it. And thus, hy tk ir go¬ 
ing after her, they were naturally led to be eye¬ 
witnesses of all that followed. 

'.‘i 'I’hen when ThenMary, nherishe(omeio t\n‘.p\‘dcezi'here ?,2 

Maiv v.is Jesus was, and saw him, was so far from being 

aw him ‘he fellto avow her regarils to him, (coirr'aK: 
ilown alhii ft et, s.i', - John ix 22, sect. cx\.\.) that she fell down at 
him, \i)u], his feet, and embraecd them with the greatest 
respect, sm/hg to him, as her sister had done 
not died. Ix'lore, Loid, if thou hudst bien hn’e, i>omwv, 

surely my tlear brother had not died. And siio 
was so ovcicoiiic with grief, that she could utter 
no inert. 

j.p«iis Jeswi thorfore, when he saw her thus xcerp- '3: 
th*‘ weeping that came u lih 

aK.. weepnij^ groaned with a deep concern, as tceliiig a 
winch cjine with Strong coiiimotion in his own spirit; and judg- 
hir, hi- Kroaned in mg it proper lilt Ills instance to indulge il, 
ooi.iXd^’ (though he always had every jjassion under the 

most'enure command), lie voluntarily 
himself by opening Ins mind to a set of melting 
And >aid. and painful ideas. And looking with a ieiuler;j 4 
wheiciiaic ye i.iid pjty on tlie mourning relations of his dcceaseti 

i!i'm.\.!ni?c‘omeand *^^^^^1x1, he .said, Where have ye laid him? They 


; ■> W'licn 
f'lcftirc 'saw 
s'ping, and 


say unto him, Lord, we desire thou wonldsi 
came and see; wishing to bring bun to the se- 
ptilelire, in some uncertain hope of what was 
afterwards done. 


' she i\ [riiiiii; il) the tepu'rhir, llul \hu wa'. ainrnig the ancionts. is paiticularlj’ 
."i/'f uifjj ihei,‘.\ How cubtum.irj thii cb-.pr'id hv 11'lier, Ohsen, Vol. p. I'SO 



John 
il 3 j. 


^ 4 ® Seius weeps, and gm loifh tkcfti ^ t^ sepnkkf'e* 

sScT;^ And as tiic-y were going along, Jesus himself 35 jetuavep&. 
wept, at the retiiembrance <>l tlte dead, in sym- 
patliy with the living, and in compassion to the ' 

obstinuie Jews, whose Hnal impenitence ho forc' 
saw, and knew how muclythe guilt of it would 
be aggravated in consequence of their being 
spectators of such a miracle. 

« Pf/?* ^/wr/erf, seeing Mm in tears, m/J, jcf^?r.ldhow'l!« 
Behold, how he loved him, anct how his heart inved him < 

37 ()\erilovvs with sorrow for his death. Bui some 3*^ ^nd some of 
of them, wlio had a secret aversion to him said, 
tould not inis mm, who is said to have opened openni tue oyii, of 
the eijis of the blind, have caused that this man iJif ha\e 

abo should not have died ? Could Ijc not have 
come to cure him, or, as it4s reported lu some uitd ? 

Other instances, iiave edectud it even at a dis^ 
tauce 

•la Jesus therefore, uiulerstandinff this invidious ss Jesusthercfoie 
iiibiiuuiioii, ai’d groaning again zvith in himself, hmiMif, comiiii tn 
as in great ango sh of heart, comes to the sepul- ib- s.M'f, it «as. a 
chre. Now It was a eaxr, and a lari^e stone was Jay 

[inlaid upon the m-.iitli of it. Jesus saijs to them "**: 9 jisuhsaid,T.-ik-i 
that stood by, liemoir the stone wliicli sloifS up nway tlu- sionr*. 
the entrance but Mart ' a, the sister of the de~ the smu (if 

ceased saj/s to luni. Lord, ht; lias been dead so saith i nto him u>kI, 
Jong, that wo/i'sw^V/s 111 an olieusivo manner;*' byinijuiu- iiLsimk- 
for he has been \liere\ :io less th.Hn part ol Jour «’•’ •'■ithb. m 
aays^ this being the rourth bince his intcruieiit. 

+0(Compare ver. H;) Jesirt saj/s to her, Why J‘iierrsai.1'? nlli 
dosttbou object against what I directi’ Did 1 not „nt<i thw, that if 
say unto thee, that if thou wmldst believe, thou Uioinioiiid'.tijt!iM.’, 
shouldst sec the glor^ of God remarkably ills- (til''.'''''* 

jl played m a work of signal power and mercy ? * 4i iheutii'y took 


t JMf/jrscyT, reafoo#Ci# i/c'Be. ik,r.] Our 
Lord (an Bishop Hall juhtty obscres) 
oo'dd ndrh thflDire case ha\c comnianriod 
the ^toiir to r<>ll awav of itself, uithout 
employing uiiy to remove it, but he 
judiciously avoided all unnceessdiy 
pomp and parade, and mingled dll the 
uiaiesty of this astonishing niira' le with 
the mostuipMble mudesty an 1 simplici* 
ty.—There is no reuson to uurttfiiie, js 
some do, that the stone lay on the tip of 
the cave, opd thit the corpse wi-s let 
down with cords; for then La/ariis could 
not, Without a farther miratle, li.nr as- 
frndi d Ilf huoM-lf It ip muf h inon rca* 
sonahic tubilioe the eiitrauec was at 
thchidf of the scpiikhre Ur. M.i'irulrel 
Cells iih fill Ins jiuiinry to .Icrusalem, p. 
'^‘1) that Ihc riiiiisof Lad.irna’s hutise are 


still shunn, and not far from thcr.i c his 
sepuli lue, ml > which there ts a ih' c- i.i 
of iwciilv live steep staiis, wliu h lead 
into lull small ruonis, in th<'f.iiilicr ut 
which the bedv is saiil to have brc.i Uul, 
But one cannot much dijictd ou the 
genuineness of such diiUi|uiUes bie 
baiid''R 1 !vols, p. 19d. 

•' He has been dead so Irnig that /ic 
VO,, melli, &c J T hr word has the 
same ambiguity with this uhiili f havi 
used, and scciDSrather more di rent fh.'iu 
that in our translati'>n, though the niiMii' 
mg i‘i plainly the sBinc.—;\lailha’s iiiiiid 
scclll^ In have beou in a painful struggle, 
’b'ssed with -i varicly id paoii.iii., which 
prevented a perfect cou,isteney in her 
behaviour. 



TTie. 


43 And when he 


Jesushaxmgtanse^thstsm^ fobe rtmovedi callsLaxarusJ^h. 

f § 

an ay the stone /row Then they took uinay thestoM from the mouth of sicr.' 

iea/»M Uid"^''And n'im'e the deceased lay. 

jeMisiiftnpAMfyeh, Jnd when it was reraovetih, Jesns lifted 
and said, pjiher, f 4/5 fj/M, and aaid, Father, I thank thee, that 
think iher, that tiiou graciouslv heard me in those secret 

groaniiit^s or soul which 1 ha\e heen pouring 

43 And I knew that fourth in thy presence : iiuleeil I kneu' MzzMj 

thou hcarc,t me al* thoii alituya kearest me, and art most ready to 
oPthii **'o le^ahu^ answer all pay petitions hut I now speak [thus], 
staLr by,"l ^aid* ri became of the multitude that ts standing by, that 
thatth.'yinayhilie\e they, comparing what they hear tvjth what they 
that thou hast seat beliold, may have increasing and 

more eftectiial engagements to believe that thou 
hast sent me. 

Jnd having said these worJe, hr cried xrith a i:' 
hid tbu-. Kpukeu, het'o/ce, Suitable to the majestic jiart which 
(. .'d with .1 loud lie was now acting, and the dominion he had 
even \n the empire Or death Useif, as well as 
that lie might be heard by all the imiltitude that 

44 \nd ho that were prcsi'iit, Lazarus, comeJorth. And such 11 
ttude.idiam«'foph, g,, aimigiity oiiorgv w(*nt along with his word, 

bound hand aiid f'»t , t> J r ^ i ■ i' 

wuti o’h's uiimediately, according to Jus command, 

3!id Ins faoe wjs he that tens dead came forth, bound (as the dead 
ionnii .ibyiit witha usually wcro) about [Aijfl tcct and hands with 
i.jifo them, Jomr gt'ave-clothes, or with several rolls and foldings 
hi:ii,a!id lot him gu. uf linen iliut w'Cic wrapt about him, but which 
were so far loosened by the power of f’hrist as 
to permit him to move ; and hi.<face u'us also 
bound about with a napkin' And Jesus, on 
his coiiimg forth in tins confined fiosture, say'< 
to them ili.u stood by, Unbind him, and let 
him go: tor nothing more vvas needful to he 
done in a miraciiloii.s way, and he had strenatli 
enough to walk, Ins health and vigour being 
perfectly recovered with Ills life. ' 

tj itii'M many of 'Phils was this ilhisinous miiaclc complotely t'i 
‘I publicly accomplished ■ and such was the 

sf'.iithfthingunirKii effect of it, that many of the Jews therefore, 

Jesiis iiid, ich > had come to visit ^lary, and beheld what 

Jesus did, were so affected with this marvellous 
'nstance of his pow'C'r. that they believed on him 
46 But some of as the Messiah, lha .\ome uf them wcio m> oh- Jt 


‘ //>» Care Tif/t biiuml ahoxU wik a Tttiji- and undi’r the rjnn, •.u tii.it on his n'- 
t s I It (hi- Ji ns hiirii-d as thi- fifip- turniii? to life, Ik* iiiii'lu e.isj|y -i r In 
tiaii-. dill 111'' face wjs not coit'ied with «iay oxt of lie -s' ini|i’[i '• 
a, but It only nciit round the fort head 



' ^Hefted ions on Christas raising hazard from'the dead. 

SEct. slihatc and perverse, tlwt tliey went away to the them went their vraya 
cxL Phamees, and told them what things Jesus had SidthemlbS 
done on purpose that they might inflame them, jesoa h^'ilone. 

XI* 46 to prc- 

. vent his growing influence iimoiig the people. 


IMPROVEMENT. - 

Vcr. 25. 1,et qs, by faith, continually reuard Jems (as his discourses 
and actions coiu ur to represent him) as the resurrection and the 
life; believntg on this glorious .specimen here given of it, that 
]«• can, and will fin.iliy cause all that are in the graves to hear 
hi'! mice, ajidta come forth , (John v. 28, 29.) A most dchght- 
I'ul thought, which we siiould often apply both to ourselves 
and to our pious friends! Let the consideration, that they are to 
arise in the resurrection^ the last day^ moderate our sorrows 
21 .for ihcir removal, and lorbid our mourning as others that have 
m hope ; (1 Tbess. iv. 13.J Were a resurrection on earth ex¬ 
pected, though at the di,stance ot several yeays, we should roii- 
sider them only as persons absent on a long journey, and expect 
tlieir return witli patience and cheerfulness; but (di, how much 
more certain is the resurrection of the just ^ than the is-.uc of any 
of onr journeys or expectations m life 
31 We often go, m our thoughts at least, to the grieve to ucep; 

but let us not forget to raise our contemplations higher, even to 
.35 Jesus, who here expressed such tender sentiments oi compassion, 
and wept when he saw the tears of others, though he knew ho 
was going to wipe them away hv restoring that friend whom ilicv 
33 lamented.— lie ajjiicted himself, and it maybe propcrlort/o- 
sometimes to do it, and to hold down our tlioughts to those views 
of things which may give us pain and regret; if that attention he 
so ndjiistod and atiempered as rfeily to produce a sudnes'. oj the 
countenance that may ' improie the heart. (I'cclc.s. mj. 3.) 

39 Let the modesty with w-hich our Lord conducted this grand and 
solemn scene, teach us to avoid all mean transports of self-ap- 
41, 42 plaiisc, and all forfdness for ostentation and parade. Like Jesus, 
let iis fft all our ways acknowledge (iod, and maintain a continual 
dependence on his influence, to bt sought by fervent prayer: 
and then we may go forth to every duly with a courageous 
and cheeiful assurance that he will carry ns* honourably and 
40comrortably through it Let us biu stedrastly hiheve^ and we 
shall see the glory o} (rod: he will manifest his power tor our help; 

IVtnt^viiay ht the rtinw.eps, <cCi] We mark, If they hear jwt Moses iimI the jiin- 
ha\c la this a most am.irnij; mstaiicc of ]hcts, nevhet teiU Uiiii he jietsiiaiUd, Vioiu l> 
mt’orrigiblf' harfincs.s of hcait, and a one lose frim the t’l'td. I ukc 
drcadfi.l lonfiiuiaiKiii of onr LoirI\ rc< tort < 



« ' “ * f 

■ The sanhedrim consulting hm to deal xvith JeSus, 2.51 

and when our case appears to be remediless, then is the time slct. 
for his almighty hand to save. 

Let lu^adoft* aiul trust in Atm, who was armed with so divine 
a power, as to he able to rescue the prisoners of deaths and to ^2 
recover the trophies of ilie alUcoriqueriim and devouring „g’ 

And if we are true believers^ let us learn to take our part in the" 
triumph, with a joyful assurance, that though we putrefyy\ tlie 
dust, and after the skin worms devour our bodies^ yet in our 
Jlcsh we shall at length see God, (Job xix, 26.) " 39 

It was surely a happy time that succeeded all tlie lamentations 
of these affectionate mourners. With what mutual congratula¬ 
tions, and unutterable endearments, did Lazarus boA his sisters 
hciiotd each other! With what hunihlc gratitude and adoration, 
did they all prostrate themselves at the feet of their Almighty Sa- 
viniir! But who can fonceive the greater transports which shall 
run through ilie whole redeemed world at the resurrection day, 

V iien piety and friendship shall be fierfected, and those whbwcre 
dearest to each other, both in the bonds of nature and of grace, 
shall spring up together to an immortal undivided life! In the 
iiH'an time, let us trust our friends u'iik him, (with'whom, if wc 
.Iff Christians indeed, we have trusted our souls,) believing that 
the separations he, appoints are prudent and kind, and that even 
our prayers for their recovery are denied in mercy. 


SECT. CXLI. 


The sanhedrim bring informed rf the resunrctmi oj iMzarus, bij 
the advice of Cniaphas, agree that Jesus should be put to death. 
He retires to Ephraim, and they issue an order for appre¬ 
hending him. John XI. 47, to the tnd 


joiiv XI 47- 
I'mV (jathen d the 
''liK-t pi IP S and 

llu’ Pfl.lllM'l"- J COIIII- 

.. 1. ail.' s.i.d, What 


JOHN XI. 47. 

JT was befoie observed, (at the close of the last sect. 

section,) that .some who had been present at 
the resurrct'tion of Lazarus, instead of being du- 
!y wrought upon by the miracle, went avyay aiid 
made an invidious report of it to the Pharisees' 
the chiefpriests therefore and the Pharisees, who 
were united in their enmity to Christ, being ex¬ 
ceedingly alarmed at so astonishing an informa¬ 
tion, cemvened the sanhedrim, which was the 
great council of the Jewish nation, and said. 

What are we doing in this strange cnnjuiictur(> of 
affairs? and why do we seem to be dreaming, 
when tilings are come to such a crisis ^ It is of 
absolute iiercfsitv tliat sonu' effectual incihod 



Cdi&pha$ advises that oneslto^ld die for th^^ople. 

B ' 

SEC^. should uTimcdiately bo taken it is not to be 
c*w. ilenied that, by some moans or other, this man, 
whom we have been so solicitous to suppress, 

XI of the most fmrprising miracUs that ' 

4S 'tcre ever seen or heard of: Ami if we suffer ‘*•3 wc Ut intu 
him [to go on] thus nncontrouled, all the popo- I’lini'ticvc ill! illln" 
lace will believe on hm as the promised Mes-and the Homam shall 
biah, and will acknowledge him its the king of ‘ome and takoan.iy 
Israel; and what can we expect will be the con* natbn ^****^*^ 
sequence of this, but that the power of the 7^- 
mans, so vastly, superior to ours, will be armed 
.igainst ns, and their legions will come and take 
liway both our place and nation; they will dcs* 
troy Jerusalem, and this sacred temple where 
we are now assembled, and will extirpate all 
the people who are committed to our guardian¬ 
ship an<i care. 

while some of the council seemed apfjre- 
hensive of the danger of>temptiiig any thing tiL !m;hi 

against Jesu i, one of them taiapnas, who, piiri.t tii.it »ime 
among the many sudden revolutions which hap- jy-n, said unto tii. m, 
peued in the government about that time, was 
hinh-pricst ihattfear in which (’hrist was cruci¬ 
fied “ said to them, while they were thusdehhe- 
rating, You seem \ o know nothing at all of w'lat 
the pre.senL urgency of affairs requires, or you 
would easily fiiui out a remedy lu the death of 
sOthis Jesus, who occasions such ail alarm; iVfl/’is n-iMdi. 

this to be scrupled, because lie docs not appear '^urolieliirs. 
to have committed anv crime which is rnadecu- hbonid di ir th' 
pital hv our law; lor do you not consider that “> ti' 

the extreme danger of a state will justify such ' 

extraordinary steps as arc necessary for its j>ro- 
servation; and that it is uiidoublcdly much bet¬ 
ter for us, that one innocent man should die for 
die secuVity of the people, than that the whole 
nation be lielongs to should perish hy our scru¬ 
pling to take away his Hie ^ 
n Now this, by the way, was a v^ry remark- 
able saying; and it is to be obsercnl, that//e 
spake it not merely of himself, but being high- 
giriest that year, and so a person of the greatest 
dignity anti authoiaty, he was moved by a secret 


* li as hih-priesl ihat //car.] Tt is well fies no more than iii 'hose or at ih 
feinifti), lh.it the higli-[inVsUioo(l iinioni? tmi’. (C ompare llBut vxm 3; .IosIi , 
♦ho Jrns M.o nulaimiidl; but the many C, TViK.. xwiiii. H, .and M *1. m *1 
fowi'iitioiis ,il) >u* lii.it liiiio mijihijustify Sco [Jr. I.ardner’s Cicdibiljty, 
fiK’b uuiiiiei of -ipcdkiiij, tthi'tlinSiH- Vol. II. p, S“P, 



Thetf reiolvc' (m iiis ddaih; md Jesus retire tb Ephtaim. S53 


that \car, he pro- ii^puls^ from Go^i to uttcr these words, which 
*^ 1 *"''** esteemed as an oracle, aiul were ca- 

iiaiil.n. ^^ pable of a much hi,jjher sense than he appre¬ 
hended ; and by them he in eflFect prophesied^ xi! 
that Jesus should shortly die for the security, 
redemption, and happiness of the Jewish nation: 

5-2 And not for ^Ind indeed^ Jor the nation uloiie, hut 5'2 
tiraniationonly, but albthe nation* of-thc earth, even that he al~ 

pjih. i toycihei'^ 'in sf might gather together into one glorious and 
t c <‘hiidieii of happy society all th£ chosen childreit of God 
<;.,(] thdi were icat- dispersed abroad m th 6 most distant 

t. itd aiiroa , places and ages, among the Gentiles as well as 
the Jews. 

Vi Thri} from that'' “ Frimi that Very day, therefore^ the members 5 Z 

\ i.irth n-. v took Qf tiif, ;janhedriin in general (tliough some par- 

l uf hitn to death, ticular persons wereaverse to their proe@|^ngs,) 
having thus resolved upon the death or^fesus, 
sought for an op^iortunity to execute tiic mali¬ 
cious purpose fAfy liadfotmed, and united their • 
counsels, that they misht find out some conve¬ 
nient method to slay him. 

'>+ i.’aus thr-reforc For this rea'iou Jcsus, who knew the secret 
'Th* had fornicd to lake away his life, 


!.^CT. 

CXI.C 


Jolin 


.k.illvL'd 
t (pi'll I y 


nil 


JUlUllg 


.Ions, hut went I'-iilhed no more openly amotig the Jews in those 

iiiuiif' into a couu- parts till the appointed hour for ins sulK;rmg wa.s 

tn Tii'ar to the mi- mstt'ad of visilitm Jt'ru.saiem, he/£'rrt^ 

ill riu into a city r .» i* i i i 

iMii'd I'l i.uuin, and from theme, even rrom Isetnany where ho 

uu'if'i oiitiiiutd mill now was, into the country near the ‘wilderness oi 

his discuiic'. j If) d [jtti 0 ( iiy I'dficd Ephraimf- which lay 

not fur from Bethel on the confines of tlie tribe ni 

llenjiimin ; and there he continued a wliile xvitk 

a few of his select and alt.Twjrds took 

a little journey eastwards, towards tlie hanks of 

the liver Jordan,'' from whence he had lately 


^ /). n h‘.ih hn.’O i'ari year he prvfi/ie- 
. il j I lie Ji w|vh hit'll piif&is li.id in 
ioniior ngcij btcii oiieo undci llicinspir- 
ijtimi lit a pro ihclif hpirit- tlicrt* was 
'h.'ict'iii sonic, couiiar 1 iiiigiuitv input¬ 
ting tills (iiai'lc into Ills inmith, and Uio 
dii>iii \ of li .s nlFli’o wo"Id ai'd .-unic J>|' 
culiui weight and rcg.irdto wbat he said 
—’I IS .1 strange fancy of Dr. Lightfooi, 
lli.U C.iipli.Ts knew Jesus to be the Mes- 
• itili, atid tliat tho sanhcdiim fouudcil 
till ir appii'hi iiMuii of danger frnn thi 
lliiiii in'!, in eiiusei]ueoi‘e of the regaid 
shiun to, linn, on a ridicnloiis interprc- 
laioMoflsa X. u'l and xi, 1, wheiicp 
‘'.'.■■v uifciicil ili.iii the dcstnici’O'i uf tin* 


temple .should qnicklv siicc^tid the com¬ 
ing of the iMessialt. See his ilor. Ilcbi, 
on John \i 4S. i1, 

« to a all/ Cathy F/ihmn ] lliis cit' 
(which IS mLiitioiied with Ikthcl, ‘2( hroii 
xiii. IM ) IS by -onie called l-phictn, and 
IS gcnerallv supposed to have lain in th' 
north east part of the lot of Beiyainiii. 
.‘•ee Keland’s I’alestin. p. 076, and com¬ 
pare note » ou Luke Mil. 2.1. p> 1 it. 

<* Tool; a little jounicy castwaid, iS'i ] 
Tins »f* haw reason to suppohc, or .li-n 
cho would not liaw' lam in hi.^ wav to 
Jcinsaicni, win. h yet nc find that Jesu' 
paswd thi'ini;li in Ins retnin. “ae la l.* 
MX I.bccl cnIii'i 



254 The sanhedrim give orderi id all to discover him. 

of Lazarus’s. 


i 

SECT 

CXLI. 


John 
XL 55 


come to Bethany on account 
death. 

J7id soon after this the Jewish passm/er drew And the j«h» 
near; and nmny went up from all parts 
country to Jerusalem^ some little time went out ottiM>c'.un- 

the passovei') that they might purify the^n.sdves trv u|) lo JcruBaicm 
by some preparatory sacrifices,* in order to be the pussover, 
ready for the celebration of that solemn festival. ^ 

(Compare 2 Chron. xxx. 17.) TheHj as the rpijp,, sr,yj,i,i 
people came together, they diligently sought Jor tb r for .lesus, nnd 
Jesus there, sortie of them being desirous to see '■•'j*''® “'nuns thom- 
and hear him, nnd others wanting to ^discover *iuhc tl™pu! ww 
him to his avowed enemies the Pnari'sees: and think ye, that he 
as it could not but be generally known that the 
surprising miracle which;He had lately wrought " 
bad v($t^ much inflamed the rage and envy of 
his pl^rsecutors, they were suspicious whether 
he would venture to appear in public, and said 
one to anotherf as they stood in the teynpky What 
think ye of his coming to the passover? Do you 
suppose that^ after this alarm, he mil not haie 
57 the courage to coyne to the feast f But both the '57 Now bitt'i ti>c 
chief priests and the Pharisees^ concluding that 
he would not fail to come according to his usual ^ comni.nidincnt, 
custom, no longer dissembled their malice, but thnt ii .my unn 
published a mandate, by which they had given ^ni’w^hprehc iuk', 
an express co^nmandj that \f anyone knew where ihattbey misjbitai;- 
he was, he should immediately declare [iVJ to inm. 
them, that they might apprehend, and bring hwi' 
to his trial, as a disturber of the public peace, 
and a person dangerou.s to the state. 


IMPROVf MF.NT. 

Ver 47 WfiERE shall we find such restless, such causeless, such ineor. 
ngible malice, as was in the hearts of thc^c rulers againu our 
blessed Saviour'? What but divii.e grace can reclaim tnen, when 
to have heard of the resurrection of iMzanis from tlieir own 
friends and confidents, who had just been <-}e-witnesses oi it, 
instead of conquering ihcir hearts, served only to inflame their 
murderous rage! 

4S, 50 'I’his is an instance, where ive evidently see the place ojjuile- 
meyit, that wichedtiess was there; and the place rightctiusnciS. 
that iniquity was theire, (Kccles. lii. 16.) 'Lhe high-pricst la\s 

'' That f'teii hii^ht jurifi/ t’le/mekr^ by inipht bappin (o muUilmlcs wliicli wciiM 
somcpTciKH-atory'-.'uri'ires.I Dr.lisbt icqiint* purifu-ation, so '■oim vjt ot 
loot (id Ills Hiir H(br on Lbis placii) b.'is citaii'^iiig ipqmied no less th?ti 

lb."''!!, ili.l1 asa\.i| MX of ra< nuiMailCi - 



Reflections on the malice and rage of Christas enemies. 2jr* 

down a most dangerous, though plausible maxim, which is in sh’t. 
ctFect no other than tiiis, “ That the wiwrdcr t^J- an innocent oer- 
son by forms olTaw,” (wliich, as a noblt sufferer observed, 
is suwily the worst J^iiid ot murder,) nay, even of a person 
T wlio by mirucies demonstrated that he was an ambassador 
“ Irom God, was"to be chosen, rather than by protecting and 
obeying him, to give umbrage to an earthly power, which 
“ seemeosiipeiior to their own.” When will \\\e politicians oi 
this earth learn to tru<tt God iii bis own ways, rather than to 
trust themselves, and their own wisdom, in violation of all the 
rules of truth, honour, and conscience? Till'then,like this fool¬ 
ish ruler ^ they will ho caught in their own craftiness i and, it 
is more than possible, that they may, in many instances, liasten 
the very distress they are contriving to avoid. For this wa-^ 

Ihti- the event: the Iiomans, (called therefore the people of Mes~ 
mh the Prince^ Dan. ix. 26.) <Vere sent as executioners of the 
Divine vengeance, and the Jews were given up to a spirit of 
discord and madness, the terrible effects of which w'ere such as 
cannot be read without horror, till their place and nation Tiere 
tulen away; nor could even the Romdn general forbear dcciar- 
iiig, that the hand of God was api>arcnt m their destruction. 

i.et us attend to this Divine oracle which God saw fit to put Veuc 
into the mouth ot so wicked a man. Jesus has actually 
Jor ihe people, evenjor all the children <f God that are scattered 
iihroad. Mis death is substitutetl instead of tlicirs; and by it 
they are redeemed and delivered, and shall ere long be incor¬ 
porated together, and all the happy colony be raised to an abode 
ol eternal glory, lilesse.l harvest, which .springs up from re- 
deemiug blood! Heroic love of the dear Redeemer, which at, 
the proper time brought him to Jerusalem, where he knew that Jc,57 
(\!l wes determined onainst him! bet us follow him, m a eouia- 
ge-ius adherence to God and our duty, in the midst ol <lange.r 
and oj,M>o^iiion j and not wonder it ue are set Uj) as the marks 
of infuiiv and n-jiroach, when w'c see Jesus marked out by a 
pnbltt mandate, as if he had been a robber or a niur:le.rer; and 
tlnd lo Mumcroiisiind grand a court oj judteafure, requiring their 
■.iibjcei'. to seizr t iis most gcnerou.s Friend of the whole world,. 

.IS the grand cuomy of God and liis country 



$56 Jestts sets out on his last journey to Jerusalem, 

t 

SETCT. CXLII. 

Christy setting out on his last journey to Jorusakin^ prophesies 
nfhis sufferings there; rebukes the ambition oj James and John; 
and renem his exhortations to huniilitij. Mat. XX. 17—23. 
Mark X. 32—4r>. Luke XVIll. 31—34. 

MARK X. 32. ^ Jf 

i'ECT. length our Lord departed from the place and they were m 

CXLII. of his retreat, and though he knew the re- the waygoing up 

solution that his enemies bad formed against 
Maik 1 • 1 I 1 ■ I- 1 1.1 went betoie 

\ iiim, yet lie set out with nis disciples, and (tak^ them; and thev were 

ing Jericho iii his road,) was determined to make amazed, and as they 

bis appearance in the temple at the approach- t.tok 

ing passover: and us in pursuance of this design, a nm ii.dkh unto 

they were in the way going up to Jerusalem, him j the twelve [dis- 

*Jesus. to shew his readiness to meet sufferings “'P*'-'? “P"'? 

and vleath in such a cause, 'went before tnenii teii them what things 

and they were exceedingly amazed at the spirit should happen i.uto 

and ardour which he discovered in so danucrous i'**[*\ut'* 

an expediuo^i; and as they followed him, they it^-Jluke * xvii/ 

were afraul, both for themselves and him. And, 31 .—J 

while their hearis were thus impressed, he took 

the twelve disciples again apart to himself, into 

a convemeut retirement which they met witii 

by the way, and began particularly to tell them 

what things Aiould befall him in that importiiut 

journey, that he might thus jireparc them for 

the siincnngi. he should uniletgo, and that the 

accoinpiishmciit of his predictions might be 

some confirmation to their faith during a senes 

of events which he knew would so severely try 

it. And he \uid to them, 


things which are written by the ancient prophets piopiittb c-on- 
eonctming the sufferings of the Hon oj man, shall iHan'gifairu.act^m- 
be exactly fulfilled; and the Son oj man shall be ph'-iied ] .md tim 
betrayed by one of his own eompa’iy, who has S^.u ot man 1 ^-iiail be 
piofcssed the greatest clutv and affettioii to j 

Inrn, \And\ .shall be ungratiMiiily delivered /f> pne^t!,, and uniuthe 
ike chi^ priests and the scribes,^ particularly 
to those who consntutc the sanhedrim, and 
who have already published so severe a.i edict 

(V Klrun'd nnd iLl-^e}id, &<•.] .Iiidas and g’lrn into the hands o*"]!'* 
;j'i vvohI r,-' -ere j.?'! 15 iln s.Tiiic both 111 i h.ivt thi ii^f iri’rctaini'd tJie 

■'(.I’lliL' .>>1 1 <iiik, bntpli'inlv im liiilii?, dilhMint vvoid-. bv wli<( h oui tl•lll^laturs 
•' h 1.'.' If.ut di I'Jii'A/ i>y iLD'lor it, in tlw o.iu plaice uudthe otlier 



Mark 
X. 34 


and the his ^ath and resurrectim. Of} 

scribes; ttnd they against him; (John xi.'57, sect, cxii.) and when sear.' 

I>OWCr, the^ shally t'xui. 

li *XVIIL witii great formalk v, condemn him to death as a 
—31.] pohlic enemy and disturijer: and^ as tiiey have 

,34 And shall de- power of eafiital executions in their 

i!icT; and they slia”ll 0^0 hands, they ishalldeliver him up to the Gen- 
inock [Lokk. and GVeti to the Roman governor and his sol- 
spitefuiiy^^entoat^ diers; and th(^^ instigated by the mariceof the 
s.5r«e“htm. *a!d o^nd Utterly ignoraht of the dignity and 

shall spit upon him, gloiy of his person, ^^hall wotk and spitefully 
wit shall k'H »nra. t-n/rea? At»i tn thfe most contuii^lious and re- 
and the^'^thinl day proachful manner, and shall cruelly scourge hiiny 
he shall rise agaii^ and carry their rude outrage to such a height, 

\uii ^3? 311****” 

’ ' this scene of mockeryds over, they Aim 

to a most ignominious and painful death \ and^ 
as if he was a common slave, shall even cmeify 
Ami,•' and leave him to expire in the gradual 
agonies of the cross:‘««ri yet all their malice 
shall not be able to triumpli over him; for on 
the third day he shall rise again, victorious over 
. the powers of darkness, and take possession of 
that glorious and universal kingdom which the 
prophets assign to the Messiah. (Compare Mat. 
xvi. 21, sect.lxxxix.andMat. xvii.22, sect.xcii.) 

Li kp x\ Ill. 34. plain as this declaration was, their pre- 

iioneo’IThoscSungsl judices were so great, that they did not timler^ 

.uid this saying was Stand any of these things thoroughly, being at 3d. 
lid from ihpin, iici- Jqj,^ jq reconcile his being slain, with thepos- 
iiuiigs which**^ session of that kingdom which he was to inherit; 

'M-tfii. and this matter teas hidjrom them to so great 

a degree tbat^ after all our Lord had .said, th(y 
hnew not the meaning qi the things which were 
spoken (Compare I uke ix. 44, 4j, p. 15.) 

Mat. XX. ‘20 Nevertheless they apprehended thus much, Mat- 
‘!rLth"rVAdlel whatever difficulties lay in the way, they 
should ceitaudy end iii ms triumph and glory. 

And upon this presumption then, the mother of 


Lnkn 


*> TJii'ii shnlt —«iovr»tf hm,'6nd spil upon 
km, —and crucify 1 This piediction 

IS a rcinarkahio proot of the prophetic 
Spirit which dwelt in Chrut, for, hu- 
iiiiinly sjM*akuig, it was much more pro- 
l ,i|ilu that he should have lit'eii pnvaiify 
u^M^iiHfiied, or itoucif (a,s was befoie at- 
' 'iiiptcd), by «!ii»ie zealous Iniu'-purl of 
l‘ ijiiilai l’"ry, than tlial he should have 
iii-'isn tlms s ilemnlv Cinidanini’d, and dc* 
'cre'i up t'l I'nicirijciii a f'otnan p(i- 

• '.inuiil, wilii whicli d.) i.i>i (,iid he 
'I'M,. IJ 


had ever been threatened. Indeed, when 
the Jews condemned him for blasphemy, 
fir which the pumslimeiit appointed in 
the law was stoning, and Pilate at last 
gave them a general permission to take 
him and judge Iiiin according, to Uicir 
nwnlaw, (.Mill. .\xvi 63, 6t>; Johnxviii. 
31 ; and xix. 7.) it is womtc-iful they did 
not chori'C to stone him but a'/ thi, woi 
done that ikn sertpf ires nu’^Jtl be tiifJiUed 
(('udlpaiK Mat \VM and .Tohn vb 

uii.; 



‘^8 Janies and John ask for the highest posts iji lus kingdom. 


sEi'T CfArt/fv’? cfiiMran r/inw at their instigation to 
cM.ii. it'il/i /wr sons James and John^ who were 

Wv-*-' 

peculiar Cavonrites of our Lord; and they all 
x\^ '; 2 o down at his feet, worshipping (/;/«;[ 

’ 111 a most respecti’ul manner, and eh'sii'ing a ver- 
tain [Jav<nir\ of him with great importunity, 
weakly Mnsfer, Xi'e iiouldQurnc^U' beg, 

lhat ikon shoiddrtt give ns a general promise to 
dojor vs whatsoever m shatl request of thee; 
for it would bo a very great grief to ils if wc 
should not succeed in the impoi taut petition wc 
have to pre^Mit. 

^!aik /tnd he said (o her [and] to them. You cannot 
expect that, uhatsoever kindiiess^l have for you, 

1 should at all adventures enter myself into so 
ra.>h an engagement ; fell me theretore piirlicu- 
h'irlv, What leouldest thou have ? [er] What 
•u'outdvon so earnestly desire that 1 should dofor 
jwii, if 1 was lully disposed to jjrant your rc- 
rjiiest ^ 

’-7 h'he says unto him, I entreat thee to grunt 
that these my iwo dear ao.’/.v, to whom thou liast 
shewn so much regard, and who are so ze.'lous 
for thy cause and interest, max he preicned to 
stations of the highest dignity, trust, and luollt; 
[and] they joined with her in the same reqm st, 
and said, Grant us, tiuit wIk ii thon aie esta¬ 
blished in thy glorious kingdom, which, as we ” 
apprehend, will shortly ho erected in the world, 
we may not only, have a place thi’m, but may 
be fixed near thy throne, and.ti^ in diMinguish- 
cd honour anil autltority, the one at thy risht 
hand, and the other at th^ leji, as thy chief mi¬ 
nisters of state.*- 


dcp'i! chiUlmn, witri 
her sons fJanie*! .'ind 
.li>hn,j iwrsliijipiiip; 
km, and desiring a 
rtT'.uu trliinfj; of him, 
fsavinj, Ma-t(T, ,\ie 
voiild that thou 
t'liiiiild da foi ii-> 
whatsoever vc shall 
dosiio I [Mask X. 
05.1 


Mirk X And 
he said [unto her, 
and} until ihoiii, 
[What wilt thou * 0 /1 
What would ye that 
I should do for } uii' 
:\lAr. X.\. 21. 


31 f'^he sutil iiiiti. 

iin,('iiaiittlijt till ><' 
■11. two sniis,] und 

lh<'\ said-Mailt 

unto Ils, that ue iiiav 
sii till' (ii.r f.n thy 
iiaht hand, and tin' 
other on tin lift 
h.uni, ill till I king¬ 
dom i,u'/J jihiv-- 
[MaT. XX.—21 1 


-Mat. But Jesus said to them in reply, Alas ! you M at xv jj. 

3CX. 22 arc under the force of sueh curnal prejntlices, 

find mistaken views, that you know not iehafijoa y" know i!"i'vh 

a.di, or yon would be ashamed of so uuscasoii- a^k aiv jt ..hi. tw 

able a petition This is not a time to think of 

tempora? grandeur and authmity ; 'ml: it is 

much more proper that I should a'k you, and 

that you should put the question to y uurseUcs, 


r We ittmj ft/, the one at tfiy nnht hand, xa'lrd Ah Beth Pin, oi tie i>! me 
and tk^ othei at V.y leP.} Theie may per- jiuliitaty, whn^.it nri iIini Aith.iiid ol tin 
haps ht'an alluiiioiI 111 these words Ui a jiresideiu, the other ClMchnin, oi //n’ 
ciTeiimsIance wliiiti the Talmiidical wri- n/"*', who i>at on the loft. See, aiiimijt 
tfers lelate riinrernii)(r tlie sdiihediiin" many other w.riters on this head. Whits 
that there were two ofiiccis of peculiar Miscell. Satr, Vol- J. Iih ii, lusseit, 
dibtiiietioii, Tihii sat on each side of tliu ^ 46, 47. 
nasi, or president of the comt, the one 



2‘i 


Thejf ate ml^for those thefather has prepared them. ,2S9, 

rfnwA' of the hittert'w/? of which spct. 
to be tepuLd ’ Sh rio'^ahout to drink so deep/ and to bi bup- cxui 

the baptism that I ti^ed With the baptism^ and plunged into that 
am baptized with ? sea of su fieri ngs with which 1 am shorllv Uo be\ 

liiinAvv^arrabTe'! and,'as it were, overwhelm'd for a" 

[MaskX, 38, 59.—] time?. And they my to him, with a self-confi¬ 
dent aiSsuranGe, Yes, Lord, wo doubt not but 
that for thy sake we are abb: to undergo all this. 

23 And [.lesiw]’ And Jesus savs unto thetu, You shall indeed^'i 
Saw d" nk'lXd^f dtvw^ o/this my cup of which 1 am 

inv cup [th.it I tlrnik drink, and be baptized wtf/t the baptism of 
ot,] and be baptized extreme Mifioritigs with which / am to be bap- 

•'“ry™,“‘‘“r c««n.it,c, 

bill to sit nn my right V®*" ‘tiy imd hazard your 

hand, and on lily JiVOS 111 its defence: blit Hs to what you liavc 
bii't'i 2/? "”7 desired, to sit on my right-hand, and on my 

zuri to them for kingdom of glory, tins is not a pri- 

Mboin It IS pit'paicd vilege which is mine to give by partial friend- 
. tinv^i'atber [AUnK ship,'or to the first and most importunate asker; 

oof can I dispose of it to any but [to those]for 
whom it is prepared -by my Father, who has 
appointed that the exaltation and happiness of 
the other world shall he proportioned to the 
dcgroe.s of piety and holiness which are attained 
• in ibis. 

. V's And xchen the ten otlier apostles heard [of it,] 2\f 

K-.IU to lie iniK'ii acijiiainfed with this motion winch 

ispUased.fR'i/ittcuc the .sons of«Zebedee had made, they began to 
loiGd wttui'dijjii.i- Iff, yiif,;/, displtused that they should aspire to a 

i.ri.M'n f.).iir..'siiud I'l'i iomy to which each ot tlieui imagined he 
'I'l 1 [ATi"K, X. had liiiiiself an ecpial claim; [tim/J as the} were 
*' ' moved With indignation against t'le two brethren, 

James and John, they were going to expostu- 
laic the matter with some seventy. 


'' 1.1 of f'r 'V/J, &C,] It Wns ('ii<;- 
I'liiKiiv iiniiiii^^ 111.' auflk'iits, to a\..iuii to 
I'ai !i ^iic-1 til a ii .I'jl a pailiciilnr rii/>, as 
ni-ll diy/i , . 111(1 by tlir' kind and qnaiitl- 
tv of the IiCjudi oiini.iiued, 111 it, tlie res> 
poM of the iiitirtaiiKr «as Gvpnsied. 
lienee Cup came in gcD'ial to signify a 
jiottion assiiuied, (1's.al. XU ) xxiii 5) 
nliiibei of pi ('.IS lire or suirow; and aid- 
iiv iii>t.iii('i‘s oi-ciir 111 which it refers to 
i.H'l.ittii. Compare Hsal. xi. (3, I'^iii. 
i'.i, Ka Ii 17, '22, Jer. xxv li, 17; 
/tell Ml 2, lolin fltuifc. II, and Mat. 
\,ni 'IP, t'}. 

• )tn .iirf II rlc^d drvtk (if my cn/>, &C.] 
Voi'd iliu'..lv It IS iihseiv.ihle, tb.it ibis 
J.iiites nus tllclh.stul .ill the apo.sllc, a lio 
siilloj' (I iiM’-tudo'ii for Cliii'-t ' Vets vn 


'2 ) .Vod ,Iohn was.■ieoiirged4fy tht .Tews; 
(Acts (. .fO.) and,aftC‘niar(1s bani'^hud bv* 
Doiniinn into the o.lc uf Patmo^, wheie 
he sfieukH of biinselt as c co>np„iiwii of 
Ch L,t'i irt/iukiiuti (Kev i, 9 )’ Xot to 
mention Tertiilhaii’g tiadiiion, that at 
Home ho was plon.ed iiiio hviliiigoil^ 
by which it is M.nd, instead of being; 
dcstrojcd, he was ensibly’refreshed; 
(Tertidl. Prie-eript. cap. 3(1.) uor vhat 
the pretended rruchorox says ot the u>- 
teinpt rn.ide by some herelics lo p. is .ii 
liiin: wliK.his 'o iieinl>y utViird to in the 
picture, of til s apusilo, uherr ilie un .ni 
1 ^ ridioul.iosly ii'in(s( nt <1 .i^cuunug out 
of till'imp ill the fuiin ul a serpent, to 
sigHity that tiic pouon did nut take 
oftc'T 



He that zioiild be chief should be the servant of'all. 


lint, to pn'vc'ttt the evil consequences which 
miglu arise from such an ill-judired (}ei>ate, and 
root out that ettvy and ambition which'pre- 
vailf'il among them, Jesus called themKW to nim^ 
and said unto them, Kou well kmw that the 
princes of the heathen natioris^ lord it oroerjjiem 
in a very imperious manner; and their ^'eat 
tueUj in stations of’ snhordmate government, imi¬ 
tate their tyrannical masters, and exercise an ar¬ 
bitrary authority upon them that are more itti- 
mediately subieci 'io their command ; and that 
ambition, which is so natural to the depraved 
heart of man, engages them eagerly to pursue 
such distinguished stations which may give 
>thoga an opportunity to gratify it. But my 
hingdomv^is of anotlier nature, and it shall not 
he sb ant^i" i/pu ; for, instead (jf appointing 
any one among you as the chief who shall go¬ 
vern the restjB 1 tell you pfiainly, that yoU arc 
to look on each other as brethren and equals, 
or rather, each to esteem others as worthier 
of regard than himself: indu'ge not therefore 
an ambitious temper, but zrhosoexer -dould in¬ 
deed be great among you, let him, ,instead of 
aiming at power and authority, choose to be your 
minister, and attend on the rest with all tie 
humblest ofHces of condescension and love. And 
zchosoever would be chief among you, or first in 
my esteem, and in future honour and hap¬ 
piness, let him be ready to behave himself on 
all occasions as ijour servant; [j/ca,] let him 
be the servant, not only of your little fraternity, 
)atn\,ofaU that arc about him;** with all humility 


S5 Ent Jesus called 
them imb) him, and 
said [unto theth,^ Yc 
know that the prntcea 
of the (Jentiles exet- 
<‘ise dotninioji oter 
tliPin; .and [tlicir 
gmit onesj exercise 
authority upon them. 
—[.Mabik X. 49.] 


'i‘i Kilt it shall not 
bu so among you - 
but \\lu)soi’\er will 
be great among yoU, 
let him bo your mi¬ 
nister. [iVI uiK X 


‘27 \iid wliosiioicr 
mil be ('liicf amuiig 
jou, let bun bo your 
■•civant, the 

»oi\-ant of all j 
[Mark X. i-i ] 


f The prufieet of the heathen nations.] 
Maik expresses it by Si iwmilit 

which we render, they which nrr sc- 
iountedto rate oaer the .Gentiles; but this 
(wiih (tutaker, Cinn. Itb. i, rap. 3.) 1 take 
to lie a pleonasm, and think it should be 
tnnslatcd. They who rule over the Cenhlts; 
and so it coincides with Uie clause' insert¬ 
ed from Matthew. (Compare I Cor 'xi. 
Itij mi. 93; xiv. 37, and Phil. Ht. 4, 
fir.) Tnstaiicss are produced of the like 
use of tbophrdse m the best Greek ati- 
ihors, by Mr. Klackw,iil, in his sacred 
Classic-, Vot. 1 p, 74, to winch may bo 
added, itatuyl'c; aimuy, for aiisutylttf, 
Polyb. lib. I. cap 5, ami twv n Cvifoyn 
loxs7v«i», Epirtet. ['.nclmnl.cap. 31’, § 11. 

S Instead of appointing any one among 


yon as the chief, ike.] As the reque-t of 
tbuse Uo brethien plainly sliencil th.it 
they did notnnde(|taad our land's vords. 
to Peter, (M.it xvi. 18, 19, 4 Ixwuii.) 
as desigiu’d to invest hun with any oul/’o- 
rdy over the reat-pf bis brethi cn, so tlu-Hii- 
sner which t h^st here gw es tliein f.ir 
from intimating any thing of that kind, 
concludes as strongly agamst any suoli 
auikarttif as a neealKs mfitment Can be siip- 
posed to do, and seems abiiiidantly to jus¬ 
tify the turn given in the {laraphrasc. 

The servant of all,] 'Flu re is a grad.i- 
tion here not cc^iwonly obsemd. Tll« 
woid in the former vcise, 

which, for want of abetter woid, wc ren¬ 
der minister, is a name wirn-li might be 
given to any who occasionaUy attended 



Reflections on Christas readiness la meet his suffering's. 

submitting to the meanest services, by winch 
he may promote the spiritual interest ami bene¬ 
fit of others. 

■* Mark X, 45. For Aijd Wonder- not that this should be rriquircd 

.Sl'S’bVmS "f yo"- >«>» »n exam, 

ferrd unto, but to,p>c yoo have ot this temper in IniTi who js so 
minister, and to give far yopr sujierior \Joreven the Snn of Mun him- 

bis lite a lansom fpr ggjj|. a pcrsoft of such illustrious dignity, 

manv. [Mvt. XX. , r "i i \ i. o ? 

OH.]' ‘ and constituted to- so (rlorictlis and lusting a king¬ 

dom, came n6t to he waited upon, but to wzr 
* others ; and was not sent into the world to ex¬ 

ercise a temporal dominion, artd in;a lordly way 
. to rule over men, but to take upon him the 
■ ' form of a servant, and not only to labour, but 
to die for their good, and to give his own life 
as n ransom for nuif^ who had forfeited tliCirN 
to the justice of an hffended God. Think not, 
therefore, that the discipJes of .such a seif-deny - 
ing Master are to dream of secular power, dn- 
minion, and grandeur; but rather study to mor¬ 
tify these very unbecoming desires after it. 

Andf quickly after this, tJie^ imue to Jericho, 
where two blind men were cured by Christ, 
which was soon after followed with the remark¬ 
able conversion of Zaccheus, as will be seen lu 
the next section. 


. SFOIS 

cxiiiv 

-Murli 

X- 


'Vo—And tlicy came 
'll) Jericho.— 


IMPROVEMENT. ‘ 

Astonishing grace and compassion of the Son of God in go- Mark x 
ing up to Jerusalem at this passover, when be so circumstantial-33, 34 
ly knew all the things whu h were to befall him there ! not orilv 
that he should he put to deaf%, but in what manner he should 
suiFer; and what cruelty'and what scorn should introduce the ' - 

last scene of bis agonies! Yet-with so sad a prospect in his eye, 
he marched on with distitiguished alacrity, leading the company, ' 
as if he longed to encounter what they could not beai: to see, 32 
even to hear of. . Glbnous Captain <ff our safpation, -^ive us the 
like alacrity in all the suiferings we are called to bear for tbee! 

Who would not grieve to see these good apostles still so much 35 , S 5 
possessed with the apirit of this, worlds and still dreaming efpre- ‘ 

others, or was st»ted)y«mplo}''ed to ren- itideed the property of soother. The 
dtr them any particular kind of t.ervic«; Words, nf all, dp likewise increase the 
but servant, eignides otie whosk gradstioii. - ' -f. ' 

■-'Iiole buitnrss it is to sers’e, aijd who is > , > 



Jesus passes through .Jerkha,-md many follow him. 

s''’ '■' . ' 

fermnif in a temporal kingdom 9 Who would not especially ]a> 
{"’Cuiir.' nimt it, that his most iiuiinate friends, James, and. John the be- 
1()\ cd disciple, should be the persons who sfiould come to him 
V^. 38 strancfe request ^ Justly did our Lord answer them, 

' }'ou ktiow not what you ask. And may not the same an‘-wcr of- 
.'j ' ten be made to us 9 VV'heii, therefore, he denies tis the ‘ 

c' things that we arc scclcing for ourselves, jet us be satisfied with 

' the denial he sees fit to give os; believing that it is wisdom and 
f- love, and not nnkindness, that produces it. 

38— Let ns olteii ask ourselves. Can we share the suffering wliich 
our /,Old endured ? If we do not desire to do it so far as he 
shall appoint, we are not worthy to be called hi^ dm ipln Let 
us tlien t/p//le fwVts (f our vinids, ami v\aii onr Muster’s 
signal tu go forth to any suft’t'rin'^ or ser\ ice that he sh ill require ; 
|44, 45evcr ready to make ourselvc-i t/ic servants of all, and ih.iein to 
imitate the humility of the So), of ))>a)), who eime vr>/ to he mi¬ 
nistered unto, but to minisier : \e(, ufiei all \vc can do or bear 
for him, let our trusts still uo in the meiMs of his lighteousness 
and blood, who gave lus life a ransom Jin' many. So shall wc 
be fitted for those distinguished honours in the licavenly world, 
in comparison whb which, thrones and sceiitieson earth are but 
empty pageants and cluldish toys. 


Sl‘Ct. CXMIL 


Our Lord, passing through Jericho in his xeay to Jcrinulem, 
cures two hlml men as he canie out foni thence, and converts 
Zacfheus the publican. Mat. XX. '^9, fo the end. Mark X 
46, to the end. Luke XVHI. to K end; XIX. l—-10. 


M.tRK X. 46. 

^NT) Jesus, being come to Jericho, proceeded 
cxi^ *• journey towards Jerusalem; and be- 
ing observed by many as he was passing through 
* the city, they were all ready to run after him : 
and accordingly, as he u'cut out vf .Jericho with 
his disciples in bis tram, a great multitude of 
other p/eop\e followed hint. 

Mat. And behold, an occasion offered for a reinark- 
30. ;;ble display of his power anil grace at bi.sd''p:ar- 
ture thence; for it came to pass, that Providence 
$0 ordered it, as he was yet nigh unto-Jericho,^ 


X. 46. 


M*! Iio «oiil onl 

.if Jciicho \Mlh 
t>is rlitecipicti, [jgre at 
iniiliitud' liilldvi'd 
Ijllll.j [M41 X\, 
-jy.] 


Mn XX 
.And behold, [1,1 kf, 
it came to yass tint 
as he wjs conie mgh 
uiito Jericho ] Two 


* Ashsms yet nigk unto Jmtho.] In m only Hgnifles, tthen, or vkih 

our Iraimlaiioii it i£ rendered, in Kt uan he Mm near it: compare I nke xix , 
cdwe nigh untojerifho , huttbc orqi i —to nineh may he added [in cimfiruia' 



Mind Barlimeks m^d hisT^mmpnnion hep to cured, 

Witul men, me that “7W hUndmmsut beaming bi^ the itay-siile^ 
S:r'«rbTth1 to do in places ih at are imicli cx{.ui\; 

iHgh*ay-side, beg- frequented; [theone] of wliom was well know 

mo- I Tm .«» V I... _ ..!■ _ .1 . .1 / JSfal 


-'iiiiiiu-ariuguieniiil- iffOiMniwc pusxrng wjf, wnii lus COUJ-'^' 

iiiii.ife ]»a»' by. he pauio))^, asked what'that unusual eoncotirsc 
as. ( ftbaiainejiit. pe(jpj 0 meant^ and how it was necasioned. 

vr, and they told And they told him that Jesus of Xaziiretli, that 3 *; 
NT/amhi,.i'''Si,f.celebrate(l !‘rophet who had performed s(i 
many miiades, was coming by. and a vast lunn- 
ber of the {K' 0 |)ie of the town/'wt've with jiim, Mjik 
MAKh X \vA Ana hhenh heard that it u'as Jesus of Xttz&rdlh, 
i'/h js \ been told what remarkable 

'larcih |i)i,!.t.i by,I fores of tins kinJ he had petfoinied m otlier 
lie t(nr c-l, pk,. ’S, 1-0 ('Oil’d liOt hut look" lipOll It as ahttp- 
h.m‘ i'> ^*''fuosia.ae, lb,it he was now passing by 
nKrc voinni’ iho vcr) pb ff Mlii-'ro he sat; and imuicdiaxely 
//t./ hoth ciifd out, began to cry out with a lou<j'V<jice, and with 
[(real eamJi ness to s*>v, Jesus, thou Son oj David, 
.Smofiuvid.j[MAi. find glorious Messiah, pit> my sad 

Li n£ condition, and have merey an me! [yea, they 
‘'‘’'I both] cried out, saying in thti same manimr, and 
with one voice, JJnve ineruj an us, 0 J^utd, 
thou illustrious Son oJDavid, and exert thy al¬ 
mighty power to deliver us from tlijsdeplorable 
darkness and distress! 

Audsoifw rJ the multitude a ha imif before^ 

Jesi , .•ebnkid them for their making such 
clam, in , ar.d as the voice of Battrineus distin- 
. uuia.H '■ itscii on tills uceasioii, iiiroiy pin lien- 
III that he should be stlcnt, and 

r'rii-d'^thV mou''|a^ importunate and tioublesiji.ie. but 
iTrujt dtaii, sjying, they, knowing that if such au ojiporiuiiiiy as 
this was lost jt tiiiglit never return, regarded 
nothing but the success of their pcutioii, and 


Maj XX.31 .tnd 

lll('Ulllltltlld( . [ ].l h> 

V. hifh went before, i 
i(‘buki.d tlictiu I and 
many charged him UUIis.h 
I h.n he 


non of the jnijtice of Um remjik, whieh 
fins boin called in i](iesllQn by .i writer 
»>i cK.il ejnnii’tKs iii the learned uorldj 
F.iiko s. 9} XV 1; xviii. 40j Horn, .mu, 
,'2, and the Septiiagjiit icrsiou of Isa. 
I S, lor, itmii, 3,3.—And it is ncecssnty 
to undeib'abd it thus, in order to rccon- 
i ilo Luke’s account of this miracle with 
tliai of bfuttbew and Mark, who b<>tli 
(’\|jiisslv say, It was peiformed nr he 
di'jiailal uTU'eiit out of Jencha. AjinebaAe 
iiidied fancied, that lie rOstoied sight to 
O'jc blind ni'jii ai he entered ni, and tn 


aifother as he came out, (»ee Ltghifuol'i; 
llaiuioiiy, !> Ixix.) but this is nVijiTubii- 
blC, especially considcringhoM the imil 
titude rebuked BaTUtneu.s for fit iiiipoi-- 
tuiiity, winch siijoly they would nc.ei 
havo dune if such a cere ns this had but 
just iio A been wrought at the other end 
of tlie same town. 

*> The wn of Tmevs.^ It is ven pro¬ 
bable ‘I'lineus might havo been a per.oi' 
of sumc note in that nei Jib(iiiih(,i d, 
whose soil, by a compljcati'ni, I calami¬ 
ties, fell both into poierty and blindiic, s 



Jestis orders ike^HMbe bfdiight io kbni.' 

»ECTV therefore cried out a great deal the mere ear- ®“ “‘i 

nestly, saying, as before, I/avo mtr^ on us, [Tho?^Sw 

0 Lord, thou Son of David f and Barlimeus es- of David, have.mer. 
pecially repeated it again and.again, saving, <^7 «® me.] 

^ '«m V David haw mwvy w rat] and *• *»• ‘-“^''•11. 

help me! 

Mark And Jcsus, as he was advancing forvuailrds in Mark X. 49. And 
his way, observed how efmesily they^ cried;'***‘’*s*®”'^ 
and as they still repeated their reqiie.st, he gra- iSi 

ciously stood stiU, and ordered them both to be and brought uni« 
callid Und^ brought to him, that the}* might him ] and they call 
tel! him what it was they so earnestly .desired. JiS h^rBe^f 
And upon this the people had their exnecta- comfott, nse, 
tions raised, aiwl as they now concludea that hecalleththee.[MAT. 
they should see him work a miracle, they ran *' ^ 

iipiBcdiately to call the blind men and bis com^ 
vpauioD, saying to him, as'aho to the other, Be 
ef good courage, atid rise up, lor he calktk thee 
to him; and yon may therefore hope that he 
50intends to grant vour request. And Bartimeus ^nd he casting 
joyfully received the message, and throwing 
aside his u|.'per garment, that it mi«;ht not hi in jesws. 
dev him a moment, he arose, and came to Jesus 
with all’possible haste and eagerness; the other 
blind man also following as fast as he could. 

BlAnd when he was come near, Jesus, to try his he^„is*^comc 
faith, and to encourage his dependence on bis * 
power and goodness, answered and staid unto ed and Raid untu 
^iwi, What is the mercy you so Earnestly en- What wilt thou 
treat ? or what dost thou desire I should do for [^*8? Th "btmd ma” 
theef And the blind man said unto him, Bab- aaid unto him, i;urd, 
boni, tliat is, iny Master and my ’Lord, the fa- * might rc<-eiv»- 
vour which 1 beg fs obvious from the circum- Lord * that our 
' stance in which tl^ii scest me, even that J may eyes may'be upen- 
be so happy as to recover my the loss 1 Mat. xx.— so. 

of which 1 cannot but lameiHi as agreat cala- 
mity to me, from which I know that thou art 
able to deliver mes The other likewise by this 
time came up, making the same request; and 
they both joiced Wsay, Lord, we’lieseech thee, 

■ that our eyes might k opened. 

W«t Then Jesus kpd compassion on them both, Mat. XX. 34.— 
\x. 'a.mi tvutyd Mr pen euiJ, a, a r«tiii.(.ny of 

his approbation or that emihent degree ol laith touched theu eyes; 

* Tkal J mtiy rteoser ttghl.] Thus the more semKibie of the calamity. Yet 
the word cey«i^X[4« exactly signities, and 1 acknowledge it appeals from John ix. 
bcetns to import, that he was not borti 1], IS, that (he word is sometimes used 
htiud, but loot hi.s sight by some duefse m a greater latitude., 
or accident, which made him sa much 



They hoM ibeir ^ighil^^it(fred, andfilhnv him. 

< , ' 1 ’; 

rt^,«iidMid^ wbicb tbey. iiad' of tbeoi expressed, and 
S'S’tl^'go tlly *** particular in the strongest terms, <^3tu"w 

way,'[thy fafth h© ^ Aii», aod his Companion, Be it unto 



'tipues^t to exercise it in a reliance upon me, 
tby eternal salvation and happiness will be 
secure.' 

Lokb xviih 4i jidndimmedmtcly iheirtycs were opened, and Luke 
And imufiediately rt^Wd sigh^t BO tbat they now could see dis- 
ai^ ttevi tinctljfi end, with a grateful aeose.of their deli-43 
k.wed[Me«»? veraiice^ /Arj? joined .the company, and/o^/o»cd 

in the way,] glotify^y^^tt.* iVt iht may to Jerusalem, glorifying God. 
ing (iod: auciall ttwf f(jy amazmg instance of his goodness to • 

saw*j/t gavrpraise them; undall the. people likewise, token they saw 
unto * God. [Mat Ert],g<i»dJprais<?tiw/p 6 W, wlipjn remembrance of 
^.-—34. Mark: X. feia mecc}^ had sent them so great a Prophet, to 
^pear and act among them under the character 
of tlie Son of David. 

Lbib xrx 1. And presently the news of this surprising mi- Lukp 

J^iUi entered and racle was sjxread abroad ; and [Jesus] i. 

passed through je- entered (as was said before) into the city, and 
' having passed through Jerickoy a vast number of 

people had followed him from thence; and this 
new instance he bad given of his miraculous 
power, increased bis fame through all the neigh¬ 
bourhood, and drew,the multitude as he passed 
along in crowds about.faim. 

2 And, behuld, ^nd as he thus proceeded on bis journey, be- 2 
Zaccheus***whSi another most remarludile occurrence hap- 
nas the chief among peued, in which the efficacy of his giace was 
the publcaiis, and signally,displayed; for. [there xvas] a man\ni\ia.t 
country wtme name was ZaccheuSy who was the 
chief among, the publicans ^ or head-collector of 
the customs in those parts; and, having heaped 
up abundance of wealth by his gainful employ- 
to^'serjesus as very rick, ’ Jnd the gram things y 

va^, and could nut wliich he had hcartl of Jesus made suebapower- 
foriiiepr^because fgl jmpressiori on bis mind, that when he was 
informed that he was coming by that way, he 
diligently sought an opportunity to ^e^this cele- 
' brated Jesus, what sort of a person he. was ; but 

he could not compass his design because of the 
crowd about him; Jar he himself was very little 

4 And ho ran be- af Stature. And running therefore bfore lhc4 
fore, and climbed up rest of .the Company, without regarding what 
sycamore- j;hcy might think or say of him, he gtJ up into 


he was rich. 


he was little of sta¬ 
ture. 


iiitu a 



*S6S;i Jesus fiocs to tjie home of Zacchkis the publican. 


a s^ycamore^free, that he mi^ht see Aim there tree to see him; for 
;i:xun. (Jistinctly ; /or he perceived he was to pass that lejMis-fthat 

waj/, and the tree stood so near thft road that he 
must go close by it. ./Ind Jesus, wheii he came 5 And wh<*n Jp^hs 
(0 the place where he was, looked up, and saw came to tiie piaco; 
him; and knowiti<f his disposition, character, >'p and' 

and circumstancfs, he inimeclialeiy said t^him, unto han, Zac- 
Zaccheiis, make haste and come down ; for’^O’day cheus, make hat-te 
/design thee a visit, and rmist abide for a while »»»• coroedu'ru, for 
at thine house; and,' fully satisfied that I shall at t^y hous"! ^ ” * 
be a welcome guest, I take the liberty to 
6 mysell’thither. ' Zaccheus was so O'Vcrjhy- g And he tnadn 
cJ that Jesus should distinguish him in such a 
nicuinor, that he Came downwith all the speed 
• could, and gladly entertained him at his hou!®, ' 
tli.nking Ijimseir highly honoured by the pre¬ 
sence of so excellent a Person. * 


" And the Pharisees, ai)d other self-conee'itcd 
persons who sow fiVj, were very, much oftiemded 
iit the particular regard that Jesus shewed him ; 
and they all murmured, saying, He is gone in 
to refresh himself at a viands hou>e‘> who U cer¬ 
tainly a notorious sinner, since he follows the 
scandalous employment of a publican, 

S But as Zpccheus now was quite another man 
than lie had been before, and Divme Grace had 
changed his heart, that he might fully obviate 
these roHections, and manifest the trutli of his 
conversion, he stood forth in the face of’all the 
company, and said to the Lord with great reve¬ 
rence and affection, Behold, 0 I^ord, I acknow¬ 
ledge the sms of my past life, and desire to te.s. 
tify my repentance for them by an entire and 
immediate reformation; as the 6rst-fruits of 
which, I openly declare, that the half of my goods 
Ighe to the poor ; and out uf thermalndcr, if 
J wrongfully have takt:n any thing fronif any 
•man by injurious charges or^ oppresive claims*, 


7 And when they 
saw i/, they all iiior- 
mured, sayiiig^ Thul 
be was gone to lip 
guest with n man 
that lb d siiinet 


8 And Zawheus 
blo(xl, and said unto 
the Lord, Itpliold, 
Lord, tlir inilf of niy 
goods I give to the 
poor , and if 1 ha^c* 
taken any thing from 
aay man by false a'-. 


*• /> if gone m to refi«sh hiouelj, it,j 
The phrase xrip'ncXi/cai snsa tivi, prcpeily 
b'gniAes, to bmt at a per o i'» h*}tise on a 
journey,nfaiting to the lay jpg'dsn n their 
own burd^is, or loosetiing ptem fmm 
their btmts at such tunes and pieces. 
See Wm Vi 1. I. p, 733. 

' IfJ'wrr.iififull^ hate t&len any tthng, kr ] 
The woid •!^^•laf<ev)^|(ra (as IJcinsius has 
abundantly shewn) may pioperly '•igiiify 
any-kind of tvpi'-stun, e»iweially under 


tlie pteteate ojylau. (Compare I coir 
iv. 1, and SeptuB|[.) It bi-enis 

then fore not so proper to timit'it, as. our 
trdnslatl'in does, to ai. injlitf tfone by a 
falseacousaiioa wbicb nn,i1icsboinethtA''; 
ofafornial trial, and defence of the party 
aenibcil; whereas many fiauds and op¬ 
pressions might be practised by such a 
ta'^alhertr where luithirig uf tins sort 
uccu;i d. 



cufifilion* I restore 
Ain four-fold. 


'■?> And Jesus said 
unto him. This day 
isiiiKation come to 
this house; forso- 
much as he also i» 
the sou of Abraham. 


10 For the Son of 
nwn is come to seek 
and to save that 
which was lost. 


"the tonpersic^ of Zaccheus. 

I ?nn Feady, pot only to restore part more 
than the principal, (which is all that the law re¬ 
quires in such caiies besides the trespass*oHPer- 
iijg. Lev. vi. 2—S, and Numb v. 7, 8.) but 
eTea..to return 

And J^sus said to Zaccheus, and to them that 
were about 4iw, Surely to-day is salvation come 
to this house and it is evidently to be seen that 
spiritual blessings are imparted to it, and de¬ 
signed for it, when such & penitent and religi¬ 
ous, temper is expressed; since^ .notwithstanding 
all the sins he has committed, i^is now manifest 
that even this man also is a trqe son of Abra- 
havh only descended lineally from him,s but 
of a character in some measure worthy of so 
honourable a desicent. And therefore, notwith¬ 
standing all yont. tnurinuriijgs, I rejoice fn the 
consequences gf this happy visit to him,; as an- 
swerin^tbe great purposes of my life} for the 
Son of mani as I have formerly'declared, (Mat. 
xvni. 11, sect, xc.v.) is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost; and it is the grand 
design of his abode on earth to recover those 
who, like tins poor Zaccheus in his unconvert¬ 
ed state, were i^andering in the way to ever- 
lasting ruin. , 


cxi-nk: 

X1X.’8 


10 


IMPROVEMElfT. 

Thus did our Lord Jesus 6'4Vis/,.wher.esoever he came, scat¬ 
ter blessings around him, both to the souls and the bodies ot 
men. WJio can wonder that Zaccheus had a curiosity to see 


1 / rciloif him font-fold ] This was tbe 
utmost that the Jewish law reqiiirt'il, 
eicii III i-ases of a fraudulent conceal- 
uii nt and cofuictiun, (unless ubere 
ox h.irl S.'i II killed ur sold, and suits la¬ 
bour lust lolhi' owner, and Ihediscoiery 
rendciLd mure (lifhcult, Kxoct. xxii. 1;) 
fur the phiase <'t rGstoriDi; seven fpid, 
Pruv. \i, O] ) seeim. only proverbial, to 
exjiitss making abundant batisfaction. 
Tut it a. man uut leg-illy coitvictcd or ac¬ 
cused, votuntarily discovered a fraud he 
had conumitted, besides his trespass- 
oiferpig, he was to add to the principal 
only a fifth part. Lev, vr.J. Zaccheus 
therefore shews the sincerity of his re¬ 
pentance by such an ofler —Some com¬ 
mentators, (with Salinasius, de Frcn. 
p. iiV'J ) have remarked, that oppressixc 
pu1ilic.in> were by the Homan law re- 
qiured lo restore four-fold, but this was 
only .after ,|udi-iuent gbUiiied, vhore 


they had been guilty of extorting bv 
forces whereas before cuiivicliiiii it was 
enough to make restitution ct wiiat had 
been taken; and even after it, in com¬ 
mon cases, all that tho law required w as 
regtoring i^'ia as muck. (Leg- locatio 
Vectigal, § quod, illic. and L. hoc edicto 
effic. Digest, de, Publicank.}—Archbis¬ 
hop Tillotson justly observes, that had 
more than an eighth part of Zaccheus's. 
possessions been unjustly gottin, he 
could not have been able to make such 
restitution, after having given away half 
of what he now had to the poor, even 
though he had stripped himself of all 
Tillotson's Works, Vol. III. p. &6. 

s Desconded lineally from him.) Tlic 
name ut ZaceheuS (which is the ‘-ame 
with Zaccai, r,/ia ii. 9) shews he was a 
Jew. Liglitloot, Hbi. Hcbi;. in Ivic. 
and .Saliiia-.ius, dc I’trn j» 3S6. 



SGS Refieciions on the t(^veriion of ZnccMs, 

8Ec;t. such a person! And how happily did that curiosity end! Christ 
cjttiii. gracifuisiy obsei'ved him^ ana,' .with an am/abte frankness and 
open ness of heart, invited himself to be a guest at bis house: 
Xix! choosing to accept the entertainment of a paWfcan, and to dis- 
2, 3, stingmsh with a particular regard one thatl'^was so desirous to see 
him. And let us diligenlly observe howliappy a change this 
9 visit produced in the master of the faiiiily. O Zaccheus, well 
wast thou rcjiaid for thine hospitality ‘%hen salvation came to 
thine houses and the Saviour himself bore witness to thee as a 
son of Abraham ! 

What cannot the grace of God effect ? This pMW/ca» was in 
the morning contriving only how he might increase his estate by 
sail possible methods of gain; and, before evening, he cries out, 
Lord^ the half of my goods / give to thepoot^^ . Thus does the 
Spirit of Christ operate on the soul, nfodueifij^ in it the fruits 
of righteousness and charity to our fellow-creatures, as well as 
of ii^ye to God and faith in the Redeemer. And surely the mf- 
rdcle'hy which- Me walls'■of Jericho were iiiany ages before 
thrown down by the somid ratns horns, was hot greater in its 
kind than that which now triumphed over the hea/t of Zaccheus, 
and threw down ail the obstacles which corrupt nature had form¬ 
ed against the entrance of Christ into it. 

Now were his eyes opened, and he saw in a moment how 
• much More valuable the pearl gf price was than all the riches ho 
could part.with to procure it. And he judged rightly of reli¬ 
gion when he saw the necessity not only of faith, but of charity 
too; and not only of charity, but of restitution also to those 
whom he had injured; without which the higliest pretences to 
chanty are but presentirig to God robbery for a burnt-offering. 
'Mark Our Zoid’s progress is marked with another work of Divine 
power and beneficence in opening the eyes of the blind. With 
whoiimportunity was the cure desired! And when the jietitioncr 
was for a while discouraged^ with what, eagerness w'as that tru- 
. fSporiuniiy repeated. Tmu Son of David have mercy on me! 
Thus will die sinner cry to ZeJUs.'Whcii he sees how much he 
needs him. But alas! men are not aware of their spiritual indi¬ 
gence and distress: they they aret'rtch, and increased in 
goodfifind have^p/e^d of nothing ; and kiiaw net that they are 
wretch^ and miserable, and poor, and blintd, and naked. (Rev. 
ill. 17.) j ' 

once they come to hie awakened to a just so0e of their 
, CJ^e,f^erc is then room for hope, and great eiicoura^ment for 
th^jllt.-Sdtiress. We may in such circumstances say to them, as 
wak ’^id to BartimeUs, Be of good courage, rise, he calleth thee. 

49pleasure should we deliver such a message; with pleasure 
should we Jeiad on the lame and the blind, the weak and the 
trembling, in their application to Christ ; and in all the instances, 
Jjikc which his victorious grace is exercised, should join with those 
kfiii/Mwj|p have received it in glorifying God, and in celebrating 



■ ^ The parable (^the ten pounds. 269 - 

i I ’ ^ • 

the praise of this Deliverer, whom he;has merciful])' raised up ' 
for his people. 


^ECT. CXLIV. 


Christ delivers ihe paraHe of the ten pounds committed by a 
prince to his senanlSj Hind represents the vengeance taken hf 
him on hisrel^ims subjects. Luke XIX. U—28. ‘ 

i.ukbXix. 11. t y- 

as they heard J^OtV 0» OCCasiOR of ZaCCheUS S COH- ®®CT. 

these things, he versiod, haviiiff expressly said that he was 

ttas nigh tti j.Tusa- thcse thingSy were ready to conclude that at hisxix. u 
i< m, and botjauso coming to Jerusalem he would openly declare 
Ik 'l himself to be the promised Messiah; but he cofh 

should immediately tmucd [/iw discoursey] and spake a very, useful 
and instruct! ve parable, because he was now'draw- 
' 'mg near to Jerusalem,* and he perceived they 
thought that the whole kingdom of God woiild 
immediately be revealed among them, and that 
he, as the Messiah, would assume the govern-' 
merit, and not only free Israel from the Roman 
yoke, but spread his triumphs over all the hca- 
I '2 lie said there- nations. Ill oi'dcr therefore to rectify they* 12 

hieman wenM”tito'a 'lotious on this head, and to warn them of the 
f.irecmntiyt>reei>jve danger they wouid incui* by rejecting him when 
lor hiiJiseif a king- tliose secular views disappointed, he 

doll), and to return, consideration this similitude; 

and saul, 

A certain person of a noble birth went to a dis¬ 
tant country in order to receive, from a supe¬ 
rior prince there, an mvestiture to a kingdom^ 
which was then fallen to himself,^ and of which 
the place where he dwelt made a part,’’ intend- 


■> iSioviSK’ he a Hi near to Jerusalem ] rte 
following par.ible consi lercJ in this view, 
as suited to tlic circumstances of time, 
<iiid to the ca-c of <bose to wliutn it wa<i 
dcliMU'cil, will appi"tv a most wi.p and 
.scaBonablc ddnilobitioir; and by neglect¬ 
ing the iiistrmlti)^ it w.-isilasigned togiro 
tiii'in,'th(! Jews deservedly brought rpin 
,011 iliemsehcs., 

i* itent to a tlhlanl country to rreeive a 
hni’doni, 5 .t.J TJie parable. sQomsto sup¬ 
pose this iiublu person to lie the '•on of a 
prince, who, on siiino doiiicstic or public 
revolution, was tocmCr upon tlic posM’<- 
Sion of his dominion.s, and to be confirmed 


in the .government of them by the ap¬ 
probation of^ some mr«e potent state. as 
the kings of Judea, and other ncighhoui- 
ing states, fieqncntly were by the Kn- 
nians ■ (see Juscpli. Antiq lib. xiv. uaii. 
I4 (111. 20,) ^ 4, .9, & lib, Kvii. e.ip. 9, 
al, 11.) He IS therefore described as set¬ 
ting out with'the view of being owned at 
his return, as their iinduiibtcd sovereign. 
(See [.e ('ierc’s Harmony, p. 597.) 'ITii’e 
lepreseniatimi of the matter is so natu¬ 
ral, that one would wonder what room 
there could bo for the controversy be¬ 
tween Mallemaiisiu<. .wnd Athanasius do 
Pmriir about it !t is iputo ii<’i db’ss tr* 



■ 270 The faifhj'ul servants are rewdrded for their diligence. 

/s^r. ing aftefwards to reiuniy and fix his residence in 
his own country. And before he sot oin on 


journey, having called ten of his servants. *®" •^rvaius, and 
i^he delivered to them ten ;>0Mntf5,* lodpnfg one pounds and said un- 
pound in the hands of each, and said unto theniy t^Micin, Occupy nil 
Trade with this money till I come back to take * 
an account of your improvement. (Compare 
Mat. XXV. 14, & seq. § j;lxv.) 

;14 But, in the mean time, some of his citizens, h But ins citi.!cns 
among whom be had before Hved in a more pri- 
■f - vate character and station, hated hiiif^ and sent Mylnls^vve wui n!!t 
tf/i to prevent his establish-have this man t,- 

ment in his kingdom; expressly saying, ircarfi 
at all adventures determined that we will not 
hava this man to reign over us, and will endure 
all eiKtremities rather tiian submit to his autho¬ 
rity,'^' And during his absence, which continued 
for some time, they thought themselves very 
secure in their insults. 

l.i IJot, notwithstanding all the confidence of i5.^nd itc.im. i, 
these rebellious citizens, they were unable to /'‘‘'I, 
prevent his exaltation to tlie throne, or to tie- received the kiu^ 
prive him of the right he had of reigning over <io'n, then he ii,m- 
' ‘ them. And it came to pass, that u'hen he had 

nceked the kingdom, and was come hack mih the „.,to him, m T.h.mi 
full powers that were granted to him, /le ce»i-he had given the mo- 
vianded Mwchis servants, to whom he had deli- 
vered the moneys to be called to him, that he every man imd gam - 
might know what improvement each of them td by tmdmg. 
had made. 

1C And the first %Qx\'i\\t, who had gained the lo rhen (ame uic 
most, came near, and said. Sir, the improve- rnTpoumiLhsam’ 
’* . ment J have made of thy pound is such that it ed ten poimrU 

nhas gained ten pounds more, 'fitnd when ins n 'tud he ^a.d 
' . ' lord had hcaid how diligent and careful he had 

■ hecvif he said to Aim, U'ell done, [tfwii] good scr-^ ' ' 


13 And he called 


j)n^t<md that this is pn hiatuncal narra¬ 
tion, th-U Archelaug'ia the nobicniau rc- 
ieiied tu, dec. 

r He flelKeTtd to them ten pnnnd}i.'\ The 
' , f(Mx, or mmtftim ii is contmonty rnlhsd, 
eoutained Khckels (Vtsek. xlv. 1‘2,) 
utid Ul(;gCforc, .according to tlie coiniiion 
c.al({|>Mton of the worth of a shekel, phic- 
; itig^ai halt a crown of our immcy, it 
irtts'sewn pomade ten shillings; but ao- 
Coidii g to Dr. PiidcHiiXt »h ) 'ctb the sh( - 
...^Kiilat tlii't'fe (.hiMmgt, the imn.i was niiio 
!• . yoiiiid, 'iiciliii'j! —Our Lord jtrohably 

4,h c to tills .'•mall '-i.iu tu il 


lustratc the mani<icwice of the innslei in 
bcsti/uiug pn tliefaithiul scrvaiir so gn ,ii 
and iiob'e a nwaid. Compaif mi n 
Sent an i-mbany c^fur him J 'I hi* i^ 
oxpiessed HI such a manner ns may iiiii- 
mate their seiidifigainbasaadimtu tlicsu- 
pei lorcoiiii. tocuU'i theirpiulcstagaiu'l 
im being ailiiiiUi'd i<i the legal puuii, 
and to dedalu llicir n suliitiun to upp'iM 
his acecbsion. And so it well icpriscnt. 
the 'oh-inn iiianiicr in which tin' li'w- 
Ti'iiouiiciil C'hiist, acting as in ihi naiiu* 
<if tlie Lord, aud willi a piclLinlcd .ce-l 
f'H hi-t .uiUiuiit, aiidgluiy. 



The sermnl blades his lordj and is condemned, 371 ^ 

■thoii ha^beenfaith- >cant^ since thou Acwf thus been faithful in n stc^-- 

hav;"tLr2tiiri5 ^ '1’** ^ '*’*12^ 

oM'i leri cities,' not otiiy {*ivu thee tor ihine own, this treasure o*-T’^ 
wbi^thou hast been giving me so good an ac- 
count, but as my dominion is now enlarged, and’" / 
many towns and tracts .of land are subject to 
me, Ivwill’ advance thee to a most honourable , 
station under rtie, and be thm governor over, ten , ’ )■ 
cities. ' ’ , , 

1 s .A 11(1 tiic second Jinil the second tmiCj and delivered in his ac-1 

t^v'S...ndMh^m-' cohnt, poundwhich wHs com- 

f‘d iii(> ]jouiuis. tmtted tb me has been improved in such a man- ' 
i‘j And hi; aiA tivdt it hiis gained fie pounds. the im-19 r 

hkewiM' to linn, Be he had made was-pleasing to his lord, 

and he said likemse unto this, Fbou hast ap- ■ 
proved thyself a good and faithful scrjaa|,.and ' " 

1 urn pleased with tliy dilig^dei and. ww'rc- 
ward tt proportioiiabiy;. be fhifii also ^yernor 
over fire cities,^ 

■:o And anotiicr after him aiwf^er servant, wlio had been 20 
< , 11111 ., saying, loiH, and slothful, came, and said, *^/r, be- 

iiiuoii I have hokl {here is\thy pomd.which was put into my 
kipL laid up III a hands; it is not at all diminished, hat J haiHi 
'*'-'V I'm I kept \i laid up in a napkin: ForJH 

iiuT, feared thee, becaiise'lknvvi thou, art an austere, 

..lit ill austeif in.iii mail, \who\iakest up what thou didst-not lay , 
I'loi i.iktsi up that fijni reapestj or e 3 (pe<-'t<’st to reap, what 

ludlcXc'AdMuho'u ^hou didst not soW; and-therefore appreliendinc 
di(isi nut sort. ] iivglit incur thy severity if any accident should 
lie!dll this money in trade, I was determined not , 

10 ventuie it out of mine hands, and now return 
L” Aud iiL saiih it just as I received,jt. But when his lord32 

ti ll.. Inn, Out ot yjjg and .groundless 

ii'iii ■ ii'.ii iiuiiith , • 1 • u/* 1 ■ / 

iii'i T iii.L' thf'c, ^ h'li'^e against hnnsdlt as an excuse tor h)§ ojvii 
iiiuiMd kcisci lilt iK'gligonce, Ae was filled with indignation, %fid 
tii.ui 1^11- ..bt I lat I Out qJ thine own mouth will I con-\. 

'.iTnViip'ti',1'^' bill dcnin thee, 0 [thou] wicked sevvanle th^u hast 
nd ikiwii, and i.iip. taken u[)On thee to affifm, thvV kfiewest that I 
iii.,Ui.itididin.ts.Mv austere man, taking up, as thou express¬ 

es! it, what I did not lay Unmit aud reaping 
\'/iat I did not sow and thou taiighjtesi there- 


-ovniioi r,-,n p.v« o/o,'*.} «hieb, as it i» a beautiful cii'cgRiphnicb, 
It I 111 'iut 111 Mat \vv. 20— «ai, no djubt, iiit(*a(i(Mi for our bittnir- 

ut cK iiiits are rt'- “tion. 

P’ I si'iilo'f :n- diiiili mg tiie d ciciit sums f Thou I'leaest that T,«ii an aush'ie mou, 
iiiti stcil to 1.1" .1, the rc'ttaiil h spukiiii &c 1 'I'liis is not an nckninsli’ilccmeiiT 
.then lie Suni'. Ill- cl tin-( le .md detestable I'harge'if Cod’s 
tniMid hniiig th' same, iiiid the intj). ■ c- * difniaiiduilr .d men, fas Ur. Cit\se v^dl 
111 lit ilcscii'U'ii a* di 'cient, tluie is a esiiressei it) mureililBcult senices yum 
piupijriiuiia'jU d.ireion.'i iii the rcnairl; In- has fuinislied them for, or would 



SS Whcrefbre tben 
gaveht not thou inv 
inon«y into the bank, 
that at my lontimg I 
might have n qtiired 
mine own With usury ? 


Faithfulness md diUg^e shall he retsiisf^d* 

-8$cT. fore on thuie own pnncipi^ conctiicfey that t 
should expect to gather where I had deposited 
such a sum of money, and to reap where I had 
23 thus sown And it it had been sO;, and had 
really been as severe as thou wouldest basely 
insihuate, vuhy didAt thou not for thine 

own sccuntj ^gite my money into the bar^^ that 
'hohen I lame to call for it at ni} return, Imtgh^ 
at least, have received it with the common in~ 
tertit, if not with the extraordinary iniprove- 
i ment which might have attebded a successful 
trade? 

24f And farther to testify his displeasure, ke said 
to some of them that stood Take oaeay the 
pound that was intrusted with him, fi om that 
idle, suspicious, tinfaitbful creature, who might 
otherwise have had that, and much more, al- 
lottod Aimforhta own pioperty, and gne tt 
*2.btohim that has ten pounds. But they were 
much suiprised at his assigning it to one who 
had befoie leceived so ample a reward, and 
they said to him^ Sir^ he hath already no less 
than ten poundsy^ which, with the honour and 
piefpiment thou hast farther added, is surely an 
26abundant recompcnce Nevertheless, the prince 
stood by hi> former award, and bestowed tlic 
other pound likewise upon him, declaiing that 
his faithfulness and dil^ence was fit to be dis 
tjngmshed with the most favourable and repeat¬ 
ed notice and m this way it is, continued he, 
that 1 resolve to act; for I asuire you,^ 1 hat to 
eviiy one that hathy or that improves what he 
/ hath, [i^] shall be gvotny ilad he shall have )(t 
more abundantly, hut Joi him that hath no/, oi 
that acts as if be had nothinir intrusted to his 
care, even that uhich he hath, and i eglects to 
improve, shall be taken auayfi om him (Cotn- 
> pare Mat xni. t2, xxv 2&; Mark i\ 25, and 
Luke viii IS 1 


2* And he sii 1 
unto them thatstord 
by, Take fioiti him 
the pound, lud gi\ e 
1 / to him that hath 
ten pjundu 


25 /And they 
unto him, Lord, li 
iiath ten pound ) 


26 For I say uiilo 
you, Iliatuntoiverv 
ouc vhiilihath shall 
be gnen and from 
hull tbit hith n t 
e^eu that he hilh 
shall be t iktn an i« 
from him 


m, wbiLh 14, ae that pious wu* 
a most unrighteous 
■ God but bis lord onlv argues 
1 OB bis own base principles ind 
f, that even on them he would be 
ly cofldeintied fir his negligence 
7/iey aid la An, ^ he hath ten 
^mrdt] Sp faras this sef ms to cxfF(.'<-> 
'‘Any thin f euvy in the f« lion b riant^ 
11 tided IV a big 



circuoiHanLC, but only as an me idcu 
til one to iiitmnte to is that his loid 
gaic. to the d ligent ttrvant what hb bad 
gamed foi hinjb> It 

I' Iasiwe yiu J I his sctiiis to bt th 
IJO fort of that pliitc, tvti li vo often 
occurs, I siy unto ton, a it he ■‘houl 1 
bit c cflid V ou mat t iL i* uii uiy atl 
I I 




:*TIW| 

aot Mwi i 
9vfn flfft# 


keslain, 


tb(!,^;@KJiicfe si'ctv’*' 


ling: and, vvitb k 

-,._^b«u>e In^tuude, \nt 

for t;bn» i^ne aAo were 

^ dhm may 

thn«i«e^QfU3» 

pnAlotKil^Aliidj Tbit 


now wi ^Rfvw^^^pOTiHoraraKi'tfiio, rcmt 

jhb» T vt Jlb^h. iiiempdraitoTe} 



Diing' tdi t6 tbi# lin^ acivooi!^ and wlt^bfbite 
«a$e trbin>0H> w€* tbJs* ^pCf tl wd 
in> aoijwmyt'iakn ba 

not found in thedr wretdbrud^nujl^bcKr, sia many 
wilt bn who prnfl^d {i^eHV fd* d^i^re the 
Messiah^ ^ 

•fbi tSbnlSna! %,^« 9 yS»JgS ^>^Xf »'>« 

tn« up to Jeramlent PU before \\tmist^&^jmim(l^ hi ^IfVdtvUfm^ 

l| # « . # ^ I ^ BL .JotCA \E J;k ». ^ Al . 


he tm to eneoiincet pm^ocanab ma <t 
theim. ^Coi^^plHtd tHan^ 3|» slsct. o^n.) 


m 



Lft us also hear and fuar 
his hm^dow He baa hin t «M 

HI his bcrvice: Ic t us hie gni^ufi^d 
tionable to tlwt dtligenict WiH he 
wc labour for ouMlve>, white* We 


csfe”' 


L» 


piuoie<>!> wc make in wisdom iind ^ gooduetWiTrend^ oor own 


^%ijihim 'inih^^bO «i^Ard M Niji j»re> nql ]Wattt^^lMNte4a PtW^H. 
rir^i Tbid^Uw meet iWpci>rt of dw Wfdib ph^tlhiW» WPA 
Koid Mtthrfn^alt Tt doM indeed pro* fibt^ dDilMieeijl 

' p ily pspie«i> the dreadfut slinchter of tm]|)eoitf4^<nm)pjb£ttB«|»pt 
Hip mfipnitent Je« by the kword of Oik h the fiut^tti jiere^W wt^rpS 4bn|i w n^ 
ether and ot the Itoiuena, hut that does aarded ^ , 

VOl JT T 



. ‘ 117 ^ 4 ; A^Jiectiptts 

■*• seen souls so rrjuch the happrer^ artitj wfll.^der tliem. so to jiH. etejr- 
jexLiv- nity. Blessed applause pf^sjlicaa ^ 

and sbftrjea reward as liberal ^ diJU, coiifi^riEd-on'a'faithful 
ste^rd, who should be made gvq&^wW,^ province coqtmihg 
» ‘‘ ieAcUks! ' 

Bet us beware of a slothful rk§hfl‘M pvrf st'oek: let tis beware 
**’of those hard thoughts of God 'whKhJw}^\d discourage us from 
‘.pursuing his serriw. Abpye,all| let iil'^ke he.ftd, that we do 
ilot proudly.andiU^oI^By of his anointed 

2 hS<mi and either sa^ 'aijtii opr ,ronguesj Of, 44v)?r6 actions, 

, We wiUmt kayo thif'tpfa^^p.reign for if we do, we 

* r-', ' speak y. word glorified by us, 

or upon us. 4im<obV'*^t|it s^^'we W; if day 

lie should 6rt?ig Us forth as'tli^ jbelhl^ss prihpr^rfiof his justice, 
and command Us to hesl&i^ tft His presence f How Can we with¬ 
stand his power! or to ibe'^’holfUs of'Wfmt altar shdii we flee for 
saiii^aiy ? O Lord^ ourfesh tfemhteihfopfear of thee, and we 
ah l^otd of tMJudgpun^i (Pfal. cx^ f20.)' May we never 
be t^fef ’misin'aore'objects Of^them; but having faithfully served 
thee here, may r4arbe to ias a day of honour, reward, and tri¬ 
umph^ which shall be to every'’presumptuous rebel a day of 
shame and terror> 6f dreadful execution and eternal destruction! 


•'-S^EC.T.'.GXt;^* , 

- ^ f i'i I - ' vf . ' 

Christ is enttrttpdigdjui 'Seihony^ And hh feet anointed by Mary. 
The Jewish rulevj^l^nM^d n kill Lazarus. Mat. XXV I. 
6—13 j .Mark XI^v dol^ XII., 1— 1 1. 

^ JOHN XIB li.‘ ■■ f jjjl_ j. 

sEct. rpLlJSM Jesus cap^f sir Hfwte iM 'ruhN Jt-susi sn 
cxLv. Bethamii wjycn was a village (as ‘lay* before the 

SSL": ri'ti! 

XII. 1 in the netghbourlK^ of ^yru^ale^;, Wk^e the ,arus«as,tthichh,wi 
'khode oilazarm.Wdit and been dead, whom he 

ouried> .[ant^ laieb W . an amazing the dead, 

miradehad ' jj„. xxvi c. 

y It ^ ^P||j Wmxoik^p j^eikan^j Now when Je^w aa', 

*• ffksj^emf mO' -Hijr froa* thaWaMflhn • but, on 

Pd8fla||iP/tb(! Hsmaoay ^piddiHEatioDt; |^^il$i|^ara to mo 

me tbw i.vaa.kma of ojn- . m^ynbsblv,—that Matwwand Maik 

Origen aqd'tieotibyUct, de* iltonid have'b>trod«M'ed tlus story a lit- 
by Le Clem and, J>r. Whitby, and Ue ont of its (ilace,—>tbat L uarus, it ht^ 
^^i^ially by Hr. Ligbtfoot, <Hamon. madetlii^ entertainment, (winrh S', not 
Test, 111,'80.} and Mr Whiston (m expressly «aid by John,! should have 
.^3 View of Hartnony, p, 198,199.) that* made iise ofSimon'a house, as more con- 
,Chfi story recorded by Matthew, (chap, tcnient for it,—and that Mary shotild 
axvi. 6—13,)audMark (chop. XIV, 0>r^9‘} have poured this ointment on Chri5t’^ 


VSti. 6 



Maty aiioim 7estislm'Hl. i'lhast ointment. 075 

jo Beti^y, in'.tte wber^^ re$(>rting. thither, be sect- 

4m!uS** 3^ W ii^ell, kiioji^i;"^d had jiiany fr/e^rfs that cxtv. 
1 . yiery wjwkrttioic^ to see him; afi be.was 

JottH 3tir;'t. ^mm ifk kpcr,^ ^ In testimany of xii/s. 

^BS?: «'«*,gr®W affeciion fqr him, 
thasmed: but Ut mmioth&'^supjper jor nun there, 

^iarus was one of And .tinted.him iMbe evening', which was tlie 

r'i'k the Jews, 

es^^etiaily' pp thihevenmgP®Xbeii: s^bath-days, 
v?mdh‘Wets ^pe>eaapn wb^ tbis/east was macle: ® 

dlstjopmsbed 

,bi^ iea^'OpaIj|p,oi^sio^'iL^^ 40, sect. 
^eViUs) fiayit^Vi^n that al|.-things should be 
HgHtly^rd€^, SP^‘/eflf ort Christ at supper; but 
La^sariU wits one w them that sat at the table 

A* ’' .u"' 


uaid. \erv costly; With UlS late ID^erCV^O tfCf iinni)% 111 ^'CCOVOrmg 

K;,“'l,a''-^S5d “ s'brotllet from jho.erayc, was solic.tous 
to i;ive,soaie uncommon token or her grcititude 
and respect to so excellent a guest; she there¬ 
fore fooA’ an elegant a[(tbusterpot, or vase, fc.;w- 
J about ia pou^ weight of unadulterated 
ointment of jp^kenar^f twwj ejccctdir^ 

valuable; tftid, hatplng.b^e the tpp.of the tri- 


liciul and Lodv, as welt as oti hiS feel|b' where they are sprakiog of what happen- 
flian tliat within the compass of four daya cd but two days before the passover,. it 
Christ should have beta Iwrce aijomted U Wfott probabJej (.is we have just now 
with so costly .1 pirfmtie; aiid that yfie stewDj.ttiat it is placed by j'.hn in its- 
s.iiiic fiult shoiil.l be found with 1)^0 ‘ah- dn^drdcr, and aa the foil iwing'latsap* 
lum, .'iiiil the same \aliie set on tire oinc- distinguished, and 

meiit, ami the saiiw. worifa iis€d In* ,(16-' Chtl|&ii'tnu«|diahttnftlrence into .leru- 
fciire of the wuinau; and all,this in,(hit, whic4 .jeibir has thed i<- tlu’ neat 

pieicm-r-of many <if the same person*; , JJotm iit, sect cxiti.j must 
ull whiih iinpiobablepnriiciilai'stnusl'be*’ (tSee ucen 'bjfi'thfi^first day of Uie «n'ek, 
admitted, (f the j.ones bt‘considered as tbii(^emerb^lfliliit,. fIbWure, ^'as on 
dilhiciif—Rut, afier all, t CAU as^rt. before, when the 

iiotliing confidently ; f-r Uicre is no i^- wilwat& 

|wissibiiiiy in the thing taken either ^ay. ' ’ ’’if tfiu^ker<iie3 nt»mv»l 'qf Sfalenard.} 
•• tn the Ituu t aj St7n/in ituCteferf] It is | cannot take upOh^Ine ubsointely to dc» 
nottobethpu^h^t hath® was BOW a/«)(*»-{ ,, W^jpj.pe wfta^lfOP tlie word anpxsf sign)- 
forin tbU t^wliB ’.■(ittW not Kaye been oih^nl 

siUibred tn’fivjg in a aod\. CBpp«ll(is 

Jews have con£e to «^hd«^Gibtius wrtd Rrttt- 

his house. bnt eHher hb was once alppAtP, ' 0 ) 0 $ ttinifc} {nr'awiwifiif.'dnd «• 

and hadb&'u cuiedhy Jesus, ojfietke the feititatbe jpi^dolarpartof ihetiagrant 
name was given to the faiiulyras sone ^hruh nflrrfo*,' of'wihiehth.eotwfmrrti was 
consideiabJe person ia^tt ha4 been (hr- made, I’hn. Nat HiSt. lib. vii, cap, 
merl v a lepwr. If the latter be the meaning of it, 

c When this feaat,wa!. made,] Though IS said of ip gn-at,value must jUs- 
^4atthew and Mark iclate the stgry," tl^'Otlr galling it unadulterated. 





, “4*/^ Judas condt)im it, mn^aspmble 

'4 

ti€f\ or shook the perfumed l;^|ib^'Wl;iioh was in fas 

**’>*'* 

forth the' ^‘asier,* she d^me- beWnd and jesusSfiiipedl 4 ff 
iffiv} pmtf^'d out the greater part oljt ,Ww.: 

’ he sat at meat, and anointed filjtjthh thTodJS 

with tl)e remainder j and, wh^p jshei, }|^d done of the ointment— 
this, she, like theJnmihje penjjtentmeuti^da- 
bpve, (Lukevii, 32^).,wij^d ijiw 

feet with the long ]S(|t5(iug ;ir&inea of ,Aer ‘ hafr; 
and the whole house was JUi^, pith, fAf irag^il^, 
and delicious odfmr / -■■ >^">V 

when-his dimpkts iL thi^, f 

1 ^ 1 ' 8 some that were vi^ wUh iiwafd displeiim^ E^«^[£e^ifert 
what appeared to them e?tV^ra'i’'sQj^i',th al had indig- 

__ j .^.‘J -.1^^ »__.L_^-k_ l _*1._ 


» it * » (I ) •« 1 «v»» ipiai^ W99%v< vt «iic« 

such i^^qjuajntity'^/' tbw neb hahiam ppurad out mi,tment 6 iadt f And 
, to so^^et’purii^? JM ihm secretfe'Wur- i%y mummed 
muredi^nst he^^d cotild hatdiy refra^nifem \ 

fohn rebuking her. for it. . One afhitJ^ipks tfm'e- johh xii. 4 . 
'fore,Judas Iseari/d, ^of AVi#aiipl, Theusmthoneofhis 

that wretched person whtarms about to betray disciple*, Judaa r,. 
Aitn, as if he knew not how, tot Jli>ea,r ,sucfLws* 8 tc, itiich'sSd betay 
expressed a peculiar ef 4 ot^i>,^v a,jnd -niAt aloud, him, 
b Why was w^, thifi fimfe omtwedf'sQfdfpr 'a f 
deaf of money ; for it must ba?e been wwth r^J nfuSTw^/fS 
[even] more.than, thi^, hduired’^pvtcej* lafASK, more than] 
thus It might have raEVp4,tiA>r the relief of 
, many, if .the price of-USijiji4ieen„^ivcf» to the (m/ i!^"SSvL * 9 .‘ 
poor f This wonld sorely hnve. Wen approved Misk xiv. 5.—] 
of by our Master^ as a much ifiaer^ and beitter 
way of disposing . 9 f.it, tWp thpivtnjayi^ it 


• Hmni iroif 0>e<4p 0 ^^ «i< 

*hoi^ the perfuni(|d bw^, dre.],'!Qir 
Koictoa Knat&hbiill aititDr.' 


Vtsiatain fbat «-n^«i4<ai^>do«vnet'yi|i^l 
ty that the iira^« 

think an impinbabW'di^dliyib^ 


think as mprobablegialfflnaiiM^^ 
only that she shook ^|ef ka * 

opagulatad of the rich hkb^ ah# 
hving It tosucli 

bo lit to. pour oat,,, ,yet I mitit 


.tber timela((!»,topjor9.4nnJi^f^cah- 
Wt <lSMinly.be said; aijKW^it is well 
InKI/H'n that the,plili«l, aitntber i* some,- ^ 
tM|^ put for tbl simndar. Se« Oen. 


ijriii 4; xtXr Sd-j Jadr. xii. 9.j and Mat 
Xani 44-‘*Soine have thought Judas. 
la<^iot W4a the son of that Simon in 
vboSa boui^ the feast was made; bul the 
namj^^waslor common, that it cannot be 
i^oniiUided' with any certainty. 

tiaa three huadretlpence.] It is 
to bd^riincinb^d'^iat tb^e were Roman 
^COl aid i^secinientlT ambupted to 

'none- sevmi shrwfl|w And .nx- 

pbodoi tb&aitpt^on onw wmatcs a 
at tbe vifop by a rouhd 
tabi; 'lucb, three Inindfed dei^rii 
WeW the corr^pofident talue 

with ns so) i at if we should sajs 
,00 1 like'obeasioitr. it must bate beca- 
‘worthabbve'tep^^linds. • 



hut Jesmjustifks mdprmends bet conduci 

oiV Hieip-Xiidom 'efitertainmortt of a 

wfkSSSSrt; , ■**!#<*( •««, nut imiBi it « ^ 

ws ■ Wl hSdl *M i^mled ike fufor, bui becau^ kt «as^ 

*e -bijf, ftnA 6»«) alMHsr^tOiidcfi^pidty aft<l SS®»f,« v® 

. what was puttha^n. ^ .^jg kept the bug which coff- ’• 

.tamed fe^Htt^<^'fltOJclc, wmed 
' put into he tbodght if so large a sum had 
come it) just befcae^bO (which he 

was now preji^Og td'd^]^^^,ahcaii(l thus have 
^ a BoVopWtonitjjM^ himself. ■ 

. , of Judas, and 

8^'^^Ssohari table censure, 

stood*«, ''ile principle ^ 

them, Why touiUe fifflOT wf»6h he Kpew [j#] proceeded, in him, 
ye the woman t [to direct^'his di|^^durseto])js. disciples, wAmdto 

h«h w5trt» g5 tbemMk^ 0‘^u give ipt^gr^bk alM|*unea. . 
uoik npoqi ' iifc:j sit^s^b'tk^S goQiimmitf '0^f»hosd piety and 
[Mm XIV, 6. jSifti fri^ft-gsbip wp haib’had S0‘t^«) expterience ^ 

' * ^ what,she is about ;/)r what jAe 

has aoW ptjfmned is e g(^ mrk, and she de¬ 
serves to be oatnniewlw for the great respect 
11 Forjfehave'the ^he has been sjhewiiig temrds me: For aj toll 
^ bedft: 80 ggested now in iavour of the , 
will, ye may dothoita poot^ ^ott^kdoe mem mth youf and pro- 

good.j but me yo vidence wfll con^iit^Hv ao'crder it, that some 
[m7w xfv. tjX compassiwi^Wed^eets.jiiiallh«still among you, 
xii, $.] ' that wheimer you may have an op¬ 

portunity to do fium ^)m} iut me you have not 
akeays with you; lor I am soon to leave you, 
and to be placed'beyond the reach of jour 
JowN XU.—7. kindrie^, '^•And indeed ipy.$departure out of the 
mv^burVm hlthito wotW 'is SO Hcar, t^'witb respect to this action | 
keptthil * ^ of out friimd wIi^b;you are ready to 

condemn,; f i^ir^lay, tbati sA<f has reserved Jhts 
ointment for tm Jay of wy^burml; ‘ And,- ,p(it 

'* Cnmed lahai was pul isto U] fbe' ^ref'of it and manage its 

learned Eisner (I !iU[fose Ittsviud the and thetefoxa/I c^ose not to fol- „ 

seetmnf tautology) voidd,render Iw Elj^or^ versiou, siseV' never .'l 

^n, heOijkamp, or (wtrird^ Uwt Ay ;Aignike^il^^iy(|ifa‘partlf>tivatcly, which I 
Jlor hia owb‘U$f, wa^ puVinta the '^td havhbeien eapteued by nief teals, 


Hjirae er W He rdera ax. 0, 
and lUat iii,)], yiii., \% 
each a uac of wht^be adasoibM 
frompolybim, AtheiuBus, and other'i^Ktd 
authors. (Elsn. Observ, 'Vol.'l. pi 333.) 
Put the ineaalug here maybe, that he 
had not only the keeping of the begat 
time, but that it wuiiis stated of* 


Aota V. ?, „ 

. ‘ Shi ibu rtsmeilklfiir lie dap itf mpbih 
Mr* ^feton (in Ins Vfew of the 
Harmony, p. 188) ttinlM th!$ ik‘hs if onr 
Xord had said,'» She has spent but a lit-, 
<* tie of tils ointment, ciOw; bnt ha'- re- 
“ servM the main part hf it to pOur upon 
f* my iiead some days hence, ahich sba!} 



9?8- 


It shall be memorial of her. 


»Ect. knowing whether she may h^ve^an-ioppnrtunity 
cxtv. of assisting* in those last omeh^ 


Uk%% tvf. s. 

she eauld ; /(fr in that ihe has pottred out that she hatbpowe^ 
»v''s thi 9 ointment on/my body, she^'ha& m manner, thn orntment im my 
coiihe before the time thus to dmintm^ tHm- SiSto aSJ"?' 
baiiD tnij body Jor the inmal; uo that? you may my body to the bury- 
alind^t look upon it as a wo^k of piety and love ing. '[Mat. xxvi. 

^ to a dead fiieiid,;'Where a'^'e^eroiis^jbeart will ^®'l 
9 not be sparing. •. AliH’’ on the whole^ though ^ 
you have .such hard thuught«l of what sbeM^ tbts gospel shall be 
been doing,- it ithajl ‘r®t fit>al|y turn to hef-t*- preached throughout 
■•; ■ proach br d^agb}1»ut asM.l^joBsly a(!ce|')t'i<, ““ 

' 60 1 assuredtjf se^ wito ytm ,''niaaihathdonc shaii 
this gospel of mine is preaiked, and it in-time be spoken of for a 
shall ij^ve its triumph over ^i wkd^' worlds this 
very action pi6.t|S,aud ^ffMibnato 

wonum has mw^rfynmdi ihaU be ttiSi^rted 
the hlsitory of rtSytjfe, and spokttn ho- , 

nour foi^a memo^iof friendship and^alfee-^^ 

tion to me; so that her name sbai1^ be embalmed 
in such a manner, as to be fi^fmore fragrant 
than the perfume which ihe has poured forth 
on mv head and,my,feet. ^ 

vii. l.) , 

.«Now these things passed at a hnblic eliteri^m-■, ^ ®«'• ^ 

ment: a gredt mMude of the Jetos ihmfori, koS 

who had been dubiousv^ethj^Je&ui^onkicome tiiat b* »as iIkiv: 
up to the passover or fdn^parp John *i. 56, »"<* 

S oslU (Jviickly got iii«tea^tvof,it, m^inew Ktotto'T.Mfc 
that he was there m* iJetliahy ; ‘md they came sec " i.azari>s also, 
thither in crowds frofn Jprusaleib,’ that in- «iiomhc had rais.d 
deed not only on aojc^nt of dfcsds;^^ had been 
retired for some ii^4/^d^l^so out’of curicritty^ 
that they might st;e y^hmi kd had lately 

raised from /Ar drod,'who-iig^ appeared' pub¬ 
licly with bim.'^; -;/■' 


John 
3^J. 9 


10 


Buf the chiPt^t^^sdd .other rfiemj&ers of 


lU But the chief 


“ be sft nefir'iny being filled mih the odouj of it: not to 

** contideied as jb( Ifiml.pf.Sibbjiil^iUgX |py, tji^tthepredicuuu elucti Mr. Wins- 
Butbcsidt.iv nie.gcoond rcfison^ hai auppoitiek our Lord to ut*^ ns quite 

believing tb^-action ntp^Utd, trlSittgr ^dd jWouttf seem Ji^bespeak its 

b.«ve been m^ioned in pots'S <t dljto S^coin^hshiAciM, in a manner wbich 

nsturfl i^uppow ths^^lO'tbe traiy.pi(»t bd n^yen'traiddi'bsyu stooped to. 
nf her and gratitudei 'she ekmld use ^ Who .wmc appeared piihitcly with 
this idm management of. keeping bark him.] Pedinps, an^ so cvtraordinarv u 
RMi^ that was in Ihc vessel; or that if she scries of pruvidcnceB ns razariis had pas- 
ted^lo.hnwouldhavetnentioQednieqitati- sed thmugb.' h^inight choofe t<> spend 
ttiy shetjok, which wasne^vVay to his pi^- pome tupcinretireincntaiidoytraordmarjr 
^ yose, or hare taken notice of the rnoai'a devotion ■ an^U is natural to suppose hi 



With 

^ek^l i'* '' ~ .r/WantilltiR.'^ r1iS£:rtci4t« nf vffuiiiV. th^Vr, £oHxuttJtrt''^y^ 


.,tb|:4j^tK ,of jesii'k, 

• ; , ■ pubhc p»(^«iition bf pri^ : ‘ 

liB^cauiifthatby v|(te wcH khew thatll 

rt'Z” j™J‘ wcSfiJ «W ^ <lei««e 4 tl*?'?. 

..r*»*wi'JSM so power- , 

Jestti. a^|g,5lf^j4ie:d<M:^»0'^tience of sp 

, ' 'tba^^ey Hdev^d m 

bfJiii! powe^ 

—■--s-^-s !• J ^ 4‘V nXeAA*^ 





[v? t|p^wei^ afwM lt:at 


' ijj)'iiasriiv¥ }4j«R(iji(ii *<, / r 

We see hm haapO^l-^^jf ;ip^rdyed, hr sitOng 9 I the fed 
of Jesusf oC j 6 eri|ftvi 0 g ahiW* 

better part. '3'9, let,j 8 fcwitl) J^-bo 

humble tharikmlnesAstaW'^/--^*^^9*iipP^ has given *"‘ 
us that and eteryr:d^grelsef^j|M-^i^ly^^ ov^t her choic¬ 
est ointment on true beli^^^ 

movQ (Cant, i, 3.) How , 

does her gen^rous love^ti^^pse who;gKi^ge every expence 
in the cause of ChriHl Sh vV '.V:- ' ' ’", ■ - 

When we ^ it were, 

anointing the feet fji^;iiid^,<pfetformthg a service 

far more acce|)^ahle thin 'kind could in itself 

be. Let us rememberj,u^t W ppor with usf Vei-. s 

an 4 tfiat they ajre.peiftwtteti to.cbpti«k!^'j»j^oflg us, that we^ma^ 
do them g&od wkst^et M* V> imagine, 

that what we so spend is /iLeL,aH who would not share 4__g 

in the guilt and hypocrisy 

of making a pret^edcoun^j^ ^P“ 

portunity of than which 

nothing can be more infam^, ^'t^n.hS#%dirj^cter tendency 
to mingle the consuming curse figbte^pu^and almighty Goa 

with aU that a man pd^esaes, v k ^ 

The Pharisees conspired to k\ 


at a mixture 10 



hate and perSecdl^/bther^i*^]pr,,b<^g’tte ^ 0 ^ of t|ie‘Re¬ 
deemer’s viotorv, and grace. i : , '.'V 


vioto^, and g 2 E;a<ce 

1 . " , - . 1 » J I) J .r. 

votild cndsavour In avoid the. inttioKU" would bO pressio^ lo^,np<ait him, perhaps 
Sity of ccowdVj who out Of' curioaity ,JDth 80 infe impemnent inquiries. 



But let not tke^, ^Mi£emr^4t) the 

^#S«v. X^rd qf-he^H U hk nfl»M^i%.(Jir. , Hi* i^S&ecti 


for "i&rfr $ecure^ ^t only frbp be^^estm^, l^tit 
^wnwwl by them.. - '■<?’" 

v . , ■ , A '■ v' ' v!' ' '’"*' 'i^i*V'!i* 








.*,r'' 

^ ^ y ' 

'U' 




C/<w/r/dt'f ctfZ/- Mat, 


XKI. 1-rf^j 
J2—V&. 




>#;.JoboXir. 



»ECT. 

pcLvi. ift'tfaie manner t6 , , 

xx? 'i the Model 


drew ntgh to 
BetkfA^ and 


' ^ben they 
bitto' Jii. 
"^’,’i^lcin; an4 wetc 
y*., iffisiiQ ftetbphage 
I Itethany j uti-' 
' monOt of 
tben sent 
M^firri Ilfefnf his] dis,- 


igolv.ed tlul| he w^Suwhmi^^tt |irip|p 

4s^ T «»■« ' Viiff'-'® '■ " afeituft yon; and 

i L^. bMmi drlaa-ikMui fka B^iAn 


to Jei^sid[$tn» 


9 st^iiThtt^wy taisoou 

SSaVVtg ta as ye be stared in- 

erbteh lies ybtidw .to k,l yls^iifiod 


mediatelvy a^ 
shall there ‘j^nd 'tf 
dl^br, a>yl 
dh'mhic^ 
aui 


or concern abobt tite 
Z[fttitil hithqr 


and a 

;'^v^'''«6lf (tisfl^ aitb hoi, 
:<§S. t^bcwfon oe\cr maa 
Lnw, yeti sat;3 
. me tbim.l and 
l^^bring [LDch, aim hr- 
.. thdir]untome.[MAaK 
&»"*/r^XL 8. Ltia^ XIX. 


^ JVeri come io Hdkpmee _ _ 
As Bethany wasthhto'IrBffoMi 
liOld set oat, aniM ha^re-!;' 
iyb*e t«Q jdacM thn lAj 




it'k^ fearSjf^ jimbable there were two 
ipie nahoe witbia a mile 
^3 it muc^tnore na- 
i> that the j|«hi|*.''6f Be- 


ibeone to nb-^ount of. 


It lut ofoWn 


'^wbicdt wnsfiaitoi 


thtfaji 

ed tn'^|ftik'6ontofOhi^ri|itl ^M-^utytheriUbnir^'Df'li^^ and: reached 
a Mbl)|P*day's joariiejfi'^ hot et^ht' from the^unt of'OliTes to the ifallf, of 
ffirlon^ diiitKAt from, fliw'<Sfty., (Cow- the ciiyi la^htfbot, Harmon. K. T, 
fmtBKhiv: ^ lAhta'i' i2,) Bnt ^s, and WbHby on Mbk Bf, i. 



settis ittw uss's colt. 



r^Bi!,, tijru* wM hm^ilksMu iesai ti^e Lari ma nted of him: vxi*' 
iSi awf^fw Pe|#JtI to tf^lwititorhy of my name anti 

hint:] antt th$racter-^#^.«;iR^ immedkuly send him hkhmr 
tray be wilt th^daoiy ifoat 1 may use either of them as 

cln y, t .o tiat yoa 

. may brn^ them oobn hwi^ without^any ap» 

2 .si<m of accusation .gir scandi^, 

/ifte tivo ^ on this 

|r6sunfe^»ot}to‘debat^. tht^i^oua * ‘ * 
vS’w <#«/*>« Bi;w th™: fc« If- 

{itixi:,tvena8.^>)^^s€^uy mdjmndyjusi as he had 

Hid ftnto,tiicmJuiariMsfl^rt!h^-|Ae»j,*‘ tke'iCcit with itsiiam tied abroad 

ttood «a very 


and tbay IooiA 
{as Je^jtui cooimi 
ed Uiatn,] (Mat- 


Mff'/ a^if, as J€^^$^^!imandedj^em, 
ediiitety beimti to i^f)^..tiie coU, that 
XXI. & Ldu xix; <1«? wiglrt *•»• wy-. 

^'L ifnr • M . WFwe^tWB tie coll, pro- 

And as It, effectually to prevent any 

owners.of it 

tain of tbciB tb^t wOfc 06^dst hat|^, with sOreral otiier persons, 
stood ^feod by tke^ and par* 

iJrSeMWbafiJ untoihm, mat 

ye?] Why loose are■Wr’^ 

the > Min* Xt. iLLZi^li l..l.!^l 

5 


Luke 
XIX. 35 


., ... tfo ^ offer to tintie 

,e colt? Mark XI. i?ef^^;wliich yoti fl'oiie of your own ? 

Miias xi fi.' ’And to "fhe^x as Jesus had order- 

they abik unto tlitdh td, Wc mean hofij^my tb'^yciu, or to the colt j 
tv«4 as Jesus itaf UiUt Jllshs tljo, MjP^sfrtigw of the blessed God, 
u.ThMhftowd^Jj andr,PmpneWo£^ need of 

iitn:] and they Utt AJ^^.and ,wou|d pi;^||j^|li^'/or {| little while, 
to fi<te'qi^yff|a:id,-lpi character Is too 
wiiill Hnoi^^WfftMyou auy ri^aaon' to fear you 
shall lose Wuy 'tbtp by your f^diness to accorn-> 
* modatS him In tbistiltk-Satikice. .i^ndontliis 


MarU 
XL <«. ■ 


^ .ha as he had 

exact knoi^ge w1Uc4 aihf t{^i^»ed. i^lmps ba 

«f so man« J^hie and ntoal^l^ti^us oggyuts ofl^ seatts iiAp;icn« 


t^llyto prerefit any cUmwr 
j» had iiwtjtbe 

-1 . . i V. j'Wn^tobe by, 

particulai^i'l^'t Luke expr^y Jitentioned 

K^nds.of m.biB^ers tui^ioilt or modem 

e«abU|d» some occaaou 

oh$9rvaM^jbet'iaanjr!$ti9irthills hddnr^ (wta{si(iS.»B oatu^ iOt tlie anibj^uity nf 
red 8 little before has 4^tb, «‘^cl|H.^n* the ironlSk;TA; ImM 6at need (fl'Att/i. Its 
sidrred III tbie vieWf'Jieye -id piosnUar bribe, a yreak and coiitamptililR rani 
beauty. C&n^are Mht. xxVi. 'irbuldbntba\t>|!H«ventcdthoir nsini( it, 

'Haik xiv, 15, Wj and Luke Jtxii. 1<1—13" as ue Wm by abundant experum t. 



582 The colt k bmighi, and Jesus rides in triumph t& Cecity, 

$acT. they ^|^ere thorocMrbfy sati«ied 4 «t)d let them ^ 

tammy «<thv.‘ ' , ’‘J , 

And thus they brought the colt to /em, and W^?*?***^ 
the ass\tb dam wem with U| and, as tfa«^ had 
oeuhk.*r ot them aiiy saddlei they /Argai their ^ir i^annents ^ 
loose mantles upon the backs %P that »] Close, amf 

Jesus might take his choice which' be- would | ^maTxxjTi 
rule, and might iit the more easily and. decent- msa XIX. 35 ] 
ly oil either and^ he chOiW the cohv tboogh 
(a& uas lust now said») it bad never been liAese 
01 backed before, they set Jesus thereon,* 

8 And mam, [even] a pery ^eat muUttudr, 8 And many [«« 
WHO now suriounded bim, whoMt on tkyo^ LdlTrK “« he 
tfij,' [and] uent on to the city, lO token of sat on the 

respect to him, sptead their mantles t» lAewejf, youngabs.a^] went 
that he might rule as upon one contmirfd car- 
pet *, and otherseut doom little branches jeom the ^nd other cut down 
treisl that stonaby the side of the r««d, andvkwBches {from] ofi 
gathered flowers %ich giew nearil, and Strew- 
td them in the way, accofumg to the asoalcas- xxi s 

tom of expressing the public joy o«t the aruval Im> xix. -t 
ot an\ illustrious prince. ^Compare I Mac.'*“^*'***'**~"1 
\iii SI, uud 2 Mac. X 7) * ^ 

Nm all this was done, and permitted by Je- m*t xxi 4 aii 

svu,. ty whM ms rf oU i MalS 

the Messiah might be Iplfllled in him • and that wa* spoken by 
by this oc currence it behtenAfaicwnplish- the prophet saj mg, 

ed II. huh uas spoken by the prophet Zechanah/ 


Mai 
XXI. 4 


<• 'Hit} fet them go 1 If tiltsc plural n(ttt|iberj iinphes no more than 

'Heti-n>t(a9 iberiossibly m^tbajthe oetting hum upon thsfdiantles thrown on 
aoqua ntance of Christ, they m»«hi ertnJy ttM wmeh be made choice of and i> no 
meet with h<ni at lerbaiMi, if they had itottmatlon of his ruling upon both 
a mind I inqniie altef the OjiS ^COlt j * AiheiatOn Ihefflmngaat ] Jrhn sav't, 
t r th.*! TiHghi be left sccorfing^ ihrnr he h vffo ind a ycun^ asi, 

dilution htsorneboitta m the CitV, or tw/«rma but as the larger accomts 
bp sent bat k by some bf out 1 dra%#- gt^ other evangelists in a {neat 
tendant*, tliougU the maugeiisItB do W maiknth Mperiede this, I tould onh 
descend to such rottt^ p^iCUUrsS- brief in a part of that clause Ijere, thoutfh 
Hi k is no 'ippeaipi^ m the whotdof this work 1 am as careful 

tendiiie to she t hiS simMignty Meffliiii- a# poMible to omit no one circmhstancc 
ffrring the pioperty of these u'fthc acred writers mention 

and though no donht he Itodi nfowef bo «Htuerally scempii. hed y^kitl 
dti It, hi* ii oal prudence wuld ffnibaUr wa yx^eni, tie 1 I shall not enter on a 
direct bun tu wave it at a tmie irlwvi^ patiie^ar ditafl of the reAt# whuh in< 
mail} eves wme upm blm lor ewl duceiipiatp b«l)ave that the prophecy ot 
S TAry rrl Jews /Aar^4 A« all tiie •'t«ebai^> hftfe Woted hcCiordrtg to its 
evaiwalMttbntMlitUie»g|ia*k axptesfly j^todft hW literf WnM, but content 
rfhis nifant on the col*, afhat Matthtlr mvself tjlitt referring the readir to Bu- 
sass of iribging them boA to JesiW, and hop CbaiHIhr’if Defence at thrivtnnih, 
pnttiugtHi them tlieirclotbcs, and setting p and Mr BuQoek s Vmdiqa. 

him thereon, (though tt bes^kenin the tion, p 175,176 



Wkat Zechariah prophesied was thus fulfilled* 28S 

(as it is »«««»,) saying^ Zech. a. 9.) ** Say ye srn. 

ren*lf« ^tiie *' the daughter of£ionf lejoice greatly, and 
daughter of a<m, ^ shout, O daughter, or inhabitant, of Jftruga- 
(rear not;} behold, “ and Jeav not any of thine enemies; for xxi! i 

j-ittiBg upon an ass, th^ grea|^pecai*d Messiah, cometh unto thee, 

and a colt the foal meeX', dnd oaring salration; and, in token 

of an UBS, ti of the gentioness of his adpiinistration, and 

his strict obseJrvaoce Divine ilaw,‘‘ he 
** sMU make hia j^nblic entrance into thy city, 
not as oth^r princes aHect ^ appear, in a 
ff pr&nd tnumpnalThatiot, or riding on a state- 
ly managed hi^ae^ decked with a variety of 
splendid'* ornaments, and attended with a , 

** pompods cavalcade; but he shall appear like 
one ef thine ancient patriarchs or judges, in 
' |he earlfos^and best ages of th^commonweal th, 

:S* upon an assi yea hi^i^ll come upon 

a colt, the^foal <fau a.U, Wmeh though it had 
never beendtacked before, sliall in his mira- 
** culous bauds be tractable and gentle.” 

JoHn XU. 16 . it jg to beobserved, that Aw apostles and. John 

'.iSnoUiH'^disa- disctples did not undeiitand these things at 
pits at the Inbt bvfi.fni, noT recollei^ the correspondence between 
when jesui wub ^lo- t|jo preceding prophecy and tneevent; but when 
Jesus ms raised the dead, and glorified at 
the right-hand of the F^er, from whence be 

'' HibStnOt obscivancenf OieDitiue matter of promtSo in the days of Uie 
hw.] 'ihi' learned ind ingunioub Bivb >p^ Mesbiuh, Hoi. i. 7; Mic. 10, II; and 
.•'litri A'k lus s(i thib fact in a mo^tJU'-t Zwit. in;. Ill—It i, therefore with ifreit 
and beautiful li,{ht, in his Fourth tits- proposty^bdiat Chri8un.bis wobt pub* 

St itatiun annexed to the labt (dit|oa Of In; triublpb Chosp, atioordiog tu the pro* 
hib l‘i*coursfc on Piophety. (Jod, that pheey Worej»fl,'to»ttffc oinwia i.—Xoruic 
(ii nii^ut keep the people of ftrafl k; a «e U^« waaan> thing mean 

moic scnsibli' ihpuideoce un biw$e^ and rimcdfoua** iit it; For the caspin 
furbade ihciuK' of that strong, gencto|^ ataSinttohlargej'and inuto beauti* 

.>uiliri.ijc:,ticanianalthehoise,(lob\j(Yi)r> f^f^hinialthanouisj and itpluiily ap* 

!«' -a») inthiir ajintts ai, also of obs- pSan, tijo j^trj^lis and ,iudj,es of the 
not" Deut. \Mi 1 . (t. ompare Josh m, Jbwi^naf^ it no dis,;ia(*f to 

t<; Judges \ 1^.) Da\id tburef're, who rt ^^ moa t^elffy^of Bluo'li Abi.ihum, 
rode himself on a mule, and ordered 5.) iMoSts, ^ H\ud. iv.'20.} 

Solonioii to do soon lusI'ononalioip’day, and Jah'e.ruDiiy, (Judges \ 4.) are m* 

(1 Kings 1 . S3, bit.) faurut the tbaoots , nSyr<>h<l|^'-ttat<9afUfepiLeii of 

he took from the tiieitaHS, qnd liaK^ t^^beg^eraldcscnptiOQ of tho-u that 
strung their horsi^s, to malte thont hnnfc nWetKo/nfeiuiet, Jiidgeaw. U>. (('otn* 
for war. (2-Sain. viii. 40 And after* 'p^prc Knianlt. xxu, 2}, 2 Sam xm. 2, 

\ arda, whin Solomon (T Kings K 23, iig 2o} So that ail the ndi* 

andsw'ecedlngpiiiiccstnnltiplmdhorsO'', eulc whu'h hss fal'en on this pxxsagc 
tin \ wtie ipbiiki.d by the prophetf, and must, to spetk with all ^K^ible cliirii|, 
thastisfd by Uod tor it. (See Isa. ii. be rotorted n the igooranoc of those who 
o,'I; xx\i, I; and no<-. xiv, 3} And have taken upon them tu ctnsuie what 
tlif i'‘ino%al of th(.m i* xpjken of as thaydid not understand. 



S84 Much people from the erne to meet hifti} 

nQT. sent down his Spirit to itiStriKt^thap in thetnys- fwjfflu- 

^tvi. tenesof his word and kin^o'en, then they 

membered ^hat these things were Written con-' hini, «ii4 thty 
XtL "tf teniiiw him ai thoMessift^j a»d [Ma#] they had tad done these thiug 
done these things unto him^ withbh^ny design- 
ed reference to the prophecy, wbt^at tlic tune 
of Its accumpiisbmeiit they did not'ao ipuch as 
think of. ^ ^ ' 

Luke jimd he hme nigh to the efty, [and Lox* Xix. 3 t. 
*“• wrts] 'WOW At the lower part of the descent gjf the 

tnount of OlineSf D^ich lay, as was said herore, attht descent of the 
lu the east of Jerusalem, ana «rad hut a fiew for- «<»»«* ot ohv 
John longs from k, Ajt^ mHUIMt ^ 

were come trom Galilee and other parts to ceie- were come to the 
brate the feosi of the" pa'<sotcr, hS^Mg heaiitf feast, when they 
by some who had rdn before the rest of the that Jesus way 
company, that Jesus ms eomis^in this sofemn 
pomp to JeTtmUntf immediateiy rcsol^od to gh 
' I 3 »nd usher him in\itb all possible respect: And ^3 Took briinchci 
accordingly they tooh broh^his tf jfalnt-treesj 
wliloh were cnmtitd0ly carried tferere those>*frio j^im, and cn^d, rio- 
rode in puWic triumph, afid Went forth to meet tanna, IMessrri u the 
him^ and cr/erf, J^osannAf Mjsy God s(av$ and 
prosper him! ‘ Biased [be] wtf Kmg of Jtraeli ^,f the Lord. 
who romes in the ndnVf and l^y the authority, <f 
the Lord oar God, to' redeem us, and to rule *« 

over us. (Compare P^al. cxviii. US, 26.) 
n Now as bh rode al6ng ib all this pomp, the i7 The peoiiU 
people xvho were wjdh htih^ whpn he ebUed La- '"?* 

zarux out <fhis grdsie^ and by that almighty c»iicdLa.!arii.. outoi 
voice, raised him from ^edead, among whom fahgn^e and raised 
he had lain part of four doyt^^testijied (iV] to ‘*''*‘*’ 

the strangers »^o werA,.cbme up <j[Ut Of tbO ® 
country, and told tbeni ^ha^ « miracle 

18 they had been eye-witnesses td. Tii^ for this i® Tor this cau»c 

cause, among others, and,moled if^th a peculiar himjror that th.y 
-regard to this, him from the heard that he had 

city in the mhimer Whii^,i&s been described dtmethi!. miracle, 
above j because they heard ^ he hydtdid^ this 

^rtmnnak* May dOA ftatbtinas m^RUoned w tta pteceding 

pet him! \ I stippm ftiitralHhinfroerabl Adira xi^ IS.) thoutd be the rea- 

biyinrormcdtttatttajilibteiii^iiara ithppcanthcu 

afinalt, signiiiws fieiCt ofiwtiA thse. frow (w It y«iy itatenal to 

b flbw the people vmMm mUi Staevv* that m \fhdr<[loie] is some- 

,|t is tmpoayible ttat'^ir net WkIwI- litM namiSRlc^shreente, soasto an- 
-Ikaiiding the^wopbecy «f ^ectaywti now, ewi>r Ur piSiQ or f aon] m out language 
or recoUi’Ctihg k after*arde (which are 



* cry». Jlossnri^i to theSon ofDaviii, 




,= .y^p- in SQii^^ qiiTCDm- sect.. 

1 • si%i>'ea)/e^)c$e4^ which he had wrought 

^ \" ■/' ,, * 

Lo’fe W'3Eix.-r?l^, \4wfhk’phol^i^tude o/ihe disciptes that . 

mJlSu A 

Ciples [fhatwetttbe. ^0^ W«f/oWo»W after, ji> 


ipt HfiOces5ion, bgmn greatly to w- 
^ v6ue for ofi 

n^irac^^s which, 
ihi .on'a great 

works that thjyliad vanlii^^l‘ OC^^jq»S, ah^l w'bich they now par- 
~M*«V xt. 9.-] <JO .[^wdj aa to now 3% 

38, i'lnd cfied.f eQhcem:$e of people from 

SA ^«li».ij «he« wumplw, 

blessed [» he. «w*l cijpgriJ^rattopE ; >nd cried wi#b aljl tbeijf 

’ J V. r: •'_1 M rri.-'_ .l . i . '_. !ii . • 


ciples [that 
fore, and that fol 
lowed,] began to re 
joice and 
with a loud 
for all the 


tiouietfr to the groat illustrl- 

o.£ the wbo.hbw, TOMCh^afes, to 


the king tbatCotttet& 
ill the name 
Loid , peace in hea* 
veil, find glory in tha 
highest. [Mat. XXI. 06 


*f profsp^yity ^tteoU'hJni! Let there hd peace in 
** ne^^f a^iqh variety of favours 
be 3i»pfelised frOmthenpo; return for 

them.*.let giyen to Gw t» the most 


** exaltiw 


A a xt. 10, 


It^ and let^Uf the highest orders 

of ^hgei^ join in his demises! Blessed and i 

t-.L _ I..'’ _-J-. _ JT _V 


Mark 


Blessed 6«tjickins^ ** pFPspefoug bethcs^tedkingdmf OUT father 
dom of our fathw ** ) May it speedily be established, and 

David, that coiiictn. i.* -*** 


David, that cornet^ Play It loug flo^bagh'j^^evon, that kingdom. 


in the oame of tbcv 
ina id 
[Mat. 


Lord, Hosanna io'“ whicH i^'oot ghipod h/|Sie aUrms of war and 


(he liighest. 
XXL— 9 .J 


'• “ ^rmenis rolTed’; ih bloW, Tipt tchkh comes 
** in'fhi ^ ^4. f^p4ers itself, 

by' that po^^^fhT'jnfloeo^e on men’s spirits 
^ which we vfcjiorious Over wbatso- 


ever would op^oHr^p^toa^j.therefore^ 
*; higfied afr^|! Rlp^i^n, and 




J" ’'’ I ■has 

lv^4 ^ptur^ ex- 
;^ijhe royal dignity. 


your”song$ and ym 

tbdy,4^pt^d 

- n ' " " 

, aptlyiUdiipaitii^^ l$wh|i<jfroai the Roman oppres- 

i and,' anbolder^ by the display of faiE 

power in the resurrection of jL^zarus, they fear 

cd not the resentment of their present master, 

fur declaring themselves thus openly in his 

favour. 

I . „ VIV ^ind some of the proMdnudenv\ov)s Pharisees, l-uk*' 
And somtj of Uiis who were among the multitude us spies rather "' 



^ 3 ^ J^eiu^ (Iffditds tHi^i finnCike^tensiire of the n^Mees, 


^ a* 


than friends, w^fe much the WgK Plii«i4^es,:^*om 

A^lMnonrsthat wore paWfo,feini|,wd'ii.alicioo»ly SKS'S- 
to A*fW|.witn an intent to eij^oarrass and ex- ter, re&^ thy dt!> 
vnTw pose him, ‘masteTf canst tboti-^ fijs^Ssed I'- 

■ * ■ aH this noise ? or can it be cpftsis &t idth thy 
great hunfiility to siifler itf- Wby u|||t thou not 
rebuke th y dmiptes for such’ da^gero^,tE^y|afftia- ^ 

'tiona as these r Dok thou en- ^ 

coaragement to Sedltipus^s^eechei, and to 
'Stand bj* the con^^b^o^sV^feicb ^'ay'foUow 
them? . , t’ '■ '■• ;-;■'■■' ' ’ ;X'' 

40 • And Jesus, 'who was hp^deterbaios^.io lay Andhesnswpr- 
■ aside that rreerve whieMlif ^_^os “‘*1 

formerly used, ansv^md.am^iaW^o themi 1 that if these should 

tellyoUy that the reason,for these acqfematXQbs hold Cieirpesue, the 

is so plain»; artd ^he ev^efice# of * it ,strong, SSyCTjour”*' 

that it must bja stopidif^ d.C^ to see, ,arid 

great obstiftacyleoj;' to own’' it^. ' ifVieH 

should be siknt) "^ne' inighfc^almost exptidt that 

the very stones sJ^tUd "cry ^«#,;to 

proclaim iny, hin^dom T'^yea^ 0 tjd wodld- even 

animate the stones pn such ait occasion,' rather 

than he vvoulcfr^frer pic to want, this triupiph, 

so evideiidy marked out by his prephetk^ 

Johiu i*AarfseAV'“'fAe«, torning from him with johwXII. 19. 
XJI. ipcnvy and rage ,pinery J^t^ktye The Pharj«iee« there- 
not that you mm >iWr.ihajmer' of adsanfvse by ?“*'* “'""“S 
all your consiikatiolB^ji apd the decrees ot yotir ye hoyr ye prevail no- 
sanhedrim ? \£RfAA/d^ the whole WoWd, W thing? Bchnld, thf' 
aftei' him, till Ke has hpWj^hrowjn off the ma.sk, ’* 
arid taken upon hito lyp d^fclare his pretences-,' 
which, if Che people thusfatl in with them, must 
necessarily end in our ruin, and jierliap^ lu that 
of the whole nailon; - 


.iiiiipjSiVEMENr.' 

Jtedeema' with 
'iding up:m an 

“;T/ - T ' w-':;'.'*®"no,means » 

ildicillou.s, appear- 

Aiat. ed.exactly as the Upomt? colii the fpal of 

ait'ass: not yet gt:pw^u,^iip totts'lbest form', nw,Adorned with any 
snmptuoii'»oreleg4®?f^urhtture, but only j^'cred wiih the manlks 
of'his poor attendants, and perhaps with nothing better for a 
bridle Chpn a cord^ trhich might have tied the foal at the donr. 

Let us imagine, that we saw the S»n oj (Hod, and the King of 
Israel, thus proceeding towards Jcriunh'in , a 'id i he people meeting 


Xll. 

3, 4 

Mark 

XI. 

4, 7 
Jubn 
vii. 13 



Re^ct^s.im.phrkCs trMph to Jerusalem. Wt 

Mot, apjr|p||r(),yndifig him with a£C)it,matiQns t ffosmnuh / se<;t. 
Blessed hehe thQ,t'cometh.iiSfih^a'^ ^ ike Lord! lio'mt our cmi, 
hearts suViog at the soutid ? 0 q not, as it were m spirit, 
fdrtlf wtth theiP, and join in th^jir sublime, though sfmijle,'song '^ 

7’bus tet us welqomftjiwn^intp our Rearts I Lpt us echo it back !" Mark 
Blessed be he tlJd e^msthM ihe ^nomk o)' the Lordf with divi^ ^ ‘ ,* 
authority, and diVine'ile^pgs luTbis Ijan.da t And blessed be w 
kingdom he hath iperpetual prosperity attend itf! 

May /'jie worM gtVfli^'aiswI^qf.sttbjep^j^it: ,aud may not 
the soiUh keep ImfnJatims he 'bm'n at 

once^ and'thousands tngrthCT made wUljmgJh the day (J his 
power / Surely i£ these,ai^j^jhjl: our aifa<^t^ionate wi^es, th.e warm 
and aealous sentinteBte’of.j^ti^^^ hearts, it may almost be 
pected, that the (ry.dutf. to accujie and con-‘ 

dpmn our magratefiil-^i|piiilty. *. 

vUnhap|>y Pharjse^ w^O-loti^ed oii>ihese7Wu>tip^,r with envy 
and rkge, and gneyed after. him! Yet John 

less unhippy, had they ^w r^ewed.their a^pop^ **• 

those I'atal attempts which and,tKl in thieir. min'^ut who, that bad 
seen the procession, and of the transported 

multitude, could ham imagined or Ijubti^edJ 'that before the end 
of the week theyshcftjld have turped their^ voices against him, 
and instead of Hosarmoli, should have cried out, Cruc\fy him ? 

Yet so it was, and it would he? so. Such, is the 

uncertainty of popular applause ! Who would then purchase it 
at the ex,ience qf bis'cpnsptet»ce, or eveji of hitf ease,? 

These transporls werfe raised b) the hdpes of n temporal kivg‘ Mark 
dom; and when those bQ(te$ were disappointed, these transports 
were turped into .rage. 'Oh that t.bere may l^e npne, under ail 
the engagenaents of a Christian, aot^eyen kd s ministerial pro¬ 
fession, who proclaim Ck^t ,mth great t|ppparance,of aieal, on¬ 
ly that they may exalt themselv€a'i. ,aml;. wisly prosfiertty to his 
kingdom, only as it tpay prpmpte.^ieir'oiyh.iptarest in a world, 
from which it was tlie great dekimi of fais !death to. redeem bis 
servants. ■ ■ -y ’ -'if* 


SECl^.rj^VlX^ 

V ‘ ^ t 


» T' y f 


Christ having wept aeir Jetusdlem, enters into it, and vindicates 
the temple a second time from the profanation'of the traders. 
Mat. XXl. 10—16 ; Mark XL I'l: Luke XIX. 41, to the end. 


, viv Luke XIX. 4l. 

l•lJKC ^ Tt'l T t (I* * la 

when he was pHUS our Lord went on in his triumphant 
come near, he progress towards Jerusalem; and when he 
was ciimc near it, and liaJ now the view ol' it 
before him, (the place where he was command- 



85^ Je/m weipf ^ 

swi, ing an ejttensivo pro^nect o^ ilf, hholiing tp m4 

!xtwi ^itu irt all its present an« glory, ^ 

'*^V^i‘^i*iiig tl^e ^lammes whidh vroijifd sboim^ W 

'' i??* *"7"’* otj, 

whicb brt now on the very povDfc of d;e<i^^ w^, tD* 

tei to final (Jestrurtion? O^ tha^ lilensILv^^ 

thougb withtthe 

tfitaptsed the mes^e^^ of wl thy prtM^lihou ^ 
h«(& but known aiTtf j^noosty 
j» thjis thy Idlest 4isty kud oppoftunity of jmee, 
the important Mi7i^ whiHih bef/^nt^ fq (fl^Wae^, 
and on i^thich fhy final Hkpj^ness 
)U7V} alas tht^ are tAtWm/^^^m 

^ wifiieeve thee in bis nehteous juagOd^Oltb*^^ t 
ajgbcted igno^^e and o^stlipate poru^m^ 

43 till It end in throe alter ram. i^^tbeti^fiakbipE «? lot th* <)ay» 
^1* w«j;«^*-^fatf4t'4Aiaiif eewe ft*** 

^ the bnW^ 4 Vlt"; 

ilHemm sm^dia/f^fosu akoa% thee, 

a^hat with J<lif*tny n, oUeTw ude, 
n,uj(peroua inhabuanWtboq neltn^r sbait he abib >/ 
to re$is{ nor to Escape them: they 44 An4 Bit4i ity 

iisJtaU level thee graund odVi^p thou ^ tue 


• 9 l^$i tlOit ki^ buenoil 4I 4 mr sdtdlSts ^Stt^stpSll;, they i<r three days 
tua (as «e bsve oUevVek aat««hne) tHitreubtfed ^ wpivA Vaii of thirty nintt 
OH l4ilce vde, dfly 4> tSA) diet the ^icleon w auvnakfertpoe^ with tUirteee 
, fijinKle M m MUMiRitt ms (4 to express castlOa 9 Ip *04 by this iQfena 

f * errfwt fritiCllCOinFW JlWHdh a'OC br« hat ophiia aqy ef the liwa 

1^9, and Josh ^ V. Al^hikyO wiHijbtbHntf^^^^^soape (Bell Jud, 

cottpeenoa jwiy jyill vots veiyww it ^le*v. «i|b m, 4 1,2 )-r-H« alse 

IfoHrtranhblMttbeieduM^ ydltm th4 yfMfl TWSoahad talten the 

.4 kn^cd^^ttbehn^ on|th v», Oofigwy h) hb *>](, the («m. 

bpeafcth; Mr eetyeWfiliSth^ tf«« l4«% |i|hib»rdi^{Pm wnh hie, t>e eauard 
wdi then^KeiA'^'io ydute in a alAesil f4i|^ ohth of the uwtple and 

dutiQft oa the hSMir 00A«dU«iHi^.4^«i4i^ hdJta^ fp ^ad lerelied with 

wonld haiie attandiM th«ii oh^ieail ^ bvljf three,to«era 

gard to hia ittvibiU(M ai|id f4Sai9>i0o^ piO nail tn^ he d epeclmeo c# 

But to add the gmAdepr (Bell 

whieh styna VfaiwtajW^ Puk % WJ, 4 J*) And 

'i euarva^dtap ePOtWertktttairiMs 

tv would 4a la oioft. w W stw«qd, «es upon 

wbtch learned «nticsbB>cyi^dDMfratd;;;4'ictiraf^i^f(e)PKvaie8 relatt<>, llist Gecl 
tbs Qrehk yracra aa imtSBOMef ai^lk* % f'* 20'—In abocW thoacunn 

Sgpto of <ipeQiB)h bee Sii. uabst^ pb4»nenfcSF«vecy {rail of Uns predict 
Siwi^ \o) I p IK tiou la reconlf'diiy^jhrscphus)u to adeet- 

h fAiiM enemifs rimA, iog and pwliteJar a WAuasr eep« cially 

jtc ] loiiphu'^ •<a>a Qjcpniasty, that in the Olxlh Book ot his ilenUh War, 
though It wna ihoufcht a peat and ‘tlinoft that 1 eanfet but r< r tramand tlieperu 4I 
impracticable work to efiQpmp'Us the u> of it to afirf (hrisluin a bo ban an rp 
ty wiUi a xill, vet litiia aniQvitip^ hi« pert «ty tf »e«]i ip i 



He enters the ci% hndgoes tolhe tempki 


m 


dren within thee; nkl 
they shall not Ichte 
in thee One atone up¬ 
on beenuse 

tho'u knewest not the 
funo of thy visitation. 


Mat.‘ 3tXT. 10. 
[And Jesus entered 
into Jeriibalem. ] and 
when he a as come, 
all tue city was mov¬ 
ed, saving, Who is 
this'LMAHKXI 11.] 


1 ] And ^ muKi- 
tiide said, This is Je- 
MIS the Piuphet, of 
iNiazarrth u> Galilee. 


12 And Jesus went 
into the temple qf 
(ilkI. and [when he 
li.id looked round a- 


st^dest, nnd children mthin thee u6- 

der tby ruin»; and shall not leave st much as^ 
stone upon anotiier in thee of al) thy^f^leod^d 
sacred stryotiirtsa; ,^nd aH thesC terrible 
ties u^erwheliiiri thee, heeauK thm didst jj 
^Twa? and'lonsulei? Mff appointed season of •> 

niercifuli visitation^ iior attend to Uiose oirer'^ ' 
tufes df gfiaee which J so often made ini 
persoff to thee* and hav^jJ^I urged with so 
much seriousness ar^ tenderness. ^ < 

, Jesus entered info Jerusalem with great Mat, 
solemnity, amidst the joyful acclamations or the 

S ie» pndffls hc made his entrance in such a 
ic aii^ remarkable way, the whnk city veas 
hid great cavwtotipn at so uncommon an appear¬ 
ance, saytn^f Who, is this that^.comes in all this 
pomp, apdf.ia attended.with these high congra- . 
tulatioo's? And Me that came with 11 

him saidj This is Jesus the gi%t Prophet^ who is 
of Nazarsth in Galiie^ even he that is so cele¬ 
brated all o#er the country for the ilime of his. 
doctrine and miracles. ' 

A>id Jesus halving come ifito the city by the 12 - • 
easterp gato, alighted from the-colt, and went 
directl^ into the temple of Godj whither the peo-i: 
pie followed hiift: and when hc'had looked round 


bout upon all things,] 

[Luke, begantojeast aiid muide his obserilations upon all ihinas 
there,as he perceived those, proianations Were 
again renewed which he hail formerly so so¬ 
lemnly chastised soon after he entered on his 
piihiic ministry, he^begdn with a hjcdy indigiia- 
1 ion to animadvert upon them, ,as he had done 
three years before,"^ md-to drive out all them 


• >ii! Am/ /ootfd round ai.<uti/pm alt on the next day, when'Christ tetkimed 

1 li lb plain fiotn tins (‘xprcsaimi of from Bethany tu ibe templf, after he had 
St. Mark that .Iomis, when liu went into cursed the Og-tree, that I cantincbutsup- 
the U'lnsileoii Ihe d.iy of Ilia public entry, po^ w<ith Mr. Wiirton, (in his'view of 
look paiticiiljr notice of all tbinga there. the Haiinony, p^JSC,' 131,) that tbit oc- 
which It IS hardly probable that he would ciiritnoe happemd'm'cs ■ and therefore 
do Hiihuut r<'forQiing the abuses witlv 1 have only ftVi^hhltresfbnt Matthew and 
which the Jews so shamefully pniAuied 'l^uke relm of this matter, rdl^rying, 
It, and Matthew so expre94y' Joins his Mark's account to' the nextdav; (stee ^ 
driving out the trad xb with the transa'O- ol notna, on Mark xi. 1.5.) Though, after 
tignsof this dav, that howsoever it ap- all, idiire not bc dpsii^nt in .a cade 
pears from sisverdl ip^nces that 'tM::! wMratim grratiBit cdtics ere sotnuOh, 
evangelists arc not always exact oh- di^edrin'tlmf^ntimenis. 
serving the order of tifflCy ^is highly ’AAshe had d|ie three years before. ] 
ri'Shuneble to suppose, tbst.lesus purged: I see no reason tu wouder at the reperitiorr 
1 I 1 C irniple on tins dav. Yet it appears of such an action as thus,' 01 to imagine 
•10 I’Videiit fi oni Mat k’s ai^ount, (vcr. 12 that John 5roul(l have placed this story y» 
--17.) that the tradirs were dmen out earlvin bjs history as he does, if iVjtad 
>01. II. I 



and drives out them that bou^lil and sold there. 


\Xt. i 


sE<"f. thi iiolil awl bought in the oiiier-court of the 
xivn ismplr, which was aji|>ointed i'or the (icntilc 
'^^jjro>'clytc‘s to worship ID, but was made use of 
hv 'he .lo’-ts as if It were a common uiaiket- 
place; and with an irn^.stiblt* authority he oier~ 
threxv' ihe tables oj the exchaiif'ers oj fotcijin 
irimeij into the (’uiieiil coin, which ihose that 
eamefioni disiant par's, misjlit watp .to ofTcr 
lor the* SCI \ iu’ ol the sanctuary, (See Fxod. xxx. 
! 'i, 1 f ) '///r/i,kc'vl^^'ovcitll^ued the seats of them 
that'told doves U'i' sacnfict^. /Ind he said to 
Me//? as fac. iiinifd iliciii out, Such practices as 


suid, ..iwid 
tlK‘i]i ibat] bought 111 
till'temple, aiido',('i> 
tliietv tlie lables of 
the inuney-ChaDKcib, 
•iiid iIk* seatjof them 
lh.)t buld doieii: 
niAHit XI.— 11 - 
! i KL XIX 4 j ] 


ll And said nnli- 
thorn. It lb wiittoii. 
My hiii'C [n, nnil\ 

li t be profane the house of God, and shamefully bhali be called tin. 

ho'jKo-if ))rdv< 1, hut 
yi havi'inado it a ilcti 

of thltM'S. fljL’Kl 

XIX. *f'.l 


P' vert the Use lor wliicli it was designed ; for 
li hs wriilen, (Ivi. ivi. 7 ) “ My house shall bt 
‘‘ valUd an htnisi^ of puiyer (or all people, to 
“ which they biiti!! resoit for the performance 
“ of religious worship.” but you Atftr turned 
it into an liousc oCtncrcliandise, and made it, (as 
the Prophet speaks, Jcr. vii. 11.) a den of rab-^ 
bersf* a place where trafBck is carried on by 
peibons of the most infamous character, who 
live by deceit and ojjpression, and piactise the 
vilc.st extortions, even m the hoiibc of the rii;[i- 
teoiis and blessed God. (Compare John ii. 
M—16, § XXI, and Mark xi. 15, i7, § cl.) 

11 - j-lnd there were many of the blind and lame,^ 
who had ho sooner heard of Ins anival in the 
city but they immediately desired to hi- led to 
the place where he was; and tl)c>, eameio him 
in the temple, and he graciously healed them in 
the presence of all the people. 

15 But when the chief priests and scribes beheld 


14 Ami iK- liiwu' 
and till'l.irniM .1(111 lu 
him 111 till' ttinplf, 
aiul he hnalb.l tlicm 


1) And IVlien tiic 
duel piieblb .iiid 


not happened then as well as now. (See 

John II. 14—16, Vol. I. p. 143.)- 

So nil* have observed ft gruftter seventy in 
oiii Lird's treatment of thu^e that sold 
dovrs now than before, as he now ov er 
threw their -eats, whet^s he formerly 
contemed himself with ordering; the own- 
ei H to take them away (John ii lh;)‘'but 
1 wilt not aubwer for the solidity of tlie 
leitiaik- 

.« li den uf vibtitrs.] Bishop Sinall» 
brouke well observes, (in his Answer to 
Wouhtorl, Vnl. I. p. 168.) that Qttr Lord 
in thisexpiossiiin seems^to allode to the 
eii.stom whirh robbers in those parts had 
of shelterini themselves in dens and 


caves in the wilderness, wherMjtrc.itim'! 
titiidc^ of them often joined in shami; 
their fdunder. 

^’'^e Hind and lame.'] Many -iidi hoiiIiI, 
no doubt, bo waiting in the i vi ml avi 
nues of the temple, to ask aim .it n 
time whi'O there vyimld be mch a '.is', 
concourse oF people. and tin re .sciriis, 
liticuliar propriety in our I orl's iii.ilU- 
plying these .istunishing miiailes, buth 
b) viodidate the •ixtraiTdiimry aet ol .i 
thority hehad justjbeen perfornii,.;; and 
to make this his last viMt to .loriis,al< m as 
conv ininng as possible, that iho''C i ho 
would not submit to him might be Idt 
miuhthc mure inevctisable. 



•'//c vinditalds in their Hosamatis. 99 i 

/^awnipjf*jj he{p'ii§^m(tt and observed bow skci. 
dfd.ftndtuLjKS wete tiding oat in thejpn^f^ 

cryiiurinthei«oipler<2^ ^otjtiftded the sotis whkh oiulutudd'-'T^ 

nk.l -ill__ 1 .1 I . ' . 'r • « Jl^t, 



him, Ht-arest thou 
what these naj? And 
Je.su» Raith 
them, Yea; haye 
neiior read. Out 
the ii)outh,<]f babes 
and siiuklipgs 


. jieitV «#'hls toyai father C!' iiThteud of 
beW%i^tS;Gdiiivi^t)Q Med with 

It) And said unto ; Jnd'fhey siti'd 16 

hear ebiWreii sau? 
unto tipi encourage these iui < 

« ye language^ as this ? 

It «. Insensible 

_ 0 . r - , is it li^dfiil or 

i.ajtperfected praise^ r^rpYe' tbcftt fof It, Are you 

,nS ser^^i’esj you that 

^be wmr 

Out (if 

t^'efkaiMo/^h^^Jik0/i0 thqa hast or- 
daio^jtbat'n^tmlr'W^^by thmhast ppr- 
“ /Vc/eif^birie we|lknt“S8 pf 

“ tb4iji^tfui|tieiits made Usethy,seryice?”£^= 

Voti regd'i^i J assure you/ 

that a^t'iGod/j^nuy jnsj^ces has used, and in 
a little^' witr. etrilbn^y ^ 

M’eakest'and oietobstof liiiaolftnd to accomplish 
his great and glorious purpo4^$; so this event 
is a most signal illustration of iltoSe Vurds; anti 
it ts’by a secret iultueuce of God on the minds 
of these little ones, thaliithey'arc letf, it were, 
to" upbraid yotjr silefice i^ 'iijsensibility, ,hy 
Kt> remarkable ,ah4 suitable ari'exciuinatiou. 

I. u /(r xi.v. 47. Af\d thus he u^s till the time of the passover, *'“*'*1 
An.i h<> taiigiit daily ^bi'dh was c^brated witltiii five days after ' 
IL Ind *!>»?)“ teacidn^daityhihe templet but the chief 

'iii*s.;ribi‘s, and the prUfsts^ and me scribes, and o|tiers ot the rulers 


Cut of the »iont/K^ bal».‘4r&V-JTo(r- , s Cel(M^t«d, witittn fi#e days after 
ilitiii which IS tb« phrass tbe t}u;i,j'fhi8 was ihu Itnit day of the week, 

l‘!>almi:>t uacs ill the passage liQre refer* orotjV'Lord’s day; incoutmeSiUFauon ol 
K'd to, was tnefiect tbeiieventy tea* whiv.b Pa)in*suAaay was lopA agodeno- 
df*!- It) tf^petfeit praises, itt that there is planted, and as veretnootes increased, 
nil iiocd to be solicitous about that Utile -was jjHurticiilar)^ ohaert^. 'I'lie passo- 
I.Illation HI the ‘lUotauoq—This gear- rer^was cclefiiirbit^ by Chr<st on the 
i.il obs-'natinn of David w.u greatly il- Thur^ay-fiight fmluwlns, and he nas 
liis'iatrd liy the Hosannahs of these cbil* cnicifted uu I^ihlay.ilonic tiaiii^actioDi 
ill'll, .iiitl \et miicli iiioie by the tn- of each iirtmening daa* art iw»i'u.'d m 
tiiii|di of I he apostles, weak asm many ttn'foHov ing hiftuii 
ri sj'i-i't^ they «oie, o,ri all tlip opposi- 
'k.'i'^ f J '-and ijiii'ili.,. 



7 'he f^riests would destroy are afrtiid of the people. 

«ccT. ofi/if people^ who had bc;fotts4^scree<iJliis death, chieCof the j^opie, 
yxitYM-tujcording to the resolution which\ tl>e sanhe- 

drtro hatl come to by the advice 4»f Ca-iaphas, ’ 

MV 4“. 53, sect, cxii.) wees still cqntriving 

how they might execute theithomd^^lesifin, and 
diligently sought an oppoi'lumiy i(t4idlroy him: 

1^8 But they knew not how to eB'cct it, 4^ could 48 And could not 
immediately j^»rf .,oot whut 
for that purpose^ OC, >vhat. sp/e ip»th<id'they 
might take to sei»e him; fot' oli jhfi, odf^imon to hear him, 
peoplf! listened to him with *0 great qtiention 
and pleasure, that they,bung as it worn,oh bis 
Jins while he spake,' ■ and pressed ^on each * 
other tor an opportunity of hearing , T;bo 
magistrates therefore feared lest tlie, p<i^place. 
nhoulci tumultuously rise in his defence, ifvthey 
orfertid any public violence to hina» and that, 
thus they might endanger, tlteaiselves while 
they sought to dekroy Jesus. ' 

IMPkOVEMpNT. 

Uukc Next to the sight of si Heeding and dt/ing Redeemer, thcic 
Mt. 41 surely be none in the whole world jnore affecting than this 
Which is here represented; even the^=^^ of God weeping ovei 
perishing sinners; yea, over the sinnt;rs of Jeiiisalcm. ^Vc 
might, perhaps, have, been .steady ,to think that, fprosccing so 
' circumstantially, as we know-lfc did, all the ungrateful an<i in¬ 
human treatment he was to meet with in this nest of murderers, 
with the scene of his sufferings, and the very house of Cuiuphas 
in his full view,* be should rather have uJcei} up a prwerb a- 
gainst it, and have anticitMtod the triumphs of iliai aw I'ul day 
when God would plead his cause with irresistible ierror, and 
avenge the quarrel of his sacred .blood. Btit behold, he .seeui'. 
to forget htmsep'f and all bht. wrongs, j^reat and cruel as tli(‘y 
were; and in the midst of a proCfissiqn intended for Ins honour, 
he melts into iearSf as if it were fdt liie.calamity of a friend, oi 
a brother; and says >0 the most gemiipb language of iinilisBini- 
1-blcd grief, Oh that thou hadst known, evefi thou, at least 
thy day, the things which belong to^ thy peace I 
'Behold, O our souls, with vrondcr t 'ld 'with awe, at once the 


1 They hung as et hi9 tt{Mi nhiie the cas^*.—I esanot fpih''ar refrTring my 

lie spake.] Tliis u literal impgrt of reader to Mr, Howe's oxrriji nt tieun^J, 
r^tn^ifAah ai/tu Ipb render it (aii cuiitldd. The Kcdei.nior’s'! ears woptuM'i 

in a late \m)otk) ' 0te ptjpulaef Oiere lost Souls j in which, as in most I'f hi. 
samgli/altachgil to bt‘A>elrine,K iiifttim praclual wiirks, thcit arc fiich suLlnin' 
('\pressing the fall sense. amj pathetic stroki s of true, niunly, .md 

^ ITou^e of Caiapkat in his full view,] Christian eloquence, us do a creat ho- 
If we may credit the liest a^connt^ nf Jc* nour to the language ai.d age in whx h 
rpsaJeui which remain, this was exactly they woe wiitten. 



on CkrisH moping over JerusAknii Sic. 


goodfusi z,v^^iteveH^ of Ood,i Xi. 22.) I'he sinfters of sfi J. 

Jerusalem mpt otier, and yet shan^oned to ruin / We J«iVc 
part in ait this; the till-.rigs of the ^cKpifi are //w? things wkkh be^ ■ 
long to our peace, the Utmgs em%&eh o.or everlasting happittess^^ 
•depends, k-t us reinemi^r thatL-th'e'ttH&e will come, in winch, ’ . 
if we do not attend'*to tlie'ffl4'*hey"wijD be- kid from oUr eye's. 

There is a Iunited i%.'trf^inei‘c^ijBnd graces and tlwefore to-day., 
white it is called ^sef hie-^voi^f^eMd not AardeH our 

hearts, (Heb. in..ri^ilSt #itght<«l mer^m tetire,' and 
vengeance take t# or^vengiotice wi^k wili laR tlie heavier, 
and pierce the deetferi 4?a|i the lang^rnff'ering 
and goodness wbreS haiTel^eb feSe^ised^pier^ ymn. Let 

all, and especially the ’learn comiias-tioti to 

souls by such an wben the atrongest efforts of 

love prove inefFcuffu^ wSiwr recav,ef)% let its at l^st bt mourn - 
ing for then) befon tjhe tm'df atid imping the ruin which 

we cannot prevdnti.'. ' ' , ’ ^ t 

Though ChrfstM^un^he temple fro^%beprofanaiionaof , 
these traders at the beginnirig of feb found tbo same 

pollutions returned at the close ^-it.' And^^s, hbw often do we 
find it thus with re^bt to our heattsl^^How soon do those weeds 
spring up ^ain whiehi^We had been ettds§*tvO«ring 'Witi» a reso¬ 
lute hand to root'.up; and bpW'Often are efforts for-rfeforniation 
forgotten, oven when lhe=^em»S^appeared at first to be uiost 
necessary! Let us leanr'of £?i4f*i^»npt to^bc weaPy well-doing, 

* but with continued renew. ob> ortd^vtBirs again and again. 

'I'he sci'^es a^ Pharisees eiwfed Christ ; but the children l 
.surround him with their ffostintuths'} and he graciously accejits 
their feeble accenl^Of praise, as ordained by God out of the 
mouth of bates dii^'suc/tiiag^ ■ I^oi^ wiii he now despise the day I (^ 
of small tilings. Oh tlia^ we 'might Kaye thypleatmre to sec lit¬ 
tle children profldoncing the name, of C^r^t'With reverence pud 
love! And surely We; who add,’with a peculiar 

accent, Oh that tb^ ^oir!'May they loaru 

the song from our lips; and’^h^* 

tinned visible proof of the devotioh'stad affoctioB with which -vo 
jnesent it! Awgn. ‘ , V 


? 


SECT. eXtVlH.\ 

Some Greeks *hat came to celebrate the passoter at Jerusalem 
are introduced to Christ, '^hq enters on an,excellent discourse 
parikukrly mted to their jtffrekmstdnceiy^dnd retires in the 
evening to Bethany. John Xll, 20»—Mat. XXI. i7; 
Mark XL—11. ' ' ' ' 


JOHS Xll. 20.* 
AND there were 
' t-ertain Greeks a- 


JOllN XII. 20. 

A ND among those that came up to Jerusalem 
" from different countries to worship at the 



294 


Smie Grteki desigt^see Jesus. 


<ECT. fmt, there vere some Oreki^- of^ ^erj^ns who 
cxtvhi were dohcended from Orocian.par^jp^, ancinsed 
lahguage^ brtif had forsaken idolap'y of 
XII. 20 aiTCPitors,' atid devoted theinseVrei to the 
jii God of JsraeK’* These thire^i^e th Phi‘ 
lipf mho was oj Jiethniiidat a city efiroH^^ and 
ieskedix as a lavonr oi^hm to )iitirbdifibl|i^e,iin to 
his Maitcr, sapng^ iit^arV^y i^eetfdl'^lrOHer, 
Skf we earnestly deeth to se^ ai^ 
sus of Nazareth, of wifom wt-^old 
suclf extraordinary tliihgis.>vi«id dow 


mengl^in^l^t came 
up in woTsIrili'at the 
feast; 


. 21 The game came 
therefore to Plijllp, 
svliich «ag of firtlw 
BAida of Galilee, and 
deiired him, layinfr, 
Sir, «e «ouid »ec Je¬ 
sus. 


been reeijived into #itK 'siic'ii;^ftosual 

.>■ ■'‘'yo'’ 




regard* 


Upon tliig, PkUfp tomes tHie|r 

request was to Andrew^ sidi<? of 

Bethsaida, and hud been'adqoaitiCed ^:iVitb 
Christ; (John H„40V44, 8eCt.''3fSU’‘RsH.) md 
then Andrew afidPMi^, hzem^ k|reed upon it, 
went and who wl|re 

rnm»» I a fh^ frt'Kim* 


come to the feast d^ired atfhSIthn^^ 

C3 And Jeeus ihimediatciyldrdered 'fbem’ to' he 
brought tOihim; ahd^ uiey trere approaching 
him, ne emwh'cd iMm, A% length the 

hour is come/amf the ^ponitfd/tiro^ is-Jtist at 


S'2 Pbilip cometli 
and telieth Andrew: 
and agaift, Aiulrcw 
and Pbilip told Je¬ 
sus. 


23 AtHi Jt us ait- 
swered thi'in, s^e.ving. 
The hour u cojiic 


«.SI?ne Oreeiij,---«tmbadjdSVi|l«dtlie(b^' to ob'^el-^e Ux whole 

selves to the God' of fgl^lj,,, It ji# nnvf„<<soinp«WiJicuii, 5j \j;i. 2 ; siii. 
strange, that sucb.learuedCrittcsastsdb'c' 43^.) Yii^.i.ttdln^t venture confidently to 
V'o<»sitis and SalmSsitig btitiuld rijn^gitt^ affirm id ^ ' 
thC'iewarshqtperSdr'haretMiirinidul^mHTg/ BfUi^tM'sif GalUef.] Thlt^tovn lav 
Geiitili». I)r, W’hitby, and se*4rsil'Cij^^'" on Itip .iiori]^ bf Spophoenu in, from 
con<^>lmble wri^m, have ii^^'lltousat v^aoa ,^'a .Ipr^tjus tfi^aks) ^ thesi' (ii ecK s 
(hat they were Wh as an cutnmi^l;^ niighfe^lwe;so tbatthey might, perhaps, 
eallcr] pme^lH /ie^afe/th»t ft (m. ji|aC(^!iia^tci|l«itl>^^ilip nan neighbour, 
most r^rfen wedhTiovd’il^rsanAiVhW. wti.aani!ij.'t tay «hy this eir- 

having ]siDouni;^,^|i^ry,.:4ind''>Wia|;t^f.bln9^do'ifilwiu^tn him is here men- 
vorsbippers of Rtland argues, that 

according to' lanr 'bf li4oges/bd.^pitfr heth-'iudas of which tins 

tilltted to dwell jis^,^i9tp|itllb-4*ortlt** Sco Rt’lainl. Pa- 

.among the Je^, thpii|h,W%.fith;.#thp 

freedom And if bitt 'Jiyaiisn be«b ‘‘Jijsw'iwaiertrf 'fke 

thought,' I hat tha^ nqnd|l'vihinb "Mdl phrase bens bitlmatna th suitableness oi 
shewed ldsu«b, ia.tkdioatbnig t|;i«^brt 'tbdlia1|0ftbjLddk:'><)pa to this pariiouhir 
ofihefAntilee, (wl;ere,tjigy B^seiphWft't , oc<Qaii^,, h]f i^pillng to which, many 
leligious worship,) Ko^ o)ute^l{^te*,^'of tlue,bf^tibs (dl It will ho di cou-reil 
oiH profanations (^tbe'Jebs, (,Malt. ]»i ftar'diord ml^,. peibaps, enlarge on 
73, 13, p, 990 )migld4*<n^^f^<|4lHm a^afrf^fbBse VtdJ^ybnd if hU heariH-' 
persons to addieiaUjiam^veg to >blin.>a- frgik p.due ootted^n thl»,in, and made a 
But their,attending at the. wd^v^lle^ pf^pey report,on the>r return borne, it 
me rather^ to imaging,''i|[whh dhtdida, might prepare tbe way for the apostles, 
M'scrI. Sae. p. 6.) thaf fb^ were i^hat when thoy eamy by their prcai'bing more 
the rabb'ies now call pnke/^fet t/ n^htf fully to unfold and illii'.lraie (hc«e lui- 
that IS, such as by iqircunaci'iwi ytOrtaat dfotrmei. 



He that serves Christ shall be hommird bi/ his Fatlur. 29 ^ 


'.hat the Son pf man hand, that the Son^f man must be glorijud; and stcr. 
'should be glorified, j j,ayg 

you look on the approach ol' these fM-vtn 
' Greeks as an earnest of the flowing in of all ifn’ 

24Veriiy,\crily,l Geiuiles to iiie. Blit wonder not if my d.Mlli x\l\ 

T'pt a"?onf of^be^t ‘^5 ^ ‘'"J' ^ 

tall into thegioijufi, and ajssiiroyou of it as,a nio-st solemn ami 

anddie itabideiha impoFtant truth. Thit Unless agmifi flj wheat 

tJwground, atiddie and wa^te away there, 

Iriucb frSft.' remains single and alone^ but if tt seem to die 

find wither after it is sown, such •$ the pnncipio 
of vegetation which it contains, that a new pro¬ 
duction rjf the like kind arises, aod it brihg') 
forth tmcfi fruit. And so it is thaf I myself shall 
fall, and a new scene he opened, in wdiich my 
kingdoih shall .seem to b.e utterly lost and iiorui; 
yet, like the .spring corn, it shall assuredly 
revive* and appear beauiifnl and friiitlul, 

« lie that lo\cib jJut^ in 'tlie mean time", Such difliru’mos aie 
al»o to be exiK'ctod by my faithful servants, that 
his lift' mtiiis world, it IS uut fit f should iiitorin these strangers ot 
ih.nii keep It unto life what I havc oiice and a^ain told yon; tliat he. 

•ifrnal ^wn life too wi'll to part with it 

fur my sake, shall lose itf and eKpo.se.hiniM'if to 
death in the worst and most dreadful sense ol the 


word; but he that acts as if he hates Im life in 
this wotld^ by expo$ing*it to the greatest dangers 
in the cause of my gospel, sfutflpresei've it even 
to everlasting life, and secure a state of iinnio* lal 
glory and happiness (Compare Mat. x. jil, 
.sect. Ix.wi; Mark viii. 35, sect. Ixxxix; and 
:.'o' li any man Luke xvii. 33, sect, cxxviii.) /f ani/man ihew-2^' 
fbUow™**ni('*^*^ .fore would engage to as one ol iny 

Wbt-re I am’ there pCOplo, let him rcsOlvc tO follow me U In- 
hull also my ser- thfersoevcr 1 ghall lead him, whatevf'r dangers 
^antbe if any man difficulties may lu* in t!ic way : and let him 
know, forins encouragement, thata’Aeec I am, 
or where I shortly am to take up mine abode, 

' ' there shall alsa’mvfaxtUfvX servanl be ; for I will 
assign, him tui nineritnnce in that blessed viorld 
.where ! am for ever to rest and reign after all 
the sulieriogs T have endured herl *: and 1 asssure 
you that, among all that follow me, ifau^ mar,'' 


^ tr tiny man sffie nic.] Our Lord, by theprosolytci'of lightconMirvi, buUlio (' 
tins iiid^'initG rxprossion, slignqly in- of tin* fralp,'^ and indeed ^*^ f.i'J»c 
’innite.,, that his kingdom to beof a trouNOt'nOhMhftn-rlxes.might.'jnO.fn 
v'f’i y ovtpiixn r ital.irr i and that not only belici iog tho snsp^l, be .'.diiiitn’d into it 



396 Jesus has again the ksLimos^^ a voice from hectoen. 


SECT, of whatever nation be b^, or whatever liU reji- »»c. Wni «iii 
cxtvjn gious profession may before have been, will faith- *^^‘*‘*^ bonoui. 

fully serve me here, him will [mjf], father also 
XU. 9b hinourf and confer such rich rewards upon him, 
as to make him for ever both great and happy. 

27 Havin,* said this, our Lord paused fora while, 37 is my soul 
and entered on a deep contemplation ofthpvery troubled; and what 
different views of things which lay before bun- **»•! 1 say > Father, 
And ilicn he added aloudriVwj^ hiy very «w/it' 
distressed and IrmibUd in an atfeqtiiig view of cause fame i unu. 
nay a])prQachtng sufferings; and tehat shall /thi!.ii<mr. 
say'^ What petition shall I offer to God, on this 
occasion? l?ball 1 say, Father, save me from this 
dreadi111 Aour, andl'roin all the ago^'i$s which 
1 am to endure in the gloomy season bef^e me ?• 

Na}, but Jor this cuuse was 1 born into the. 
world, and for this end I came even to this pre¬ 
sent hour, that 1 might bear the sufferings on 
which 1 am entel'idg, and might redeem my- > 

38 peojilc by them. And far be it from me 4 o 
draw back from such engagenients and under¬ 
takings: I will therefore much rather say, Fa¬ 
ther, glorify thine opn name, and,idispo''« of me, 
and all my concerns, in such a way as may most 
effectually answer that grcal^tjgnd! 

Then, at that very instant vVfiile hdwas speak¬ 
ing, there came a voice from heaven [which sfiid]y 

1 have both alreaily glorified [/VJ by the. whole hav- t.. . 

of thy ministry thus far; and L will glorify [iV] '*'•* glurifv 
yet again 111 a more signal manner by what far- 
tlicr remains,before thee. 

L'9 The multitude therefore who stood hu and heard- 
JiV], though nut all in a manner equally d'istimj, 
wCI O periodly astonished at the awrql sound; That it tbundeted 
and some ainopg them Said, That it, thttndei'cdj 


28 I'alMcr, plurify 
tliy naaiv.— 


—Then caoK 

there a i’ou-e frum 
>iti/ing, I 
oth (’lonricci 

: again. 


• If'iaf tkaU /toy f FslAir, iat* tne/iom 
thihour?] I sujipose few need be told, that 
the poinl.ng of the New Testament ia far 
lers ancient Uian the text. Jl-i« agreedtie 
to obsei 1 « I'ow many dlfTiculties otay 
he removed by varying it, and departiitg 
from the common punctuation. ot «bich 
1 take thit to be oria of the most remark-- 
.nble instances. For as th^ text doe'i not 
oblige us to It, it does not seem natural 
to suppose that our Lord actually uUVred 
this p(-titiou, and then immediately re¬ 
tracted It again. 

I Smd Iha rf thftderrd ] Thunder of¬ 


ten attended a voice from heaven: (see 
.£xo(l. xix Id, 19, Bev. ir. S; vi. I, 
X 8.) In aliusiitt to which, pi-ihaps, the 
VQM itself was calledby the ani-icnl Jews, 
Bath Kid, orihedaitghlsritflhevmce, being 
uslierxii)n with lAwader, and, as it were 
pre:4uCPd from it,—Elsiii r has shewn that 
the heathens reckoned thatsiidden thun- 
del/,was a ‘ign Uieta prpyer then offered 
niCtwiththciuO8tiitV0urabl"irgard (8er 
Eisner. Observ. Vol, I. p. 334, .33V)— 
Dr. Ligblfoot observes here, (Hnr Uebr 
in loc.) that Christ had Mure the testi¬ 
mony of a ivw/rcm Ac«se/j,- lost, whci' 



When he was lifted upt hemould draw all men to him, 

«Uien8ai<i« ADaDg;ei while Others ^ who were nearer, ww?, That an sclt.' 
spakB to film. /o Am from heaven. ' <xlvik, 

30 Jesus answered But Jesus ansft/kred and said to his disciples, 

and said, ms Mice j distinctly heard it, 7 ’^j 

* 10 , but for .your from,heaveh chiefly/or fflA'cf, 

sakes. who was hefote as;sared of the aflcction of my 

Father, and knew the purpose he bad formed 
to glorify himself by me ; 6ut it was uttered for 
yourSf that you may not be oifended at the treat¬ 
ment I stiall meet with, and quit your hope in 
me, and regard for me, on account of any of 

nienunhis^worhf' suflfermgS wliich are coming upon me. This 31 

lUTw.shall thVpimoc indeed ti^a^very critical and important time: 
uf tins world bo east for now i0he judgment of this world^^ which 1 

am gom]^io conquer and condemn, that by my ^ 
death my followers may both be taught and ena¬ 
bled to triumph over it, and those may be con¬ 
vinced of sin that helievemot in me: (compare 
Gal. i. 4, and John xvi. 8 , 9.) Yea, mw shall 
Satan, the ruler md god of this uvrld, be cast 
out from that empire which he has so long 
usurped over the minds of men, and especially 
over the heatiien nations. (Compare Kph. ii. 

And 1 , if I be 2 , and SJ.Cof.' iv. 4 .) And when Jam tiffed upyi 

elrth, wn/draw tlwOgh I may seem thereby to 

uieh unto me .be made the trophy of mine enemies, yet such 
shall bvO the effect of that important event, that 
/ sAd//thereby draw all men to tne; that is, I 
shall lay a foundation for conquering the most 
stubborn hearts by so neb a display of my love; 
and shall by a secret, but powerful influence on 
their oiinds, persuade multitudes of all ranks and 


he entered on Ins public mmistrv, as the 
High Priest of uiirprofesatoa, athisbap- 
tiHui, (Mat. Ill, n.) and then aercond 
time, when .(command waagneh to bear 
him, as lb'> girat P^'phet of the ChurCb, 
at his transfiguratioD j (Mat. xsil. 5) 
and now again, when he bad made his 
pulilic entry into .Ferusalein, as a king 
8 A'otD if ih« judgment of thit tiwfd.] 
Mr. Massey readers thi%(m his Vernac. 
Sacra, p. 6, 9.) Aow u .'Ai' mr(d emo to 
its ervu • and (Jro' ua and More (in bitr 
Theological wor’ , p IJO’?.) explain it of 
the redemption oj the morlit, or itsvindica.' 
tion from the bowlage of ^tan. But this 
i» so unusir.!! a sense of the wurd, that I 
iliuose, with Dr. Whitby, to understand 


it of the condmnshon of the w',tU, or ot 
the indgnMiiIpassed uponils«icked imo- 
ciples and practiees, and of the victory 
which Christians'were to gain ovt r it in 
consequence of the death of Christ. See 
John in, 18,19. avi. 6, 11. 

h 0'ben I am Mted up from the e irth ] 
I thfnIcDr Whitby’s note on th's U\i 
sulBdentiy vindicates this version of lar 
SfP the Greek \ ersion of Dcut 
vii. 1; Judges \i. 3: xxi. Sl;'QSain vii. 
13; 1 Kings xiil. 31; Job vii. 4 Froi 
lit. 34; iv, 13; ftk- lii 16. and emnpart 
John xiv. 3; t 7bha id. 3, and 3 John 
ver. 10, where laft^Svi may signify, 

I lomr. 



§98 The Jews are offended at toh^ he sai/s of the Son of man. 


SECT all nahons to list themselves under the banner 
cxLvni I raise. (Compare John in H, 15. Vol. 1. p. 

xiI 'm he spake of his being lifted up from , 33 (Tins he sani, 

the earth, as signifying by what death he skmld 
<<k*, even by crucitixioii, in which tlic person 
sudering was lifted up on high, and bung as it 

34 were between heaven and earth. And in ge- si Thn people au- 

neral it was understood by the peopte as im-V'* 
p!\ ing some violent death shortly to come upon ti,at chrut abidcth 
pi 111 The multitude therefore answered him, for ever: ami hott 

l\‘ (' have heard it taught as a certain truth out 

, . j* L ^ t .• . •' of imn must III* lik 

the law, or out ot the volume ot our^acred writ- uj,; who this Sou 
ings, that the Messiah is immortal^^nd abides irftr.ur' 

' f>r ever, “ that his kingdom is an Vt'erlasting 
kingdom, and his dominion continues unto 
“ all generations(2 8am. vii. 16; Psalm 
Ixxxix 29 ; cx. 4; Isa. ix. 7 ; Fzek. xxxvii. 25; 

Uaii. ii. 44; vii. 14.) and hew then dost thou, 
who now plainly professcst thyself to be 'the 
Messiah, sfl?/ Mat the Son qf man must be lifted up 
from the earth, and die a violent death ^ Who 
is this Son of imn f '‘ is he, as such language as 
this might ,scenir to intimate, n different person 
from the Me^iah, whom tve have been taught 
to expect under the title of the Son of man ? 

This was said by some of the multitude who 
were ill-affected towards him, and desired to 
find something to object against him. 

35 Then Jesus said to them, Do not cavil at what 53 tiiph JtMis viu. 

I now say ; but remember how short this oppor- I'e Ug'i!' 

tunity is, which, through the divine goodness, wuhjou. waikviuip 
you now enjoy : yet a liltle while is the light with ye iia-- tae light, icb' 
you, which you may derive from me, or nfy 

servants who shall come to you' in my name; 
walk therefore while you have the Ugh ; com¬ 
ply with the gracious purposes of God in mak- 


• H'ho it thit Son of man f J A writer of 
great note iiitPrprete this as if they had 
said, “ Who is this that so absurdly, 
ar.d iiiuoukistently'With Uie piophets, 
" spcakii of himself os the Sen of imn, 
“ while he l.ilks uf being ({fted up, ai^ddy- 
* mg J” (St e Or. Sykes on Christianity, 
p. 110.) liut the sense gis'en in the para¬ 
phrase appears to me more natural, and 
I am pleased to tiiid it in (ir‘<tiu8. 'f'his 
was a real and imp irtant diflieult y; but 


it was fit some obscurity should fur tlir 
present be leftnpon it, lest the plainiK'ss 
of U>e prediction should iuikp pre,M nted 
its WconiplisliinoDt. Oiirl.otd tlicrrforv 
gave Ute discourse a u-.t ful turn, and u 
,fea davs more procluiim d the mystery 
whiih he bad before revealed lo liisapos¬ 
tles in private, when he set out on his Iasi 
journey to Jensalein. (Sr. Mat 
18, in.'sect rsln.1 



-Jislis refifes m ^evenittg to Bethani^, 


darkness come upon 
you; for he that 
walketh in darkness 
knowetbnot n'bither 
he f oetb, . 


36 Wh;le ye have 
light, believe in the 
light, that ye may 
be the rbildrcn of 
light.— 


ing thiesc di%ov«rieiS to you, and regulate your sect. 
temper and conduct by them; tAat darkness 
majd oskr.take'^u, that you may not be do- 
prn^d of thfi’ gOspef, and left in a night of ig-xii, as. 
jRorancf'aitd misef)' ; for you know it is a most 
unccHntqrt^ble thing for a traveller to be be¬ 
nighted in'bht way^as ke that walks in darkness 

a6d knows not^ 
what dangers be may 
fel^ ibei'Vety'nestt step he takes; and much more 
dreadful wittiit bd’ for you to be desferted of 
God^ andrldH’tothe darkness and folly df your , 
own he^^ (Onmparh John xi. 9, 10, sect. 
cxxxiXj^lBst" me therefore once more sen- 36 
pusly a^^Kindly exhort yon, that whik you 
thus clearly shining around you, 
to Sttieve iji the light, and' honestly follow it. 


— These tbmgs 
ip,ikc JCBus (and he 
left them,] and de 
parted, [Mark, and 
now the even tide was 
conic, ho went] [oiit 
of the city untu Beth - 
jnyJ [Mark, with 
the twelve;] [and he 
lodged there [ and 
did hide hini'-cli from 
I hem. [Mat. XXI. 
17. MaruXL— U.J 


These thiitgs. J,es%is: spake, when the Greeks 
applied tliemselves to himt^bnd as the unbeliev¬ 
ing Jews wer^greatly irritated by the at:tion.s 
and di«soCirsea,^\t|ie 'dfty; and would not be 

left them^ and de~ 
parfdrf theihse' fo'a. retinfetl place: 'and when now 
it wafjsrtein the evmmg^ihe privately went out 
qftheMtJd ip Bethany,' with none to attend him 
but fAir apostles; etnd, knowing that his 

enennics ' were watching, to destroy him, ami 
might' haV.e attempted td seiae him by night if 
hfr-had forricd^'it'ier^s^loni, he lodged there at 
Fethi|Q;yV himsdf front them, to 

jt^ as^hh^'tif their delinerata malice till 
was come. - ' ' ' 


A' ^ ..t,mpaOV_EM^T,- ' -f > 

Who can wonder,at the desire tli^se Greeks expressed to.sir<*vpr. 2 o. 
so celebrated a t^Orson as;J^ri4r We hope there was pome*ji 
thing mpre thath "l^ere -curl^ity in it, and that at length they 
saw him with bdievitig ey^^ and, according to his prediction, 23 
glorifed hm by .a^oordial aoceptaoee of his gospel.—His disd-2'2 
pies, we see, ' >vere rt;ad^;f0'dnfeMjJ,cq themf^aud surely every 
faitiiful yninishr tf Christ will undertake tbe^a&k with pleasure, 
when he sees souls awakened by divit>e grace, and inquiring af 
ter ,fesus with affectionate concern. 

lilessed be God, it has already, in many instances been seen, 
that by the death of Christ an immorUtl seed was sown, which 2 < 



3Q0 Reflections on ihe'happijfm^U qf the death of Christ. 

SECT, has multiplied in all a^es, ^nd is ^ill Imiltiplying: Oh that it 
cxwiu nii;:;ht liave’a greater increase! One ivonld tliink that words so 
gracious as these should promote that mrfasf, and operate uji- 
every heart to produce a tvee to him sufficient to conquer 
every danger and opposition wHith be met with in his cause*: 
26behold the promise which he has lett*t|lon record; aw/man, 
“ be he ever so mean and iinworthyi will but faithfully sene 
** and follow me, whatever his" former wanderings and rebellions 
** may have been, where I arti, there shoU also my senant he.'' 
Happy state indeed! not onlVj fdte thcfc OrCeks, to have a tran 
sifnt sight of Christ, bat totoB/oy'gxitf/' With hirn! 

IJo\^ admirable is the love apd Isjedfastness of our Redeemed', 
who procured so great a.happiness f^tis at^so dear an Spence! 
.37,111(1 oven when hU innocent s&ut ipi troubled in the view oi 
h\s suferm/^s, instead of' declining met them with joy ! 
How should it animate us tb renew that'gbneral comprehensive 
petition, than whiefjnone cah be there, suitable to us with regard 
to .ill the divine (Jispensatiqns; Father, g^mfy thine own name ^ 
28 Glorify thyself, 0 Lord! and to that great ^ dispose of ua as 
thou ploast'st; for we shoul^' lphpr odrselves if we had any in¬ 
terest separate from'^ 

- We may be assulr^,^as certainly as by k roice frmt keavtn, 
that this gf^at end shall bC'answered; and in tins we should re- 
3 1 ,32 l^ehold, the prime of th^ world ^ cast out I Behold, Satan 

IS vanquished by ChHstj is iifted up on the cross for 

a standard to all the natiohs. Behold tbb attractive magnet by 
wbicb all men are to be dr^n, by which all his chosen people 
shall be brought to him« and sp raised; Up to heaven itself! 
Let us look unto Mm from the e/idis of the earth, and labour with 
our cold hearls'to aw'akep.tbem to tnatlivdy and ardent aflee- 
tion which \ve owe tiSfhi^.who was Cfucifiedfvr us. 

35,36 For ever adored be 'divine gracd‘jEor ^"gospel light which 
disciivers to us sq excellent an obj^tll|itl^> We use it to saving 
purpu.scs^,^sp walk in it,“^^plffQ tna^^pear to be the chil¬ 
dren of light! Let us.ti]in^ of that last of mankind, 

when the children and'beirs' of ligStand^^kness are once for 
all to be separated^' Let'Q|thldh of thq MoO^i^ eternal night, 
which will shortly'oyertpIceJhos^ gospel is now 

despised; and remember ho# much it will aggravated by the 
light we bdve so long seen; . Do 0 whose word 

light arose out of daraness, iqlluencc* on our 

licarts thy light and thyi truth, tl^t'they^may hed and bring us 
to thine holy hillt ?^Ps^l.;'Xfiii. 3,J and*tfat^t We ippy have Uje sa- 
tiJaction of knowing^Mhither m go, evci^ When iioe walk through 
the dark xnlleynf th shadow of death, (.PsaJ* xxiii. 4.) 



The Jews are hard^j^d &nd will ml believe^ SOI 


SECT. CXLIX. 

John's reflection on the infidelity of the Jews. As Christ was 
• returning the next imri^ng ie Jenisaknt, he curses the bar¬ 
ren fig-tree. John Xir?S7-**4$j Mat. XXI. 18,19; Mark Xf. 
12—14. 

JoH'* XIII. 37. ' f - ' V .JOHN Xll. 37. 

jjrx though he had j^OtV sucli was the perverseness of the Jews, stcr. 
tWsomanvnd- ' add such the prejudice they had conceived cxus. 
b.& ag^jnstouir Lord’xbM Ihoogh he had snfantly 
not on him- ■ dpctarecLMiis^lf to be the true Messtah, and xirs-t 
though diom so many undeniable and g lo- ' ^ 
riotis mii^&s at Uiis and other times before thern, 

‘ ^ in |h^it! ^^ 0^1 public places mid most numerous 

the greater part of them were 
hardened in. their infidelity, and, notwithstand- 
iitig all that h;id said and done, they were in 
gdhcral so obaHliatc, that they did not believe on 
".•i Hfiai the say- him as thc Mt^stah. 5b that the saying of Isai-'^q, 
ingofEsaiasihepro- prophet wus plsinlv fulfUcaond verified 

fiihdbvhkhhespsL' them,* which he spake in the nara'g of C’hrist 
ibho hath hr- and of his servints^ rcfei"r|ng cxjiressly to the 

luied (iiir report? gospel titpca,' 1.) “ Lord who hath be- 

and to \(bom hath ,1. i » I-' _ l .t 

the arm ot the Lord hovea 6ur repoUf md to whom hath the arm 

hern revealed > “ of the Lord been so efifcctuaily revealed or made 

“ bare,*' as to conqueir those strong prejudices 

“ which men have-ghtepained against thine 

‘‘appointed metliod. of salvation?” . 

And,.^o>‘ this reasb^. tfieym re notV in a man -39 

iibr i^ttefly incapable of believing^ because\mny of 

thebi paying long wilfully opposed the most sut- , 

- * ,S(j that the uniinJ of’ tsiStA tjio* /«$(/. ' aliWs™' acfioiding to its oftguml dcsiga 
Aii ] It isapparent, (astbatetejudicroU# and lilieral tnoaning- 
.Mr. Jrfficy has obser*«d ip, his Tm ^ the lurd been reveal- 

Oroun<l.v. Stc p. lift.) .that t’b« ,«/?], I *ltprehendthi< phrase may all«d* 

plishment of this ptophecy t'OvM'not be tb tbeliabit g^ntfrally worn by the e.-es- 
tbe end tlier propoSed to therd.iulve!. iir: td/ns, topecially by persons of rank, 
thpir unbelief, aaulcoottqoently thfttths ,»I|i<!b was a long rube without sleen*s, 
expression Evo WMifAn iiiilst be r^d<9red. ^ab that when tl« ajni was stretclicd out 
at it is hero: which » av be appKedip se- to perform any ai^ion wliich reqiure.1 


1“ rhrrefoie Ihey 
could not belies*, 


venl other passages; and shews, bf the 
way, how precarious Cult n^mark br Mr. 
Pierco IS, by which, be woojd make that 
pbra-ie an argument, that the scrlptute 
introduced by it is quoted not in any 
>n<-tance by w&y of accuttunodatiotlr bnt 


strengd*. ‘t would appear uncovered. 
(COBi^re Iin. Ih .10.) lo this connection 
it seems, strongly to imply, that when¬ 
ever true faith is produced in the mind it 
f^O be confsidcred as the eitcet of a dn iiir 
energy. See Eph. i. 19, and Co), n. i'.'. 




302 


The prophecy of Isaiah'^im fuyilkd in than. 

SECT* ficient and proper iipethods of coiiylcttoiif^ were be^ae that 
oxLix at length given up bv God to a judicial.bardness 
and blindness, [jm] the same prophet /MmA says 
elsewhere, (Isa. vi. 10.) “ Havihg tefiwed to 40 He hath blinded 

» hearken to tbe voice of God, he righ- S“oid*^tbe,rheJ?ti 
teous judgment blinded ikeir ^es, esmharden^ that they shoidd not 
“ ed their heartlest they Meu/d (as'be«dd» in ««* rfw oye*!, 
“ the name of God) see toitk their €ye;»i md 
understand with their.heart i (Old heoai^^led, euwitkeij unA i 

“ and I should heal and save thm^ whiebj^ after should heal them. 

“ such ob.stinate perverseness^ 1 atb determined 
that I never will,’*, (Compare Mat xih* 14, 

4115, Vol. I. p, 359. and Acts xxviji.’^k-T!6ej3ff, 4* These things 
things Isaiah spake when he stm his^^t^tren h,“‘Jiori‘*" id 
the gJon- of Christ, who was then spake of him. 

of the Divine hianifestatiah, Itnd ' 

and of his times in tbe awfutwords' 
above, which ftad their terrible ac^tttptisb'mbnt 
in the men of this gefieratjon. ,■; ; i - 

42 Nevertheless, at this, very.42 Ne*'erthelpss, a- 
many even of the rulers ikeRva^Ws were 
inwardly convinced,-that ne -wa.^ the Messiah, onhhn: butbreau.c 
and believed on him as such, stttt expecting that of the pharisees they 
he would by soqie surprising^, providence be 
raised to the throne lsr^el|5|ii(> they did hot 
think it convenient as yet to ioh^ssiih^ 
vlctions of their own hearts concearniiig {Attn,] 

0 He hnt Minded Iheir eytt, vadkerdenei' chafined bhii^If exactly to the aord:* of 
Uicir heart.'\ As God is said to kafdtn (he, the jlrophti, but the $,ense is plainly the 
hmrt of I /larvoA in one place, wlnhifi) acf' satuo} awI>^i^thiog was more usual wuh 
other It IS said hekardemtd^it aant’AfaiI; the Jews thho to quota scripture in tliik 
(Exod. IX. 12, and nil. 15, dhd as^ ^ !$hfcnhi'.aiu3, do Formulis al- 

ue ought to b« very tehd!*r of wrib' lejnnih," p. 3;$% ' 
wg to God any thing that lookif^hice > These words 

a necessitating inrt itmoe to impel'm<dt ' se^ ^optma^,^ refer ii> Chn^t, that 1 
Ui sin 1 appr^end that all ive arv^ bcri^'^iiankit but the argument ahicli 

to understand by God’s blibdin^ and the Ivarricdv^Bi^pOp Pearson draws fu.iii 
baldening these ,le«s IS, tfiAtbc hsf. t, tuw^e.that Chri'.t was the Je> 
ted Iheni to grow more',^^'irui4^'|ire'‘< hoVah^llliit'^ke^pjltilla'prophet. (Peai- 
ji'diued against the gosperiaftdi rat ^iEw'-'kort^cW the.t^eeir,''^^ ) Dr. Clarke 
iv.asuiis, acted in such a mahtiel^'aK M, itideed'exl^liidsit q!f rering fne I'aihrr'i 
knew would in fact be abused by thedi'. |ieryH^ripG'jQdiitrbf,Trm. p. AS.) Kut 
to an i[K'rG.i^e of those prejudioes. ^Isb' ft it to on thliit siipposiUoii, 

learned, by consisting the urigiiialB df -a’hsd ^'eratigblist iiitinded by adding 
the places below, may see instawt^^ bf a' that'Jibiise^ s^g^'.ef Aim-J and it, 
phraseology nearlj’reseinbhng mardillus* quite'rincx^yleit ,t(> suppose 

trating tins. Compare lee. kiii.^i Eatk. ^at atiIf!/l)^^o‘!itiith different tigmlica- 
-xni. 19, 22, xiv. 9; xt. 25; Gen. xb. tidns ip the line, as that Ihe me.iii- 
1 -^; Jei. i. 10; iv. 2(3, afld Acts a.. 15; ingsbould'be, ho sa* the I'athei's glory, 
where a peisoois said todo wbai heper- aod'Spake' of (he Son, See VitrugaoB 
lints, or «iidt he decfjics or ffirelfb.— I<ia. vi 1, p. ,«/ 

< ho et angf’ii t in this quotation has iiof 
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d d not confess him, on occount of the declared etiniity of the Phari- 

pnLtr"orS'?vn^ should be 

giigMc. cast out of the synagogue, and be exposed to the 

p^reat ignominy and secular detriment which 
4 j For ti'fv loved necessarily attended such a sentence. For 
th« pr-'i'’'' "f ifify were such thoughtless and mean-spirited 

ofn-jd. creatures, that they loved the praise of men 

more than the praise of Gods and durst not face 
the contempt of their fellow-mortals even to se¬ 
cure the' approbation of their Maker. (Com¬ 
pare John v. Vol. I. p. S77, 278.1 This 
was the state of things at Jerusalem, and thi.s 
the elTect of Christ’s entrance into it, as relat¬ 
ed abov6. 

-M IK K i.K 1'2 But though the malice of his enemies was 

l'* ai ibt'inormnJesus, and he was sensible they were 
vii!"thev»eirc»nJ coiiuiving to destroy him, yet on the morrovB- 
fruin [{('iiuny, |is hp momivg he again .set out with his disciples for 

rv 7 t'p'^wiriimi"r' th^ were come from 

I w!i KXL i'k"j° ^ Bethany, as he returned into thecity, he was very 
hungry; having come out early without eating, 
that he might neither incommode his friends, 
nor break in upon his secret or public devo- 
i;) And srpiiiq a tioiis.*' as lie was now o» tAc'wflj/, seeing 

[lu tiic a single fig-tree^at a comidenAAii distance, n'hich 
w^'^da line spread of letwes upon it, and tiiere- 
it], li hii'iv it. iiii!;ht f‘'re appeared to be one of the earlier kind, he 
jind aiiv thin^ thpre- went up to it, [tosee\ if he could find any thing 
? "!* 7''7' it to sati-sfy his hunger; and when he came 

miihiiig [i er<- i)| it, htfoiiod Hothtug tliereoH out leaves only; 
imi [oiiiv],/bi’there was not so much as any luiit in the 

lor tiic titup ot figs . ijy which it plainly appeared that, iliou'ili 
it looked so beautiful, it was a hairen tree. 
Now it is to be observed, that our Lord turned 
out of the way, because, as it was yet but eaily 


SKCT. 

exuv. 


.Fohn 
XIL 4? 
43 


Mark 
XI. 1? 


*■ iipitlu’i incomiDcdphia friend', 
iKirhicjibin upon hu devutimm.] 'I'bis 

miiiit Lpitiinlv h.i'f licflii thu jeasofrof 
ou. l.ordS lioMg'r, ior Done can irjriag:tue 
th.it till h'jiipiiLble and modt •<u’iail>ly 
olilii^od f.imilk (•( I ez rua vonld othPr- 
ui-c li iw sud'pred .lesv>s to POiiU'out 
'Hithaut ealing; or tliat if he had eatea 
that moi'iiiig he ivo.il.l have been -oiiun- 
, gr\, hi'foip he had w-lkud two mile's, as 
tu go iKir of the wav to g'liher *ik!i 'I o 
me there appo.irs an incYpre-.slide ^arm 
111 this nblup.i hint, it shewii liowiitile 
the pv.iugclisiN were itiplined t(>e.'lerin 
lu panes "f** “<■ rejecti ns oi' the ext el- 
)<iiv e|ui.ictvruf tlieii iVAnterj and is a 


specimen of tliat simplicity and modesty, 
uhieb might, independent uf uthi r aigit- 
meau, almost coni|jel (he assent of per- 
uns of H like temper, to the wondeifnl 
stiry which they relate in so genuine 
and iinpfipctcd a manner. 

f Smng a unglegg-tiee,] Thougli in 
(lipfirstcditioiilhadonly followed Mark 
and rendered .t, seeing a fig-tree, I think 
upon farther consideration, that a-uMt 
fditti', which IS the expression Matthew 
U'e.s here (thuiurh nur translators make 
n<> dificreiicc) should haiebeen rendrrgd 
a sin le/g-lree, which 1 have now inserted 
in the version. 
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But Ending it xvithout -fauU^ he curses it. 

stecT. in the summer, the time of gaUiering waa w>t set. [Mat 
exLix. not [yet] come;‘'f so that bad this tree produced 
'’•'“'^any, it might have been expected they would 

growing still upon it. And Jesust Binding it And Jcsub an¬ 
te be a barren tree, that only made a promising fnaVeat fr"nt 
appearance, but had produced no fmlt; said to ot^hce hereXr7or 
it upm this occasioriy*^ As thou art fruitless pver: [Lctnofmi^ 
now, continue always so: let no man from 
nenceformrds ever eat Jrmt of theCf nor any And insdis- 
fimit hereafter ever grm upon thee, ^)u//f<5 cipies iieaid»/, [auu 
disciples tieard [iVj, and took ^notice of the 
words i and as soon as be had spoken them 
(though his disciples, as they werepassing on, 

“ f ‘ ’ 

t Ihc time fgswasnot [yet\ come.] doe*not signify, asaomchA^p 

I shall not trouble the reader with an fari«ied/a kindjy season for figs, but the 
account of all the strange tdlutunt irhich time of gathering them in, 1 think the 
have been given to the difficulty which learned Bishop Kidder has abun.iantly 
immediately arises in the niind on read- proved, (^s his Demonstration of the 
ing this clause j nor with the particular Messiah, & lu p. SB, 39.) Compare Matt 
reatoiis which m.iy be offered against xict. S4}''M3rk JcR 2, and Numb mu 
c.ich 1'he best view of them all, that I £3—It utrnethis intriprctatiofi oi the 
can recollect, may be had b)'consulting story, though incomparably easier I n.in 
Witsius, 111 his Meleteinata; and-I think any other I know, will require a Irau*.- 
the best Solution may be seen in Mr position of the clause befnre us, as if it 
Hallct's Nnt^ and DisTcourses, Vol. I.I» had brcn said, He came, \f hnply he mght 
p. 114—124. It IS certain, as hr has find any Ikmg thereon; jor the time of fgi 
there proved from lucontestible. avtbori; nnt yi t; orui when he came to it, he 
fjr, and we have observed elsewKere jpnnd moihmg but leaves But no iiitei- 
{notet, on Luke vi. 1, VoK I. p; 980), jiretation whatever can make the last 
that the climate of Judea being abun- claiise, as we read it, a reason f wh.Tt 
dantly warmi-r than ours, the pas'uvcr, stands' iihnaediately btf>>ire it, that he 
though never later than April, commonly found ribthing but leaves; for it is well 
fell at the beginnuigof their harvest, that known, that if our common fig-trees ha\e 
IS. of their summer, which is tbe^ vehe- no young rigs on them m March or April, 
mcutiy hqt, not only in May,, but in they can pixsluce none that yeai. None 
March and April; {in which last this pas- Cfin deny anuthcr transposition of the like 
silver probably feili) .compare Jonh. ill. kind in the same evangelist, Mark xvi. 3, 
15, IV 19, V. 10, 11; and I CbrnnAxii, 4, (sect,.^mv-) both of them profiably 
15, (See also Lev, xsiii, 15—If, cipi- < bning oCcasiomed by an aecidental intcr- 
pnn d with Exod. ix. 31, 39. and Kjuth'^l. nnhatioh in original, a.id a mistake 
23) Now it ik equally certain thdtoric, of somu Ciirfy transcriber, wln> did not 
and tluitthc most delicate kmd oP figs, bring in tins ^torlined clause exactly m 
uai, ripe in Judea'at the b«|^liing,pf jt*. due place. $ee lobtuiccs of the like 
summer (as we base a fine sort in Edk*' kWl. Geo. xin uni Josh xxu 22— 
l.uid which are ripe before bur harvest. And.tf with Heinstu's, Knatchhull, and 
having put out the antumn befta-e, and Gatakcr, we should hereiead 5 iostrai! of 
^tood the whole Winter): scr. Hus. ig,' 10; b, aifi^ nnder it, where he was U uav the 
Mich. Ml 1; Nab. ill. 12; Jer x*iv. 2; iffigs, wc mu^tadln^tof the snuu 

t ant, 11 11—13; and Isa xxviiK 4.' tiupspositicn, and consequently should 
.\iid thefigvtrge opesiog its leaves, which gpi^, no ndventage at all, by a version 
every body Iukiws do not appear till af- Wb'.bh.(a3 .all learned mr<a know) is very 
b'r llir fruit, IS spoken of ns asign of ap< ber-b, And aUemltd with art melt cam y 
pnacliiiig summer. Mat, xxi'. d2. Our and impnipriety which this would be no 
Loidfhcrcfi,rc attbis time well ex- pnutcntlace to examine. 

bnd fiiii* on this tree, aicci* the *• .wd hsvsscui li> il upvi th % crctfsicn.) 
lime of .gathering cm these carlv fes It is plain that in diisplaci' thi.niiivt ',0 
«asiiiit vet Come, whi( Il if i! had, th'’ie t[ic M-ri'C of lli.if p'ua.e, .Icsus aiisw-cicd 
would hive been m> room inrtbv cxpcLlw ai d Stiul, Couijk.lc uoti ou Mat. s lb 
’!'Mi,' '.lie ci.ii" nliii II f dlowcil It—Thst ^^ll I,p .''25 
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pnsi iiHy the fig tree difj pot obscrve It at that time), the f^-tree ioi- iect- 
X\i —*oY ^i^hered azi'at/-, Christ intending by exux. 

that si^niScant action to intimate that the curst; 
of Gou should thus wither and destroy the Jew- xK U 
• I'.h nation, which be had before com,lared to an 

unfruitful fig-tree. (See Luke xiii. 6—y, sect, 
exvu p. 123.) 

IMPROVEMENT. 

How twidently necessary is the operation of divine grace to -tofin 
I onquer the prejudices ot a sinful heart; since even the preach^ 
uijf of Christ himself, enforced by all his stiipendons miracles^ 
could not overcome those prejudices without it! And how cau¬ 
tious should .sinners he, that they do pot, stop their ears to the 
joyful sound of the gospel, and shut Iheir eyes against its glori-38, 40 
oils light; lest God should leave them to their own delusions, 
and in his righteous judgment seal them up under finul blindness 
and impenitence 1 Then will they never he converted and healed ; 

Init die with that poison in all the faculties of their souls, which 
will make them for ever restless and miserable. 

Can we find words sufficient to express the madness of thfesc4'2 
/Vwnsct'.', who, while they were iii their consciences convinced 
that Jesu-. leas the Christ, tcould not eonfe’ss that conviction, and 
|»ul)Iicly pay their homage to him, because they laved the peaise^^ 

<j wen more than the praise of God f Strange infatuation of the 
iVuman mind! that it should be capable of believing thete is a 
God, ami yet of preferring the creatures before him ; aiiJ should 
sometimes imagine the vain breath of popular applause or popu¬ 
lar censure so considerable, as that God shoultl be offended to 
please man , and all the honours and rewards of his lieaveiily 
presiMire lost, to .secure a little regard fioin those who an* per¬ 
ishing in fhcir Climes', and will ere long be themselves the ob¬ 
jects ijf everlasting .shame and contempt. 

May none of ns ever indulge such a temper, or ever rest in an Mark 
‘empty profession ; lent, lieing like ihvfg-tree before iin, which 
had leaves, but no fruit, the curse of Christ should bo pronoun-^ 
ced upon us, which would immediately ttifher us amidst all our 
verdun;! Let us rcineinher that tins was intended as one 
thovse significant actions by whieli the holy messengers of God 
frecpicnrly intimated approaching judgments. Happy would it 
have been if some, instead of searching out objections ag.unst it, 
had seriously considered its de.ngn, and the sad aspect with 
w’hich it looKs on those who, like them, receive the grace of God 
'll vain I 

'•''t !J 


v 



'>06 Jesus comes to Jerusalem, ami again purges iJw temple. 
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SECT. CL. 


Ckritit mrrnii}^ at Jeritmltyn, m»ifs the temple apain , nnd, a/ier 
a irpeafed effort to reform the contmued abusei, there, discourses 
icith the people in a manner n'hfch farther r.iasperates the 
priests; and in the evenitvJ goes nut if the tit^. Mark XI. 
lA—1‘»; Joliii Xll. 41, to the end. 


Cl. 

vT.iik 
I, r>. 


Mark XI. 1.5. 
stcT. ^ AV-^, soon aftor lIu* lig-trot' bactbt'fii cursi'd, 
th( y come tn .ft rmalLni ; and Jesu s' cn^t ring, 
as ho had ds)m* tho day betoro, into the temple, 
obsi t vi'd, as ho w.is pas.siiig lhroij»li tlri? court 
of the* Gontiles, ihat tl)e people who had pol¬ 
luted It by their tia^iek were si'ated there a- 
i^aiii ; and being displeased to see tliat sacred 
piaee ‘O sbaiiiefully protaiied, be prescMitly re- 
n- v\od Ills teslinu^ny against them, and begantq 
dt 11 (• out them that sold and bought in the limits 
of the templeand overthrew the tables if the mo~ 
my-changers, and also the seats of them that sold 
Ifir/ow.v; find be permitted not that any one, for 
the sake of shortening bis way, should carry any 
burden or any kiiul of Tr.v5f'/ through the courts 
of the temple; but strictly in*‘isted on a due re¬ 
verence to it, as a place that was entirely set 
apart to God’s immediate serTiee. And he 
taught them, at large, the evil of such prac- 


Makk \I H 
^''l) -liev oo'nti to 
" ,fi I ii'scilf'iii anil 
.Icin'. BC'it into the 
ti iii|)l ,a '(1 !'< g.i'i to 
c.iii out tlwuii that 
M)lil a.id b iii”ht iH 
the i( tuple, and 
overfhicw the tahlc:. 
of the monev chan- 
{ters, .Hid thi* sfat-, 
of them that &ulJ 
doM's; 


1 a And wotilJ not 
siiHi'i that any man 
should taii^ anv 
\cssi'l tlnoiiith thi' 
tcnii>Ji’ > 

I'r Ami h'j taught, 


‘ Tmi/ivc out them that mid (Old btmyil 
i.i n.e temple.] Jhe time when tbi* was 
tIoiK' IS (i\cd by Aliirk, to the day after 
.lesus Blade lilt, public entry 'iifo .lerusa- 
Iciii, and so (au nay nbsoned befoiv, 
note'', on Mat. xxi. 12, p. ihlh must 
h.ivp been a dilferent fact fhito that rela- 
till by Matthew, which he has intr9duced 
on the preceding day, before ther'iliout. 
ings oi the ch.ldieti. We haAe utippuaed 
It, therefore, to be repeated by our laiitd, 
tor as It IS improbable that Tio would not 
piiigii the temple on the day of his tri- 
nmpii.iuL entry, when Malic expressly 
siay. 1 , that he loofsed round abwt upon aU 
lluais, so It IS plainly iiitiniaU'U here 
that he did it, after his return from Kc- 
thany, on i he next d.iy. Nor is it at all 
iml'ki ly that, aticr lesus was depart* d 
out of the Cit\, there would he people e- 
nongh, if It weic <iniy out of opposition 
to him, w hu would be ready to cneouruge 
'he traders (some of whom might, per* 


haps, be new comers) to rolinii .i^jin t'> 
thru places. And .fcsiis tlHrcloie m » ms, 
(.as Mr. \A hiBTon has obscncdi to Ii.hc 
asserted the teg.ird tliat w.is due to the 
temple now, with uinic srientc and cx- 
actnc“.s than he had dune the d.iy hi - 
fore, n"t snllerifig anv one so iuiilIi a^ 
to carry .1 vessel ihrongh the ti’uiph*. 
which is a ciri innstancc nil incnii'iie.l 
eithei by Matthew or T nke in ih« 11 .ic. 
eoiiii*-of the traiisaclioris Ilf the picccd- 
ing day (See sect, cxivii.)- Rut I s('<> 
no iQnud.a'ein at all for Mr WJn.tu i\ 
coiijcctiirc, ilwt <>n vhc fuuner d.iy (’lui>t 
drove them out of fhe.h- 'cwrt, .uul luiwp 
out.of that of the (jcni'lcs, for it i» no 
w,IVprobable, that the trader", wcie ever 
allowed to'introduce then waic. into the 
inm r-’onrt, for which tht .lew' li.id a pe¬ 
culiar rescrODto Sc«‘ Mr M'hi tun’' 
\ u w of the llarnmuv P and Dr 

AVIiitl y's note on M’.rk xi. 1“ 
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njyin>j unto them. Is 
It not written, Mv 
hon^o shall be called 
of all iintioiis the 
house of prayer ? but 
>e have made it a 
dcii ul thieves. 


loiiN MI. -tl. Jo- 
. is died and said, 
J!c' ll.at hi 111 VLth on 
, belicvi tU not on 
, but on hijii that 
'Cut me. 


V) And he that 
<v > 111 nil', seetli hiiu 
that sent me. 


ift) I am eor*ip a 
li^iht into the world, 
liiat whowicier lie 
bet i‘lho I me, sIi,im|<1 
not abide lu daik* 

IH SS- 

AT And if any miiu 
ii‘Mr in\ wonbs. and 
In lime not, I judi;e 
turn not. furl came 
not to jud)t;e the 
world, but to save 
H ‘ ivur'd, 


lice*:; saying to them, Is u ml xi'ritten, (ds T sect 
observed but yestertiiiy,) “ My home simtl he 
“ called ftn house of prayer, and that not only 
“ for the Jews themselves, but (as the prophet 
‘‘ says,) for the sons of the stranger, that join 
“ themselves to the Lord, or for those piotis 
“ proselytes who from all the neighbouring ?ia- 
“ tions shall resort to it?” (Isa. Ivi. 0, 7.) But 
you have turned it to another usti, and viade it 
in elfeci, a den of t robbers, by suffering people 
here to carry on their trades, and to prof.ine 
the place in which the Gentiles are to worship 
(7od, by scandalous extortion and unlawfid gain. 
(Compare Mat. xxi. 12, 13, and Luke xix. 45, 

46, p. 2»9, 290.) 

/Ind th6n, as considerable numbers of people 
were now gathered about him, Jesus cried, 
proelauned vvitli a loud voice, s.iying, Be it 
known unto you all, that in these extraordinary 
steps vvhicli I take for the reformation of abuses, 
and the vindication of God’s house, 1 .act by his 
own inUnediate direction and autliority; and 
he that coidially believes m me, btlieveth notin 
me alone, but in him that sent me, and tlieieliy 
does an honour to the Father Ininsolf 
he (hat sees me, and regards me with a lively 
faith, does also in effect see him that sent me, aa 
the perfections of the Father arc displayed in 
me; whereas, he that shuis Ins eyes agawist me, 
excludes the only means of being brought to 
the true knowledge of him. For, full of the4f> 
in.spiration of his blessed Spirit, / am come a 
light into the World, that every (tie echo really 
believes in me, might not any longer abide in 
darkness, but might attain to the knowledge of 
all necessary truth, and the enjoyment ol the 
most solid and excellent happiness. And ifVi 
any one of yon hear my words which 1 am so 
frequently and freely speaking, and wilt not be¬ 
lieve in me, 1 do not now condemn him, or im¬ 
mediately execute judgment upon him; fat 
(as 1 formerly declared, John id. 17, sect xxvi.) 

I am not come at present to condemn the world, 
or to perform any work of wrath and tenor, 
whatever ill usigo I may meet with in it; but 
the design of my appearanci' is mild and gen¬ 
tle, and I am eoine to save the lotnkl, and to 
make i'ihahitaiils happv lor time and for 
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He (hat rejects his icord shall be condemned. 


SECT, cioniity, if tlify ^^’ll lx: so wise as to Iicaikeii 
t-'J- t(j ihr prnriosali I olfer. Nevertbelesx, tlioii}i,li 
I ,lo jiot imimxliately ju(J.<;e any, yet he that 
xn'^43 d 'Cs not receive >ni/ words, will 

nut escape tiiial coiulemaatioii, but will find, 
to his sur[jri>f and contusion, that he /;«? one 
that judises him: ior (he wordlhal 1 have spok eii, 
tliuijoli heaid with indiffi'rence from day to 
da), IS recoidfd in the book of (jod’s reniem- 
brance; and as the tunc will conn,* wlien the 
pnipos.ils I have made shall be reviewed, 

(Li! very u vird shall judge him in the last aw- 
Isil Uiij/, “ as the tenor of it is so excellent, that 
to have rejected it will prove a man ignorant of 
God, and alienated lioin true religion and good- 
Lin('s%. 7W 1 have not spoken oj mjjself, cither 
on Ml) own motion, or on any precarious coii- 
cins'Oiis drawn trom prinr-iplcs diMuely taught j 
hiU the Father who sent me, he gave me am|)lc 
instructions, and a particular commandment, 
what I should and what 1 shall yet speak 
in that part ol my work which is still before me. 
'jO And 1 Will faiilifiilly conform myself to ins iii- 
struciions, whetlu'r men be pleased or ortendi'il 
with me; for / knoiv that his commandment is 
of the greatest consequence, and that eternal 
life depends upon the knowledge and observ¬ 
ance of It; and therefore 1 would by no means 
vary in a matter of so much iniporiaiice; hnt 
whatever I say unto you, I speak w just as the 
Father has given it me tn charge, and alter 
nothing in the message he has sent me to deli¬ 
ver. So that the doctrine which 1 preach should 
he received as coming from the Father, and by 
rejecting you will h^ guilty of despising Ins 
authority. 

continue to reform abuses, 
*^ aiid to teach the people with the utmost senous- 


48 rie that reject- 
fill me, and rrccu- 
cth not rny voids, 
IinUi one that |uilg- 
i‘tli him tin; word 
tli.il I ba\c spokfii, 
thi '. •ic slul. |i tlu'i 
hull III the last il.iy. 


4‘) Tor I liavi; not 
spoken of lllV'sl'll , 
hut tho l‘'at)it<r wIikIi 
Sint nn*, In. i,M\e me 
a comniandnn nl, 
wh.it I should s.iy, 
.111(1 wlijt 1 shuiiki 
speak 

'lO \iid I know 
Ih.il 111-, coiiitii.iiid 
im lit IS life t'u il.ist- 
ini; wh.iisiii ifi 1 
spcikthi nfoil.,<■( I’ll 

.IS till' I .(thi'i sjul III, 

lui me, so J spi iilv 


Mill A \ 1 . Is. 


I* ‘that \<'ry word him, said ‘‘ Thoiiph it is not niy pn sent Im- 

s My'^‘ Iv iSa\nTct, ix'iv^ xjo!. raalov.J “ uiuCss to do it, jet 1 liaie a eoininiS' 
tiiir I oiat, by this manner otspe.ak'iig, “ sion from my father, winch is lieii- 
repitsi-iits/uioio/d as a pcrMiK that shoniil afttir tu take pUee, wh<-ii I sinll (i|)> 
sit in jud,$ijiciit upon uubeliesers attho " pear woitby of th.it ^le.it ii.nne.'’ I 
Jastil,ii. (Conipui'eHcb.n. 12.) Jiut I can do not lecoHeet that mir I oid h.id givrn 
'll. nogruiiiidturMr Fleinin^'s mterpre hirnsclf the title of lu .iitv of his 
talioii, (Cliristology, \ol I. p. 138,)who discourses with the .le s, .iiid tliciefun 
would niider it, 'the Vo^'cn, zjitih / liavr c.in see no reason to suppose siith a re* 
•fiikcn ((f, ihaU jmifc hmif as if he h..d fuience to il. 
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And thf scribos and ncss and earnostiK“is, on ihe second day of that srcT. 

wi'ek in which hcsiiirereJ. Jnd iheuriksnmJ- ci. 
miuhtdc^tioy him. were niuch oitondeil when thev^^^ 

for tiioy frap-d him, [p/ iV,] and dilisjctitly souilht horc theu 

.bjicausr all ih. f j exph^diciu lo deslnm him, ' 

his doctniK'. Jor they not omy enwi^d, hnt dreaded ntm, be¬ 
cause all the people were visibly struck into at¬ 
tention and wonder at his doctrine, and seenu'd 


19 And when even 
was I'oino, he nent 
out of the citj 


disj)os(‘d to receive it with a respect propor¬ 
tionable to ITS importance and solemnity. 

^ind, that he might give them no iinsea«on- id 
able advantages against him, ndien the cveninp^ 
Wis come, he icent out of the city, anti sjieni the 
night as he had done before, in a retiietl place 
with his disciples. 


IMI'ROVFMENT. 


How hard is it to purge a carnal heart, arjd disentangle it from Mmk 


the snares of a deceitful world! No sooner were these ftuders 
driven Jrovt the temple, but they return to it again; and are as 
busy the next day in the pursuit of their unlawhil gam, as they 
had been before, And thus how often are convictions stifled by 
the line of tliis world ! And if the voice of conscience, or the 



17 


word of God, may interrupt us for awhile in our unlawful cour- 
se>, yet where it may alfect our worldly interest, how ready are 
vie to return to them again: and with what difficulty are w'e 
brought so tar to lay aside our earthly projects, as not to take 
them with us into the houst of God! Purge ns, 0 Jjord, from 
every irregular desire; puiMic and perfect ihnie own work; and 
incline our hearts unto thy testimonies, and not luito covetous^ 
ness/ (Psal cmx. 36.) 

Most imnortant is that proclamation which our Lord made m 
the temple, and is still making to us in his word: believing 
him, rce believe in the Fatheri him, we see the Fa- * 

ther. Let ns be ready therefore to receive him oat of regard to 
his divine authority, as well as with a^ view to our own happi¬ 
ness; for without him wc can have no access unto the Father, 


nor can we ever see him, as a reconciled God.—The sacred light 
which he dill'uses around him, is not intended mtively to amuse 
our eyes with pleasing speculations, but to animate onr lieun.s 
with holy alfections, and to guide our Ject into the way vf peuce. 
(Luke i. 7 d.) If we desire therefore to escape an abode in t'U'i- 
rial darkness, and to see light everlasting, let us faitliliilly follow 
him: otherwise we are and that word iJiich 

he spake will become to us a savour of death unto death, (‘i 
II. In.) and willt« the last solemn and dreadful day., 
’chen it shall sentence those who would not he saved by it. 



JIQ The disciples observe that the,fig-tree was withered awaij. 

SECT. Let ns now nuke thkit word the riile of our life which shall 
ct. then be the rule of our jadginent. We may most comfortably 
venture our eternal all on the exact veracity of it. Christ has 
.g®*' ^perfectly fulfilled the commission he received from his Fa* 
^ tlier, as one that was faithful to him that appointed him; and 
stands so com;>lcte)y approved in his sight, that our only hope 
js, that we also may be accepted in birn, and find mercy and 
grace for his sake. 


SECT. CLI. 


Jesus returning to the city in the mornings his disciples obscrie 
that the fig-tree teas withered away : being come into the tem^ 
pic, he cimfoimds the members of the-sanhedrim, iJio questioii- 
cd his authority, and reproves them hythe parable oj the com¬ 
plaisant but disobedient son. Mat. XXL 20—32; 3Iaik XL 
L;0, to the end; XII. 1.— Luke XX. I—9.— 


cu. 


^lUlk 

XL 20 


M IRK XL 20. 

SECT. Jesus, having spc*nt the night with his 

disciples 111 a retired place without the. city, 
returned again to Jerusalem on the third day of 
the week in which he suffered. and in the morn¬ 
ing, as thei/ were passing by the spot of ground 
where he had cursed the barren fig^reo on the 
day hetore, when the disciples saw the fig-tree,* 
dried up Jroin the \ery roots, and so entirely 
'Stripped of its leaves that, though it stood at 
some distance from the road, Sliey easily discern¬ 
ed the change, they were greatly struck at the 
sight,, and wondered, saying. How soon is the fig- 
tree that stands \ ondcr flKwry, though 

; 2 ] yesterday it seemed so flourishing! And Peter, 
recollecting what had passed^ took notice of it 
to Jesus, and said unto him^ fiiabbi, behold the 
fig-tree which thou cursedst but yestenlay, is 
now quite withered away.-^ 

22 And Jesus answering, says unto them, S.,’e that 
you have a stedfast faith in Ood, and a full con- 
li'Jcjice in his power and fidelityj whenyci feel 


Miint xr. 'JO. 

^/^Nl) in t!t<’ inorii' 
*" ‘mg, asthfy passiiirt 
bv, [nhra fhc dHf'i- 
pb’i., J s.iwlhe fig-trf’c 
drii'd up IVoin tlie 
rootb, fthfy tnarvfl- 
It'd.Mying, How toon 
!■; thp hg-tifo withei- 
cd aTtayt] [Ma\ 
XXI. 20 J 


fil And Pfter, oalL 
ini; to it’inopilHunOP, 
Mitli unto him, Mas¬ 
ter, brliuld the lig- 
tree, which thou cur'i- 
edst.ii, n itbercil aw.iy 

32 Aud .Icsus au- 
fiwiiiiix, 'aith unto 
tbciii, Hav<' f.iith ill 


^ ir'lifi the ihseiphf sav the frArte'] sUmceJi to the next morning, Andgopiir* 
Matthew relatrft this story of the Og-tree, tiuularlv incntuma Peter's recollecting 
as if th" iintirc that the disciples took of what h.i(l passed before, tliat it is (iljin 
It, and the account that Jesus gave them his order must be followed hero, which 
of tlio power of followed imoK- JWnUhciv ha,4 neglected, that he mi^hf 
diately upon his cursing it. But Mark give iis the whol*' of the story together 
^la^ so expressly rtfernd thesc^oin Mn 



Jesus exhorts them to heme faith in Go4. $ 1 1 


Ood: [MAr. XXI. 

'■21—j . 

m For verily I say 
unto you, lliat fif 
yc liaie faith, and 
.doubt nof, sliall 
not only do thi*. 
tvluth 14 ihne to the 
fig'tree j but aUo] 
whosoever shall say 
unto fhis moiuitaiJi, 
lie thou removed, 
.ind be thimyast into 
the sea; and shall not 
doubt in Ills heart, 
but shall helh'ii'that 
those thinjis which he 



him secri’tly moving on your spirits, to stir you sner. 
up to an} mirafulous opcriUion.'* For I 
syredi^ smj unloyou. That if you have *«cli ■ 
firm aiiti stediast ytfiV4, and do ml doubt of God s 
being ready to htand .by you, you shall not ouhj 
do such miracles as this of the fig-tree, hut al¬ 
so shall perforni far greater things; y«i, w/twti- 
ever, under such an impulse, and with sueb a 
believing temper, shall atteni)rt any thing as 
difficult and extraordinary, as if he were to say 
to this mountain which we are now crossing, he 
thou removed from hence, and throu'n into the 
distant : and shall not at all doubt in his 


‘.iiuh shaH come to ffii?tdy'biitstedtuiily believe that uhat he says 
done, end) 1 ^ 1 . 1101 * shall ceWie to poss, it shall accordingly be done, 
have whatbocicr he [««</] sAoU be tohimjust OS he says. And for 2\ 
1 **^*’^' to encourage you boldly to act as 

'i 4 | Aiid]ther'foie God shall direct and instigate you, 1 say unto you, 
T«,av untoyim,Uhat ThiU ’sehatsoewr (hiugs yott shall [desire] and 

lliiiigs boevir >e de of God IH **'‘^^*6 lliamtcst that 

sire [and shall aye iii ^ t i i r j 

prayer,! believe Hiat >'<20 are setlf Of him, atul to Confirm your doc- 

je rcceMo//(em, and trine; \f yda hcUeve thatyou shall actually re- 

ni t^xxi '''>2 them, however difficult the things may be 

AT,... -2. j rcmiest, yet in such circumstances ihcy 

shall certainty he done, and you shall have them. 

. 25 And wiico ye But Still 1 would subjoii) one caution; th^UL^^ 
-und praying, toi- expcct yout prayers should prevail with 

God, you must take care to offer them in Invt*. 
as well as in faith; and when yon stand praying, 


I* IJnvefaahin Cod, vye.J It is certain 
that tiK attempt ol p^rfoiming miravles 
in public, wa> a teuiark.'iblc in»tan(’(* of 
faith in the DiMiie power and fidelity; 
for llicy were generally introduced by 
'■oiiie soicuiii dr (Id rut mil of what was in< 
tiMulcil, whK h wds III effect a prediction 
of inirnediate succehS: (so Peter ‘■ays, 
A< ts HI 6, In ike name of Jaui Ckrat, 
J{7sc «/) a-id walk ; ix. .'3-1, Fveai, Jmu 
C krtil vtiikilk Iht'r vtiote, and again, vcr. 
40, lubUhtt, Ame j And in pruiionnciiig 
till', the person speaking panned all his 
ciOilit ns a Diesaeng'' fioiii (I'od, and 
cunscipiently all the honoitrnnd useful- 
ix’ss uf his future life, on the initncdiaU* 
miraculous energy to attend hia worde, 
and to he \i ibly everted ou his ntterin,; 
them. AndlieuCe it is, that suc^i a firm 
coiragcons faith iS su often urged on 
thoae to whom micIi inirai'tilous poncis 
'-.eif giM'n.—Hnl what kind of intimn- 
fi'ui oi (iod’s intenib'd iiiiracidou*! iiitei - 


position the tipostlos in such caiea fcit 
on tlieir nnnda, it is iiupossibli-1> t .lu',, 
wUliont baling expiTa’iiced it, to kn iw 
It U therefore an instance ol tin it iv<s- 
dom, that they nener pretend to I'est nln 
it, since no woids could hate conKinl 
the idea, 

•‘H'kenyou stand prayn^l There is 
no room to doubt, Uiat standing, uu- 
tbf'ir iisi'Ol posture vlitti tbev pr,i>/cd ; 
as Ur, T ighttoot observes witli i sp, : 
llw .fewi,'(Hor Heb, on Mar m 
and the leiirned nnthor uf llieliKpinv in¬ 
to the Worship of the r’liiuitnc C'hi'((.h, 
(chap. 11 , f; 1.) lias idiOwn it lo be the 
piaetico of tlj[C fiist aces ot the (liiisiinii 
church, (I’ompare Mat u, 6, md la ki 
xviii, 11,) Bui a-- the wuid pdoMj ha-, 
no (larticular sigiiilJc.TiK’y lieu, I ini!;.’i' 
h<ave omitted it iii the ti.inslatmii is the 
Pnoxinn editors have fiuqueiitli d nc, 
but thttt'I do not choose to inoUiply ci 
plctiu-s Ill the sacred waitin';? 



312 He ccines again to Jerusalem^ and preaches in the temple. 

SECT, in the presence of that Majesty of heaven whom have o«ght 

CLi. j ou Itave offended by so many provocations, you y^*”*Vath5.' 

Mark should forgite, if you have any maiier of com- which IS in heaven 
XI. 25 plaint agaimt any i that your Father in heaven «wy forgne vou 
ii6 may also forgive you your trespasses. But if i77if yo„ do 
you do tiot forgive even your most cruel ene- not lorgive, neither 
inies, and much more vour offending brethren, y’l'r Father 
neither will your Father %n heaven forgive you 
your trespasses: (compare Mat. vi. 14, J5 ; xvni. 

35 ] And if your trespasses be not forgiven, 
you have little reason to hope for such extra- 
oidmary interpositions in answer to your pray¬ 
ers, or if those iiUerpo>itious were to be grant¬ 
ed, von would receive no manner of advantage 
from tlioni, while amidst all the glory vof work¬ 
ing the rhost amazing miracles, yoq lay under 
the load of guilt and condemwation. 

27 ^ 112 /after Jesus had been tlius discoursing 27 Ami thev i om* 

with ms disciples by the way, they come again anii‘V'i>on"he 
to Jerusalem ; and tehen he was come into the come mto the tem- 
temple, it came to pass, that as he was walking li-vhc, it came 
there ,-»mhUp he taught the people who flocked LVtaiklS^! I'l om ! 
around him, and zealously preached the gospel a.shc tinghitiiepeo- 
of the kingdom to alt that were'desirous to be pi«, iirpai-htd 
insyucted in it, the ehiej priests^ and the scribes, Jt-Krcaie l.pou 
and the elders of the people,^ who were contnv- ium]thochn.fprit -L'., 


It came to pass, that as he teas vatkiag.} 
Luke, who tells this, as he does vcver^l 
othei stones, in a less circlrinstantial 
manner, i.a} s it was on one <g tktaeUays: 
hut the in'-ertion of that clause here 
would have been improper, con'-idvrnig 
how particularly thd date of this thet is 
lived by Mark, if the r'-udiT slioultf hap¬ 
pen elseuhere to meet with the om-asiea 
of a word or two in any of the evange¬ 
lists, (nhii'b he very seldom «ill,) 1 hope 
he wij] not condemn it, till he reiU'ct 
whether it may not be accounted for in 
the saiiii- manner. 

« 1 hr chutpie-sts—aatt the ellrrs of the 
p.'opJr ] These are title- that frequently 
oi'cui, frit It IS not ea-y to tix n deter¬ 
minate idea to them —By the chief 
fnciU, I think ne may mulerstand any 
peculiar ilistircti'>11 in thc.Aaco'iic fami¬ 
ly : so that it may include the hii;h piiest, 
hia deputy or saijan, aiiv of the heads of 
the Iwcniy-fonr eoiirseo of prie-N wh,> 
mi.'vht hap(x>n to be in waiting, and 'ikc- 
wi'-c a>iy of tho:,c wh,m the TahnudiMs 
Called C'atholicin, .dmaroahn and Me- 


i^iWQimt who (if their testimnni may h'‘ 
crcrhled} were apfXiinrcd to piesulc our 
the olher pir*'-t>. and Lcvitc,, lUnl-to re¬ 
gulate the watch, the singer'-, &.<. A 
summary account of tiuin may bi- -n u 
in Kel.ind. Aiitiq. Heh. part ii. tap. iii 
§ 4, 5.— By the elders ol the peop'e, soiin 
would midcrstaiid lho'<e repre-vcnt.-itivi-' 
dho were called Viri ’vlationaiii, that 
were appointed to attend in their eonrse- 
at the boiMs of moiiiMig and ciciumr s.i- 
criiiee in the n^me ot the «hule Israeli- 
tish iMiiori. butl rather snppiee it mai 
Signity the nit-nibevs of the grand lanht- 
driiti, to Hhom that title ino-l tminentlv 
and properly belongcl, wh.rh isihe more 
protskble, a* t ev were the persons und.'i 
whose cognizance tliela.!('aoti m of Christ 
in purging the lemple would mostnatni- 
aily fall. Tliese with the peison* abovc- 
nientionoil, probably appeared ir. a uni- 
siderable company, on puypi>-e to danul 
him, and to bear air united te-tiinouv 
sgamst him, if any thin- evceptionabj’ 
should f.,l* irom hi.n on tho. o'-c,isnon 



The priests come to him, mid qiitsUm lm autkorit}}. 3 IS 


«j(l thcsonbcs, and inghisdestruction,C(7»itM/JQn/HMiinabodv,with seot> 
fdel ^ Strongdesirt* tocontbund aiul overbear him: and <'n- 

I.UKE XX. 1 .] ^ they spaketo kini in such a manner, as to express 

1 .UKB XX. 2. Ap<i their high di.spleasure at what had lately passed, 
wg/ierMisb^’wS't Thou, hast here taken upon thee to re- 

authority dost thou l^rm the temple, wind) is our province alone, 
these things > or who and bast in a tumultuous manner driven out 

;hee‘'*.s‘^ttborny ®“'* permission to traffick in the 

(^f,lRK, to do these outer court ; we insist upon it, therefore, that 
tilings^ [Mat. XXI. thou fd/ US roundlv and plainly, bi/ what au- 
■—; 3 j. Mark XI. 28.J jifj extraordinary things? 

and who he is that gave thee this authonttf on 
which thou presumest to do them 9 

3 And [Jesus] an- And Jesus, that he might at once reprove the > 
suertd and said uuto Jniproprictv of the Question in those circum- 

atk \oii [Mark, one Jind 111 eflect return an unexception- 

question], and’ an- able, though obliquc, aiiswpr to It, said to them 
swer nip, [ni-n oii« j,, rcn/w, 1 will nlso Qsk vou One plain question 
ull me, I lu like- occasion; and pray answer me tins one 

wise will tell you hv (king, whichijpcu tell met I will likewise give 
wh it authority I do you all the satisfaction you can desire, and 
xxf ^.''^mIrk XI directly tell youj if you do yet indeed need to 
24.] ’ ' ' * ' be told, by what authority 1 do these things. 

4 The b.ipuvm nf You all remember the baptism of John^ which 4 
d q’Jro^'heavCTror attended hy«uch multitudes of people, and 
of men? (Mark, an- cven by many of your leading men: (compare 
si^eriiie ] \iai x\i. Mat. lii. 7, sect, xvi.) Now I would gladly 

- > — Mark XI. Ji).] what you thitik of Its original; From 

w'lence was it that he liad his commission ? was 
it Jrom heaven, as he openly profes'>ed ’ or was 
ii merely a contrivance (j/Jrtcn ? Answer me 
and then I will immediately resolve your question. 

'» And they rear wcro perfectly coiifounded at SO un-/, 

loned with expected a demand, and reasoned among them. . 

■ihaii M\, Fioni hca- selves, as It was natural to do, after this manner, 


iCii in will ,a) I Ull 

to II. I, \\ hy llicribt’. 
lu'U'd yc iiirii not? 
(aIai. 

-Mark XI 31.] 

6 lint and if we 
[shall] say. Of men; 
[we fear] all the peo¬ 
ple will Rtone u»., 
fort lie j be [ail]per- 
fliudeil that John na.i 
apiophef [iSlAng, in- 
A^e.l.] [Map XXI. 
S’*. .MittKXI ] 


sat/ingy If we shall say. That John’s baptism 
vitis from heaveuy he will satf to us, Why thej’e- 
Jore did ye not believe him, and yield to liis well- 
known and repeated testimony of me ^ /iuf 
we shall say, That his baptism had no divine 
wainint, but was merely the device of some 
wicked aiuT designing men, who by that grave 
solemnity eiideavourecl to introduce tbcir own 
ambitious selicine^, we have reason to fear that 
all the populace who are here assembled wiUkwc. 
up and stone US; for thtij arc ail finnlv prt- 
Huadcfl that John /i-ut realh/ a prophet *1006 of 



Lnkc 
XK. 7 


Slark 
XII. 1 


'514 He eonfoiimls them by asking what they thought of John 

SECT. God; and as va^t niimbers of them were baplis- 
ft!. ed by him, they wmU never bear to hear linn 
\ililied, either ai; an enthusiast or impostor. 

And therefore declined to tell hirn what 7 And tiu v mi- 
were their real sentmients, and anmered Jesus f^ARf, and 
by saying, JVeain?iot yetrcrtainly fmu'neiue r.uinot tell] »hcmo 
[if «)a.v]; for it is a (iiiestion which iJtill lies be- f.vUr. XXi. 
lore the sanhedrim, artd wbieh they have not 
yet expressly determined. 

S And Jems immediately replied and said unU^ s y\,„i jc^^u;, 

them, i\<.v//if;'i/o/think it, at all necessary intell [M ARK, nnsivriinc:] 
mu by what authority 1 do theie things; for the '’“'"'f 

Other question naturally requires to be deter- ^,,^1 autharuv i do 
iiimed first,.* and when you think proper to de- tht-sf iiiine<. [Mat. 
cidethat, you may easily perceive that* the same MarkXI 

answer wifi serve for both.® 

./y/ii/having thus silenced the members of the mabk xit i — 
^reat council, who had taken upon them to And br hr‘!;aM tn 
examine’him forhts late proceedings, he began s'pf'*ik'int»thon)[fW 
toipeak K«fc t/inn, [arid] to ih people wl'o 
were now as.semhled, oy several parables, or p._j 
which we shall give a mure particular account. 

Mat. And first, he said to the scribes and Pharisees, 

XXL 28^,ith whom he had been discoursing, You have '■‘‘j 

evaded a direct answer to my question, but what two .sons, and iio 
think you oiyom' own conduct in these cirenm- i’amctothrfiisf,and 
.stances, and of all the liigh professions you make 
of an extraordinary reverence tor Ood, and zeal jard 
in hi,sservice? I.will plainly teltyou my thoughts 
of it, winch are very naturally connected with 
the present subject. 

There was <7/ijflw who hadtwosons; and com- 
ing to the first, he said, Son go directly away 
and work to-day in my vineyard^ where thou 
knoivest there is business tn do that requires gg He nnswerta 
thine attendance. And he answered in a very aadNaid, i mil not 
29 rude and undutiful manner, and said, I will mi : 


* 'IV other iiucstion naturally requires 
to be dbleimiiKd flr^t,j 'Ibat binj^uUr 
tuin uliicli ibe readei u ill i>bscr>G to 
{fiven to iliis enwer of onr 1 ord in the 
p.ii.il)bra>.e, bv whit-li I thiMk the pm- 
prii tv of It to be much iliii'.tr.iUd, I oue 
tu that urv iiceur.'ite ,ijid learned friend 
U'h,. suggcbtcdthe subs.latiec of notes on 
John VII. 1'2s |) 4S 

6 'J’be s.itne .iU'Wcnvill serve for both.} 
TI'H p'.aiiilv tl," o.vfe; for as, on i|>" 


one band, tbp cvprcfs testimony wbub 
.Tohn boro to Christ must be a suninoni 
pioof ol bis Divino iniMioii, if that oi 
John «<is allowed; (siik'o, aveordiug to 
a 'ew'ish maxim, 'IAt lc)im‘'ni/ o! one 
prophet w'ls >u/ii(ie>il toronfirta the uvlh ri- 
hj t)/ anothei} ; •■o Christ hail sjjukeii in 
siirh an honoMr.ible u)annrr tif Jubn, tliat 
to condemn John as an itripostor, would 
imply a like reiis'irp on llie oliaiacicr o} 



The parable of the two sons bid to work in Ihc vineyard. 315' 


but afterwards here, but considerinsf better of it, he re- sbct, 

pcntcd, and went, that be Used his father so ill ; and, ‘ t-b 

to make the best amends he could, he went 
the vineyard, and laboured diligently 
.so And he came to wlicn the first had given so undutifn) an 
likf«dw."'AnTbcM^ answer to his father, he came to the second, and 
Mrered and said, I said to him i« the Same manner as he had done 
^>,Sir;and weinnot, to his brother ; atid he, being a smooth plausi¬ 
ble lad, answered, with great submission and 
readiness, and said, Sir, [/ a7n going] this mo¬ 
ment to obey your commands and yet, after 
all, he went not to the vineyard, but spent the 
whole day elsewhere. 

31 Whcthci of ]>Jo,y j would leave it to yourselves to Judge, 51 
Ifiirof*X" fa'thcV’ l^hich of the ftt’O youths 1 have been speaking 
They say unto him, of did the wUl oj [/mj father, and with which 
Till' iirst.— of them he would, on the whole, be best pleas¬ 

ed ^ and without any hesitation they say to him, 
Undoubtedly the first of them. 

—Jesus saiih unto Then Jesus, Upon this, says to them, 'I'be ap- 
IiD'io’v^^J,"^Tia\ the pii^^^ation of- this parable is very easy; for thus 
publicans and the it is, that Dotwitbstaadiug your professions of a 
harlots go iiiio the regard to God, yet in your practice you are dis- 
!^!iTyou ol>edient children, and reject his gospel; and 

verily I say untayou. That even the most aban- 
< doned sinners of the age, sucli as the publicans 

and common prostitutes, are much more open to 
conviction, and more likely to be wrought upon 
than you ; and so many of them have already 
been awakened to repentance, that their exam 
pie might kad you the way into the kingdom oJ 
God ; but, with all your pretences to sanctity, 

32 For John came YQy will not follow thciD. For, though y01132 

ofMgh!!“ou"ne!!,Md have not integrity enough freely to own it, you 
yebcimvcti hiniimt know, in youT owfi consciences, that John came 
buiiiic|M.biicansand not unto vou in a suspicious manner, but in the 
min ^ And ¥ Tighteousncss; and did, in all bis minis- , 

try, luainiain the uniform character of an up¬ 
right and pious man, as well as of a plum and 
awakening preacher, yet you hdieved him not ; 
but the publicans and haiiots, of whom 1 spake, 
believed him : and you were still so obstinate, 
that even when you saw [//J, and perceived a 


*- Sir, I am Thjs was a propci 

cRiblcMi of the hypocrisy of Jhe sonlx s 
anil I'harisccs, who addressed God iin- 
d' r t/ic Most hoiiijiirablc titles, and ino- 


fesstd the meatCit loadmess and amI m 
hiji service, while their wlioU li'ts v* ii 
a senes of di'-obi'.lieni’c and rebplimn •' 



.Mat 

XXI. 


Mat- 

XXI. 


3I<3 Keflections on the vanity of pretences to religion. 

SECT, rrrowing reformation among the most abari- y® »/, r*’ 

cit. c(oiu‘d of mankind yet mt aftn'v.'ards 

repenty [50 a.s] to believe him. (Compare I .ukc him. 

VII. 29,30, Vol. 1. p. 320.) And therefore I 
solemnly warn you, that your condition will an 
otlier day bo worse than theirs; and that yon 
shall sec those whom ) ou now despise and ab¬ 
hor, entering into the glory from which \ou 
shall be excluded. 

1MPR0\E.MFNT. 

How little do the most specious pretences of piety signifv, il 
they are not animated by tlie heart, and confirmed liy the life! 
How vain are ail the complimcntdl/oms of religion ^ when ad¬ 
dressed to that God who penetrates all the sccrots of the soul, 
and can have complacency in nothing but real and solid good¬ 
ness ! Yet how many arc there, who are Free of their promises 
both to God and man, but always fail when the time of peifor- 
wruMce comes! And how many, with these unhappy rulers \\\ 
32Israel, go on to pride themselves in a kind of external nearness 
to God, and perhaps in a boasted commission from him, who 
are themsfdves ho far from his kingdom^ that even publicans ami 
harlots^ who did not pretend to any religion, arc Inorc like to lie 
brought into it than they, as being more open to a conviction of 
their sin and danger, and so more ready to embrace an oflcred 
Saviour! l.etus dread the gudtof recewing the grace of (rod in 
<eatn, lest by rejecting the calls of the gospel, and abusing the 
privileges we enjoy, our hearts be hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin so as to perish in impenitence and unbelief. 

23 In vain do we, like these Pharisees, inquire into the evidences 
of Christ's authority, if we are not heartily resolved to submit to 
it. Yet with such cavillers and hypocrites must his niinisteis 

24—27 expect to meet. May they learn, by the example of their great 
Master, to answer them with the meekness of udsdoni, and to join 
the sagacity of the serpent with the gentleness and innocence of 
the dote t 

Mark 7’he promises which are made to a miraculous faith in prater,. 
are not indeed our immediate concern ; hut we may truly infer 1 rom 
-‘^'them some encouragement in favour of the prayer of faith, on 
whatever account, and in whatever cir'Mimstaiiccs it he offered. 
26 At least we may infer the necessity o(Jargiviiig injuries, if we 
' desire that our petitions .should be received with faiour. Let us 
remember it; and labour to approach the throne of a. forgiving 
God, with hearts not only clear of every'malignant passion, but 
full of that cordial and universal benevolence which may engage us 
to pray for all men, and particularly for those who have least dc 
served our Kindness, anrl seem leaht disposed to itxjiiitc it. 


• w>, 



TIil parable of the vinci/ard let to tcided husbandmen. 317 

SECT. *CLII. 


Christ utUrs the. parable cf (he linet/ard let out to unfaithful 
hu'handnu n; Jrom which hr takes occasion plainly to admonish 
the ./rwish rulers of the danger and ruin they would incur by 
the H'linnes they were forming against him. Mat XXI. 33, 
to the end; Mark XII.—I—12; Liike XX. 9 —19. 


M*i. XXI :33. 

J Jr \U ariHtlicr pa> 
rahl*' Thcicwas 
a (‘I'l tnin lidii^nlitci, 
whi('l)ptantc«l%viii<‘ 
\.inJ, :niil liedgul it 
ruiuid .ibout, and 
di;."od a wine-pros 
in It, [i»r a jifucc lur 
till- wine fat|, and 
I'liilt ;t Umcr, and let 
It out to hiisbaiid- 
DK'ii, and Went into 
.t t.ii fouiitry 11 oiiF, 
ioi d loii^ tiuii. ] 

I’M OIK Xir.— 1. 
11- r. XX.—<) J 


/ 


cut. 


Mat. 


, r \lld (.It till’ 

M ,i 1 . uhen tin; 

tiu, it till.- fimt 

dll'll i.i , 11 . Ill dont bis 
sen lU'v to rill hii<- 
b.iiulini'ti, tl at tlw'v 
iiiinbt icceiv itViiui 
tl>(' ii id).ii>ilriien of 
tin* f’l .It Ilf lilt! I 111 ' • 
\ard.| (MthK XII. 
■2. r.iiKi. \X. 10 —I 
.'3') .tiid (tie bus* 


Mat. XXI. 33. 

()UIl Lord having thus reproved the priest'? sect. 

and ciders in the temple who had been 
questioning hu. authority, and shewn how inex-' 
cusable they wt'rein noibelieMiig John, though 
they could not deny him to be .sent of God, * 
continued his discourse, and said to them and 
to the people, Hear now another parable^ in 
whicii you are very nearly concerned, as your 
own consciences must quickly tell you ; There 
was a certain man, a master ^’a cnnsidcrahlo 
family and estate, who planted a vineyard^ and 
spared no cost to render it Iruitfiil; for he 
made a strong hedge round it, to preservt* it 
from the incursion of men nr lieasts, and dig¬ 
ged [tf place for] a wine-prcss in it, fw/'] a laige 
caA uy which might serve as afat jor the wine, 
to receive the liquor when pressed from the 
grapes ; ■' and he also built a tower in it for the 
accommodation and defence of the labounTs; 
and then he let it out to hudiandmen, av'io ueic 
to pay linn aceitaihackuoAvledgii’eiiroiit ol ihi'. 
produce of it; and he liimsclt dVpaited i hence, 
and took' a journey for a tong lime into a distant 
count ly. 

And at the firoper season, when the time 
gathering in the jrnit approached, and a iviiiin 
was to he made him Iromtlie profits of it, he smt 
his soi'ants to the husbandmen who had i'anm d 
it, that he mig>'/ receive from the husktndmcn 
that I.roDortiOM oj theji uil'oj the vineyard w ha h 
was due to him for the rent. And toe hn.\lnjna- '\ 
men wickedly conspiring to keep the viiicyaid 


* l Jut for the r.:ine.\ Matthew iisea «ed fioiii irr.ipcs. The one of nir"« 

lliii worn Xnv'jv, and Mnrk .3T.oX»ivi9v The nafiinillv implies the utliei; bet hit 
li'imer signifies tbi «iMr-;(iMv, ilu otbci J.ord nnylit without ..iv iiiipropni.'. 

Uic r</Tii/i/ truln it, in whitli Uie inuntion bo'.i 

v IS riM.ll wJiioh loecived the liijiioi pu - 



3520 He will therefore destroy theiJif and let the vineyard to others. 

hEcT. demn themselves; and [Jesusaddedy] You have xx. ic — 

cLii. ansA'oretl right ; he shall indeed quickly vomCy cinedcstfoj 
^aml destroy these husbandmen of wliom 1 Mpeak, these busbandrmn, 
whoever they shall appear to be, with terrible se-*>*'“*• s*'e the 
verity, and Will give the vineyard to others. Now 
all this was as if he had said, Consider your own 
concern in what you have beard; God has plant* 
ed a church among you, and given you an ex¬ 
cellent revelation of his will; abundant prtivi- 
sion has been made, both for your protection 
and your improvement too: but you have un¬ 
gratefully refused the fruits of obedience, which 
were so justly bis due; and when he has tre- 
queiitly sent his servants the propirts, with one 
message and demand after another, you the ru¬ 
lers and teachers of Israel, to whom the cultiva¬ 
tion of the vineyard has been committed, have 
treated them in a most ungrutt ful and barbarous 
manner: and now' at last ho has sent his sun, 
and you are going to seize on him, and to add 
that murder which you are now contriving to 
the guilt of all your other crimes. I leave it 
therefore to your own consciences to judge what 
the event must be. for this reason no\'i I tsur. xxr t, 
M» im/o,yo« plainlv, Thai the kingJam aj Gad, “Ij 

which you have thus vilely and ungratefullv Ood ^hall bu tafc-r- 
abused, shall he taken a-a ayJromyou, utLlu.'ien from you, aiKigimi 
to a nation which shall bring forth iht hmisitir 

^herinj, that is, his gospel shall be tak'-i li(jni of 
toil, and be carried to the Gontili .;lio will 
have more regard to the favour shewn them, an-1 
improve it much better than you have done. 

Jnd iL'hen they heard this sad denunciation .\x. —it- 

with which the partible concluded, and found And when they hcaid 
that [t/J was aimed at them, they satdy (jodJois. t>id. 
hid, that this should be the case with regard to 
us, nor can vve ever believe that it will. 

And Jesus looked upon ihcmw'ith great serious- n And [josuk] be- 
ness and solemnity in his countenance, and said c 

untothem, JVhatis thisthen that is^ontten? (Ps. tbu thentimtis wiVt- 
ewiii. 22, 2'i.) J)hl you nTver ready 01 never re- U‘n> [Didyenevu 
rleet upon, /Ai’s remarkable passage f/i/Ac .«Ttp- rc«d [Mark, thisj h. 
fares, “ I'he stone which the builders refused, (he Itonr" whicii the 
same is become the head-^xowo if the corner A bnlWers rcjei'it d, 

the snme is bcconu. 


Mat, 
XXI. 43 


XX. If 


17 


t 'r.'c* kc >1 '.tone of thr This 

1 1 il r i'l 1 1 - the UKitiiim; of the wyi.ls 


tic^fiknv yaivin;, rather tli<in the ihwf an 
ntt.Uone, as it docs not appear ex.actlv u. 



The Jewish rulers seek to seize himy but are afraid ofihe'people. I 


I 


tiio iu'a<i of the cor- « f/)is is ihc Lard’s doinj;, and it is uondoful -^Fcr. 
iicr f fills is the « Words which though they ^tit. 

IS iimrMH ums III our ii'.igot ''<*001 10 be acfoinplKslied HI the exalta- 
(\i- :j [Msr XA'i. tiuH (d' Diivid to the Jewish tinone, arc in their;yx' i7 
A‘i Mibk Xii 10, |,|g|,|.^^ sense a|i|)licaiile to the Messiah,» who, 
thoiiuli disiluiiiliilly rejected by you scribes and 
JMiarisees and rulers of the people, whose office 
iL ]'> to build up the church, is nevertheless chu- 
M-ii liy (lOfl to be its gieat support and orna- 
, I \m,:] '..huso- nioiit Jnd therefore let me plain!) tell yon, 18 
1 sinii t.i" iiiKiii/rhat tkhosorjfr shall fall noon this stone, that 

'■<.lull ' . 


r ^ I 

!. I l'■l^'IM 


, , , !■<, whosoever shall stumble at rue and mv tloc- 

'.n MMl I III UIIV fiiiin- ’ 111 1 i-i-i'ii 

H.ir I -ii.iiiiiii «iI’le, while 1 am here on oarih in this humble 

• I Ul|l Llhlll illlll III 


1 'isK 1 

I 


I 


.1 


lot III, ha shall be braktn and damaged by il; 


but on tehomsaeuT U shall full, when raised up 
to ao glorious an eminence, it shall even grind 
him to yMn’di'/',“,like a buttle jiotsbeid'ci.nshed 
!)) the weigiit of sume huge stone falling upon 
It fiMin on high (eonifiare Dan. ii. 41 -.) So 
whoever shall opposi* me after my exaltation to 
gloiy, and the pouring out of my Spirit lor the 
full rexf'hiuoii ol m\ gospel aiid pioof of my 
mission, he will In mg upon himst Ij'aggravated 
gni't, and divadlul uiuivonlalile (lesiiiietion 
■' 'ml i wii. nj . Ind {j.hen the chuj priests' and the scribes and 19 
i,.< tiiM. |.rJi',N.y.(i JUmtisres had heard Ins pa''ahlc.s' which lie had 
f niiii'ui piovokcd at what 

. Il", 1 ui, 11 a! sci. I, tlial *.*vc'n ?/? f/taf. vny /mtr Wwy 
- Miv h .III s .,1 .;iii t ',r, jht to It,!/ the. I hands on him, that they might 
t.')' i*'i c'"'I'’him i'into death;/'O' //in/plainl, 
nut i.-’iiKi p>nen,d I'ut he had spiJ,eii this parcihle of tlic 
i.ii'. i,ii.i’l)'( t' iiii'-i UK kill hiishandmen that should i»e (lestio\i'd 


1 . 1 .... rt.i Il aikl 

1 I’l-t II 1,1 Mill K, I'thcM oniio I Kill m 

ff.] |.l It . S > t ' S, I IS IK II .IS >11 I'M' uf 
’.III (.i'll I .I.itlii.i..,] M..UII cs llial Itii .It 
I I.I.I' l-.t'Jl . Ml." Il liy .11 lilf li..ln.lll Ilf 
.' liii.ldiii.., .ts Us s piiiiil Willi IS 
III' iiiUtliid .illi iM.iids ..I tills Iliad siiiriL 
1 dliim ml .1 pi*is II, (I .ns ii'it til siiii \. IIII 
IIm siip|ii.sit|t 11 III Ms Ijl'mi;^ l.i.d uii ui 

iiiiltfilii 1111(1. <’. iii|).iii / (M'li n 7. 

il liimuli ili('\ iilh{i.. SI ( III lu 1)0 111 '- 

■ iirn|)lislM'd III till' vx^dlati .11 of Daiid, 
e'<.| \!r .li'lli’i'v has )iisil\ (ilisciw'd (in 
I'.'M. Il [1 119.’) th II (III ill.' I'l iii’i- 

jMcsi.t ' Li.ilii.'y this iHc-'a't-'VI ill I'. Illlll h 
I . till' pM-.‘iii piirpo I ill 111.1I1 It limild 

^ ..'.(■ Ill tl.'.r f ( II " Is jlll- 

\‘.| Ii 


iiii'diati’lv iiif.int Ilf Pii.il . 1 . It will 
prove III it lilt enal hiiilduTS ut (tiji'l 
iiiilIii i/fi../’ I III' ivhoiii 1.11(1 iiiten li'd Ivn 

fhe I II . 1 / Itii 1 'll 

I' (Ki :r i(i/,';i,.i\i J '/ itr'l lull, i\i' | Dl 
'tliilliv siipilO't: lli.iiliiii IS ,iij ullusluii 
to the tuo ilitlei'Ut « iis ol stmiiiii; ,i- 
ii'oiit till'.lew ', the iouiiet, l)j lliiivsiii" 
a p'I'Mo (luivn upon i ^oiat s'oiie, .iiid 
the o.Iiei l)v letliii'; -i sioiie full iipmi 
h'lii lint ;i' I I’.ifinot si Ill it the l.nier 
vi.i-jtj!l more dll .idfol tiiaii the t.jiimr, 
slIK'i 111 silih.l (.tsO d ijUIlk disp.iuh 
iiii'.;lit seem iiiosi dc'irihle, il s|.| m i, 
nil ih.it the i iii e mid lu.uily ol tins p.i- 
till in' p.isk,'..’!' woo'd I)' III I '.ill.it III! J 
sii; I lo t h , 4 .' .'I m'' I 01' I 'll 'It. 



f1 

■ 8S£i Rejections on the parable oj the unfaithful husbandmen. 

stct. against them,' and liad in clK’Ct set tlieiii all [Mat XM, 

■cui. at didiiinci’ by ibe .ipplicatidi) of so sifrual a pro- 

|)bt*t \ to Iniusel)’, Bui tl/ci/fmveU the jirople Map xxi h-. 
w'lo wore then proscnt in the temple, because But—they tc.nvdiiii.- 
esteemed him m a Pruphet^om from Ood, 
and would not have borne that immediate as- [.nid tiiov 

sault upon him wjneb tl|e rage of these rulers >"i«J wmt 

would othei Wise Itiive engaged them to mahe. 
jhul thertd'oie, not daring for the present to at¬ 
tempt to sei/.e lorn with an open violenee, fhi'j 
lift him and neiit av'ay lo take counsel in pri¬ 
vate against inm, and to lay a ])lot for his life, 
which they mi'^ht execute with less hazard to 
•fenis' 


[ M ARk 
tt XX. 


IMPIIOVI'MI X r. 

Wilts u’c read thi> parable, and consider it as levelled at the- 
J' ws, we applaud the i ightcons jiidgiiKiit ol (iod in ro\rn.>,ing 
so severely upon them the yuarvcl oJ his covenant, and ih ' biood 
of his Son; bill It't us take lu'ed to ourselves, test w also fall af¬ 
ter the same example of unbelief, (Ileh. iv. 11 ) 
jVTdt. (iod has given to every tiian some pait of hts vineijard to cul- 
.XM. and improie, or some a lvantage-> to know’ atid serve Irm. 

And as forii.s who enifiy ibet'liristian dKsp^‘n^atIO^, ue have par¬ 
ticular reason to say, the lines are fallen to vs in pleasant plai/s 
(Psal. xvi. 6.) JVhiit could he haic done more hr this pan ot hr 
vineyaid? How ungrateful therefore sliail we be, and how nf.- 
3 1 , 36 '^erahle too, if we withhold//it* fruits he so leasoiiabU expecti, 
if we slight the messengers fiy whom he so iVeiiuenily and so 
patlietically demands them, yea, il hy wdiiil imneniteni e ami 
3T,39unbelief we in effect renew the slaughter oi his beloxrd Son, al¬ 
ter that amazing favour he has done us, in thargiiig him with an 
cmbiissij of peace to ns, whose aggravated eritnes liail long since 
41 deserved that he should have sent among us the viessenper.s oj 
his vengeance. Oh that wc may never be condemned out oJ ouy 
oivn mouths in the censures wo pass on the guilty Jev)s! 

1-3 .We cannot '•urely think of the awd'ul ihreatcning of oMr f,ord 
without some seeiet leiror for ourselves, when we consider how 
shamefully we of this nation have abused onr privilege'-. The 
kingdom of God, saitl he, shall be tahnnJmm ^vu, andpiven to a 

' 'ILey perfered that,he had spokenJhi racl i {he inicyaul, hero the One leb^net 
fa.abie n^tnnsl tiiem,] One irouid think ii reprisonted iiiiilerthaKinurc , lu'dini 
they Could bo at no lobs for the intor|>Pc- inf;lv tbi-ro it ii tlii^'an ned tha* t'• 
tanun oi It, consideriug how nesrlv it uineynril'<h(uiU\Lfdrifmjitl hut io ic tiiai 
resernblobthatiii Is.i. A. ]—7, with wlnoli it sluuild le Ul out to vUei lin,l)iin(hne<i i 
Ihejrwcrf, bu doubt, aoll acquamtod. t.uh event Miiimi? iti. coni-cctioii. 

Only it IS to be observed, that there 



Jcsm delivei's the parable of the marriage-feast. 3^ 

tiafion bringing forth I he fruits thereof. God bad been just, had srer. 
lit* loufj MiK e cxeciiied such a jnd»ineiit upon u«' mayhel^e clu., 
iiKTcil’ul to us all 111 suspending and averting ii! May his corn- 
' passion particularly extend to tlioseanioilgst us who reject Chris-'^^^' 
tianily: for the passage before ns has a dreadful asjiect upon 
suchi Whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear; 
whether they will submit, or whether they will oppose; CAm /42 
IS made, the Head of the corner^ and God will for ever establish 
him as such. Wi» to them who, instead of joining with liiin, 
aiul fixing the stress of their souls upon hmi, deliberately set 
ilteiiiseKes to oppose bis cause and interest! On such undoubt *44 
i-dly "a'llt he fall like a mighty rock of adamant, and miserably 
< riisli them in pieces, and grind them to powder. 

'I'lius did oiir Loid warn his cneines, most wisely, and most 
grni'ioiisiy ; hut they despised the admonition, and bated ]>im for 
what was so kindly intended. They sought tola^ hands on him, Liikr 
because he had spoken this parable against them. High provo- ’‘*' >** ' 
cation indeed, to set their danger faithfully beforo them, that if 
l)V any means it were possible they ought he awakened to es- 
cdpi* It ’ But, alas, what can save those whose spiritual distem¬ 
pers are (•\a'.|)erated by the most proper remedies pi escribed 
for their cure' 


SKCT. CLIII. 


tiheist farther v'arns the Je-a's of the danger wfue/i would attend 
/ their ir/eeting the gospel, or nsting in an insincere profession 
of It, bp the paeah/e 0 / the mat viage feast and the wedding gar¬ 
ment, ‘Mat. XXII. j-14. 


MAI XMf 1 ^ 

wlicii the priests and sciihcswerc re- .sfct, 

‘‘i'daiiii siKiko iinro ' liicd, Je.ms, hciiig .still sunonndefl with the tiaii. 

tin.11 j-uiii ii\ luM- jYmitjidij,. (insieered and spake to them again in 

ITh, ami >>.110, I .1 /• MnV 

. parables, suited to the pic.scnt circiiinstaiKcs ol 

'Mill iiit|s<loin of alfaiis, sutjing, The kingdom of heaven, or^, 
ii'.mii is lihi-iiiitira dispc'iisation of the gospel, is like, and may 

nmiri ^ compared to that which ha[>poncd lii 

Jus will, the caM* of a man [that a'aAj a kingf ivko made 

1 Andtut fullii sjilendid maniagc-Jcasl Jor Ins ion: And'o 


' lh<' h ni’du'a <e h-a.en n A^r ahn'i, J 
N ( iiotfiin I tike Ml ‘,‘2, till I j). 

-]i lb nli'i'i i libJti, til't I nkt' ftoi b not 
, tins ^.sialile liwc, ln.'.ni'.c li« liad 

';‘Mn ii cii'icrj irtliii li liko it bifnit", 
I, ii I fl kf'll'"l aili(liT(lllC>fiM'',OII. 


(Luke x'v 5 C'is ) Tor tlir ^alIn 

rc.isnn lie iiiiiits liio i)ue->tiotj of Ihe km. 
ver. Matt x\ii. .I'l, most ui llie iIia- 
cini ('.Tam t ih(irh,iiisu"j, AJait x'l.m. 
.ind till' i>,liable of fbr i.i'en'v. Malt * \i 
1 r, .S , ( 



The quests no! cmniiii^^ o/hcrs aj\* calL'd from the hijfliiL (H/\. 


M.i-T. ,v\ 1 k':i .1 1 vwis nr sen/ Jii.t srnanl^ to 

t iiMf. diil iti^'sr iv/io k'ul hn H l)L*lor<' nnifrd, tb;it tiicy 
In t-onio iniiM'.'firau*!^ to the nnp'iul Inin.iitet}' 
x'mi* f^‘tl th(y wfie so ni It* and i’oolisb, that t'nv 
xiiould ml (onie npoii ilu* Miminons. 

■I' .ij^ain he sent n'/ii roi’ U\s '^ervunh, ^atjina.> Cd' 
and tell thon thnf -.ear irnUed^ that i imisi iii' 
s!‘.t tipon ilu'ii’ v'cnnii’jj mim('d'iittl\ ; tor beheld, 
I have prepill ed vu/ dinner; my ojicn and lll^ 
o.'hcr / Jfeil heusts are alaiii and ilu-hsod/ and all 
thinii'^ are liisi reihly lo ht* stfivovl np t(j il^c ta- 
!)!( , t!n.*u‘tor < > ne tu the ma) nape-feast \v tlj. 
tCriu an\ laii'it f dt>l.:v lint sncli was ilna |,(m- 
\ersi'i'C*-'''(d‘tba ^iK'sfs. iliar, ncUvitlistaTnlinfi 
1*0,'i'i‘jii.*atcd invii.iiio'i, tlu-\ iclnstd Income, 
U'ld, )io1 )ep;aidriiir !'/,j thay’jam' atc'aij, one lA 
Ui'‘ui lo hit, fl Id III lilt* (onnh’\, and Knt*'tlu •* to 
-'hr', rnerdtunaiM’ in ilu* cit\. Jinl the rest wen* 
so brutbli diat, lai/inp h Id on his senanhs who 
came with thi* nic'.siigc, thcN shametiilly insntl- 
cd tiiem 111 a ver\ niiir:igt*nii'. maiiiie:', and eieii 
canicd tlietr ingi.aitude so l.ir, that tliev slexv 
7 some of them. And \'hen the kina heat d\<f il,\ 
he' lIW greatly proioled; and, not ion;; a La, 
havinp suit his annies, hedesinnjed (lime nnn- 
derers, and even h'irnt tlmr eiiij wii(*u* ihc\ 
dwelt,'’ which, hung disallectcd to Imn, lia ! 
joined with thosi* wiclvcd men in lOnceiting 
‘this gross and intolcjaliic allioin. 

S Jii the mean time Z/i/'w, upon the long’s le- 
e(*iting intelhgcnce of their insolent helKivionr, 
hcsdijstohis scrianls, The nun i lapejeast is pre- 


lii> servant-, te 
tlietii (iijl wei* liiii - 
a< II III Tiie \\i ililiii^ 
jtiii Ui"\ tvii'uia II.( 
I OIIK'. 
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fiiiCi i)i;,i I .-eoaiil', 

'-.IMIig, I I II llli'llt 
vliu'li me bidilMi, 
TIfliold, t li n e |)i( - 
|i.>i“d iiu diiiner 
iiiy "Mill -iiid ii"i l.il- 

ii'Hs (III Killid, .III I 

.ill t'.L'IlH. Ml H' id\ 

I'iinie until tl < iii.n 
i .1 e 

'> Jlia II (\ iiiidi; 
In:' t id 1, .111.1 VI 111 
I'i MI \ia\s Mill II 111-. 

i.nm. aiiiiil.i r lu lii-. 

IlieielMTldlsi 

• 1 4iid tlif lei'iiiaiit 
tiicikl)!'.-eo Ill's iiid 
i"iitri’ji(.'il III! Ill ^))iii - 
tllll\ , <111(1 ' 1. .1 I III n 


7 I'll wIiMi I In 

ki'|.; In<i..l,'i ‘II,I In 

I'l'lS IVIll'll .Mill hi 
s( .11 llilt'l lll< lllllll ^ 
.l.ld ill's. Kivi d tllll'l 
ilii'i ‘cn I-. .111(1 '/111 ij 
ii|i till II I il < 


s 'I li( ri s.ii'li 


to 


M t’d III). !■> I. . 1(1 \, In I 


'' f(i to!' those ti'/zii hurl Ijfin irizili'ti lo the 
iiiipt'iil banq'tet J 'Jin; woid y"/: f tnic 

;ii'Jin,il\ si"iiil,('s u itujiUiil hulljiii’t, nj 

irliu'li v,-n-i It Is iifu'ii i.s(d liy olnr 
wiitir-. (See Vd|ili.i('l. Ann.' i x I’otsli 
p. f'’, arid \\ oll'iiv, Ml lo(' 1 U wijh sDuie- 
liiinis I iistmn.tiy in aeii.l l«o iiiess.ij;i s, 
I iiilhei<isi here s"|i|iii'ed, vli.iliie- 
jireseiilt d tlm eiindi niensi .ii tlic frieati r, 
.ijid '.I'lli d till repe iti d im ililtioie. "i\ 1 II 
to till' .tew-. l>\ ('liii;.l liirtiself diiiiiit; 
1 ms lile, and hy the .ipunlhi. after hi!> 
death 

‘ Mijiiii‘nfin(ln\\ futUj hta-Uun ilun ] 
It vas ,i^t(-(ali|( ui tilt Miiiipin'ity ol the 
.I'll lent ate-, in iiiention Ilu* e as llim li'i f 
parts I! .1 rny.tl en'eitaiiiiri ill. 'Hi s m 
Il.iriiii, .III I oUiei aiK II lit Mriters, lu mc 


jii iiK'Oi of the iii»t raok and di:nit\ It a-.t- 
iiij, e i( Il oUier vitli iiothiri: liia the "e--! 
n' oxoii, sheep iiiid swine—t'l.iii.in 

Is." J.\\ (l 

“ .«(/, lint afll’l, Im.lir^ .r-.i' ■ , 
Cirnii ., jki.] Tills I l/iMse 111 I li sii|)- 
jio ei' '(1 e me iii tie w.iy id pe 1 I*-'" "i 
aiiMi ip.iliiiii, J.ii a Is plan) Tiere(n"l'| 
not I inne lietnie ilie 1. i t .i'i(.id\ pi - 

I a.((l w.as servdl ep o .i (eiu) I .m i < 
iiiiioil Ilf lliis kind -Vhi. (111 iiill-t.iin I 
SOI Ills to laiiiii <a tiic sl.i.'i/hiei Ilf 111' 
.'ews and ihehiinin^ ci .Jiii.s>!(ni ami 
the nthi r I'liiet eiJu'S vt Iheii inm'li li\ 
the lliiin.iiis, '.lin are litre ei.ii'id. ii d .is 
the .mill'- ot 'le’ir allimind plTiiu, 

II Iiese .iin'i |ss,iiIoi s'liey 11 il iikU i d npi * 
cnielli . 111(1 nil in'itiilL mui'l'Kil 



One ?.v observed thal had nof on a h eddin^Gri^nL Mfi 


viiicii wore hi'i- puml: blit (h u u'ho livn' (ir.t invited ivctt not 

< I n vie not worth}, or’anv j) itt 111 l', <M lft,!i'C(l of ailV i'lVl- 

!•Uo^C tInT<fiir(' lalion to it. Wt l<’t liot I H.* ])liUls\()lls I ll.ivt* 
r '/«' ihevijore to (hr niosi pubni 

sii-ii) ti.i'i lull tu Hit t£V/</>, anJ {tai iciil.itlv lo the; Iumt ^eve- 

r,il ‘.ircHts and icatK iiK't'i,*' nml nnt/r us tunny 
"uli OMO tiuMv (0 (hr urddnii'-lniminr! Jm: 

w 1} t.i- acforJiiij^ly thnsr sc)r(tnfs:kfiit out, as thf‘irl«n' 
iiiti’ It i;iiiur iIIji* |ia«i comm,Hide 1 tliHiii, /’fj/'c '.tic-’is and oilic: 

[/'"'-'“■i,' “'..t u.,,j 

111(1 til( n( ilii ll;' H Xi'ii'hf XK‘hrth,y bad or pood, witlimit aiiv riL^fi'd 
fuini'i'.iclvM'iimioM.s [0 t.li ir cdiai.u-U'iN or ^.^l\■mtl^t.ln(‘'’s; a'td l/u, 

Jea I -^'Ua abwtdandjj sopplird ztt.'h ijiirs/t. 


Cl III. 
Mat. 

i. 


10 


II \ll(l Wllltl ill! 
kill,; I .iiii(‘ Ml to •■( n 
till III --iw 

tliiii injii uliK'h 

ll.l'l Hill ml J Wf'- 
<liu,'-.:.itn;cii( 


i .\iul 111 '■ util 
ii'i > liiiii, I'm Mil, 

InilV l.lllH'st lIlDll III 

Jiitlii r, Dill li.i'. ii ; 


But IMU, \v* au‘\v'r liiilnts I'm^ li.id on bcfinc, l, 
ihi'V im;4lil ii, |)car ntnili^ to s:r at sne h a ta'olr, 
(hr knvi had ordered t Iciui i\ liitt '.vifmoiiib to be 
dtdiMi’ci! to each of ibc'm, and ,ij)j)oiiii'*d sci 
tanis i\lio>c 'roMino il was to see t!i,n I'lCi, 

\vi I'o d.‘C( luiv dressed ; abei nliitd', lorntn}: m 
tti ur>c till ^nrsf<<, ho M/re ma/t /hrrr^ u!io, 
tl'.on di siudi li.ibits weie piovided, vt'l was tiv! 
iUnhrd tnlh a rerddiiiii-eai tncnt but eitlici m 
conl('iii[iL of tlm leiisi, oi pu’smnnit^ liis o.mi 
liidnt init^lil do a,s will as lliai whieii \vi"> (n'ler- 
I'd iiim, laid rc‘fuM*d to ,i( cs'pi it. ^/nd hr yiiid]2 
to him^ I'noid, how iium^t Hunt in hillwr, not 
having on a :vrdiling-gan)iini suited to (he ot.. 


* 7//C III<isI^i'//j/', "n, 5kl’ ] I 111'Ji'li l^f‘ 

*i i.i.i' ,,1, '•, lilli'"' ,7(1'U>l/' '.il'U'll 

Will /'irii/ ti.’.iiii IiIk'I , whi'li iiiiisl 111 ,i',ll 
II. JK- ID( II* lull ,1 III til ])UJ|i < ,<J. 
\S('i I’lii'-n,,. ( i>iu)),ii 111 tilt I 'Hii't iiiii- 
I'li.iii'i, Ui (t till 1 iintili-s iiiiil .!;■ iitili ic,!,- 
'Oij lu ('\|j((t llii Ciilt I'i till' i;ii!>pil, iis 
I iiiiijii III (iti'-sctii.i I- and trai (ili ii t > u-y- 
jii 11 ,ii> milt ill III I'l a ruviii liriii*(iii't 

• \\ liu, thuii!;li -nth hahU't wt'i< firo- 
Miliit, ji'i '\,is not ihithi'tl liiiili II \f(IUi'i 
nuniifiit.] 'I hat ix'isiiii', Midkii,)', .'ii I'l- 
ti It iiiiinciit so'ni tiiiii » liiiiii'iii'il till I, I- 
ijif't 111 winili ilif i,iio--ls Quill'd aji I'.ii, 
IS < uilciit fi nil iiliJt lio'iiir -tis ot 
I httscs, III ill;; *lm, i'liiii^iii I i)\ tin 
Vliii'.K'iiiiis ( (1\ lib \'ll 111 '''' 1,1 
iiirl fimii Dll' aci >iint ivlii'li Iiimlui ,i.s 
itii' s (it Dll' giCii II I'-jiilalit} 111 ( 1 lint', 
the sii Ji.iii, irliu iiiiiltiv mil < li .ill 
■>liiiii;;i‘r'., and atoqoc '•iiiiiil i il lOC liui'.i*- 
rirti wiili ('liitlie^, w iiu by a M If’iil'-tuini 
Aorc diiM'ii til tiko slicll r ‘wili haii 
tlliud Sii'. Ill) \ II [). )7 1, I lilt sii ;ili ) 

ii’d'v II H,i>, I'l'aal, iimrc I'lnioilv ai 


!ii,’iii 3 !;(' fca'itsi, fin |}ti>, i-.s ri|)_i, vi iii 
.1 ;.i.lll()til(ills dll'., 1,1 iiliid ,1. .sul'K 

nntors III! ua, willi iltn ii i mtu ,■ li i \ , 

(ill, ll.imill'lid, 'll III' ) l!iii'i;.'b )ji III' 
llllK ' U illlll I ill III! Ills 'll ('III ti) ll.li ( ' I' ,1 
liSi d I'lt 'IK II 1)1 i',l I'll: 0 >11 ;>Ili(.' I' 

xis S, _1 I'll,! a. ii I 'jiiM II '1,1 IV 
pt'l'tcd llj.ll tl.lMlIl'. I'll b J,U'" (1 'll 

'ili,lil(llii('lllbll\( . Ill J'.DSid' il wit'i ,1 i.'t- 

atdu lialiit, ice iii'i'l tin n tun < in !;,<l< , 
u it Oiilv tiuiii rlK ill i;;iii'.(‘i'iii'(' (it ill' 

l>i('p,iiati I'lb, t> tti, i il wi‘ iiiii't *>i.ii;i s(' 
till' (vaidii>''( 1)1 be |)itree I mil ,,-iiidid, 
hut 1 ki'wi'i' limn t'l'' lulhi'i'i'; < mi 
S'.line 'll I '(iiLiii lit a,;aiii't t'li' 
tli,ii .1 iii'i.'w.)'‘,r'('i i d lilt iilii''d l>\ 

I'liii \iid till ,1 ‘ 111 'ini a 1' wliii II 

(.!' ('i.ImII 1)1 SI 1 M'S,) 1 ' 111 l>II,ll)iV ' I'e I 
t'l till' III ill d ut Oijd's ill i) fij \, u I I 
(ill I I i>l( ('ll i('({iiiii . bid I III S' III , 11 ! ' 1,1 I 
ui'i ici ( i\iin;'t'ii hoiiCiil' ui tin (.'| I, 
hilt is I'.i.ii'imid\ pli'ibi'il 111 I'uilv , 'i: 

iis b> Il s III) V ■'•I'liit, .'ll! ili'nini. 
Niiyjiisliy i( si'tit'liiil ii.ii is'i ' I '! 1 < 
of ij L".i II 1 r.i\ >1 I 



king orders him to be cast into outer darkness-. 

* casion ? Was it not ofibred to thee ? or hatJst thou « weddiuB-garmcui > 
. etiu. so little sense ot decency and firatitudeas to re- s-pecch- 

fuse to accept it in compliance with the order of 
my feast ? And he wns presently struck speech- 
^ being confounded with the majesty of the 

royal presence, and conscjoris of his ow.n inso- 
l^lenceand folly, y’/tm Mubeing justty in- i.> num said tiic. 
censed atw) great an affront, resolved to ptinish ^"^5 
It by a seveie iniprisoiimciit; and therefore said and taki> him 
to [his] se/ra/its, Bind im hands and feet^ and and r.i^t him 
take him a-jsaij hence, from all the Joy and .splen- llll-'r" 
dour of the unest-chamber, and cast him out in- ,„g and gnaihing «>t 
tn the darkuts-s uhich is without,^ and Mcrf, 
instead of the mirth and ddiglit of my banquet, 
thcie shall be nothing but u'cepine and ffnashinff 
of the teeth for angiu.sh and desjiair. (Compare 
Mai. yiii. 12, Vol. 1. p. :i09.) 

Nor imagine, said our Lord in the conclusion u For miny are 
and improvement of the parable, tliat this will r.»llt;ci, hut lew 
be the case of one alone; yue *tbough it be a 
(Ire.idfnl truth, yet I must say, that even the 
greatest part of those to wlioip tlip gospel is of¬ 
fered, will cither openly icject or secrerlv dis¬ 
obey It; and while tneuy indeed are lallvd to 
the gospel-feast, it will be manifest, by their 
disregarding it, there are bat Jew chosen in such 
a sense as finally to partalic of its bles.sings. 

(Compare Mat. xx, 16, p. 2:38.) 

I’liiis did he strongly mtiinate 
that since they despised the rich 
Ins gospel-grace, incomparalily more valuable 
than those of a royal feast, ami since they usi'd 
the messengcis wlmm Ood had sent to them in 
•SO ungrateful and barbarous a manner, they must 
expect to be cut off and destroyed by those 


to the Jews, 
provisions of 


e fje «W! shuck y)t’n 7 i'«ir,] I n'lidi’i it 
fx/iwf A bc't.iiisc the vn.id }.- 

jtiLOti is ill the pas.^oc fuim, and is my 
<>\fires''0 e. it n applied tulhe utuiz'tiij 
Of cnttlf 1 Cor lx 9 . Comparo 1 'J'liii. 
i. 18 , and 1 (Vt II. 13 

Vu\l him ! lit tvlo Ike ddik‘'css vkiih if 
i-i"ioiit I The mention of tins nreum- 
staiKi'i!) this eoiinoction would moliiiu 
one to iliink, eitlK'i that the ward npicat 
(ill scr. ‘i ) n)3» signify "'t-** ■*'' 

tiiiincT, (whirl’ some critics lias c thri’ slit,) 
01 (6.11(111’ kiiu lb represented as Mnitinu 
i!j' .j.’CjIs 111 ihc eicnini; But not »o 


insist on this, which is of liMlc nioiiunt, 
it IS woil known, that luii([iiets of ilus 
kiiyl were {rcncrally i’*'icl’rated in rooms 
that one lincly illmninatcd and richly 
adoin' ' (scf note R, <>n .Mat mu 
V ol. I. p. 309 ) And, lonsideiinp how 
.splendid and i.<i.i!;ni'ici oi the cnlcrtain- 
riicnts of the e.-i'fcrn princes were, it can¬ 
not be tiuiuj'ht an uiiiiaUiral circinn- 
siaiice, (h,il such anatjlirDni: as.this oltcr- 
ffi lo the kinp, hm soa, bisbndc, and the 
icst of the company, .should be punisN^d 
widi sikIi bonds, and thrown ni<oa dim 



Hc/lections on &nn being called t& ihe gojrpel-feast. ^pl' 

hostile armies ^^hich Divine Provulence would ^rcty 
speedily bring upon tliem ; but that the ^^ospel 
should be emoMced by the Crentiles, and 
nninbers of them be converted and saved by it. 

And he farther intended to insinuate, by the j.]. 
circumstance of ihe widding-garment, that as 
God had made provision in his .gospel for the 
sanctification of mciiii hearts, and the reforma¬ 
tion of their lives, he expecred true liolinexsand 
cordial obedience from ail who professed to em¬ 
brace it; and would another day take a strict 
review of all its profi!ssoi*s, that be might sepa- 
late habitual sinners from the number and the 
blessings of bis peojjle, and deliver them over 
to perpetual daikness and misery. 

iMPROVElfENT. 

How ricli are the provisions of the gospel' a /iwHndeed be- 
coming the bounty and majesty of the A7n^ of heaven; and [tro- ^''*'2- 
])oitionablc even to the love which be heai-s to his own .Shit, in 
honour of whom it is made! 

How wonderful is the grace winch mils us to the participa-9, 10 
lion of those provisions; us, who were originally 
Geiitiles,(dieHs from the commonwealth^f Israel, and strangers 
to the unenan! of promise! (Kph li. 12.) Yet be has gi'aeiously 
sent his messengers to us, and invited us to his house, yea, to 
t his hdde, with the additional hope nt yet nobler entertainments 
m reserve. 1^1 ay none of U'i reject so condeseeiidiVtg a call, lest 4—C. 
we turn his goodness into righteous indignation, and treasure up 
tpourselxes urnth against the day of wrath! (lioin. li. 5 ) 

Let us also remember, that it is not every one who jiror’bses 
to accept the entertammcMit, not every one who talks oi gosmd- 
b’lessings, and seems to desire a share in them, that will be ;ul- 
mitted to it. No: in order to our partaking of an inheritance 
' among the saints in light, it is necessary that we made meet 
for it by the holiness both of our hearts and lives, (Co!. i. 12 ) 

This IS the wedding-gannent, wrought by the Spirit of God^^ 
liinihelf, and ofi’ered to us by the freedom of his grace. And it 
is so necessary, that without it wc must be separated from tlie 
munbor of bis guests and frii-nds, anti even, though wo b.ul eaten 13 
am! drank in his presence, must be cast out uiio outer da,!,ness. 

(Luke xiii. 20.) 

FrotjucntlyJet us think of that awful day when the King wll 
come in to seeJiis guests; when God will take a most c\a(;t bur- 
vey of every soul under a Christian profession. Let ns tlnr.k 
of that specrhlesK confiiMoii winch will seize .such as have not an , 
^hexceihhnst-garmcnt, and of that inexorable severity witli which ^ 



Phariicds and toJesuA him^ 

they mil be consigned to ueepntg ani gnashing af tnth To 
ban *e«n for a while the Ji^bt of the gospel, and the fair bt am- 
‘‘^gv^ings of an eternal hojie, will add deeper and tiioie sei^ib'e boi- 
101 to those gloom} cavtint,, to ha'e heard those glad 
** oj peat and to hiar them, as jt wtn*, cdio d back iifac- 
centjs ot final dt huvv will it wound the tai, and puice the 
veiy hcMi I Mat God pievent it, by /ulfiiiing in us t ll the good 
pkaswe%/his goodiuss, and the 'um.k oJJiuth a ith foi^a , th t 
the name of out Laid Juia Chnst niag he gloufitd in us, and 
tre in him, [J TJioss i 11, 12 ) vthen the mntia^e supp / of tf l 
I/ anb bhail be celebrated, and ail the hainionv, pum|>, and beau 
ty of beavtnshall’diil Its soleinuil}, its niagnitieeiiee ^nd its. j n ' 


SI c r CUV 

Olir 101 d confotinds the PhWisccs and lltiodians rtf n they 
hoped to hutt ensnared hm by then questions nlaftig to ihi 
la tfulness J pa/inglht Homan tubuU Mat \X11 !■> 

Mark Xll 13—17, I uke XX >0- 2b 


- y 


MAT XMI U , 

8tLi the PhaiiHis, sttu 4 with the seterc »phi \ Mut ti 

CUV but just rebukts. he had bten giv ng them Ph*" t . s 1 
die foregoing piiibtes, mnt out fioni his f 

piesence, and retiiing, took c unset togcthei himm/ talk 
how they might insiaii him in [A/tJ disumist, 
and find somethingo 1 which tlu v might gionnd 
an actusatiotl or torn, lanit agmivt him Ind 11 nr w 20 \n(' 
■V 20 M^vnariovilv aatehed him in all (ns motions^"‘^5^ ''’V***',*, 
that div, and s nt out spies to tf) if they could i„n^| i, 

takt him at an advantage, uho should pi etend fc a th m 
f themscLes to be ritflituus mtn, that v\ere tome ?' “* > ™ "> 

»oi the tasu or the r consciences, tg propose a pi,,,j jthti i 
S11 nplc on an a^ ni of great importance n ten and t f tix lit 

\ow those that were sent on this cirand were 
pels ms ol opposite sects' smie of the 

disiip^LS of the leading men among r/« Pha- 
who w(ic \(iy solicitous fur tin fret- 
dr in of the ir countrv fiom every maik of sla- 
\tiy , aid [some] of the stit ^ the Ihiodians, 
i pnty of nun, (is w is before ob'trved) pccii- 
haily attached to the iainily of Jkiod, and 
consequq^y /ealops in the intcicst of the 
Homan nwcinmcnt, winch was the main sup¬ 
port of tftc dig! t\ an i ro\ ilty of that family 
("^ec iiQtc^ 0 1 Maik in 6, Vol I p 2S7) 

.T \ rr A I* 





asking if U was lax&fulfpr tiiem ip'pa^ tribute ia Ctesar, 3^ 

> it ' 

rydiaiis], th*t they combined' together itt an attempt upon Jesu?, sEct. 
hi? woISJ" S ll »•) .^^^portunity offered, vagSt lay t-uv. 
they nught flejnef bold OH hu U'ords, »either to reader him ohnosi- 
iiitn uuto the power oua to the people as an enemy to their liberties^ fv ao 
to deliver him up as a seditious person to the 
XXII. 16 —M ARK poijeer and authority of Pontius Pilate, who was 
xn 13 .J , then t/itf Roman Goneiviar of that provioci*. 

21 And [MAia. 4^d when they teere come to him, in t>rder21 
when thpy were to accomplish tlieif desjgii, they craftily accost- 

Hf know that thou iiattering expressions or the highest esteem; 
(arttrnc, andisayest and //MK, Sayings Mashr^ we kno'j.\ and 
and tL'achest nghtiy tJiai thou art true and upright ; 

for any man- fm-as thpu CQuicst as a Messenger iroQ) Uud, 
thou rcgaidpit not so, after the example of tlfose faithful and cou- 
iM ragenus prophets wtio were in Israel in its bet- 

thti''way 'of S!7n ages, thou say^ emd teachesi rightly, and ^ 
troth]: [Mat. XVII. art impartial and sincere in every thing that thou 
—1^ SI ARK XII. declarest ; neither carest thou for the censure 
~ or applause of any man; for thou regardest 

not the person oj men, so as to be influenced by . 
oom]3laisaiice or fear, or any private views 
whatever, to deviate from the strictest integrity 
and veracity; but plainly teaeheH the way of God 
-Mat. xxn. IT. truth. Wc are come Mat. 

ifii ui then-fore, therefore to propose a question to thee, about 
whatthink.st tiioui' ivhifh tbon kuowest that wc Pharisees and He- 
II iwiu (Likk, gpg divided, and to which ah interested 

mail who was governed by principles of human 
jiolicy might, {icrhaps, be unwilling to answer : 
tell ns, vve pray thee (for we have determined 
to submit our judgment and practice to thy 
sentiments in the matter), What thinke\t thou ^ 

Is it l(usful for us Jew.s, wlio are the peculiar 
-• people of God, and are many of us in conscience 

tender of acknowledging any king but him, or 


* Ill'll they ml^hl luy hold on hi\ nordi ] 
1 hey ho|j('d to ha\c (‘U!>nartKl him by the 
i|iiejttoii tliey^nme to propose, whatever 
answer he could have returned. If he 
nssci-ted on the one hand, that tribute 
' was to be paid to t’a-wir, the Phari'-ees, 
'who generally maintained, (as Jud.is 
(■aulonitcs had dune), that such a sub¬ 
jection to a fordigi^ltower was ineonsist. 
eiiv with the privlt|j]||n of Ood’s peculiar 
people, would faitrt endeavoured ti),eic- 
pose him tq popular resentmeat, as bc- 
•fa;i mg the nbortics of his country. On 


the other hand, had ne denied the Uw- 
fuloes.s of this tribute, the llirodians 
would have had a very plausible piPience 
of accusing huii to the Koniaii poiu r, a» 
a seditions person, nluchhis por-ccuiors 
had atteruaids the assurain'e to do , 
I.okc xxiii. 2, sect. cIxkkvi. (fonipare 
Acts KMi. 1) Nay, perhaps, the very 
riici.oistaiico of taking upon him to do. 
ternime such .t cjiiestiOn might, by thc-c 
invidioiib mquiiers, beeonstrucdas jjue- 
teiice tosovei(',erity. Hce VoSs. H-irnion, 
L'vaiig. p. V-i. '•) 



\ , I» *1 

3S0 lie bids them render to Casar xvhiit uHtesdr's: 


Mark 

XII. 15 


5$CT, one of.our brethren appointed by his jmmcdiate 
cth-. delegation, * tOpa^ the usual tribute to Casar, 
the Koman emperor, or notf Wh^ dost thou 
advise in this case, as right for ns to do ? Shull 
we give it to the collectors, or shall use not give 
it.? We must beg an immediate answer, for the 
tributed even now depiapded of us. And here 
they ceased, as thinking they had him in an 
inextricable snare^, and that he could return no 
answer which would not expose him to the se¬ 
vere reset tmcrit either of the Jewish people or 
of the Koman oflScers. 

But desu-s, kmii'ing their hypocrif^, which 
was indeed their rcjgiiing character: perceived 
ihcti crnjliness [atid] wickedness in this address, 
however pioUs anil respectful it appeared, and 
therefore said to them, Vd hypocrites, Why do 
ye tofipt me by such an eivsnaring question, and 
seek to draw me into danger and destruction by 
it ? Is this a proof of your regard and frienti- 
sliip to a faithful and impartial Teacher? But 
that 1 may return a proper answer to your 
question, whatever be the view that you may 
have in asking it, shew vie the tribute money 
ivhioh is demanded of you ; and bring me hither 
a penny, or a denarius, that 1 may see it. 
And they brought him a Roman penny. And, 
looking upon it, he says to them. Whose is ttiis 
image which i« struck upon the coin, and whose 
imeription and title is this [which] it bos round 
It ? f And they, without perceiving his design, 
immediately answered and said to him, It is 
Cesar's: thereby in effect Acknowledging 
that they were under bis dominion, by 
tbcir admitting his coin aS current among 
17 them. And Jesus answering said unto 
them. Bender therefore to Casar the things 


for mjtogivetiibntc 
imlo Ctsaf, or not ? 
tMAkji XII.—14. 
Litxg XX. 29. j 
Mark Xll. .15.— 
Shall wugiic,or'sh.i‘ll 
wc not give 


> Mat. 
XXII. 
19 


Mark 
XIL 16. 


— Unt iJ< Mis J 
knowing their liv pn- 
Ciiav{l UKE, ptn fiv- 
ed tlit'ir i’rdiiiiiisk|i 
[tfadwickcdnvs'-, and J 
bagd nnlothi'm. Why 
tempt ye me [ye liy- 
pocriteii'|) [ M A 'I 
XXII 18. Lukf \X. 

23. ] 

Mat. XXI1. . 

—Shew me tlit In- 
hiite money: [Bring 

me a penny* th.tt 1 
inav see it ] [M ark 
XII.—15 Luke XX 

24, _j 

Mark XII. In 
And they hrotiglit 
[unto him a puniiv|> 
And he baith unto 
them, W'ho'>u i> tbi*. 
image and super¬ 
scription f Ll'Kf., that 
It h.ith] ' And they 
[Luke, .inswercd 
and] said unto him, 
Osar’s [Mat. XXII 
'—19. — 21.— Luke 
XX.-24.1 
, 17 4nd Jems nn- 
swering . said uiiUj 
them, Hciidei [thcre- 


t* One of our brethren, S.c.] Wp ore 
told that the giand aigumcnt uhich the 
folJuwci s of .liida.s Cidiili'iiites, and others 
inclined to their party, urged, as dei.isive 
against the authority of thi'Homans, was 
that text wJiich prohibited their a 

tbannei tube ting mur /Aein, Dent, xvii 
IS. AndGrolius(inhis Note on Mat xMi. 
]6.) seems to think it nas tbiR that for- 
merlv cngagotl them so vigorous!v to op¬ 
pose the Chaldeans, and to refuse sub- 
nnttiiig to their government, tillJ<‘ru>ai. 
' lem was destroyed. See note * on Luke 

SHI. 1, p. 126, 


° tl'kfuf M this mage end immption^} 
Di Lightfoot tells us (in his llor Ileb 
on Mat. XMI. 20.) tlut the Jens have a 
tradition atiiong (hrin, that to admit of 
the till<' of any priiijje on their onireiit 
coin, nas an aekiiofkrted^cut of buhjee- 
tion to him. It their notd.ir- 

ing to refuse thk^Sl^r when ofTcred 
tli^m in paymemt, wnrin OlTect a contes- 
fion, that they were conquered by tlio 
Uomans, and consequently that the cni 
pCior had a right to their tribute. 



And they depuft-cofi/ound^d at His ansxwr. 

fore] to Cesar *th« which are^Cmsar'Sj and to God the things^xahich sect. 

an^ to GotPs;^ and labour so to adjust your f^ganls « 

.the things that are and duties to both, that you may not,oil the 
‘God’s. [Mat. XXII. one hand, under pretence of religion, do any xii. is#: 
—21. Luke XX. 25 .] injury to Csesar, nor on the other hand, under 
pretence o’f duty to Ciesar, violate any of the 
comihands of God, or fail of that retftect to , , 
him which he requires: vfiiereby he plainly in¬ 
timated, that tribute was to be paid to Cesar as 
due to his government} yet did it in such a 
manner, and with such restrictions, as prevent’ 
ed the inconvenience of a more express declar¬ 
ation, 

Limr XX. 2fi. Jiid when they had heaj'd [A/s] wi.se and un- 
Mceptioiiahle MroplainW found that 

thev ct.iiid not lake they could not takfi jipldoj hts words oejore the 
holdofhis wordbbe ^o as to income and Stir them u]) against 

fote the peo^p and |j, ^ friend to tlieif- liberties; and they 

answcr,aiidheld their were equally uiiable to accuse Jiim to the Ro- 
peacc [and left him, mans o^seuition, Oil account of any thing he 
l'M'Ar*^"xxif derogating from the rights of 

Make xii.—n,]* C®sar. therefore MJondefred at the pru¬ 

dence and atidress of his reply, by which he 
had eflPectuaily disentangled himself from what 
they thought must unavoidably have ensnared 
him; and were so perfectly confounded, that 
they held their peace, and left him; and deeply 
sensible of the disgrace, as well as disappoint¬ 
ment they had met wuh, they went away amaz¬ 
ed and asnamed. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Again does our Lord renew the repeated lesson he had bel'oie ■ 
given us, both by precept and example, of uniting wisdom and 
hlnocence. How admirable was this mixture of prudence and" ’ 
integrity with which he confounded these Pharisees and lleio- 
dians, who, contrary as their principles and interests were, con¬ 
spired against him i Fon-of a truth, O Lord, against thine holy 20 
Child Jesus, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, and the people of 
Israel, itere gathered together ! (Acts. iv. 27 ) and their words 

a And to God Ifyt things xo/uek are God’s.] ligion ai. a pretence to justify sedilicu 
Diodate, ItapheUug, tlnd some other eoni- su he also warns the llerudianii, tl^ai the v 
mentaters, iotei|)ii£k. this as a caution abo'ild not, as they were too inclinable 
' ag-ainst omittingtr'^^lficred tribute, dn to do, make a compliment of tbeir /< li- 
]>rcteuee of anawei^g' the demands of gion to the Romans, by complviui:: with 
Cxsar, who (they say) had claimed it to those things aluch were forbidden by the 
him'ielf But [ apprehend onr Lord had Divine law, mat they might ingiatiate 
a more extensive view; and that as he themi^lres with Cirsar's party Sec Pii- 
cuiitiDiiB tiu: Pharisees against using rd- ddaw’s ConncctioR. \’ol. 11. p. dl’. 




Rrfeefmnsmlke dniks'we oxve to {rod d^d the hiug. 


•'ffEct. v>erc wffer th<in oil^ wTien xmr anff^murtler teas in their hearts. 
iv. 2i.) 

Lt** .us Dot, wrtli the simple^ believe tverj/ flattfring word) 
er. j someiimes the highebt encmiitums n)a)f be 

designed as the. iii'^trinrents msseliief: atxH too.often they 
l^jfove so whtMi they are not treacherously iniendccl. 

' Mat. aui« ,or(1 wasDidectl the*Pcrson whomtfbose artful hi/pocriles 

XXII, described ; and was m that respect an “excellent pattern to all his 
^^foliowers, ami especially to \i\s>minutei’s. He hnew no wan in 
ilto discharge of his office: but, without reganlittp the pmons 
p,t any, neither sci'king their favour, tior tearing their rc'^ent- 
inent, he taught the way vf God in tmth, and declared the ’ulude 
of his counst 1. 

•Ltt us particularly attend to bis decision in the present case,an(l 
'learn with the ‘lUinost readiness to rehdtv unto i\esar, the things 
which are Cteaar's, andt-unto Godihe things which are God’s. 


Ow civil magistrates, by ttrlue of theit oflice, justly claim our 
reverent regard ; and tribute is most reasonably due to those who 
attend cortimially to the service of the public, atul are, under 
t»o<l, the pillars of our common traiiqqiiiitv and happiness, 
(ilom, siii 6, 7.) Let that tribute tlici’eftjre f>e justly and fiec- 
ly rendered with honour, and with clK-crfulness; as lie is surely' 
unuorthy to share in tiie benefits of government who will not 
contribute his part towards its necessary expcnce. Hut let it 
also be remembered, that the rights oj God are sacred and in¬ 
violable: he, and he alone, is the Lord of conscience; and when 
that is invaded, it is easv to judge whether man or God is to he 
obeyed. {Acts iv 19.) Let ns be daily thankful, that in our own 
age and country these rights are so happily united. May a guar¬ 
dian Ibovidenee continue to watch ovt:r both ! and may we seri¬ 
ously cunsidcr how impossible it is, under such a government, 
to be good Christians, without being obedient subjects, or to fear 
God, li we do not honour the king (I Pel. ti. 17.) 


SEC T. CLV. 

Our Zord proves the resurrection to the S^dducees, and ans‘W€ 7 ‘.s 
their foolish idijcctivn against it. Mat. XXI1. ; Mark 

Xll *18—27, Luke XX. 27 -40. 


LUKE XX. 27. ^ 27 

•TlZZ^ on that day in which our Lord [tiie »aiu< 

confounded the Pharisefs and the 
rodrahs, someofthe Sadducees cam 
(as invas before observed) were ^'^se.t ofpretend- 
ipd frce-thiukers among the Jews, that deny there 



The PhUrik^s urge 

‘ ' ‘ 

tiifTPisan-resiirroB-flwy of the dead,^ (>r aftvftWfttf® sffcr. 

tioH; and State iw vebiclt the Hout eSists after deaiii'^ fc^; 

-Mark xVi. ccive the reward of its aubions. A Wet they ap- 

• sssautry, Mastvr, pli^xi tlimsclves to Jesus, Atm »f}i)e!^xx. 6 t. 

^jows [^id jtmi] j.|^j which they put a case which they used 
mail’s bnirtier die oftc^jo Sfge afraiiist those who wcre oKa (ttr- 
[Mauiv, .tnd le ave his fcrsjiit opiiiioii froip themselves, and wttjk which' 

'"f chdii^^ hoped’ to puzzle biai ■: Samng, Jfaster, 2 s 

t'lut C> *^hi'«tiitr if there be, as wefciiow thou teaenest, a reaue- 
sii'Miiii I .U(' his wife, reciionof the dead, how can this di'fHcujty which 

■md raj',1! 'M^seed ^yg J A/osCjt, as 

MaT. xxTi.^IAi'a'rk dioui well kiiowest, saul, [</ndj wrote to vs this 
Ml 1 " J ^ precept, (l)ent. XXV 5.) That if'a imn's bro- 

Mat XXII. 2.>. «< ^ children-be- 

us'Vv'erhr'to^^ “ kind him, surviving brother should lake 
.md the fir-t, when “ lu\m/e, andrui^iip i(jcd to ku brother i'" tbis 
he hail married a p,yg|j child' of this soCCopd' marriage heiiicj esteeitt- 
Isvhig no^^[i. "kb. the cliild: of the deceased, so as to inherit 
(i.iliieu|, left his hi8 whole estate and hear up his name. Now it 
wii. iiiiiiihisbrf.tiier happened, tliat there were with us, in acer- xxii, 
x>.''iVj ' " tain family in oiiniciglib<)urhoo(l,,we«Aref/ii'ew',‘ 
i.LKL \x. at) And aad the ftrstgli these brethren when hehadmar- 
till- icoiid tiiok her ^ Wife, qmcldv aftc’r, and havinst had 

w.v I'iiiSd'Viidiitt children, left hs wife of course to be married 

NXii. ' 26 .- to his brother. And upon this, the second- fol- Luke 
.Mil. XII 21 —j lowed the direction of the law, and took Aet’foXX. .‘3(x 

'i'lfi :i and he likewise, after he had been some 
t.«.khfr" aiJ'nS \i'»e mirn^d,dtedchildless, as his etdi-r brother 
manner the snen did. And ibt^n tkc third 100K,her,'Awd bo I 

alsn IMaak, ii.id the Others had done, uitliout issue ■ and 

(.Map xxir.— 2 ti. otio ot thr scvcn brothers had married hen and 
MAHKXii.—ai/w.] the^ ii!l died, and Ift no children behind them. 
allYhif 'wmLn'd.^ dmlList ofall, the woman hor.elf also died with- 32 

• ■ out any issue, not having married into any other 


'' IVhadeny Ihtrcji'ffntt te iinfflwn.] 
ll IS 3 oeiMlly kno'Mi, fhit their iii.iitcr 
Sadie fruinwhoin tli<* Sadduifes tyuk 
then name, tguirlit tliat< t'd was not to 
be Ncrred from nierrenaiy principleis, 
that li, ^aahe midc'v exji'ained it), fruiii 
liope of reirard, oi lear oi punibhrnent. 
Hi^ f>dlo»ef() itiieipretrd ti i^-as an ifn- 
plii'it dimial state, aii<l so ini- 

hitied that poHoti of the utter 

debtriK’tion at death, cqdallv 

uhcomfortahle md. see Drttsivi, 

i.t luc.—-The glory rh cli they ntcntiou 
here, seems to have been a kind of coin* 


mon place objecti'iti, as ivc meet with it 
in the iJd' Jvwish wiilois, tec Lightfoot, 
Hur Hcb Ml loc 

l> Or any futuie state, A't.J As it is 
expresslj sai l. Arts *Mii. 8, th.it tlirv 
dentfl anif spinf, and Cnnsi qucnili the 
c\i‘<tc.u‘u ot the soi 1 in a sepaiate stale; 
so our I .ord’9 answer here and much of 
St Paiirs niasDiimg i.i 1 Cor. \v. goes on 
the supposition of g«ch a denial on their 
part. See '2 Mac, sn. -V*!—4+, a here the 
aulhoi proves, that Judas holievcd a re* 
^Urrectioii, from his-oflerm^ saciillccs 
for the souls of the slain. 



Jem shews their mistahuTioticn of a resi^^twn. 

• a*» ' V ' 

family but this. The question tfmtfjore is. f^AT. xxii. 
?iv. When they shall rise^ as jou say they all will, 

in the genera) resurredionf whose wife shall she sjTStiwefuro in the 
he of the seven ? for all the seven had her to a ife: rMu«tcction [m*rk,- 
^ ■ and as they stood m an equal relation to her in Sule 

. tlm world, they all seem to have .exactly an beof thos^ven)»for 
equal claim to her in the next. [Mark, tiiej se- 

Mat. Thus they attempted in a sneering manner to *!!s^ 

overthrow all the arguments for a future state, Mark xil. 23.J 

which might be advanced either from reason, or Mat. xxii. 29. 

' from scripture.* Jnd Jesus therefore answered cd”and'^'’saicr*Tnt<"» 
and said to them, it plainly appears from your them, Ye do err. not 
manner of stating the question, that you are knowing the iinp- 
greatly mistaken, and go entirely on a wrong iJcod.^M^l'Kxm 
supposition; mi knowing, on the one hand, 24 . Lukb XX. 34.—) 
what is so plainly iiitimate4 in the scriptures of 
a resurrection, which, if weliliiiderstood, implies 
no contradiction at all; nor attending, on the 
other hand, to the power if God, which is abl^ 
with infmito ease to effect what to man seei^s 
■ most diffieult and improbable. 

Luke And as to this particular difficulty which you loke XX.— 
now object, It ought to be consideried, tlitit the The children of this 
children * j this world do indeed worn/, and are marry,audaro 

given m marriage^ according to the wise provi- 
, sion wfiicli (rud lias made by that institution, 

for repairing the wastes of mortality by the pro- 3^ *'Mcli 

35 ductioii of' new generations. But they who shall ifurthy to SntS* 
be counted worthy to obtain that ble.ssed M?o?dd world, and the resur- 
winch God has prepared for his people above, action from the 
audio bo admitted to tlife never-fading honours 8haTi1rise,]'*mi^ 
that will succeed the resurrection of good, men tuer marry, nor are 
from the dead, will be in very different circhm- e*'®" *" marriage, 
stances when they shall rise'y and neither marry, ^ 
nor are gken in marriage \ For they can die no" 36 Neuher 4 b * 
morey and therefore th<? rise of new gencratiotia they die any more: 
is no longer necessary j since m this respect; 
they are equal to the angels of God in heaveiiy ^ God in heaven], and 

Arf eijual io iht anf;eli of God in Ae<i» of rr'lecming love, to incorporate angels 
can.] Matthew and Mark say only that and saints into One happy society under 
they .ire the angels \<us ayAx«(], and Christ ai their common Headj (£ph. i. 
though Lute expresses it by a stronger 1 (1.)but there arc subordinationBiit unit- 
woi;d (lyffitAxm), that they are e</zi/il to ed societies. And if|;^fhH of the apos- 
t.ue all arguments drannfrom tale '.pints oceasioi^ dfty thing like a 

hencOi a^ruMiig ah rntire eqiialitv of \acancy in the cOMjjBifl^lnCTarchy. it 
t.Jciri%ed.<iaiiitswrhaDgelMlfliallTespects, would seem most pnnwle, it might be 
must l>o ap|Mi'ently weak and incom lit- fillt'd tip from heavenly spirits of an in- _ 
me It i. indeed'the glorinns '•t'hcme fet:ior order, Who might bo p'nferrcd w’ 



^ » t > ^ 

Zr<? pmffs Oic resumctiom the Im of Moses. 335 

• *>», rf'• 

are the children Of a7id m'e ^‘children <f Godf aod heirs of in\- se<% 
“.'me': moriality and glory, the eAiW«n-V «« ^ 

iioii. [MaT/,XXii. resurrection which shaJUnstate them m a com- 
.—30 Ma»*' XI1. plete felicity, answerable to so near a relation xx.'iJi 
T"^*^ to the Divine Being: and consequently all such 

difficulties as you have now been ui^ing aro 
entirely superseded by the happiness and per¬ 
fection of so exalted a $tate. ^ 

*tT[Bui as louch- But OS for the evidence of ttie resurrection ' 
i^iheHsuncctioii,] jp uot to iiisist Oil maiiv plainer pas- 

Uiaf Mil* dtiad aru ’. • ■ n i i 

even Moses sages III the Other booKs 01 sci’ipiure, tor wllicll 
^l^ewcd at the bysii, you do not profess SO great a regard,*" 1 may 

I oTd *'thc**(imi "^gf Moses in effect shetced that the 

Aiii'aiiain, and the dead at'c to be raised^ when speaking of what 

(iod of Isaac, and happened a/'Mc burning bush, (Exod. iii. 6.) 
the God of Jacob. JLofd, froHi wbom he there received 

iea«i" m ihlVook of cq.mmissiqo, Godof Abraltaw, and the 
Mgses, how in the “ God of Isooc, urutthe ffod of Jacob." And 

bush God spake uu-ijQ the highest authority for the expres- 

Iras'‘JIokMM!nioi‘oIl (ov have i/e not read in the book of Moses, 
b\ God,] &«yinff, 1 how God Spake to him in the bush by. this title * 
and have ye not observed what was then in ef¬ 
fect spoken tn you by God, saying in express 


tlio rank their degenerate brethren lost, 
as a lewanl fur tbcir approved lidelity 
Utli'od. Rut It beeumes us to be esc■ 
cetding modest in our conjectures on 
^ucb sub)ects a*> these, Icstwc iiioiirthe 
ifiisurc ot mti-udina tnto thmgi ickichxee 
have ru'l seen. Col. ii 18. 

** -ind ate the ththlrni nf God, being the 
rhilifren of the lesuin'Ctum \ I'liis plainly 
ititiinatcs, that good' men arc c,illeij 
God's children, null a viep; to the luhe- 
ntajoce to which they are adopted, on Ute 
fiiifll possession of which they enter at the 
resurrection. Compare Roni. viii. 17; 
-(tal. IV 7, ] John ill. i; and Rom viii. 
2t». f!ee the Essay on J^ivine Dispensa¬ 
tions, |). *8, t* 

* Other botiks of'ecfipl'ire, for which 
you do not profess so gieat a regard ] 
The Saddui'ces arc thought by niany to 
havcagreid with the Samaritans in re¬ 
jecting all the other parts oi holy scrip 
tiirc but the fiVebu iks of Moses; which 
is particularly contended for by Serra- 
riuB, ('rnh*rw,^%.. 11 . cap, '»!, and 
MinertaJ Irh, 14.) Rut this is 

qiie tiom d by (de tribus scctis, 

lib. Ill cap. 9.)iimWeiiiiid,(Antu] Ueb. 
part li cap. ahd Scaliger maintains 
the contrary, and,shews that the p.is- 
from Josephus, (\n‘iq. lib xiii, 
dkp. JOi (all lS.)§‘(j.) which 13 common¬ 


ly alledgcd in defence of that opinion, 
only relates to their rejecting all tradi¬ 
tions. (E^lcmeh. lYihirrcs cap. 16.) Ami 
indeed, as it appears from the Talmud 
tliat 'other pans of the Old Testament 
weic often quoted by the Saddurees, and 
arguments were brought from tlieacc a- 
gjiust them by the Pharisees to pio.e 
the rOsitTKTSfion, which they i ndeavDup'd 
only to evade, without disputing the au¬ 
thority of texts,’ though they were not 
taken from the law of it is mure 

reasonable to believe with Di. I ightfgot, 
(in, his Flor. licbr. on John iv'2.') ) that 
they (lid not reject the other books of 
theOld'l'cstament, but only gav e a great 
pt'cference to the ti\c books ol Moses]' 
and, laying it dgwu as a pimciple, to 
rcc.eivc nothing ns an article of faith, 
wliicfi could not be proved from the law, 
if any thing was urged from other paits 
of scripture that could not be deduced 
fiuni Moses, they wotild explain it in 
some other wav.. And this migiit be suf¬ 
ficient to induce ourJAird to bung hih 
argument to prove the resurreetton from 
what Moscs had said, and to confirm it 
by that part of scripture wlm h wa,s most 
regarded by the Radducces, and upou 
wbicli tlicy now had grounded their ob¬ 
jection fo It. 



Gad is 7iot the the ddtid\ but qf 


SECT. 

cvr. 


Ijiikf 
XX. 33 


terms, “ I am the God of Jhrahaifi^ and the 
“ God'of JsaeC:, and the God of JacobT*^ Now 
certainly (hd is rtot to be called ihe God of 
them who are entirely destroyed, and left to 
continue in th« state the dead, but the God 
those who' may be y^et considered as theJiv- 
trtg: nor would lie ever own the hi^h relatiun of 
a God to those whom lie fina^y abandpna, and 
su>0ers to sink into nothing; much less would 
what he did for the holy patriarchs, whose 
names he commemorated with sp much honour, 
answer such a title, since he left them exposed 
to so many trials and calamities, which multi- 
tudes escape of whom be has nev:er spoken in 
such language: so that those good n^n roust be 
considered as still in existence; and therefore it 
may be concluded, by a strong train of conse.. 
(juences that all the faitbfiil /tW unto him;^ for 
he, on the foot of Abraham’s coyeiiant, o^fps 
himself the God of ail such: and conseqtiehdfy 
he must be an everlasting patron and fiiend to 
them, even to their whole persons, so as to re- 


taitt] the God of A' 
bralmm, and the God 
of Ifiaac, and thu God 
of [Mat. 

XXI 3'i.—M ark 
XI f. 26 ] 

36 For [Gud is not 
a Gud ot the dead, 
but [Mask, the G’ud] 
of the iiMiig; fur all 
live unto j 

[MaIIK, Ye tllerefuie 
do gieatly err.) 
[Mat. XXII.- 3v'. 
Mark XU.—27,j 


^ I am thf (iOtl of Abraham, itfi ] It is 
surprising to me to find learned men so 
inuchdiuded in Uien sentiments on tins 
easy text. The force uf the arguiueiit 
cannot surely lest on the wunlffiM;] be- 
caui^e thouith it be in thu Grcck.it is nut 
jn the* Hebre*, where the word# may 
possibly signify, t[liaie liceii\ lhi-(i(nhif 
Abiakam, &c and the possibiliiy of^iich 
a lersiua would affect the cotMliasioii on 
that supposiiion. But our Loi;d^e argu¬ 
ment IS equally forcible either way ; for 
it IS ci'ideiit that it cannot properly be 
s.iid, that Gud eithci actually iS, or hath 
bein, tlie'Giid uf any whom lie has suffer¬ 
ed I'tiially to (leiish: and, (as the apostle 
S'ruiiglv Intimate") he tvould, hivinanly 
tpeaknig, be ashamed, or think it inii- 
ui‘cly beneath him, to own that relation 
to any foi wliuin he had not priAideda 
city, 01 a ftatc of more permanent hap- 
piuess than any which could he enjoyed 
111 this rnurtai life. (See Heb. xi. 1'. ) 
So tliat the arganent by no muan^ toms 
las Arclibisin>p Tillotson and Giotiiis 
suppoee) oil the calamitous circuni- 
htaiiccS'iill wh.c!) thee p^triar''h.. often 
were, btft would base held g'M'd^^h.id all 
t'icir lives been us orospcroiis and giori 
oils as tlwt of AbiaMalii seems gencrany, 
H!il»rUhs':indiog hi' pcircum ions to 


have bccij —1 cannot, as sninc nuidcrn 
writeis of note do, fall in with Mr. Medc's 
notmu, (ill his Works, p. 601, 802.) that 
our I Old iifcis to the necessity of Abra¬ 
ham's btiiig raistd from the dead to in¬ 
herit ('.MijAii,lnorder to the accoinjdish- 
ment of God’s promise to give it to him, 
botli he,.ause 1 can see no such necessity, 
and because then 1 think it would have 
been much imur to our droid's purpose 
to have quoted the promise of the laud 
of Canaan, Xhan tl esc gennal wools 
t So that ad the faithful live unlo hm.\ 
U IS evident that ya^ miust here have the 
furco of nil illative paiticlc, and may lie 
rciidcred [lAcrij/’itw,}. or [lo • ihu! ,J for 
what It mtredneea is plainly the marn 
proposition to 'Be proved, and not an 
anriiniciit lor what luiinediately went 
before. In this connection the con e- 
qiicnde is apparently just; for as all the 
^■ihful aiuthe childrunof Abraham, and 
the nil me pnnnise of being a (jorl to him 
and A/riced i.s'entailed upon them, it wilt 
prove tbcir continued eiiistencc and hap¬ 
piness in a futurw'jsR^e, as much as 
Ahiaham’#. Aod»wtlie body, as well 
as the sovil, niaka^^'ii||seijitial part of 
man, if will prove bW&*'liis resurrection 
and ilieii-s and entirely overthrow the 
V liolc f^adilucean doctrine on ibis hcad> 





e6m Cb^lmortd'p^ from the rajp ^ idew- srcr. 
latioa of the grave. Ai^d the clv. 

wholfii ^grtatiyerf^^ 4enyUt^i'llfedb^*te;'‘f^ 
ai^ your errior tend» tor hdr^ a disgrace on tbe 
wboM series of Difine rev^ion» and to weidc- 
eot^d ef-jhi? strongest motives to a Itfo of ho- 
Ikim an^^^bedli^ef 

, 55 Thencpitainof sme if ihf scffl^vi'ho sTewprfsent»39 

m. "'iSf.' 'mX; of ‘Jo “F' of 

thou bast well said tahaar a doctnoe or thdir oivn so judfcitwj^ 
defended, and Jsaid m lhm4^ 

ipokifn so well (j^n this snhjwt^ that nothptjr 
Mat XXII 55. solid cafi be objected to tby discourse. Mst. 

dl Srf rt "2S •?./*' f“ ’‘S' 

nero aftonished ab >» tbetelhpieabtfae time,tfothought 

hib doctrine. of, yttt convmclqg G^ument, ^lether wfith so 
clear at) ani'^er tc^^vil in, the Saddn- 
cees u<)ed to trtunifw aslinvincible, <wiYii 
mmiatly qstQimh^at hii doctrine^ and pki^y 
^fhed admiration and delightyith trhiim 
I uhB v\. 40 tjjev bad attended bis discourse. Arid as the„ii®^l 

nothing to fopi), t^#v 

din question at all ashamed iUwdisappolnted; and after inet they 
durst not any more presume to ask him gsiythi^ 
at (^Uf but retired in silence and coBiiltsini). 


IMPROVEMEJtT. 

Wjtu: ivhatsatisfaction should ae read this vmdilation of so 
impoitaiuanarticle of our faith and hope* jF^astly W3$ this 
boastetl argument of the Sudducees Unftuwlled and exposed, aod Mat. 
all the pride of those bold wus, who in^wd tliems^ves so much 
on tliat imaginary penetiation which laid mdu almost on a level 
with brutes, covered With'just Confusion, Indeed, ohlcctious n* 
auaiiHt the t c>«|’rcr/to»,mucii IbOre plaUsible^han this of theirs, 

• ma^ be answered In that one saying oi our W'd’s. I’e know net 
th( icriptuns, net the pomr of Gad. ^ Were the w iptuie dec~29 
trine of the icsurrection considered on fh« t^e Hand,, and the 
ommpoUnce of the Cuatoi on the other, it could not seem tn- 
truiiMe to anj, th^t God ihouldiaue the dead (A<ts xxvi 8.) 

How «ublmic an idea does our Lord give us of the,happiness Luke 
of those who ball be thought worthy to shall be »■ 

tqviti to theangtlsf Adored be the richei* of that grace idiioh 
rcdcvmis us frdta this degenerate and miserable state, iij^ich 
, \ve had mawfh^rsehes so much like the beasts that ^mh, 


b Iftii tbft the] duta not ad. hm anff daniUod u liimM to them, becaus> lu 
1/1713 af all ] 1^ M ideut that tbni is (|be terv Atixt «rcu m aretoad uf a cjuas* 
Mif <rit ot vbeSadd icr c ind tnuiT ||!D un* troo abicb one of tbe serihas put to binij 
\OL II « 




^the reew^l^iim 


(Pistil xUs, 12 ) to raise u$ to so hig^ <i)gnit}V martial u'« 
vtitb ihe armies oniaaven ’ 

Let us esteem ^ fj^ienousa hoj^-^ght| and wiibjPlgreatest 
intense nesS at soul pursue and H. And as foHnese en¬ 

joyments ot this present world, wniKd> are suited only to the 
, 'mottahty and imperfection of i^, mpi^rate out regards to 

themi apd cultivate those ht^ft eni^ireaiitda^ts with the most 
so^cititms carcj which will oo transplanted into the paradise cf 
^^dj| and erer fiourtidl iur the delight of hu mmortat children. 

31 fmi ist, we sec, i^rguos a very imptHtant pofowof doctrine from 
premtsiit in which, p^baps, we might not have been able to 
, have^scoveied it without such a hint. Let ,va learn to judge 
of ^eriptme^rgu^ntSf not Itnertly by the sbund, but bj the 
sense of the words And as our hip^jebose a passage fiom the 
PfTUiiteue%f. than iVism the for the convtctam oi 

) the SjaddUtepi^^ us be eA^iged to etndjr the tempt is, and even 
thia premdites of those w^whum we converse, that w'e may, 
it possible, let in the light of diviuo tnith on their hearts, cm 
l^t side by which tHey s^m most euiiablo^receiving it. 

Mark “^0 a W4^, let Us with pleasure think of tm blessed God un- 
(a.a6 denhat ^eiQos title by which bp mamlested himself to Mosa 
)ii tkt^hmh Still be Is the God ^j^hiakam^ the God of Isaac, 
and ihti Vod of Jacob, the God oFijinr pious ancestors, the God 
inks of alt oii\ departed fciends^ who are now slecpcrtg in Jesus for 
aU their sbub now ieoe untohimi and their Imdies shall ere long 
be awakened by him In like manner, d '%e aic follouers ^ 
them, who thm%h fait&^nd patience ai e now tnheriiin^ the pio- 
oniseSf when we a^eqat&ercd to ottt fatheis, and our names, pci- 
haps, forgotten among ^uccieding generations, he will still be 
out God He will sheii^s, bj the blessed expeiicncc rf eter¬ 
nity, that when hotfea^sa'wtth os. by that tide, am! admitted us 
into the covenant hv which he bears ifcj fae^^ntend d loi ui sumc- 
fhing far nobler ana boater than the transient scenes of eaithand 
of time coukl stdnth^- 

^ . »ECT. CJLVI. ' 

Christ dtfcourse* of the first end great tommj^id oj the lau, and 
covfmnds the Pharisees with a question relating to Da^id s 
cutlinp tfiJh Messiah his Lord Mat XXII 34, to the end 
]^|ukXU 28 -^ 37 , Luke XX 41 44 ^ 

wt It# 

MAt, 31 - phjuff oi 

'T''HUS Je«ras defended the great doctiine of^T ;,hujihcih4- 
tbe re'siirrection from the vam rav ils which 
weie biought against it But the debates of 
the day ended not5 ^hen the Phm isees 





had bearidht h€dvd'ti 
be bad put^tbo 
dgc(^<& 1 ^? ‘ 


% tHm 
the SaMuceed, they 

they .witfj'fii w 

toscOtet, ’ 8^e ^srgtt, to ttt if;TO^^d!»tc[ any way ek* i 

■p^ him to the to niafce theii^‘fe-3'1^ ^ I 

u>dn whaTbe-^P lay. ’• . \ 

35 Tbfii one .vmws, -feAoWai^Va.l^9p35,i'!;^ 

U/aTawieVjc^S a1(A«#r /M«? liM, Crt’me wijh the T^siVtfhrf 'ji 

and hawing heard /tl^^t|erided;tO the diacdafSe beween'J^ll^lWW .' V' 

them reining toge-, aitd ksord thtm'Teosoi^ftg ' tbkg-> il 

tha[ hfhlif anTwerci *Ae’^ pend^fing that M had an^erkitth^ isfeSfi^ 

them weir.] asked*d«^ A^t a farther / ihtehHin^lp 

[iiiin] a question, anothef ffiaH^kim as to etiderstandfiPlf ,iti ’ '. 

srX"*[MinKXli sac|^ Mbits; and M to, him, 

28.-1 wouldht info]rft> ,:% 

36 aimiw. which’ [andVg^t commoment 

;Sat‘eLEd.3 ed i» the wliofe^?i Is it ft‘ceremonial, or a ^ 
(tifaiij in the iaw> oiofal precept, that is the' most impbrtatit, apa 
[MssaXii,— f».) H^lvfies'the^prefeicence^ M‘ ^ If. , 

XII, 29. Jesus answered hiifi, The d||fsti(}P’t£^p 'm 

him, iiirarsf* 0^811 easily be resolved 

the commaDdmehtsthwi^j,the mokt comprehe.osive’"''^d itn- 

is Hear, o isi^ei, portalu Md tw»OTt/ndwen/s of'thfeTaw, fwl 
the (4ird onr God IS 11. .. l- l • ^ ' • U - 

ftne Loidj [Milt; whicb IS contained in Dent. vi. 4, 5; x. 12; . 

xxii. 37.-1] ' •* jfyar, O '/sraelf Jehovah out Godds tti6 am 

30 And thou Shalt « ^at and only Lord: . Jnd upon sKi "beca-SO 

• Gild with afi thv thoif shalt fe^Vd and hoitonr him as 

heart, and with all “ mc'Uf am\ Ime the Lord thy God wUh alUhine 
sedt, and with all thy « hearty and With all thy sotd, ahd with all Ihy 

SuhTstrcngih: thi? “ ^th a0^hy strength;''' that is, 

i;. the firSt [and thou shdlt coosecratb'tb nim alj the united pow- 
preatj comra^and. (>r^.frid faculties of thv oaturej arid thy under-' 

—38 ] standing; thinC affections and executive 

povrers, sbs^l he all in the.^ Ifidbst vigorous man-'" 
ner employed in bis SeHice. (S^e note® on 
'^iike X. 5^,^$ect'’.:, bvii.)^ TAfcs is the first and 
-' great coniimndmeMf funda- 


'.i 

4 S 


-'.t 

l( 

,‘7j. 


® HTiich it the frtt myi great roinmahd* ference 'to the cerdtaodisl part-*'-Dr. 
meat, &c.] yhis was a point that o(ten Ligbtfoot remarks bis Hor, Heb. oa 
nasdiaputed'liy tiicJewishdoctors; some Maik xii. 28.} that ^bpst answers tba 
cont^odiog fat the law of tArrumcision, scribe out of a septoaco which was writ-^ 
other's for that of, a^rrilicts, and others ten in the phylaetencs; in t^ii’h ha 
for that of the |^y^teries. And thuueh avoided all occasion of oflenP^^pda plain* 
It was a rule,^(mcfb<'in, that the l.iw ly >.hewed (as Uie >.eiiba aKeroards oin 
of the sabhdth^^rro giye plaqe'to .pipt. servo, Mark xii ,'33.) that th«‘ oUser* 
ofcircumnision, yet they were not agreed' vanne ofthe tnoral Ia'>v «a;i more accep- 
as to the re-.l, nhicfr was the' principal t^bie to God than all the sacrifices the/ 
end jiio t iinporiant picccpt, only ip ge- OOuld olTcr to him. ' . 

neral they were iiicliurd to give tlw pre*, ‘ ^ - 

'I? 








> 


The neXf ^-^Wte df v^p neighbmim^^ 


HWintat precept of the law, and there other 
etfrr. w'licli may not l >6 cotwideted in its degree as , 

'>^^^^^s{dioi-dn»atc to tins, and reducible to it. ^nd 
^^31 sublime and comprehensive '^ *£,^^^"£1*1 

; ■ nature, ffj] much Kke unto iV, as well as given lo>o thy neighbour 

V by the same authority/' [even] ^/t« contained in •'*>’ tbyi-clf there in 
Lev. xi«. IS; “ rUu M /me tky g.X 

“ (ts thyself : For all the duties you owe to than the-^e. [Mat. 

■ ' your fellow-creatures may be reduced to this; xxii. 39.] 

■ and where this nndisseinbled and generous prin- 
,/ ciple of love is, the rest will eastly and natnral- 
' ly follow. On the whole, therefore, there is 

no uther comvwndmaii greater than these And com! 

'■^indeed I may say, that all the la/amnd the pro- maniiinents h.iiig .iii 
phets depend'Vp^ these tiro conmandnmits i iwlaw and the pio- 
that tr, it is the draign of tlte whole revelation, 
in its different periods ’and'’circumstances, to ■ 
promote that virtuous and holy temper which 
may be expressed by the love of God and our 
neighbour,, 

And the sO'ibe who had proposed the ques¬ 
tion with a design to try him, uas struck with 
the solidity and spirit of his answer, and said to tiT.thon hast said thi 
Afm, Truly thou deservest to be owned as a tmiii- for ihire is 
•MaAer in Israel; fur thou hast spoken to this 
importailL question excellently weltJor there 
is indeed one God, and there is no other ksidet 
’^Zhim\ .r/nt/ro/ow Atwt, as thou hast said, xiith •'JiAndtfiiim hiiii 
all the heart, and with all the iindersfanding, “!{, *l*rthrnn’ 
and with all the soul, and'with ail the strcngin, duhtiindiiig.uiid with 
to consecrate ail the intellectual and active pow- ah ti«' soul, and with 
ei-s of our whole nature to him; and for a man ah tin- stienuh, and 
to love [A?s] neighbour as himself,• xrom a sense as h mseir, is more 
of piety to God, as well asrbenevolenceioraan, than all «Jioie bumi- 
, is far wore important than all the burnt^offer- 
mgs and sacrifices'^which the gret^tAst, prince 
could present at hi's altar; nor could the most 
exact and pompous ritual observances be accej)- 
^ tabic without such virtues and graces as these. 


’’ Mut. 
vXXll 




Mark 
.XTI. r. 


Mm* XII. 

And the scribe said 
unto him,Well, Mas- 


’’ 7 he seemd is &te unto i/.J Dv quot¬ 
ing this with the foriner, he sulficiently 
9uard|d against a foolish notion, which 
auine say the i^hansees had, that the ob- 
BcrA'AtioA of one execllent precept of the 
law would excuse the transgression of 
many others. It is certain the I'haiisees 
ware ready to magnify duties of the first 


talile, to neglect of those of the sr>- 
coiid, on which accoiKii it was exceed¬ 
ingly proper to use'4h'ehUngohgedsthis. 

* I'.xeelleiitly tteit,! .It is iii the on- 
giiial *n\ui;, bemilifn^ OT Jinelii, whiili 
expresses his high satisfaetion in the re¬ 
ply, much more strongly than the word 
v-ell. 



XXII. 

41 


Jesus ^h&w tXt.Meskkhis t>aviA.4^• 

, 34- And vhon AndJmfs^se€mgthathtansv^redx\\.\x%^isefytf^tx^x 

S‘..3Vwaj! “*'? ?'•'"’ *' T)*?'" j'^‘ “?*'• 

he Raid unto* biift, ments or thine on this important head, that inou 
Thou art itoHa'rfrom ati notJar front the kingdom of God; and such 
the kingdom of God. q|- i-j.iigion as tliose may bo the happy 

means of preparing thee to receive the ^o^pel 
Itljthat fidler manifestation of it which is now ^ 
approaching. 

Mat XXII. 41. wh^€ the Phavisets n^re gathered to- 

[And] wbik the Phi- ^flAerdui'iiig this conference, expecting to have 

"i'e'hw'^'^twhik "^ho Opportunity to ensnare him, as he was 

taughUii the tem%tilltho people i« the temple, Jesus 
pic], .icMia a'.ked turned to the stribes and doctors of the hivv who 
thoin sajiug, How and asked them saying, ftovo sua 

ninst‘'irthe‘^Son of scl^es SO conuiionly as they d^'-ikat thy , 
iiavjd J [Ma«k ,xii. Messiah is the Syii of J)aii0? Let nie ash you 42 

^%* What Urn e Wp, fVhat 

[of] Christ* who-!i Sgn think ye comeriiing the Messiah in tiiis respect ? 
i. he? Tiu«y sjy axii<i,JffkG.sc SoH is he ? They soy unto him Nothing 
iwm. ilif h’on of Da-' gjjg |,e plainer tlwn what thou repreaentest as 
■ the general opinion ; he is undoubtedly to be 

4.3 Ho saith unto \the Son\'^ David. , He sailh unto them. How 
then does David himself, speaking 6y the in- 
spmtpfrbyaio Holy spifaMon of the Holy Spirit, in the Ix^k <f 
Ghost] [Luks, in the Psoinis, acknowledge him to be superior to 

hun*^ Lon'r^^a^n*!' Cff///«W, /^r</?for yOU Cail- 

f MABK'^'xn.^^a'G— “ot but know that there is a passage expressly 
Luke XX 42—] to this purpose, (Psal. cx. 1.) whicli you readily 
44The ijjrti Mid {,||o\v to refer to the Mcssialj, in which yon find 

thou "on my*^ right- ^^a''id saying, " The Lord said unto my Ijord,4ii 
hand, till 1 njake “ Sit thou Oil mv right-hand in exalted power 
tiiinc enemies thy « ^nd glorv, With all the majesty and honour 

xxn.— 36 ] [Lttk* of a King, till I make dWikine enemies thy 
XX 42, w. “ footstool, Okud causetbeeto trample upon them 

*' at pleasure.” If David himself therefore call 
Lord/ how * IS "he Lord, and speak of him as his superior, as 
lLiKE,then]hisSoo? vou sce he doth, how ’is ke then hisSon?'^ 


I' 


^'Hote then ifwt tJaiud hutisvif by the 
Holy Spirit, Oiir Lord, wu arc, al¬ 
ways takoE it lor granted in hi-, argu- 
monls with the .Kns, ihat the ui,icra of 
ihc Old Tegtaaient were under such an 
f-xtraordinary guidance of the Holy Sprit, 
as to espres'tfhimselvcg v itli the .strict¬ 
est propriety oa ill%ccBsioD.a. ((.'oniparc 
.lohn X. 33, sect. cxXKiv.) And 1 look 
on this ds no contemptible argument for 
•he iTixpii-dtiuii of the New Testament; for 


we can never thitik the apostles of Christ 
to have been le»^ assisted by the Divine 
Spirit 111 their wrUtngs, when they were 
in other respects so much moie [lower- 
fully endoweid irifh it. 

* 1 J Drnii^ himself Ikcrofaii call Aim 
Ijoicl, hnm u ke Uien Ah i®Oj^'Thi» im¬ 
plies both the existence bt David iu a 
future state, and the authority of the 
Messiah over that invj.sible world into 
which that pnacc was rctuov cd by death. 



34 ^ ; Th4^'are unable io re^y^ Mi^Ure not questfbn h^&ny more. 

Now as the scribes and Plmrispes w^fref igno-FAna-.the common 

JW- rant of tjc great doctrine of the divine nature x|? 

of the Mejssiah, with respect to tvhicb, even be- 37 . Lojofe XSc; 44 . 
fore his incarnation, he was the Lord of David, 

45 and of the whole church, tlicy were quite con¬ 
i'. founded with the question. Jnd/AevdstcrQwd 4 r> And no maa 
of common people that was alioiit him, heari-bim answer 

■ 4GW/VA great pleasure. And all bis advensaries 

were at sucl» a loss, that m mqn could answer that fonh) .vk 
him so much as a word; neither did any one him any more ques- 
• presume, from that day forward, to ask him any 3 ^"* "" 

more such cn-snarintr questions^ as'those by which ‘ 

; ' they had now contrhed to assatlt, and, if pos- 
" sible, to confound hiru,' * 


‘ ; '■ 'r • IMPBOVFMENT. 

^^fatevf.r nli^ht be the design of the scribe in putting this 
question tq Christ again, (winch was in effect the same with 
what another had projiosdd before, Luke x. 25, sect, evii.) we 
have reason to rcjoico in the repetition of so important an ans¬ 
wer. Oh that it might be inscribed on our hearts as witli the 
j>oint of a diamond! ’ ,,' ^ 

29 The first and great coimnandmentxo(\xs\rQS ns, to love the Lord 
our God with all our heart, and soil!, and mind, and strength , 
and the second, which is like unto it, to lave our neighbour 
ourselves. But alas, what reason have we to complain of our' 
own deiieiency on both these heads! and how much need of 
being taught again even these first principles of the oracles of 
God! (Heb. v. 12.) 

30 Can we say, with regard to the first, that the blessed God has 
the whole of otir hearts.’ Is the utmost vigour of our faculties 
exerted in his service ^ Do we make him the end of all our ac¬ 
tions, of all our wishes, of all our pursuits ?—Or are we indeed 

31 such equitable judges between ourselves and others, as the .se¬ 
cond ofthesegreat commandments would require; so as to seek our 
nwni particular interests no farther than th^y may be subservient 

P.lsf, how fvi-eat a Monarch eoever th^ oxth Psalm which refers it to the Mesiiah. 
Messiah might have b,eeu, he oou'd not f hesumr Jiam (hot day forward to ait 
hA\o been properly called David’s Lord, Aim any wrr (;Twihunf.] The plain nican- 
aiiv ninrc lhaii Jiilirs Ca:sar cvuld haic ing is, they asked him no more suchcap- 
becn calk'd I he Lord of Uomulox, because lions question'-, foi the memory of this 
be reigned in Koine 700' J 5 e,ais after Ins <orifution impressed their minds during 
death, and \a^tly extendc'd the bounds tlieshjrtreiiiai'idcrof.ChrUt’irContinu- 
nf that Onwire a hich Komuiiis fuiindr.il. aiice .imong them ; dhdh<S w.i.soonrc- 

->-Muniiter% Note on this text bIicws, moved from them, so that they had no 

in a veryjforciblr m.'innvr, the wretched htiLhei (^poitacitics of doing 'it when 
expedients of some modem Jews to evade that luipiessioa wore ofl'. 
the force of that interpretation of the 



to, or at least,toimstent inth, the gbod ef the jivbf^a I Bo m 
msfke ail those atloaranees for others,, ^hich weespect or desiiiei 
they shouild 'nialte for its ?—purely we iw^st own we are^far 
' h^vin^^etaitainei, or from being (PhH. iii. 12 ) 

•—But if this be not- in the main, -the pfetailing atid governing ; 
temper of our min^s, in vain are nor bum(^fii!ring$ and our se-, 
€rijices i in vain the soleonnitiesi of public worship, or the 
•forms of domestic and^seetet devotion; and by all oar most pathe¬ 
tic expressions of duty tt> God, pd friendship to men, we do 
but add one degree of guilt to another, Let us then m(»t 
earnestly entreat, that God would havO mercy ppon (4s, and by 
Ills Holy Spirit vtnie these-iam in-our keflPts. 

On those subjects let ecrihe§^ instvucted t« the ktf^em f/'S 2 • 
heaven insist, lest they be condemned by this esrposii^, of tbe^ 
Jewish law. And let those whose notions ar^ji.tbusn?;];^^^regu¬ 
lated, take heed, lest, while tliey^rseenj o /’34 

God, by resting in mere notions, they come shprt of it, and sink 
into a ruin aggravated by their near approach to the coiifiaes of 
salvation and glpyy;. 

As for that question of Christ with which the Pb 0 >iiees were Mat. 
perplexed, the gospel has, given us a key to it. Well might 
J)avid, in spirit, call hifH hard, who according to the^sh was ^ 
to descend from his loins: fdir before Dmid^^ Abraham noas, he’ 
is. (John viii, A8.) Let us adore this ray^rious union of the. 
Divine and human natures in the person of our glorious Em¬ 
manuel ; and be very careful that we do not oppose him, if we 
would not be found fighters against God. Already is Ijc exalted 44 
at the ris,ht hand of the Father let his friends rejoice in his 
dignity and glory, and with pleasure wait the day of his'com¬ 
plete triumph, when aU his enemies sfiuJl be put under his feet, 
and even the last of them be swallowed up in victory, (1 Cor. 

XV. 25, 54.) 

% ^ 

SECT. dLVIL 

Christ discourses mth the Pharisees in the temple, repealing the 
charges and cautions whkh he had formerly advanced at the 
house of owe of thdt sect. Mat. aXIII, J—22. Mark XIL 
38 — 40 . Luke XX. 45 , to the end. 

mat. XXIII. I. MAT. XXIII. 1 . 

’piiiijv spake jesip ^HEN Jesus, in the progress of his dot trine 
[in his dtjctrint,) anddisceur.se, spake to hts disciplesSn the 
-'i.oncc of *' ir the oudkuce oj all the people.wiiQ were present, and 
took occasion (as he had done Cormerlv, Luke 
xi. 3«i, &. scq. sect, cx.) to expose and caution 
them ugam.st the pride and hypocrisy of tbp 




»JEP?. ^ibes,and Pharisees, Satfitig^ jopenly and 
ci,viu freely to then}, j(?Ac scribes an^ .the Pha- 
'*0^ risecs sit in the c/^r 0 / AfoseSf* and- are the 
public teachers and expotitiders of hi&law.: Alt 
•' ' tj therefore whatsoever they shall char^eyou to ob- 
serve in virtue of that law<>, pay a heccnningde- 
feijBoce and regard to, and be ready to c^rve 
dc' accordingly ; iut prariist not t^.any 
nieaiis according to their works; for they say 
well in many instances, hut do not themselves 
practise according to wliat they teaeb. 

I therefore repeat it .ag^in, Beware of itnira- 
KH. 33 ting the hypocrisy, apd,following the> example 
’ XAHI sc0es ;' For by virtue of the tra- 
ditioiis<t^jqh in conjunction with the Pharisees 
they have t^jdedstp the law,,;/Aey together 
grievous and insupportable burdensy and without 
tile least remorse lay them on men^s shoiddersy 
urging tl)em bv the heaviest penalties toxop- 
form to all,their iiij.ijnctions; but ihey dii»]>ense 
with lihemselves] in the neglect of,,,many of 
them, am) will mt so mtich as nwv^ iheni 'with 
•a fnger of theirs, ^i^'oippare Luke'xi*,46, sect. 
ex.> *' ■ 

5 And even when they do conform in other in^ 


Ite^ipb, unto his (1i»> 
cipl^j [MwxXfl. 
38 > jCiAinsXX. 45.| 

2 fSa^ing, The 
scrihetaad the Phan- 
sees sit id Mosqs’ 
scat: 

3 All therefore, 
whatsoever they bid 
you observe, that ob¬ 
serve and do , but do 
not ye after then 
works: fur they sjy, 
and do not. 

M«ii. XII.—08. 
—Ueware of the 
scribes. — [Lii»: 
XX. 4.1:.—] 

Mat. XXHI. 4. 
For they bind heavy 
burdens, and giiev- 
oiis to be borne, and 
lay them on tnen'A 
shoulders; but they 
iliemsebes will not 
move tilt rn with oni, 
ofllieir liiigeis. 


Gut all their 


■ Sit it* the chair qf Afwes.] Some think 
■here IS an alluMon to those pulpits whuh 
£ara made for the expounders of the 
law; (Neh. viii. 4.) and whieh w-ere after¬ 
wards cuntiuiicd III the synagogji^f fiom 
whence the rabbles debvercil their dis¬ 
courses sitting. It is probably' called 
Muses’ chair, bacauBe-it wa^ that from 
whence the books of Moses were read 
and cxplrfined; so i|iat l;e siei^med to 
dictate from thence.' It U strangle, that 
Ligbtfoot (flor. Ileb. in (oc,) and Gu4-> 
satus, should explain Uiis of alegi,sia]tii£it) 
authoiity; since tbe.sctihes And Pbm^- 
secs, as Such, had no peculiar authority 
bf that kind. 

•> III Mrtue of that law,] If this Iriin 
tatien be nni suppostd, this passage will 
be inconsistent with all those in which 
lie coiidcinns the doctrines of the scribes 
add Pharisee-. Ha^ hcmchnt (as ()robio, 
an^some Popish writers faavp un.iccount- 
ably pretdtided) to assert their infallibili- 
ty„ani|o require an absoliite Bnbnii<sion 
to theirdictates, he must hhve condeinn- 
,ed himself, as it was known he «ns re¬ 
jected by them. See I imburt’li. Collat. 
Amic. p. bH. Hi. 

« Oexare of the iCfiier.] The word 
cciribe III gciv ral signifies any one cun- 


lersant about books and writings; oml 
IS sonietiincs put for a civil uflicLr, w1ium> 
business probably re-enibicd that of a 
Sfctetary ttjiiaie! (2Som. vm, IT, J Kings 
iv. .3 - 2 Kmg^ 't') at other times it 
is u<ed at lar^p* for a man ot Icai ning and 
ability; (J Chron. xxvii. 32 ; .Icr nswi 
26; kim vii. 6; Mat. \xlii. 34; I Cor 

i. 20.) Bnt as biblical learning wav 
ii|p.st ^teemed among the Jens, the void 
ift'the Kew Testament seems to be chief¬ 
ly appropriated to those that applied 
thi^s»ivOs to the study of the law, (per- 
Ghjl^^iucliMing those whusc business it 
WaO*to lran|Cnbc it.) (If these llu* pub- 
Ifb professors, who rea-llectines iipmi it, 
were called doctors, or biwycrs; and, 
probabh they who wcie iiiiestod nitli 
Some public offices iq,tliu sanbcdiiui, oi 
other Courts, scribes of tlip people (.Mat. 

ii. 4\—itut that the scribes, as 'Ingland 

labours to prove, (flh Karaeor. p. 

88 ) were karaites, eir tCkluancs who re¬ 
jected thote traijitions which the Phari¬ 
sees incalcatedi seems, from tin- text 
espcciaHy, utterly improbable. Our 
T.ord commonly joins them with the 
Pharisees, and probably uio-t of tbciii 
were of th.it sect. 



who miHMUasshmfnoreih<t^^t rel^ion* d4i^ 

yortsthay do fort* stances to their own'roles, it is generally from sect. 
Mwke”bn>^" Srir * principle; for there is none of dlthnr clvu. 
phyiacteri«»,ittd«i- 'WOTh Oilt U^hat they cbioSy rfo with a design 
'Jarge the borders of he ‘sUwed and taken notice of bd men, as exam- 
ihfir gariBMitsi.' p|gj extraordinary piety. For this purpose, 3 " 
ill particular, they make their phylacteries re- 
matkably broadi* that it may be thought they 
write more of the law on those scrolls of parch¬ 
ment than others do, or desire to be more fre- 
, » queptly reminded of divine things by the size 

of them; and, for the same reason likewise, 
they make the fringes and tassels, which the ^ 
law requires them to wear on the borders qf 
their garments, as large as may be, kha^ they 
may seem peculiarly desirous to r^iuemlmr the 
divine commandmfuts, whepfver thi&y look up¬ 
on them. (Compare Nnmbv xv. 38 — 40 .) 

Lure XX.— 4 G.— Th^se afc the seif-conceited and vain-glort- lukw 

m* to Walk ui long garments, XX. 4fi 
[marr 'Ih.— 38*—j that they may appear with an air of distinguish- 
Mat. XXIIf. 6 . ed gravity and stateliness; Jnd love the up- Mat. 
And iijve the upper- pgj>ffiQgf p^ecs at fcosts, wliere giiests of ® 

and the [Luke, high- Hrst quBiity are Used to Sit; am are ambitious 
eu] seats in the syna- to secure the highest seats even in the very syna- 
gogues^jMAKK xn, g(fg^^gt where they, should meet to prostrate 
4J5 ] ' ■ themselves ill the divine presence with the low- 

7 ^nd [saiuta- est abasement of soul : Jnd, on the same priii-7 
tiouKj in the markets cipj0 of valn-glory aud ostentation, they desire 
am to 1.1 m of receive salutations in the markets, and Other 
filaces.of common concourse, (compare Luke 
xi. 43 , sect, cx.) and to be called by men, Uabbi, 
rabbi a title of honour which they are fond of 


^Tiey male tkeir phylacteries remkrk- 
^ ably bnxicl.] I doubt not but most of my 
ri jdcrsi \ery well know, that the Jews, 
(iindiTstnnding fixed, xiit. 9, 16^ and 
iiiMit. \i 3; xi.'IS. which cooimanded 
them to bind Ihe law on tkeir heads, and to 
let it be asfiontlets between tkeir eyes. In a 
litoral sense,) used to wear little scrolls 
of parchment, on «hic|) those passages 
wi re written, bound to ttieir furelic.ad. 
and wrists It is generally supposed 
they were called p^lacleries in Greek, 
as being lookett upon as a kind of amulet 
to keep them itoof danger Sernii. 
'iVihd'r, p. 38; and'lDruii. de tri^us sectis, 

p. 26(1. 

'The hii’/ieU scats in the synagogues ]■ 
1'he doctors had seats by themselves, with 
IIk'ii Lacks towards the pulpit in which 


the law was read, *nd their faces towards 
the people. Theae were accounted the 
most nonourable, and Ihercfoie these 
ambitious scribes and Phansees contend¬ 
ed for them. See Kelaod. Antiq. lieb. 
p. Cl; Vitring. de Synag. Vet. p. 191. 
SC seq, and Wolf, in loe. 

^To be called by men. Rabbi, iabhi,'\ 
Many learned men have obseried, that 
an extravagant Aoiioii of respect wont 
along wifh this iHle, which was derived 
from n:3'i. a word whkb sigaities both 
nagnilide an^)Rr/lld«(/e,and seemaintend- 
cd very emphaticallv to express both the 
greatne.s aud the variety of that learuuig, 
which they'who bore ir were supposed to 
be possessed of (L’l nfont^s Iiitiod. p. 
93.)—Dr Light foot telU us (lloi. Heb. 
in loc ) that the words of the scribes arc 



•00 . Ile^openfy Ihem for Ihmr pMkt 


SKCT. having repeated in every sentence* and almost '■«‘i Ra'Jb'. rabbK 
civir. at every word. 

Slit as for you my disciples, benot yvu called e Bat be not yc 
vvin nor value yourselves on the imme, if it caHedRabbi* forone 

■g should ever happen to be given you -Jir one » S!.“3“ y.'S 
^oiir Mastei'j [even] Christ i ana ye tfrf attn/tf-brethren. 
thten,^ and-as such should treat each other-wKh 
9 a loving froodom and familiarity, Aiid^daU not 9 And call no mail 

[««j, one] m eur/A yo,.r>ffer ‘ nor be fond of >.7,;!^:" rjiSJ 
receiving this title from men, who may be ready leather nbich u m 
to speak of themselves as1)iit children in com* heaven, 
parisoii of you, and implicitly to follow ail your 
Tlictatesj/or onehyout Fatket^ and that of the 
whole’ family, [even] he who dwells in the high¬ 
est apd before whom all the most dis¬ 

tinguished bonoars of* the children of men dis¬ 
appear, as less that? nothing and vanity. Neu lO Neither be ye 

10 tiler be ye called masters and guides; for one is ™our*^M, 3 t^/ 

’ yoMrgreat and Instructor, [cr^n] CArw/*’ei^Ti Christ. 

whose dictate.s yon are ever to receive, and in 
whose name and authority alone .you are to 

11 teach others'i But^ on the contrst^^- that is, ii Rut hr th.it i-, 

and would appear in the eyes of Gcrd to be, the ler 

greatest among you, shall be most eminent for *ant. ^ ^ 

condescension and humility, and will be ready 

to wait on the rest, and to Whave himself on all 
occasions as yoto'(Compare Mat. xx. 

12 26, 21, p. 260,) And what I have often tolclyou la And Hhosoemr 
will assuredly he found to be a certain trutli, That 

whosoever shall attempt jn an ambitious w’ay to 


di'clnrptl to be more amiable and weighty 
than those of the proph<jt«, and equal to 
those of ilio law. su that Oanialiel advis¬ 
ed to get a rabbi, that one might no Ion* 
ger doubt of ahv thing! fHore pnasagea 
to this purpose may be teen id Dr. Gate’s 
.Sermons, Vol. I p, 80, apd in Whitby 
.ind F.lsncr, in loc They fully she#<fhe 
ii(>c<'ssity there traa ft>r SQCb ■ ^'peatetf 
eautions as our Lord gives, and are an 
abundant niisner to what Orobio objects 
to our Lord's conduct in thi^^Vespect , 
(sec Limbuieh CoHat p. iti.) for, 
constdeiiiig tbcir inveterate projudiees 
again&t Cbribt, it could never be suppos 
td that the common people would recene 
the goi^el till such corrupt teachers as 
thestb'ili^e brought into a just di grace. 

I )’«;«/'<* all hretinen.] It is oliseri able, 
that hot one word is «ai«l of Tctcf’** au- 


tborHy ovqr the rest, cither here, i r l o 
, thp application,made by Zebedcc’s clnl, 
iJreo; though had such an authority '..cn 
<i»teiM<'d, ntithihg'Could have been mon* 
natural or necessary, than to have meu- 
tioned and adjusted it Compare note t 
on Ma£i''xx 2f), p. 26U. 

'• A (ml not [eraj one] on earth ^oui fa- 
lArt.] The Phariseis, no d.mbt, had 
this title given them; and Bishop Wil¬ 
kins I'l'serics, that it is a title wliich as- 
suming priests of all religions have gi cat- 
ly aftccted ■ 

' Vneu ifour Master fciffii] Chrut 1 It 
IS I'cmarkable, that tfiig occursi twice in 
the vfiy same words (here, and in vei, 
8.) Onf,L«rd knew'Bow requisite it 
would be to attend to it, and how ready 
even his ministers would be to forget it. 



ejiarts Hs disc^Kff to 


347 


,sbail e*aU himself, g^ait himself ^ shall sooner or later, by one me- sect. 
be »hdt*hau'^hw-o*" another he abased; and ickosoever^ on clvh. 
bie hiiRNeif, shall be the Other hand, shall humble himself - shall be 
exalted. exalted to the highest honour.' xjair. 

M.i Blit wo'unto Then Jesus, turning from his disci pleS| to 13 

n^‘I jf ^ •>««" »l»*k'9S, addressed 

' for ye shut up the h|m{K»lrbotoiy toibose crofty enemies whostood 
king-’orn of heaien around Wm, waiting for nothing but an oppor- 

wCr^'ro/r! ‘“"“y and said, ««/» W, Jre 

si'ives, ut^ither‘suffei* scribes and Pharistesy hypocrites r for -by the 
,0 them that are en-prejudices you are so 2 ea)ous to propagate a- 
i-iing logo ID. moiig the people, you skud up the kingdom of 
heaven against meny and do all you can to pre¬ 
vent their tiegarding it j for you neithex^go in 
yourseheSi nor permit them that are aw^kiened 
to a desire of'enteringi to goiip i and thus you 
make yourselves in some degree chargeable 
with their destruction as well as with your own, 
by the false notions you instil into their mind.s, 
and the prejudices you raise against me and my 
doctrine. (Compare Luke xl 52, sect cx.) 

14 Wo unto you, IVo mto^fM^ye scribes and Pharisees^ hypo- H 
tcribcs and Phan- crites* that whposc Upon men by .specious forms 

ic flavour mdows devotiou! but these forms cannot impose 
houses, and fir a pre- upuD God, ,nor prevent his vengeance from fal- 
tcnce make Jong |jp„ heavy upon vou: for, by your cruel extor- 

ye shall rprtiu« the tiousj/(/w at"W)«r the houses of widows and or- 
greater damnation, plians, wliose helpless circumstances, if you had 
[M ARx Xii 40. remains of Inirnanity and generosity, might 
' rather engage you to protect and vindicate 
them; and it is only for a pretence to cover 
these crying immoralities, that you such 
long and seemingly earnest prayers, hoping 
thereby *to engage the esteem and runhdcnce of 
. others, that you may haye the greater o|)portu- 
nUy to injure and defraud them; but this compli¬ 
cated wickedness shall cost you dev; iox there¬ 
fore shall you receive greater and more dread- 


■* If'hosoever shall hbnselft &c.] 
Chri'bt iiecms by tin' frequent ri'petitimi 
ol this maxim to iatinnate,th.ithe inteud- 
ed lit not only fur those nhu were to he 
tcaehers of 4ther4> (Jut for alt his di.si’i- 
, plo without exof^ipn. Apd it is well 
woriiiy of our obsetvatioii that no one 
st’ulence of our T.ord’$ is so frequently 
tej'uatcd iib this; which occurs ai least 
V"n tiBies in the eranxeJists. Cumpiire 


Mat. xviif, 4; ns. 2S« 21; xxiii. 10, II; 
Mark ix 35; x. 43, 41; Luke \iv, U ; 
xviii. 14; xxii. 26; and John xiii. 14. 

* liffp'Kf lies,] Dr. More with great pro- 

f nety obserm, that the word hypocntCi 
I'niiMJat] in its most c.\act application, 
signifies players, who according to the 
unnatural custom of the ancients, acted 
a part under a mask More's Tlicolog 
M’orks, p ?93 • 



54S Their JifUy 


wilk, n^p^t W^ths. 


Hnto y»ii| 
scribes anil Phan* 


9CCT. fti! damnation^ than if you had never |1rayed al 
cUnu alJ, nor made any pretences to reli^riuii. 

JVo unto yotif ^ scriJ^^ flfwd Phariieei, Aypo- Vo 
xxui criiesas you are l/or with indt^atiprable industry “"s,hyp“ocntrs' ivr 
l 5 t/ou do, as it were, rompass the see. and the land yc compasii sea amt 
to nmke one proselyte to your own partiieuiar mip 

reel and pacly; andK^iht u hoamiMwt 
oiten make Atm even doubly more a child of nell him two fold morr 
than you yourselves arc; while,'in order to ap- the child of Jicil than 
prove the sincerity of his conversimi lo you, 3'®“''®®*'“'’' 
he is obliged to vie with you in «H the excesses 
of vuur superstitifHi and mgotry. 

16 lyounto ^you, yc blind gumeSy who-haveiii- it' unto yon. 
vented ^ many nice distinctions, tO'make men 

easy in tneir sms, and subservient to' your se- ev.r shall nwenrby 
ciilar interest!^!vtt)Ae wy, fyr instance. Whoso- the temple, a is no- 
ever shall swear only by the 4emphy it is no- i^*®j!ii>"twhos>oeyer 
ihtng:’’^ but whosoever shall smear by the gold jj^.id of the temple, 

* of the Umple, wbetlier by that with which a part he IS a debtor 
of it is ovcriaiii, or by that which is laid up in 

17 its treasures, he is obliged by it. Ye foolish 

and blind [ereatureSj] is not tbe^i^pid sophis- ii and 

try of this distinction apparent to^tbe weakest i®'' 
understanduiff f for which ot these ts greater, the temple that wm- 
the goldj or the temple ihut .sanctifies the gold, • 

which without its relation to'the temple would 
have nothing in it more sacred than any com- 
iSmon metal^ And yt also say, just with the is And whosoever 
same degree of sense and piety'as-Imfore, Who- nothmgi 

soever shall swear only Ziy the altar of God, it but who^o<‘vri'‘-in'ar- 
is nothing; but whosbeiei' shall swear by the etbi»y the lmH that 
gift whkk is upon it, he is obliged to the per- ** “i’®" 
lytoi mafice of his oath. Ve foolish and blind ^’i 9 ve foob>.jmi 

{wrelchesil what an idle and senseless distino- wbuiiu r 

tion is this’/o** can you suppose is great- “ ?m 

er, the giftii^r the altar that sanetifes the gift, Siiactifieth the gilt ' 
which, befwe it was brought thither, was only 
a common thing, and might be used to any of 20 whobo tiu-ie- 
20 the ordinary purposes of human life? '[’he i»y 

truth of the ease is therefore plain and obvious; ifyaaldbySiuhlnf! 
he that swears lyy ijie alfar, sgcars in effect by it, th,eivyn. 


^ Whmmr ehell tuvnr by the temple, sacrifices; law'hich h isi>iain that, with¬ 
in ti It seems tbe Pharisees ot^l any regard to sense 01 de- 

taugbt, that oathb by theoreatures might eency, they were ihfioenccd ninety by 
he niMlii fill trifling oscasions, and %io- a view to their own interest, and therc- 
Uted without any great grtilt, (sec note'* fore represented ibesc to the people as 
on Mat. I. o4,1 ol 1. p. 222.) Iliii they things of more eminent b.iiictity than 
"cxccpU'd oath.s by the cerban, and by cten the temple or altai itself. 





i Pharisees. S4^ 


And «hososhall Ond hyall the things that -afe offered upcn it to sect. 
^^eih whose altar it is,: sind hr that smears ci.vii.' 

by himthaU«<dieUi tkf s^eavs' b^. it^ find hy him also that 

liierc iri. dwdis in «V, cvcn the eteroal and ever-blessed 

* Jehovah, who honours jt^iii a special manner 21 

2‘i And he that With’ the tokens'of his presence; And he22 
fthaii swear by hea- t^^fimeors by hefiven., which-^oine of you are 
ven swe^ethjiy the enough to think a little ©eth-i swears by 

Vi\"'h!m that sit^th the throne tf the most high Ged^ and by him 
tliertun. mho sits up<niit, and fills all the train of atten¬ 

dant angels with the humblest.reverence and 
prostration of mind. Now did you and your dis - 
ciples consider this, tliat every oath byva eren- 
ture is an< implicit appeal to God, you cottid not , 
surely talk of suoh expressions, in $0 
dangerous a manner as you commonly do. 


» IMPHOVEMENT. 

As an ear-ring of goldy and an ornament (f fine gold^ so is a Mat 
rf/sc reprover upon an obedient ear. (Prov. xxv. 12). Christ was*''*”- 
index'd a wise and faithful Pep rover; but the ears of tliese*^ 
Pharisees were disobedient afttl uncircumcised- Let u.?, how¬ 
ever, who arc his disciples^ attend to the.se instructions of our 
heavenly Master, and avoid every thing which has the remot- 
<;>t tendency to what Ue here condemns with so just a severity. 

Let not (nir zeal spend it.self upon the externals of religion. 5 
Let us not irnjiose heavy burdens upon each other; nor lay-t 
' down rules for the conduct of others, by winch we do not hi 
like i-irciirn$tances think fi|^ to govern ourselves. . Let us not 
im|»ose our, own dtcisinns in a magisterial manner on our fellow 
Chri'tianSj nor affect to be called fathers, masU'rs, and 
teachers, remembering that alone is our Master, and8—lO 

' ixod our leather, and that it is a dangerous presumption and 
fol( y to set ourselves in the place of either. Let us be upon 6, 7 
on I guard against that vain ostentation that W'oujd lead us to 
place any part of our happiness in precedence, and to value our¬ 
selves upon onr rank,oT upon any airy tkks ^honour, by^ 
which, perhaps rather by accident than merit, wc arc distin¬ 
guished from others; and which to a truly wise man, and espe¬ 
cially to an humble follower of Jesus, will appear to be a very 
httle matter. Let us desire that honour which arises from con-11, 1 
descending to others, ami sci ving tliem in love; that honour 
which .springs from the Divine approbation, which it wilhbc im- 
])ossible to secure without unaffected piety. iJoliii v. -M.) 

God forbid that our devotions should ever be intended as xi 14 
cloak of maliciousness, or as the instiumcrit of serving any mean 
and vile purpose ! Such prayers would return in cursc'i on our 
own heads, and draw down, on them aggravated dammition God \' 



The Pk^isks fir thekf^/^^sy. 


SXGT. forbid that we should spend thdt time, and that 'aixlen'cy of spidt^ 
,ca.vii. in tnaking proselytes to our own peculiar notions and party, 
which ought to be laid out in making them the servants of God 
Vwr, 16-through ChrUt! God forbid that we should delude ourselves or 
others by such idle distinctwts in matters of conscience, as these 
wbidb our blessed Jtedeemer has vrith so mdcb reason and spirit 
exposed! '' - 

i7-»S2 Let us retain the greatest reverence for an oathf and not ac^ 
custom ourselves to trifle with any thing which looks like it. 
Let u£ consider as the throne of God, and often think of 
the majesty and glory of that illustrious Being that sits thereon 
for a sense of bis continual presence will form us to a better 
temper,, and engage us with a righteousness far exceeding that 
, of the Elites and Pharisees, to walk before him in all his com- 
mandments an4 ordinances blameless: 


SECT. CLVIII. 


Christ coniinues his discourse with the Pharisees, reproving them 
for their hypocrisy, and threatening them with approaching 
judgments, Mat. XXII1. 23, to ihp and. 


MAT. XXIII. 23. ' 

OUR, Lord farther proceeded in his discourse, 
unto you, ye scribes and Pha~ 
risees, hypocrites f you may justly expect the 
XXIII. severest vengeance; for ye are careful to tithe 
•IZmiitt, and anise, and cttmmm, an4>'every other 
common herb which grows in your gardens; 
a/id yet have wholly neglected the weightier mat¬ 
ters of thelaw, justice, and mercy, and fidelity 
these should chiefly have been regarded by you 
as what ye ought more especially to have practis¬ 
ed, and indeed not to have milted the other, as 
a reverent observance is due eveil to the least 
of.God’s commandments, (i^ompare Luke xi. 
2442, sect, cx.) Ye blind guides of blind and 
wretched followers, who do (as it is proverbi¬ 
ally said) carefully sjtain out a gnat from the 
liquor you are going *10 drink, and yet can 


mat. XX hi. 23. 
Y^T'O unto yoii, 
^ senbesand Vha- 
nsfe>>, hypocriU's' 
fui yu pay Uthc oi 
mint, and anise, and 
(‘uminin, and hav^ 
omitt^ed thcwc'iKhtier 
mattm of tlic law, 
judj^munt, nicicy, 
and faith. 
ought yi t> h|» ( 
done, audndtT('a\» 
thootJwr undone 


2A Y«iblind gillJis, 
which strain .it a 


The word Wivif hqii un¬ 
doubtedly tliia signification in tnany 
plai^, (compare Tit. ii. 10 j Gal. v. 22 j 
Ill' 3}. But there arc manv 


more in winch it ‘siiglflfttes the rnnfiih <h, 
reptsti in another; fifadit is of gnat iii.- 
portnnee to observe thii See Col i t. 
and I Pet. i 21. 



gijat, and snaUow a dorufi a 'you .affect to scruple sect. 

4,c8ine], (ilsregard those ot‘ the greatest clvih. 

moment. ^ 

• M Wo unto you, U^o unto 'ym^ ye scribes and PkariseeSf hypo- 

-7o‘r ^ fonse ihe outside of the cup und 25 

ye make dean the oft0, dishy and are mighty exant in the obs^*- 
outside of the cup, of external rites and washings of the body ; 

6ut wah!n the"*aire regardless of the inner parttf and uucoa- 


ksut. «« SV1JIU tllCy ■»■«< 11— I 'i • V'l 

full of cKtoruoii *04 cerHecI about your hearts and consciences, which 
exCe.'s^. are full of tjncleaiMiess, and of all kinds of ra¬ 

pine and intemperance. (Compare Luke xi.'Sd, 

C6 Thou blind sectrf»cx.) Thou blind Bud senseless 26 

.tn>« >>«r '"* 1 ? f ?»,« 

within the cup and \’vere, ckanse the Diside of the tup am^if the 
piaitei, that the out- dish^ that thus the outside <f them may'M clean 
-ide oi them may be . fo|. ^he life Will of coufse be reformed 

clean alio, i i i • /» i is 

M'hen the heart is pun lied. |||. 

27 Wo unto you, hjiIq yg scribes and Pban^^, hypo -21 

v^l^ifvpomtf s'filr V®'’ resemble whited sepulchres, which 
je 'an; like unto indeed appear fair and beautiful without,*^ hit 
whiu d sepulchres, igithin arofull of the bones of (he dead, and <f all 
hcruntuf ^nckom^ss which arises from their putre- 

hiit are wjtiun lull lyiu« bo(iies.‘' A'vch so you also do indeed out-2^ 
of dt ad men’s bones, appear righteous unto who view 

and^oi all unclean- noibiug more than the external part of your • 

28 r*en so ,\e .ai- character ; but in ilje .sight of an heai t-search- 
M) outwardly .i]>i)ear ing God, wlfo has a dear and perfect view of 

T5X7n!m'‘vVTc within, you.arefull ^'that hypocrisy 

fuiiufiivpociisy and and^Hiquity winch is inhnitdy more loathsome 
jni(|iutv. to him tlian the most disagreeable objects can 

29 Wo unto you, jq jjjg human eye. -■, 

SCI 1 j. h an an- scrihes and Pharisees, hypo- 2y 


\TraiH i/Vl a (fvn/, and ‘Kallobidoien a 
ennuf I In those hot counlurs, as Ser- 
i.iiIlls well observes (Irihirres, p 51)| 
gn.Us Htrt apt to fall into wiije, if it 
ui'ie notoarefidls covered; and passia;( 
the Itiptiir iliruH^/i <1 Orainer, i/iat no gnat, 
ur pan of (ine, might ifmai/i, !;«it'tffW ti pro- 
veil, for exactness about U;tt« matters. 

-ronlil any authority be produced m 
which xa|u.»iXsv si^i.iiies a lai^e mud, I 
should with great pleasure fdlow the 
thmddlion of n27i,ln rendcriuf the lat¬ 
ter cl.iiise. su>ttih§ atketU. 

‘ H lilted tepulvh^tfy u-kich indfcd appear 
teoaliful a.'i/Ao«/.^ Thoi gh the first tn- 
tmtiou of whitening sepulchies might be 
only tomaik jbem out, that they might 
be avoided, and so (as some Jenash 
wii’piS, and pariii’uliirly Maimomdes, 


hare,observed) a heap of hmr laid upon 
the grave might answer the end; it is 
evident they weie sonidimrs adorned 
(rer. 2 m}, probably not only with plas¬ 
tering and whitu-wr-sliiug, but wnhmar¬ 
ble duclolber stone inonuments. and not- 
witbstAnding all the applause vvhieh 
\ itriuga (Observ. Sacr. lib, 1 . p. 2(H1 
gives to the interpmutiou which Dr. 
Lightfoot (IIur Web, in loc.) and Dr. 
PoeOek (Port, iffes cap. v. p. 73jhave 
advanced, I conclude that such orna.- 
ments wero bnil^ referred to; for 1 can¬ 
not think Christ would have called these 
sepulchres beautiful, if they bad been 
nothing but heaps of earth covered with 
glass. Compare notc< on Luke xi. 14, 
sect. c\. 



critesi fo7', under a prt'tence of ytowr regain and sees, bypoeritcR i fcc; 
veneration for their characters, veu sumptuous- y® *»«»W 
bum up the sepulchres of the ancient prophet$y w 4 j*^aS 

and adorn the monuments ^ the other righteous these^ichres of uie 
29 forirter generations^ as desirous to pre- righteous, 

, 3 Qserve and honour their memories.^ Jnd ye 30 An4 say, rfwo 
1/we hud been bring in theda^sef hecn in the days 

t^s, m vM If Jme iet» MrtJcrs mth 
, • them tn the mod of the holy prophets which they pwtakers wuh them 
shed, but would have treated them in another *“ the Wood of the 
31 manner than our fathers did. So that you real- be ve 

ly bear witness to yourselves^ that yon are the witnesses unto you r- 
sms of those that murdered the prophets; and that ye are 
indet^i^our present temper and conduct more JSct'kulS the 
certahtly flpeats you to be their genuine off- phets. 
springy ttod to be full of that very malignity 
which J^lili^retend to coudemn in them (Com- 
SSPWe r.a||Kxi. 47, 48. sect, ex.) And do you 32 FiHye iipthen 
\then\ j^ up, as soon you think fit, what yet the measure of your 
namams tdbe completed of the measure rf your 
/aMcrs’ sins, that wrath may come upon this 
guilty land to the lUtcrnioit. V , 

"33 fe painted and decditful serpeh^ye brood of '5'’^ vo srrpenu, 
specious, but venomous and inisomevous vi- 
, pel'sj how artfully soevtir you may evade human the damnation o( 

• ^^censurcs, how can you so much as hope by any *»eli ’ 

' of these vain pretences, to escape wfiat is infi- 

• likely more dreadful, that righteous sentence of 
the unerring Judge, which will consign ^ou 
over to the dmimtion of hell 9 (Compare 

Mat. lii. 7, Voi. I. p;.l03,) C4Wbmf..rc h- 

34 Thei'rforef behold 1 send unto you prophets, i^id, i Kcnd uu’[o’y«« 


* I'oa hfiJdthe svpvkkres cf tht 
&c.] T can by'nolhcans think, wjtli Mar¬ 
kins (Exercit, p. 229), many of wboiie 
crjfeicismd are y/pry low and fanciful, ilmt 
Christ heioJblaiiKS the building the se- 
pulchres of those Ugly men; which, as 
Eisner, (Vol. I, p. )60) and Paphrfws 
(Annot vK. Xftu. p, 48) .shew, was a 
piece of respect which llidfiO%Uon||ha^e 
^aid to persons of merit, 

especial) V to Uiose who^^ fa a gtmd 
^wuae. |jlfhat Vitringa Synag. p. 
tjgfe U8 of the extraordinary lum- 
W tho sepulchre Mordeoai, 
agreeable l]tustr<ltibtt of these 
wor^.'.losepljus also, from Nicolaus 
pamascenus, mentions 1]erodes repair¬ 
ing in o very -.plcndid manner the se¬ 


pulchre of iJavid, (Joseph. Antufriili. 
xvi, yap, 1. (al. 11). § 1.) Compare AcU 
li 29.— GroUus is certainly light in 
saying, that tlm four verses in this para - 
graph are to be considered as ono seu- 
of which perhaps Ier.,31 luaj be 
a parefiUicsis. 

IJhpt tan you hope by any of those 
va.a pruUnces to tfopf that sentenru, 
&c.] Haphrlius has abundantly piovut 
that (tiraipjyiiit (w^ch is the -amc 
sense wiUi llieonjinai) properly signifie, 
i) etylecomttim i^ttpqrti.f judicaturr', 
which is often do# ll^Ubc artilW e of 
the criminal. ADnot.'#,Xen. p. 50, .'>1. 

^ TAwc/bre.) Though Oleariij.. hcie 
wpiild romler t ?a ot the wean time, ih ‘ 
veisian IS so unexampled that} cauno' 



und should dmver for aU the righW^us bimd tktit had been shed. W, 

'i. 

prophets, and wise instructed to tbc king- sec,t* ' 

men, and scribes, ^ heawn to try, vou oncc more^ and-to 

shall kill andcruciiy. Ri'c you the last call to repentance and rerorma* 

• andiomr of them shall tioti which you must ever expect: but I know xxVjd. 
.yc scoiirje hi your attempt will, With regard ti> the04 

-ei-iiic/Am from city generality of you, be entirely in \aiu; and that 
to cit\ ■ ^ [tfojwej of ' ihem ye will hill, and carry your ma¬ 

lice so far as tc crucify them Like common slaves: 
and when ye canout effect that, [AOi/ieJ ifieni 
yc will scourge in your ^ymigogueSf and persecute 
05 Tii.'< upon yon from City to City, i'or thus will God 35 

riffiiicoi.s Ivoodshcd righteous judgment permit yon to act, that ye 
upon th.'earth,from may become the distinguished trophies of nis 
the biooil of (jisplcasure, as if he were reckoning with you for 

blood Ml Zacharia-, guilt of all former ages; so that upon you 
son ot Harai’hias, sceiii to comc the veugeance due for all the 
whom M . -ii w be- ri^hteous blood which has been poured forth mi 
thc'j'Iur'* the cr.rth irom the bi-giiinnig of the world ; even 

from the blood oj Abcf that ominciuly righteous 
whom Ins brother (’am then slew, tot fie • 
blood of' Zechariah, the son of Barachiah^ one of 
the last of the prophets, whom ye murdered while 
he was ministering bet ween the temple and the 
altar f impiously presuming to intiude into .the 


iiqniicoi' III it, and if tin? connection, 
as It 'itaiid';, ( oiild n it lie .iccoimti il fui, 
1 'vlumlil I look It lu'lfci to comu'ct this 
With till' ilii'io Ilf the piicciliiiK 
'I !'>(' //(ill t'tn (/(' e^irjijr Uu- i/.imiialton ut 
/..///(« this i" i:i iniiul ilic md|>mciit of 
l.dilh'i till- 111 \iuii of 10 ) 11,111 c, criicllv, 
lUlil III jiui 1 isv ^ 

' ill hh liliiiiil nf Zii/iun/t/i, ikr \un of 
„ ll.iifo// ii/i, S.I' I'Ih(iii}:li ici V Uaiiiidnil II 
• .'I ittU >(»( lull this (It tom liiil. iilit pcT- 
■'oiis 1 do Out, tti h the li'aiiiol aiid (‘On* 
did \\ ils H-.; Misi 1 1 \<>l I p i tliiiik 
it III lilt x[»li( .ililcilifliciiltv tthicli ol t'icso 
IS ntcirni t') 1 SI I iijilo not wiih (Irj- 

t'lis Dll sills, CisioLioo, I'lasoiiis, and 
iiiiiii nioir, to ( vjil ihi It (if ihitZccba- 
I i.ili who IS <'\iihss \ (a I (1 t(i h.nc liucii 
d 1)11 m til II roinark.ililu iiiiiiiror bcivitui 
tlio temple and llic abai, (2 Cliion. x\n. 
' 20 , '21 ; tIiowi;h I akc not moo me ti 
dctirmiiie wlictlicr (as Chrvsostom as- 
sc'its) .iuh>.iada_,|iis tathi i mih also i ailed 
raiai'hiali, Hlitch stsiu'^i' om I'l'it />/fm i 
i.'f /nitl as Jchoinda docs o/ic thuhonfi-i- 
>' 1 him , in ttliellier the ori<ii al rfadioj 
"IS dilli'iuiit iiom ours, as Jcioin sais 
li“ loniid Ml the X'ispt I (li iIk N.i/tirt'pci, 
I'i ll((.' Ilchiciv iirioo'f M.itthcii,— ft 
(.' Iiv nci 111 a (S 111 ii‘<sIIwith C.tpi 1 - 
\1>1 II 


Ills, to allow that it was a slip in tlic 
ciaiii'clist's iiiiinory; hut mill li inoicdc- 
(ent to suppose ii an olbcioiis ailihtion 
utsoinceaily tiansii ib'T, who iiiii^htoon- 
toiiiul this ion tv I w itiiXichai tail, one ul 
the twelio miinir I'rupluts, mIm was in¬ 
deed the <^011 of Itaia- 'lali, but nliudncs 
nut by any int'Tiis ajip, ai to haie hcmi 
liiiirdf P'd, luii IS till ic any K.a-oiil-i iina- 
)Ciric the Jevs, so so >n a'u r tiicir irtiiin 
funn ca|)ti\itv, noiild h.iic atuinptcd so 
lla;i tioiis an act.—Thontili Tin-fi)liyliict 
iniilcistaiids the tcsi ol Zai lianas the fa¬ 
ther i.f John the l.'iptist, (III thei’.'uditof 
an idle talc of (hijii n's, I'ciifnicd by ,Ir- 
I'lm, in wliicli he nils us ih.it this good 
man w.is moKbied in the ;i<in|ile, (sif 
J'lasinos, in loi ) iiu ha had lew folloiv- 
t rs, and indeed ihc -I -rv sti nis to hasp 
heen madh on the misUk< n nnihuiity of 
thcicMin qiiestion.-Yetatlei ail, it st eiiis 
s'lll iuo"e I nri ason.iblc, with Aiehb shop 
'Iilloison (Vbl I. p. 197, I9H.) to under* 
stand these winds as a prop’ieev ol that 
Zech iriah, the son ot Parceh, who, as.lo- 
sepljussays, i Ill'll Jud. lih ii.eap 5, (al. 

' 1^ ‘V) was ass.is•mated in the itiiddlet 
of till't» unit', jnd hel'ie the I'.onians 
bi’i egedilii oily. Mad m- mmi esitli ncc 
of Ills belli; a lu’liteyiis nt'iO, it would 


i'i 




i j v laments. tU0^M(ipp^ (;dse of Jerusalem^ 


court of tlin priests, to perpetrate that most'l^or- 
vihic nuinJcr as near as possible to God’s most 

mediate presence. Vei'ili/ I say unto uou^ 36 Vurily i g«y uu- 
^jcnr S“dt of all this righteous blood, h^\i 

3 fyand all these Iknigs that are included in the woe'* upon tins generation, 
• 1 have donounetd, shall come on this genertion 

of men ; so dreadful are the calamities wlijch 
j God will shorrl). bring upon it. (Compare 
Lu^e. XI. ■I'l, 30, 51, § cx.) , 

, 37 0JerusalemyJe7'iisali")ii,\thou'\ thatkillestthe o .ifnisaletn, 
prophets, and ilopest them that are sent vnto thee Out 

by Uo(l tor thy co^iver^ion and suIvjuiom ; thou a„,j .tun<U iIhmu 
unhappy city, who hast so often been stained 'viucharc Mut unto 
with the blood of the martvrs, that it is ffrowii 
into a proverb, 1 liat a propliet can hardly pcrisli cinidre,, togLiiiei 
any where else, (Lukexiii. 3'3,) hoic often would even as a hen ga- 
/ have gathered thy children tosether, unto me, 
even with as muc-ii teiuli rncss a\ a hen gnlherelh „„i? 

her chickens together under her n mgs, to protect 
.them from the assaults of any bird oi prey, or 
whatever else might threaten their safety, and 
yet ye icoidd not hearken to my compassionate 
calls, hut have hardened your hearts against iny 
love, and lepaid me with contempt, hatred, and 
38persecution •* Behold, theiiine is coming when 
you will see your folly, though too late; for 
your sacred house, in which you vainly trust, 
even this inagnifieent temple in which you now' 
stand, is so near being utterly di'stioyed, that it 
may be said to be even already Ift desolate to 
"x yoUj so that the few who survive tlie geiioral 
carnage, shall be forced to sit down and weep 
39 over its rums. For I am now making my last '39 I’oi i sav 
visit here, and / say unto you, That kenciforth, 
since you treat me so ill, ye shall not see me yi* ih.,ii»ay, nUsMd 
any more, till even ye shall say., as the ninlti- » in* that cD'ninh m 
tildes hUely did, but with sublmier passions and Loid. 

nobler \iews, Blessed [/a] he that ecmelh in the 
name of the Lord,^ that is, till your calamiiies 


38 Iicli’old, j'oin 
Imiisv 1^ left iinitj 
>011 ilesul.it*' 


be harsh to suppose Christ tn sneh a ron- 
nection to speak of a future fact as what 
vas already done, or to charge that deed 
on the whole Jewish nation which was 
done, contrary to the decree of the san- 
hedriin, by two resoliitc r illains. All the 
martyrs from Abel to Zeehanah, seems to 
liave been a proverb, and It might natu¬ 
rally arise from obseningthat Abel was 
the first, and Zcchariah jn Chronicles the 


last eminently good man, of whose mui - 
dei the scripture ipcaks 
'* Till ye skull say, l}le\sed u he that com- 

eth.Lv 1 This was doubtless spokenaftei 
Chi ist’s tri inn pliant entrariCL inlnJein- 
salein, (tinniuh Heiiisius ino t uiiuatuial- 
ly siippo-es it tiaiisplaced,) whicli shew., 
the necessity of gi\ mg the words some 
such turn ai they h.i\ e in the paraphi ase. 
—If we might be allowed, with GrolinS’- 



a ejections oh the iiiiq0^ of the 



' *•! 

Jiave taught 3 ou eagerly to wish for the Mes- sect/ 
siah, and divine grace shall have inclined yon, ct-viy.; 
ai a nation, gladi}' to receive me under 
character; but you little think through what 
scenes of desolation, exile, and miserjr, yon 39 
must pass fur succeeding ages, before that hap- • . 
py'time comes. (Compare Luke xiii. 34, 35, 
p. 133, 139 .) And when he had thus spoken, 
lie went out of the temple. 


IMPROVF.MINT. 


hi '.Y we ever remember, how necessary it is, that our righte- 
oiisncs^ should exceed that cf the >,cnbes and PharisceSf if we dc-xxiu. 23 
sire to enter nilo (he kingdom of heaven ! (Mat. v. 20.) May 
our zeal be employed on the great essentials of religion, jus¬ 
tice, mercyj ivndfidelity, and not be laid out merely or cbieHy 
on the Lircumsfaniiols of it! 

May we be concerned about the purity ofi our hearts, and not 25, 2t3 
iiieivly attend to the decency of our erf a ml behaviour ! May 
we be, not like painted sepulchres, lair and beautijul without, 2 "^ 2jJ 
and /n// of all uncleanness within, but latbcr like the vessel laid ^ 

II[) before llie Lord, whose outside shone with polished gJd, 

Avbil'e It was replenished with heavenly manna' (lloh. 

ix 1.) 


Ilnw many, like these Pharisees, condemn persecution, and 29 —G3 
yet iheniseUcs aie cliaigeahle with the guilt of it' May that 
never he oiir eharac ter, lest wc h(' iudi>e(l out of our oun vimiths, 
ami lest we tluTchy Jill up the measure oj'oiir iiui/uiltes ' 

Behold the repeated tenderness ol our eoinpassioiiatc Iiedeem- 37—:;9 
er, even tow'anis that guilty city that killed the prophets, and 
''lotted the messengers of God! lie tnwer/i/W'ltli the gentlest and 
iMost solicitous caieMt7H, even as a hen ‘i^athers 
!<i‘y rhideixs under her wings > Thus does he still call and iiiviu- 
piTisliing Miineis. Oh that the ob-tnuiey of their own jicrveise 
and rebellious wills may not linally wiili.staiid all tli<‘ overtures 
ol Ins giaee; lest eternal deso/aiioii he their poitioii, and they 111 
lur the ie[ietition of those la/h winch they once so 
anxiousli des[)ised! 


to 'ji; hit 11“ Miiitd he 

lihiil to snij, III u'oii i/ii« hml vtul, Wi'siiil t\ 
hr tkrtf Loni th, Uii>. woiilil \(‘ry 

l>l-'iin .Hid iMiy hiusc, iiiriilv inulli'l Ui 
Mill x\M (iK wberi i-, pcih.i|is 

ii'i'il III Ui( s.ini<j s('ii''< 'Uid iliii< till* 
u 'ills irii^liL 1)1' evpliiiic'il, .lilt(Mil liciiil 
Ill'll lOi'i, “ |''Miin till'tinipol myiiifhciit 
‘ I'I'l .ujiK'c (It ti^l^ ji I'. .0 i'r,ii\iiii ili.iil 


rot see mo any inoro, till tlut anlul 
“ luiiir orjudi'ninit, in mIiicIi 1 sljall.f^)- 
“ pi'dr in siioli {)ijiii]).ind [lowoiplKitliit' 
“ iii'indoijtol \ I'll .ill "litll h.iir i( a-('H to 
‘‘ di'-Imoi! hill] I'lirilially joiiifd in lliuso 
“ Ilc'i.'iiniiilr' wliii li von latdy riiliiikiiJ.’' 
The inliTjni I iti'.n, < oiilil tlif icrion h" 
I'l tjiloii, 1 aliiiuld \.i ih jiii't*’! to my 

oMii I. 



' Jcsits cstHinends fJte ithiralify of a 

SECT. CLIX. 


Cfirkt applauds the liberalihj of the. poor •wido-je whom he sau: 
tastirfg her two mites into the treasury. Mark XII. 41, io the 
end. Luke XXI. 1—4. 


'>JECT. 

CLIX. 


MARK XII, 41. 

Jesus, hatiofy made an end of his dis¬ 
course to the stribes and Pharisees, as he 
was going out of tlic temple, sat down at a little 
'^ 1/41 over-agai’nst that part ot it which was 

■V ' called the treasury,^ because there the chests for 
collecting the contributions of the people stood, 
/ and in the chambers over tliat cloyster the sa- 
- creil stores were kept; and he looked up, and be¬ 
held, with attentive observaiion, hoie the people 


Mihx XII. 41. 
AND JP!>iis«atuvei* 
against the tioa* 
sury [and be look¬ 
ed up,] aad belli Id 
hoiv the people cast 
money [awrf their 
gifts] into the tiea- 
sui s a d many that 
were rich cas 111 
much. [Ldxk XXI 
1 .] 


cast their money, [and'\ brought their offerings 
%X\d ^v<tc gifts, into the treasury,'ill. this public 
tlihe; and many rich inen cii.st in much ; there 
being still this remainder of national goothiess 
among them, though true religion was sunk to 
•so very low an ebb. 

42 And there came zmongthe rei>t acertatn poor 42 And there came 
widow, whose character and circumstances he 
well knew , and she cast in there tu 0 ol tlie un., | twn mites, 
'smallest pieces of brass coin then in use, called »iuch maki a far-, 
mites, which both taken together only make a 
farthing of the Homan money. 

v 43 And our Lord was so pleased with this gene- **^3 And he (’ailed 
rous action of hers, that Ac took particular no- J;;; ‘“J, 
ticc ot It, and even called his disciples to him, thcui, Veniv i sav- 
to'hear his remarks upon it; and as they stood ' you, T5»t 
about him, he savs to them. Look upon yonder 
woman, and observe the greatness of her piety whu,h ha%c cast mto 
an'd zeal; for assuredly I say unto you, That the ircasurj iia-*? 
this poor widow, however she may seem to 
men to have given but a very little inconsider¬ 
able matter, has appeared in the sight of God 
to have cast in move‘s than all they who have 
thrown such sumptuous gifts into the treasury: 

44And, in proportion to her circ umstances, 44 For all 
it is much more; for all these, who have pre- 


■ ne trrMirt/.] Thn treasury received buy wood for the altar, rail and ntliur 
the vol^mtary tontribulmas of the worship- neceisanes, lot provided for in any otli' \ 
pers who came up to the feasts; and the way. 
money thrown luto it was employed to 



Reflections on the kind acceptance ef the smallest charity,,' 30} 

did cast in of their sentcd such large sums, f in, comparative- sfic;c;; 

Sfclltgs' of'* God!] ^ >»«perfluity aird cU 5 «?. 

butsbcofhcr[penu- redundancy of possessions into the offerint(s 
ry] did cast in all Cod: but she in the midst of her poverty, and y^’*^^ 
h*r* n”tiKg straits to which she is exposed, has 

XXI. 4 ] cast in all the little stock of money that she had, ‘ 

[iSwm] all that she had by her for Iw'- livings 
' not knowing where she should get the next . < 

mite for lierself to furnish out the necessary 
supports for her humble and indigent life. 

I 

l.MPROVEMENT. 

OUR Lord Jesus Christ had his eye on those who were bring- Marti 
mg their gifts unto the sacred treasury. Let us remember, his 
eye U also upon us, to observe in what degree we are ready, on 
proper occasions, to contribute (or the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind; and in wliat proportion to the ability which 
God has oivcn us Let not the poorest be discouraged from, do -40 
ing somothing for these good purposes, however little they may 
have It in their power to perform; since Christ may acKnow- 
Icdge tlic noblest chanty ip the smallest gift, us wherever there 
a u'illing viind, it is aecepled according to what a man hath, 
and not according to what he'hath not. (2 Cor viii. 12 .) 

Let us imitate the candour of our blessed Redeemer, and be 43 
ready to be pleased with little semces. The circumstances of 
niankind are such, tliat few have it in their power to do great 
matters Irequently for the serMcc of others: but the desire of^ 
man is his /iind'nr<^s’, (Prov. xi\. 22 .) the principles and circuiu- 
Manccs of an action recomriK’iid it more than the appearance it 
may make; and a multiplicity of little, kind offices, in pQTi>on^ 
frequently convcr.sant with each other,-are the bands of society 
and friendship. We ought therefore to preserve an Iiabiiual 
'eml^rriess and generosity of mind, and be mutually willing to 
oblige, and to be obliged by them. 

conclude, let ns not dtfipise the poor, since there are Tna -44 
ny of them wbn will in Chrisl'a computation be found eminent¬ 
ly rich m good works; many whose mite will, in the treasury of 
God, have the value of a talent, and will condemn the sordid 
'‘par.snnqny with which many of the rich and great have last iheir 
presents into it; w'hile what the latter part with out oj their a- 
binidance, bearj no firoportion in the account of God to w'hat 
the former fieely spare from their necessity. Huppy is it for 
every truly pious and benevolent mind, that it is to give up its 
tlnal account to him win searches the heart, and w'ho is witness 
to those devout and cliaritable purposes which will always stretch 
th*-n).sc!ve< out beyond the limit of actions, and engage the cha-' 



i. The stately 'l^uildifigs, 

-■ /./ J ritablo soul-to wish more good, tlian tlie power and revenues 
even ol kingdoms could ettbct. 


(f tfte tmnplc being hinit 



a K C T. CLX. 


Our Lord forctels the approaching, dcslriietmi of Jerusaietn, 
and here iusiita on f he remoter iigns of its appioach. Mat. 
XXIV. 1 — 14. Mark XlII. 1—13. Luke XXI. .l—iy. 


M VT. XXIV. 1. 

SECT. wlien Jesus l)ad thus ronfouiided his 

CLx. adversaries, and had foretold the desolation 
tliat their aggravated sins would shortly bring 
XXIV. both on the city and tlie temple, (Mat. xxiii. 38, 
1 p. 354.) he left the place, and going out from 
thence, departed Jrom the temple, where be had 
been discoursing to tliem /-Ind as he was go¬ 
ing away, his disciples came to and took 

that occasion to s/u-u.' him the spleiKiiil buildings 
and magnificent d''cnrdiions of the tet^jlc. and 
same observing what a noble structme it was, 
and speaking hate it was adorned with beautiful 
stones, of a jirodigious si/c,'* and with costly 
gifts wbieb many persun.s, in aeconiplisliment 
of thoir vows lor tlelivoranrt’s reccMved, had 
jmng upon the walls and pillar^ of it, besides 
vvliat was l.iid up ni Us treasni les nneof ( /hcrii\ 
says unto him, Jl/aster, behold ichui vastly large, 
and curious stones, and what stately edtjicei 
\/iri'these.] 

uliidJesiis replying, said unto them, \Jsfor] 
these things ndiuh: i/e behold wit^^o much admi- 
r.uioii, do j/ou not see the splendour and uiagni- 


MU. X\[V t 
AND .lo'iis ft(111 
^ init, .'iridcit'pjl.ted 
from tlie t( rnplo .iiiij 
bis disi'ipli's ratnf‘ to 
him lor til slit vi liiiii 
tbo biiildiii'^s Ilf tlip 

tt’inple , f I i Ki, ami 
as Miinc ..p.ikf li.iu It 
wa.. adoi 110(1 uitli 
!Coodl\ stoiu-s .Hill 
(■lit"-', I (lino of _ /III m 
‘.iilb I'litii liiiit, IV1.i>- 
tcr, s<‘(> w h.it iiK‘iirii '1 
r>t slum s, and mIi.U 
biiildm^'. HU htu I 
|MMih XI11. 

XM 


'2 .And J( ‘ 
b«(*iiiijr,"] s.ilil null) 
tbi'in, [ 1 1 Kr, 1. /.I, 

tho-io thiiii^s wliiili 

JO behold,] \i 


* licault/alilo! (I of a piodii'io'is si/.c ] 
losophi)'- savs ttiat boino of tborn wen* 
furty-fne ciil-its tonif, live liiijli. and si\- 
Ino.id ■ (fb'L Jnd. f.b. \ ob}) j. (al vi.(>.) 
t; o.) So ■ Ills lai.s'’ .a id I'C.tiilifnl di«i iip- 
liMi of the wholij tuinploir, that cimptor, 
wbii'h IS orio of On, most entAri.vtnirii' 
Jiassa;^(‘s of such n kind 1 ovi-r |itet mih 
b Costly gi//r, &,c ] ifangin^ up siK h 
cs.*a.9>ifji'ila, or cun<!fnalid ^llts, was < oni- 
inon in most of the ancient temples.— 
'I'acitus speaks ol the iinnieii a upulLncr 
of the temple at .Icrusaleiii; (Hi-t-ir. Iil>, 
V. ^ 8 ) Ainonsist otlicis of its tre isuies, 
flicre a.isu ..mldcii table ^weii bv Poni- 
pei , ;||](| ( ,C' ‘I j'old‘'ll Allies, ofcffiui- 


Mle I.(IIUni.111 flip, as noil as iininens>- 
sisic , (for .lobcjilms tolls us, in tlie chap¬ 
ter Cited ab(>M‘, ^ V, that tli.ev bad < lu-- 
leis I'ivijOfAi,,!,'.;] (is tall .es » man,) ttliieli 
Some ha\c: tliuui;lit r« Isrnd to (bid’s le- 
prcsentiiiK the .fe\M.h nation iiiulei Hi 
cnndcin of a mihs, (-.i. \ 1 , 7 , I’sal 
I >\v S ; 1b/<r XV 2, f).—And Jose|>hns 

liki (MSI as-oils, (ibid ^ li )l}iat the luai- 

Ide of the temple uas so vrliitc, fh'it il 
appcniid to one at n di&tanci like s 
luonnlaiii oi siiuu ^ and tbu i'lldiii,'^ of -i 
M lal of its ex'.ernal paiTc, »bich be tin i> 
nientibns, miist, especialU vtuo the sun 
shone upon it, remlci it i inosl spIcMilid 
and btautilul .s')((.t.ii b' 





Jesus firelels its appHachirig deUructien. ' ^ . 3 ^% 

-y,, w' ' ' - ' * ‘ 

not all Ujese [great cenc6 of all these great and pompous buildings, sE<?rf 
buildings n Vmly I ^hjch are the pride of the Jewish nation, an(J 
the day] w 11 com*’ the woiuler of ail the rest of mankind^ 
m the which there notwithstanding all the present grandeur of this xxiv. 
, shall not beleftheie stately temple, verilu, I say unto you, That iha tj 

tiier, that shall not days Wilt quickly > come, m u/iun a victorious 
be ihioun down. 1 enemy shall profane its sanctity, and deface 
‘ heauty, insomuch that there shail not be left 

' ■ one sui^\e stone upon another here, that shall 

not be entirely demolished, ^ till no icmains of 
any part of it shall be preserved. 

) And as ho *at wlieii he was retired from the city, a« ^ 

upon the mount of he sat down upon the mount of Olives, which 
oii\es,[iocr- against over-ogainsl the temple, and cummancied 

!lilies'"! neterr the finest pros|)ect ol it from tlie east, the dis;’ 

Tamos, .iiid John, and dplcs, Peter, and James, and John, and dndrav^ 
Andiowl lainc nnto vvere favoured with a peculiar share of his 
intimacy and confidence, fuTTit* ?<) him privately, 
wlull ’ shall \\v\,c saying, Master, we entreat tliee that thou 
flung! be "' and what yvOuluCSt itll US whcfl the^e awful fhlHS,S shall 
ihy'coting*; and of happen? mU tvhal [shall be] the sign'’of thy 
fhoond of the world, second cowiing, when thou wilt execute thy 
[when all these things vengeance Oil these tliiue encmics . and of the 
end of the [^reseat age and dispensation,'' u'hen 


“■ There shuU not he left one ilone upon 
itniilhei iiere &o ] It sc< mod oxccedingly 
iinpuibablc, that this iliould happon in 
tliat a/e, considoiing the poaeo of Uio 
Jews With the Konians, and the strensjtli 
of Ih-'ir oiiadi I, which lorced Titus him- 
'olf to aoknowlodge tn.it it was the sin¬ 
gular hand of Uod whioh cunipolled thciu 
to loliiniuish fortifn atioiis wiluch no liu- 
iiian power could have cunqiiercd, (Jo- 
soph Uidl. Jud. lib vi cap. 9. (al. \ii. 
Ifi.) ^ 1. ^{Compare note**, on Luke mx. 
13, p. 2H8 )—Bishop Chandler justly ob- 
scMcs, that no impostor would ha\e fore- 
tiild an event so unlikely, and so dis- 
agiocable. Defence of Christiaiiitv, p 
47‘2, 473. 

•I The end rf the present ago.] So o-oyn- 
kua rn aiuvo; may well be rundeied. 
Cumpaio Mat, xu IjJ' Koin, \ii. li; 1 
<'or. X. llj I'pli. i. 2, 7, Uch vi 5; 
IS. 36, in all whicli places aiuv may be 
rendered ago.—Aichlnshop rUlotsoii, and 
many other excelloiit writois, woiil^ ic- 
l.tin onr iranslativii and nupposc hcrcaie 
1*0 distinct questions, Jl hat shoutdbe the 
yinn tf hii coming to punish the ungiatc- 
lul inhabitants of Jerusalem ’ and It ha 
the sign of hii final appcoiance to Iho uni- 
"orsal Jiidjjiiicnt ’ Ami that Cliiist an¬ 


swers the first question in the former, 
and the second in the latter pait of the 
chapter. thoirth wheie the transition is 
made, has been, among those that ein« 
hiaoe this miorpiet.itiijii, iiiaitoi of much 
debate.—Otiiers h(ivi supposed the apos¬ 
tles took it for gianted, that the woild 
wustob^at.in «.nd when Jeiusalorii w.is 
destioyed, and that L bust was not sulici- 
tons to iiiidoeciic tlnni, as tli>>ir onur 
might make thoui ik) much the inure 
watchful; and Ihoiefure answers in am- 
biguoUiS terms, which uiii;ht suit i ilhor 
of these eients.—Hut it seems much 
more natural to, coiitlude, that they c\- 
pected the wicked poiseciitorS of Christ, 
(in which niinibcr most of the iii.igit- 
tiates and piiesls wcic,) woubl by suuio 
signql judgment bo destroyi-d, and Unit 
berotipon he would iiecr a must illustri¬ 
ous kingdom, andpiobably a moio ma?- 
iiiHcoiit temple, whicii th. y might think 
desenbod in Ezekiel, an expectation 
winch they did nut entirely quit e\e,'i 
to the day of his ascensioi;. (See Acts ■ 
b.J t)ur Loid, w^iih perfect integrity and 
consuiiimate wisdom, gi\es them an ac¬ 
count of the prognosticating and Cuncu- 
mitant signs of Ihc destiuctum of Jeru¬ 
salem, and then, without s-aying ono 



Jffis disciples asking when these things 

all thi'se things shall be accontpliikedf to'aiake 
yjfifcjs. vpay tor the brighter glories ol that kingdom 
which thou wilt establish, when all thy suffer- 
XXIV, over, ami every thing which opposes 

3thy triumph subdued^ 

4 AndJesus answering tkeni^ began to sap, with 
' an air of soleiiinity agreeable to the importance 
of the iiubject on which he was goiivg to dis¬ 
course, as to the event concerning which you 
"now inquire, let me in the first place caution 
you, that you see {to it] in the most solicitous 
manner, that no man deceive you with false pre¬ 
tences to a ill vine revelation and commissioii. 
•‘'For many shall come m vnp.name, and with the 
title peculiar to me, saying. Jam the, Mes'^iiihg 
mid the time of deliveiance so long promiseil, 
and so long expected by the Jewish people*, is 
nejw coine^ when the .yoke is to be broken otl 
from their nee.k, and their enemies are to be 
subdued under thorn; and b^- these plausible 
pretences they shall deceive inanp; but do not 
yc therefore go after them; lor all thCif promises 
and hopes will be in vain, and sudden destruc¬ 
tion will overtake them aiul their followers. 

But'^i'henyc shall hear of wai's, and rumavrs 


skdU be. 


shall be fulfilled 
riWAiiK .Xlil. 3, 4 . 
Lokb XXI. 7 .} 


4 And Jc-us [au- 
sncrinji tlifni, bog’jii 
to •'ay,3 lievtl 

th.it no n»an drccivi; 
VOU. [IVliRK XIII. ') 
l.i.KcX-Xl. 8.—1 


;< For many.sliaU 
fomr III my nami-*, 
sa\ ing, I aiu Chii&t, 
[T.okf, and the timv 
di.i«’i41i near ] and 
iiliall (Ici’Oivi- many 
[luKR. so yt> nor 
thcietoreafli'i Uicin ) 
MaI’K XIII O I thK 
XM —rt J 


h fL 1 . 

vliun] j ('‘11.111 h< .11 
ol u.ars.a'idruiuiiui's 


\rord ('f any lKni[)iiral kingduin to Im 
cioctuil, raises then thoii^hlN Uithe liii.it 
jiidgnioiit, (to »tiiih the figures iiaftl m 
the toriiifi description might iiia'iy of 
thrill he litcially app'ied,) and sets bc- 
I'oic ilum an huairnly kiugdqiiii and 
eteiiMl lil'e, as the great ohiect oI ihni 
pursuit, Sl.'t \M. St, 4(i.—This 1 lake 
to ho the key to this whole discourse j 
the particular pdits ot Mhicli ha\c been 
adinuably iIUi‘li.iteil by many leaiucd 
(.oiiiincntatois, but tliciibole stupe and 
I'oniiection of it, so t.ir a.i I e.aii rtcol- 
leet, fully explained by riiiue. 

* .T/n»i;y iliull ti.Mc tn mi/ 11/111“, &C TSi ,0 
Uisepli l!eU .lud lib 11. e.vp. (al I'Jj 
t, I, ;■) -( hri‘li.'ii iiiilers Iwve alu.iys 

M illi great rcaton ri pri sentf d .losephu'. s 
Jlistiiiy of the Icwi.h IVar a^-. tbe best 
1 oiiiiTicntjry on this i h.iptirj and iiiauv 
li.ive iestly rctnirked il as a Hondcitul 
iiistanecol the taie of I’roMilenC'- forth ■ 
Christian OhulrCh, that ho, an tje-«it- 
ncss, and, in these things of so great 
credit, '■hoi'ld (csi'KOially in sii,‘h .auo't- 
trauidiuerj iiiaiiiioO be pio-ini'eil, to 
t'^ansiiiil to us a e dluctioii of important 
I'lCls, wtiifh -.0 esjctly illusirate this 
iiobli ptopliecy in aliiiO't every eireuin- 
stancc. (Compare Joseph. Dell. Jud. lib. 


Ill, cap 8, al 14.) But as il would sflcll 
my not 0 ‘ too tnueh to eutei inh) a p.ii- 
licular detail of those circunislaiici s, I 
must contf III inyselt with rtfiintij> t.i 
iJr. Whitby’s excellent notes 011 the 
xxivtli of Matthew, and to trehhisliop 
'rillotson’s large and accurate disuuiise 
on the same subject, in the si toiid \ o 
liune ot Ins I’osthtirnous Woiks .^el 
!«.5~187, p. :>47, 3f 1(11/. 

' The hiiei. leinej The wind syA • 
mav signify tither t\ic nppio»(h 01 11111,11' 
ol the tinie, and may «iih great jnnpiie- 
ly express the./iijf e/uom.’x of a smie to 
be sradiiiilly disci.‘si'd, inwhuliseiiso 
It is applied to Cliiisl's kingdom, as 
preached by himself and his apostles. 
Hunt " the time ol hi. peisonal mmistiy. 

-Sinh picteuded-\1< siiali-s did nideid 
aii‘e towaids the clo..e of the Jewisti 
stjt(\ (See I John iv. 1 , Acts v. Sd, r>7, 
and loseph Antiij lib. xx. cap. 8, (al. 
i., 7,) ^ 6, 10 )~The Rhemish Jesuits, , 1 , 
imu'h as they tnurnph in their infallible 
(fiiiiie t6 the interpretation of si riptiiie, 
ridiculously explain this as a prophecy 
ofI.iithcr and t’aliinj winch 1 mention 
ijnl\ as one iiislanee, among many inore, 
of then eoiileinpliblc ignorance, or wick • 
ed luevaricauon. 





He ?n€itti(mtheeatamUies that would forerun them. 3()l 




•i warsj flDKi, and’ qfwo^Sf amoiii; the Jews, anti seditions raised by sre r. 
ve™u*^uortrou^b\et^^ *" several places against the Itomans, see ctx. 
ILvicB.aarft^rnM:] that ^ou be not troubled [and] terrified, as tt’ the 
■tyr all [Luke, tiieae great event that I have nf>w foretold would im- 

“mediately hai,pen;>-fl// these things mustJirstQ ‘ 
i»m: die end in ni>t coftte to pass, aiid be the (rradual openings ot it; 
y yet. [Mark XIII. but the end of them, in the utter destruction of 
• X the Jewish state, k not i/ct: nay, aoine of you, 

niy disciples will have several important services 
to perform here after these alarms are begun; 
services which even by means of these alarms 
you may pursue with some peculiar advantages. 

T [I ijKE, Then said y\nd then he further added, and said to ihem,! 

lie until them, ■) X.i- |jg Q„]y gj. 

natiuii, and kingdom time: for in the neighbouring countries nation 
agjiint, kingdom shall rise Up against natim, and k ingdom against 
.ind tiiL-re shall lie /./jj Wo 7 ;j ; 15 aiid, partly as the consctiuence of 

iainines, ajid pcsti- , i* i *'i i *i i i 

iniccs, and [i.iiiL, these mvagcs and slaughters, and partly by the 
i;r(:ii I ••artiiqiiakfs 111 immediate hand of providence on sinful men 
dmrs plans, [jiid havc rejected the gospel, as also to c.xerCise 
and tfjiitii b ^dlts, the faitl) and charity oj its proiessors, there shall 
and gn at bimis shall scverc Jamincs, and mortal pestilences; and 
tiKTi' iin in.in hoi- shall also happen great and terrible earths 
1 —i.uKi. XXI. 10, (fuakes in various places, and troubles and anguish 
;i.l of mind in the apprehension of yet greater ca- 

laniities. Here at home there shall also be dread- 
Jul sights, and great signs from heaven, particii- 
Jarly a comet like a flaming sword waving over 
til iiiusc th. Jt^tusalem, and the appearance of contending 
IDi ;mniugsj of am - armies in the air.** But all these things 8 
iuwi. .Mahh xiii. mily the beginnings those .w/uo'and alarms 

iiAiikXiii <1 Hut ‘■^***^ destruction of Jerusalem. 

mk( iiLid to jour- ye Am/and be cautious 


B I on ska'! j.ic n]> aqasnst nahun, &C.J 
ti'iotins unis Ub & luiiionldi account of 
s. icial w.iib of the Jiwb jmonE; ilieiii 
bchcb, and ol the lioinans with the Syri¬ 
an-, Samantaiib, .uid other neighbouring 
nation:!, heiurt-Jvrubalcin vasdositrojed. 
—Thcie were aUo i'arthi|iukes at llui 
time in Apenica, I .lodieva and Cainjia- 
iiia. (see I'acit An., il. lib, mi, §4:), .>b, 
lib XIV. § 27, hb. \v^ ^ 22. Snetoii. Nero, 
(a)]. 18, (lulb. cap IS.)—The taniinc in 
till- days of Claudius i.s mentioned .tcis 
M as well as recorded m liistmy, 
^S.ictini Claud, cap. 18, and Luscli. Ilist. 
1 c,.l. I.b II, cap. 8,) and nuiiy pc- 
ris'uil liy it in Jndca Sec Joseph. Aa- 
ti<j lib c.ip, '3, 5 ti. 


^Dreadful sights, ai.d 'srirl signs fiim 
/icai'cn, &.C.] Ol these appoai.iuu-, see 
Josejib. Hell. Jiid lib. m laji j (al. vii. 
12,) ()3, and Tacit, Ilistoi lih \. § 18.— 
I eaiitiol here but add ,in e\ci Ih nt chscr- 
valiun ol Air. Wlnt le aiiiig to the .ni- 
thuis In whom thl^ pioplu'cy, wlii.ii n, 
cxpn'Ssed m terms so \ i ij plain ai <1 cir- 
ciiniBtantia), IS rei.ur.Ud , tli.it atthew 
:nul .Mark wen inc..iitesiiiilv dead befurt 
(lie CMiit as I like also {Mobablv iiiieitt 
lie, ,ind js tor Jobn, the only ci.ingclist 
who s'.iiMwd il, it IS remaikable that he 
s.ays noMiiiig of it, lest any ilnmhl s.iy 
till' prophtvy was lorged .iltci tin eient 
huppcin d —SteWest on the liciuiieetion 
of Christ, ji. iifl^. 



His disciples sHouldfirst be vioktifii/^perseeuted: 


SECT. hov<r} ou behave; and though you meet with the : foi [Luke, 
- 01 .x. severest persecutions, -be not discouraged from 
'^'■v^pcrsisting in thetnithjand iromcontinuingfaith- hands on jou, dud 
xmT*'?) regards to me ; for before all these perseciiu- you, and] 

things shall happen, thejj shall lay their violent [LukiI* 

handtfitimi you, a net persecute you whh the and to the syna- 

. est cruelly and rage; [ami] shall deliver souie of gogues, and into 
you up to the greater coimcils, [and] cite others 
of you ^0 appear before the inferior court.s in shall kill you | and 
the sj/nag<igues, and shall cast some of you into yf [siuii be luted of 
prisons, to be severely scourged, \and\ otherwise nations, nw siuii 

aljlictea by conlinement and a variety or hard- iprsnndkin^.siormv 
ships there aiid indeed they shall go so far as [naim’s foi a 
to Uil some of you, in a few years, and as lor ‘r''"'*"r"X 
the rest, ye shall generally hated, not only 9 ,*u'he xxi. i;? j 
bjf the Jews here at home, but by those abroad, 
and by all the Gentile nations to whom you go; 

[and] shall he brought before rulers and kings 
for my name's sake, awd fora testimony against 
them, that tiie gospel has been oH’ered to them 
in the most public manner, oven to the greatest 
of men, to wboin you iniglit otherwise have bad 
no access, (coinjiare Mat. x. 17, 16, § Ixxv.) 

shall also turn to you for a public and XXI n 

* honourable testimony of the innocence of > our 
ciiu.se, however it may be niisrepresenteo, and 
of the integrity and ujirightness of your con¬ 
duct. 


Mark 
Xrjt. 10 


Maek \Iir 10. 


And indeed, notwithstamling ibis early and 
violent‘opposition, yet before the destruction of fi”st b/p"hhti,ed 
the gospel must first he preached among mons all lution.. 
all the lieatlien natious, whicbare subjected to 
tlie llomaii empire, (see note “;) and there also 
you will be followed with the like assaults and 
11 peisccutions. But lohen they shall bring you fbij 

before governors and kings, and deliver you up ?ehleI‘'yIluCp, m-' 
to the oinceis ot justice, to be prosecuted as cri- tiu a m yom hearts, 
ininals in then most solemn courts, settle it at not to meditate be- 
siK-h time', in your hearts as a constant rule not t*o£ 

to draw up any tormal speech, nor to premedi^ no thought before- 
tale what ansvier or apology you shall make, band what ye ^hall 
[and] not anxiously soLedous b>iore-lia7id' 
what you shall speak in youi delence, to vindi- 


• f&dUtkhvi-i ifoii Hj) lo ihi‘ «)i/i7ri/j. Sec ] Paul hefoic Nero the I-’inperor, a-i »(11 
Alttild, BUS (',a(,lly .iff’oinplislud. tor before the Roman governors, G.illio, I't 
I'otcir ami Ji.hn wne railed hifori. ihe lix. and I'l'stus, 'Ai'is xMii. 1'.’, -sxn 
s.ittjiedriiii (tell i\ o, ri,) .lames and Pi - >y\.x\ui) 
tir befuie Ileiod, (Vets \u. j!, J,) and 



But th€ Spirit would help' them io Diake their defence, 


% 


,pcak; but whatoo- cate yourselves and your religion from the iin- sfci. 
ever shall be given j.,jjrhteous charges and aspciMons of your ene-, 

iiufipeak yc ; for it niics j oiit Whatsoever shall be given in xoyou^ and 
not ye that speak, be stroiigly suggested toyoiir minds in /Art/ 
iiiit the Holy (iiw t boldlv and resolutely ; y or tV 7?rt/* 

‘ ^ i/ou that speak, out the IloUj Spirit liunsolf, who 

A • shall assist and dictate to you. (Compare Mat. 

• . X. 19 , 20 , sect. Ixxv. and Lukexii. 11 , 12 , sect, 

Teht XXI 15. cxi.) /rt/'it IS really niy cause in which you 
lor 1« ill give you a are engaged ; aiul therefore, though you are’ 
loouih and ijrnoraut and unlearned men, and so may beap- 

s.iricii shall not be prchcnsivc you shall be conrounded in the pre> 
able t(j|,gaiii.s.iy, nor sence of persons who are in rank and education 
so much your superiors, yet depeml upon it, 
that / iciilgive^ou a mouth to plead, and wis¬ 
dom to answer whatever they alledge against 
)on, which all your afIxriMtnes shall not be able 
to contradict or withstand, but shall be even 
astoni.sJn*d at the freedom ainl propriety with 
which you shall express yourselves, according 
to the various occasions which arise. (Compare 
Acts IS. 13 , 14 .) 

Mai \X[\' 10 - .^nd mdTiy that have owned themselves my Aj.it. 
^11(1 till n •dull in.iiiv iolUmers shall then be offended, and give up all XXiv. 

they see the pro- 

ml sii hate unc fcssion ol It miist cost them so dear; and hav¬ 
ing proved apostates, they shall become perse- 
ciiLors too, H'ul shall betray one another, and 
hate one anothi as. being in their conscience'. 

■si eretly galled at the greater fidelity of their 


XIII I-' coin})anioi)s. .diid tins wretched icmjiei .shall ytaik 
iii.iii-1 shall to such a height, as to break through ail the^^^*^ '' 
ihor nature, insomuch tXvdX, one brother shall . 

.iruW hiidiun betray another, not 011I3 to imprisonineiit but to 


M A G If 
till.' 

'•>( tiay II 
ill atli, .11 
thf 

-h.ill I '•«' 

‘hen I'.ii 

bh.iil I ail I tli"in ill 
b(‘ pul It d.' itli. 


deuth . and thejather, on tlio one hand shall lie- 
tray [/i/aJ own son , and children on tlie otlier 
hand, shall rise up lus iviinesses against ] tkeir\ 
aged parents, and cause them to lx. put to death 
I iiKk, XXT ii'i without compassion or reiiior.se. .,/m/llicsc 
Ami VC shall be be jj^ciics, moiisiruiis US they may seem, shall pass 

mils and brethren, >>' Vour days, and before yonr eyi's ; nav, you 
and kin..foii and youi-sclves shall liavo a pdinfnl share in them . 
fiumK and ime of ujy apostUs aiul servants, shall be he- 

to bo jiiii til d.Miii trayed and persecuted even by parents, and 
brethren, and kindred, and those tliut prelend 
to he the most faithful and afFectioii.ileyivimf/A , 
and fs£uncj of you shall they cause to be slain hy 
Uie hand of juiblic and opj)ie.-. iye Molcncc. 


Liiki.’ 

XXI.li. 





The^ are exhorted to possess their souls m pafienco. 

vs J 4a A k^*1. M nl\ak1l 4 . n ^ I ba A «IA 1 . % 


SECT. And iiidijci] this temper shall so {jenercillv pre- 
CLX. vMil, that j/(' fihall be hated bij almost all i an Its and 
orders, us well us nuuoris of metif jor the sake 
XXI. '^'1/ name and gOsj>el,‘‘ though they can find 
nothing else to object to your character, or ac¬ 
cuse in your conduct; aiiJ they shall treat you 
as public eiieinic^, while yon are acting the 
' most’geiierou's and benevolent part. (Compare 
lg]Mai. X. 2J, si‘ct. I.wv.) But in the midst of all 
your suH'eniigs be courageous and cheerful, as 
knowing you are the cure of a peculiar and 
aio.st gracious IVovidcnce; so that, on the 
whole, you shall be safe, and notan hair of your 
head shall utierlv perish,^ .or fall to the ground 
19 unregarded. In jyour patience therefore pos~ 
sess tje your souts,'^ and be calm and serene, 


1 7 And ye ''ball be 
hated ctf all int'n for 
mv name's sake. 
[Mark XIII n—] 


18 But there shall 
not an hair of your 
head perish. 


19 In your patience 
possess your 

souls. 


Ye kill he hnleti h t nit men fur the 
taktt pf mi) >itt/,it' I 11‘A'i n t only the 
apost'es, ii.'t all Ilia piiinitiwClitistians 
wi.ro III III Iai in ic li lie I and p'T'e- 
Cu'.-hI li.Jii .ni\ oUicr rulij^ioiis sect uf 
mill, IS ‘iiijs. II 1tr.11 lulls to all hIiu nil' at 
all a< qn :ii ted nitli I'l'cli'.^instiLal liistuir. 
A lict, uh c'l ifii^lii sH‘111 uiiiiccuuiitahlii, 
uhuii ve ((iii'i(Ji.r lii>w iiiulU-nsivi* and 
Ix'iiCMtl .t liu’iL temp, r niid cuiidmt was, 
aiiil liow iiicndy n 11 A'.pec'L their t-ni'ts 
had on I Ik- 'l■'llllt> nt Jti v gui eiiiinciit 
nil Ui «!iii li they l yed Wc arc not to 
iiii.i.} lie, ^ l^ i Ills. St Real weakly in- 
itmiatC-., Ill hi'' lll-dmestud, tteiugll (.[e- 
gallt lliftlni^ ol llic Ijlc'jf .lesiis, j). ‘j!(,4 ) 
tlisii they had any picidiar aieision to 
tliei. line of Ciiiiiat. I'lic leaiiii'd Di 
Warhiiiloii has alicivn, beyond all Cnntia- 
di'Si >u lu till mairLcrly niiiiii< 1, that the 
tiiic reas'in nl tins oppnsitiuii was, that 
wild.'thi iliArieiit lagan religious,' like 
the coiih'delated lUnioiis liotiotirud by 
tliyirn, soci.ihly iigiced witli each other, 
the. i;>is,rcl t.in ;!it ( liiistians, not only 
like the .tows, to hear then lestiinuuy to 
the lalseliood '>t them all, but also with 
the iiiU'i leneiit /i tl to urge ihc ic- 
riiin lalioii ul llieiii, as a jiuint if ahsolute 
ii.iosstyr; ie(|ijii:iig ail muii, on tl\e 
ni.ist ticiiiendoMs ])f Dallies, io belii.vc 
in I'hlisl, a'ld III all things to Submit 
tli"'r,se|y'.s to hi> .iiitiiiaitj'• s*'*’ Di 
Waih-irloii’s nivi'ie I,c,>jtiuii of "ilnses, 
Vol. i. hook 11. ^ (), p, '2 iS— A do- 
liVtnd .yliicli,boit’ s 1 h ird Ch|)e( lally on 
ihA iDido .ind liei n'loiisness of tlici" 
pfiaic',, aiid the ai idai iiiteu-iir> of their 
prieds, that it i woikIu ili y i.iiscd 
•»<» yjileiil .1 ‘I n.'aiiist it, which, 
sons^l.TiDi. ''jf' I'-'*' a.T'l ''r'juil^c. s 


of the populace, it must be very easy to 
do 

' .Sot an hair of ymir head shall pet ish.] 
Our Lord bad foretold but jiislbcfori, 
(vcr. 16 .) that seycral ol them should be 
potto death, lie must theiefnri hoie in¬ 
tend tg .issiiie tliuni, that \yhcn they 
came on the whnlc to bdaui'c ih> u ac¬ 
counts, they should liinl they had not 
beun hiscis in .uiy the Irast lustamc; 
but that whatever d.imagc they had sus- 
tdiniKl, It shui'ld be amply made up, and 
they at h ngtii pl.iced iii a st itc of entire 
sociiritv This 13 plainly the import ut. 
this piovciliial cxpreh.sioii. See 1 Sam. 
siy 40 , 2 Sam \iv, 11,1 Kings i. .K : 
and Acts xwii. .'34 

"* /tl jfdur palietite posters ),e y itr spuL 1 
Though the woid *lna9ai ih.es ulti n .sig¬ 
nify luacquiri or pioiure, (.sec Mat x. 9 , 
Acts 1 18 , viii. 20, xxii, ‘28 ) yeti can¬ 
not suppose, with Rrcnnius, 'oat om Lord 
intends here elijclly tomtimale, thathg'ti- 
tude and compoaurc of spirit might hay e 
a teridoney to secure their Incs, as it 
would enable them calmly to deliberate 
iiii the seyeral ciroiunstances wlm h might 
•iiise. I y aiinot but think, that the sense 
winch Uieaeciirate and pious Ur WTiglit. 

.es ul this puss ice, m that exi.'cllent 
jueeo ol Christian J’bihisophy, his dis- 
OiiurirC on 8t If Possession, (p 4, 3 ) n 
inueh more natmal, 4 $ well us more 
noble, as it our Taird had said, “ Ry 
' keepiug thtt goiernmeiif of ygur own 
“ spirits ill these awful scenee, which 
“ will bear down so many others, you 
“ will secure the most val'iuhle self-eii- 

joyiiii 111 , as well as be able most pm- 
“ doiitly to guard ag.iinst the danger-. 
“ wiii-h yvill iiino’in l you.” 



The gospel shoul^ Jrsi he preached in all the world. 3C5 

the misters of \ ourselves, and above the agita- sect. 
' ' tion of any II tational ur disquieting passion. ' ei,x. 
itAT. XXIV. 11. For though \onr tlisconiaiioinent^ are great, 

ot. accoum, that as I (hint- ."j;: 
•■Iiail deceive truny. t;d ootore, Vff 5.) ma>iy Jalse prophefs .sfiallyi 
arise and s/'-all dicrivc many; wlueli .some will 
urge as a farther v xc'ise for suspecting and a- 
‘ 12 tndbpcauseini-busing \on; Jnd, though kcause iniquity \2 
qujt> shall abound, j jj., abound under such a variety of lorms, 
shad wax cold. lovc tj viitiuf professing ( hristians, who 

should by your proteciois and comforters, will 
grou'iofll, sfitb.ii they shall be afraid or asham¬ 
ed uj cntertiiin yon, and shall be ready t(i throw 
up the cause wiiicli yon .so zealou.sly defend: 

13 But he thut Vctsnilv noi under the burden; iu/rcmcinbor 
■iiAilend iii imt.itiie |j,.f aniUiatc \ou amid.st all your dif- 

he saved. [.Mark honlti'S, [hat hr it' n resolutely tndurcs all 
.Mil.—13 J these ex'iv unties, and perseveres to the end, 

shall finally be saved, and have his life given 
him as a prey. (Compare Mat. x. 22.) 

I ♦ Am] till- tro'-- .Ind know, for your farther encouragement, h 

pel of the kiiindniii yji their rase "shall not he able to destroy 

all Ti,e uoii.i, ioi a micrc.st 111 ivhich you are embarked, and to 
vvitiuss unto all na- whic'i \ou Sacrifice so much; for I assure you, 
tion.,, andihciishall tj,,,). gforioiis cospel of the hinsdom of liea- 
veil shall first be preached in nil the uarid, for a 
witness loall As .uost distant nationsand then 
shall the end of the Jewish state come,a.w\ God, 
having thus gathered for himself a people from 
among the Gentiles, shall destroy even this tem¬ 
ple Itself, in which they hiive trusted so much, 
and which they have foolishly looked upon as 
an inviolable pledge of his favour. 


’’ lh'\ tic^pet—^htill he pTEfiihed i'l nil 
the noiW, Set' 1 The aocoiriiili'hincnt of 
till's livtia udm.iiy jmipliPL'V jbadiiiii.ililv 
illubtratid by Ur. .Vitlmr Y(iiin<i on Idu- 
lalr},\ul II. p. 21ii—2.>4. Itappoais, 
fioni the most oredible rmnicls, ib.atllK! 
gospel was prcai'hid in Idiiiiu'n, Sviin, 
and jMesopntamij, 1 v Jiidc; ni l''8.\pt, 
MuiDioi'ica, ^tlauiilania, .uid olher parts 
ol tfrica by Mark, Simon, and .lade , III 
J.ibiopj.i, by Candace’s ciiiueh, and 
M.ii'lnaa; m I ontub, Oala’ia, and the 
tieiithboiuiiiK parts ot .V'.ia, by Peter, in 
till' tciiitouc.. of the seven Asiatic 


rluiyches, by .lohn; in F.srthi.i, by Mat- 
Ihevi, inScythi.a, l>> Philip <«iiil Andie.ir, 
111 the noilhorri and ni^trin paitiof tsia, 
by Bartholoiiicw, m Pcrsii, by SmiOn 
and Jink', in Media, ( .i.mania, and si- 
viMal ea.stern p.niv, li\ 'Ihnirias, tl.ronph 
the vast tract tiuin Jcinsaltin loimd 
about onto Illyncniii, bs' Paul, as .il-oin 
Italv, and prob.ahly iii .'vpaiii, Uaul, and 
Biit.iin ! in most of which pl.u'cs Chris¬ 
tian (lunches v ere planted m less than 
thiity \ran> after the death of (bust, 
Mhioii was before tlic dcstructipn of fc 
rusalcm. 



Rcflectlom on the si^ns of the destruGiion of Jerusalem^ 

* i/*. ft 


IMPRavrMLNT. 

srrT whole of this prophecy? most evidently shews us how 

' vain and dangerous it is to trust in external privileges, and to 
cry out, us these foolish and wretched Jews did, The iemple oj 
Mat the Lord, the toiiple oj the I^ord, the temple of the Ijord, arc 
\xiv. 'Lihese buddings; when of tliis stately iiiid magnificent structure,* 
within less than halfacentury after it was finished, 7io/ one sfont 
* was left on another imdcrnolislicd. 

So particular a prediction, when compared with the event, 
must surely confirm our faith in Christ, as the great Prophet 
which was to come into the world. And we shall see reason to 
admire the wisdom and goodness of Ifivine Providence in giv¬ 
ing usj almost by a miraculous preservation of the author, such 
a commentary on this prophecy as is delivered down to us m the 
works of Josephus, the Jewish historian, which throw a much 
stronger light upon it, than if they had been written by a Ciuis- 
tiaii on piirjiose to illustrate it. 

Luke Let us bless (^od, that our own eyes have not seen such de- 
solutions and ruins, such commotions in the natural and moi.il 
world, siuli dissejisions in civil life, such persenitums and ha- 
xiii. amongst the nearest relatives, under the pretence of ]no- 

12 , 1 jpagating religion; which, however ptopagated, is nothing with¬ 
out that love which is so often made the first victim to it. 

Mat. Vet too plainly do wc sec, in one form or another, iniquity 
wiv. abounding, and the love of many wu t ing eJd. Let us tndeavour 
to revive on our own hearts a deep and lasting impression of 
Divine things; and reniomber, whenever W'c are tempted to kt 
l.'lgo our integrity, that it is he alone u'ho endures to the end that 
shotl he saved 

lAiko Whatever our trials arc, let ns cheerfully confide m the pro- 
tcction of Divine Providence; nor let ns despair of those eon- 
tinned influences of the blessed Spirit whieii may anii/wile us to 
the most difficult services, and support us mulcr the most paiti- 
P^ful siiflerings. Let. us therefore in patience possess onr own' 
souls, and maintain that comp()'<ure and steadiness of spirit, as 
those that know how nmeh more valuable it is, than any em- 
joyment which can be takoii away, or any temporal interest 
which can lie brought into r|iic'st'nii. 



Jesus fleddtes {he mater signs of this dedruction. ■ 367 


SECT. CLXl. 


Var Ijord proueds to describe the nearer prpp'nostications of ihe 
‘ dexiruction of Jerusalem, and the extremt seven; t/ oj those ca¬ 
lamities 'lihich diould then fall on the Jai'ish nation. Mat. 

XXIV, 13 — 28 . Maik Xlll. 11 — 23 . Luke XXL 20 — 21 . 

,.«rxvr90 LUKi- XXL 20. 

j^Ni.>n-hen\eshrill QuK Lord navins* prorceded thus far in his 
e Jeius.iitm tliscoursf, aildt'd .some inoiv imii'aliaU’feigns, 

by tbo luar approac!. nf th^s terrible*7;;;;;:^ 

i.ati«nof fiosoi.itioii destruciioi) might be tletermuuM. ond saitljx.u 20 
spokfi) 111 by Datin-l frhen tjon shall see Jerusalem emowpa.ssed on 
‘‘'’‘‘' V liomaii ar, the 

oiisht notj [lu ihi- nboniiruilion of dcioLition spoLn />/ bj/ Daniel 
boly pl.ii.-, fhe prophet, (Dan. i.\. 2 T.) sijniltni> u'/iere it 

JI'iji'toTr.; "“S »< «« e; that 

ibat iiif (b■.f.utioti iSj 'vhen the stautldnls ul H;-ir deselti’itig ie- 
»iitt.*t.ti-,nigii.[MAr oions, Oil vvliicli tlicv Ijcar till'(K ’mages, 

iu K their idols, are planted on liolv giouii.!;'* then 
know, that the desolation therctj just approach- 
tnp. And by the way, now I iikmiIioii ’liat re¬ 
markable prophet}’, lit every one that luid^ it 
pause seriously u))on it, that he may uinlci.stand 
Us meaning; for it contains one of the must 
eminent prediotinns which can any where be 
tumid, ol the lime, purposes, an:! conse'inenee.s 
of my appearing; and the wiioJe eoiilexf is of 
21 Thoii ici ihpui impoiliiiice.'' X'mv 1 sa}, when you see21 
ni.nh .irf ui iiidt'a ihis Signal, the/i let them that are in Judea flee, 
a> fast as iliey can, from the furtilied citit's and 


,\MV 
Mil. 11. 


’ ['l.'iiitcti oil holy Cioiiinl 1 Not (ihIv 
’ trie aail llto monnt.iiii on wlmli 

It sltjOll [ff till'U lllllo I’lU ul Jt I HmU 111, 
ami '.I'Kial .urlunssof |.iii.| loiiiKlai) i<t 
)t, will' n.(iiiinii'tl lnpl\. ^St‘" noli : on 
M'lt u "i, Vol. I p I'S 1 . Iti*. ii‘iiu>tk' 
abb'. Out In On''ipci'i.il |>iotitb iii o <<1 
Cod, iifiii IhcUoiii.iiisiiiiilci Ci'stiii!)' .il- 
lu. made till'll (iistodi.nii c lottaid'. Ji* 
rusalcm, thev siidtltii'v iuUkJh'^' .istani, 
III a most urii'\pcet< d, anil nnb'Cil iii<]ki- 
liiie manner, .it wbo h Jn'.i'plii^ tistiiiis 
It'S surprise, suite il'i dty in ,i;lil tiien 
bate been easily taken. 1U this nn,ms 
they i;.iveasit were a sijjiial to ilic Clni',- 
ti.iiis to retiit', nhicli, in I'U.ntl to this 
udin>.iiiUcMii tlii’y ■ink to Villa, .iiid 
otlk'is m tnoonl Lib.iims,aiidth('itliv pre- 
sen ed then lu es. Si'Cjos Bell.Jnd III) 
ii eaji 1*1, |al,'i-t 1 y'7. and F.iiseh Hist. 
TitIi's lib. Ill, i .ip 5 —Ottlie nlol.itioiis 
sland.iids in the Rimiiui arniifs, si-e Cu. 
’.II'' > t-Melli ni iii.ti oil Mil wu 1 • 


'>The wholeeontestIs or'.i'.Ltitiii,o,t- 
.inco I II un> w >nd' r Ilia* so iiii|iiiii.iiit 
apinpluey is not mint liuiiniiUv iu> 

Slvteil lip,jh III tht' New 'I I SI mil lit, ( 
th nk ue in.i\ iiiiili .insttti o ,.t n Mri> 
notpiopir lor Ihe .ip silt, to iii„i' it; 
as th,’I'l.ii i i;oiiiiiiiii< I nil III uidti mu¬ 
ll ii nmol 111 ” si'll nil i.fik w.is i IIire 
t'oiilroteisv iiiil III lh( II w.iv, iilid n 'I I'.l* 
p.ihle of hi’lil!> toll, ili.iiiil up* Oiepo- 
]iiil,i<'e, with uliiiin On \ tit le < lin Its enii- 
ii'iii'd; and as seni.iioMhi ciiiiisie- 
ii irt'd to ID ltll.nl not On l: i'(>rii)di le .\e. 
ronipl shmrnt, till sonic vi irs ,;itci must 
of till'll iiiiliiijis wcii piihll'hcd I’.nl 
tli.it the period Is loon since iLipstdis 
(irtain, howiMr it innthi bereikonid; 
.19 Hi tiiillork h.is t'\cclleiitlv sheiMi 
Sec Ills \ iridii'.iiK.n, liook ii. ch.ip by 
0 , p ‘2in 21S and I>i S\kes ol t liOi- 
iianOv, ch.ii). ss i. p. 



' (2I&S Jh' warns his disciples to flee fro^ the danger. 

,5ECT. populous towns, (o the and the wil- il<*<‘totlicfnoiinta«a 4 

euxi. derncss, where ihcv will be secure; e^c- 
‘ ‘ 'nally let Ihem that are in the midst oj if, where dcpjrt ont, and Jet 
Jerusalem stands, depart immediately out of it, out tbi m that me in 

>l\ 1 21 ’ r ... - *1..... 


tlie C(Hmtrie‘>, enter 


before their retieat is cut off by the union ot 
the enemies’ forces near that centre; and let xxiv. le iiiRs 
^ not them that are in the adjacent countries, by XiiJ.—li.j 
any means attempt to enter into it, as a place 
of safety; for all its strenfith, and all its sanctity, 

Mark will not secure its inhabitants, let everyone Mark Xill 15. 
therefore retreat as last as possible, and Id not ^ 

him that is takin}» the air on the battlements at dovn mto the house, 
the top of the house, i^o doxen into the house, nor neitheicnurtiieiuia, 
enter into If, to tal-e"aicai/am/ tiling, tbou|>li 
ever so precious, out oj his home but let him ^mat. xxiv. n ] 
go down by the outer-stairs, as the shortest way, 
lest he should linger to his own destruction. 

\GAnd Id not him that is at woik in the field, and i6 And irt inm 
hath laid aside Ins upper garment as in incum- 
hraiice,^o back, so much as a few steps, to take his f^rto inkcnphis -.ir- 
clothcs,^ lest the enemy shtuild surprise liirn be- IMat. XM\ 
fore he can.recovcr them (Compare Luke xvii. I 
31, p. 135.) In a word, let every one flee for 
his life, and reckon himself sufficiently iiappy theso'b^tii!' 
if he can escape with it, though m tlie inn-,t na- xr-iut-aii.e, tiiJt all 
ked and destitute cireumsiatues. joy these are ‘huiL'-nhn h.irf Hrt- 
daijs (f most terrible vengeance, to wliieli most tnliiiicd 

of tlie ibreatenings of the piopliet;., even from 
tlie days of Moses, do iiliimalely refer, and 
they shall be so full of distress and miser}, that 
all the most <ireadful things lohith are xerilfcn ^ 
in them mai/ then be said to be compl.-tely ii„t n^to tiliu tkit 

fulfdltd.'^ ■iio witlj^<'hil.l, .ind 

But more esjieciall} there will he aw and ter- 
ror to them (hat arc uitli diild. and to them that I'g 

gite suck in those daijs; as tlien iiieumliraiu'cs i.uncXAt t].—] 


T.iikp 
\M. 23 


Msirk 


I" flo Ihirli fn tale hti rlolhf^ ] 'I lit >.f' .no 
.'I'l virunii ('\piA"-ioiis .IS oniMnri ini.i^'iui- 
t'l uiffp The vpecdiost retioat. It i-' in- 
doi'il able, Unit tli)-. vhotc d ituise 
aliinnitl'i mill Jim ly figures uf m t- 
tory, and it. ht-ighlrncd with the ii ilili st 
hcaiitjc^ cl doc nptinu. Were it n'-cc^ 
s.iiy to piodnce aiithoiilicR, tn prue 
that hiishandmeii Lid aMde tin ii uje er- 
Ciirm''nt nhcii at noik, thee i hr 
fiiniid in 1 i-.iicr Ob^er^ \ ol 1. p I! 
ill' )b"it*.'(i' ' ;.ir!)‘’d eiitie h.i'- iinpaiit'd 
ficbcuhtv I'i li.i text, by nitorpr'liiij it.is 
i ' 'll♦lCIl ■»< t lo A'J fiotue tc 1( it h Ill'll 
'll ’ 'I rn ,11 I'liplies fid i , ' tliiet Uv 


mlhoiit £(»;?;: !< i, > (.is nr speak in the 
I’liiintry) so m'ich <t n 'and^ ien^lh lo tase 
till in up, iitid s< it ijoes on the foniiei 

■1 May then be said lo be completely 
fii/ldhd J Mnciig n any ndintrabte things 
to be tniiiid in that great original, Dr 
Jarki. m s ( It diliilitv of the (Jcriptiires, 
I c.'inn )*' bill icekiin that part of ii, in 
uhii Ii Ik ibeiii hoK Lxcietly the pmphe- 
(Its ot Muse' ueio ai c'omplished in tba 
sliuKbter .I'ld di'-pt iMon id the lews iii» 
and (jiii(-KI> uficr llis filial war with tlie 
)' ornai)'-. .see tie' passjcre'' ociotcd Itelow, 

I'l iio'c p. ' 7 " 



iStnM t^^lati^ivould be in those days. 



wUl % peculiarly great, and they that are sacr.^ 

' tbeni will be driven in a wild consternation to 
, consult their own safety, to the neglect of those 

iVbotn etymon humajuty might teach them to 
gua/d and assist. 

13 And pray y« therefore pray that up additional cif- 

ctii^ances bf difficulty may attend yon; as, 

(neith.-r on the sab- w inswuce, that this your preripitate flight 
batb-ejay.] [Mat. mav Hot be in Winter^ when tlie roads are bad, 

XXIV. 20 .j 0 fjfl 

Sabbath-day; for a short jouni'cy may' mit be 
sufficient, and the ‘regard which mo.sr of the 
Christians in these parts wilt have for that <iay, 
may make them scrnpulons of violating arrest 
they think.AO sac,red, by a longer march, even 
in a case of so much e.xtrcmity. 

is> For in these Aiid A cascof extremity it wilUndecd bejyiit* 19 

shall great 1'tn* , * .sccne of great tri- 

hiiiationearf [liikei biildtion iUstress^ in J he land of Judea, 
distrpss in the land’ and of drebdlul wvath from heaven upon all this 
ami wrath upon this p^opl^ the like hos iwt been kuown be- , 

un\ u .n> tiR- b.^r,n- fore, cuth^-We or el^evvllere, even Jrojn the 
om^ ot the beginning^-^le Creation wkkh God has wade 

winch ijod floated, ihi\ 'liAie; hor eter shall the like be heard 
mil <\or shall be j more;* as no people ever nave been, or 

sxii 21. LiiLc over shall be, guilty of so aggravated a crime, 

^ Iri K XM uj inexcusable a series of iinpenitcnco aiKl 

Ami ihrN^iuii fall inidelity. j4nd therefore they shall Jail by the t.uIcc 
1m- the ulse' of thi' edge of the sword in nniltitudes, bot!i within and *»'• . 

t.woi(i, aid shall h« rt'ilhout tlio City; and the consequence of all 
all *1*® miserable remnant w.iicb sur- 

uiv.ih-iiishaiiijetrud. vives iJic general carnage, sHtillbt carriedii\\ay 
cap//vc J«/o the most distant yituions of the 
world,^ and continue fiijr .many ages under groat 
. infamy, calamity, and oppri'sSion. in tlio 

mean f^me, Jerusalem itself shall be trampled 


* .'•'vi'A ur ihf hke hr*ml htrn,'—nor ever tlm Unman‘',lH'tby thr vi’t (;rratei crucl- 
'■inlUw\ , rhi.'i .fo>ic)jJiiisc.vprC'‘iih risverts Iccii of (hl^r^diUoiis .ind KOdlots within 
to haveiweiithf fact; nod whodx'erreads tb«: citTi,‘ikif,roaUv actfi1 flv part, of so 
111 " aticAlunt'ur even that jnd.cious ab- in'inVrq^^^itv'ii('iiilsiatlicrtbaitufmc]i. 
St I a-'t hntL yebich Lns«b us ha'< giv«i> f fi) I bif iht edge of Hit saiord, 

u-, ij>. cap. 5, 6.) will emt ihcdl be coi r'led cupUye, &c.] .It Ap- 

«i( a $1^ illH'ttirittion of nil tb'S; and, poau fmtn Ju-ephus that eleven hiimlr^ 

< inniukt'and detcstablu fiB the.lcti>iKbna- tbonRand acii'i were dcsCi'^Ad in tbia 
li'id nowsias, mil h.-trdl,v bo abl» tn/for- nitAr, amf 'i<‘ar.-in hundred th’i^and t.aken 
bfj.1 woopiAit oirr thoHO dQfiiplit'atotl-nii- priaoncis, aiHl(aucor>liiii; to iknit x\vi‘,i, 
'•t'riv'>bruiiiiht upontltcflt-tiy pla(riies« tiavjes at ’’ilrst priCAf. 

fatnina and tires, occp^ioiAit] by fn^ee dorepb. Bel, JuiJ. lib. vi. cap. 9. (al. 

and l)v the carnage made, not only by vil. I*.) J 3. * 
k VOL. II SB'. 



' But the dftijs should be shorUrKdfor^e^ete'Msake. 


s'fict. down and kept in pq^ession by GentileSj^ 
till the times a|)pomted IW thesxe triumphs an,J 
^"’•‘v^iiisidu oj ihe Gentiles be fulfilled^ and the 
Cy'i*'oi^»y come when God shall remember‘Ids ancient 
people in niercy.'* 

Wfark And (luring the wars which are to briog,;.on 
aothis said qataitrophe, except ihe Lord had shtne. 
, tened those days, no Josh could be saved; the 
whole nation would be utterly exterminated 
, . from the earth, and the name of Israel no longer 
be had in remembrance butfor ih^ elect's sake, 


den donr^qf tbe Gt ii* 
tiles, unth tbe tiinc'^ 
of (lie Gentiles bj: ful¬ 
filled. 


. Marx Xlll. CC 
^ild except that the 
Lord bad shortened 
th>]se days, oo tiesh 
sbnuld be saved but 
for the' elect’s sake, 


1! Ji Iusdvn, dial! he trampled doun hy the 
ilmtiUt.] Tfatiic land was sold, and no 
Jew was nlhined ti inhabit there, (a ri- 
i,'Oiir never used, that ] know of, towards 
<iuv other pci^plc Conquered by the Ko- 
luuiis ) nay, tle-v m'ghl not luruc with¬ 
in sight of Jerusalem, or ratbu' ofKlia, 
the name giveii to tlii> /.eiea/y, wliioh was 
built Without the (ircuit of the former, 
whi'n the founditioiis of tli<' old were 
ploughed lip. ,l lirMthen tcini'le Was af 
terwards built whtre that of God had 
stood; and a I'urkidi inosiiuc (nilluics it 
to this d:ij so icinji’k.ibly was the baud 
of God upon them And it is well known, 
by the trstimoiiy of a hdathen writer, (wlio 
rtd>uulously aseribcs it to the fatal relis- 
lanei' in the element,) that Julian’s im¬ 
pious a! tern jit to rebuild their temple, 
and setile them in Jerusalem again, in 
pnifessed contempt of this prophecy, 
was stiicral times miraeuloiisty defeated 
by the empfion of balls of lire, which 
consiiinid the woiKmcn. See Auuniaii. 
Marcel, lib, win. cap. 1. p. 286. i 
, ** Till the lines of the Gentiles he ful/ttled.] 

It is tnuih easier bi vindicate the autho. 
ritv of the words'xnfsi’iSviuv fipm the 
objection of l)i, Mill, {Proleff' p. I'J-'I.) 
ebteOy fotiiulr'd on tlieirbeiugoinittedin 
the Cainbi idge Manu<>crrpt, than tci deter¬ 
mine the sigoillcutinn of ihem I cannot 
suj'pose, with Messrs Le Clare and L’£n- 
l.uit, that by the aecumptigbment of the 
tiinis of the Gentiles wearolwupdefstaijd 
Uic time when Co,istaurin(^^i^1^.oqd to 
the Gentile idolatry in Jejm^^il|»''and 
established UiG Chiislian 
(Eusob. Vit. Const, lib. iji cap'.'aB.) It' 
gaerps reasonable to suppose that iierc, 
as,in must ofher places, the Gentiles aje 
Opposed*^ the Jews; qnd,consequently, 
-that gif the jjf nod between,the destruc- 
tiumbf Jerusalem and the rcstOfattbn of 
the Jews to their own land, no expressly' 
foretold- m scripture, if hcipe intended, 


(See Isa xxvii. 12, 15; Ezek. xi. IT; 
XX. 40, 4'2, xsxiv. 13; xxxvj. 24, 28; 
Xxxiii. 21—28; XXXIX. 28, 29; Hos. Ui, 
5, Amos lx 14, 1^; and Zi'ch xn 10, 
11.) With this indeed IS connected the 
bunging in, what .St Paul calN, the ful~ 
7i('inf the <-entiles: RjUI. xi. 23,26. But 
unless It could be proved, (which I do 
nut recollect) that the inhahitants of Pa¬ 
lestine shall then peaceably surrtiidcr it 
to thb returning Jews, u seems mostna- 
tnjp^toi Suppose Ihe lime if the t'l'niiles 
itK^'^Jtnilius the time when they shall 
be;iPinr«f and punished; which is the scust 
in'which tins lory i>hrase, and oiheis 
nearly parallel to it, frequently occur in 
the Old Testanient, as Brennius justly 
obsenei. Compare F./ek. \\x 5; as 
also Jer. xxvii. 7; 1. 27, Erch. xxi, 2.'i, 
2<>; xxii. 3,4 ) And, if this be the sense 
of it, it seem/an intimation that the 
Turks, or some other aiiti-chrixtian poiv- 
er, may continue possessed of the holj 
land till the restoration of the Jews; fur 
one can iianily suppose their w.i\ into it 
should then be opened by the cuiiqucst of 
a Christian nation. 

^ itxcepi the Lout had shoik'ird tluue 
dinjs, no flesh mild he saved, &c.J Such 
wcie thequHrrets that prevailed oquuig 
the Jews, that numbers of them were de- 
stinv«d by one another; and the whole 
Country was become a scene of such di - 
sulatHm and blixfllsbcd, that not only 
those who were shut up in Jc ru^alem, but 
tlK‘ xhole Jewish nation, would h.aie suf¬ 
fered rniiob more by the longA-r.pontinu- 
once of the siego, con^dfrnig miu-ii 
the same spirit prev!^Ui|i| gOiiunglhcm in 
Othkr pUecs.—Mr. ReUMn^ihhfe Life ot 
('hriRl^pi .509, unders4andg'lf*e 
shorleneilf'M the eieeVs sake,' di'Oie pic- 
bur'Rtion nf the Christians atl^dla, who-c 
safety be supposes to have d pruded on 
“the shortening of the siege, and whom be 
takes to be the elect intended here 



PVeteiided M^'ah tcditld attempt to decevca them: 371 


whom he ha|farhosen, 
J[ those dayl shall be 
sliorlentxl. ] [Mat. 
wiv. ‘22 ] 


■21 And then if any 
iii.iii shall say to you, 
1 . 0 , here Chiist; nr 
lo, he IS there; bo- 
Aim not. [Mat. 
wiv 2.'3 ] 


22 Tor false Christs, 
.Old tail propriers 
'li.ill rise, and eliall 
sliett' [ifie.U] siiriis 
and voinlers, [inso- 
iii>i(hthat, li iV iiere 
po'iiljli', they shall 
ilci live the very e- 
Irt.j [.Mat. SMS. 
2V I 


'uihom he has graciously chosen to be at length skct, 
partakers of the blessings of his gospel, God will ci-xi. 
so order it in his providence, tliat those da^s 
shall be shortened; for he bath still purposes of^^jj* 20 
love toward the seed of Abraham, which shall at 
length take place; (Rom. xi* 26.) and, in the * 
mean time, he wilt make their continuing a dis¬ 
tinct people, a means of confirming the faith of 
Christians in succeeding ages.** 

As these then are the counsels of the ^vine 2 l 
wisdom concerning this people, do not expect, 
that when calamities begin to threaten them, 
any miraculous deliverer should be raised up for 
them : and if any one shall then say tinto ym^ 
Behold^ the Messiah [is] here, or behold, [he is] 
there, do not believe [if,] or shew the least re¬ 
gard to any such report. (Compare Luke xvii. 

23, p. 184) For as this unhappy people, who 22 
are now so obstinately rejecting me, will to the 
last support .themselves with vain hopes of that 
kind, ready eagerly to hearken to every 

hold false Messiahs and false propheta 

shall arise, 'dnd shall pretend to shew great si^ii< 
and prodigies,^ managed with so much art, av 
might, ij [it K'erel possible, he sufficient to de¬ 
ceive even the very elect, and to pervert my sin- 


Dr Wlnlbvf'n Markxiii.^O.—Ofthi'spp- 
I'l.ii proudeiu'c by nhidi the biege w.is 
'■iKJiRiied, seedrotiuk (Hi Mat. xxiv. '22. 

I'hi-ir contiiiiui'g a distniet people, a 
DK'aiis of ronlMimng the faith of Chrixti- 
11 . 1 , !k(- J 'rill-* 1 lu\e shewn at large in 
IIIy ii n sei minis, Sur, x. p. ‘2“7, '2T9 j and 
tl’f re.idei may see the remark farther 
jIIii, li.iied bv Mr. Addison, .Spi-etat. 
\ ol VII \o. 49.‘i, .and in Bishop Miu'- 
m’fs I'nui niscourHPS, p. 8—10 

‘ /'li/jc piop/ift-, shall arne, iiwi shew 
peat sif>n\ and prodigies,} This is not a 
mere rf|ietitii.ii of what was said before, 
Mat. \xn. ). (p. but idates to lliO'e 
impost<ir° who appdarixlrdurinft the tinej 
of tbo siege; of wli.di see Joseph. Bell 
Jiid VI. cap, '5. (i'll vii. 11, ^ e,] and 
l.ii'id). [list. Kcd^. hb. IV. cap. 6 Sec 
al>o arotym on Afat xxtv. fia.—.As fm 
the objeeCon whi<b ib nri«l from this 
tei.t, agiiin'.t ndiiiitliiig miracles as n 
pioiifof doctniifk, I would bi'ietransiinit- 
Iv observe iwo thing''‘ (1.) Tb.it it yau* 
iivt ei-rtaiiily bepioVrd, tliiit the works 
bi'n'refeiied to weii' true tniiacles; they 
wi'n'iit be liKo the Ij log p'jvcis, bijiii'., 


and w'onders mentioned 2 Thess, n, 9- 
Or, ('2.) That if wc should lor argument's 
sake Kiaiit them to be real miracles, i < r 
they an supposed to be wrouicht it a time 
when there were in Ibe (Jhristi.iii chureU 
h'aehers subsisting with supen u luua- 
culous powers. ' But it ean iitoei be in¬ 
ferred fr.jiii siicli a sup])usition in that 
case, thi^t tied will sut'er miracles to be 
Wrought in proof ot tal'elioud, when tlune 
are none of Ills son .iiits to perform gi i at- 
er miracles on the sulc of tiuth AVid 
when such superim mtniclcs on tlie side 
ot truth do cMst, the opposite niiradc> 
atinostcan onlv piuie, ili.itsumL iiimsi- 
beings ot ereai power, who .ue the 
abfsttoFS^f'falsebood, aic stiongly eu- 
g.ag«J l^frsnpp 'it the ointraiy doctrine; 
the Ciimadei.xiion ot which must exeitr' 
nil wise and I'opd nv'ii torecciiea truth 
so opposed •Mtligicater readme *, and to 
emle.iMi'ii to iHouiote it' witli "leatei 
/eal; . 1 ' fhev iimv be‘.ire, tbcctcillence 
•md importance ol it ic jnopnrticmable to 
the solicitude of these uialigiMiit '.pins 
to ^rev' nt ds proijrejs. 



But take ye 


But should not go aflei^^ or regard ihenC 

.stet, cere followers and disciples dicmsel^; ihottgh 
ctw. indeed their hearts shall be so cstablistted by dj- 
jiSirk* gtaciJ as finally to be secured from the 

9 ad$r>gcr. Btif be ye cautiously upt^vour ffuard i.’3 Bi 
against so dangeroos an imposition; Tor behold 1 *J‘'*‘°*‘*’ * 
have expressly/<?rfto/a ytm all >" things. [Mat xxiv. 

that on coinparmg the event with tlie prediction, ’^^0 
your faith may be establishetl by those very 
circiinistanccs which in another view might have 
■jfat. a tendency to shake it. 7'htrefore if they shall 
SgtiT. 26say unto you^ Beholdf we have found the ex- Ihai7tIiTu,io you^ 
peeled Messiah, and he t\<i now .gathering his Behold, he is in the 
forces about him in the tdlderness for the de- d'seit. gonotfoith: 
liverairee of Im people, do not gof^k to join Ji! 

yourselves to his tollowers; [or] if they shall iie%c a/not. 
say. Behold, he is in the secret etpartmenfs of 
some particular friemi, where he is waiting to 
give satisfaction to those that desire it, du not 
believe [T/,] nor give yourselves the trouble so 
27 much as to inquire into the affair, ./or you 2" Forasthcll^dit- 
know there i*;, and can be, no other Messiah but T*' 

me; and when 1 appear, it will aiUdden, even unto the 
amazing, aud irresistible manner; and as Me soshaiiaisoihecum- 
, lightning bteaksfoi'th from the east, and shines of ih« son of man 

in a monieTit even to the west pact of the hori¬ 
zon, so sudden and cohspicuous also shall the 
coming of the Son of man be, both in his ap¬ 
pearance to the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
to the final judgment. (Compare Luke xfrii. 

2S24', p. is-i.) Aud very extensive also will the 28 For ^hpresoeici 
desolation bo;/<ir, as J formerly told you, (Luke 
xvii. 37, p. 18f),) wheresoever the dead carchsc thered U)g"tii. 
is, there will the eagles naturally he gathered to¬ 
gether ; and wherever tlie obstinate enemies of 
my kingdom are, tHey .shall be sought out and 
flestroycd; and here in particular I will send 
the Human eagles against them, who shall con- 
.suinc and devour them as a helpless prey*, not 
only at Jerusalem, but OFCr the faee of the - 
whole country; and afi^^^ds in some more 
, tli.stant regions, where t^^^^atffst Humber of , r J 
Jdrvs'are settled,”' * ‘ 'K. > 


>" In some more dislant rrgisms. See ] 
’Hicro mav perhaps bean obli<)iie uttitna- 
lloninthis passa^**, of tbr slaughter after- 
vards iTi.ido on the Jews elseivhere, and 
particiiUrl'y under Adrian and Triian; 
nhen what bad been foictold by Moses 
''Dent \x\iiii 49, ) was remarkably 


fiitfillbd,, and as an eagle dies lipon its 
prey, their enemies pursntd them to de¬ 
struction; and the calamities they umJe-r- 
wehtftsere such, that (as Dio C.issiiis in¬ 
forms its, Hist. lib. 69.) 30,000 weie slam, 
^('0 of (heir fortresses w'cnc drinolislud, 
and'900 of thoir chief towns m Ejjjpt, 



Bejectms on^jthe rMn that should come 07i the Jeios. ^73/ 


IMPROVEMENT. 

If our Lord iitges his disciples, with such speedy and solicitous seciC 
haste, tofrom,the sword of God’s temporaljudgmentsy bow ^clxi, 
much greater diligence should \vc give to flee from the wroth to 
come ' ^Vhat are any of the little interests of life, that out of 
regard to tl)etn we should be willing to continue, one moment wkrk 
longer exposed to a danger which may sink us into everlasting j 
jicraition and despair! 

We have here a lively description of that aggravated 
which was brought upon the Jews for neglecting Christ) eveii 
great tribidaiion, such as had never, from the very beginning of 
theworld, fallen upon any other nation, 7 ?o?’ shall ever be equalleo. 

Thus was his bloodupon them, and their children. fMat. xxvii. ^ 
25.) May we never know what it is to'have Mw blood crying 
against us, for trampling it under foot as an unholy thing! 

(Ileb. X, 29.) For surelv to tlie Je-ws, who thus rejected the 
counsel of God against themselves, all these things which they 7 g; ■ 
siiflered were but the beginning of sorrows ; and the famine 
mdi sedition, pestilence wad slBiUglUer,hy which so many thou¬ 
sands penslied, served only to consign them over to infinitely 
more terrible indignation and wrath, tnindation and anguish, 
whicli w ill at last fall on every spul of man that doth evil, whether 
Jlw or Gentile, (Rom. 11 . 8 , . 0 .) 

I'liesc unhappy creatures eagerly listened to the very name of Mark T 
a Messiah, bv whomsoever it was assumed; while they rejected ■ 
him whom (5od had sent them, and who had so long, and with 
so much import unify, been renewing to them, the offers of life * 
and .salvation. May none of us ever know the sad impatience 
with which condemned sinners will wish, and wish in vain, for ^ 
those overtures and messages of grace which they now despise! 

In that sense whevesoa'er the carcase is, Miere will the eagles be Mat 
gathered together: wherever there is the like unbelief and im-'«*«v ‘Ji I 
penitence, there will be in its degree the like rum. Christ has Mark 1 
graciously told us these things beftrre : may we humbly attend to *»>• 
the warning, that none of this terror and destruction may ever < 
come upon us I ^ 

Crete, &c. were pfufldered and burnt to in thfr decline of the Roman empire: of 
the ground, not to mention the tt.rrible atl^tfiohsee Dr. Jackson’s; iiltcnial 7'ruth 
thirigs they aftetwards suficred tn Framie, of the Scriptures, book, i, part 2, Beet. 

Italy, ^fain, and other parts of Europe, 3, cImp- (i, 10—*13, 



V 1 ' ‘ 

/(CJW describes the tribuled^n of jhose days. 


SECT. CtXU. 

Christ describes the total destruction of the Jem sh state by strong 
JgurcSf many of them literally suiting the day of judgment, 
to the mention of u'/iuh he proceeds^ declaring the particular 
time of it unknown, MatXXlVv2s}—36. Mark XIII. 21— 
32. Luke XXI. 2i -33. 

LUKi; XXI. <2^. , ^ 

Zl OUR Lord proceeded in the awful ropreserita- ANotiwrc siraii bi 
^ CLXU. tion of the judgnieuts that were coming on ii(;in m the hun, 

Jerusalem, rwd Niia, Before this desolation shall *“‘Vbc^*'lurr"’ami 
1%XI. i’ibe completely come, there shall be, (as I told IJon dl!,'- 

you, ver. II.) spine extraordinary trQ,s!.ofu.itii)iis,mth 

sun, and in the moon, and in the stars-, eclipses, 
comets, and surpnsmer meteors; am on the earth j„jj, 
tlierc shall lie anguish and distress oj nations, the 
sea and the proud waves thereof roaring, and 
breaking in upon the land with an irresistible in- 
26 iiridation; ly/ule men shall almost expiring 

with Jear,^ and ovenvhelnicd with the sad t'.r-and fur lookm" aiur 
peetation of those calamitous things which are tiiose linns'! vlm-h 
coming upon the land: for this shall not be like ^ 

former invasions or captivities, which only pro¬ 
duced some liaiisient disorders in the state, or, at 
most, an inieil-uption in tlicgovcnimeiitfora few 
years j but it sliall bo.nteilded with such a total 
subveision of it, and with such vast, extcn.sive, 
and lasting rum, that it shall he u most lively 
cnihleiii of the desolation of the whole world at xxiv. 

^ the last day. [muiMiiateh .dit 

\\iv iminediafeliJ after the ajjiiction of those tnbni.aioi ot 

2.9 Inch I haveiiow been describing, /Ac ^beda7^ 

siinshalla',itweYcbedarAcned,und thenioonshall thv muon kIuII nut 


Mai. XXIV. ’I 
IinuiMliateh .tii< 


■! ui/li /ear.] TIiU H tbe Ii- 

tural rendering; of reTr^ifjyof/wv ait 
— I he here ‘-polKn o^scem to be 
soiiu: ol the l.iUbt ot those mentioned in 

4 

the ■writers refericd to above, iti nolci *, 
and'’, on S!'T It), 11 p. filil. 

‘I aft, I (tie ai/lictil)^^(f’dl0.e 

r/ai^t.] .ftrrhbishnp Tilloitun, i^reh'* 
nioij, ttith many other IcAincd Sll^rpre- 
ters, imagine that oiir Lord here ttialicifi 
the transition from the destruction of 
.Terusalem, which liad been the subject 
of hi|^''idiscOur$C' thus far, to the f'encral 
iud^tnenl but I tliink, as it would, on 
the (me handj be verv haish to soppose 
all tfic snflerinj^ of the .Teni^h nation 
iir all a;;!'.!, to be colled Ih'o tribulation 
oftlhosC da} s; to it would, on the other 


hand, be equally SO, to sov, that the 
general judgment, whicli probably will 
nut comnic-ni’c till at least a thousand 
years aftei their reskii.stion, will happen 
iiniiicdiately after their snllcrmg',, nor 
can 1 find any one iiistanee in which 
ivdsiu; in used in such a !>triiige J<ttitiuic 
—What IS s.iid below, (^iiiMat. xxiv. 3-i, 
Mark xiii. 30, and LUke xxi. 32; p. 
3i7T.) seems also an nnanswcra^le ob> 
jection ilgainst such an interpr^tion. 
—I’am obliged therefore to explijtio'tbis 
section as in the para|ibra''C, thodgb 1 
acknowledge many of the figmcs u^cd 
may wiift more liteial pmjlrictv bo .ip- 
plicirtollio last day, to which there iti.iy 
be a rvrtinttr, IttuMh not an hninedi 
reference, * 



Measmgers j^touU0k shit tomssemhk ^is fleet 
gne her light; and rwt «!ceni to give her usual Ikht , and the shtrs scer- 

>" ‘"■X' '’ '’""T 

powers of the hea- heavens^ all the inigfity macbines aod strong 
vens shall be shaken, movements abovc, shall be shaken and broken 
[Mark xiii. 5f, 25. c that is, according to the sublimity ou 

Luke xxi. 26.1 ^ i .^”11 .f 

' , ot that prophetic language to v\hicb you have 

been accustomed, the whole civil and ecclesias¬ 
tical constitution of the nation shall not only bo 

30 And then shall shocked, but totally dissolved, jind then shallZO 
jppearthesignofthc there evidently appear such a remarkable hand 

von '^Vnri'thon ibaii l^rovidence in avenging niy.qtiarre! upon this 
aUtheTribe "of iL siiiful pcpple, that it shall be like the sign of the 
oarth mourn, ' and iSh» if man in heaven at the last day; and all 
Uioy ^nli see 0i« fyUf-s of the land shall then mourn, and then 
in the clouds of ahatl See the oon oj man coming as it were in 
heaven, with power the clouds qf heaven,^ ii'ifh pater and great glo^ 

4 nd great glory, . for that celcstial army wliicli shall appear 
VII). .. 0 . ..u c marshalled round the ciiy, shah be a 

sure token to them that the angels of God, hiuI 
the great Lord of those heaveiily hosi.s, are sot 

31 Andphen] he US it wcre ii) array against them. And, to pur-31 
jhaii sciiiihis angels, ^he ailusidii, as at the groat day? iko angels 

a tn'im5itul^^imi*ihcy ^literal .scosp assemble all 'h«s saints to- 

'.hili gather together gethir, SO also he shall then send foitb his mes- 
iiis ciea fiuin the seugers*' u'it/i the great sound of his gosjjel, as 

end\,n"i\’^[^"The assemble Ills 

oUiei, [from the ni- elect Jrom thi'faur ttinds, even Jroin one end 0! 
termost part of the the heaveus to the other, or from (he vt/ermos'f 
miSpartoV^hea" cu!j P<^rtofthe earth one way, to those climates which 
[Mark xiii. 27 j be under the uttermost part of heaven the other 
way; and multitudes of all nations shall obey 


[Mark 
AM. 27 1 


' 77ie oirt tluill be darkened, &.C.] p 
was customary with the [nroipbeta, as it 
still IS with the eastern wnters, to do- 
sciibe the lUter rum of states and king* 
doiiis, nut only in general by an imiver* 
sal dai kiicss, but also by such strong fi¬ 
gures as those hcre>used, which all have 
their foundation tn that way of speak* 
lug. Compare Is,i. xiii. 10 ; xxxiv. 4, 
10, lx. 20; Jer. xv. 9; Exek. xxxii. 7, 
a; Joel 11 . 30, 31; lii. 15; and Amos 

viii.'Pi 

^ (^ing in ikgdoade qf At'qi ea.] Sud* 
dcir.dijs^irrcsisinile destruction, in which 
mubh^of the band of Clod evidently ap* 
p^i^ is, (as Or. Whitby justly observes) 
oftmi expressed by God’s coming in the 
clouds: (compare Psnl. xviii. 9; 1, 3^4; 
HOvii. 2, .1; civ. 3, Isa. xix. 1; xxyi. 21, 
Ixvi. 15.) But I think Uie celestial ap¬ 
pearances desetibed by Josephus (as a. 
boie, note*’, on L>uke x.xi. II, p. 361,) 


lead us into the exactest interpretation 
of this text^ and grcatlv illustrate the 
prupnetv of these e\pr«'ssioiis here. 

* Sendluilh/tiijuti^rnet J Most traus- 
latiOns, as well as out 'ovii, greatly oh* 
'some this text, by lendi iinn the word 
ayfisKt o/fiTc/i ; foi tliiuigh it generally 
signify those (c/eWial fjiiitU who are on 
gieat ocensiuiis the iiicsscngeis ut God 
toourwuild, It IS well knuwu that the 
trofd refers not to tl" ir n.ituie but to 
and is often applied to men, 
and-rcudered me»<eng«f.. hee Mark 1 . 2 ; 
Luke wi. 24 ,47 , IX j'J; 2 for. viii. ‘^3, 
Bhil. II. 25; and Jam ii. 25 hi some of 
which places it signifies, as here,/trlacl- 
CM 0 / the goipel, who were sent fortli to 
carry on God's great design of uniting 
all his choscn people in one society un* 
der Christ, as their cammon head, kpb, 

I. IJ. 



(klititYs the parahwhf 

^,»iEijT.. the summons, though the Jews uiigrdte- 
^txn. fully and foolisljly uespised it; a!}’l%the Son of 


man sliall he hofloared and trusted ’By millions 
%Xi. po"' unborn, when tbU wicked artd perverse na- 
iiion IS perished in theirrebellion aoiJdnfidefity. 

QS And when these things begin to to pais t Like xxi ‘js. 
be not you terrified and dismayed, but rather 

I 4* 11 , j , # j i-ii . f , thumsbi'siiitocouic 

cocertully look upwards,^ ana Itrt up^nitr heads to pas.., ti»;o look 
.with joy and assurance; for whatever happens, «i»> npyour 
you will be secure; and as sboii as you See the '■‘'- 

first appearance of tliese signs, you may com- h,gi,‘ 
fortably conclude, that your completd redemp¬ 
tion aind deWvorance draws High; s for many of , 

you will be safely brought homfe to the haven 
,of eternal peace before these storms are ended, 
and the rest of you wHl not long survive them. 

29 And, further to illustrate wHat he had been 
I saying, he spake to them a very easy and fami- \ 
h'ir parable, saying, Behold ni)ie, \imd'\ learn a j 
parable from the e.’tample of the fg-tree, and all t 
other trees that drop their leayes in the 
SOu’imer: When buds appear U|)<m fl^ib-'lig.trce, 

and its branch is now bceome tendht^ rtw</the branch li yd 
sap rising in the other trees, thcif'shoot yor/A***’!«o"'■ho.it 
Ihcir young /c./w?, and begin ■t(>> opiMi' and 
spread, you sec and know oj^ your ownsehes, by os, th.it'iiiii- 

tljc observation you have often made, tkdtsuin- in'’*" »'■ “'m 
vier is now near at Aanrf, as these arc certain 
nrognnstications or it: Ao nkewtse you, when as.j 

ill So fik"wfcc > 0 , 

when VC ['IijII } vi-r. 


3*3 And hij , 
them a pi 
ou ] bi hold 
irn ii p.iiul)Ic oil 
c* fig-titT, and all 


[iiittl 


tiotv ni 

I M.it. x\n 

k Mil - 


jjtfu shall see all these things come to pass, may 
•issuredly / »otc’/Ao; the ilcstniction oflije JeW- I'hJii] vi-r- 

, ’'ill ullj ihP'.v ihinns 

isli btatc, and the ai|vanccmcnt ot the kingdom come to pass ku.iw 
of God in all its giciW, is just ht hand, ^ei^] at ye thi ■■ ■' ’ 
the doors, or that the tfujp W Coming wlfen the J,' 


that ihv kiiii>diiii4 
lod ih nigh at 

desolation 1 have been s'|&akins of shall 

upon Jerusalem, and thefgosiieiiihaH be pVdjsa- ‘si. Maik Hiii. 3''' | 

gated all abroad, and' take such root in ,'tbe. 

world, that you may assure yourselves it sliuil ■ 

never be destroyed. 


f I/iok up’vardi- is 

an c'tprcSMoa which admirably 
luadot laboiirand safleriiigs iiiid«r which, 
the aposUes would be,depressed in thib 
anfi'i led state. See Kaphel. Annot cx. 
Herod, p. 370. 

t \uur red^mpitoii dimt nuh.] As the 
rcsurroOtion iVthe time when we shall in 
fact be fully redoetned, nr delivered ffoiu 
all tlie sad I'onsequcnccs of sin, and there¬ 
fore IS called ihi- re.'fmption.iif ow buiun 
' Uom ^ 111 . 23; compare tph. iv. 50, and 


llo.a. xiii, U.) hO m a. Jpsji i i-.)por^c‘nsc, 
tlidMcIiveiauecfrmu tods and ■.or- 

'ro^’jttbnptitioii* this 

srijrift isndeai.iuiitous.lllb,4n(i.y, 
principles, be called icde<*pti')oi>^iM it 
wefitiftyjadgei'f the 1' ns^thofihe api&ttes’ 

tfie estPiit'if theirl.i.bn'O'i ‘bough 

w^Vknow not the time wbc'n many oi them 
died, Ihcrv jjt^reasvm to conjet lure it was 
not lill about'ibis peri, d, which, by tin 
way, would beau ar^uinent they .'ne 
now most of them youu,; nu'ii. 



That ^ 6 nerati^ ihonld mt pass till all were ftdfilled. 37 ^ 

i 2 Vcri 1 vt*iy«n- And rertVj/ /j/Hfoj/oM, and urge you t6 sect, 
to you, J hia gcnferi- it, absolutely necessary in- order to clxh. 

«way,tili all (ih(«» undefStaftd what I have been saying, rhat inis 
iiiiiiff-) b(‘ f(ii‘rfied. gene)'atian of men now living, shall not 
*"il *^htse things be fulfilled,^ fof * * " 
"""■ *■ what I hav^e foretold concerning the destructibn • 

of the Jewish itptc is so near at heild, that some . 
of yon shall live to see it all accOm[dished with a 

'S') Heaven and dreadful cxactiiess*. And the rest may die in'i'j 
e.iriii Shull pais a- j|j^ assurance of it: for .mother and vet more 

but iny words , 

Shull not puss a«ay. awful day SMIl come When, in a literal sense, 

[Mat iwv.iS. Mark heaven and earth shall pass away, and the whole 
** ^ fabrietjf this visible world shall be dissolved 

before my majestic presence: but fny words 
shall 7ivt parSjr away till they are perfectly ful¬ 
filled, and tile eflicacy of them shall remain in 
the etcriral world which shall succeed these 
transitory scenes. 

riAtiK XIII. 32. .ffw/though Jernsaletn shall be destroyed be- Mark 
But oi that day ond this t»eheration disappear, vet of that 

Bian/Z,’not thc an° decisive vihich is appointeil' for the dissolu- 
gti;wi)tihan;intied- tion and the judgment of the world, and of the 
veil, neither the Sjbj 01 wbeii it shall open upon men, 

and shall lirrirg on their final sentence, there is 
no one who knows the precise time,’ ndiher the 
angels i)i heaven, nor even the Son of m.m him¬ 
self,'' with respect to his human nature, or as A 


77.W gtneration shttV not pass aatn/ un¬ 
til ull /tot Hungs Le JuiJiUtiii] Thou'.;li 
Bruiiniu& and Mcde, (in his VVuiks, p, 
‘I>1.) have liciC the honour tp tw 
ed hv so gri at an aiiUn Tity ns Dr. Sy kes» 
(ol Christianity, p. 6(J.) yet ^ jWiijit beg 
leave to s.iy, th it I cannot lb!uk th.‘ texts 
they ('dleel surt'ieioni to pnve, tli.ir by 
geiwrntiun (i yivia wfi ate here 
to umlersUiid thr JeteLh '/ctm Ihnsngh alt 
uiies ; .is il Oil! Loivl inti'irded to say, thav 
should conVmue a distinct people to the 
judgment dav. What f havo expre'srxl 
in the paraphrase, is plahiy the nigst 
obvious sense of the words. «nd seems to 
me an evident key.to the whole I’ontext, 
especialVili when eompured with Mat. xvi. 
28. he If/ittf UiiHiUtig hire, ishiik 

s/ittU of dyfe, lilt they ieh Ote Sek 

oj ^ ‘Ms Magdbrn. She a Jte 

on \ 6l, f. p. 491. 

' clfiHal day hnd hm Bo one laowt.} 
I c.innot .agree with Ur. ClArke in nfe^, 
ring this verse to the destruction of Jc- 
iksalcm, the paiticular day of which was 


not a matter of groat impiirtanco; and ns 
tor the S0USO11 of It, 1 see not how u could 
pripoily he said to be entiiLly unknouii, 
after such ai cxprcSSi di'clarution, t1i<it li. 
should tie in Ikal-eeneyatiott, and vet iit 
4'.meCohsidi-raMedistance, lor ullicrMtse 
there would nbt'bav c been room for the 
gradual ai^uniplislinicnt of tl.c many 
prediCtldn's uttered above It, seems 
therefore Aluch fitter, with ])i WLitbv 
{after tirotiua,} to esplaiii it of the last 
day, when heaven and eaitli shall pass 
away, which is sometimes called that day 
with a peculiar cinpliasis, a phrase an¬ 
swering to the gre.il nr rcinaikablcday. 
Cuqipa'rS'ff'hljh- ■ I'^i !')• and iv. 8. 

^ i'&r Ml* Son of man himself.] 
There ts hot any thing in thisasscition of 
oht I (Urd, if we consider the two natures 
in fiiin, that is incotisistent with his true 
dj I imtv. For what is applicable oiily to 
one nature is frequently expivssed in 
tf'rois inclusiic of his whole person, 
llius, as the endowments of his human 
nat’.qc were communicated in a gradual 



Rejleclioits on the dajt/ o/C^^t's capiing 

• '/ ‘ 

aficT. part of what he is commissrone^to revea!; for *ny Father on. 
ctxir. though it be determined by tbi^Divine decree, | 

It IS nut known to any but my alone^ or ‘ '* '• 

jj^Jj'jgthe indwelling Godhead, from whom nothing 
can be concealed; and, as he does pot think 6t 
» to disclose it, let it he your care tici^tinprovc this 

uncertaijity as an engagement to the most dili* v 
gent and constant preparation for its coming. 

improvement. 

Let us now raise our oontemplations to that awful day, when 
• all. that \N!AS figuratively spoken of th,^ destruction of Jerusalem, 
shall be literally accomplished ; and let us consider our own in¬ 
timate concern in it. Where will our hope and comfort, our 
xxiv-^ 29 light, arid be, wlien the stin shall be darkened and the 

'■ moon shall not give her light, when the stars shall fall from hea¬ 
ven^ and the poirers of the heavens shall be shaken} where, in- 
‘ deed, unless the almighty God, the everlasting Jehovah, by 
whose voice they were created, and by whose band they shall 
be dashed iii pieces again, shall condescend to be our light, and 
r.iikr our salvation'? (Psal. xxvii. l,) And if he indeeil be so, then 
sxi. 28 may Ujt up our heads witbjdy;, as knowing that onr com¬ 
plete redemption draweth nigh, ' t^ven that long-expected day, 
which, will) a'I its solemn horrorsj*'has still been the brightest 
object of our f.iith and our hopes. 

Tvr.it 'J'licn shall the Son of man indeed come in the clouds of heaven, 
u'ith pom r and great glory, send his angels to summon his 
30, 31 elect, and to assemble them/row one end of heaven, to the other: 
for the Lord inm self shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God. (I '’I'hes. 
IV 16.) May wu hear the summons with joy, and stand in our 
M.irk among Ins cho^t'ii Opes ! What tbougli the day and season he 
jtni 22 unknown ? It I's enough for us'that we jplow that all these inter¬ 
posing da^s ami y^rs,..be they evef so numerous, will at length 
be past; for the promik of the great Redeemer is our security, 
and he will hasten it ii^ its time. (Isa, lx. 22.) 
in 'I'hese li^ihlc heavens shall be rolled together aS a scroll, and 
the earth "shall be removed out of its place; but the sure word of 
his promise shall never pttsi away'i evert that promise which is 
engaged for the salvrttiou of his people. ' Let us often review it; 

h. 'i \ \ , , V ^ ' 

ni.'innrp to him. Jesus is -.iild to hav« slibii^d h«:re b« aal4h^io knbw the day 
Clean'd tfiuin><in, (Luke ii. !>2.}dDcleVcn ^^ntccl for the final judgil^t, th.in 
while he was on earlb, as he wnh piescnt tiiat it should be elsewfaen: sap^j^st the 
cver.^ where uitli respect to his Divine l^rdofglorywascrucified.^l 2.) 

uaturc, he speuks of hitnsclf as (he Son and that God purchased the eKa¥t:h with 
of nMn who IS in hca\i;n. (Joliii iii. 1.2.) owa bldod, ('Vets YX 29.) 

Nor IS it al all niurc- strange, that lie 



The coming.of the Spn of shall be the days of Noah. 37^ 

- *r 

let us firmly realize it Vo our souls, and, seeing we look for Siich sixt. 
things^ let us seriously comv\^v what mawur of persons wc ought clxii. 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness. (2 Pet. lii. 11 , 14.) 


SECT. CLXIir. 


&ur Lord urges the suddenness qf his appearance as an engage¬ 
ment to constant watchfulness^ repeating several things which 
he had formerly said on that subject. Mat. XXIV. 37, to the 
end. Mark Xlll. 33, to the end. Luke XXL 34—36 


M*r. XXIV. 37 . ’ MAT. XXIV. 37. 

jgUT js the (lays of QUR Lord having told them in the preceding sect. 
Noc iKTc,', so shall words, that though the time of his appear- clxiii, 

also the comineoube ^ ^ 

Sun of man be! ^tnce to the general judgment was uncertain, yet 

the destruction of Jerusalem should hajipenhe- xx^v. 
fore that generation of men was passed away, 37 
went on with his discourse, and added, But this 
I will in general inform you, that, .sudden and 
unthought-'of as the deluge was which came u[)- 
on the world va the days of Noah, so une.xpccted 
and surprising also shall the coming of the Son of ^ 
os J'ov as in the ‘tmn, to cxecutc his vengeance, be. For as in 3S 

?hrfl(‘id;"liloy wolre universal deluge, 

»'atinf? anil <hinking, wei'c SO iiiconsidcrate and secure, that 
iii.iir>mg and giving flioy weiit Oil with all tlieir usual business, and 
Ill niamago, until till! tlieir tiuK' in entertainments, eating and 

d.iv that Noe ciiUled / . , . i ^ ® i ■ 

iuto the ark, drutkiug, mtrrying wives and giving their 1 
daughters in marriage, thinking of nothing but 
• present indulgence and future settlements in 
the world ;■* and went on thus, in contemjit of 
every serious admonition, eyen until the very 
39 And knew not day that Noah entered into the ark; And knew^9 
iiiitij Uu Hund cdiiic', suspected, that any evil was approach- 

-iwav, so shall .also >ng, till the deluge c«»ic .With‘an irresistible vio- 
fhe coining oi the leiicc, and hoi'e them all away with a torrent of 
bon of man be. destruction : so also shall the coming ^ the Son 
of man be; and, notwithstanding men have been 


^The^m^e eahnn and dunking, &c.] 
I)r. W'oodward ^ijv his Theoi y of the 
tarti), p. dig.) thinks, Itiekc were modest 
expiessA)!^ to signify their giving them- 
acIveS np to nil the cxtr.avagaDcfesof riot 
and lusvfand Wolfius (in loo.) has most 
learnedly pro\ed tb.at yajuficSrit is often 
ii'iod in a vi'ry eriminal sense. But how 


great reatoo soever tIuTC may be to Ix'- 
lieve, that the Antediluvian siiincrs did 
S0| these words may be intended to ex¬ 
press no more than tlic sei'urrty mid gai¬ 
ety with uhirh they pursued the usual 
employments and amusements of life, 
when they were on the very brink of ut¬ 
ter destruefion 




. 3 ^ We shmld take heed that dayn& nol come npo^ m unawares. 

Wtfr. so frequi'iilly and warnfsd of it, yotuiul- 

cLxiii. titink's sttrill lie sur^i^fed in aiijanpivpiired state. ^ 

(t'ompare Lujke xvii. JG, 27, pi l|i4.) 

1 foriiK'ily told vou, with rcturipn to the tern- 40 Th«n shall two 
.ipporal desolation o'f yoiir country^and 1 now re- bo'tklJ" 

peat it, That of two men who shall then be at and the other left. ’ 
i¥ork together in the fields the one shall be seized, 

Matid the other dfsmisied;^ Ajud of women sMi 

\9\i(y shall be grinding c6r\\ at the mill, v*'.'; 

one shall be seized, and the other disfiiitsed: ^ ukon, ”and'’the 
(coni|jaTe Luke xvii. 35,316, p. 186.) And I may other left. 

'>:iy the like with respect to tliat important event 
of the final judgment; many who have behn en¬ 
gaged in the .same* .siahon and employments, and 
who vi'crc intimateK conversant with each other, 
shall ilien be found exceedingly. different in 
ibeiv characters and states; and some of them 
sliall be made the prisoners of divine jostice, 
while others shall not only be spared, but be 
signally favoured by God. 

Tuko therefore, that no calagaities of life, or i vnr xxi 

solemnities of judgment, may be dreadful, to Jilt", 'kV! Tt 
• you, takcheedto yourselves, lest at any time your any uok yom hoaits 

hearts be overloaded,^ and your fational powers 


1* mf!) ihtill then Itc in II,e fei^, ttc ] 
ThOiiiih 111 tlio paraphra.'«, fi'VVfi tetter 
I'oiincf non, I hji ciutindiirod thoau words 
jncicl. iitally, aiid )iMill'd boiv they niuy 
alh'siudy be aCoijnunod.itMl to the day 
■•‘I’lmlsinem, yet I doobt not thry<irii!i- 
itiilly'friier to the ikstruction of Ji’iosa' 
1cm, to ahull alone t’uy arc pmpcrlv 
aliplicaUle. After th^ paia^rapU there 
I'l uot a word porultnr kr that; but many 
ciu'iimstatices arc introduced which fe- 
fertu the djv ofjndii;i)ieiit,(atid of death, 
:u ti.iiisiuittmg to It,) and wliicbcaii en- 
U' be tinih iir'doi..t.i<d. * I therefore btii»' 
blj c«Hinci\e, thxt the flr.'ii^f'|mi!iition, 
about wliicb cuinmentatnes arcaoQiiich 
divided, .and *>o gciieully mistaken, is 
iiiadH pit'Ci-K'lv after these t«e tcrscih— 
Our I Old, III the ioH(UMi;gV( rises of Mdt< 
thew and Maik, d rceU ^ir-hmoghtsbi 
that ikul suleinnitv in WjuUb Utef'ete 
so bighlv Ooncurned, by repeating al- 
wofct'iii tile j,amc wor^ tbc caotiorir atid 
adFU’&ii be bad formerly .gireu, l.iikoxi}. 
SS, k ifrf. § c\iv. in wtucli whole coa.cxt 
(ai 1 lliercobsi rt cd, iio'c f, p. 11T. I there 
IS no retbicnee to those kiiip 'iiil ca'dUiiif 
tics Uiat wCrt! cumiuKOii thc,Jc.(S, which 


have been here tlic suliieel of almost the 
whole preceding discourse. And the re¬ 
membrance of what had pas^ed on the 
foriiicr oeca-ion might more easily lead 
tbrin into the distinct understanding ot 
what Was now added. 'I'hough K may 
not be ioipm|icr to recollect that the s.iiiic 
pious care m tlicir temper and cuudnet, 
wbicli would be a preparative against 11,-1-, 
tional j^gineriks, and entitle thciii to 
the fipceui protection of prondcnce m 
them, would j.)stso secure tliem ircmi any 
nnn ekiiiTtta liisttrisu by a call to tlie tn- 
btinal of <j<jid,\ 

* 5 'w hearts Ac overloaded ] The aoid 
properly signifies btirdmud, or 
pjessed thyLt! i and so very elecantly and 
stIbnciyc 9 tpe 0 s^eSithc hatctul consequeii- 
ccsofiati mpeitftriee,‘and the load wiiiih it 
bnngson th.ose rattonaUacu)U9s w luch arc 
tbi'gl'Tv of the humspnatUTC.v-'I'lie read¬ 
er will obscri 0, thaljLgJfc’s account of this 
d^cptirse is very sbclt in cc^nimfison with 
that of Matthew and Markj!|yC '%s ob- 
vioflft reason, that he had Chief . 

heads of it before, partly in 3 di^iirsc of ‘ 
our Lord’s last coming, which was doll- 
tlircd to a Very numerous asLetftbly in 



' Far nai thelour whm the Lord 331* 

i „ 

be overcharged with depressed and sfopKied by gluttony and drioi- ^ect. 
buifeiting,atiddrun Of dtltfactcd with’WOrldlv and 

“»•«; «'»< i>y t>» «>“"» f*'" »«t»'P‘1 'Tm'^ 

day fomp upou you tant diiy^ of-which I have been «i]K*akm^, siiould ^ 
iiiirtwaret come unoTpHIficl vpon you. For the charsic-;i 5 

1 V!"" ter of the generality of' mankind at that time 

tiu-iu\hat dwell on Will bt* such, that//jt/i'r//mwc on the greatest 
th' face of the whole p^t of all them (kat (lu'tll OH the face of the 
ti'kole earth f as a snare upon a thoughthas bird 
which,'in the midst of its security, finds itself 
inextricably taken. (Compare Elccles. ix. 12.)- 
So vvntchyc there- Lfet me therefore address this most serious ex-3G 
fine, [Muik, lake ye hortatiou to you With an ewnestness proportion- 

iriy;! "'“'f ^ '75 

i)c flccouiitcd worthy temptation to negligence and sinj^tflAff heed oi 
to ev-ape .all iiiesc every thing which might lull you into a danger- 
thinuMiint^hniiccme jj ttud prau tilmySf With the roost 

b.ture the s.m of f rvcnt importunity, that through J^ivine grace 
Jill I for yr know v 0 {/ may be accouiifc'd worthy to escape all these 
.t fMaik. who,, the calamitous and destructive things which shall 
y.p'rUrd doth a^siiretlly come'tp>pttssyKt in the manner 1 have 
tome i I MaL xxK. described ihetpj and maybe happily enabled, 
t'i Walk Mil. 33 ] jj, fl^g Qf (jjf, universal judgment, to 

stand forth with courage and acceptance before 
the Hon pj man;* for you know not when the 
time of hi.s ap}>eara«ce is, [or] at what hour 
your Lord does wrweto summon you before him. 
m,t. XXIV. -vs.' and would dowelltocon- Mat. 

Rot know thii, that ,, a fjff. oMi/eo' of a house that has at •"' 

L'h!«ThrfZ.« »i>>' time teen plundered by robters/indfm » 

111 wild, wiitci, ihp exactly tehat watch of the night ttie tfitet 
thief«.old uime he aio/t/d hskve come. kc wmld undoubtedly hmc 
wotiM iMM' watched, taken ca'eltjib be piovidcd for 


HI 

nut 
tiini 
yu, 


Galilev, (r.okc vii. 33—4.8i'sect. c\iv.) 
and paitly in another discourse, iclating 
(inly to the destruction of lenisalem, 
which uas delivered in his Journey thi¬ 
ther .-it the fea-it of dudiCatiun. (Luke 
xvii liO—>7 sc-et. cxxviii.) Here there¬ 
fore lie chO'ises to omit wh.at Ind been 
in-iCrted on either of those oeca-ions; as 
.lohn, who probably wrote after the ac- 
cotnplubmcnt of ibis pfophecy, entirely 
omits It, ^"idready so largely reeoided 
by the',fSMttier three, from whom, con- 
■ si(lcrii% firCiiins'snee of lime itoame 
with intHiiteiv bettor grace than it could 
aflerwattf* haie dune from him. 

•1 It sfiolt cme on alt them that d'jteU, kc. ] 
The c\li jrtations that are connected wiih 


this ehuse limit the extent of tlie 'xonl 
[air\ to a epnsidi'rablf miniber, loi wcic 
It to be takbn ortierw ise, there could hai e 
been no room to otTi'i- them. 

® Til stand ief'vic the Sun nl man. ] Ido 
not apprehewl that this is merely the 
ccuntel'part ofesrapinn llic thinsfsspolten 
ofJiefuKi. There wee thousands of the 
Jc\w 5 that by <me provnU oce or another 
c'C^ped leiiifOT.ii destruction, who could 
with no pripii-Cty be said to Uand befarc 
the S(t ^ofnun alhis coning. 1 bw' e there - 
fore par.-ipbav d thi« latter clause as an 
advance upon the fenmej,-which fives 
this context a greater connection, and 
juster distinction, tliantht order in wbicU- 
iHust harnioniev place these vencs. 
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Tile faithful sidrvaril shattoe greatli^ retn^ded. 
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HGtXllI. 


Mat. 
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him, "JDOuldnot havesuffered his house to be broke 

open, or have left the thief to makc^ his ail van- ^ 

tage hy coming at an unexpected time. And 44 Therefore be ye 

therefore as it is of so much greater cotiscriuence aki ready: for in sueh 

on this occasion that you should be prepared not, the^onTf uiar> 

against an unseasonable surprise, be ye also ready cometh. 

and learn from such a common occunfence, to 

be upon your guard; for I tell you J^ain, That 

at an hour when you think not of it, the Son of 

man cometh; and miiltit 4 dc.s of people will be ■ 

as much surprised as if they had never beard in 

their whole flives that he would come atj all. 

(Compare Luke xii. 39, 40. p. 117.) 

[For the Son of man is] in this respect as a Mahk xiii. .'>4. 
man travelling to a distant country, who, as he '> 

was leaving his house, gave author'ity to his head- fir gurney* whofeit 
servants to direct and oversee the rest in their his house, and gave 
business, and assigned to every man in the fami- authority to lus sci- 
ly his propel work, arid particularly commanded l,IJ^h^wl»k,%Tld 
the porter to watch, and to see to it that the commanded the por- 
doors were pi operly secured, and ready to be ter to watch, 
opened to him at his return. 

And who now, do you rfty apostles suppose, Mat xxiv. 4) 
is the faithful and prudent servant, of wfmm his *=■ ‘‘ 

Lord has so good an opinion as to have appoint- 
ed him ruler over the rest of his household, to made mierovui his 
give them [their] proi>cr portion of/ced w, dwi' ^'‘’uschoid, to {.iv^ 
season? You must easily apprehend that the 
expression may with the utmost propriety be ap- 
])hed to that high office with which you are in¬ 
vested, and to the confidence placed iif your in¬ 
tegrity and wisdoffi. Afhd, to excite y<^t|tO diS- Blessed tiui 
charge this office^:^kh,the greatest ficf^ity, let sers^nt, whom lu- 

1110 add, Happy incleeil^w that servant whom'Us Khl^lhaiH'In^Mriio- 
Lord, when he cometh^ shall find thus employed nig.’ 
in the pioper duties ofliisimportam office, dis¬ 
tributing to each his portion lu aproper manner.^ 

Verily 1 say unto you again, as 1 formerly did, 47 ^e^l1 V [ Si'll 
Thai he imll prefer him as highly as if a ffian '"‘to you, That m- 


^ Ti /hill mnntvAotn Ins l/»tl 

tehen tomgfli, ite. | As no ]k:<;n1iiir -j€- 
wardu were conlerri'd oii.myof ilteapos-' 
tics, 01 other f rtldid ininisf-T'’, .il the 
tune of Christ’s l oiiung hi dt’^t^l'y Jeni- 
sakni, tliAiflaiise suflieicntlv proves a 
rcfeiuiicc to the thiil judgment, and vrill 
nut permit u» vith I.T. Hamnibiid, to 


understand tho.^lioijrics of, vitli Dr 
Whitby, the liptmlaUjj Jews, .fls partleii- 
feily intended by the wtek'dji^eiat inf n- 
tioned aftcrwards; vibii h sebmsVplaiidv 
lo refer to a (li'baucbfd and" pefsetfuUug 
elergv, hypotritiCt-dly [iictun'liri!; In .i 
distinguished zeal fur Chiisuan furtU:, 
and itisaiutions. , 



But th^mcked ^all ht^e hi^p&Ttion tmlh hypdttiles, 38 $ 

' *V 

shall make hi m ruler should make his domestic stej\'ard, who served sbct. 
v^er all his goods, faithfully ruhr or director oj all nis estatey <^i-xjir. 
, as a reward for bis care,in the due manaocmeni 

of his office. (Compare Luke xii. ‘42--'44, xxtv; 
page U8.) , 

4« Blit and if that the Other band, the faithless wretch 48 

evil sciiautshail say that IS dishoiiest ill the execution of so high a 
in his hi'ari, My lord fjhajrge shall bc severely punished : and if that 
c ayL IS coming, Servant shall jircsunie to say in his hearty 

49 And shall begin ^ delays Ms Coming; Jnd shall on that49 
to Mriit^ Air fellow- presumption begin to bmt aiid ahi;fs,e those of his 
sirs ants who are more faithful than him- 

iiriinken; and to eat ana drink in a riutout> and ex¬ 

travagant manner UHth the debauched and 
drunken part of them, or with other dissolute 
so Tin: lord of persons; he will do it at his peril : For the lordoO 
Ui.»i seivnnt shall <>/■ ifAV/ servant shall certainly come in a day 

ho lookith not tor he does nQt expect {hm\y and man hmir 
him, .mil m an hour 'whcn he IS Twt at all aicarCy and cannot have 
that he IS not aware timc.to puton'a face of better order, or to pro- 

^ ’ji Ami shall cut '‘^<5 ^’’d iQyen| artful excuses; Jnd, seeing .51 
him asunder, aiidap- him in the luidst of liis revels and usurpations, 
point Aiw Ins portion he shall scourge him so severely, that he shall 

th^re JhiSniriccp. appoint [him] his 

ing and guanhing of portion xcitk kypocriteSy the most odious Kind 
of sinners in the sight of God :•* with these shall 
• this false creature be righteously doomed to 
dwell for ever in those doleful regions where 
there shall he nothing but keeping and gnashing 
ofteelhy proportionable to his former indulgence 
and luxury, and to the importance of that trust 
■ which he so wickpdly belayed. (Compare 

Luke 'fdl. 45, 46, p. 118, , Mark 

Makk, XIII 35 . . -Let me then caution O my apostles and 


* Shall cut km asumUt ) That tearing 
and cutting persons into several pieci S 
nas a ciuol punishment used among the 
ancK'iits, none acquainted with antiquity 
can doubt, and Wolfiuspn tliia teat lia^i 
ilcuiunstrated itinofe copiuQslv Ihaliany 
other critic 1 have seen Yet, as the rii- 
iiimDl ij here repre^entid as iiurviving 
this punishment’, ,,and coii'^igiied over tu 
triiathing teeth, ai'tiT it bad 
face(i,.tjaaiiited. 1 thorcfiup, as bcfoie, 
(LukA’«iL4(5) must undiustand it ofbo- 
ing .seiicraly siumged, after Which idle 
slaves acre often thiuwii into a prlsoRi 
where they lived nusmbls' »o everv re¬ 
spect. Totliispai Loidalliitlcswith.iinost 


obviousjpropi lety. See seel, cmv, note k 
Ptsportian Kith ky]i()€nte'i,'\ Maho¬ 
met in his Alcoran mentions Seven Ca¬ 
verns in Hell the dci pest and most 
wretched of which i, to bc inhabited by 
hy poertt^,, (Snr. iv. v 144) F.lsncr, 
who takes this foi a .lewiLli noiioii, by a 
very sifigillar cnticism suppo'cs u, or 
SjOtAeiliing analogous to it, referred to 
here, aiid Kw. axi.,H, where he thinks 
liais arc tlie same with lupociiics - and 
obscr’cs very piecatioosly, tliat taking 
the fearful and unbeliev ing, or tliosa ihat 
' through cowai dice apo^Uti^c for the 
tiistsort ofoiiiiiinal®, liwi'sai'ethe seventh 
elasL. 



j^efl^ctiom on preparing f^the coming 

SECT, ministers^ never to suffer this iiil:portant cxbor- Watriibye therefor^ 
^Lsm. tat ion, which I have now been you, to the^*^er”1jf*^*thc 

be forgot in artjr circumstance of hf(&^; out nmteh house ^meth fat, 
ye therefort contmndWyi foi‘ ye knuru^ nof wAfn oratmidniitht, 
the master of the house Cometh^ wb^er in the 
«ew/i?^-%vatch, or at midnight, or at t^e code- 
36crowingi or in the morning: F’ai4y and late T-«»t coming 
hold' yoursj^yes in a prepared posture, lest 
coming suddikfy, ie find ym sleeping, and ne- ’ 37 Anij^what i saj 
37gligent of your proper duty. And what I say unto you, isoy imto 
to you in pub^j^ characters’, I say to all my dis- wat^h. > 
ciples, in every station of life, and in every <^e, 

Watch i for in'every age and station you will 
have need to do it, and .security may be at¬ 
tended with the most fatal Gonset^uences. 

IMPROVFMENT. * 

Luke What slothful hearts must we have, if these repealed admoni- 
x\i. 36 tions do not awaken us ; even line upon line, and precept upon 
.\\iv P*'^cfpt? The patience of God is whiting upon us, as it did on 
’ 42 ’ the old world, while the ark was preparing: (i Pet iii. 20 .) 
jMarik May we take the warning, and seeK slielter before the door be 
shut against U 8 ! Let us therefore t&ke peed, lest sensuality and 
XXI. 3 i secular cares overcharge 'Afid depress on?’ hearts, and amuse us 
with vain delusions, till stnft/en ana unavoidable destruction come 
upon us. (1 Thess. v. 3.) * 

Mark We are by profesiion the domestics (f Christ. Let us attend 
MU. 34 to the offices he has assigned os, {hough he,iseem at a distance. 
Let us diligently wait his coming, at whatever season. Let his 
ministers especially wait it; and be solicitous, that they may be 
* found so doing, conducting themselves'like wise stewards of the 
mysteries of God, ^ispei^tig to every one his portion 'oifoed in 
due season. Thefi ’oiir account he ^fonourablc, and our ir- 
ward glorious. '*'*• '' 

4 ^, 49 May God deliver us frortf the guilt and C<?hdemnation of the 
cruel, the imperioii.s, Ipid the luxurious servant, who began to 
pneathis fellows, and to eat-find drink with the duninfi^n ; since we 
are expressly told Ids dreadful doom ! i^ustiy does our Lord dc- 
dare that to such a oiti&Jhe will appoint with hrpoiTites, 

tenible as tbeir poitrdh^'^^st be.; for.uo hypocrisy can be b^iser 
than to call onrsolvesll^^^so’tjtf/i^s^and mimsiert qf -ChriA, while 
we are the slaves of' anllntion,' avarice, ai>d intciirperance. 
Wherever such are found, under whatever mask aim 
he reform them by his grace, or disarm them of that powVr Aud 
- influence'which they coiitinuatly abbsc to his dishonour, anti to 
their own ag^avafed damnation ! Let us in the mean mi'ke be 


. Tfie parahU of tM wise and foolish virgins* SBS 

'' 

exhorting each other daibj^ while it is called to-day, lest any by seot. 
i'nsensib^ degrees be hardened through the decdifulness oj sin^ ci,xrii. 
(Heb. iii. 13 .) and let us always remember, that every exhor- 
tation which we give tu others returns with redoubled weight 
upon ourselves. 


SECT. CLXIV. 

n 

Christ enforces his exhortation to 'watchfulness^ by the parable 
of the ten virgins. Mat'. ’XXV. 

MAT, XXV. 1. r 1 . 

'pHF.N sh.!!! the QUR Lord, in order to impress upon the sect. 
kiiigd m of l»e.i- minds of bis hearers a concern about the ctxiv. 

ai'd “wf"! ‘I»y of future iudgraent, 
ookihtjirlamps,and which thc latter part of hi«i preceding discourse 
iw'ni forth io rneet had SO plainly referred, wont on to represent 
the hridcgiouin, jj unjgj. a variety of most lively fignix”!, and 
particularly by the following parable; saying, 

Then, or mtbat day of final account, when tlie 
faithful servant shall be rewarded, and tlic 
treacherous, hypocrite so severely punivlied, 
shall the kingdom of heaven, or the state of 
things under the gospel dispensation, apfjeai to 
be like the case of ten virgins,^ who, being in¬ 
vited fcp a marriage-feast, (which, according to 
tlie custom of this country, was to be celebrated 
in the night,) look their lamps as soon as it be¬ 
gan to grow dark,fl«</ went out together to meet 
the bridegroom, and to Jiglit him to the house 
where the banquet \va^ to be kept. 

\nd live oi them appeared by thetc couduct, that fwe2 

tteie w and ii\e prudent persoDS, and five of them 

were joolisk and inconsiderate, who made no 
provision against an a«^mcnt wbicli might very 

"Tiff vrpnt.'] This whole p.irable ofterwaids tq sup with 1 hem; and soioo 
co'ilaiiit. a plain rcfcicnix* ti the custom tell us their iimnU'i in -I .it least be 
wliicli prev,tiled an(uii!t,ittac Jews thtn, /nA—U swhla, Iroin ib eircnm Linccs 
and still prf\ads lUiionj; many eostcin of this patqbth, that if any uf thenuii^h- 
natlons- (sru Thc C istoms of thc Jews hours, besides those wh i were directly 
and Indians com^rhd, 41, Ot '•eq.) i|ir)lcd, thounhl U wiutli their while to 
'i he hridet;rcHim used to Conduct his bride flay Iheir ro.spcct to ilic new mairicd 
home mldlt evcnmg by thc light (if lamp-, couple, it was (.'.teemed a decent piocc 
which ISere n»e(l, (as fUlsiier sliewi, Ob. of civililv lu admit them to a shaie in 
sere VOl; 1 ]> n>,) by thfe Jews thcbrid.il feast, if they in.idc their :i])- 

and Roman', oij theiihe occ.i,ion: they pcarance at a propci time. 
w(*re earned by bride-maid'-, who U'^Cd 
... '01. ir. ‘ -:c 



The tvisi’jxoho iver,^ ready»go M ivith the bridegroom : 


5 nor, 

CfiXIV 


L hi.It 
XXV. 3. 


6 Andatmidnu’ht 
was a ciy 
Uehuld, the 
ootti cull 
out to meet 


niuiiiiilk linppcn. 'They that n'cre fovluhy ,3'iOiey that wei* 
v/?£7? they took their:kmjps, went forth withtool no 
tlji'Hi but did not take any oil with them^ oil with them, 

bosulo that which was at poured in: 4 Hut the wise took 

\ Whereas the prudent maidens, considering that with toe!r lampr*^ ^ 
they might pci haps he obliged to" wait some 
hours, took a reserve of oil vnth thetn in their 
ne^stis, which they carried with their lamps, 
to feed the flame when the former stock should 
he Hasted. 

5 Bat while the bridegroom for a long time de- 5 whiioth? bnde- 
/ayed hiscornifife, as they were sitting near t;Jie tnofm t-irocd, they 
place from whence they c.xpecietl him to come, 
they all of them shimhered, and at length fell 

6 fast - Jnd in the scry middle of the 

mphti^ there Xi as a loud cry viadem the street, tbme 
SehoU, the hndenmm is corns,ij;, go y out 
immediatelv to meet him, and arise to attend 
the procession according to order. 

7 Then all those viigins presently arose, and, 
to [irepare for his reception, dressed their lamps, iriinmrdtht.iriaiiipi., 
that they might shine as bright, and appear as 

clean as posMhIe. jind the foolish damsels in s Vml tiir fooliO. 
great surprise said to the m'udent. Give i/j some J:'*'* 

Of ijoiir oil,Jor you seem to have ji-gieat slock for our lamps an- 
with you; whi'reas our lamps ard 'gone out, and gonf out. 

<3all our oil is spent. But the prudent replied, 
f fi t' cannot do iV,] lest there should not be enough 
for us and you, and so we should all be left on there bi’ nor 

a sudden without light, and the brtdegioom be enough t.jr us. 
disappointed and affronted; hut rather go ye to bat so j 
them that sell oil in thebgeiglibourhood, 
buy some, tor yburselv^s, as jioon as possible, you’rs.civci.. 
that \e may follotir'and join the procession.*- 
And while they went to buy it at that incon> ’O And winniiuv 
veil lent time of ni glit, tiut^rillegroom and liis re- Sgr!“oiu’'‘wiiH-'! 
tmue came; and those maidens that were ready and they that win’ 
to recei\e him, joined the company; and when 


go >£■ 

him. 

7 Then all 
VII gins 


those 
iid 


to llieni 
.iiid buy 


and 
■ ra- 
ihat 
lor 


t' In ihe naiidk qf ihe Perhaps 

ihc tradition which Jei'diAMaentjoh's, 
that as'etiod'Christ would com^to judg^ 
ment .it ihidnight, might be botroti-^ 
from bence^ though to be sure it is a 
very absurd ono, since that can be the 
f^se only niicliT one mendytn at a time. 
la^t-A ei'lcbrated huinmentator Ims cloud- 
iU this parable exceedingly, by attempt- 
wg to explain it qf the diffcrciit eficcls 
r.'iii isfts admonition conccTiiirg ‘he de- 
siniLtiuu of .Icnoalcin would hai'' on 
>'ii’i-icnt persons. 


* tsstyJiiT ’joikehes,~] This seems mere¬ 
ly an ornamenUt circumstani e; and ir 
Is strange, that any Pi^s'h wi tiers sliuuhl 
consider n as favouring their ducirinc 
of a stock of mi Ills in tbcchurcb,faund- 
eduii works uf supererogation} '^siifec, if 
it referred to them at ail, (whteb there 
is no reason to imagine,) it would ra 
ther expose, than encourage any depen¬ 
dence upon them. 



" "* I? • V' * ’ ‘ * 

But^hefoo^ camt too lah'i ami are shutout, ' S8% 

.waily flcnt m with they Came to the bridal»hiousc, they "went in with 
Ills ^u,?Xo"‘t?s marriage-feast; and, to prevent 

shut. turbancc, the dwr was shut and fastened. 

11 Afteiward came And Some time after (he other Dirghu alsoy^^^ 

savinrS^Lorl: knocking at the door, called with 

opfn to u'l great'importunity, sa^/tng, Jw, Air, wo desire y on 

would open to us, who are also some of your 
guests, though ^ by unfortunate accident \vc 

12 But he answer- are cotne a little too late. But he, bding unwil-12 

saySinhfyL'Ikliw disturbed in the feast, and to open the 

vou iK'i. door again, answe 7 'ed them, Truly, I say 

uhto ^Otif I know you not whence you are;*’ my 
house is already furnialied with -guests, and I 
will admit no more. I’hus these tlioughtless 
creatures entirely lost both their labour and ex-' 
pence, meeting with nothing but disappointment 
and 'shame. And such will be your case if you 
content yourselves with a more empty profes¬ 
sion of religion, while you sink into a careless 
and negligent conduct, and remain destitute or 
that principle of real piety which ouglit to give, 
lustre and vigour to it, 

I i Wat.h Ui.T«- See to \t^' therefor^, that you maintain a con- I'J 
ii)ii*,ioryekiiow uci- gt^nt watck, hot prcsuiniriff on prepawiions to be 

hour «i.< u-.n the Son lierealter j/ttr, your removal may he imicli 
o» iii.iii coiiieth more sudden than you are aware, and ye kmw 
neither the day nor the hour in which the. Son 
. f 'mancometh to receive Ins prepared people 

to himself, and for ever to exclude the hypo¬ 
crite and the sinner from the eritertainmeuts of 
his hedyenly kingdom. 


niFftOVEMENT/'-;* '' ' 

I.iii' US apply (Hjir hearts to the pbvioSji^ instructions which this 
« ell-known parable so naturally siiggesi^. \y'e an* iiiider a rt;/*- * 

gious profession: our lamps are in oiir hands ; and we forth 
as those that expect/o meet Christ; as those tluit desire and hope 
to be admitted to the,marriage-supper of the Lamb, lini, alas, 
how few are ther^, |jluit are truly pTitpared fijr such a blessediu'ss! 
Would tti.God thkt there were reaSoiijto h,0pc that the Christian 3 ^ 4 
church werejjo equally divided, t]j^t 'Jiite of fen m it had the oil 

noi.] , Thus ciK'uinstanc^ such a prctfi rp, nri^hthavulipen tniilti- 
in Iti^ 'jpai'ftldo la nut absurd ^ fur nothing plied beyond all rfasoii and com cnicncc. 
nitjinatcii ,1 |i(,ie>uiKi1 acquaintance wi^tb At lea.st rts sigiiihcancy itr f'l applica- 
'Ik jit, andj^uestsu^kiug'od'^’tliiuce witii Uoa i$ iltv appaicnt and, inip ’ltaut i ' 



♦ Itefledwns on the parable of the ten virgins. 

' ’' I 

o tl‘vino grace in their hearts, to render tliem burning and skin. 

v.eLjst'V. in^ h)^ht6 f 

such as have it, be upon their guard; for our Lord 
r ' intiinatcs, that the 7<7.vr, as wcJl as tkefoolish t/irgins, are too apt 
to sJurnher and sleep, and carelessly to intermit that watch which 
6 they ought coustaiKly to tnauitaui. There may be, at an unex¬ 
pected tunc, a midnight cry. Happy the souls that can hear it 
with pleasure; being not only habitually, but actually ready to 
tfbcy the suiinnoiis! Happy they, that have their loins girdedy 
’ and their burning I (Luke xii. 35 ) 

8 , 9 TUe foolish virgins saw their error too late: they applii*d to the 

tcise ; but their application was vain. Ami as vain will the hope 
of those be who trust to the intercession of departed saints, or 
any supposed redundancy of merit m them, wlnle they are thern- 
10 —I'i sttlvcs strangers to a holy temper and life. In vain will they 
i'.Ty,Lord, Lord, open to us. rhe door of mercy will be 
for ever, and tiic workers of iniquity uUerJy disowned. 1 he 
day of grace its limits; and fur those that have trifled it 
avva\, there roniaiiielh nothing but the blackness oj darkness for 
ever. (Jude, vcr. 13.) 


SECT. CLXV. 


Christ repeats the parable of the talents, in a form something 
different Jrom that in which he HM before delivered it. iMat. 
XXV. U- 30. 


MAT. XXV. 14. 




SEC r. jirsuSj having delivered the preceding parable 
of the. virgins, went on farther to illustrate 
the subject by the repetition of a parable re- 
XXV, sembling one which he bad used some time bc- 
Hfore; (Luke six., 12 t- 27, & cxliv.) and said, 
Let me again remind you of thegreat importance 
of prepariiio for my coining by a diligent, im¬ 
provement of your gifts ;/cr the time when \the 
Son of man] shall comej and the grand aclminis- 
tration of judgment attending it, [will be] as 
the proceed]np of [«jAo] going a I<!|ig 

joui'n^, called his se^hits together, and deltti'er. 
ISedhis effects fothenC’ ffnd to one of them^ 
gave file talentSy*^ and to andther^ iwoy and to 


MAT XXV 14. 
X’OIl the kiHfiihm of 
^ tieuven jf as a man 
tra^clll^g into a far 
(ountry, ului Lallrd 
hls<<v^nsCl^allt'^, ami 
delocrcd unto Uum 
ills £o<>ds. 


15. And unto one 
tie gaie five tilent;:, 
t»«iiotlier,two, and 


» Toon* he gaoegze talent*.] Aocord- fiic must harc been 36,000 pbniKU'Ster- 
mgtdDr.Pnde&ux’s calculation, if these Hit;, and if silver, S2Z50 pounds. (See 
talents, of gold, tho value of the tbjit Ptofaca to bis donDccUon, p. 20.) 



The parable of the talents. 389 


td attethcr oiM:; to at&'ther onr; to every man according to his re- sect, 
tobfsev^ablhty* spcctive Capacity ro roanaf^e the sum, and to the ci,xv.. 
and stiaijjijtway took j>ro3f)ect there might reasonably be of his im- 
his journey, proving it: and immediately he jeent away^ andxxv. tj 
set forward on his journey. 

16 Then he that ^nd hewho had received the five talents^ went 16 

had receded the five and engaged in business, and traded with them 
talents, w< nt and dlliffcnt a manner durine the absence of 

and made /Am other master, that be doubled the sum, and pro- 
five talents. ducedfive talents more, Jnd in like manner hen 

^ho had [received] the two was'■so industrious 
two, he also gamed i» employing them to the bej^^advantage, that 
othei two. he aho gained two more. BM he who had re-1 $ 

18 Buthethatbad displeased that 'le 

an«rdfgged'*^iri^the ^6®^ intrusted with no more, was seized 
^.irth, and hid his With suJIen mddenc& and servile fear, and n/d'»/ 
lord’s money. ,auwjr directly, fl/idattempted no imjirovemeni 

of It, but privately dipged [a hole] in the earth, , 
and hid his master's mofitry in it, till he should 
return home. 

!-.) After a long Thus thg matter passed off for a while; hit IP 
imicihe loidnfthoso nj'fgj- Considerable time, the master of those 
rl'('kone\h^™*'*^ jervuMfe coiHes home and makes up his accounts 
them. with them, demanding from cacfi the sum with 

. . , which h4 bad been intrusted, and inquinnir wliat 

had reuiired five ta- was tb© iWt?rest he had gamed by.it. 
iviits oamv, jind And he nho hud received the five talents came 20 
brought other five near, and brought otherefive talents with them, 
LoX'Jhou d“hm’ Sir, thou wast pleased so far to intrust 

eilct unto we iiis me, that thou didst deliver to me five talents, 
talents; behold, 1 t^>ben setting out on thy journey ; and such is 

tiu'm ®fne^ ulents irtwrovemcnt 1 have made of them, that it’- 
moi e hold, 1 have doubtetl t|je sum, and gained to them 

21 His lord five talerttgmore. And^mdstcr said unto him, 21 

thm m-Mut,' 


ful scrv 


j and tfiou 

rant; thaa Vum ha^t been faitk^ in the 


management 


of a 


And perhaps this groat sum was ehosen,, ter»is vitry indeterminate, 
to intimate the value and importance o( h tyjtlS^e,thffH 2 poda)iit/aii^fuhtrikriL] 

those capacities and ^ppibrtanities com* The oflfitiai word iv has a peculiar force 
milted to every refflfi^^e creature, imdf*^ far beyond what 1 can ex* 

espcuMlly to every’professing Chrisliab.v ia.-gngli8b. Jt was used 

But I dunotJay.ai^'VCry greatfiU'ejisop;! orspectaiois in any public 

this remark, because it ii, plaip', exercise, to expiess the highest applause 

Homitr uses thy word'rsXuvfcf for a apDai; when any part had been excellent!v per- 
'<ltpethapsaain.illwedgc of gold, ofedQ- formed. Bra\ely dunei comes somc< 
sl^^iy less value tbaoPmpiictfof two thing near it, but is not equally elegant 
fat oxen, [Iliad 4-- ver.'750, 751}. so the or forctlijn. 
signification of it anaopgff UOh later wri< 



' I ___ 

390 The faithful servants are rewarded for improving them: 

•’ 

$BCT, fcDO things ; and, having proved thee to be so faithful 

am in ilu. lonrer trust, I will prefer thee to a high- 

er, and set l/tee over many more valuable things over many Uimg!,: 
than these; in the mean time, enter, thou into enter ihou into the 

21 the joy of thy master,, and share with nje in tJie 
banquet prepared for myseff and my friends, . 
on this happy occasion of niy return. 

<22 lie also who had received the tteo talents came •‘•'■0 diat 

forwaids, and said, Sir, thou wert so induliicnt, 
that thou didst deliver to me at thy going hence Lf»r<i’ thou fieiucr- 
tzto talents, which I have endeavoured tg em- «nto me t»o 
ploy as carefully ^ I could; and behold, by traf- {j**^”*® **‘'t„,* 

tich-iuo with them / have gained two other taknts other tal^hTbcsifir-' 

2 3 to them. And his master said unto him, as he them 
bad done to the former, IVell done, thou gQ(ul 
andjaithjul servant, tliy care and diligence is goodandfaithfuisci- 
as agreeable to me as if thy ti;ast had. been grea^*<< yantj thou hast hecn 
cr; thou hast been <*vidciitly faithfulin a |'?-'thtul 
things i and /mu// in like manner prefer thee thoe^ruici overnlanv 
to a higher trust, and set thee over many more thiiyfs; enter thou 
valuable thing'! than these: in the'mean time, 
come to the entertaimntuit now prepared, and 
enter thou with thy companion into the joy of 
thy master. 

24 But he also who had received the oM,.talent,^ Then ho whi-'n 

came and said, with a sullen and glpOtliy coun-^ tldetiT^TanieV'^and 
tenauce, Sir, J-knew thee, that thou art a severe sai^ Lord, 1 ’ knew 
vian^ and that it is a'l very difficult thiqg^to Ihee thatthou artan 
please thee, since thou art so exact with thjf X'eZlI’iS'im 
servants, as even to think of reaping where thou sown, and gatuciins 
didst not sow, and of gathering whence thou i>a.>t m r 

hadst not scattered any thing that could he **‘^***'‘’ • 
taken up; requiring more ip mapyinstances than 
it is possible for tl^i^ jp do, be thejj'. ever so 

25careful; yi/idwiththi8"moughtJv‘35 And 1 u.^.^ . 1 . 

I concluded that,iH>j any, accident th>'money* 
should miscarry under, my' tQanagemeht, thou 
wouldst shewme no mercy ^»tmd,tjierefdre'/t*i<;«/ 
away, as soon as 1 had receirddix/g^/i/ii thy to* 


lent in the earth, iqa pi 


' IJe who had recchnl the 
This iiaay intimati; that m c aro ace>)unt 
Able for thr smaUesl advantages »ith- 
which we aro intru'^tf’d ; but it cannot 
, iniidy that they who harp received much 
will uidiiuirilv pass Uu'ir acuoifiat bcbt{ 
forjUjM 4oo plain in f.i<;t, that most of 
tJ’oK^Jsosc dignity, wfliilih, qnd 


l| Ilf s been very^"', 


(fivSktiili i^cilrtiiiiitiev of 
^vicil, shfittito fhrg^thcy fiAve either 
anj^^nthster'in heaven to serve, oi^aiiv 
fntare techotiing'to expect and many 
of them rhodhr themsajiicB much' inoro 
criminal than this wieked and dothfnf 
lenaat vboAtdia ^Unl in the en’l'i 



But the sbihful is condemned for his negligence. 0^1 
« * 
earth: lo, thShcthen sBCure ; SO that I liavetiow takt’n it up, and be- ,sec»^ 
ha^t that fi thine. [there] t/lou Hast tinne own again, and will »-lxv; 

^ find it to bt; the full sum 1 received. ' 

26 His lord an- j4nd hts Tfuister ancii'ei ing, miduvto him vfiih ^xv 
to him, ^ indignation, Thou ivickrd and slothful.^cr-^b 

and slothful servant, vanf, what a false and scandalous excuse is this, 
tiiou kncwcst that 1 and b<lw easily may it be ri’toried upon thee! Kor 
icdp *^ I if It were indeed, as thou malicioiislviavrst,and 
I iiavd not strawed. M<7 m oertw/that 1 was siich a tyranuK-al and 
unreasonable njau as thou hast described, evc'u 
that / reap where / did not sow, and expect to 
gather something up from vbhence I had not 
t scottfi^edit, thou mightcst cert'&iuly depend up¬ 
on it thai 1 should expect to reap where I had 
sowed, and to gather where 1 had scattered that 
which, in this instance, as well as the olher.s, 

'.>7 Thoii ylightest might have been am increasing seed. And27 
Jiimforeto havi-put fore, if thou hadst been afraid to employ it in 
niv lui.ijcy to trade, as these my faithful servants have done, 

.-It in\ coming ] tnoiL sHouldst have put wy mont'i) fo the oankers 
should haie received upon sufficient"security; and thus "when I camf 
Takc^'^thertoi'c ^ '*night at least have received mine o-jim icith the 
thJ tah'iit from him, comiuon interest. And then, turning to the at-28 
. 111(1 give It unto imn 4;endants, he said,i7fl/i'e ye therefore the talent 
which he, l^as thus abused from him, and i^ive it 
to him that has ttm talents, as a farther token of 
29 For unto mry my acceptance land favour. For 1 would !iu\e2y 
one that hath shall be all ftly scryants observc,' that I shall constantly 
guen, .md be shall t|n*« a mdxim in my behaviour, That to 

fiom him that bath that haUi^ ami diligently nnpiuvos 

nr.t shall betaken a- wlist he hath, more '^hall be given, and he shall 
have abuTuhneer hul him that hath not 
‘‘‘ ■ iin^Jroved it to any valuable’purposc, even ichat 

he kat^ hkdll be taken : (compare Mat. xiii. 
ivl2; Markiv. iZ5; Luk^viii. 18; xix.2G.) Such 
' 'unfaithfuf creatures tnust expect 10 be stripped 
of ail, and mot imagine tlfint I vtill perpetually 
suffer my trusts to^be abused, and my business 
oO And cait j-e tha to be neglected. Jtid, to deter others from:J0 
Z'ouS an idi^j and conduct, ca<;t ye the 

ihpre shall he weep- unprojilable'tervam^ Mmb naa so wickedly abused 
lug and giiafehing of my ^bodbessj, into if/ic'dreadful darkness whuh 
is without i and there, instead of the delight and 
joy to which my faithful seivants shall be intrp- 
duced, there shall be notliing but u'eeping and 
gnashing of the teeth, 'Now this hornbie^rk- * 
ness, to which vety parable refqrs, is no*hct 





392 , Reflectiom on the dxit^ of improving our . talents. 

SECT, than t!jt‘ dungeon of liqll; to which every un- 
cExv. faUliful servant must expect to be condemned 
*“*^^^111 that approaching day of general account: fail 
not ihert'lbrc to obseive and report what I now 
30 say, that it may give the alarm to all who need 
it. 


, IMPKOVEMFNT. 

Wjiat can excite us to a becoming care and activity in the 
duties of life, if wc are deaf to those various and important ino- 
ti\c:» which tins excellent jMt'abU suggests? We have each of 
us received our taltnfSj whether /ivc, or tvfo, or 07ie; and if we 
Maf hc/aith/ulf it matters not much under which of these classes wo. 
,xx'v. Jj fall. ()ur acceptance and reward will be proportionable to our 
uiligtMiecj tior will any be blamed because be lias not received 
five, though many will be copdemmtd for neglecting one. 

JJ) Yet a httlc while, and our Lord cmies to reckon nnlh us, and 
even now his eye is continually upon us. Let ns ask our own 
souls, with what temper, with what courage, with what clieer- 
fulness, shall we appear before him! Let us think of that ap- 
24 'pearance witli awe, but not with terror. Away with every un¬ 
just thought and reasoning, (with whatever artifice it be excus¬ 
ed, with whatever honourable name it be dignified,) that would 
, represent bun as a rigorous arid severe Master, and produce a 
servile dread, which would cut the sindwsof industry, and sink 
the soul into a sullen negligent despair. 

30 Whatever our particular snares in life may he, let us think.of 
xhe doom oi x{\c slothful servant, to awaken Qur souls, and to 
deter us from every degree of ufifaitijfufnpss. And, on the 
other hand, let ns often reflect on the unutterable transport 
which will oveiflow the breast of every retd Christian, when liis 
gracious Master shall oonde^end, in so honourable a marine r, to 
, coinmeinorato his honest, though atteinpts of service; 

2J, 23and shall say,‘ servant: thou, 

hast been faithful in afm thingSi -/ lawT moke^thee ruler over 
many things: enter thoit into the joy gf thy hkdi May that joy 
be tile gicat object of oqr hopesunapdrsOttsl and may our daily 
care .in the improvement of every talent lodged In our hands, be 
a token to us, that it will be surp afljd grc^T. 



iJhrist^ives a descripitm of the last judgment. 390 

•SECT. CLXVI. 

,Ckrist couludes this importmt discourse with a plain and affect¬ 
ing description of the last Judgment, and (f the different sen¬ 
tences then to k passed a?irf c.recuted on the righteous and the 
wicked. Mat. XXV. 3i, to the end, 

MAT XXV 31. 31- 

WiiKNthc Son of QtJll Lord, having hitherto described his last seci. 

^ man shall come coming 111 a parabolical manner, thought it chxvi. 
m hii glory, and all proper to Conclude his discourse with a plainer'*'’'^ 
him, tiien shall he sit accouiit of u, whicli might servfi as a key to 
upon the throne of many preceding passages ; and'he added, JV/ien^i 
Mi'j glory. _ jjjjjj. great and illustrious Person, whom you 
have so often heard of, and so well known, by 
the title of the Son ff man, shall come in all his 
final glor^,* in the most public honours ot his 
inexfiatorral kingdom, to whicli all things shall 
then be completely subjected ; (l Cor. xv. 25, 

28.) and all the holy angels, who have long 
been subjected''to hint as his ministering ser¬ 
vants, sliall come with him; then shall he sit 
upon his glorious and majestic throne, conspi¬ 
cuous in (he eyes of the whole world, as the 
./z And before him universal Jiidgp. And all themtUmsisl men, 3 
muo^audSiail "'^9 have lived '00 earth from'the remotest ages 
'Kpaidte. tiiom on« pf time, shall be assembled before him and 
iroin another, as a ftc shofl separate them from each other, act ord- 

diffident characters which he most 
^oaiA perfectly knows, with as much ease as a shep¬ 

herd separates the sheep wdiicli belong to Ins 
flock,/tw» /Ac‘which may he mingled with 
■ tiiem, and pl^cs them iii distinct coinpames. 

.'j And iiu Arid he sbaUfebthe sheep, t\ss^\$,i\iQx\g\\iam%,i 
,“tiiu! sheep on his }jj, will owh a's such, and whose cliaiac- 

ters resemble the innocence, meekness, and 
usefulness of that animal, on his right-hand, in 


•> When ike Son of man shall cam in hn 
ghnj, ] If we observe thocefitOTpondefite 
between llD'se words and ^kow in chap, 
vsiv 30, 31 (p 37.^), n may seem pro¬ 
bable, tiint Christ intended to teach hw 
disiiplts to conceive irf his,/frtlcwBiffjjj to, 
llie destruction of .rerii&aloni as .a kind 
of ernlilem of final appearance tojudg- 
men!i and eunsequentiy it will authorise 
us to use somr of the tests in thehniiiei 
dijpl'-r wlieii discoiiisiiig nf that great 
.t.id inripoilaiit day.—I ho|H' every read- 
<'i ill observe with wh,it Ui.i)esly and 
;iaiideni our Lord speaks of himself iii 
' " s-ctiti'i, which is one of the noblest 


instahees of tlie true sublime tiuit 1 li,-ivc 
aoy'frfaere rekdj and indeed few jias. 
'sflges, CToninthe sacred wntings thein- 
seFves, sdntft to eqiml it Methinks ue 
can liantly tread it without imagmiiig 
ourselves befc^e die awful tribunal it 
describes, 

Atl the nations shall be assembltil hefii e 
him ] Hud the notion which provjili.d 
among some later .Tews, that the flentiies 
should haieww part in the retiiireclwn, 
been .is old .isout Lprd's time, it is, e.ib.y 
to seej.tbcst' words might have hecn un¬ 
derstood as a diicct intended oppijsiti >u 
to It. . 



He will reward the righteous for their kindness to him 


SECT, token of his favour to them, and of the farther 
ctxvf. honours he will bestow upon them ; but the goats, 
that IS, the wicked, who are so offensive to him, 
XXV. that they may justly be ‘represented by goats, 

33 he shall place /(//, to intimate Ins dis> 

pleasure aganl<^t them, and their final removal 

• from amongst his people; nor shall thehaugh- 
ticst and mightiest sinner be able to resist that 
appointment by which he is placed in this situ¬ 
ation to avoid his sentence.® (Compare Ezek. 
xxxiv. 17, 1-8.) 

34 7'/ie7i, when by the ministry of the angelic 
attendants they are thus separated from each 
other, the great King of glory and of grace, 

' who presides over this grand solemnity, shall, 
with the most condescending endearment, sa^i/ 
to them an his fight-hond, Come, ye . blessed 
and favourite people of my Father, approach 
yet nearer to me, that, having been assessors 
with me in what yet remains of this day's awful 
prbccedings (1 Cor. vi, 3), you may go in with 
me to inherit the kingdom of holiness, glory, 
and jo}', appointed for your portion in the Di¬ 
vine purpose and decree, and prepared for you 
'^^from the foundation of the world. And I am 
now descended to receive you to this kingdom 
with all tlieso public marlts of approbation and 
honour; for 1 well remember your good deeds 
in the days of your flesh, and felt my own 
bowels refreshed by them, when / was hungiy, 
and ye gave me [/flod ] to eat; when I loas 
thirsfy, and ye caused me to drink; Vih^nlmas 
a stranger, took me pne of your 

36 own families; When \^7%yiiY(^k€df ’endye 
clothed me ; vvlien I cssis ikk, find ye hidked 
after me when I was shut up in the solitude, 
confinement, and affliction of apiison, 'andye 


rigbt-liaiKl, but the 
goats on the left. 


34 Then shall the 
King bay unto them 
on ]ii4 right-baiiil, 
Come, ye bkssed ot 
my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepar¬ 
ed for von from Ihf 
foundation of tin 
woild: 


35 For J was an 
hungered, and ye 
gave me meat. I w a^ 
thirsty, ami j'c gave 
me drink . I i\.ii> a 
f-traiigcr, .iiid yc 
took me m 


36 Naked, and yc 
clothed me. I was 
sick, and yc Msiiod 
me . I w ns in prison, 
and ye lame unto 
me, 


* I^or shall lUphaij|fbUesti»yiner,pfcp-3 

1 can nn.igmo no 
image than this; itdrld 

distinguished with siVbli'^'tiiKimiig pene¬ 
tration, and di-tnhutcd into two gralid 
classes, with a-> much caito, as sheep and 
goats aie latigi d by a shepherd in diOhr- 
ent companies.— rh( propriety with 
which our 1.4>rd speaks 4 .of the 

following uoids, by thp title of l/ie /ting 
is very observable ^ and it adds muilter- 
iiblo beauty to the condoseending words 
he is 1 (.presented >is speaking on this 
great ocrasion. 


tujt.fuk, sad Sf lootrd after me.] 
This seei^^'Clw exaetest sense of lunrui- 
4'it<rSi which in general signifies to 
Me tJfemetsmht and cate of any thing th.nt 
requires diligent inspection and attend- 
atitee : i(co(iipare Jam. i- 27, and Eisner, 
pbserv. Vol. 1, p. 117); and it strongly 
intimates that an attendance on the 
poorifi their iHness is a \cry acceptable 
charity i and this is what many may have 
an opportunity of doing who have very 
little money to spare. * “ ■ » 



But the wicked shall be punished for neglecting him. 395 

Cflwie kindly to condole with me in my suffev- su r. 
ings, and to reheve my necessities there. 

Then shall the righteous^ in humble amaze-' 


' 31 Then shall the _ _ _ _ 

md suy, Lrd,^ 

sai wc thee an hiih- wbat service were we ever capable of doing 
gerad, and fed i/iee* thec, that we can deserve such notice from thee ? 
dmik > fVhen did we ever see thee hungry^ and fed , 

^38 mwa saw we [thee f] or thirstyf and cattsed. [ihee\ to drink 9 
rhpc a sti.Mipcr, and Or when did we ever seethes in the destitute 38 
took Mcc in ’oi nak- condition of a strangerf and took [thee] in 9 or 
^ 39 ”or °wiiL saw naked^ and clothed [thee?] Or when did we ever 3 ^^ 
we thee sick, or rii see thcc sii'kf OT ill ptisoii, and fame to thee for 

relief? .We never saw thee^ blessed Lord, 

^ in such circumstances of distress, nor ever had 

an opportunity of shewing any such kindness to 


40 And the 
(Shall an 


thee, that thop shouidst now distinguish us iii 
such manrfer, and spc$ik so honourably of the 
service we have done Jhcc, 

King And the King, answering with renewed con- 40 

, descension from bis exalted throne, shall not 

«nto them, Voruy I,,. , , _ ni’i 

^ay iiuio 3 on, la as tlisdain to say wdo them, I well know that ye 
min'iiabvch.ivedone abounded iix sucb kind and, compassionate ac- 
uimt.) one of the least jj ^ the necessitous aiid afflicted saints around 

of fht sc inv hrelhreu, i <» r ' r i 

31 havt done it unto >'00 : and vcriiy 1 say itntoyoUi In as much as 
■I * ye did [iV] itnto one ofdke least and poorest oj 

these my dear brethren^ wlio now stand willi you 
in this happy company, in effect did \it] to 
me :* apd 1 declare it in tnc face of all the world, 
That 1 take and reward it as if 1 had been re¬ 
lieved in person, and joyfully welcome you to 
that Hless^tt world, wliere you shall be for ever 
reaping, the iiarvest of diese labours of love. 

41 Then siniii he TAen, faithful servants are thus ac- ii 

r S'""®** »*««‘'t«m an(l saj/also 

fiom niL, yq nirscd, to them on the'left hand, Jieport from me ye 
mil) cM*tas,ting c'umd^and detestable creatpres, tVifo /Adagoiiies 

fiVai^Jinf m/ds that and unquenchable/iVe, which 

1 an ) b 11 . originally prepared for the devil and his an- 

whose companions you must for ever be 
was laj^dna of hcopror ^apd despair. And ye 42 

.c,an]:io]; hut know in your ^wnchnAclences that ye 


4'2 For I 


• Ye (lid i*' to me 1 ' That' alms-deeds. 
bhuuld b^^ehtemljPi'Pd with j;»(>cullar rij- 
^aid inUjh.diiy of judginy^nt, was a no¬ 
tion that early pinaikil'dinongthejowis, 
ai) up|}£:ar-i li)' tjip Ciialdco Paraphrase on 
I'Ici’li's. 1 *. 7. which bears a remarkable 
•«iblnnce totbei>c words of Christ, and 
» Kiis-lit perhaps be an imitation oi them 
' Medi*’!) Works, p. 81. 


' t riVparedfor (he dciil and his an"eh j 
I'here «• a reitiarkahle diliorcnee betiveen 
Our Lord’s expression here, dpil in i er 34 
'i'here th« kingdom ia said to liaic brcn 
prepniedfor the righteous from the fo indutian 
of the ionrkt'f whcrea'i^ere tlieeioi lasting 
fire IS not said to hiwe been picfand fc- 
the bi\t/w Ihf dml arm hn tn^'i 1. 

Comji.irHf Roin. i\. 99, 





396 ; What is done to the brethren he regards as done to himself. 

SEcr. well deserve it; /or I was hungry^ and ye JfaJhMnycred, and ye 
CLxvi not ^ivt me so much as bread to eat ; 1 was thirs- t” rsty, and^ye 
ty, and ye did mt give me so inoch as water to g»vt me no'dnnk. 
"sk^A^drink; I was wandering among you as a poor *3 ^ was a stran 
helpless take me tit a- 

niong your domestics and guests; I was etotbedmenot. srek, 
and ye did not clothe me; 1 was sicky and in pri- ^ pnsem, and yo 
son, and ye did not look after me, or do any "®*' 

thing at all for iny relief* 

4 ^ Then shall they aUo anrwer and say unto him ,* 44 Then shall t»py 
Ijord, we are surprised at so strange a charge, answer him, say- 
and cannot apprehend ourselves liable to it; for «e thee an hungered, 
when did we ever see thee hungry, or thirsty, or athirst, or a stran- 
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in jn'ison, and^did'^not 
and did not to the best of onr abilities minister minister mito thc"^ 
to ilhee i If wc had ever seen thee in distress, 
we would not have neglected to relieve thee; 
but we had never any opportunity of doing it. 

d5 M\d then shalUie answer them, saying, Terily 45 Then shall ho 
J say unto you,-And dadara it in the most so- 
lemn manner, Tliat inasmuch as ye did [it] not ,,.,'ni„oh°a*^ 
to one.oj the least <f these once necessitous) ye<tid jinot to one 
though now trumiphant saints, who dwelt among ‘ifthu least of these, 

1 I j' I ■ / G ye did ti not to me. 

you on earth,, and neededvour assistance, ye (ltd 
[If] not to me; and I justly thought tnysdf ne* 
glected and injured when yon shut up the 
bowels of } our co«ii!|>assion towards them. 

(6 And so, to conclude ail, these luisemble 4f) And thot.r simii 
wretches, notwithstanding all the excuses they f* 
can urge,.yMZjfo away into a mpst dreadful 
state of evei'lastitrg punishment; bul the nJ^’Aff- lifeetenwi 
oils, through the abundant grace of God mani<^ 
fested by his Soq, shall enter inio^ everlasting 
hje and thus tfte great Close jil the 

eternal happiness Oi’ misery of eVery human 
creature who has ever lived on thip face .df this ■ 
earth, ’ 


I Thtn Ml ihfij &ctj TP«r- 

haps it ntdy only iutiiiial^t^ Shiifi Int' 
the laiigiiagc of Uieir Cbrfst 

ptri'civ.uif, will reply to’iR*''I sefi 00 ne- 
cvsity fur siipposnig they sball acttial- 
]y plead thiiS. M ukitudOawiU 00 doubt 
icinrnihei- they liaic often Iteard what re¬ 
ply >i'll Im! made to 
^laat that none who iit hc(% may be 


in of tliose to vboni it will 

be > * 

b £aerttttihig p^tmikment, — eterlasting 
/!(/>.] word (wwwov IS the 

Mine in both ^tlaoes, T tlraught it proper 
to use the ao»« ward in 'the translation 
of bulb;, end mUersUe ho they that Aw 
venture tboir sQuIs on ite signify,,iqf a 1:- 
mtted duratjoa in either. 



Rejections on the sentence he xvill pass on the tvickcd; 


^ IMPROVFMKNT. 

. Let ns now behold, with an attentive eye, and a solicitous sect. 
heart, the end of aft the Ikiing; that awful scene, in whu*b ctwi. 
the various dtspensations of God to mankind shall terminate in 
the solemn day, when the, Son of man shall come in his gt ry, and xxv.sj 
sit on his magnificent throne. All nations and peo{)Io Mall 
assembled before him, we must make up a part of the assem¬ 
bly The ilieep and the goals must then be separated: and, O 
my soul, amongst uhich wilt thou tlien be numbered? Is there 
an inquiry, is there a care of greater, of equal, of comparable 
importance? 

Let view the sentence we must shortly hear, as he who will 
himself pronounce it has been pleased to give us a copy of it.— 

Can we conceive any thing more dreadful than that which shall 41 
be passed on those on the (eft hand? To be driven from the pre¬ 
sence of Christ as accursed, ami to be consigned over tto a de¬ 
vouring fire! and this not only to the tortures of a moment, or 
an hour, (as in some painful executions that have been known 
hero,) but to everluyfing fire, yea to fire prepared Jor the devil ■ 
and lu\ onqets, whcie t'ley will bo perpetual companions, and 
perpetual tormenfors! Sliould not the thought that he i-s in 
danger, in hourly danger, of being sealed up under this sen¬ 
tence, awaken the most stujiid ''inner, and engage him eagerly 
to cry out, What shaH I do to be saved? - And on whom is this 42 , 4 ;: 
sentence passed? Let us attentively observe it! Not merely on 
the most gross and abandoned sinner^, but on those who Lave 
lived in an habitual neglect ot their duty : not merely on those 
who have ravaged and fiersecuted the saints, (though surely 
their furnace will be heated seven times hotter than that of 
others,) but even on those who have neglected to relieve them. 

On the other hand, let us seriously rcHect what it will be, to 
be owned by Christ before the assembled world; and to hear 
him saying with a sweet smile, and with a vofee of harmony and 
love, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre-z^ 
pared for you Jrom the Joundittion oj the world How infinite is 

the love that prepared that kingdom fur us before we had a be¬ 
ing! how ricli the blood that purchased it! how overfiowing the 
grace that bestows it on such mean, such undeserving creatures! 

Bless the Lori, 0 our souls! in the prc^'^ct of it. Let men 
curse, 0 Lord, if thqu wilt thus bless: (Psal. cix. 28 .) Let them 
load our names with infamy, if thou wilt adorn them with such 
glory; let all the kingdoms of the earth, and all the pomp of 
them,’be despjs(.'d and trampled under foot, when ofFered as an 
equivalent for this infinitely more glorious kingdom. 

Let us attentively observe the character of those who are to33^'^^ 
deceive it. They are the Useful, and the bcnavoleiit souls: such 



3 ^ and on his favour lo tM righteous in the judgment-day. 


sRcr. as have Iwed the Lord Jesus Christ, not only in his name, and 

ctxvi. ordinances, and promises, biit have loved him in his laws, and in 
Aw jPfrop/e too; and have known him in those humble forms in 
which he has been pleased, as it were by proxy, to appear 
among ns. I was himpy, and ye fed vie; thirsty, and ye gave 
me drink, &c.; for in as muck as ye did it to one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye did it unto me. Amazing words! that the 
meanest saint should be owned by the King of glory as one of 
his brethren! Irresistible argument to those that do indeed be¬ 
lieve these words, to stir them up to abound in every good word 
andreork! Under this impression, methinks, instead of 
ourselves from those who should be to us as our own fesh by 
virtue of our common union to him, we should not only heark¬ 
en to their entreaties, but even search them out in those corners 
to which modest want may sometimes retire, and cast about in 
our thoughts how we may secure any happy opportunity of re¬ 
lieving some floor saint, for their sakes, and for their Master's, 
and even/or our ou n. What if Christ came to us in person , as 
a poor helpless 5/rffWj;'’cr® What if we saw him destitute of food 
and raiment, or in want of any other necessaries of life ? Should 
we not contend for it as an honour which of us should receive 
him info our houses, which of us should entertain him at our 
table, which of us should even strip ourselves of our clothing 
to give it lo him ? And yet he tells us, that he is in efl’ect with 
with us in his poor members; and we invent a thousand cold ex¬ 
cuses for neglecting to assist him, and send our compassion¬ 
ate Saviour away empty. Is this the temper of a Christian ^ 
Is this the temper in which we should wish to be found at the 
judgment-day ? 

44,45 But we know not 6Vi77.if/in this disguise. Neither did these 
unhappy creatures on the left hand know him: they arc surpris¬ 
ed to be told of such a thing; and yet are represented as f^e- 
risliing for it. Away theretpre with, all those religious hopes, 
(vainly so called,) wliich leai'ettite l^eart hardened, and the hand 
contracted from good works! If ne shut up the bowels of com¬ 
passion from our brethren, how dwclteth the Iwe of God in us ? 
(1 John in. n ) Or to what doth thekwc of Christ constrain us, 
if It be not to the exercise of gratitude to him, and tlie offices 
of cheerful and active friendship to those whopi he now owns as 
( his brethren, and wh^'he wifi not be ashamed to call so in the 
, midst of his highest triumph ? Blessed Jems, how munificent art 
, thou! and what a fund oi charity didst thou lay lip in the very 
j words which are now before us! In ail ages since they were 
spoken, how mi\x\y hungry hast thou /cd, how many nulced hast 
thou clothed, how many calamitous creatures hast thou relieved 
fiy them ! IMay they he writUii tlci*|) in ou^ hearts; that the joy 
with winch we shall finally meet thee, may be increased by 
{.’(li’Lt of tins day’s meditation I 



'. Th^ passover was now within livo daps. 


,3i)0 


; SECT. CLXVIL 

‘T'hf, Jewish riders consult hqw they might take Christ^ and Judas 
agrees with them to deliver him privately into their hamls. 
Mat. XXVI 1—5. 14—16. Mark XIV. 1, 2, 10, 11. Luke 
XXI. 37, to the end. XXII. 1—6. 


I i)Kt X\'I. 67. 

D 111 the day- 
tiniclic «f.is teacii- 
ini; III the temple, atul 
:it mulit he went out, 
.ind jhnde m the 
iiioiiiil llidf IS eallod 
i\t' muni ol OliM's. 


's and all the pcr». 
pic e.iuu- earlv III the 
Ill'll 11111^ to hiin in 
the temple, fui to 
he ir him 


Tiii.fc XXII. 1. 
Now the li ast of iin- 
(e.iseiicJ hi'c.iil drew 
nil'll, uhii h lb iMlIed 
the p.i<!si)\ei fondj 
w IS atUr t«o days. 
fM.Ilk MV 1.—] 

IVUi XXVT. I. 
And it came to pass, 
when .fesiis had li- 
iiisheil all these nuv 
mgs, he said unto his 
disciples, 

‘2 Ye know that 
aflei two days is tie 
leaU or the passuter, 
and the Son of man 


I.UKE XXI. 37. 

'I^^HUS our Lord ended bis diiscourses on t!jis 
subject on the third day of the week in 
which he suffered ; and thus he was gctieraliy 
employed from the time of his public entry into 
Jerusalem, to his last passover: he ms teach¬ 
ing by dap in the temple^ and at night he went 
oMf or the city, and lodged at the mount called 
[the mount] of (Hives, in the neighbourhood of 
which Bethany lay; in tlie retirement of which, 
particularly in the garden of Gethsemane, he 
often spent a considerable part of the night; he- 
inp, dcMrons to secure that only season of soli¬ 
tude, that he might prepare himself for his ap- 
proaeliing sufferings by a proper senes of extra¬ 
ordinary devotion. And as soon as it w'as light, 
he returned to the city; and all the people came 
early in the morning to him in the temple, that 
they might thus lay hold of every opportunity 
to hear him ; and lie was solicitous not to lose 
any time that might be improved for so profit¬ 
able a purpose. 

Now it may not be improper here to observe, 
that thejeast of unleavened bread, which was 
commonly called the passover, drew neas', [and J 
was celebrated within two daps after our Lord 
had delivered the jirophecies and admonitions 
so largely recorded above.* 

And It came to pass, that when Jesus had 
Jinished all these discourses, and tlie appointed 
hour for Ids sulleriogs was now at hand, he saul 
to his disciples, Ye knowjHat after two daps the 
passover eometh ; and in the pUine.st terms I now 
assure you the Son of man is then to be betray¬ 
ed to his inveterate enemies, that, according to 


sr.cT. 

CLWII. 


Luke 
XXL 57 
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Luke 
XYll I 


Mat. 

i, 1 


* /u'o ilai/s I apprehend that which was pist two days licfoio the pas- 

tlie pri'i'i'dinif discouisc^ (from iioct.oli.) ohal l.iiiih was cattii.—I do not Imd th.sf 
wcTt'ilclivonidoii lhcX‘>®^d.iv olthcwcck anyol thotian.iictnmsof the Wi'(lnc".(l.iv 
U'which lie" siiffi.rcd, anil lie jiruhaUly .up leconlcd hcbj^t.s the general at C(i‘i!ii 
j icrnl ! tip follow mg wouls that evening, giicuabive 



^ ' I 

4Q!&‘ 'And'the Jeidsh rulers consult how the^ might takehifn- 

SECT, what I have often told you, (Mat. xvi. 21. and is i>etrayed to be cm. 
ctxvii. XX. 18, 19.) he may be put into the hands 

sinful men to bt crueijied: prepare yourselves 
xxvV2for that tryin” season, that.you may 
« not be hurried into any thing which you may 
afterwards have reason to repent. 

Then that very evening the cln^ priests of 3 Thea assembled 
every class, and others employed in distinguish- 
ed services in the temple, together with the scniWami the eiders 
scribes, and the other r/rferrA' of the people, who of the people, vmto 
were members of the grand sanhedrim, palace i>t the 

together, not indeed in the temple, where they cafieir"** CaTapiu"* 
usually met, but at the paJace of the high-piiest, [Maik xiv. — i. — 
who ms then called Caiaphas ; (as w'as observed ***• *^-~l' 

4 before, John xi. '19, p. 262.) Jml there theij 4 And consulted 
entered into a secret conspiracy, and consulted 

how they might privately take Jesm /ij/ some [yjaud’put'hTm tJ 
artifice, without giving an alarm to his friends, de.atii.] [Markxiv — 
and might pul him to death as soon as possible, xxn.—] 

which one wav or other they were determined 

5 to do. But they had such an apprehension of j But they «;.iid, 
his interest in the people, that some of them 

were rather for delaying it, and said. It will be loaVa^Lj Um pT- 
ntore advisable to wait till alter the passover, pie [Luke, Lh tht y 
and not to attempt to seize him at the feast, the people ] 

while tliere is such a concourse in the city from j' 

ail parts; lest the design that we have formed 
against him should be discovered, and consider¬ 
ing how popular ho is, there should be a tumult 
raised among the people, either to rescue him 
from our I^nds, or to revenge his death. Such 
Were the cautious sentiments of some among 
them; for they feared the people; but others 
pushed the matter on with'gSreater' fbrwardness 
and zeal, and wore by no mcaMs for deferring it; 
to which at length the rest agreed, updii finding 
' a more favourable opportunity than tjiey ex¬ 
pected, offering itself through’the treachery of 
Judas. 

Luke For Mra, Just at tli^tj-very junetui’c of tinno, Lukb \xn. 
xxu. 3 by Divine permission,/^(Aw, pifru emend .smaw 

who was also called Iscmdot, and was (as wc ob- i^rimtcinrrS 
served before) one of the mmiber of the twelve the number of the 
apostles who were cho.sen by our Lord from the tvwive: [Mnt. xwi. 
rest of Ins disciplhs to the most honourable Markxiv. in—j 
titj.5t as well as the most endearing intitria- 



Jil4asJ:o^^s to thiint M 
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cy: *' and as this malignant spi/it bad before,su|* 4g<xr.;' 
g{‘sted to him the horrid design of betraying bis 
Master, he now strongly impressed bis iinnd'^'^ 
that during his retirement heibight easily find 
' conveuiient time for executing it^'and migHi be ’' 
sure of being well rewarded for it by the .iileps* 

4 An i he Ttputhi* of the Jews. Artdy under this impre.ssif)n, ht ira-4 

. - - - - ^ 

•w 


IlXM 


•* an.j tie tiphi ni‘ oi tue Jews, y/wfl, uiiatT tins impre.ssion, ne ira 
tvay fiiiJ comrnuiicii „jcjiat{.iy from Christ and h s coin- 

an.lrapiams.hoivhc P^ny to tin* liousc oi Ca)a:ihas, whom he kneH 
iijif.iitltciia>hiniiiii- to bc u most inveterate enemy to hjs master; 
tottjem: fjMat. \\^\ haviiip fouiul means of introducing: himself, 
10 ,] anil cornmuiiieating is general design, he con- 

lersed 'iCilh ihe chief priests and captains of ihe 
temple, who were not >et gone away, and de¬ 
liberated how he mi^hl vvith the greatest conve- 
>iAi xx\f. 1 .) iiience and .security Ai/« And 

- -‘‘.lidsaid sordid wrcich proposed it with a cove 

iwiiidpiiver View, bcrure he would coiim to any agree- 
‘iiiu uiiio yoii> ment with them, he said, without the ie.i&t ao- 
jiearanet: of shame or remorse, ll'hat are pou 
iciilini> logke me, and J %ill undertake to<4^- 
liver him to ^uu at a Lime and place in which 
}Oii may eih’ctuallv securv! him without the 
dunper of giving aii} alarm to the people.'' 

Mark m\ n._ And when thcuhL‘anl\v,'snm\} 0 '-,\\\,\\ws tliouirlit 
luMid ii, th.y wtn- \}^i '^''y practicable; and / cjj were plad o\ so 
gl.nl, and proiiiiid uliexpcot d an orf'er Irom one pfh's own rl m- 
I'l triM'linn inoiicv. pJes to facilitate their uieaMire.s; aWtlieielore 

I d with lum lortlur "> gctK’ral toprve aim a turn ol 

i\ piece, ot siiitr.] liionepy ds .1 reward for that soivice, and at Iasi 
I vi.it. x\M —15 iij^.y expressly aarctd ititli him for thint/ pieces 

1 like XXll i I / r r ,* ,.1 1 '■ 1 i" 

' oj yihery wtiicli was the jjrice to lie p.iid lor a 
slave who had been slam, (^ee K.\oJ..\\i. ;;j:) 
and as they proposed it to e.xprcss 'ihetr con¬ 
tempt ot Jesus, $0 God perniitted JiiJas, cuve- 
tou" as he was,* to acquiesce in that mean and 
trilling Miin, (ihongh he might l as.iv nave rais¬ 
ed it higher,) thiii thus the projilu i v m glit be 
fulfilled in wiiich it had been p.ii ticulaii^ s[)e- 
cifictl, (See Zech. xi. li, n.) 


iJ 


AI.uk 

MV n 


” (Jnr (\f Hie number of tne tnehe, kr ] 
Tins * .1-1 a fircinnstsrnce of sutli high !■};• 
g>.a\Atijiu, tluU, it is ob£eoable, caoii of 
tin i\iV^ol'«ls baih.maikcd ii out in 
this Mt'ttr. ' Coiniiaio wiiii thosi’ [d.u'Cs 
I olio M. 71. V ol I. p. 4j 
‘ ///ll'l/ pirte, of jl/liV.] A 'l.'iM' was 
\fJl II » 


rated by tbn law at Ihnty xheke's -jf sil¬ 
ver, uliK'h. if we reckon tlv in .u lnl‘ a 
mown twhicli is cil t-i lim-b.-eti 

abiiiit rhiiii rcdl -al-c, nmi> ntL-d in no 
nioie than 'n'CC po-'n-ls lir-cc i sb linj^s 
of ('ll! linin' V, agviodli nci iIm' In- 1 ,.'". 
pn/ed at of thmii. Z< - ti. m I 

n 



/jj’piwwrftotakeapunciiial car«inthe 
^vit aflkiv; ami acCyrdingly//‘o/ir* that time !ic clili- 
I'cntly sought a jirfopcr opportunity to betray him 
^u/ifa fhenij tbat'ibo might come upon Inm pri- 
' vately, and apprehend liim in the ahserbi;e of the 
multitude: nor was it long before this happen¬ 
ed, as we sliaii quickly relate in its place. 


Lukb XXII. 6 
And he promi'eJ, 
Bill) rtVoin that tiuiej' 
soiij^ht oppoi tnnity 
to iictra\ him imto 
thtin in the a'lnencc 
of the miiltitkide. 
I Mat xwi. 16 Mark 
XU'.—n I 


Mat 

'.X\l 


IMPIlOVFMtNT. 

i\T *^37 what iinreinitting vigour the'great author and 

finisher of our faith pressed forward touanL the mark, and how 
he qnickeoetl his jiacc, as he so'^f the dry approaching ; spending 
iu devotidii the greate>.t part of the nip^ht, wliic! 'iceeeded to his 
most laborious davs, and resinning his work early in the morn- 
'>'^inp! How much happier wove his disciples \n liiese eat !y lec¬ 
tures, than the slumberSi of the morning eonbl b \e made them 
on their beds! I .et ii'* not scruple to deny onrselvot the indulgence 
of uniic’cessary >lee|), that we may come morning after morninp 
to place oiir-elies at bis feet, and lose no opportunity t)f rceei\- 
ing the iiistnietions of lus wonl, and seeking tbon* of bi-, Spirit. 

Hut wdiile bis gracious heart was thus intent on doing good, the 
chiif priests and rulers if the people wert; no less intent on niis- 
'J’ebier and murder. They took counsel together hove they might 
^ put him in diatli : They set upon ins bead \ hc price of a slare, 
and fnul nu apostle base enongli to accept it. Hlnsli, 0 ye heu- 
’i CUH, to base been witness to this ; iml lx* ashamed, 0 earth, to 
have supported so infamou'. a creatine! Vettbi' w . .the man wlm, 
but a few days before was the forer’ost to appeal as an advocate 
for the poor, and to censure the pious ^cal of .Mary, which our 
, Lord vindicated and applauded. ' bn xii. J - f', JTO, UTT ) Let 
the fatal proofs ol his covetous disposition, instigated hv Solan, 
marked with abbonenco and terror; and if we see t'lis base 
I-, Gprinciplojiarboured in the brpasts of .those who call tliemseUcs 
tbe disciples and ministers nf’Christ, let us not wonder, if by 
God’s righteous judgment they*are given up tp those c.\ce.s''es of 
it which bring npou them lasting iniumy and endless perdition. 

vSECT. CLXVIII. 

Christ, having directed his disciples where to prepare the passener 
for him, comes to Jerusalem for the last time before his diath, 
and sits down with them to the cekhratimi ^ it,. Mwt, XXVU 
. J7— 20. Mark XIV. 12—17. Luke XXII. 7—18,, ,, John 

XIII. 1. > 

r , bto XXII. 7. - LrKEXXTI.7. 

^'OJl after this infamous bargain Which Jir- 'J'hen came tiu 
das made with the chief priests to betray 


xxir 



■t And 

h'.s di!ii'ipU<.l 


Jesiis sends^^heoMf his disciples''to preph^ ih&'^pahotidi^ 

f first] day of uniea- into their Jiaiids bis innocent and Divinfe Master, sMt* 

ihe'pabs^^ermul^bfi Week, before the 

killed. (Mat, xxvi iog when the Prst day of unleavened bread camey*^ '"JT^ 
n,—Maik \iv 1 - 2 .] in whichy according to the precept of the lav!f,xxil^' 
which'had expressly limited the time of it, the 
passover must be kilkdy or the paschal lamb be 
skin, in commemoration of the Israelites being 
preserved from the destroying angel, and deli¬ 
vered out of F,gypt, Jesus determined to keep 
'[v? Foi* passover with his disciples. Andy that he*8 
if rand,Join, .’viufr, •tuglit ill R duc 'uaiiner Celebrate it with them, 

<.o and impair- n*. fie sent ttpo oj kis di^cipleSy Peter and Johny 
thHpaxsovt’r.tii,.' place where he had spent the night 

i-j herore m retirement with them,rt«a Jdita, uo to 

y .\nd thev ' d Jerusalem, and prepare the passoverfor wr, that • 

X*u tliat 'Vn 'k once mote eat [<V] together. 

::o !ind/pMVdrc [for they said unto him, Lord, we are ready 9 

iiioc i(ip.it iho pass- to perform the charge, and that we maj’ be un- 
j-Ji uncertainty as to the place, only desire 

10 And heVaidiirl- ^^ou woiildcst particularly tell us, fVherej or at 
to thorn, (do into thp what house ivUt thou htive us go and prepare 
nty toMiph a maii,yyj. rating the pussover with us'. 

- p^L’cnt^id^I^o ihem,-\ will give you a sign, lo ' 

riu' ( jty, theie shall wlucli shall piit the matter out of doubt: Go di- 
.» man nnxit von, rectly into the city to such a one as 1 will point 

iiX*n fonou in Ifc/iold, as soon as ever you are 

ink. thiriiiiu- will-, e : I id into the fity, a man^cill meet you m \he 
hccninrethiii. (lilt j,treeL a pitcher of water in his hand; 

'-’'i'j ‘‘‘■kxn inimedviUely into the house u'here he 

11 And (M.iik, cfner’s: for * know it will be a place vciy fit for 
will M-- 1 .\ur hf jjiaii opr accommodation.'' And whensoever heW 


* The fii\l (h>j of un'tn 'fnedhreitdcoine,\ 
I'fauir is no luorn to (piesUou that the 
time nlien (inlit sent his disoipled to 
viopiu' tiui pa-i-jover was on ilio I'huis- 
ri.!!-^ ol the week in which he sullered, 
iiid ihiiuiiJi the first day ui iiiiicaieiied 
hi cad, most strictly so cn I ltd, was the 
lific( iiLii day otNisan, and began with 
the evening that the passover was oaten, 
\( t It is not improbable, that I he evange¬ 
lists might soincMinut sycak according 
to the usual way of reckoning days 
among other nations; and'so, us the use 
(if leaven among therh was to cease by 
siin-swf^at farthe^l and they were obliged 
to t.rt'fticii Slipper, which was the chief 
nii'.il, with nnh-avened cakes, it might 
na'iii.il) V cnniigh be called b\ tin- numc, 
'■ / VI ,u mil mi-ff y„u, jk( I A .*''ainiicl 


hating anointed Saul, for (he conl'irma- 
tioii of Ins faith gate him setcial jiic- 
dictiuns rel.itmg to some very contin¬ 
gent occurrences he was to meet with in 
bis jntirney, (see 1 Sam. x. '2—7.) so our 
Loid -evnis by these predictions to hate 
intoDded the same v ith n gard to his dis¬ 
ciples, and also to '^ive them .a mostun- 
portaiit hint, th.it lie foresaw all the par¬ 
ticular Circnmstanoes which weie to bc- 
fal him at Jerus-Uem when lie went up 
thither fur the next and last time before 
Ills suffcilugs..—’’Pile sendin.g them to Je¬ 
rusalem in this tnauner seerns to inti- 
mate, that he did not go thiiher himself 
that morning, so that it is very probable 
be spent most of Uip day lu irtiremcnl 
for iiiedilation aud prayer. 



‘ioM “They^fhida roomh^1it§ dirt'Mbn^ a^td rdMyihh*e.' 

' I*''' 

sav to ihti master of the fami- ff“ ‘"1 s^iaJi say 
»H ly. We‘are come to thee with a messafre from ’?iic 

Jesus the Imcner; and he says to thee, by us, Master sa th uaw 
W|i. y»y time is now very ueai\’^ aiid hefoiv, I make ‘hee, ,My .ime is at 
;' nu*y Jast remove I vi:ilt cckhrafe the t^ssaver at ll®"** *"’*** ,'‘®5P 
;■ thyhause: where twu is the d)mng-ro>-’m^ or fiong^.j where « 

/- what convenient chamber iiast thou to spare, U'® guesu hamber, 

' adhere I may come and eat the pah'iover with * ^*'**'' '‘aithe 
; my diocipUs, and be secure from t-ie intcrrnj)- ci.ics > [Mat. xwi. 
IStron of any ot.'ier company ’ j-Jiid upon this —18 Maikxn I4 j 
he will take you unstaus, and shewy ua lanre ol'aia^ 
upper room, which will conveniently hold us an; pt-^iooin^i^'nibhed 
and you will find it furnished \v;th ail proper [rfiulpiepsrc'd jthtr<' 
i^tGUbiUf and prepared by all necea.sary circnm- \iv^ i 5 °l ^ 
'SUiUCcs of purification of every kind, so as to 
1 ) 6 ,, on th^.whole, in very* good order: there 
provhle the unleavened bread, the lamb, and 
i the bitter herbs, and maie all tliin};s ready fm' 
t' US airainst the time of our coming ; for we shall 
be able to (itul the huiise without any direction 
from you.'^ 

after he had given these particular in- ^T\rk u 
^- structions to his two disciples, they went out J^i.^ndcamc 
iVolti tliencc, and came into the city, and found mto the city, ami 
tlie man carrying ihe water, whom they tollow- fo md as he had !.ai(i 
ed into a hou.'.e,.where rlieic wa.s, just as he had [Xd ^I»s™Jcsul^ ^lud 
said to them, a commodious dming-rooni at ii- appointed thorn,]and 
herty, and well furnished : and as ilie master of wade read)’ the pas- 
thc, house was free to let them Ji.ivc it, they did 
f as Jesus hud appointed them, and made the pass- 
■ ^ojxr ready against the time when he should 
^cJtne to eat it. ^ 

17 fnd in the evening when tke^ ftcpp^^ b&Ur for ^vinmA’i 

eating the passover a-'trs comej^Ac^^ckfi^e directly the hour > 4 as come,] 
to the house whore his me.sscngers were, and sat hf fometh, [anfl'sat 
down to the table with all the twche li-ukc, apor. 

aroiiud him, to taste (accoirding to the usage ties,.] [.Mat.’ sxm 


My t.mc IS near.] I’vety liody knew 
tliat the time foresting the'|^.Sd^’Cl^tvati 
near; foi that thc.se woidg dtuktbe sttp- 
posid to have a farther view. And I am 
tbeRcforc re, dy tobclievertiiatthc owiy'r 
d/ this hoiiso, to whom o«T' Lhrd lient 
tins message by the name of the teacher, 
might be a pcr.son wlio, (t^^ygh unknown 
to Peter and John) a as in hU heart at 
least a disciple of Chrut; and our J.ord 
might give this intimation, ^hat it nas 
to be a time of nioiu than ordinary iiii- 
port.tuic til him, that it might he sonic 


secret support to this qiain’s faith under 
thht violent shock it was soon to receive 
by hi3 approanbmg sufTerings. 

A W« mali be wbitk to find the house, 
6Mne pirvph«uy gift ^bivli en¬ 
abled Christ to predict,these circ^Juistan- 
ccs, would, no doubt, guide him i^Uier, 
and it IS a beautiful modestv tp tbe sa¬ 
cred historian only to hint ubliquclv at 
,it: bul I apprehend it.the part of apara- 
phrast to set these ^httieuiars iiiafuUc' 
and stioiiger light.< 



lie comes, in ^eu^t with 

20. Luke ^3 of tlios^ days) the unl^vened bread,’ and t|je 

NowVfcfw-ethtJ feast **?*'*'?*» before thc jamb'was serred np,"^ 
oftiwpassover.when i^otv It Is here, to DC observed, that before bo 
Jesus knew tiwt his b'-gan to eat the feast of the pdssoveVf as Jesus xU%i 

hr.hmJd"d2pa’ii^llut fhattius hur was come when he should^ 
uf tins world witfi part jf’om this calamitous world, in which lie 
the Father, iiaviiig had sojourned for atvhilcj to return to the bosom 
"ihe’r.^w hrw'Mch iic orij;ina)ly dwelt, he 

he loteil them unto ^as sol.citous to order every circumsfjanee <jf 
the end. his coiujiict III this last iiitcrcoiirse t^ith his dU- 

ciplcs, so as might most effectually promote- 
tliejr edification and comfort, and make it clear- , 
ly ma^lfo^t, that huiwg always tenderly loved 
his own that wii'c in the world, he hved them in 
■ the most perh et manner, even to the end of his 
hle,^ and p-ould d,ecinie nothing W'^hicb might \ 
be for their advantage. * 

Tiur. xxir. 1 .) //nd, to expiess the fervency and strength of 

And he said unto tinj, alfectioi), he said to them, as they sat togc-'''’^*’' 

hawdeu-d to eat hronglit HI, I assuic 

iiassovrr with vou that 1 kavc 7no\tcamcstlj/ di sired to eat this 
passovu' with you, though 1 know it will be the 


*To ta'-tc the uuleatcni d hrr.'Ml, &c.] 
1 must luT^' entreat my icad r, it h>‘ has 
an opportunity, to cOiisult Ai swoiill's 
cx.’ellcnt Note on Kxod. xii 8, where he 
h.is eulected from autheniu Jewish 
wnti-rathe best aoo'.unt I have any wheie 
seen in so little room, of the vaugr's 
ceicmonit's with wheh the passover was 
Piiten, by which the subsequent story 
1 ' "really illustrated. Among othe.s, 
tl.c following eiTcunutancis should be 
recullo led .—That the master ot the 
family began the feast with a cup of 
wine, which, having solemnly 
th.it IS, having adorpil the name of<f)wa 
over It, he divided among the g'u^ts, 
([like x\ii. n.) and afterwards washed 
Ins hands —'I hen the supper began with' 
the unicav ened bread apd bitter berb^, 
which, wtieii the master and the rest of 
the company had ta i«d, one of the younger 
persons presbat, generally a chiM^ asked 
the reason‘of tvh,rL was peculiar in that 
feast, (according to CgdO. xi). 26. which 
introduced the haggadab, that i*. the 
sbfyving forth, or declarauon of it; (in 
aff^ion to which we tea I of sheuingfor'h 
theforift death, I for. xi. 26.)—Then the 
ih.ister rose up and took another cup, 
-ind washed bis hands again, bi foir the 
|3ui>j was tasted j and in this interval, I 


suppose, Christ alvo washed the feet of 
his disciples—Then, after enting the pass- 
over, toUiiwed another cup, which, after 
luiv ing deliv cred to each a piece of bread, 
WHS the sacnmcntal cup at this supp. 1 . 
—Then aftci some pious and friendly 
discourse, the whole family, afhr having 
drank at ienst a fourth cup, sang some 
psalms of piaisc and so (he solemnity 
elided —Agreeable to this is the aucpuAt 
given in Uie Religious Ccrunionics ^ all 
NaU Ills , Vol. I- p. 315—217 
^ lie iot/i'd f lem lt> the end ] lihal! m 
.the next section hint at iny reason^ for 
agreeing with those critics who place the 
story of Christ washiiiii his disciples' teet 
at the beginning of the pisclial supper, 
rather than a night or two Uefoie.—At 
present| 1 would univ observe tbattliii.'. 
^arse seems uiteudcd by John to intic* ’ 
'duce, not merely the stoiy which imme¬ 
diately ib’llii'vs It, but the whole account 
of <;|}iriat*s bchavmuv to lus fnemU ir, 
these last scene' of his hie: and ihcn- 
foie as he prefixes it to the first circum 
stanc,e that he has mentioned of thispns^- 
over, I apprehend it proper to begin the 
whole story with it; especially since tic 
word' which 1 have placed next after if, 

01 c fiitl of that love which he expicssed 
to them eveji to the last 



'406 Taking the cup before the Passover^ he divides it among them. 

last I shall celebrate with you, and we shall rise >’«“ before i sufler. 
:txvni. from it but a few hours before 1 am to suffer 
from mine enemies the most cruel insults, and 
^ 5 torments, which shall end in my death; yet 
such IS my love to my people, and “such my 
desire to (rhirify my heavenly Father, that no 
passover was ever so welcome to me as this: u r i sa^ unUk 
now I see the tlavs of my humiliation al- yi>‘'. • *i. uf'taf'v 
most finished ; and 7 say iiuto you That alter "j;;;;' 
this / icill not celebrate any other passover m the kmiidom of 
with yon, nor eaf of it any more, iiU it be fuL- 
piled in the of (iod, or till the institu¬ 

tions of the oospel shall have })erfected those of 
the law, and the ordinances of both arc, supersed¬ 
ed by the more jKifect enjuMnents of >hc 
heavenly world. 

/farf then,/irtv/ivrciWJ Me a//i, with which n And took 
it was usual foi tlu.m tubcfrin the fca'^t, he ti»c t op, and >>a\« 
f/trtiiAs to God for tlie redemption of Israel, m 
commemoration of winch the passovei was m-,/amon{ryoiirsLl\c>.. 
stunted, and tor givinj^ them this opportunity 
of eelebiatinj; tins lioly banquet logollier ; and 
trjcn said, Tale this eup, anil let it go round, 
and divide [//] iiinonff youi'yelve^, and blcss tlte 
l^God ot youi faibi rs. And see that yon do n is For r ^av unto 
with a devotion suitable to the distinguislicd “o. i'oH uot^di.nk 
solemnity wijicli >011 huve now ocrore you : /or „„t,i tiir kmij- 
7 say unto you, That alter what passes tin-, dom ot (.od ^hjil 
evening, T uill not drink-A-uy more with you 
the fruit \f the vine until the kingdom off Gvd 
come, and tlidt complete and spiritual redemp¬ 
tion, wliich is t\ pifitid by this ordinance, shall 
be fulfilled and perfected. 

V 

IMPaoVEMEN'l. 

Wk may will assure ourselves, that the same divine pen<*- 
tration anif prophetic (hscerriroent, wdncli enabled the ble.ssed 
0 _i’,v Jcsus thus circumstantially to foretel to his disciples tliose most 
contingent occurrences which w'ere to determine the place where 
they .should prepare the passover, woultl also open to him a pros¬ 
pect of all that was to follow. All tlie scenes that were to bo 
piKssed through on thi.s fatal night, and the succeeding black and 
■bloody day, were no doubt attentively viewed : the agony of the 
garden, the tiaitoious kiss of Judas, the cowardly fight of all 
ihe other the eV75w//.y of Ins seemingly victorious and 

‘-iiccessful rwcu2it:5, the clamorous accusations, the Insolent/;i/^iV- 
the scourges, tSe thorns, the iwUs, thccceyy, and all that he 



UpflediojiS'Oji ihe ferwnnj of the love of Christ, ^07 

njtslo fiidiirtMipon ilfromthehand of God and men. Yet behold, •’Rct, 
with all thchc 111 his view, he goes on with a holy alatriry, and 
this sun of n^hieousnvss rtjoicelh as a diampion to rim his race! 

{I^al \\\. 5 ) Yea, when lie IS sitting down to tlio/wif/w/V///;- ' J 

per (ili'jii 'll therein was exhibited, in a most lively embiein, tht? 
bitterness of his own sun’enrigs,) be utters these gracious and 
eniphatieal words, JVithdcuire 1 haxe desired toeut this passoiir 
with ijou before 1 suffer. 

So iiibil} might It be s.iid of him, as we see it is, that having 
loved Ins oicu which were in the world, he, l/ved them to the end. *“'■ ^ 
O blessed Jesus, may the ardour, the courage, and the |jernui- 
iieiicy of our Ant* to thee, hear at least some little projK.rtion to 
that wherewith thou hast condescended to loie M'. < Mav wc long, 
from time to time, to celebrate with thee tliat Chri'.tianpasspver 
wind) thou hast ordained to succeed the J(Wish, as the inemoi ial 
of thy sacrifice! Yea, may we long for the last soleinnit}’of this i.-ike 
kind, w.'iieh will ere long come, after which wc shall no more 
drink will) thee (f theJmil oj the vine, till it he fulfilled in /Ae *** 
kingdom nj (rod I In the moan time may wc be (lu'cifd \i ith ih^ 
l<nr, wliicii IS indeed far better than wine {Cant, i. 3;) and, thus 
Mij))K)ited with those reviving cordials which thy gospel adnii- 
Mistovs, may we ourselves in the love of (rod, and in the pa- 
ui'iU e rpet tatii V of thy final, most glorious, and wcIcouk; uo~ 
oetnance ' '/J d'hess. in. :>; and Jude,' vcr. 2\.) 


SF.CT. CLXIX. 


f'hrnt rehdes the ambiiion which his disciples mosi iinsomvahly 
evpre,\,sid us the if were sitting down to supper, hi/ washing 
their feet, and adding several etcelh nt adinonUions to the ex~ 
n rise if humility, immediately bejurc the eating oJ the paschal 
lamb. I.ukc XXII. 2 i—- 27 . John XIU. 2—3—17. 


lo.iN XlK 
And 

. ude ' 


.lOlIN XII r. 2 — 

r being when our Lord had thus sat down t<. 

eat the passover with his discijdes (as was 
said before,) supper being comi f and ihe ante 


* Supper beitifr mne.] The reasons 
liioiiglii by Bisliop Kidder (in lu, Dcnion- 
■•li.itinn of till* Messiah, part in. chap % 
V f'O, ol,) hy Dr Lighlfoot (Hoi llcb 
Oil M.il. NXM f) 1 .snd sirii'o by Dr. Whit- 
hv (in Ins Noti’s <ni llii- plate,) toprote 
lhat Dlls siippvr was iiiit the passo^cr, 
h it anutlipf supper at llcllidny a night 
I tno before, I have briorlv obM.Ued m 
■h.' priiapfaras'c or notes on I he pUcci on 


wliicli they are guninilod, and theitfoic 
cannot think it nuiinai to iroiilile the 
leader -vith a partkiilai deiml of iIkiii. 
The chief reasons wln'.hdf tci'ninn ni<-1<> 
thoeontrars opnuon (hcs.drssunn utlur-, 
of which a iro'id'uiiiniau is ■rnen iii lii 
(luyse's saliiabic Note "ii ilus plai'e' ii<; 
these such a disposition ol tl i stuiy 
best suits scieial ol the ciriiiinsl.’iiees Jl 

the jiaschal supper, (piilMi'l.rl' 



. ne dimples at,supper contend z'v/io should be greatest. 

' SECT. pa«t ornitroJiiction to it having been dispatched, 
as above; Just in the intirrval bctwc'cn that and 


tile serving.tip the paschal lamb, there was a 
'xx'i. >*>i-'5v*isonablt; contention amotig thcnip as 


John 

%rii 


I.VKi: XXII '24 
—'1 heic was also .1 
strife atitonir (ht-in, 
winch (it them sliuiiid 

o ^ they sat ^ table wiih Jesus, oceoimted the 

be account at the ^icatesi iii that kingdom of 
which he had been speaking, and which tiie\ 
inteiprcted of a temporal ilorninion tliat should 
{luccfed hi" approaching suflormgs. (Compare 
Mark iv. !34, and Luke ix. 4d, p. 18.) 

upon this, though Jcsun knew that the ■' 

Fatherj b'y the sure engagements of an immnta- [f/, 7 tle'rVtiif'r'i'iJ 
ble covenant, had given the I’overnnu'nt id all Rnniall tium;" hiki 
/// i»g.v iii/o/iiA'Aniig^, and was just going actually i‘i< liamJs, .'iml iiut 
to intest him with ml power both in heavt'ii and '‘"V? /.“'j’ 

upon earth j mul t/uii, tfs h^(W}U joyta Jrom God 
as his Messenger to im'ii ; so he was r< turning to 
6^(11/again; yet, const imis as he .vas of so great 
a dignity, he w .is novertlieless willing to give his 
disciples an example of the deepest liumilitv in 
this ills last iiU(-rview with them hefurc his pus- 


tnilrvu about SI’.'n'nuiitv, ai>il llicinqui* 
ry about Ji.das, both winch niiiLt, on tin 
oUu’i b.tpot’ic-i-,hati lii'fii s'lpoi cdiil,) 
mil I'lii proiiijut'ol il IS I'Sj.ei’i.tlly c'in- 
tuil trom John 'tin 'hi, wl tio out lord 
sajs to ]h ter 7/if luk h uU /;. t no /;// 
thuii bait (hwedKc , whn h niiist bo 
"pokcii the \erv nijjit .h'on rt'o ti< ir-njud, 
and yet is so I’l'iim’itod with tln-alory of 
washing! thpdisci|ili“s vci. 21 .lud 

ver. 51 th.it they ('.iinnii vithont great 
violence be 'cp.n iinl. .'i>id it i> tertain, 
John xiii 1, will h 1.0 I pi('iili.ir L-ncig) 
.iccordir 'to thi_pl.ni, which then hire 
iii.'st criti's Ii.nc followed —'I'hc reader 
will iihscrti here, tli.it 1 Imie rendered 
f/ ,rf, i/<i fitr iCiirrtiiiii-, which is 

the sf'iise in whn li llic woid b ol.cn nsid 
elsewhere thii, ,lohit \Xi. t, w^iiia;yi- 
../,u,i;, is M^/nn doo/ih/j : tJi cojir, AotS 
xll. M, xti,bs ^'s-tc'At'/iflfejir 
:.,7( lOrfij, i.nd A( ts x*i, 4e, fiyii; ymfM- 
v)j;, :i'be» \iknii; vioa nictde • ()i till t.Iiich 
places, and in ni.iiiy inoipriitt tnightea* 
sily he colleekd irini the Orceji writeis. 
It would lie absurd to tianslate the word 
'ettdeii. N'uy, I.uko n 42, y./jfamif 

Si^Dilit- -/if'fl /be day iLui romiiiyon- 
(Coiiipan.’M.irk I .5i, rK.tcl, \ ol. I, p 9()i.J 
ii N indeed an aiTibi^rnoiis tcih), but tiie 
t.iiihiin^ above IS (uk to Ik' prcfeiitcl, 
'J ■ ir was nniefein'TC natural 


to wash ilio l"et of ifii.’-tN Oi f.iic tliari .1 
ti r suppi 1 (J ) Uei .III-' i! I'. I spii 

".nd, III \cr I, to Ikim- b'cndniic in leu 
ihepas'.t)\r;r, whnh.iftiu preeetim, le.i 
soil be adnntU'd, d'liuiimes tlic p .111' 
f.'l ) Ileeaiisepaitot liic discomsi, whn h 
.Tohn iriintinns as luippeuini,' nliir tin 
fcft were washed, is iin iiiioiicd by lie 
othti n ni^i lists .IS jiii'S’iir at sujipi r 
nay, .liihti liiiiiself, win 11 he spi ,iks i.i 
ver. ot Christ's I'lppni,.^ tl i sop si li 
pniiigit tnjudasafti r this,plain)V sin .1 
that supper was not (iidcd —As ii c l.itt< 1 
p.irt ot tins 2(1 icisc eoiii'S niby w.i\ oi 
pardnthdllis, 1 hav(' transjiesul th iH'l.nisi, 
and inst'ticrl it afterwaids m \n. 2i, to 
iiUitiduec wh.il lelatis to .i'ld.ts 111 ll.e 
iKxt 'Cetnni, a lucdirii '.huh wdl^ 1 
liojie. be easily rveuitd. 

tl Trete h.QS a cunivnhon iin-arc; (Item J 
Jf the reasmimig above be allowid, we 
iniist certainly tiaiisposc Coke’s aecoinit 
of this ■' nientjori .ibont .snpcmritj , fur 
nuiie can iiuaguie il should t dlow iriime- 
diiiteiy after Christ had bwn giviii>; them 
so etketin!!: a Icrsou ot huunhly. Hut 
I.uke seems bs^exact in th '..rdt rol this 
itory than the other (uJi'^elists; ^nd 
jiaitiCularly' rf latis wl ai pa' «1 < niiceiii- 
inp the p.rson that vr.ia tolntiav him 
alt'I tin ImuI nni-'',tbon'ohboth’ti.i’tl’' 

'■i d Maik pl.iC' it htf'iK 
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Jesus rises from supper, a fid wasli^ their feel. 


. 4 He nscth from gjon: With this design, and in order to shame slci. 

>upper. and laid of that anihitiotis contention which he cexix, 

asid< Ins raimeiils, , , , . i , 

.and t.K.k"a towel, obscM’vcd amoiio them, in a mor,p forcible man- 

and girded himiilf. n(*r than any words alone could do, he ^ ” 

from supperand whereas it w'as only usual for* 
the head of the family at such a tune to wash 
liis own hands, he hn/s aside his upper-^arwieMrs, 
and taking a towel, tied it round him like a kind 
’i Alter that i.f of Bproii: And then pounng xi'ater into a Urge,? 

:>(,)iir< ih wHitr ml i a ext'cr, or soft of cisteri) eommonly used on these 
naa" thl'^'di's^^ipkl'’ ‘^ccosions, M began liiiiiself to wash the Jeet of 
tret, and to wipe [/h’v] disi'iples, and to 'Wipe [them], after they 
u-.m with the towel were thus washed, leiih the long ends of the 
wherrintii he Ha^ ^hich kc wusgirded, which hung 

a..,.,, la h,8 fc-ct. 


I'l I h' ■! co’in’th h(* 
to '■lllMOll I'l toi .llld 
J’( U.r <.<'th unto linn, 
1 ui I, di^t thou wubh 
ms loot' 


“ Jes'is answered 
.insi siiid unto him, 
U liat 1 slu, thun 
kinwrsl iiul now, 
i)u' tiioii iihalt know 
hi iLjlttr. 


f Pctei saiili null 


Then, when he had done with those who sat6 
nearest to liiiii, he comes to Simon Peter: and 
olTering to do the like for liini, [Peter] was so 
alfcoted at Jus condescending to jjerform such a 
mean ofiice, that lie sayn to him, Lord dost thou 
go about to wash my feet? ll is a thousand limes 
titter that 1 should wash thine; nor can I beai 
to see thee demean thvsoll' thus. Jesus an-'l 
swered and said to him, Thou knowest not now 
the desi:.>n ot what Jam doing, but thou shah 
know hereafter: and as I shall presently explain 
the nieaiung oi this action, so the time will 
i|iiickly come, when many other things in mine 
undertaking and conduct, much more mysicn- 
ous than this, shall be cleared up to thee. Vctli 
still Peter refused, and said to him, uiili more 
warmth than betorc. Lord, whatever be the in¬ 
tent of the action, 1 cannot sulfor it by any 


' Ih II till frmt As It IS here 

us iTL< 1 tli.it l'hii\t line irom I'liipei, we 
iii'isi alluw Ih.il, in SdiTU'sctwi-, 
rrr/, thfit IS, .!< I suppise, thr .iiitcpaitt 
ti.ul bc< n taken, wlncli IS uienlioiied l>v 
the Jews .'IS preceding t\v'pirLk(tt limb- 
at L a insw urtli’s note, tpioted above note «, 
p 4'JJ.) 'J'hey toll us ‘luit it was thtn 
usual foi till’ mastir of the tainily to wash 
Ills hands, and, if I am rightly inioi’ini-d 
lh< Ji wseuiitiiiuc the ruslciiii still.—This 
Stems a in'irc n.atiiral maiiri r ut evpUiin- 
iiig th ' clause befon us, tli.iii to sujiyiO'-e, 
wnli ih itius, or ' Ohsiin, (11,mu l''.v:iii 
lib 1. < :ip 1"', sect 1 ) 111 In I'Mwarils, 
.111 .Luke wii, Cl )th.itali( I ihi- 


p.isfhal lam') tluj' cat aiinihir di .tinct 
supper, .llld th.it ihi> w.isl.iti; lia|i)i('iieil 
in the interval betvvi eii Iheiii 'jlio>ii;li 
Vossim IS pleased to I'.ill this a inii l.t- 
tte hmbf fuiait Igiiiciilii^ ' I {’.iimoi hiil 
think (especially loiiMili’img liuw lailj 
Uie ewtis yean in Judea,) tli,it 'l laigh! 
be big enough pleiilitull',' tu sup lliirtcen 
people; and a. all wIikIi rcuM.iud im 
eaten till inoniiiig n.is to be biinii, 
(h'vid Ml, 10 ) oiic Iaimot suppose thiit 
our Lord would be ii.clined to miillip'j 
dishes nn this o.'c.isiou, espcci.illy js iIk 
fviiiiiii pul of the night WAS t/i f. 'pi ii' 
in v.rittlung .lod pra»e. 



410 But Peter is unwilling lie should wash his fee f; 


Jolt) 


stcT. means, anil 1 am determined i/ioii shall tievir 
cLxix. ji'ds/i viyfert. But Jesus ansufered him, Alas, 
I'l'ter, that was rashly spoken; for there is a 
Si iise pi which, if I do not u'ash thee, thou hast 
no portion ■with me; intimating thereb} , that if 
he were not cK ansed from sin by his hlood and 
Spirit, he could never partake of the harspniess 
of his people; and that, in the mean time, it be¬ 
came hull to huhmit in this instance to his dircc- 
i^tioii. 1,’pon uhich, Simon Peter, struck with so 
avviid an admonition, immediately says to him, 
with that eager affection so natural to his tem¬ 
per, I.o) </, i| this wailiing is to be a token of my 
inteiC'it 111 thee, 1 most gladly acquiesce in it, 
and am heartily desirous tliat thou shoukist wash, 
owt my feet oiily, but also my hands and my 
head too; for I ilesire that all my intellectual and 
ail my cxeeiitivc powers may be sanctified by 
thy grace, and he entirely devoted to thy service. 
',0 'riicn Jesus, willing to lay hold on a hint 
which gave him an oppoitimity of piirsmng so 
useful a thought, mys further to him. He that 
is w ashed already, or that has just been bathing^, 
needs only to wash his feet, w.iich may indcctl 
easily be soiled hy the shortest walk, and when 
that IS done, he is entirely clean , as if he should 
have said, 'riie truly good man needs not that 
deep repentaneo ami universal change which is 
absolutely iu“ees-.aiy to others, though he should, 
by renewed acts of penitence and faith, he cleans- 
ing himself from smaller pollutions, which are 
in some degree inseparable from the infirmity of 
human nature: and, in this scn$o, I know that 
ym, my apostles, arc clean', but yiit I must add, 
11 You are not all so. For as he was acquainted 
with the secret di'.positions of their hearts, so he 
knew who would betray him; fcompareJohn \i. 
64, Vol. I. p 457.) and therifore he said, You 
are not all clean,^ because he kiKw the heart 


lain, Thou slialt nc'' 
vpr wa^h my fir}.. 
Jesus aiiswemi him, 
if I Hash thee iiol, 
thou liitiit no part 
mill niu. 


P Simon Petorsaith 
unto him, I iiid, not 
inv fpi't oil!}, but 
aUo tnif lunds and ivj 
Ik ad. 


10 i-ailh iir 

him, Hr ili.u i^ u’ash- 
(li, in'i drill nut, ‘.avr 
to Hag'll//{vied hiiti. 
rlean whit 

anil yr an' cli ,'ii, hut 
not all. 


11 i ur he kill 
wh.) '.hiuild I'fMv 
h'lu; iht reiorc s,ud 
lip, Ye arc not all 
clean. 


•l JTf that has bten Aj/AiUjp.l This rrn- 
denn,{ ol the wmil is ooiihnn- 

<>d by El»mr, (Ub^Lu, Vol. I. p. '3'J7, 
J'lS,) and giM's it weie aeump^ivlioiis 
paraphiasc upon it. C'lnriii- has wc 11 ub 
'iTied that ,ii the oi room m 

which they diesncd thinisi'Ucs attn ba¬ 
thing, wa^dl^lullt fiomth.it in whieb 


they bathed the feet might b»* 10 iioiled 
iu walkimr liom one to the other, a-, to 
makr It nt'i’O'isary irumediaUly to wadi 
them again. 

* lett f/ir >io( all Some haiP ob¬ 

served tlini .Indus did not decline the Im- 
noiir of h iv ing Ins feet washedby ('bust, 
tbijiigh IMi r did , and havc considered 



hie explains his desigiiyand cautions them against ambition, ill 

* of Judas was polluted with reigning sin, and skv t. 

was so far enslaved under the power of the de- 
vil as to have consented .to the perpetration of 
the vilest wickedness. 

When therefore he had thus washed their feet, John 
and had taken Ins n\i\)ev-gannents and jiut them^***- 
on, he sat dmen at the table again, and said to 
(hem, Do you know the meaning and design of 
it'hat 1 have now been doing to you in the form 
of a .servant? And, to explain the matter, t.ukr 
he said to them, I must again remind you of ixs.'r* 
what I formerly told you, but what you st'em 
so ready to forget, (see Mat. xx. 2o, 2d, and 
Mark x. 42, 43, p. 260 ) The kings of the Gen- 
tiles do indeed lord it over them; and they that 
exercise the most magisterial and arbitrary au¬ 
thority upon them have a set ol flatterers about 
them wiio encourage them in it, as an instance 
of true greatness of mind, and give them (he 
vaiii title of grand benefactors to nations and 
I’t'ir.iiiyi Oiaiinot men.* But you, my disciples, [shaU\ not [do] 'i.-- 

/(' *>0 but 111; Ui.it IS ’ “ 


1J So'Hhcr lie h.nil 
wavlipil thPjr feet, aiul 
Ii.kI tikeu bis gai> 
inents, nnd was set 
duwn 81'aiiJ, he said 
iintu llieni,'Know ye 
wh.it 1 haw done ti 

JUII > 

Luke XXII. 2'>. 
And he slid unto 
ihfiii, The kiiiffs ut 
ihe lii'nliksc’terL'i.sc 
loidship over them, 
and they that t xci- 
< ise fiuthorit V upon 
tin ni, an ('ailed he. 
itnt.ii'toi s. 


j-'Ki.itc.si ainon'' you, 
III him be .!> the 
\(iuns;ri, andhethat 
IS cliii'f, .Is hr that 
*lotii s( rvr 


Tor whetln 


thus; for you are to shew yourselves the friemls 
ol the world, not by governing, but by serving: 
be not ambitious therefore in contending for sii- 
]>eriority, but let him who is eldest among 
you be as humble and obliging as if he were 
the youngestOLod most dependent of all ;* and he 
ihiit presides over the rest in any office of pc- 
cuhar trust and influence, \let him be'\ as hum¬ 
ble and condescending as a servant. Of tliis27 
f have now been giving you an instance, which 
surely you cannot quickly forget: for which of 
the two is naturally accounted greater by a 


it 1 ' .m iiistdirr of bis pruln But if 
lilt iliscoiiisr between CbriKt and Petrr 
liap]ionoil bufure hr cairie to JiidaK, it 
had bem indecent for Judas to renew an 
obpvtioii which had just been thus over* 
rub d <ind if Chri'-t iMinr to Judas be- 
liiic I’otiT, he inijrht be unwilling lobe 
Ibr first to dispute tlie po lU, lest Christ 
sliuiild coiif'iund him, by imiuiring whe. 
tlicr he declined it fioni a consciousness 
ot.iiiy pei iiliar unworthincss. (I'lnlt na¬ 
turally suggests Mich nupicioiis and pre. 
cauiium. 

• llavi Ihe hlk of /if/ii’/J/ct.TS. j It KS in- 
Ired pohsiblr that oiir Lord may heie rc- 
ji'ln I'l Uie title tif (y-^/f7{t,giionto some 


of the Ptolemies and Scleucida', or lo the 
cinbiguity of the Hebrew word D'3'7J, 
which (as Beza has observed,) si^iiifir.s 
both princes and benrfaclors but toe ge¬ 
neral sense given in the paraphrase seems 
to me much .more jirobable, esjiecially 
on comparing it with the Syriac version, 
where there ib nosucliambiguity, though 
one would most of all have e\iH.cted 
It. 

I If'/io K ehlfsl n/iwBg f/o«, &c ] A' 
ts here opposed to vsoiiigi^, /In' 
I render it eldest, as it is iiii- 
dered Horn. i\. 12. .See Cm. xnv. 'J'5; 
1 Sun. xvii. U, Septiiag. aud couipjic 
1 Kings II. '’2. 



'4! 2 He gave them an example to do as he had done, 

SECT. slran^cT who liiappens to coftje in, he that sits greater, Kp iii.it sit. 
ccxi-v. at the table, or he Atand.s and mils upon the “Vl'ik >’ *’*. 

Is It not evident that it _niur,t be he that lu- tiut iittah m 
v'y*!'.’ sits at (he tableBut / am amons; you as one i>ut t ‘"i* i- 
that traits on the rest; and you have just now 
sjien me putting on the form of a servant, and 
performing to >011 winle you sat at the table 
one of the lowest ofllice.i oriucnial attendants,^' 
in the very garb and posture in which any of 
John them could appear. I'ou call me indeed your 

Tiaiher and Lord; </«</therein j/om say icell; ami lord" .mti v- 
Jor [.ve] lam, and surli authority have 1 re-^•^"<11, i')r.wi.nn. 
1'iccivi‘d of luy Katiior. If therefore /, who _ '* 

am iyour] Lord and Master, and whom you ic.isiiid xoui 
know to be a divinely inspiied Teacher, have yc aixi ou^jhi 
condescended to sd tnOati aii office, and Ai/t'c ^ 
thus ’Washed your Ject^ and in ail other in- 
tances have .siiewii my readiness in love to 
fccrve yi)n, surely also ought to wash ove 
U'^other'i. J'eil and should be ready to submit to 
all the hiuublest office.s ‘of mutual frieruUhjp. 

1 j For 1 have in this instance given you an ecam- ' ■* ' •‘‘^vcgucu 

jde, that as 1 have done t\[,ou, you also should hJ^aid’d'o^^nl**^! 
do, on all proper occasions to one another,'have done to you 
IG And to engag'* vou to the. like humanity, Teri- ^pniy, 
ly,ienly, 1 say unto you, as I liavc formerly said, , 

(Luke VI !■'<, and Mat. X, \ ol. 1. p. 30.5, than lus lord, un- 
413.) The servant ii not greater than his Lord, 

710r is the messengir greater than he that sent fJnt 


V Aim; It will therefore very lii become yon to 
clj.sdaiu any thing which 1 have not disdained. 
nTiiesc are plain instructions, but remember 


17 II’ ye kn< 


I* Pi'i forming one of the lowest office,s, 
S^i ] Thjsaassito a ]>ri>verb. .See 1 
Sam. x\v. 4l, and (Irutiiis in loC.—l>r 
l.varis well obsenes, p'linstianTemper, 
to! I. p Sl-)tliit our.J.oid chhRt> this 
kiMil o(Ti< e, ih High not .’ibsuluU^y neccs- 
s.iry 111 it'-cif, moiQ Btrdflgly to Impress 
the minds ot Ins disriltles, and to shew 
that they ouj^lit to n riot only the 
HPci S'i.'iiy pre'-cnation/blit the mutual 
eomtoif of <:a"h oMut. 

' i n/ms nr t n ym an eraniple, SsC. ] 
Pome huiP iiiiderjUiod tht'='e words as 'ir- 
d.iiniug tbistobeaeontintied rite ainun/^ 
( liiisrlarin, and R.irckiy insists m Ins 
Afkdogv, (p 'idT—W),I ih.it this oirc- 
riiuily 111 ua^iiin*; the f< < t lias ,is iniK-li lo 
rr'coninii’nd it for a si.iiidmg onJiiidiiLC 
j/the^’iihej liai't <nn or rl- 


hVeaking of bread But tlimigh some 
ancientlv conceived thepractci. ol it to 
be thus enjoined, (See I)i C.tve’s I’linii- 
tive Christianity, hook ii <’h.ip. I >) and 
theMorasian chiltches itillrcidin it; jet 
as nu biich lito as tlus has eiei generally 
prevailed in the C'hri&ti.iM vorld, .ind .u. 
Ml many places and circtiinstanees it 
would be an inconienicoce lather Ui.m 
a kindness to do it for our friends, 1 can¬ 
not think these,a oids ot out l.nrd, so 
plainly capable of another sense, aic to 
be intcipri'ted with so much stiictnesb. 
S.’e Itigii. 15is>bcrt. dc rediUs lo, &c — 
Into Vi hut a fan'c this is Inrued iil Rome 
on S'mil occasions ttiay bo seen iii the 
I!clu;i(iio Ceremonies ol .dl Nattc'i.', 
V'd.'l p '117 



4 


Hefieclians on Clipst’s tcatkiiii; his disciples’ 



413 


thri-f things, happ> tljey are capable of beins; improved to the no- sner. 
.,if in blest praciit-al purposasi and t/indeed yo?/' i-srx, 

knon' these things, atid form a fight conception 
* of them, you are hnppf {f ^ou pradise them; \\ni 

. for nothing will conduce more to your bonoiir K 

and comfort tlnin an obedii nt rearaol to my ni~ 
.stnictions and example, especially in ail the in¬ 
stances of huniiliry and condescension ; but if 
yon neglect to act a-reeably to them, your see¬ 
ing tlieiu, and liearing them, will bo worse than 
in vain. 


« 


iMpfiov i;ment. 

W'liAi a mournful reneciiuii is it, that corrnjit nature should 
^till prevail so far, e^cn in the hearts of such pious men as the 
apostles in the main were, that aftgr sp long u converse with 
('hriit tlu^v sliould still be so unlike him, and brino their eager 
< oulcsilnms ulmil supmorib/, in a state of temporal trrandeur they ’ 
\\erc ivvor to see, into the last hours they spent with their Mas¬ 
ter, and even to one of the most holy and solemn onlmanres ot 
religmii! Such are the vain dreams of ambition^ and with such 
empty shadows does n amuse the deluded imnd 

Hut lei ns turn unr eyes to him whom we justlv iv///our Teacher 
and our Lord; for suieiy, ii any thing can etti-ct a cure, it must *“*' 
he actions and words hke these. The frca-At//eir all l/iimt'ij,, ’ *' 
Jincsted with universal dommioi), and ;'«■>< returning to his hra-'^ 

'< nhj Father to undertake tlie adimnistration of it: in what a 
habit, in what an altitude, do wc see him! Whom would ti-I', j 
stranger have taken for the loucst of the company, but him who 
was fiipth ovc'r ail crcatc'd nature? Klessed Jcsii-,, ir was not so 
niucli any pi'rsonal attachment to these thy servants, as a regard 
to the eddicatioM of thy whole church, which engaged thee to 
this astonishing action; that all thy ministers, that all thy people, 

HI conlormity to thy example, might learn a readiness to serve 
C(h7j c)//irr III love! * 


Jiut why are wc so slow' to receive this lesson' And why is 
our practice often so contrary to it!, Surely to cleanse us fiorn 
these dregs of pride and carnality, we need in a spiritual smiscS 
to be tmshed by him. Let us giadly submit to that uunhiup, jf 
wc desire tosecorc aiij/ part in him. Which of us in this view 
may not see reason to ciyout with Piter, Lord, not oorJett 
onlp, but also our hands and oiir head ( May our whole nature 
he tlius purifiocl! and, warmly emulous oi eonformiiig to .so 
bright an example, may wc ever he maintaining a w'atchliilness 10 
over our own spirits ;*correcting the first appearances of irregn- 
lai iiy, and washing away ever} slightest sti'm which onvjeet may 
contiuct ill this Van’ous journey! So sliall vve hr. prraI in the 
'ig'it and favour of oui ^I'lMcr; .ick mimhciing onr‘<el\cs uniongs'e. "* 




* ' , 

commends his disciples for their faithfulness to him. 


SECT, tlie least of his servants, shall he distinguished by peculiar ho 
cLxix. nours, in proportion to the degree in which we think ourselves 
'“•'v^most unworthy of them. 


SKCT. . CLXX. 


Christ, xi'hile they are eating the paschal lamb, declares that otif 
of hi.^ apostles should betray him, and of length marks out 
Judas as the person, w'^o upon this retires ivUh a resentment 
u'hich confirmed him in that Jatal purpose. IM.il. XXVI. 2J 
—25. Mark XIV. 1S--2I. I.ukc XXll. 21—23, 28—JO. 
John XIII.—2, 18—30 


lA’KE XXii. 28. 

Jesus went on, as he was eating the 
passover, to instruct, admonish, and coni- 
i.dkc disciples, hy a series of mo.>»L wise and 

XXII. pious discourse ; and said, Depend upon it, you 
-Swill find that humble and heiie\<)lent temper 
which I have recommended to you the way to 
the highest honours, if jou have patience to 
wait the proper time ; for as yc arc they who 
have continued faithfully and alieclionately xeith 
me in all my trials and iifllietions; So by a 
‘-.'9sacred and inviolable covenant / appoint unto 
you a kingdom,^ and solemnly engage myscll’to 
bestow it upon you, even as my Father has ap. 
poiwfrda kingdom unto me, and i.s (piickly about 
30to rai.se me to it. Now the exalted honours 
, which I sliall there receive are incomparably 
beyond those about which you seem so solici¬ 
tous; let me therefore awaken a nobler ambition 
in your njinds, while I assure you that you 
may expect ro eat and drink at my table in 
that my kingdom, or to be treated as my distiu- 


icKE.VXII 2H. 
VE arc thrv whicli 
ba^e roiiliniirrl 
\kilhriii.-]ii my tcinp- 
tatiuns 


2^ .\iiil I app'iiiit 

unto \ 011 .1 kin^Join. 
as iny rathii bath 
appuinti (1 iitito Jill’ . 


30 That VC maj 
Cat and diuik at iii'. 
table my k i.v 


® f inf unto you a Un^d.m ] It is 
veil kiviuii that the word L'a’hdiirSxi pro¬ 
pel ly si.>niries lo Lovinanf f or to hcitum 
luyolurol ii tovfni'inl, andtberofurc the 
Ustelaiisc of ihi'j i ersc may probably re 
fiTtowli.it disuu's commonly fail lire 
eiivenaiit i(f n'demplt m, to wliii h iherc are 
’’’O hiany i'('li'irui 1 -^ in '•criptiiic, and 
conccrnms tlie nal'tv of wheh «e co' M 
liaic no (li)iibt if the icferenct's were iiut 
s<> expit's,s, cun'iiili iii'g, on the line liiiud, 
ill* "^leat iifipiiinnie cii that imdeiial.- 
iiii; ot .101 I Old s to wii'cli It U'lVis and, 
>11 till iithci tl'i pl.iiM illelaratioiis (li 


those prophecies which his f^j) nt s’lgtfesi 
ed, and the confid'-nce with which he has. 
puiiiiised thobe hl^'ings which, as Me¬ 
diator, uempowers him to bestow. It i- 
tlieicfore astoiiishmg, that any should 
ticatitaSthe cieatnre of a systematic 
bj.iiri,—F'Or the ensigements m it on 
Clirist's pait, seePsal. xl. 6—9; Heh. x 
fi—9; tia Ki. 1—.3,* Luke it. 13, 19 , 
Isa 1. .S, 6' And for those on the pan 
of thr I’atlicr, sec Heb. x. 5 ; I'-a. xi. 2, 
•S, 1 8, 9, 111. 13, 15; liii. 10—19; N 
4. 'i; sliv 1—10; l.ukc ii. .31, 39 xsli 
99, Jtoi m 2 , I’.i'V. t’li. U', 1“ 



Bid ininnales his knoxvkdg^ that ihe^ are not dll so, 415 


and sit on guishcil favouritcs and most intimate friends; 
tijioms, juil;.’iiig tiio most triunipliant appcar- 

ance, when I shaltsit on the throne of my glory^ 

• you may expix't to be assessors with me on tliat 
grand oceasion, and to sit upon thrones, as I Un- 
ineily proimsed you, (Mat. xix. '2^.) judp;mp^ ''he 
tu'clve tribes oj Israel,^' and condermung the 
whole hiipcnitent w'orld for their contempt of 
that go>pcl which you, the cliief ministers of 
my kingdom, are to rdh'r and untold to them. 

Tqiin III. 18 . 1 ljut when I speak in tins manner of your final 

• lUMiviiii )i lnjnoii,- ami haiipmess, } speak not ot you all: / 

.iK.M-ii lint ihit ttu- know the real character, and all the most secret 
1 iiiifiiL iiijv u till-views and transactions ot tlio>e ti'hom I have 
iiiioi, tu- iii.it«.itiih c/wstn, and could long ago have fixed a mark 

Ml lip Ins hwl .'i- mraniy on the traitor, and have put it out of 
Ins power to execute his w'ickeJ purjiDse; bu\ 
as 1 chose lilm to be one of my comptinions, I 
leave him to go on, that the mripfiire viay be 
fitljiUed, which says, (P.sal. xli. y ) “ lie that 

“ eiifeth bread tvilh vie, and has hccii nunn.she(l 
“ by my care and favour, hath lift up fits heel 
“ against me, like an ungiaterul brute that 
“ kicks at the kind master who ic(‘ds him.'’' 
Such treatniciit David met with from those 
whom he trusted; and .such 1 know that 1 am 
to expect. 


;ip 

I'.nii't iiiL' 


.SECT, 
t LKX. 

I.nkc 

XXII. SO 


Jolin 

SI.I. IS 


I' Now I u 11 vou 

111 1 I- 11 ('(lino, (lint 
wl.cii It IS (.(line tci 
[ij'-s, yf nuj 1»( lievii 
lii.'it 1.1111 lit. 


And this i tell you no/r, before it eonics /cjy 
pass, that Khenii tow/e.r to be accomplished, 

•may be so far from donbimg of the truth of my 
mission upon thataf;cuiint,tliat, on the contrary, 
jou may more hrnily believe that 1 urn [4c,j 


.Ini'fiitii; t>ii turhe tnbe\ ij /srau/] 
'I'll ’ iiit( i'pu't.iiiciii gucii ol tins proiliiHe 
Ik ic, {.iiid b< foie on six. ‘28. sect. 
• xssvii ii.'J'il.) .ippeiFhi.iini' pit'fi Mbit 
til that uljioh K'tL'is It only, ui I'luMly lu 
lliL' poner whiv.li the apustlt's li.id in the 
('liri<>ti.'in L'liiircli, .is tin .iiithoincod .iiii- 
bas'-idois of I'lirist.—It by no iiinaiib 
inipliO'. tiut Paul and B.ti'natias, thy .apot>« 
tlfb of llic (iiutili . •«h.ill III; cvi’liidcd 
Irani llio liunoiir ot bong assessois uitb 
Christ 111 hib kipgJuin; (Lsampan* 1 Cor. 
M. '2,'1, Uev. ji. 2'., 27; iii. 21 ) but 
si’isiis pla’iiK to alludi* to the courts of 
jiidicatiiri' apiong (li.'.leiis, wlnic thciii- 
teiioi iiidgC’.sat in.i scmu'iii'li, round the 
cliK f judge, who hiid his seat in the mid¬ 
dle pout of C'lriipaic Rev .v •! , 
xsi 11 


Tic that I’otcl/i lirruit \ith m', &i-' j 
W III n tin sc voids 'ire 50 pl.iin.ly to lie 
toi nd, I's.al. xli.it seems vciy iiniii- 
tiial, With Mr luilrcy, (in liis IImk.m. 
p 1.87 ) to iniii'iiic tli(*v i( Ici I'l Ps.il. It. 
]'2, 13, bi'caiisi; son:i.iliiiig liki. the sense 
of th 'iri oiienrs tlieie Nor is it neees- 
.saiv, with Ml Puree, (His'Cit, iii ) to 
suppose a trajectioii in tlicst, two si^csck, 
and lender them, t speak nut oj y,m nil, 
1 kiiifia a'Wm / A«ar cl"ifn; out I tell you 
this III fure-hii/i(}, that u" en it \hail 10 c to 
pass that Ihr scrihtii't halt be rullpllcd, 
O/ii ihni cattlli uj lutj bic’il htJh lift up 
‘‘ hi'i hit ajiiiiii.t s.i," ue 7;>i,./ Ic eci ‘h.j 

I ma he. 1 latho' think wi'.li ’.ireii'i* 1 -, 
Hint It IS .111 .i(.i.(>ii)ni d.ition, nniiliiUhe 
s( ice a-.nl I'uEiili (lion ill( to iie 1 sp! il" I 
ate‘;:it'i, ly. 1 10 th" .o'n ' 
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416 TTe tells them, Oiic at the table zcould betrai/ him. 

1 

that I toitl you I- was even the true Messiah. 

And, whatsoever therefore 1 shall sidler, let not -so Ven)y, Xn 
your zeal to carry on my cause be lessened, hut tiSpcelvcthTi, 
stedfastly persist in your, adherence to it, with a soevpr 1 send, 
firm persuasion that I will support you in it ; for ceiveth me, fmd he 
in this view I look upon your interest as mv thu‘ 

own, and as I formerly declarod, (Mat x. 40, sent me. 
sect. Ixxvi and I.uke X. 16. .sect, xcvii.) so now 
/ VI ost assuredhj sai/ unto you, if'hucvt’r enter- 
iains and shews regard to you, or anij nj nuj 
othiM- tucsic/i^crs, as coming in my name, enU >'~ 
tains mo; and whoevor entertains moy enUrtoins 
him that sent me i .is, on the other hand, uhen 
you or they are slighted, the afFroni redounds 
to me and to my F.itlier. 

-I Now lohen Jesus had thus said, he made a so- 21 Whc-nJcsUftn.m 
lemii pause. ("The devil, as was observed be- '*** 

fore, havin/s already, by bis vile and [lernicious ,t mto the hc-an oi' 
insinuations, put it into the heart (f Judas Jsca- J' das Nrai 
riot, [the A'e/.l of Simon,^ to betray him into the 
hands ot Ins murderous enemies.) And, as our j 

Lord well know that .Jud.is wa.s tliim watching as s.it, .md dni 


•}n 


for dll opportunity to accomplisli liis horrid pur- '1 

poso, v\hich lie woukl execute tliat very mg'n, r,iv i s.u untox.j.i, 
he u'as much troubled in spirit to think ol so That one .if (on, 
ungrateful and impious a des-gn in one so near tvhich p.ui-tii 

him; and so much obliged to him; and as they tnv me; M'lkp nmt 
i.'ti together, and icere eating the pascluil lu-hiid, tiw iiaini nf 
supper, ycA?/y openly testified and '•'aid with a bijnvKh 

deep sigh, t crily, verily, / say unto you, I hat, j 

how incredible soever the hint I just now gave x\^i 31 Mark \iv. 
you may seem, one of you reha iseaiinp ■with me *' 
in this friendly and intimate manner will quick- “ ” vm.—.. | 
ly beluty me to those that thirst for my blood; 

I’lOtf/] behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me 
is now with me on the table. 

Then the di'tciples ivere exceediir^ly grieved 32 Then Uie dw- 
to lu‘ar of his being betraycti at all, and mmdi [w»;rp fxcpcd- 

rntire to bi- told that it shoulil be liy one of t it'ir one on any 

own number, while, UO one being si.igled out 
from the rest, ihc suspieion lay in common 
among them, and they looked stedfastly on each 


'• 7//.' <te\il hw'ing a'rcadij fivf it rtilo the 
l,e.,rt oj Jhh.y. See 1 'I'hat '■’.ilaii U'l'eif.l 
jii'o Jiirtib IjL'f'irc in: nunt rn ,tbr ilncl 

jiii'-N lull iign-i il til bctiav liU 

to Liitiii, Iwil bt’fli'-•bst'ntd bijfor'.’, I okr 


XMi. p. 1.00, nnil that tills rl.xuse ot 
■Tiihn XIII. 2, w'oi Id be inserted hero, wat 
intiinali'd ii the cKioe of note •* sei’t. 
clxix p 407,.where I accounted for thii 

tfaii..p'p,itiijii. 



//t; points out Jmius as man, giving him a sop. ^17 

* 

*‘Ki, doubting of (xMfr for some time in silence, sect. 

rLuki* and thf^y /«'jjwXrtf, atici stiidious to wbjserve lit whobc cpiiii- 

to inqu.ii a- tenance they might read any peculiar confusion, 

-hion; tbcnischcii, which might look like an, indication of gw>k 
wiiKij of them it «as as they none bF tiietn knew where to fix it,"" 

<iwiig,| ,imi [began Dut the Vile wretcli liimsolt,//icy wd'^a^j to ?nf/ir*rc 
ev» iVoiiPof them to among thotiixelves, u'huh uf them it could be that 
rayiiiiLobim tMark. usax (ibout to do this thing; and, eariiestlv desi- 
iMt PI .Mat. Nwi. rows to be freed rrom the suspicion ot such heir 
‘.•L .vaik \u nous wickedness,, the}' applied themselves to 

I uk»> XXII iJ 1 Christ, and began every one of them to say to him, 

one by one, Ijord, is it I that am this guilty 
creature?* Thou knowest that my very heart 
abhors the thought, and I hope 1 shall never be 
capable of entertaining it, 

2 s Xow tiwre «as jVow ohc of his discipUs, namely John, whom23 

leaning on Jesus’ bo' lovcd with a pcOulittr tenderness, and ho.~ 
cipicc wiioiu Jesus noured with the most intimate triendship, sat 
loied next him at the table, on his right-hand; and, 

as they were all in a reclining posture, each of 
them resting on his left elbow, .lO in the place 
where John was snated he um leaynvg on the , 

24 Simon Petor tjosont of Jesus. And as the question was almost 24 
fi) him, that hp round, and Jcaiis made no answer to it, but 
-honiii jisk wiio It ratiicr seemed to Be swallowed up in mournful 
shoLiid^bo ot whom contemplation, Simon Peter therefore looked 
upon John, and beckoned to him with a motion 
of’ his head,* hy which he intimated his desiiv 
that he should privately tisk him who it vii^ht 
‘jj Ho tiwn hinp ofudiom he spake, lie thin lying down closer 2.^ 

Imfoh.'in!'7m,V”ho 'the bvcast of Jesus, that he might put the 
' 11 * ? question without being beard by the rest ot ihe 

company, secretly w'hispercd and said to him, 

2 -'jef.iis.in^x(trt!ri, whd ts zt? And Jesus answered him witb2o 

iiaii77 a low voice It is he to whom I shall give this 

iiiiiiJidit. Ami sop, whin / have dipped it. And ichen he had 
will II In* iiiid diiJjnd (Upped file sof ill ft tluck kind of sauce made of 
flip M)ji be gavp iuo ,.;iis,ns and other ingredients beaten to- 

ol gether, and properly diluted,s /le gave it to Ju¬ 

das Iscariot, [the jcji] of Simon, putting it to- 


‘ 7ii hoy la/tist, onehyom, fjor^, »■ i? /**] *Pickimed lo turn, with « motion of hifl 

I ‘ii' k nil iliis a strong proof that Hie heitd } This is certainly the import of 
l.ii-tN iiK'iiti-rticd John XIII Jl—2d, dnl not iHc won! which might ii,ore exactlj' 
bappcji a lUghc (A two Defoic, li r'if be rendered n-irff/eif 
Mirixl h,1(1 tih-n privately inarkni out Ju- Kin a tliirk kind of s.im'o m.idc of 
(Ij-i Ui lohii and F^tfr as the tiailoi', the dates, &c ] The Jews stiil retain su< b a 
iitofim 1 ( 1.1 mnsi oiri'Iy hm-ieailnd s.mcc, xibichl bey rail i bare'ttb, luaiU'ol 
' ... r. , (it ih'-(.•iiiip.nii b\ il,: iin*' '•uch kind of uigiedi-i;!'. aboct tl'.‘v 

Ji ” ' '.'I' 
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lie (rf/t'nvnrds reveali the Ivaiior to them alL 


iECT, wiU’tls that ])art of the dish which was nearest 
<.i,xx. linn, .ind directing it towards him. Upon which 
Judas put forth Ins hand to take it; und while 
X\vi jMtsture,' others continuing 

3 tlu' same question to Jesns, ht answered and sufd 
to them, [// is] one of the twelve, [even] he that 
now dippeth his hand with me in the dish, this 
\verif person shall betray meh And let him not 
vainly hope that I shall exert my iniraouloiis 
power to rescue myself from the hands of mine 
enemies, allet h(‘ has delivered me to them and 
sccuri'd to Innisclftlie waives of uiirighteoqsncss; 
for t/ie Son oj matt, great iiiid jioworlul as he will 
linally appear, is indeed goinp; to snlfermgs and 
death,* iiS‘it is xenlten m the scriptures, \(ind\ 
determined in tiic Divine counscisj coneerning 
him: ^ but as those piophecies and counsels have 
no innucnce to destroy the free agency of the 


t 

NAT. XXM. M.'J 
Amt lie aiisueicrl nnd 
said [unto ’.It ni, it li 
mie of tLe 
lie I' ai Ins 

h.iii(l with UK III Uic 
(li.sh, the Name 'ihall 
|>ctr.iy me. [Mark 
XIV 20. J 

‘24 The Son ot 

nicin [link ed > I'tii'tli, 
aMtiswiitienir like, 
and ileU'iiiiiui il I 


.ifii iicc'ut iiK It II, to repicsi'iji the clay 
III wliii li tl” II t'lM t.libers vroujclit while 
t!i<j aeic IiImIci hitnilape to the I’gvp- 
tiins e Synaff. Ju<l. i ap »1S, 

. 111(1 the l.'( lie,lull!) ( ereinonies ot all Na- 
' 1011 ', Vol. 1 {I 'il 'i 

•' fJf /.II./ - ’PI I In hi^ hand u'dk ve tn the 
dnh ] M'lne my inseiitoiispersonsima- 
^tiie llidt (liroil by this phra'^c only d<‘- 
I’l.iies It was one nil '1 salon the'.tiDC 
code of tile I ih[e with him, and so eat out 
tif the ..’tnedish, and, ifitneieso, tlieiu 
iniiiht tiM'in a itfradaticm m thedseoicry 
tint nliseriahlo on any other Intcipreta- 
tinn lint o>i)L to insist upon it) that the 
lamb, nliuii nas to ho roasted nliule, 
Kxod. Ml 9, svas also to be stir\Gd up in 
opo dish, 1 cannot but concl.ide that, li 
this had hcoii our Lord's meamti;:, on 
hiS Saying bne, (as Mark rclat0.s it,} in 
the saiiip liT< ath ix tu,v Ime of 
th-' /-I'l/te, I'.e would liave added rl; ‘x 
ru^'fnhjxi air, /»tr of thoie lhal dip rather 
Miiin { whii'h platnhji sig.- 

nilks, the vety persoii t/inl diJifielA.^ 

' 'JbfStn n! man i\ indeed Afcwe 

often in cornirnm speech, say * poison i9 
going 01 gone, to iniinuitc t^theU dyinqi 
or diad, mi Elsiiyr shews ((Ibaarv. Vol. I. 
p IIP,) that tlw word .'«(«yaihas the am¬ 
biguity. (JomparC Josb. Xxtii. 14, and 
Psal xxxix. rj.—The lepetition of that 
title of the SiiJi of man, which is l» icc used 
here ht the same veise, has a peculiiii 
eneisv and dignity, not commonly ub- 
-.cued 

t h d n, ihferinined.] As.tliis pas^.-ige is 
’.i"t liable to the ambiguities which suuu 


have uppiclienilcd in Acts n. 2'i, .ind i\. 
2S, (which >■ t seem, on the whole, to be 
paiallol to It in ihc i ino'i n.'tarnl (on< 
slriution ) 1 look epon it .is .in cvideiil 
pioot. that those things are iii the l.in- 
gu.nge ut si.iiptiir(; snul to be deti nnim d, 
oi di‘<'iped,(orex.ietly honiidi il.iiiu niaik- 
e<[ out by (Jod, as the word apit^ai most 
iialiiiallv sigiiitles,) wlneii in si i s mil m 
faet iuippeii, in coiisc({ueii< c ot liis \oli- 
tiiins, without an\ in i essitaiing ugeney ; 
as well as those esciilsot vliithhi ispro- 
jiCrly thcniuliDi; (ami, as Ikvawell e\-- 
prosses it, Jill iu{uitui Vieum, eiiu'nrhle 
sane Uiqudui, we need notteai lallim; into 
any jinpiupriety of speech when we use 
theliingnagcwliiehCiod lub taceht)! j\, 
wiUioiit any nocessitatimr .igmev, be- 
(latish 1 apprehend that this tixt, .imong 
many others, must cntnely oieithrow 
thje pchcuie whieh Mi Coliibcr (m his 
Inquiry into the D.iine exisUrnee, p t'T 
■—109.)lia9 so laboriously ciidc a\oiii<d bj 
e>tablish; and winch the ant hot of the 
I’crsiao lettersfiom Parcs, (LePei In ) 
so confidently asserts, " I'h.it wlieietiod 
** foresees an event, he alway s deiei mini s 
“ «1 rcndei it necessary, and so lo sns- 
“ pend the moral agent y .uid aeeoimla- 
“ blenessof the creature rout cm cd in it,” 
Weie this the case, nothin'^ could lie 
mare nniust (on the principles of these 
authors,) than to furetid pnnishtiients lo 
be inlhctcd for such actions, whnii is 
plainly the case here, find indeed in rno't 
otlierphce.s wlKicevil actions are tore- 
told. 



Judas is told, That what he did, he should do quicklxj, 419 


turn ■ but wo unto persons concerned in his death, so there will be sect. 
iheVm^of ^ ‘**°®*' ^hut man by whom the Son ci'XXf. 

irajcd: it had been of man is SO perfidiously betrayed, and who pre- 
jood for that man, if sumes to set a pricc on his royal and sacred xKvi. 

f^ikl"l'^^i"Luke tt had been well for that man f he ^^^24 

' never been boa'll; for a speedy and most dreadful 
vengeance awaits him, which will make the im¬ 
mortality of his being bis everlasting curse, 

25 . Then Judas Then Judos, who was indeed the person that 25 
which betr.iyed him, betrayed him, answered in some confusion, lest 
t" sdcnce he should seem to confess his 

.-.lid iiii’to iiim, Thou guilt, and said, Master, is it I that shall do this 
lust sjifi. thing, and to whom thou reforest in these se¬ 

vere words? And he said to liiin. Thou hast said 
[i'ight;] 'thou art the very person, and t H'lll 
conceal it iiq longer.* 

John XIII. IT, Jjid after be w|8 thus expressly marked out, 

And aitcr the sop, not only by the sop which'.lesus gave him,"'but 

hmO'hfm«ud Jc!*u^ apswcf which he had returned to hi.s 

unto him, That thou question, Satan entered into him with greater 
•Jiiest, <iu rpiickiy. violence, and stirred up in his bosom such in¬ 
dignation and rage at the disgrace he had met 
with, that he could bear the place no longer; 
but prepared abrnpily to leave it before the ta¬ 
ble was dismissed. IVien Jesus said to him, 

What you Site p^o\ng to do, do quickly, farther 
intimating to him ins perfect knowledge of the 
appointment he had made with the chief priests 
and elders, and admonishing him, as it were, not 
to lose thfe opportunity by over-stavmg liis 
time. But the reference being thus particulargs 


John 


XU 


7 f 


DO 


23 Nnw 

whariulol^t hespaS company but himself was 

till!, unto him. privy to, no man at the table knew what was his 
meaning or for what purpose he spake this to « 
23 Pur some of him. For Some {of theni\ tfioughl, because Jn-2\) 

ctilse JmiXd Iho keeping of the coumimi pur^c, on 

has-, tii. 1 t je^us had wliicli they were to subsist during their stay at 
-aid unit) him, Buy Jerusalem, that it was as \iJe!<iis hud said to him. 
Take the first opportunity to buy those sacri- 


* 'thim kasl said .-/f''!/.] This is plainly 
the import of tim oiigina) phias 0 ; It is 
Of Omii /test spoien, (tjui; Mat x*\ i. 63-i- 
Maik XIV, 61, G'2j I.ilfee xxii. 70; 
.loliii XI ill. .37.) Thus, A'ctti j/ck toy sumt- 
ih/iL., si^ufics among us, \oit rinhi. 

.'fftfr ihe sop.} It si'i'iii's icry iiiiin* 
till il ti) appichciid, with Dr Ki'vno'^ds, 
'..j Ills Winks, p 101 iii'J li.at liiil.i,.: 


was encouraged by Christ's guing him 
the sop, to hope that Christ would, alter 
all, piovide for lus own safety, and ad> 
niit him into favour again Christ’s 
Winds above cxpibls^v tut olf all such 
hope; and I belivic eveiy u'advi will 
tiwige thi* common account gntn of the 
copui'..iiuii mmh iiirr^ pu'l..i'j!r 



4'2i) 


Judas goes aioa^ to hceciite his purpose. 


SECT, fiecs, and other thingSf w^ich we shall need far 
cLxx. theJcBsl to-morrow, ai?d on the followinjjdajs j“ n 

or fhai perhaps liip’ iDtemled he should give !,houl(i. give some-. 
<^^l'\^s<nncthing fo the PooTt which Christ used to do, to^e poor, 
thougl] tlicir stock was 'so sin|||l; ht|t always did 
it in a very private manner, which made it the 
nipre pro.hable that be should only gtyje such an 
oblique hint of that intention. Of tliis they 
thought, rather than of any had design of Judas; 
for they did not imagine that, if he was to prove 
the traitor, hjs wickedness could immediately 
lake place; or that he was so utterly abandoned 
as to go away to accomplish k with those awful 
words »f his master sounding, as it were, in his 
cars.* ♦ 

f) But he was capable of committing the crime, '*0 ttieu hav- 
oven with this aggravation; and thertfore hav- 

as was said, receff'cd sop^ he imme- out: arul it nat 
diately went out without any farther reply; and night, 
as it was night., which was the tmle he bad ap¬ 
pointed to meet tho'.o who were consulting the 
death of Jesus, under the covert of it lie went 
to them, and fulfilled his engagements, in a few 
hours after, b}' delivering his Master into their 
hands. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

tuke Who would not gladly continue with Christ in the strictest 
x-tii 38 fidelity, amidst all the trials which can arise, when he ohserve.s 
how liberally he repays liis servants, and how graciously he 
seems to relish his own honours the more, m proportion to the 
degree in which tho.s(i hoijours are shared with them; appointing 
29, 30 them a glorious kingdom, and erectiugf//)wif.s for each of them ? 
And surely, though the apostles of the Lamb are to have their 


" 11 hell 7.1’ ihfill need fer tkefeait.'] This 
7!> oni* of the pass.igts whirh has led QtOf, 
liii^ niicl otiirr cousiderablc critics 
I'ludr, that our I>ird kept i1|e passoti||C!ftil’ 
li'ast OTIC diy soom r than the rest of Htb 
.loiv^,. - 'lljc controleisv is too Ikrge to be 
erUicolly discussed here- I content my- 
iclf With referring to Dr. Whitby's escel- 
lent Di'.scrtntjon on the subject, (in Jiis 
Appendix to Mark xiv.) only observing, 
that the supposition of t hnst’santiripat- 
ini; the d.iy appointed by the law, is so 
improbable, that I dunk it more reason- 
able to suppose that the word femi, or 


j((a»TOer,dnay signify the offerings attt nd- 
ingthe tchoU feast, and particularly those 
preseiilcd on the./fr.tl day of un'eavened 
bread; >liich isccrtriiily the sense o< the 
«oi'd elsevrhcrc (See Dent wi. 3;ond 
2 CbruD. JI3IXV 'J—9.) And if this be .ul- 
miltcd, it Ttill obviate the most plausible 
argument for Grotms's opinion, which is 
that taken from John xviii. 2K. Others 
grounded on John xiii. 1,2j xix H; and 
Mat. xxvi. 5; are (jlu'iateti in lh6 iiara- 
phi'.ise or notes on those places, as the at- 
tentiie rc.\Ucr will easily perceive 



Hejiections on the hardness of the traitor'"s heart. 

N peculiar dignity in the great day of his triuhtph, there is a sense sect, 
in which he will perform to every one that oim'Comethj that yet ‘-lxx. 

A more condescending promise, I him to sit down with 

vid an nn/ throne^ evni as f also atierainie, tind am set down with 
my Father an /as throne, (llev. iii. 21.) 1-et our hOuls in that 
conhdcnce be strengthened to all the labours and sullenngs lo 
which he may call us fortli. . 

It is a melancholy rcllcction, that there should be any one in 
this select .company, to whom tins endearing promise did not 
heloui*; especially one who, having eaten of Chri^fs bread, 
should, in such a sense and degree as Judas, lift up his 
aeainst him. Deliver us () Lord, iiom any share in tliiu guilt* 

We are tr.'iitod as thy friends; wc are .set rt/ t/iy table, lotus 
not ungratefuliv liictc agjvnt f/iee, while the oz fenmeth his awn- 
cr, and the ass his muster's crib! {Isa. i. 3.) 

11 we would not do it, let us he,' jealous over ourselves teith a jfai. 
godly jealousy. Happy are they whose heart-' witness lo their 
sincerity in the presence of him that searches them, and can 
cheerfully -iiay, Lord, is it I'i Let them say it humbly too ; lest 
the infirmity of nnturo prevail upon tlioni l)e^olKl their present 
jiurpo’-e or apprehension, and lead tl em on to do that, the very 
thought of which they wou'd now abhor. 

How'arUully must y«rft/.s have conducted himself, when on ]\].,tk 
such an miimaiioii no particular suspicion appears to have fallen so.I'l 
on him ' Hut liowr vani is that artifice, be it ever so refined, 
w'hiL'Ii, wlnh; it preserves a character in the sight of men, can- Mjt. 
not 111 the least degree impose upon Christ! The day will come 
w'hen he will lay opeo the false and ungrateful hypocrite, in 
more overwhelming manner than that in which ho here exposed 
Judas; and, whatcviT ailvantago he may have gamed, either by 
]irolessii]« religion, or by hetra^ing it, he will undoubtedly find 
that It had been goodj'or him that he had never been hom. 

One v'duld have imagined that an admonition like this, which 
laid hare the sccretM of hi6 heart, and warned him so plainly and 
hiitlifully of his. danger, might liarc wrought some rernor.se in 
his heart, or at least have proved souiie impediment lo the im¬ 
mediate execution of his dc.sign: but, being now given up liy 
the righteous judgment of God to the influence of and 

the lust of his own depraved mind, he is exasperated, rather than**"' ‘ ' 
reclaimed by it; and immediately goes forth, under the covert 30 
of the night, to hasten the accomplishment of that work of daik- 
ness, the consequences of which had been so tfwfully repiescnted. 

() Lord, let thy grace, and thy love, do that for us which tli\ 
terrors alone cannot do! Let our hearts,be melted b) that nohlei 
])nijciple, and taught to abhor every thing which vvoiiM dispLiisc 
• bee ! Oh, let them flow forth into such workings of compassion 
tlic aillicled, as engaged the blessed Jesus lo relieve the poorOi'j 



422 Jesus declares that he should soon be glorified. 

SECT, out of J>is own little stock; and into those sentiments of candom 
cwx. wliif'h would not permit the apostlesy even after this admonition, 
iinagine altogether so bad as he indeed was, but led 
, them to put the milde.it construction on their Master’s ambigu¬ 
ous address lo him! Such may oxxxxnistaken be, wherever we'tlo 
mistake; the errors of a charity, which would not b}’ excessiv*' 
rigour injure the, vilest sinner, and much less the least and 
weakest of God’s servants! 


SECT. CLXXI. 


Christ, Jiaung exhorted his disciples to viuiual h\e, farcKmiti, 
them of their approaching trial, and foretells Peter's Jail, im¬ 
mediately before the eucharist, Luke XXll. 31—31. Johu 
XilL 31,./(I the end. 


JOHN Xin, 31. 
srer JT was observed in tlic preceding .section how 

"I.XX1. .Iiiilnfi lipiiii]- rrifirkerl niit hnlh nhr’n.t-’u 


JOHN XIII )l. 
'’J'nrttFroRF Mhe-u 

•hulas, bring marked out both by Christ’s iw was soiu-'oui. 

.le-us 'i.nicl, Xow ■ 
(lie Sou ut nun gK<- 
rified, :ni<l (.od j 
glonlicd in him 


Tohn quitted the place m a 

xni.")! ttiixture of rage and conlusion ; when therejore 
he was thus gone out, * Jesus said to the rest of 


his disciplc'. as they sat at thr table with him. 
Now is the Son of man just on the point of be- 
ipg glorified far more remarkably than ever; 

- and God m a most illustrious manner /? to be 
glorified in him, by tbe signal and extraordi¬ 
nary circumstances of his abasement and cxal- 

32tation. And you may assure yourselves, that 
if God be glorified in him, God will also g lorify 
' rti’m in and with himself, in such a degree as 
shall in the most convincing manner declare his 
intimate relation to him; and the time will pre¬ 
sently conie, when he will emmcntl;^ glorify 
him: for the Son of man is^v^y shortly to en¬ 
ter on the honours of his d^^ial and universal 
kingdom, and in the some rays of 

Divine glory shall shine tlSroug|>all that cloud 
of ignominy, reproach^and distress, vdiich shall 
surround him. 

,J 3 My dear little cliildren, whom I love even 


■V’ If (!.><! b.- L'l.i- 
rilicd 111 liiiii, I ^I'l 
hli.iU.iKogliiiiiv liipi 
m Iuwim'H, .iiid»h.iii 
slinighlwav iaIoiiIv 
hun. 


35 LiUiu children 


U Iwn then fore ke itat doni^ out, \ The «;unaldy supjioic, ('nrut wovdd hav" 
rc.idcr will ob'.eue ttiaf, li tlie fniincr cuDpiiandcd him to drink ot the cup, .t' 
rramnnm relating to tin' order of (In'- ihc blood i-hid for hiui for the romi sioii 
PluI ot ti’c stor.vbe j'l'.t, .Indas certain- of In'. sin», wtieii he luil cist liclorc hrni 
l\ wont onl bif'jfe the, ciidiarist-w j- d'-claimg iii ol'icct, that bi^ sms. Mioobi 
■ju'ir .'id. Artl lodt f'd one i-'iunot ri .1- ii"\ ei be forgiven. 



]Ic commands his disciples to love one another. 423 

' f’t a little ^hiic I. im vviih parental tenderness, and whom my heait sect, 
me ; and P'^ies Under all your trials and sorrows, it is yet 


Joint 


U^aM^ -inti) the Jcb>. but tf vorv Utllc K’AiVe louger that I am to coii- 
~^Viiiiiirrifio,yecan- tiiiiie mithyou; a few^hours more will fiart us:xin'.'“- 

ne^nn'-, -^i now 1 whnn t i»n* arniin He ihiitl sppL hip * 

ly Tfi 


iay^ota >011, 


and when lam ^cn\e^ ye shall seef> me, a/it/wish 
for my presence and converse; but, cis / to 
the Jttvs, that whither I ^o, ye cannot evtne 
(John vii. Si; and vin. 21, p. a2, til), so now 
J say to you, Y<i cannot as yet come to the place 
•34 A new com- whither j ain goino;. Bui ohserte my parting;j 4 
nidTidiiKntii'iveuii. words, and let them be written on your very 
toyoii, i hat jeluvp ; for I ewc it aou as a new loiUmund- 
h-iM'loved yon, tlut meut" and press you liy new niotnosand anew 
v'dlvilovc om <ui. example to a duty wtiicli hitherto, alas, has 
been too little regardctl; and from henceforth 
would have ^ou to consider it as confirmed by 
a new sanction, and to keep it ever fresh m 
youi memories; That ye'hve <mr with 

a most'sincere and ardent alloction, such as 
mankind have never known before; yea, 1 would 
now enjoin you, exen us I have loved you, that 
ye also would lox'e one another, with a friendship 
which'may carry you through such clillicultics 
and sufi‘erm;is as I am going to endure tor you 
r.y this shall all. This will he the most acceptable and theS.s 
most ornamental token ol your relation to me; 
and I recommend it to you, as the tiobiest 
badge of your [irofession: for by this shall all 


I* t ni\ cnmniantlment ] f ivpiirehcnd 
tins cxjiitvsiiiii sij^iiifics ii'iich inoic than 
a fn.t rhund. (Compare 

1 Joliii ji 7, H, .ind ‘i Julin tri. S ) It 
.1 strung and livflv iiitiiiiatiou tliat 
thr I'Duag'intIlls' to mutual love, peculiar 
tij tiiu C'linst'an iii!,pt nsation, are so 
Mii^jlar, and .so f’ogtnl, that all other 
iiieii, whi n ciiiiipiircd with its vnkiiics, 
iii.iy spom uninsti noted m the school of 
tiieiiiUhip, and Jesus may appear, .is it 
«cro. till, first professor of thatbuine 
Svieni'c. JainbliouR (Vit. Pythag. cap. 
.T).) sieinii very ii^urioiisly to have pre- 
teired the P\thairoie,iiig to all other men 
On that .iceouiit; but it may he observ¬ 
'd, that both he and Kuiiapiu!., like many 
inodcrnit, seem to have had very little 
regard to truth wfieri falsehood might 
east a slni on Chi istianity.—iJi CLirke 
•veil observes, that oiii {ord seems to 
li.iM lii'd this pei'uhai stress on chaiitv, 
us foieseeiiig that guicial corruption 
ind dcstniciion of true Christianity, 
,! 'h the want of it wouldcause mnons 


those that ^holIld lall theinselvci- his 
clnueb. (Claik’s tJeimoiis, Vol. Ill p. 
297.)—Kapbelius (Ami.it e\. Xeo p 
137—1.'}9) Jus the best note J evei baw 
on I he passage, lh'»(gb I think it luidly 
rcaclics the full spiiit ofit, in uliieh he 
shewi, that Xenophon eall.s the (oai «; 
JyC'irpo^ xamltht nimi, itry : Vtii, 
jiev^ral bnndred yeais after they wcit 
becadbC, though Ihey lad been 
Commend) d hy other nateais, they li..d 
hot be^n practised b,v thiiii—I'eihapb 
our Lord may licte in iimile j rei'totum, 
not only outhat paitv spiiit • bieli pic- 
vailcd so much, in the Jens, but liLewisc 
on the (niulationsaudcontciiiions ani»iK 
the apostles themselves, nhich imitn.il 
love would easily have cuicd. In tins 
sense it is still a new eoniuiandmciit lo 
us, who generally act as if wc had not y 1 1 
got time to learn, or even to re..d ■( 

« The noblest had je of yoiii pioJ'S-ion ] 
It is noil known th.ii the tuuinhisoi in w 
societies appoint somejipciiliai ou'itonnl, 
sign, 01 mode of living by vvhn'li ih(,i!. 



424 On Peters confidence, Mm fareletts his fali 


SECT. mcH know that ym are mj duciples indeed, if 
cLxxT. tlu*y sec yoK have that lively and generous love 
for cdch other whiob nothing but my go&pui can 

xiiiVi to inspire. 

On this Jesus [laused, that they might have 
an opportunity to rodect seriously on the im 
porlant charge he hatl given them. And Simon 
Peter^ touched with what he had said of his 
being ready to go whither they could not come, 
mid to him, Lord, permit us to inquire, whither 
an thou ffoing f Jems answered him, I tell thee, 
Peter, Whither I am ^oing thou const not <li- 
leetly follow me now ; tor thon art intended for 
.service in my church for many future years : 
Imt let it suffice t lice, that thou shall follow me 
jifie}'WaTdb ‘\\\ the same way,** and dwell perpe- 
^"tually with^me. Peier said, to him, in a tran¬ 
sport of eager and tender affection, Lord, whij 
ccoinot I follow thee vow ^ Whatever difficulties 
and dangers may be in the way, thepros|iect of 
them does not discourage me ; foi / will most 
willingly huj down my hjefor thy sake, and had 
much r.ithcr die than part with thee. 

JSut Jcsiis answered him, IVilt thou iudceil so 
readily latf down thy life for vnj sake ? Alas, thon 
knowest not thine own weakness, or thon 
, woiildst never talk thus confidently. 

And the Fjord addcil with great earwstness, 
and said, 0 Simon, Sman, ( must tell thee, 
31 that an hour of terrible tiial is just at hand, which 
Will press h.arder than thou, art aware on thee, 
and on all ihy compafii<)n« here: for behold 
Satan, as in the case (<f Job, (Job ii. '!•, '> ) has 
requested of God a permission [to assault] yon 
all by furious and violent temptations, that he 
may t0ss you up and down, au^ sfo like 

'^2wheat in a sieve : (ciomf)ar^.‘i4t?»Oi h. 9.) Put 
T, forc'^eeing the danger thou, Peter, 

wilt peciihaily be exposed, hai^e graciously pre¬ 
vented thee with the tokens of my friendly care, 


.'ll! men kiiotv thal 
ye are my disciples, 
tt yo have love onr 
to another. 

.■jii .Simon IVlep .nd 
unto him, Txiid, whi¬ 
ther irocst thou' 
Jesu- answered liiin 
Whither I go, thon 
caiist not follow nu' 
now, hut thon sh.ill 
ioliu* 1)10 after¬ 
wards. 


Luke 

\Ml 


37 Peter sjid un¬ 
to him, I,Old, why 
eaiinoi 1 tollo« thee 
now ■' I will I ly do«n 
inv life foi ihv sake 


SS - Jesiis ,irisw( 1 • 
eel li.m, Will thou 
lav do«n thy lite 
lor niy s,ike'— 

T.itm XMI. 31— 
And the lord slid. 
Simon, Simon, be¬ 
hold, SaUii hit 1< di 
Rircd (•! kair voo, tli.n 
he mav sitt 
wheat 


JJiii I b I 


followers may be known from wthera. Ins roMiwecliont when he ordi red him tr. 
Iliks swem? to be heie alluded to, follow him i.lohH Mti. 18, tO, fii'ct eei), 

'1 'l/iiui nil lollti-w iwr r</Vf'>iwrfh.J I namely, 1 bat Peter should die on tlu cioss 
aij> iT.'idy I llmikonrloid here obli- for Ins s,ikej. which am ent bistoi v .is- 
fjiielv hints .at wb.it hcatier«<ird« hirthcr «iirfs us ti'al he did, See l.‘ii.si !• {l.-i 
’unified in his fopim.io.i *1 Peter .'iftci I eelt.. lib i'l cap 1, 



Before cock^crotoing ke^mttld dm/ him thrice. A25 

prayed for thee, that and have prayed to my Father far ihee^ that lio *>f. t. 

would communicate tO'thee such supplier of nxxj. 
vrtud, ‘.trengthen grace that thy faith may mt utterly Jafl^ and 
,h\ brethren. sink uiuler the violept shock it is to receive : 

V. avd let me now exhort thee, that when thou art 

returned from those wanderings, into which I 
know thou wilt fall, to the paths of wisdom and 
dijty,® thou wouldst be sure to make it tlimo 
immediate care to strengthen thy brethren ; and 
do thine utmost, all thereinamjtler of fhy thus, 
to engage ail over whom thou hast any inHuerict*, 
to a steady adherence to my cause, in the midst 
of the greatest difRculties.^ 

.'j Andi.csaidiin- Still the Confidence that IVier'iX 

iiLdy"’io "(I with his own stedfastness and aeal, that h( 

thftc, both into pn- stfzd/oAm, witiireiicwed cagemess and warmih, 
on, and to dtath. Z^rd^ what I Said bot iiow IS the deliberate stm- 
timent and resolution of my heart: lead me 
therefore Vvhither thou pleasest: for I am ready 
to go with thee, both into prison, and to death 
Itself, and whatsoever 1 may suffer hy continu¬ 
ing with thee, none of the most cruel of thine 
enemies shall ever be able to part us. 

\ »r'\ciiP Isa*’ But JchMs, that he might convince him ofhis^-I 
imt" thve.'j* ^Petrr^ weakness, and prevent nis ever trusting in his 
ihi . opk ’shall not owu heart again, said to liim, Peter, I know the 
Koiuhisd.ny,butore hiucerity of thiiic intention, yet J most assured^ 
ly my unto thee, Jt shall not be the time of 
t'oc/r-croiaiag to-4ay,<f before tiiou shalt be so tcr- 

r JHifn t/io’i ait ri'lnrneii, &r J Km cj his long and affectionatercraitmhranre of 
Tz.'- rti this lOleBM charge. Many .pas!>age$ of 

t (' .niioi think the authoiiiiC', nlm h ihe the first are peculiaily iotended to ani- 
U’.uiicd I'.lsncr piodurcs, (Ol).iTi. Vol. I. mall'BisChrlitian brethren to a (Oiira- 
p 'Jit), 277.)'-iiffiv’ient to induce ns, with geotis adherence to Christ, amidst the 
Mr Norton Kiiati libidl, to translate these greatpst diingers, IJ'ct. i 0,7; ii I", 

Moidi, JJv llu.u, iume time or other, ronvcit 120, iiL It—IS , iv. 12—19; t S, ‘l, 10. 
iiiul itreif’lhvn thij hrethren —For the sig- and the second has several eautiun^ to 
niricntion of $ee Acts i\. 3b , guard them against the seductions <>f n- 

XI ‘21, xi\. I * 1 . ror, {ii some instances mme to he drtad- 

f Make* it thine immediate care, &f.J cd than the terrors of the sc-crest iicjs-^- 
] ('an see tio uh)ection against taking the flvt’on. 2 Pet. i Iti, l‘i, ii 1, '2, 20 '21, 

(.liargc III thiscotnpiclieiisive sense- and in. 2, 17. 

as 1 (]uestion not hot Peter, after be had 8 It shall not ^cthc Mine of <mh!.f'l':^l>lu 
wept ills fall so hitterlv, as we know ho to rfnt/.] A careful pcni“al nf'at''t. claxxi 
did, applied himseir to rally Ins dispers- coinp.trcd witli tiii<:, will jh' w why 1 
rd hrethren, and to prei ent their fleeing have not here hronyht in the .'iccuunt 
from .Ti-iiisitlein, till the third day was winch Matthew and M.nk h.t-.e given n 
t)V(ir, in the morning of winch ho w.is up of Christ’s admonitions to Peter and l.i<- 
heliincs, anil e-irly at the sepulchre of brethren on tins head, which appeal io 
0111 l,onI (see lohii xx.2,3, seot.Cv'iv.) he the renewal of ll.i-, ^ line h mis attei 
'mil c(l the etrain ofliia cpi-'tlcs sbew« tt is plain fn-ni tnei c- .ipd the ■ •m* 



'I 

420 Jlejlections on Ckrisfi,care of his disciples. 

SECT, rifiod at the face.s of these enemies whom thou fhat thou shah thm'r 
cLxxi. nf)‘.v (Ictlesl, that thou .shalt thrice deny that 

•' llmi so iimch as Pmwestme^ ami shall solemnly —38.] 
tliM I.oij) ail regard to me. (Compare Mat. xsvi. 
j,3l, ami Maik xiv. 30, sect, clxxxi.) 


IMPROVEMENT. 

I "ho Alas, how leatly are we to forget ourselves; and how much 
.'33. jj, hands than in our own! Ifow frequently 

(Jo we, resolve hke Peter^ and in how many instances do we Jail 
31 like rum! We see the malice of iVa/tfn, and how eagerly he de¬ 
sired t ) try the apasllesj and even to sift them as wheat: «e see 
also the graenjii.s care of oiw Redeemer, who, fore.sceing thedan- 
’ — ger of his servants, laid in an unsought remedy, to winch they 
respectively owed their security, or their recovery. 

Let ns rejoice that the great enemy is under .such restraints, 
ami can h?ive no power against us, unless hy permission from 
above. ' Let us rejoice that CAmf is a constant and invarialile 
J’rictid to hi.s people; and stdl appears as an /Idiocateti'iih the 
Father, and as a tender faithful Shepherd, watching over them 
for good, while Satan is seeking to devour them, (l IVt, \. 8.) 
If at any time that adversary get an advantage over ii'^, ht us en¬ 
deavour in the strength of Divine, grace an immediate iceovery, 
-32and when restond, let .us exert ourselvc.s to strengthen onr he- 
thren: for surely it is most reasonable that we, who aiv .vn/v 
rounded with such various, and such sensible infirmities, shoujd 
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that arc out oj the 
■ waiy. (Heb. v. 2.) 

I'lin In this instance, as in all ojtherS) let ns b<‘ niindhil of the dying 
'•^•charge, the new commandment of oin dear f,ord; and let ussliev\ 
upon all occasions, this distinguihhmg of our relation to 
him, even our love to each other, So will our proiession be adoni- 
.31 ed, and the Son of man be farther glorified, by the i ondiiet of his 
servants on earth: so shall he at length glorijy us icith himsclj, 
ami after a short absence call us to follow him into those re- 
Ii'gions of perfect love, which ujust of course be the scats of ever¬ 
lasting joy. ■ ; 

In the mean time, send dciwti'^ 0 gracious Emmanuel, ihy Spi¬ 
rit of love on all thy followers; that vve may no longer glory 111 


llial Ihi*Cock actiiaUvrien'befoM,’Peter’s For it is welt kii;mn, ILose Mgilanl am- 
iliiid denial, ne 'must mlainly take the mats, on any little dMui bailee, otten crow 
" Olds of I like aud John, as in this ver- at midnight, or beiore it; though th* j do 
Moll, fui (III. I oiiiinon time of cock-crow- not cvmc troni ihcir roost ’ill about th>-ec 
111'.;, which pnih.ihly did not come till af- in the inorning, which w.ss nsiiully called 
t'I the (cick wliii h Peier hcaid bad ciuw- the cock crowing (Maikxiii.,. 1 ,i.) .Sf' 

• d the second time, and peihapBofU’ner I)i M l ilby’.'. NoU on M.il wm, ;i-v 



Christ, after supper, institutes the euckarist 


4 - 2 ; 


,;vjie little distinctions of this or that pariy, but may she'u^ v'e Ure 
"V/iris t ians hy thi& resplendent ensign of onr order! May we bind 
‘|on onr shoulders as a mark of honour, and wear it as a crown 
our heads; that the spirit of hatred,-reproach, and perse- 
cui^ may vanish like an unwholesome mist before the sun, and 
It may again he universally said, as of old, Dtkold, how these 
Christians love 07ie another! Amen. 


SECT. CLXXII. 


Christ, at the conclusion of the passover, institutes the eucharist. 
Mat. XXVI. 20 —30, "Mark XIV. 22—26. Luke XXII. 
19 , 20 . • 


>UT XXVI 26 XXVI. 26. 

^NJ) .i' Ihej wcit* ii^UCn was the admonition that Christ gave to ^i cr. 
,aiinp, icsustook ' Petei, and sucli was his discourse with his 
th’S “d ‘liscmlcs while ihey were a( .-.miper; md mm 
hicisfd n, .ifidiirakc OS they Were eating, or just as they had linislied, xwi 
It. .md It t(i thn the paschal supper,* Jesus look a cake of bread; 26 
disciples and said, having ill a solenui manner given thanks to 
his heavenly Father, and blessed [iV,] that is, 
having implored the Divine blessing on it, and 
on the ordinance then to be instituted, that it 
might in all succeeding ages tend to the editica- 
tioii and comfort of his people;•* he brake the 
bread into several pieces, and gave some of ftyj 
to each of the disciples piesent, and saik. Take 


» fust they had fiiiifclied the paschal 
J j\Taiiiiuutd(.i:i and utliir labbif.s 
icll 11 ", that it was a riilc ainon(; the 
«t the cm) of the biippcr, to t.ik)' a piece 
of till. Iamb for the la4 thiii(t thc} eat that 
i'i!>lit (See AiiuNt oi til, as> quoted before, 

II lie c, ^ 'i.ir>.) 11 thus custom tras as 

'lid .IS (.'hiist’s time, it would tiiike this 
.i> timi so muoli tbe more remarkable It 
would plainly »hcvt, that the bread here 
diMrduiUd was a ^ery distinct thing-fiom 
the iiie.il they had liecii making to^ccther, 
<uid might hi, in the first opening of the 
.ictioii, a kind of syaibuhcal intimation, 
that tilt .lewi'-h pa.ssotcr was to give way 
to .inutlu r and nobler divine institution* 

h /(/w*cfZ/f.J It IS not cvprtssly said 

III the oiiginal, th.it Chnst blessed it, that 
1 , Uii' hrea'l, (iior indeed that he brake 
it,) her It I', u’tv reasonahlfi to imagine, 
th.il this thank"giMrig was attended with 
a {>' ,<>.1 thit tlic Divine blessing might 


accompany the bread. And it is so very 
plain front 1 Cor x 1 A, that the apO't1e.s 
taught Christians to bless the cup, that 
I cannot but wotidet, that one of the 
niost accurate and penetrating w ntc rs of 
onr age should scruple to allow, that 
Vhmi iileiic'l ike hacruiuental ehtiwnli. I he 
saiiK word is used in Mat. xtv If), Maik 
ti. 41 i viii. 7 ; and Luke i\. 16, whci* 
itis-eertain, an extraordinary i/cjM/ig at¬ 
tended Ike bread and in answer to 
his prayers. (See aUu Marks 16, Luke 
it. 34; and Gen, ii. 3, Septnag.) It would 
indeed be absurd to interpret th.s, of Inr 
conferring a virtue o» bread .so set apart, 
to work as a Ch.irai, either on mens bo¬ 
dies or Souls, but I hope few Christian'! 
are So ill instructed as to imagine thi'i tu 
be the cast* in the encliaii<'t, and all wise 
and faithful niinisters will, no doubt, hr 
bolicuouh to preserve them fn ni so wild 
and iiiischnsoii^, a aoiinn 



Ifc distffbules bread and wine as his body and blood. 


sscT. this hiviid and edtl^ with reveroncc’ and thank- 
cii^xir.fuIiK’S';, tor (hk /w/y, that is, it is the 

sfiiohU* si'jii and representation of rn}''bodv,'' 
is fn’cdy gitetiy and is Speedily to be 
broken, bTSHi-cd, wounded, and even slau^hter- 
y'tSfor you ))o this hereafter, in your assem¬ 
blies lor rc'liipous wor'.liip, nia pious and a dVe- 
• lonate commvnwrcttion of ini\ that you may 
keep up the memory of my dying love, may 
openly profess four dep^ndenc<‘on my death, 
and impress your hearts with a hecoming sense 
of it. (t'omparc t Cor. xi. 24,) 

7 y/nd in lik'v manner, nfter they had supped, he 
also took the cup,^ that is, another cup tUfterent 
from that whitJli iie iiad before divided among 
them; (Luke XTtii. I?, p. 406.) and when he 
had ghen thanks to bis heavenly Father, and 
implored hia-Wesshig upon it, asasolcidii sacra- 


Takp, e.il, this is 
injr bo(l3i[, [l.tikor 
«l)iob IS ftixfn fii , 
you; tills do in 
mombra'icp ot m [ 

C2ir>'i.(ik<.' 

\MI IP.] 


-27 Ami ft.iik.. 
Iikcwiit'als')] ht took. 
Ilif [l.ukt, al- 
tfr suiijii'i,] and o 


‘ 't/nf ;i mi/, /)'»</// I Wtien I unnsidni’ 
Ihiit (as .1 thousand IIrilf- s li.ivcohsiined) 
on t'i(> same rmuidaiioa on n Incli the I’a- 
pisti aT«iie' for tPdiisidi'.t'Jniia'ion from 
tlies - nords, iht’v might proi e, from K/ek. 
S'. J—3, th.it the piu|ihctN hair was ttm 
I'lty of .I('r>,i,aleiii; fioni .fohu x 9. and 
M. ). tliat ChiLst HUS'iiterally '(1 rfoorand 
uvinr, nffttrorn .M'at. xwi. (11, 3d. and 
1 tlor. XI 3 ' lint rii/t w.i'. Aw iWf, 
and that Christ ('i>mm.indt>d his dist iplcs 
to dnnk tmd swaUiw the cup; I cannot 
bo astonished at the inference they would' 
deJiicc fioin-lit’iicc Had Ircuam^ or 
V]pipli<ini(!b r''p'iilcd such .a thing of any 
.MMt of aiieicnt heietios now extihet, one 
Aoiild haie been 'Oi'andidtohunianna- 
tme as to suppose the liistirian inixin- 
fiiimcd. As It H, nnc is almost tempted 
to suspect it to be ihecircct of ariogaiKO 
i.ithci than erioi , .iiid i» consider it as 
1 imic uisnleut attempt to shew the 
voild, in tho s'lmigi'st ins(a<i$$ tHbj 
•‘oiil 1 inxciit, M Int uviiistroviB Ihiftf® 

' icigy sboiilJ daie to say, vbiph'tlih 
vrc'ciicd I iitv should not dare to Con¬ 
ti .idii t, iinv, whii h tliei .huiild bdfbttcd 
to pieti lid tlic} bclincd. Jn Ibis view 
the tboii&lit is odiniratile and worthy the 
mu t.ni.ilicious nit'that evor lorded it 
‘I the heiit.iLir of Cod Itiil it mav 
d tiii'i-oiue Iioiis re'iei tion, whi'lhcr 
't be not an i lance of infatiiatioii, to 
which Cod b.' Livrn them up, tliut it 
in.iy lie a (da mark in all (hat w'ill use 
comiiioM ciisi 111 Liu I'lotsi nior in .i 
chinch Mbu'h laiiri'i i.il'.illihility ; and 
miY not bell nd d in I’lrnidi uci u i 


kind of antidote against the icst ot its 
JXllsOl). 

jitffi Ihc'i find mltpi'd Ac n'm tani th» 
eup. I A learned divine ut ihc i s,ablish- 
iiiciil, who hriS f.iv oiircd me mth iii.aiiy 
sheets of accurate reuiaiks on tins woil., 
(whicii were of so great use to me in mi - 
rectina it for the second edition as to 
demand my public .icknowlcdguiciita,; 
has objected to the suppusit lOii here made 
of it< being anoltiei rnp, wl.iili 1 have as 
serted in the jiaraphrasi. J>ut, witli all 
due deference to Ins pi iietratioii, (which 
IS ind (d very giX'af,) 1 must 1)'"-'1 c to 

ohsf'i'C, that it s(il) apjieals iiiost [.rub.i 
btc to rnc, lh.it it w.is a- 1 tlu ic lepi. - 
scut it, not mcrclj because l.uki iiu n- 
lions a c’rp taken hcfme the fnead. (J.ukc 
XXII. 17, p 406.) blit because m the pas- 
sage he^re us, (ver '20 ) he adds to that 
the mcnti.m of a rnp upo it It is well 
known, the Jews used scvcial cups ot 
vviue at the passovei. and ouc of tlioui 
With ili« anlepust, at tho ver> beginning 
of the feast (Sic note* on Maik mv. 
l“7. p 405.) 1 know nut huw far -o ac¬ 
curate a w'ri.ter as 'A. Luke might taitbci 
intimate this distiniton, tiy using the 
nbiil (vet 17.) with icspcot tu 

the fust cup. vyiiiih strictlv cxiircsscsrl^- 

e'livinii It fioni til’’hand jr.inoih>‘r jno- 

bably of tlic seivxint wbo waited at (be 
table, V. hcrcMs ,a/4 7.tv f/ahi’in I is the word 
used, ver 19, of which Ii'tc in 

ver 20 is governed ; wIncii nii(.''lu have 
I cen etiuallv propel, if tlr'cup flood on 
tilt table bcfuic himi a< tiic bread isiO 
in the ciicliiirist probiblj did « 



an^lgau’i/tf» 
sayliigt Oiink 

A’' •‘I* ul .It. [diid 

t yn dll (liaiik (■! it J 
XIV M.J 
' XXII. Cl).—] 
•.^J;or [lie sain 
until lilt in, I 'lliis 
(1,1'ii.r, < up] IS my 
“Moi.duf ihi iitw li s- 
’aint-iit [ill my 
Moiid], wlm'li Is shell 
[ r,i kr lor yiui 
toi iiunv, li>r (he 

ii'iius iiio of sins, 

l\Ui,( XU Ci. 
I.iish X.XII — CO ] 


liis bbod is shed for the forgit^uess of sim. 4*29 

meiilul sijjii, he gave ’[//'] (o them, md said, hct. 
Ihmk ye all of it, tlMit 19 , of tlio wwic winch it ti\ln 
cont 3 ins: ami accordlogiy they all drank soaie of 
it. Fur, said he to iheta^ as he delivered it in- xxvi 
to their liands, This of wine is a reprt*!>en- 2 S 
lation of my blood, \even\ of that blood winch 
IS the great basis of the new covenatit, [or\ is it¬ 
self the seal of the neio rovQmnt,'^ established 
in my blood, which is shed for you, [a)Hl]Jor 
many more, as the great ransom to he paid-in- 
ihejorgivencssq} siwt: receive it therefore with 
a firm rcsoIuUon to comply with the engage¬ 


ments of that covenant, and w'lth a cJieerlui 


hope of hs invaluable blessings; and do this, as 
often as ye drink it, in a thanktul commeiriuia- 
tion ol rnc, and with a proper care to distin¬ 
guish between this and a common meat, appro- • 
pnating what )ou do ip this ordinance entirely 
to a religious purpose. (Compare 1 Cor. x', 
lut L'niljl I “^>0 Andi\\ax\ our Lord repeated wliat he had- 
.saiii as they were sitting down to supper (Luke 
.\.vn. 18, p. 406), f'erily, J say unto you. That 


' liio Mai uf the n<iL lo^ewnl.] It 
^i‘i ii> I erv ^•vl(l^Ilt, that wlion the >-ji'ra- 
incut.il cup here, and in 1 tin. ^i. !2j, i*) 
> dlh il')«'«"», loicnuH, itmust iijtnify l/tt 
'Cl / ill' it, JH*I ils *liClliIir<//;;m/U« isn-all- 
tfl ( ou'^covtnnnl, tlcii jimi. 10, ami il is 

till H SHiil, \»'i ri, 1/7 (iSGemo)l ihulLhe 

‘1 i/t'iJi fieih, v.c niust iimlcr.staiid Uit nai 
o( it • anil if hy du ^ral qf the couinint bn 
nil iiiit, ji. I here e\i>).iin it, and .is iiuisl 
^ iki If “ au dppuiiited token ut ot r ae- 
‘ I'l pt.ii'; tlidt I 'iv( iiaiit, diirl of thill s Id- 
luiii tu 11$ on supposition oftlu sui- 
(I’lilv of that ncccptani eit is &t> 

, 1 un, tiiat thu cuelur st, .'is well .isbap- 
ti'in, I sm il n seal, tli.-it they wluidis- 
p|)i (■ till' word <>ony not the thing, 
f S e til" Plain Vei'inml of the Lnrd’s,‘ 4 nj)- 
I'li p IfiS, 1 ( 10 }—I Imm' tendered the 
Mind tocew/'.f, latberthnn leiitt- 

•■It hi or u.//, beeaiist it is efidonlly the 
iiiuie ii'.eil s i(uit<i'atioii of the word, 
•mil heiaiise the old I'oveiintit, to which 
till' new upi'iiMd, i.ni)nul with any jiro- 
piitlv boiMlItd a Itstaineiit, with refer- 
II' I' to the death of'liny testat'>r, winch 
i- tin' iilc.i ehieliy iii-istfd on by those 
who «oild lelain uiii commoii versun 
I'l le fViifl, by the wa\. it appear^ mi 
!|in jiiiiierple, ih.il the tnlc of oiir liliblc 
I''II irn ipeily .md olisciii'i ly rendered, 
Sv ,1 |.ii;ec of <'iirii|>l.ii-.uTii'e to the old 
' JiMiisions, ol viliuh they wire bj uo 


means woithy; and which they cannot at 
all the better desene for that sHnetiun 
which the papal authority has "ivcii In 
one of tbeiu, tiiuiigh it setnis tlierdiy to 
hate bcciipieteiied to the uritinal 
* t/i my b'uod, tihuh m ihed —as thi’ 
gieat rjiisuin to be paid fur the it 

I appielicfid tins ordinance of 
the euithari<t to ha\c so plain ati b o iiie 
to theacoiiuiiient or s.'iti'>ia( tii)no)'(. hii-i, 
and to do so solemn an hunuur to fb.tt 
fimd.(inental doctime. of the goepri, tii.W 
I cannot but belies e, th.it while this sa- 
Cied iiutitution continues iii the chiiieh. 
(as irwill undiiiihtediv d-i to the uid of 
the w 'lid,) it will ill iiupos-iblc to loot 
that del'll iiic out <it the iiiiinls u( plain 
liiilnble'.Cttfisliaiis bv all the little artl- 
lieel uf* gui^h furecd and niinnte.i.il inti- 
clsitijt'asiboie aieby which it h is bf cn 
attacked." rnprcjiidii,(-d and honest 
fiinpJicity will always 'ce the aiialoey 
this ordiuADce h3'< to eiiing the fah of 
theSontd hod, (twf dnnkingh's tlond; and 
will be taught by it to feed on linn <'i$ 
the lamb that was skin by the giacion^ 
appointniciit of ('mi io tnle miay t/.en/t 
of the ismld. The enemies of Ibis Inait- 
rcviviii^ truth /iisqlit as well hoj.c to 
picieethnm{>h j cuat of mail witha '.ti.iw, 
IIS torrach neli a liiilli, di it leli'd i.i 
Snell ail indm.iuec as this, by anv of tl-cic 
trifling sop'iiiir.i > 



: 430 They cbsethe ordinance zdlh singing a hymn. 

^Txr.from this time I wilt drink iio more of this pro.- ««itoyou, i 

cLxsn (luce of the vinejS‘until that day wnen I shall . 

drink it next) with you in the kingdom God my frmt of thcvme, j ,i^ 
vyv-’i Tather ■ that is, till, beiiig rist*n from the dead, day wh/h i 
291 have received my mediatorial kingdom, and [heZiJorn 
we shall share together in much nobler enter- of lOod) my tatiwr. 
taiuments than earth can afford, even in its xiv. 23 .] 
highest religious solemnities, which shall then 
be happilv superseded. 

30 -dnd when, according to the usual custom at 50 And when ihcy 
tlie close of the passover, they had sung an s-w"? 
hymn of praise to God at the conclusion of the 
eucharist,** and had passed some remaining time [Maik xiv. 20 .] 
in those discourses, and in that prayer which 
will be the subject of the following sections, 
they went out to the mount of Olives; where our 
Lord had determined to spend some time in de¬ 
votion, though he knew that .Judas and his 
enemies would come thither to seize linn. 

IMPKOVhMENT. 

Milt. Let us now review, with most thankful acknowlcdgnieni, 
’‘*'*•26 this gracious legacy oi our i\y\r)^ Redeemer, this reviving ami 
nourishing ordinance, which he instituted for the benefit of his 
church the same night in which he teas betrayed: (1 Cov.vi. ‘i:i) 
So tenderly did his love for them prevail, when his heart was full 
of his own sorrows! May wc always consider to what purposes 
this, holy rite was ordained ; and as wo shall see the wiMlom ol 
the appointment, so we shall also he both awakened to attend to 
it, and assi.stcd in that attendance ! 
l,ak<! It IS the memorial of the death of Christ, by whichVe repri'soul 
XXII, 19it to others, and to ourselves. May we be ever u'ady to give 


* I it.Ill dunk no mo'e of this produi c 
the Vine J 'I Ins inny stem an intMnallon, 
that Oliiist ciraiik uitli them after 

liie n nnci'tiiMi, (Acts \. 41.) hcldfclriot 
make uh' of wine. I’l rliaps Ibrfr jpQVer- 
tynnslit iiotallow them uficn to'druik it; 
and w(‘clu iii'C tuul that be ua 4 ei'ei'prek 
stilt at niiy fi a^L; atlfiiiit we are surcfhe 
iiewr cclelnatcd ai’Othcr passover wifli 
tiicin. ' Nor duisit appear, that he i>ar- 
tuok ofthi’ cuchari'-t with them, ov ever 
adniiriisteicit it, but at this time of Us 
institution 

'' jIh hymi of piaise to Cloil.] The 
hymitthnt nai iisii.ally siiiig by the .lens 
;it till' p:i>'.in 11 is wli.it ihe.v call the 
IKilli I, i. [>r1i 1)1 .’..II at Pl-uI <'\iii aid 
'"■'ilnl siili i1 'Will ‘.iinir '■! t In'” 


ptalms mij(ht be used by oiir Ijiid at tin 
close of the euebanst, as very snitaljlc 
to tins occasion, though it is nnecriiiiu, 
whether (as Orotius and some others 
tlnnk) it might not be some oilier hvinn, 
more closely adapU’d to the ecleliiatioii 
of the oiicbaiI't,—I thun^lit it pruiiir 
hereto conclude the story ofihe passoier 
end Ell ineiiUon their ^nni'^ out, th. ugh 
tli.it did not inimi djiitcly follow oii tliCii 
siiigiiiv the hymn. Some such little .111- 
ticipatioiH seem to me an advaiil ige i.i* 
thci than an impniniutv, in .m\ li.n- 
Dioiiy, especially wh.n attended viith a 
paraph)use, or notes, and divided into 
melt slioit scetionsasttiosi.’ must be wlin’h 
I r Intel, (Ivd f'jf ^!i ‘ ll’l I'l tiilllllies. 
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till'! most ii*}rular iitul iicccpt.iUo token, that mare not ashamed to .m;* r. 
-huht under the banner ot'a cruoified Redeemer !—It is also the seal 
the ne~j> lervenant in his blw'd. Let us adore the grace that 
Voiuicd and ratified that everlasting cc^wt^ so well ordered in.jQ 
things, zini siit'e: (2 Sam. xxiii. 5.) And whenever we" 

apinudch to thv> sCiding ordinance, may we renew our consent to 
till’ diMuaiuls of that covenant, and our expectation of those bless¬ 
ings wiiich are eouvoyod by it! a consent And expectation %q well 
suited .to the circumstances of its beinjy^ratified by the hloid of 
Jesin. Thus may cvciy attendance nouiish our souls in grace, 
and ripen them lor glor)^; that at length all may be fulfilled and 
peiieeted in the Itngdmn of God. 

In the mean lime, may God, by thp influences of his Spirit, 
gue to all professing C7ini/ifln.t right notions of this ordinance, 
and a due regard for it; that, on the one band, none may, under 
the spi'cious pretence of honouring it, live m ttic habitual neglect 
ol so plain and important a duty ; and that, on tbc other, it may 
lu'vi'r be profane!)/ invaded by tliose who have no concern about 
i1k‘ blessings of that covenant it ratifies, and impiously prostitute 
u to those secular views, above wliicii it was intended to raise 
them * And inav none that honour the great Author of it, en¬ 
courage such an abuse, lest they seem to lay the very cross oj 
f 7/1/v/as ibi‘threshold to the temple of those various idols to 
V, Inch aiiibilious and iritcrosted men are bowing down llieir souls' 


SKCT. CLXXIir. 

Ghiisl, having warned his apostles of the danger to which thcj/ 
would be crimed, comforts them with the views of future hap- 
pniL'ss, and with the assurance of his own groemus presence, 
end ihol <f his Father, in the mi) to if. Luke XXJI. :r'-- 
j.S .loliii XI\". 1— IK 


r,i Ki XMl '! 
ANt) Ik unto 
1 In 111 , Win’ll 1 
'' lit you (lilt uitlioiit 


LUKk XXII. 35. 

''|M1()UGH we mentioned C'hiist’s going out r. 

to the mount of Olives, after bo had insii-' 
iiited the eucliarist, it is very material to ob- j 
serve, that before he quittedihe gnost-cliamber xMi. 
in wliich he had supped, he entertained Insdis-' 
e'pies with some large and alFcctionate discour¬ 
ses, and put up an excellent prayer with them, 
which wc ahall now' relate. And, to introduec 
these discourses, he said to them, When I sent 
you, my apostles, out on' your impoitant em¬ 
bassy some time ago, witlioKt 'cither vur^e to 



432 Christ warns 1m disciples of approaching danger. 

sic.f. supply you with or s^p, to take pro- purse, audscnpj and ^ 

visions with you^ j(Aoe«besuies those on your 
feet, (Mat. x. 9, ^^0, Vol. 1. p. 409.) didpou want said, Nothing. 

necessary forthesupport of life? And ■f 

they saidf No, Lord, Wifi.’very well remember ,, 

that the care of Providence over us was such 
that we wanted nothing; but wherever wc came 
we found th.e hearts of stranjrers opened even 
with surprising freedouMo assist and relieve us. 

36 /o was indeed the case 

in your former mfeion ; hut now you ipnst ex- J" 

pect much harder usage than before, and will be let lum t.ike u, imd 

exposed to greater sufferings and dangers in the *‘kewi!.e /«? M-np 

prosecution of your ministry; and therefore let SVlm^seU 

him that haa a purse take [i^,] and also a scrip, his garment, and buy 

if he has one ; and let him that has no sword be ^nc. 

ready even to sell ms^ghrment and buy one with 

the price of it; so long a journey, anil so sharp 

a conflict^ is before you, that you had need be 

37 well anned and furnished for it. For I asmre i ^»y nnto 
" you, That my enemies are now about to appre- 

hend me as a malefactor, and, after all the love be ac‘'iiiii|]li''hcil 
that 1 have shewn to an ungrateful world, this mo- >‘o ' 
remarkable prophecy T&Aft’A iszoritten concerning iranv'^r* II 
me, (Isa. liii. 12.) must yet be accomplished in me, i-om i-i 

And he was numbered with the transgressors:'^ *»<* **-*' “* omi 
for indeed all the things which are written con- 
cerning me in the scnpture-prophei.ies must 
Cjuickly have an end, and receive their accom¬ 
plishment in my sufferings and death. Now you 
may easily guess at the reception you are like to 
meet with when you come to prearli in the. 
name and authority of one, who has suffered as 
a malefac-tor, and yet demands faith and obedi¬ 
ence ■ft.s an almighty Saviour. 

3 S And they said, Lord, behold here are two swords 

that we arc furnished with slrfeadywhich w»* ^TtwDswwiV And 
arc re.solvcd, in case of any violent assault, to im said uni.i ti 
ti.se in thy defence. And he said to them, it is ** '-•nongii 
enough for wciipolis of this sort; my chief in¬ 
tent is to diveefyou to another kind of defence, ' ' 
pveji that, which arises from piety and faith.'* 

'* threme Iw mvidi ] Prcib.'iblv {.ns. df*fcnd them against roblw'rs. It aftir 
Mr. Cradock (’cinjcetiiies, in bis llarnio- wards appi-ai-s that one of them was I’e 
srv, pari ii j>. 2()tt) some of the a[Wistl(’S fer’-i. See John xvin. 10, cKxxiii. 
lii<.iJ,;lit these sw.ids .iliingnitlitht in, m chief mleiit is to dueet \ou lo 

•>!'ii i'jiiin<\ firijr f»,iii)'s and Peraa, t') atitilhr.i'kind of dofoiHe, &c ] This i 



fhe prospect of their future happiness should comfort them. A33 

jWIN MV. 1 Lot Pci )wt your heart ihcrciofe be tr oiblcd, though sr,cr. 

w 1 to leave you in a world whcro yoncjxxiii 

V) biiievLaiKi. wdl ,sei*iii likely to become an helpless prov 

1 I ■ /' ‘ ‘^ • .lohii 


.11 111! 


the rage and power of yqur enemies, beltcie in xi\\ \. 
t-- 6W, the almighty Guardian of his faitliful ser- 

vaiiis, who hits made such glorious ptormses to 
pro.sper and .succeed the cause in which jou are 
engaged, and belieir oho in me, as tin;proirn.sed 
Messiah, who, wlieilier [iresent or absent in 
hod\, shall alw.ivs hcnmidful of your concerns, 
as well as ever able to help you ‘ 

111 ni\ r.-ithti's And to establish your faith and eomfort, ac-2 

. 11 V .iMMiMiu man- }ourselves often to look forward to the. 

' .uih' Mun?t-'ld heavenly world, as those who are w'ell avsured 
that in my Futher's house Iroin whence 1 came, 
and whither 1 am going to take up my resi- 
deiiee, there are many mansions;^ and it is 
really a spacious and glorious abode, .where 
theie will he ample room to receive you, and 
eveiv thing to accommodate \ou in the most 
deliglitinl manner, and indeed ij it were noi so, 
as I know yon haic still aclod with regard to 
the liappiuess of a I’utiiro woild, lliough too 
nnieli mingled with inteiior views, [ xiould'oe- 
lut. tills time hiive (old yr u so expiessk, and 
not have jieimittc'd \ou to impose, iijion your¬ 
selves hy an airy dteam,*^ mncli less would I 


-iiuiii>ly iiiliiii.iiiri ii\ In', -.rivm;:, 7 mi U'linilo, and Iho vust hhitiIk (ifjxuonN 

M(‘it‘tw'. :/i, lin tli'V ii’iiidmil loilfii il Hhtc se.w. m^i ilii *. i,>i;i i i.iid 
li*’ '.tiftii i' III U. .11 111 < li ' f II men iviOiiii/cd Ui'ii V', .iiid Kk i< (du - i uis l‘.i|j- 

■ l‘i 'ii^r t, )d iii'liiif /,t 0 m mi J ]iil\ I'ij i(’'i^td bv I'l i 1 ii'.',li ti 'loid mun- 

III, I '1 ».!/, .f I ' , !,u tif smu , tin. (I\IMiiln^HJ .llld L"(a< t JIllllOl I 

rill M uouls lie SI) M‘i \ .Hiilii.;iii I's, tli.it i.f viliich, isjiist tin s.'inc.. 

its I iiimill's 1 lisi I vt's tiici liiiU lx It'll- *' hill ,7 /lit I ;.n'/7 /iMi'f hill Ii'iii "] 
.lut’d .is liui , 111 .Is 111 dill 1 I'.^lisli tian'i- Hciiism-S o rsimi ot' tlw'si \m rd; mciiis 
litKin, "f 1 / lull' I' n (iiiil, iiiul yii kt‘- nun h It’ss iKiti'i.il, In tt.tmlil uiiiiu't'l .nid 
/i ! m i.ii' ir I'l i',i' j I/I i ill, tiiiil III' he- icndoi tlifin fi. /• y-, f -u .s, viau, w- 
'/(ii HI III , •11.d ill'll 11 lit « DimiK’iilaiiirii i’ll 1 .Ik if (I II ].iiitl lull ml, 

li lu’I il,i I' llii’iii II. .I'l ill SI tpn ili'iii- t* 7;i«/i/«!)//iI'I 'll, /-i'i)'<'7 li n ' .(julvi II 

< 11 . siiisi's Tut It .i|)”i.ii. I'lDst M.itn- " in .iiiutlii I ii.iiiiiii, .iw\ I me hilU i/u i, 

( ll III h‘ik1u^.S-|j ?-.llilvi Ml l‘il'i 1>I I'<“ I <ll> I" j I'li'ih 'I y'l/'M hjl y-‘l! , 
.ml il I'l't rl.iin, jM c'timt'll Ml 1 1 t.i 111 m ‘ l>uf now I li.n i^iu ii .isi.li to .siv Hut, 

Oi.i) .iiiil Ml Cliiisi niiiild 1)< Mij MM- “ the pl.itd licii f aln.id) [mi juiul.'* 

s .ii.il,lc uiiisid(',iii'^ biMt Mcnk .Mid (li‘- I’liit it Is li.iiil 10 s.i\ ulinl sriis'- can bf 

lii'tm lliur f.iiili «. (nc u’.. 4) in.iilc ot \t'i 'uni tins iiitui'irclaji. n.— 

-llic ii.Mjsitiiiii lirmi thi |)assu,,i‘ in 'I'li.al tin-jmms .k-ns conodcird all tlio 
l.nkt* to this mj .li^lni, .i|.p.’ns so ta-y, plonc^ id llU'.Mossiali’s kingdotn a-t m- 
I'liUMi.; tl'i p.iia.’Cri|ias in tills older, IrotliR'lnrv to tin, linppiiltss of ,i lutiiu 
*li it I uoiidti DM li.ii iMoni/) 1 'iiiM Id li.M o siiicor' i 'in 1 jJ'M v ai'pctiis iioina 

t)i)..i Id it tiftoi" (1 M’ljiloiis, Milt imti’i'd il IS 

■/ >>,'1 J 't/ll I’l fuiiH’ (I'e I ,I,>I 1 DIIIII- tlllliU'M Id U\ li.iti lli.t\ i-..) Id fhiiiU. 

iM"' t \.‘r If Itoun' tliiiii. I,' st ,il- idliu'iis’, tSMi'idi MU', li<m ini'i h Ihi"! 
lo , .1) t!if '. iiious .ijiim’t: .1' II ll" li ul I’ll ii 1 " i.li'lini 01 iiiMt 'i. v i mid 
Mil, 11 ‘ 1 
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lie lias gaing to prepare a place for them. 


irxT. have said ^o much as I have done to confirm 
a.XYUT tliat t'\|)ci tatn)n; but as it ih in it.sclf a glorious 
real 1 so / am now goings not only to receive 
XlV "'2 “'V* •'oward, but to prepare a place for you 
there or to make room for v onr coming rlnthor, 
and to dispose every thing for your most lio- 
nourable and coiufortahle reception. /Ind if 1 
ihu.s go and prepare a place for you, you may 
depend u|jOii ii rliat this preparation shall not 
be in vail), but that / ui/l ceitaiiil) act so con¬ 
sistent;! pan a-, to come a^ain, and rcceke you 
to mys'd/i'^ ihuln^ we are now united in so dear 
a friendship, yi.u also, after a short separation, 
may be U'kvrc lam, and may dwell for ever with 
111 !', //j/d surely I may saj* in the general, after 

all the mstruetioiis I have given you, (hat you 
know whither 1 am going; and you know the 
vaj/ that lea.ls thither, and by which you may 
saiely follow me; wiiieh I I’xliort you theiefore 
tliat you would n-solulely keep. 

Ihil such was still the expectation that his 
diseiples had of his creetmg a temporal king¬ 
dom, that Thonui’i, upon hearing this, says to 
him, Lordf thou hast never yet informed us of 


you. Igotopreyarf 
d. place for you. 


'} And it I go and. 
picpaio a plate lor 
you, I "ill come A- 
traiii, and rt'ceitc 
ynii mill) myself, that 
"licie I Jill, Hurt y. 
may be also 


4 And "liithtr I 
go vt‘ kiio",and tlif 
nay ye know. 


'i Tlioiii.is SAiUi 

uillo liiiti, I Old, ne 


ban been good and pioMR, bad not tins 
broil then eliifl .inn. Coiiipeie M.it. ill 
3'.!, V. K, I.'; ti 90, t-n. 91 , sill 4T , 
xix. 16, ssu '10; 1 iikn siv. 14 , xvi 9, 
.Tolm in I'), 'll), M H, iiS, xi. 'I’l.—97. 

^ J n,’i piims topicp'tri’ II pilin' fur you.] 
When tlic glory <it he.non is spoken nt 
as phpiirrd lirliirr the louuiliUi n of llic 
ttinrld, (Mat, xsv. .54.) this only reftrs to 
the Du-inf piifpoit; but as that was rmnnl- 
cd in ('hriil's mednitmml undfiUikin'', 
(Kph I 4—f)) it mightpioprily be said 
Uial, when Chrl^t went into hiMteii as 
onr Hifik-piu-ir, to pnsrnt (.is it were) 
bis onn blond lit fort the father on om 
ai count, and as oiii In'in/n/irr to take 
posstssioii ol ig lie did theicbv piepaie a 
phue fur ui, "Inch the .ipostlc I'spressi« 
(Ilcb. lY 2:5,24.) his piirifviiig oi 
consrt’i .itiiig ihc heat enly places in w hich 
Hi' are to dwell, which would havu iicun 
enn-'idi.red as pulliitcd hy th cntr.ince 
of such sinful creatures into them, as 
Ihr tabeniai 1« when new-made w.is, by 
having passed through Ihe bands of sin¬ 
ners. on winch account an n’oiirnicnt 
for the .iltai itself, wliich w.is considered 
a' must liulv, w.utlic first act perfouiicd 


in it whe 11 it was opened ("sod xxu. 
Id ''i7.) .\tid an atnnetnent tor the wliolc 
tdbi-rnacle, as polluted hi the access of 
siniieis to it, was to be npi ated annual, 
ly. lav xvi 1(5—It may not howiLv'er 
be imp'oper to obsciie, that the woid 
ijotten tianslated ivom , (l.itke ii. 
7, MV 10, 2‘2 , 1 Cur. \i\. IG ) .ind thus 
tin signili'-atioii lieieiiriy be, that thiisl 
went to heaven In moh inuni tm t/u'iii, 
or to remove tli"se things niil of the way 
which ohstriictrd tin ir ciiti.nue, 'J hi. 
must at least be included, tliMigh the 
word t^'ioi^ts-tti may perhaps cxpiess still 
more, 

B I tiiill come again, &r. | I'hi. c oiinug 
ultimate'^ refers to ('hiist\ solemn .ip- 
pearaiKC a*' the last dav,<ii receive all 
ills servants to glory ; jet (a. was hint- 
cd before in notef on I.iik< mi. i(i, p. 
117 ) it IS d beautiful I'lleuinstaiii e, that 
the death of everv paiticiihu bilievei, 
cunsidiMiiigthe iinivcisal pi.uer and pio- 
vidm e ot Christ, (Kce i ft) may be 
reg,iided as Christ’s coming to fi tcli him 
liomr, whereas .Satan is spoken of as 
having naturally the power of dt.ith, 
lleb. II. 14. 



Christ is the IVay, the Truth, and the Life. 




not wiiithfr the jilacc, and we know not so murh as ichither >ncr.' 
'ii'( then can ar possibly 

«.iv- the '(Vay thither^ Jesm says to him, I bave^-**'^ 

* U'Mjs -atih iinti. already intimated to yon I am going to tlio Fa- vu)"f 

consider this, you would ‘ 

Oi, I, if lYijn ‘‘‘‘Jon see, that / am myself the ft ay, and the 
lutii ih<, I’a- Truth, and the Life;' that I am to guide, in- 
Old uuf fay iTio, struct, and animate my followers in their pas¬ 
sage to eternal glory, and that their progress 
will he sure and vn;orous in proportion to the 
steadiness of their iaith in me, and the constancy 
of their regards to me. and this indeed is the 
true and only wa> yon can take; for tte man 
comtth to the knowledge and enjoyment of the 
Father, to whom I am retnriimg, but by means 
of wu', whose proper office it is to introduce sin- 
,11 jehad known ful creatures to his presence and favour. It,l 
!"' • faaY' therefore, you had knoicn nif aright, you would 

kintivinn\ l.tlliciiU- i j ' # hi i i 

‘.(I anil fioiu in'iKt' surely fiaie Inoum 7uy rat her also,*- in uhnse 
tMiiii u know iiini, glorv iTiy ministrations so evidently center, and 
and inuc 'Odi jiitu iiuieed are liie discoveries thal I ha\e madi', 

of him, and .such the manifestations ol the divine 
peiIcctMiis whieii yon have seen mine, that 
in ('licet It mav he said, thal//'tinj heneejorth yon 
knoh him, and have as it wcie already sent him. 
s I'hiiip^-niiinoto 'lilt'll Thiltp, one of the ap(jslles, hearings 
!uui loiii, e.„ii IIS vvonls, .says to him, witli a pious ardour 

siiilivctii 11-. oecoming Ills cliaiacter, J.ord, do lint hcic us 

the Fat her, ami hung ns to the sight and en- 
joviiKMit of lnin,‘ and it is happiness en ugh for 
US; vve desire no more, and lesijii e\erv oihei 
<■■1. -uti, oiiio iiope m coinpari',011 of this. ./esHv say^ to him,u 
|| ni, ii.iw I i>fi II s.) I Inn- J hicn u'ifh you then so hnije^ a time, ami 
eoii\Clsed among von in so familiar a manner 
lor Mieoessive years, and hast thou not } ei a noitn 


tilin' will) von 


‘ !1 f Ln<'^ 'lit .ih/fiu'i tuo ' nri noiiij' ] 
■| I lioiii.is iiiiijht. think llial 

( Ini',! inu iidt'd to ii iiiij\ t Lii 'onic ■^plcn 

did I .I'.UI' oil r.irlll, III set up Ills I'uurt 
I HIM I'lr :i niiili, lit foie hi leccntd hisi 
jii'i'fih (o the I't'lestii'l jrlnry 
' t tim II,f irtri,lkc j Out I, Old had So 
I.ilrU rliliMTtd t'lie bailie siMitiiin iit iii 
liM'j'i.i.'t* imich like Ihib, fJohii x 9 p 
'.’I'l, ) (hill it liiulit w( II Ion [■ III i'll cxi’i'i't- 
I 'I Mu \ slum 111 li.'itu uniK-rstooil hini now. 

/' yiJ,, li.iil .itrti.li ynu uo'ilil h ,,f 
III ; ni'ilul'i' 'I hi'i is a tllnbl iin- 

I'liii.i'il •ill'!, Ill'' II dm s i.of (l"l"Wiiii!i* 


to what deem' lie most hi’ i'\pliiitlv 
known, in oiili r to luinu saMiigluiu- 
tlt$ b\ liiin. 

I h'fd, iheu «' thf Julliri .\ Tin expli¬ 
cation given 111 (he )Kiiaiihiabt' seiiiis to 
nn' a more piohahle sense than that in 
whuh Mr l''li’iini*g underslandN it, as if 
I'hilip had b.iid, “ Let iis lime a vision 
"of lie fatliti ill ni'irpoioal form, to 
" te-lMv the nic.'s,iir\ of thy O'lnoval 
" llOin MS " (Ss'e rk'llim ’s riiriblnlngl, 
\iil. If fi COi ) I i iiiiiut appiclieiul 

th.il the ip'stlis Ihoi'L'hl t'lt r'liiui VI- 
iM.. 
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lie n in the Father, and the Father in him. 


U!i '.iC 


10 i!pli<\r>st llnii 


« 

•ECT. me, Phthj)'^ jf thou hadst wdl coiisiclcixicl who and jet hast thou n/ 
cixxm I am, tiioii ini«litest have better untlecstood wiiai 
'“'■v-*-'] have iioiv been saying} for he that has seen nth 

//Its in effect seen the Father, as 1 am the thnc 

brightness of his glory, and the express image 
of his person: (Ileb. i. H.) ^Indhow \iht'n\iU)!>t 
ihov sail, alter all that has passed between iis, 

Shtba ti5 the Father. 

10 Doslthmi !iot\\u'X\heheve, though I have before 
affirnii d ii so expresslv, (John x. :}S, p. 121 1-) 
ihiil I in the Father, and the Father is in 
me, by so iniimaie <m muon as to wanant such wind tiui i ak 
language as tills'*'" F/ie zeurds zt'huh J speak to ''niuMJii, i>r< iku 
yon rrom tune to tunc, in wliicb I discover »iin.i I'didiuiici 
inculcate this important Irutli, / -^peak not nu-re- m nu', he ihah i! 
ly of myself; but it is leally the Father uhn'^nik, 

Uu'eKs in me that gives me my insiriiciion.s thus 
to speak ; and it is he that operates together with 
me, and peiyornis the mii.iculous tLoik', that \oii 
lime so ohm seen, whifbare Milli< u-iit lo de¬ 
monstrate the tjvuh ol this assertion, nnsieriotis 
as It IS, and luetedibie Jis it might ot'ierwNc 
j 1 seem. Bthne me theielore m vtliat 1 l)av>‘ said, 
that T [’aw] ^hu^ in the Fathei, and the F^aiher n Hi 

is in ntt, il’ what \oii hate so lun* known ^ 

, , •' , ^ aiuhli' 1111 nil 

ot my general cliaracU'i and vciacit)' will not ,„ci,.b<-iii t uk t.> 

engage 3011 to take it ineu'ly on m\ single tes- thi. inwoi is’sakc 

timoiu, at least bdiexe me on lu count of those 

%i'oi'ks m which )ou have so frequently beheld 

the I airier artiiig wiib me, and vtliich indeed 

allurd so obvious an argument of it, that one 

miglii imagine the sight of a few of them might 

coiiMiici* out that was before a .stiaiigrr to me. 

12 Anil)etwn(//,tr/'i/y,/si7yMH/(7j/y«,"fhatyou 12 \pril. 
sbairiiavo, if possible, a yet stronger evulencc * 'ou, iis 

than what yon have already receited: for he that »"■> 

bilu'xcs in nie,^ that is, many o!' my disciples 
in thes<* eaily ages, and each of you in particu¬ 
lar, shall receive suoli an abundam coimnumca- 
tioii of the Spirit, that the niiracnlous leork's 


^ I f .■)! in the Fuilu r, ni I the T'nthi > n in 
I**!.] It lb ii'Rinrkablu that Pliilu, speak- 
inj^of the his this oxpicssion, that 
kc in 01 %'.'^' ti 111 h'iiialiti, ihe }ti- 

(Uer’\ iii'/ii in teSh/t hi rt.it.A ; whah ii 
ncailj parallrl tnwhatth" .iposllt* s.ijbof 
riiiibt, to). II 9, lh.it in hondu-elti all tin- 


futriias of Ml' f.WiKvrf bwiitj fii'i' Hr 
Si'otCs ('hiisliaii Iilr, \ol. Ill p '>,'>9, 
Dull 

■I lie lhal M.i’nsin nf] It is must 
11 nil lit, in fai'l, that ih's<ii;h this pinmisi 
L'c i’\j»robbcd in sut'h imlthniii' lan_ifii.ij;i', 
It iimst ho liiMittd as in the pdraplirds** 



Whatever they ask in his namey Christ hull do it. 4 .' 3 < 

tne works that I do, is:hi{.h I perform^ he shall perform also; yea, sr.cT. 

^ h works ID soim* respect /Aa// these 

riiCM' shall he do, he perform , because 1 pto to my huiher, 
w.<.ui<.e I go uuio has thoujfht fit lo reserve the most iimazDif^giftSi^-jy'" , 
' of the Spint to honour my reiniii into glory ; in 

consequence of which, you shall he eiiahli-d to 
speak witli all loreign tongues, to j>ue the Spi¬ 
rit by the imposition of your hands, and to pro¬ 
pagate the gospel with such amazing success, 
as to make more converts m one d.iy than ! have 
done in ih^; whvile couise of my ministry. 

..Vile/, in a word, yon nia> dipemi upon it, that 
lehat'iih'ier you shall asl in my name, uudcj' the 
inllucnce ot that Spiiit, and suhsetv lent to the 
be tiioiined jii iho great end ol vour life and ministry,“ I u'itl ccr- 
laiiily do It, that so the Father may still be glo¬ 
rified in the Son ; who, when he is ascended np 
to lieaveii, will from thence be able, to beat and 
.iiiswi'r prayer, and even in his most ('\:dtod 
stale will coMtinue to act with that faillifol re¬ 
gard to Ins f.itliei’s iiOMOur winch he has slii’wn 
in Ins humiliation on earth. And in tins confi-i'i 
^ deuce 1 repeat it again, for the oncnuiagemnnt 
of your fail h and hope, that I will be as aitec 
tionate and constant a friend to you in heaven 
a.s I have ever been upon earth; aiul ij ytm. 
shall ask any thimr in »iu name, 1 xeill not l«.i! 
to do [if ] 


1 ■! And « 

•' vliall isk III 

I'l.u u ill 1 di) 

tli>( ri I 


!1 v< 

iiiiii< 

I vn!l dll a 


IMPIIOVI MRNT. 

As wo see m the bcgimimg of tins seeiion that eaie ol Chiist 
vvei Ills servants which may engage ns cheerinily to trust him 
lor piovidential supplies, when employed ni his vvoik, so wo see 
111 liie lemaiiider ol'this, and in ih.; lollow'ing diicouises, the 
mo'-t alkctionate discoveries ol the very lieait of out blessed Tle- 
k\mer, oveillowiiig m every sentence vvitli the kin lost eoncciiij 
tint only tor tin* safety but the comfort ol Ills people We see 
a lively image of that tenderness with which he willanothti day 
Xi'ipe aicuij all tears from their eyes: (liev. vii. i7.) Suiely when 
be uttc'red these w'ords he was also solicitous that our hearts might 
7iot Ik troubii- f aud therefore has provided a noble cordial, the 
'itiength of vvhicli shall continue to the lernoiest ages, cswfatih 


Liik« 

XXII 


35, 3^ 


.kibr. 


' ll'htttiuvxer ye ai/i ft mi iiuiin, Lijnchisiun ot the 10^*0 j)l iiiiU irilfilii it 
aridi'i tlic I'lniii'iuf, ti'c | \m usibon m ti,r it ivd'' "uly liy ilu jfiain ot'suib fi'' 

^'i'ihtjI roqiiiri's sum<‘ siilIi iiinitiitiiiii .is tilim b Cut the l'aUi(:i cuiiid bi j'.iiUfA 
herf tji'f’o in the paraphrase, so thr in thi ' iTi 



RvjlfCtiflns on the benefits xve have by Christ. 

&VfT. in his Father, and in him. Oh may that blessed principle be. 
n.vxni.coiifiriiied by what we have now been readins^! 

I,) t us observe witli what a holy familiarity our Lord speaks^ 
of the re;>iuns of glory; not as his servants do, like one daz/lg^ 
and overwhelmed by the brightness of tlu* idea, but as acens- 
Vfr. 2 lomed and familiaiizod to it liy Ins high bnih.i’ In niy Father's 
house are many mansions, (deligbiful and reviving tliouglit!) and 
many mhabitanls in lliein, who we liope through gtaee will be 
our companions there, an<l every one of tlieni to increase and 
multiply the jo). 

It was not for the apo<itics alone that Christ went to piepan 
a place: he i^ enternl into heaven as our Forerunner, (Heh vi. 
'20 ) and we, il we aie helievi'rs indeed, may hi' said, h\ Mitni 
of our union with him, to sit to^clher in heavenly places in him. 
.ii>h\i (Eph. 11 . 6.) Let IIS continually he tending thither, in more af- 
-Mu teolionate desires, and more ardent pursuits IVe knerj) the way 
4, 6 we hear the truth ; oh may we also feel tiielije! Jly Christ, as 
t\\v true and livings xcay, may we CkWic to the Father; that v.e 
may have eternal life, in Icnou'inp him, the only true Cod, and 
<j>/esus Christ wlumi he has sent' {.lolin wii. j) In Clm.'-t nia\ 
we .fet’/?/»/, and have onr eves and our lieaiis open to thost" 
beams ot the Div me gloiy n Inch are relleefed Ji nni tl/eju'e ot hi > 
unly-icffottin Son, who is Jidl oj I'ruee, and tiiifh ^ (.lolm i. l M 
Has he been thus di.seoveied to n-., as our Father, and our Cud, 

^ let It sul/iee us. f.et it dilfuse a sacred and lasting pleasure ovei 
our .souls, ihough other dcsirahle ohjects may be vuled oi re¬ 
moved ; and engage us to maintain a eonlinnal felttiwship ii iih the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. (I John i ;J ) 

'I’o this we are invited by every declaration of Ins readiness to 
hear and answer onr prayers-.imdi though tho«e ynirai idoiis pm, n v 
., 11-of the aie ecjsed, wherehy the apostles were en.ihled to 

c>[ual. or even to I'm'fi/the uoiks of thc-ir Master, yet as we 
J2ha\e so many important errands to the throne oJ piiice, in which 
thi glory of Ood and the salvation of our souls is eoiieerned, let 
us come with a Indy boldness to it, in depoiuleiiee on Jesii^, that 
great Ili^k-pru 0 over the house of (ind, wlio is passed info (In 

P VVjiIi w'.ijt d Imlv t.iiiiilurily OKI the msuhtof Uiesuljivt ■ (foiii|).4.i’Horn 
trii''Ptrtlvi 111 till'rr.iiii's ijf{.’I di'j, .S' ] \iii. IH. 19; 1 Cm. ii '.l, xv .1'', 
lli.si>. fh( run.iiK <f llii’ pi'jiis ..r^ii 2 (‘or i‘ |i, IS, v I- xii J — 
Iiisli'ip of Ciiin!'i.i 4 , III his iiicoinniir.ilili* Uiid I hn lu. 2 ) ri’.l t iiiist s|i('j1>s nt 
Uidl"gii( s Oil I lo'i'.once, ^vlach in.iv U wi'li i laniiliai case uni ncc'di'in , pisl 
Cod put It iiiio til iiCjOs III oHi pK.ioli* << pinici, nlio Iniil he ii i dm ,il. <1 i.i .i 
I'C" fif'iii .1 .d a;t''nli cl\ to ii .id ) ,i|id spUiid.d < oi.rt. w 'uM poaL «ith i .i-c ot 
I... Him h illii'.lialul lo. o'isit' no hm tin in. ny ni iBiliiioeii* thinu. it tin smldi n 
• Tiobtlcs, \,!ii II il sir|i|..ir , ||, vii sr of wh.i h ,i pcris..iit i mild In; v li- 

' ill, iiii'iliiv lie Ill'll p' 111 poos .ind III < cil iipin .>'tonishiiic>ii, .ml i. mi'i! iica 
'll•l';ltll 1 in ii.i o i.iil (.I'lii iiidii'tl ti h'l iscll i‘iiiiii'-i"i ■! lo m il- 

I.ilioi 1 t'li w.ifi!., . 11 1 111 he .iliii I't '! <./ Il inpt In I'spl.ii I th in o li • ii a 
f ■ il it t'. 'ill.. 'J vti; ’I 1 '1 . ‘1 



Christ promises the Spirit, as a Comforter, 459 

ncavms^ and amidst all the grandeur of that exalted state re- sect. 
gards his luimhie followers on earth, and ever appears under the''txxui. 
character of their Advocate and their Friend. 


SECT. CLXXIV 


Christ proceeds in his disiourse with his disciples^ recommending 
a regard to his commandments a<i the best proof •;/ their love to 
kifUf promising his Spirit^ and declaring his readiness to meet 
his approaJiuig sufferings. John XIV. \bj to the end. 


n'MV 15. 


JOHN XIV. 15. 

I ■ ^ iovc‘rnr, kcpp Lord went on with his discourse to his sect- 

my ouiiiumi- jipostles on this solemn occasion, and ob-cixxiv*. 

serving the lively flow ot their aflVetiotr to him --v^ 
in this tender conjuncture ot circumstances, ^ 

added, Jf yon do indeed love me, exprcs.s that * 
love by «i con.srant care to keep my coinmancL 
ments; for that will be a surer test, and moie 
acccpiabli* expression of yonr regard to me, then 
all your trouble and concern at parting with me. 

If. An.li niiiipjay thus you may de|>end on the correspon-ib 
expressions ol mv IVicndstiip to you.* and 
ihei (Wortpr, iiiat particularly that 1 xviU ask the Father, and he 
he iu..y aiildc with xcUl givc ijou another Comforter,^ that he may 
youijiiMci; more than sniiply the W'ant of my bodily pre- 
.scncc, and abide with you, not for a season only, 

17 f’m the Spi- jj,, [ have done, Inityiir ever; [Fveii] the bles- n 

n.r wliriitontT oj truth and grace, ulmm the uorld 

i)f‘r.msc if idiinot fios.sibly rcccivc as a Comtoncr, betuuse 
!>crthhiinu.>t,niithir j/ neither sees him, nor knou's him, hem'g altO' 
kiiowethiiun, butyc destitute ol his saiictilying uiriueiuf's, 

and refusing to admit his testimony to me, but 
ye know him in some measure, even now, by hi"' 
powerful operations in you, and by jou,yo/' he 


» Thus you oi-iy depf;nd oii thr corres¬ 
pondent esprussioDS id iny friendship to 
yon ] Tho Loiini itiuti iiiuy pl)^^llll\ in- 
tiiiiatc, that they niighi hnpe ior an abiin> 
'l.int dcgise of tin Spun’', (oininunica- 
tinn, III pioportioii to the pievalenoy ut 
thi'ir loM' ti> (.'hrl^t. 

*' Ji’e -ttiiU giie If on another ('omeur>ei.\ 
It IS Well kuf'un llul tlie word x-t f»xX.;7v5“ 
iiny signify .i (O'lihrUr, .111 uihmute, ijr .1 
'••oin/ii, , arid it is ciiilonti the blessi d 
Vpinl MisUioed each of thebc chauctuis, 


but tins beiMi’' .1 i'(.ns'il.ilorv discoiir*e, 1 
cho'ie to use lb. toiiiui,'as our traiisla- 
tois (i.ec iloiK — I ol 111(1 says it is b\ no 
Ci.ri(eiiipulL.)i' (I'tui.'iii that the .MahO' 
iiietdiis (Hist.'id ot ir.<^u.uX7ilcv) uad -atf,- 
xAj/cv, that is the lilu'ttwus, wliioli .iii- 
svii'Ts to Mahouinicd in the Aiabii I in 
giia^c. and so ui^c this as .1 pii.])l tty 
of him (lol .Ni/.uiii p 1''.} 5ct li* 
would prubabU liavi ibuii|,)it this mil 
cistn 1 rrv eoiitciupnbie tu ar.; b .t iLvt 
enemic ot Chrntia'iity. 
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He that hath his commands^ M heeps them; 


sect; already du'eJls with you ih jjaft,- and shall quick- 
cfeiajiv.ly ()e more abiindaiitly in you^ by a mneh am- 
plei communication both of his^riftsand ijraces. 
' XlV.'^s Kncourafitj yourselves therefore with thepleas- 
! iiig expect.itioji, and be assured that 7 w/Vl not 
leavf j/ou nc^lect(‘d, Ijke a family ol he!j)less 
orphans, who have no friend or f*uardian snrvn- 
ing;*^ hnt I Kill come to yoH by rtiy spiritual 
presence, and (isit yon by the most valuable 
19 tokens ol my constant care. For jt is but yc? a 
Utile while, and the world seeth me no inore, as it 
has done for siinic time past, iboiigh it knows 
nic not; hul altei 1 iiave done conversing with 
the world, 1 will apnear again to yon, and ijou 
shall see nle in sik h a manner as to feel the Ides- 
sed effects of my distinguishing regard to yon; 
for because / live, i/ou ako shall lire, by means 
of those Divine inflncncesyou shall derive fiom 
me, to cherish the wot kings of guiee in your 
hearts, and to tram yon up to a gi owing meet- 
ness for sharing with me in etorria! life (f'om- 
' 20 pare ‘2 Cor. iv. 10, 11.) And in that day, wlicn 

1 fulfil this promifee to you, you shall expcii- 
V mentally h>ow, by tlic most evident and reviv¬ 
ing tokens, ihat I [rtwj] indeed in my Father, 
and tlial you also are in me, and I in you, by a 
most intimate and iiisepaiablc muon. Ilut this 
will only be the privilege of sneh as evidence 
iheir love to me by an obedience to itty woid; 
for he that has my commandments discovered to 
him, and diligently keeps them; he it is that lov- 
rik me; but none be.">ides have any title to tins 
character, whatever s*M'cioiis pretences they may 
make to it. and he that thus shews thiifc he ioveth 
me, shall be loved by my Father, and 1 mil also 
love him, and in a most cohdcscciulirig rtnd en- 
di'ariiig iwoAwwvwill manifest wyselj to him. 

21 Judas w'as verv mucli surprised at this; not 
Judas Iscariot; for he, as it was said before, was 
gone out bcfoie our Lord began this discourse, 
(chap. xiii. 31. sect. cl\xi) and had he 


kimw him, for hp 
rl)volif>th vnUi yon, 
and shall be in you. 

IS I Avill uotlpiVfe 
Vuu coinfiirtless, F 
*ill coinf to you. 


M 'Vet liul 
wliili', ami till 
M'dli nil mi 1 
l)iit ve M’c im- 

lailal IJiM’, Af 
iiK. aUo 


Vl ili.e il.li \< 
slull kmiv Hill I III, 
Ml uiy I.ill'll, .iiid 
you 111 11)1', ami 1 11, 

}OII. 

'21 H( thill hath mi 
coiiunaiidiiiciitsi ami 
k '(|u‘th tlic'iii, he tt 
is Hint lonih in<*. 
and lie that lim'ili 
nil', ■'hall i« Innil (.| 
iiM' F.ithri, .iiiil 1 a ill 
loic him, ami a 
MlUlllfCst UIVM'IL 
him. 


C‘2 Judas 'aitli un- 


<= / , ii,‘t '“ntr )j'/u oijih'in' ] I'Isnei propriety a father, is fhcnilU ai'd If 
■I’stlyiohiirrii-, 111 it ihi: f .<si'"fthiisev 111) diilv cxpie." rd by this noid oj>< 
r>a I'ki't till* [111'•( m ■ iiiil |iih('iKi,,;t' of ((’miipau' ] 'I In* s n l' 7 ,f.r.) Sic 11 r 
' .r» ’(.‘•ir t'u ,'il t'lii 'I: i '* 'n *.ti,, t i'i I I p I'l 



the Father and ChiHsf xoill love him^ and come to him. 441 


;ohim,{notlscariot,) bctJii tbcrp, ho always too rtnich on his ■'Por. 
S’ir ‘“'-e 'IrappeJ »"}' him of his view toc^. 

thy^pif unto us, and C’lii ist s temporal hingdotii; ** but atiothor apos- 
■V unto the world > tlo of that oathti, who vVasalso called Tbadaeusxiv. '2'*’. 

and Lchhotfs, flie son of Alnheus, and the 
brother of .lames, (sec note'on Mark lii. 18, 

Vol I. p. 1295.) a near relation to our Lord 
hirnsplf:* this Lulas, upon hearing Christ c'c- 
press himself in such a way, sm/i to him. Lord, 
how IX it that thou wilt maiii/tst thyself to us, 
and not to the mrld'^ Dost thou not then intend 
to make .a public ap|)caiance, which will be 
obvious to the eyes of alD 

'j,t jcsin .»nsw#'iod, •/esux an X we rat and said fo him, As to that, it^^ 

»tid sjid iiiitn him, niay be sufficient to tell you, that, as 1 said be- 

sincerely/ore twe, he 

And my raiini uiii Kill 111 ail liuiuble and obedient manner ktiep 
impijiin, uiidwemii and obsevve. niij tpovd ; and \{ he shall be fcftiiid 

SLTlwi;.',:,'!i. ‘O ‘i" who at all times liasatan- 

>i.m der regard to my liononr and interest, will nn- 

doubicdlv love him ; and ice wilt botliof us Lome 
to him, by the favourahle tokens of our presence, 

And Ti'ill make \oiU'\ constant abode with him: 
you arc therefore to uiidcrsiand what 1 said of 
manifesting myself to him that loves rne, not of 
any corporeal and sensible appearance, but of 
such a spiritual and intimate correspondence as 
the iiivi.sil)!e f ather ot glory and grace main- 
lie tint lo^eth people through me. iJut, oil the 24 

mm-.t, ki'ippth imt contrary, he that does not really love me, does 


■' \Vt> filw.ivs tuD niiit'li un hi*- *tiiard, 
&.I. I It js ubs(."\<il>li', tilatJudA^ Ucanot 
nA*) -.1) liiiisiu'd <i ii} ]KicriU', lii.vi no tu \cr 
liiid Ihin viM'in uni: word of Chrihl’s 
ti'in|i'i.il kiii<;doiii tlKiiK^ii prubahly till* 
lii)|(p of pii'liTiTiPiit .iiid^'iiii III It w.as thp 
dm f (‘uiihidpi Jinn ubioh (‘iig-ij^td liiiu 
to fiillow om I Old —Lpt lilt* n'.uli'i in- 
iliil.c nif* Hliilf I tell liim, that bt* owes 
tills II niAik to that irii'unipjtjblopcison, 
the l.iti lOtfiPiid *,Mr. Jl.md Soiiu*, of 
n.iil)rii>ni*j^!i, (lul Iwl liKTl |oiii with mo 
in 1.1 mi'll tin;; tin* fi al inixlcvti whicli 
t‘ii!;.igid him with his dying breath to 
coii,i;r|, to 1 lie ilamestliusf wiiliiigs wiiK li 
(iiiitim-lii (I .IS siiiiie of them niig'd Imsi* 
.lied) uoiild probably ln\c bM‘ii ilu 
r.ii iris of spii'.iding iiniong tiioiisat’d.s 
th.it >piiIt of wisdom, and bm*, 

ml" who b till* whol** M*ul (*.' ihe au'hor 
S' eiiii’d to be tiauhformcd. 


'' A near relit ion to onr T.ord hinisulf ] 
His tather Alpliciis sn'mst*jha\( bten 
tliObaiiir with ClLop.is, loi as .Inda-. riid 
.lames weio tliu sons of Al|i]iens (l.ukf 
\i IS 16), so ^.lrlll‘^ i** elsnihcresml to 
be the. $ou ol Maiv, (.M.it win 
aud Mark w. 4b), who was tin* wife of 
Clccpas and M'tei to the motlu'i ol ooi 
I orJ, (.lohn xi\. , lud.is is thrretoir; 
tiumbcrbd tvith .I.iiiii s, and Iosi'k, and 
Simon, among the bri linen oi in at Liiis- 
meii of our tout, (Alit. xiii ^j, .iiid 
M.iik VI. 'j); and, hung so ircarlv relat 
ed to Jesus, he mi;,hi think hin'Si It pe¬ 
culiarly oiiiediivd to leipiiM into till* 
111 * iiiiiii; of an .is-eilKtiii iMiicli iccnic *1 
ll^o■lSJ^t( I't with the pio'jifct of a tmi- 
p *i.il k>n'.;doin, in wlii*’*i,'}>, ihiiji*, li* * \- 
peyiid suin '’1 •mi'i'ii' otUci' 



my sayings: and the 
word which ye bear,* 
IS nut mine, but the 
Father's wturh sent 
me. 


442 77 a ? Comforter would come and teach them all things. 

sE<!T. not observe and keep my woi'ds with any coii- 
(cwxtv.stariry and resolution j and therefore mnstex- 
pect no such spiritual and eternal benefits, what- 
x1v*24 ever outward privileges he may enjoy: see to 
it therefore, that you diligently hearken anil at¬ 
tend to what 1 say ; for the word which you hear 
me speak, is not originally or merely minCi hut 
it is [the word'\ of the Father that sent me, who 
has particularly given it 111 charge to me that I 
should thus insist upon practical and universal 
holiness, as one great end of my appearance. 

25 And accordingly you know that 1 have strong¬ 
ly insisted upon it as such; and these things / 
nave spoken to you again and again, ivhile 1 con- 

26 tifiwd personally present with you : But when 
the Comforter, that I have promised you, is 
come; [even\ the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
after my departure will send in my name, to act 
as the great Agent in my cause, and to negoti¬ 
ate the ati'airs of my kingdom ; hr shall teach 
you all things which it is necessary for yon to 
know, and 7'e mind you if all things which 1 have 
said to you, that ) ou may not only recollect them 
in the iullest manner lor your own instruction, 
but be able to record them for the edification 

27 of iny clunch in succeeding ages. In the mean 
tune, as I am now (ieparting Irom you, peace I 
leave with you as my legacy; and, as a blessing 
of the greatest moment and importance to you, 
viy peace 1 give unto you ; such a peace as none 
but 1 can impart, a peace with God and your- 
selvesj^ as well as with your fellow-creatures, 
which will be the spring of solid and lasting 
happiness: and it is not, as the world often 
and wishes peace, in an empty form of ineffec¬ 
tual, and often perhaps, upmeauiiig conr)plimcnt, 
that I give it unto you; but, as 1 most sincere¬ 
ly wish It, I will most certainly secure it to yon. 

I.et not your heart therefore be troubled at the 
thoughts of my departure, neither let it he afraid 
of what njay befall you when I am gone; for I 
will help yen to pu.ssess your souls m quietness 
aiidpeaci' and will establish it upon the firmest 
basis. * * 

28 Yow need not then to be discouraged at the 


23 These Uun:;'- 
havc I .spoken unto 
yon, being yet pre¬ 
sent ftitii you. 

26 But thf Com¬ 
forter, tcAic/t IS th« 
Holy Ghost, whom 
the Father will send 
in my name, he shall 
teach you all thiiif>s, 
and bring .ill things 
to \oiir remein- 
liiine'', whatsoruT I 
have said uiuo vou. 


27 Tcacc I Icaie 
w'ith yovi, my peace 
I give onto yon. not 
as the world giveth, 
give 1 unto you. Let 
not your heart ho 
troubled, neither let 
It be afraid. 


separation that will now be made between ns; 
for as you have heard how / have said to you, 
that away, so also you have been informed of 


Ye have heard 
how I said unto you. 



1 go away, and come 
/iiin unto \uii It 
jti loMid int ye 
would rejoK’i, be- 
cytisf 1 !>aid 1 go un 
loltii [''ather; for in y 
i'a luT i> gioalei 
than 1. 


And now I hate 
tiild you bciiirc it 
toiiit' to pas';, tint 

will'll It IS COUIP to 

pais, ye luiirlit be- 
iic\ e. 


I I 


nil 111 
^11 i 


They should rejoice that he was going to the' Father. 44(5 

<1 

my intention in it, andknow that I have atldetl, sect. 
I will co)7te to you: and surely if you^ 

lined ?Wtf with a wise and rational aifectioii, 
would allay 'your sorrows in the mean time, 
howsoever you might have a mournful sense of 
yonr own loss, you u'oUld rejoice on my acepunt, 
because I said, J go to the Father , for my Fa¬ 
ther, whose servant 1 am as Mediator, is in tins 
respect greater than me, and consequently it 
must he my honour and happiness to be in a 
state of greater nearness to him than the present 
world will admit. jilnd now / have told you29 
this, that 1 have been discoursing to you con¬ 
cerning my own removal, my return to tlie Fa¬ 
ther, and the descent of the Spirit upon you, 
bejore it conies to pass ; that when it does come 
to pass, you may more firmly believe, not only 
on account of the CKtraordinary nature of the 
events tliemselves, but also on account of their 
exact and evident coi'res|) 0 ndencc with tlxisc 
pri'dictions of mine.'^ 

It will be ymir wisdom the rather to observe 30 
and review these things, as / shall not hereafter 
have lime to discourse much more with you 
about them ; for Satan, the prince of this apos¬ 
tate world, is coming to encounter me, and is 
raising a storm against me which will quickly 
.sejiarate ns: neverihcles't, I have this comfort, 
that he has nothing in me, ito guilt of mine to 
give him power over me, nor any inward cor- 
iiipiion to take part wjtli Ins temptaiion. 
he IS perniiited thus to attack me, andlcontcnt- 
cdl} snbinittomy approachiiigsiilferings,<//f//f/it‘ 

World ntay sec and know, on the most substan¬ 
tial evidence, that 1 love the Falhcr so well, as 
to refuse nothing whereby liis glory niav be 
advanced; and even as the Father has com- 
numded me, so 1 do, liow paniliil or expensive 
so>-ver that obedience* may be. 'Viid thend'ore, 
that we may be prepared for tins liom of t(*jnj)- 
tation I hat is coming upon us, arise, let us go 
fiom hence ,and retire to a place where we 


■50 Iliu alter I will 
ri'it l.ilk mill li mill 
you Im till pi line 
ui Ibisu>)i111 conmlli 
am atb ii-itliuig in 
me 


IV k'l 


t the 
A tlial 
tbei , 
'Ulici 
1 . 111 ( 1 - 
I (111 

I ilCL 


' li)« i>nij more finrilv be'tr.c, iiol 
only on aiio'iiit, is'i ] It is lerj jii- 
di'ulli ol.Mivid bv III .li'iikm (in 
iii>- I' I I'lint Kebiii'c ot t'li>isti.inity,) 

1>i<i: iilicii iiin.'i (iliius piciitis .nil jNu 

till .i( ci>in|>li-liiii( III ul piDphtTies, the 
degiep uf ewikiii-e ari$m^ truiii tlii:i) 


ih tlie mcatrst tlu* t an pa-.Mljly be ('or- 
(.Lived 

c -/I'l', Ulus \o lif'iri I Sec noli 
in the iif\1 iceiiini —Tli.il m'<i soinetiiiii'- 
sijliiilii’i Ihiitiy, 01 /it'.fn/.i'/cii, .11 1 hail 
n'liili'Kil 11 , ifi iji', si'i'notf'' nil Jiibii 
M II -J, SI I ! I Ixw 



444 Bejicctions on the regard of Christ to such as love him. 

SECT, may more conveniently attend our devotions; 

Oixxiv. and ulicre I may be ready, when my cruel 
enemies shall come to a))[)relieiid me, to yield 
Xiv*'"i ”*‘^0 their hands, and to submit to what 

my Father has appointed for me. 

IMPROVEMKST. 

John Son ELY, if wc are not entirely strangers to the Divine life, 
cannot read such discourses as these, without feeling some 
warin emotions oi love to Christ: and if indeed we feel them, 
let us consider bow they are to be expressed. Our Lord di¬ 
rects us to do it in the most solid, and the most acceptable man¬ 
ner, by a constant care to keep his commaiidment^, and sure 
.such commandment.^ us cannot be grievous to a soul that tru¬ 
ly loves him; (I John v. 3.) I'he more we live in the prac- 
16,17tice of them, the more cheerfully may w e expect the abundant 
communiiations of his Spirit to animate and strengthen us. 

18 ^ If we are Christians indeed, let us not, in any circumstance 
of life, look on ourselves as helpless and abandoned orphans. 
Human freiuls may forsake us; but Christ will come to us: he 
21,23 will niiinijest him.sclf to the e\e of faith, though to the eye of 
sense lu; is invisible; and Ins heavenly Father u'llt hw «v, and 
wail h over iis for good: yea, he icill come and dicell in the uhe- 
dieiiL soul by the gracious tokens of his iniimaie and iiisepaiablc 
presence. And do we any of us experience tins ? We have 
suridy reason to say that by WTiy of admiration which the apostle 
r 22 said by way of inquire, Lord^ hou', and whence is if, that thou 
Xiult inanijesl thysetj to us, and not to the worhV^ What have w'e 
done to deserve these gracious and ilistinguishing manifestations! 
Nay, how much have sve done to forfeit them! even more than 
many, from whom tliey are w’iihheld! 

27 With unutterable joy let us review this rich legacy of oiu 
(1\ ing Lord: peace 1 leave usith you: my peace I give unto you. 
Lord, evermore give us this peace witli God, and with our own 
consciences* for if thou wilt give quietness, who can wake irou- 
blc'^ (Job xvxiv 2" ) How serenely may we then pass through 
the most tiirbulent scenes of life, when all is quiet and harmo¬ 
nious within! "Fhon hast peace through the blood of thy 
cross; (Col i. 20) may we preserve the preciuns puichase and 
inestimable gift inviolate, till it issue in everlasting peace* In 
this let our hearts be encouraged; in this let them rejidee; and 
not in oiir'ovvn liappiness alone, but also in tliat of our now glo 
23 rifled ami c salted Redeemer. As the meinhers of his bod \, vve 
ought certainly to maintain a pleasing sympathy wixhour Jleud, 
and to Irinmph in Ins honour and felicity as our own. If ice love 
Christ, wx' should reioiee, beeaw-e he is gone to the Fat he t 



Christ represents himself as the inie Vine. 

\nd the same consideration may in its degree comfort ns, when swt. 
our pious ti'iends are removed - il' we loxe (hem with a rational* 
and generous friendship, and are-not too inncii mtluenced 
llish aHeutions under that specious name, ouvjoij lor their es- 
aitdtion will greatly temper the sorrow which our loss must give 
Us. 

. Our Lord uttered these words in the near views of a grievous 
assault from the prince of (his worldy who is the prince of dark- SO 

neib; but there was m lorruplion in hun^ to take pait \vith the 
enemy 'I'oo much, alas, docs he liiid in ns to abet liis tempta¬ 
tions: let us eariiesiK pray, that the grace (f Christ may be 
snjjuient Jor us. and that as his love to (he Father engaged him 31 
to go thiongli this iia nful conflict with the tempter, his late to 
iis may make us partakeis of his victory. Jn his name let us 
U’t lip our banners, and the powers of hell shall flee before us. 


SLCT. CLXXV. 

Christ represents himself under the emblem of a vine., and ir 
horls hi disciples to Jaith and persevering obedience. ,Io 1 .b 
XV. 1 — 11, 

..oiisXV 1 JOHN XV. 1 . 

J A.M Uic tiuo iiiif, ^OML aceideiit occasion mg a little delay he- 
fore they left the guest-chamber, in which 
they had eaten the passover, onr Lord improved 
tile precious momeuls iii addressing his iliscipics 
to the following purpose " 1 am, said he, the 
true and most e,\celleni vine,'' by us union with 


' ''imcaicid ntoci-asiKiiini; alilttr tl"- 
I Tills iii.iv !)»■ giUlii K U lioMi llic- 
ciiiii liisio'i uf the foit^uiii^^ ('hapti'r, 
wlici uiii Lord li.ul said, hi'.e, tfl ut 
/•t'/ifi ten It seems sery \iiiii'as'>nal)le to 
iinui'ii' III,It mil lord wunid .sdilress so 
itiij >11 Milt .1 disfrinrsc as this Ui eleven 

jKisiiiis, ,1., ihc^ will* H.'iILinSi espv'cMily 
111 I lie sill ( Ls <1 III ii.,(k'iii, atiliispuii- 
lie tune, tiiiuli less wmiUI lie pii'i out, 
so soil mil a prav’i as tlial in ( hap. xvii. 
Ill biu li a fill iimsiam e > i-l Juliii xvm. 
1 , cl\x\i j s I 111^1 V implies tli.it all 
that (olluvvs lietui ii tins and tliiat, Iiap- 
peiiid before he wiiir forth from .|{'rMi.a' 
lein. I nmeliidi', tlierefoir, that all this 
passed befoie they (piuted the h'luso « heic 
The p issuset uas eiileu, though l!ii‘y pro- 
b.ihly lose fiuin (liet.ible asso'iii .isthose 
iv'.'uds. ht us <10 h'‘ Ilf, «eie spoken 

A 0 |i,.| dalay iuii;lil leave <00111 tui thij, 


fill apy one who will niakt. the u nl, will 
bud thatthesethieechaptersriiav bedcIi 
berate]V n-ad over 111 a (^uaiterot an 
hour, aod tlicrer.>ie niiirht lie sieoken m 
tliat small iiiteival of lime 
''The true and nio-t esi'i Hint iin, | 
So the true (lohii 1 '• ) ainl the tuh 
haul, (chap M '> 2 ) tv uh idly sieiiili s 
(SiV Uaphael. Aiincit c.\. 'ven p I •■I )- 
Ilia having latel, diatik v^th lijsdociplea 
of the Jruit of tin lok, and having .itler- 
w.ards deci.ired tli.il be would dunk no 
nitiif <if it III/ he thank il nete 111 Ihe kiii'i- 
(itm oj (’Oil (Mark xiv ' 25 , p.igc 
mighi possibly ootasioii ('hrist’s alluding 
to it (see (.rolMs 111 loe ) (h perhips 
thi'i might now In- .siaiidim; near ii v«m. 
dovv, HI III smiie eoiiii, hv Ihe side of the 
hoiisi-, where the sialit ol a mik mi.dit 
su.ri;< st tills litaidiliil simile ('.'ornpire 
I’si! i\.)kviii.bl '] hit i 111 uni)'I'.., V .io 




'iVb branch can bear fruit but by abiding in him. 


SECT, whom iny church is nourished ; and my f\tthcr and my Father istti* 
ciAJcy. is the husbandman^ who has planted this vine, 

''and bv whom it is cultivated, that it may pro¬ 
duce delightful clusters for his service. And 2 Rvery branch m 
^ every branch thnt is in me by an external pro- 
fcssion, •which yet is round to Ik; a barren branch, , ami ciery 
and bears no fruit, he iaketh quite away; tliat hyamk that bearcth 
is, he cuts it oil" in his righteous judgment, ayid 
entirely separates it irom me : but every [branch] tonh more frmu 
which brings fiyrth fruit, he piirgeth, that is, he 
prunes and dresses it, and, on the whole, exer¬ 
cises such wise and kind discipline towards it, 

(though that discipline may sometimes seem 
severe,) as may best answer the great end of its 
production, tiuit it may bring Jorth yet more 
fruit, than which there can be nothing more 
desirable," • 


:i And thus it is with you; for no'W the traitor 
is gone out I may affirm, without the exception 
that I made before, (compare John xiii. 10, 11, 
§ clxxi) Unit you are all thus purged, in such 
a manner as to be clean, by means of the word 
which I have spoken to you, whose sanctifying 
4 influence has operated on y oiir hearts. Continue 
therefore. ?« «/c, by the renewed exercise of 
humble faith and love; and I will be in you, to 
nourish and supply you, as from a living root, 
with every necessary grace: fora.?, in the natural 
world, the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, but 
must presently wither, unless it continue in a 
state of union with the vine, and lie nourished 


uiiiv yy 


i Abide in rnc, nnil 
I 111 joii. As (be 
biaiitli «<iniioi b(;4r 
fruit id jtsfll, cxci'id 
It abide intlu- vme; 
no mole < .in ye, ex¬ 
cept ) c abide in me. 


by sap from thence; so neither canyon be able to 
produce the fruits of genuine and acceptable 
obedience, unless you continue in me, anti have 
the life of grace maintained within you by a 
vital union with me. 

5 I repeat it again, as a matter of the utmost 
uiomcnt, That I am the vine, and ye [tirr] the 
branches, in the sense 1 have already explained. 


S I .1111 Ibc vine, 
jc air llic liiaiK lies 


no ddiibt coinition in .fiidara, wJiiili a- Ih noblr'-^t icwardi. tiod c.in bestow on 
bounded with tbo liiicst grapes. .Sec foiinti aibs ot obcdieiKc, i> to m.ikc the 
Orn. xtlx. 11, l‘J. Numb. xiii. 25; and soul yd more boly and lit lor laiditr 
l>i*ut, viii, 8. and innro cmimut sc-imcc, thuuib it 

® That it maij hnn/r forth mere fnnt ] .should be bv suih p.i!iiful .ofllKUon.s a* 
This &tiouitly sugutsts a 101 \ s.Mbliine rc'-cmblc tlic pruning of a I'luc. 

‘»nd inipoilant ihoughi, - :. that one of 



The fruitless branch shall be burned in the fire. 447 

He that abideth m ffe therefore that abitl^’s in me by such {in inti- 
me, Midi in him the and vital iiiiion, and in whom ftlso / abide ctsxv. 
iniK'h fruit for.mth. by the operations of iny Holy Spirit in him, he, 
out me ye can do and he Only, bvintrcthfprth vimhfruit, to the xv. 3 . 
dbthinf. honour of in', profession, and the coiiilbrt of hrs 

own soul: but the glory of it is still to be re¬ 
ferred to me ; for separate from me i/ou can do 
nothing, though you stand in the foremost rank 
of my followera, and have already made some 
c ifa man abide consiilcrable attainments. And fani/ one that6 
not in me. he li inbt liimsolf my disciiile, doeuiof maintain such 

..11(1 j> witherwl; and rcgaid to me, as that he may be said to afndc 
mpii Kathur them, in mc,^ lic U rejected and cast out wuh disdain 

aud (ast Mi'm into ablioiTeiice, US 0 fruitless branch lopped off 
the lire, and they are - , , 

buintd. froni the vine, and by consequence is presently 

zvithered ; and as [oiew] gather up such dry 
sticks, and throw them into the fire, and there 
they are burnt, as a worthless kind of wood fit 
for nothing but fupl, (see r'.zek xv. 2 — 4 .) so 
Ml like manner, such will be the end of those 
unhappy creatures; they shall be galhcK'd ax 
fit hicl for Divine wrath, and their cMernal re¬ 
lation to me will not preserve them from ever- 
lastino burnings. 

But as I or you my faithful servants, I assure T 

me, and mv wouls yQ^, ,,0,,^ eiU OlliagcilK'llt, that, tfzJOUitcd- 

abidcmyou, veshall f ,i / -/ i d 

ask what re ill, and abide VI mc, and take care that in eoiise- 

it shall be done unto queiice of It niij uw'ds abide in 1 /ou, so that you 
i'"''- niamtam a suitable l•eg.^rd to all my mstriictioiis, 

promises, and commands, tins blessed union 
w'ill entitle you to .such signal degrees of the 
Divine favour, that you shall ask in prayer 
whatsoever ye will, and, if it be upon the whole 
Mib.seivient to your own happiness, and to the 
a H.’ieiii IS mv public goqd, It shall be done for you. And lets 
1 J||lvr^lolllil■d, that jt tlieieforc be your care to make tlie suitable 
\( i«ai niuLh fniit, of gratitude and obedience, for in this is 

my Father most emuicntly glorified, that you, 
my apo'.tles, bring Jorth muchJruit, by exd't- 
ing yourselves to the utmost for the propaga¬ 
tion of my gospel m the world, and endeavour¬ 
ing to eiilorce vour instructions l>y the holiness 
of your lives: and in tins likewise yow shall ap- 


11 VC .'ibldc' 111 


ff any one cluci nal abide in me-l It Christ, fv.'i soplamly Minifies mak- 
is strange, that iiiy bliuuld think tlin. test mg an exti inal pmfi ssion ot Chiibtiauity, 
a loiiclusoc argument, against the dnc- whctlii'i »'ain oi smceic 
tone of peisevruince, nhen tu be m 



I \ 

448 RfJIeclioiis on abiding in Chmi the true vine. 

iccT. pear to all to be my true disciples, and to act so y« be at^ 
cixxv. wortliy of your character and relation to me. ‘*'*‘=*P*®®* 

Anti It IS Sfuvely with the highest reason I ^s thp Fatbei 
would Qjffiagc you to malic this your aim ; be. 
cause as the rather has hvea me, so have 1 also continue ye in my 
lovedyou, w'itb the mo'jt constant and iijvafiable love 
atfcction ; cayitinue therefore in my love, and 
always be solicitous so to behave, as may, on 
your part, maintain the friendship inviolate. 
lOhwAif you diligently and constantly /teep//ly lo If ye keep m\ 
commandments, then^yow ?rill assuredly continue X'lr ab^d^ m’ iny 
in my love; even as I have always kept my love, cM-nasiiimc 
Father's commandments, and so continue in his '"v Paih«'r '} 
love; for this is the most .solid evidence of it, 
which 1 give to my rather, and reipiire rrom 
you. 

11 things I have spoken to you, not to ii These ihmgs 

crieve you bv any intimation that I suspect the ^ spoken unto 
Sincerity ot your regards ^ome; but that you n„ghtrctnainm v-.i 
may be so fort died and animated against the .nui thut loui |oy 
tQmptatioMs of life, ihatmyjnyAwl complacency ’"'.‘’'•'I 
in you, as my faithful friends, might still con¬ 
tinue: and \ lhat] your joy in me maybe main¬ 
tained m Us full lieight, rind may greatly in¬ 
crease, as It certainly will, in proportion to the 
advancement of your resolution and zeal in my 
SCI \ ice. 


IMPBOVLMENT. 

Vciv 1 . How desirable is it, tliai we may learn from this discourse to 
reifa/W CVimf, at all times, as the spiritual Head, front whom 
life and vigour are to be derived to all Ins p(*oj)h‘' i et us l)y the 
exercise or an unleigncd faith abide in him us the fnieiinr ; as 
4, 5 being always sensible, that u ithout him Tie can do nothing , and 
that, if we are m him only by aij ej^ernal profession, we aic not 
6onlj in danger ol being cut ojf\ and taken uit-ai/, but shall in t!ie 
oend be cast into the fee. May wo rather be purged and jirnned, 
though 11 .should be with the most jiHinfu! dispensations of proM- 
8donee; if by tins means our fnii'fuluess may he piomoLetl to tht 
glory oj (iod and to the benefit of the w^oild ' May his word 
3 operate daily upon us, to ns fiom remaining polhuioiis! 

and if we thus desire to he ilean, let ih taf>e lucd io our way, 
according to the teiiour of that word. (Fsal cmx. ‘t) 

1 We .set' our eneonrtigemeiu to pray; let ns takn it irom Christ, 
and not be disinav ed, nor yield to unbelieving sut.pitions. As 
s}lhe Fathci has hutd Chnst, .'•o does he also love Ins people. I.et 
us pK-seif' and eidtitute- tins sacicd Iriend.ship ; and, wdratever 



Christ again commends his disciplei to hoe one akether. 4^9 

it may cost us, let us endeavour to continue in/i^s love^ and sect. 
to avoid whatever would forfeit itrj malting it above all things «lxxv. 
our care to http his cotmnondments. , Christ always observ-T'v^ 
*hose of his heavenly Father^ cantji^t but always and inva- 
riably continue the object of his love aija delight^ may ourcoo- 
duc't*be/>uch, as that imy see reason to rejoice in us; and 
then tee shall also have the surest foaltdation for a sublime and 
solid jVjy. 


SECT* CLXXVI. 


Christ reneu's his exhortatimi to mutual looCf and declares the 
Jews inexcusable in their unbelief. John XV. 12, to the end. 

.o«n XV.i 2. „ , . JopXV. 12. 

'J'tiis lb my com- O^R Loru, in order to itft])ress the principles ®r.cT. 
maudinent, that w of mutual friendship and benevolence onthe 
Jo"! mtndsof hisdisci{dcain tbemost powerful man- 

ner, recommended it to them at large on this xv. 10 . 
tender oceasion, and proceeded in his discourse 
to the follovi'ing purpose: This is in a peculiar 
veawnev my commandment to you, which, by 
nil the ohiigatiuns you are under to me, I charge 
and conjure you to observe, That ye all do most 
cordially and constantly loroe one another; even 
it It he possible, with as great an ardour as that 
with winch / have loved you; so as to be ready 
to sacnlice your lives for each other, as I ex¬ 
pose and resign mine for you. (Compare Jolui 
ifj c.icater lw\c xili. 3+j and l John lii, 16.) And surely I can 13 
hath no man than j,,ve iio fuore.solid and impoiiiint evidence of 

!io«ii h?il>"or his to you; for no man has ever mam- 

tuends. fcstcd, or cfin indeed imagine, if renter and more 

disintcreStfed love than this, that a man should 
be willing'not only on some sudden alarm to 
hazard, bdt on the coolest deliberation to sul>- 
init to laydown his life.f r ihe preservation and 
hitoniuess of hh friends. Now as 1 am about l i 


14 Yii me my 
ni'U, if yo lie 
wlnisoeMi 1 ci>tii' 


fiiniU, if ><■ ‘lo tog, vi; you tiiij, gpand demonstration of my love, 


Mittiij you so I assure you, that you an\ and shall be ac¬ 

knowledged as viy friends, and shall certainly 
share in the blessings of my death awl' life, tf 
you juactitally acknowicilgc my authority, sfud 
arc so influenced by niy love as to do wnaf^o- 
i’» Heureforth 1 cjifr I roomi ndyoii. I do not any longer call\5 
."iiyimijoiaenmiis; tljoiigli J have somt-tiuK's used-the 

phrase, and formerly have seen it necessary in 
some pninis to treat yon with icseive tor the 
•; rj 


\i>i ji 



4<30 He did not deal with them as senmnls^ but as friends. 

SECT, senant is not: let into the secrets of his master, forthe^ervantknow- 

CLxxvi. and bwweth particular! v what his lord doth dlltbTbrt’rlialVtiu 
hut 1 have not only in words called you my icd you friends; lor 
(Luke xii. 4 . sect, cxi.) but on the that .t 

whole have treated > ou as such ; for all thinp liX/'nlave" nilde 
that / have heardy and received in charge from unioyou. 
my Fathery 1 havCy so far as « as convenient, di - 
clared to you^ in the most cundcsccnding ai; I 
endearing inanni r, as you very well kimw. 

16 Kenieniher that yoM havi not hrsi choi,eH is aave mt 

hut J by my sovereign and olFoctual grace ^uivc ch»sen >nt‘t but i 

chosen you to the honouralile oH'iee of iii> .ipos- 
, , , , "'ll ''iimiiicd jou that ye 

ties, and ambassadors; and have appomte ! and ^bmiid aud bring 
ordained you, that you slmuld go and pnlilisb f“ttb timt, and r/da 
what \ou hate heard from me to all the world, truu should re- 
a 7 id he so qualiiieu and assisted, that you may ^ei yt- shall a.sk of 
hear abundant fruit in tlie most distant conn- dir Fathei in my 
tries, and [thQt\ the blessed effect of your fruit b'*'® 

shoitla umtinae cten to the remotest genera¬ 
tions :•= yea, 1 have also raised \ on to such a 
liapp} eireinnstance, and made you so einment- 
Iv tlie favourites of heaven, that, as I lately mid 
you, (ver. 7 .) uhaterer you shall ash the Fa¬ 
ther in my name, he may perform st I'or yon; 
and }ou may certainly depend upon it he will 
give it you. 

n But then again I would remind yon, that if i: imse Uim--1 
you would continue thus the object’' of these <''n“" *ud ih-n 
bis gracious regards, you must carefully prac- another, 

tise your duty to each other as well as to him, 
for these things I command you, that ye love 


* f do not any lon'/eT call you senants • 
for Ike iervfiHt knoweth not, jio.J Mr. 
loicke, (tn his Reasonableness of Chits- 
tiauity, p. 105.) icfers this to tbe cau¬ 
tion with which our Lord had s;i«ken of 
his being the .Mcsnah, some iiiotances 
of which h ji e been already pointed out. 
See note f on John iv. 2fi, Vo). I. p. 173. 

b .III lltvins that T hate heatd Jrom mg 
Falkei I h'lie tficlaiett to yuii.] Oiir Lord 
had, DO dniib^ the fullest view of the 
scheme of i^Mcmption undertaken by 
him ; but the apostles nut being yet able 
to be.ir many things, (compare chap. '.vi. 
J'2, sect. cl\'ivii) ebpecially relating to 
the calling of the (Jenlilcs, and the nlxi- 
lition of the Mosaic lau, he wisely 
deferred the discovery of them: so that 
tlicSe words must be taken with the Ii- 
siilatioii mentioned m the paraphrase, 


and signify that he had done it So far as 
was convenient. 

* Tkatyou ihould arU brar fi nt, &.C.] 
This was a secuiitj to them th.it they 
should be preserved frorii inmieili.-itc 
dangers, and that their life should he 
goarded by Providence till some coiibi- 
deruble sem es had been accomplished 
bv their means.—When our Lord adds, 
that your iruit should coiitiiuic, he may 
allude to the custom of keeping iieh and 
gentrous wines a great many years, so 
that in Some cs'es (which w:is especially 
nppl'Cable to the sweet eastern wines) 
they m.ght prove a cordial u> tliose who 
were unborn when the grapes vvcrc pro¬ 
duced. In this view there is a beautiful 
propriety in the representation, which I 
hope Will be particularly ft It when these 
reviving chapters are read. 
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The u'Oiid ivould hate them^ as it Hated him, 

• another; and thus you should'l^ rather do, sect. 
as you will be the mark of common hitired andci-xxvi. 
lAlfiheworldhate persecntioi). Yet if yon 6nd the ~j*orld 

*'1*^ ''ijurej/ow, you haye no reason to be offend- xv i 
Wfrfyou, ®d or surprised at this;'for you know, that mild 

and I)pnevolcnt as my conduct has al\va\ > been, 
vet it has hall d me your Chief and Lord,** Ao- 
htre It dwebarged its venom and malif^nity on 
I'l If iou -- re of umi Indeed tf you, were like the rest of ///old 
ih( «oiM, . 13 ’...rid y, (jootrines and practice were 

Miiilu lo\e hi-. I'wn i i i • i* 

but ihC 4 it.se VC ate eniitormible to its customs and maxims, the. 
not oi the world, bi<. world is SO generally under the power of selfish 
I iiaic chuwn vou i^ps, that It undoubtedly would love its 

.iindoro the woild ‘‘*'d you might expect much better treat- 


j tfr'h joii 


I' 1 . 

i I' il I .III. I I'i'i 

I' I I '' f IS 
LfiMtl'l tll.SM 1 


ment lioin it but because this is not your cha- 
raeter, and you are not thus of the world, but I 
have chosen you out ff the world, not only to 
separate from, but to oppose it.s vicesand enor¬ 
mities, and even to be leaders in that holy and 
necessary oppodtion, it is no wonder that upon 
this uciount the world hateth you, though the 
cause in which yon are engaged be indeed so 
horumrable, and \our lives so useful and bene- 
■i ’lit 

Vf member, and recollect upon this occasion,20 
th” rd which I spoke to you some time ago, 
lat. \ ‘’.lui I 'ike VI, 40.) and which I have 


111 11 (luy ii.ee blit lately upeatsd, (John xiii. 16 ) The ser~ 
.i-touifd iiu, tiu y greater than his lord, nor tfic ines- 

semrer creater than him that sent him: /V’tlicre- 
* 01 . tiyhave perseeuh'd me, and providence 


■' It hus hited me i/'mi Ol.r') The 
luudi 111 iIk* (ipginal xs^wla* ifjwy 

1 ) nliuh we iciiili‘1, II hnttd me 

'tm ii li.iu-d may (a> l>i l.ardner 
Hi [1 i.liMTic ,) lie mi'ie lilerallv rtiider- 

• ‘1. It Italol Vie y.iiti Chief, which makes 
‘ill l■\p^■.SK)ll more lisciv and exactly 

• II illel to Mat X. 2 i, 23 , s"i’l Kxv. 

Hie Laifl. Cuxlih. part 1 . Vol. II. p. 
■y . ) 'I iiiis ‘lu, uf*i lyj/, (I Tim 

13 .) lb well tiansl.ued] aj whom I am 
hief 

* ff i/nu Here tif Ue ivor/il, the toarltl 
luviil i/t 'iwn ] This sieiTiii t(i me 
I stio.ii; iiinui.itiua, that even m nations 
siiiih iinfisi ClirUtianiry, if tr.ie reli- 
,ion uil, as it very posiihlv may, to a 
I'll ]i>H ebb, thi'Vthat exert thinisrlies 
1 mirkahlv foi ihc c’Msal of it, must, 
III ihf* \ei\ pi I'll iplii lietv laid down, CK- 
' * lij'il'.l |i,i', i.pD'i itlOll, . Ii I !hl*. liiO 


passages in scripture relating to persecu¬ 
tion aie not so peculiar to the iTStage.n, 
01 to Christiaiii li\ iiig in idolaiioiis coun¬ 
tries, as bonic hive suppi's d. \\ oiild to 
God, the malignity to be found in some 
of us against onr brethrm, did not tufi 
plainly illustrate this remark' .Men will 
piobably evpenence Ihe tnilh oi it, iii 
proportion to tlie dc'cceciaLy ot those 
around them, and to the vigoni and fu- 
Golntiou with which they hear their testi- 
meuy against i ievatling errors and vices. 
Yet it la certain, that the imprudento 
and bigutiy of some very gued men loxs 
au'metiines made matters w'ur^e than tbey 
would othemise have Ixien, and peihaps 
has irritated the vices cf then eneniu^, 
VO as pj p.irt tu have hion acces-.'iiy u- 
their own damage, .iii<! the mucii "n'ltof 
mi' h'l f of iho ‘a that hat <• 11‘ r J rn- ui. 



The Jexvi xocre inexcusable tn their hatred of him. 


s'KOT. Ijus pormitted llietn to do it, you may reason- 
t.i.'iw.ably coneliiile they will also persecute you, and 


.Jllllll 

\y 


mil »lso pertecutt.' 
you. if’ hafe 

. . - , , keptmy'•nyiiiit.tlu-y 

aniior iiistly complain if you have your share will kcpp }uurh also. 


of suH'erings^ nnu if you have seen that they 
have generally kept my saying, I will give you 
leav§ to suppose they will also keep yours.^ 
li?i//tV'hen you see, as you verv quiqklv will, 
not only my doctrine rejected, liut rny ])ci»om 
assaulted, abused, and murdered, it must be a 
.scasible warning to you to prepare for the like 
nsiige.; and all these things they will in fact do 
to you, Jor my name's sake, because they do not 
know him that sent me; for their ignorance of 
that God to whom they boast so near a relation, 
(loc’^ indeed lie at t!ic bottom of their oppo- 
*'.sition to me. And a,dreadful account they will 
have to give for it; for ^ / had not come and 
spoken thus plainly to than, they would cotn- 
’paiatively have had no sin ;S but now they have 
no eietise or pretence _/br (heh sin, lutt, being 
comniuted against so clear and strong a light, 
it stands exposed in its most odious colours. 
iYea, n appears rebellion against God, as well 
us mgiaiiiuilc to me ; for he that hateth and 
opposi'ih me, hateth and opposeth my P'ather 
also, whose commission 1 hear;*' and this is 
what they have done, after all reasonable me¬ 
thods have been taken lor their conviction. 
4If I had wrought no miracle at all, nay, ij / 
had not done among them such extraordinary 
Works as no other man ever did, not even 
then- prophets, or IMa-.es himself, they had 


‘21 But all 

thing's Mill thev (li> 

iiiitu \>iii fir my 
name’s ■■akc, brcaiise 
tin-) know not Into 
that sent mi, 


'J'J if 1 h.nd nut 
roine, ami spoken 
until them, they hail 
not had sin l.ut now 
tle-y liaii no oluak 
for their sin. 


’ 2 '' lit. llifil hnti I 
me, h.iUlh m> 1 

I'll I jIm) 


24 n I liad not 
iliiic among them the 
works ntiiih noim 
Ollier man did, they 


f If tht\j haw kfpi rntf soijtng, &e. j lam 
surpiispd that snrh a inultitudn ol leain- 
fil corniniiBiatois, and ainnng ihc le.l 
ti.!’ iki'i and Knatohbnll, sliaiild cunterid 
t'l.ii -tiKiv shoulil here be under- 
>ruo'l Ilf ubsorting' a person's discourse 
sMth .1 ina!';',nant de-iun to carp at it. 
(.See Wiitfins in loe ) lli^^nlit'iiv has in- 
ilued that sensi', Maik ii'. 2i Litke \i. 7, 
^iv. I'l; \K 20. But no ceitain .irgu- 
inert Can be draunfrouiliuune, ispjEiial- 
Iv 1 .nsiUeiniq how cliD .t'lntly tbo phrase 
iiclore nil is laM'ii in a t;ood sense, for an 
ohedu'iit ii.^'iiid, in this voiy discouise, 
in which it ollcii occurs. Sec .luhaiiir 
l.'i. 21, 2J; x\. 10,-xvu. <). 

f 'Jlieii tiuiiltl ha-.e had m stn ] It is m) 
I'l idant fioin Ihi* word uf flod (see Bum 
I ;i’,21 and II 12—l.'>,)asW('llas tioni 


the rea'-on of things, that sin may he iin- 
putad to those who haie no rcvilatinn, 
that it is most evident this is onl> a He. 
bidism, as when, accordniu to ihcpatltr* 
ijc m'liiner of speakimr, i‘spc< lallv m use 
among die l astcrii nations, that is said 
to he nothing .11 all, which, when iiuu- 
paicd with cometliint! ilse, is mcoiisnler- 
•ibly small See Psal. xxxi.x. !>, Isa \l. 
17, I (Jor. 1 2d, ill. 7; and loinpair 
Jullll lY. 41. 

ffaleth my Father u/ic.] How mui'h 
is It to he wishrd. that liiose who iii.ike 
light of Christ, while they pri-lciid agiuat 
\cnrialioii fiii the Fatli<.r, would w rnnisly 
.itUnil to tins weight) .admoiiilion, lesi 
ba]>lv they be found t\cii to light a^ain.st 
Hod'' (Act* V. 7« ) 



4^3 


7'he Spirit, ui^hen he comes, zuill testify of hitiL 


kill not had s'n ■ but M<?/ had any degree of sin, comparable to sLcr. 

')ic aodiny Father, they have rejected my superior miracles, which 
, they have seen with their own eyes, at the samexv. '>•!. 

time that ihey own the ^‘Videoce of those which 
^ Moses wrought, of which they have heard only 
by distant report, they niaiiifost sucti an ob!.ti- 
natc pei'Versencss of temper, that I may truly 
say, th('i/ have both seen, and hated bath me and 
nij/ Fatheri and God him>elf will justly resent 
and punish il, as an indignity that shews their 
jiRuttii» ejiniity to him. But [this is all permitted^lj 
that the Koydwhiih is-miUn in their law or 
js vmttpn m their lu thoii'sacred V oliune, conccriime DavuJ, (Psal. 

1.1W, They bated me xxxv. 19 .) eminently bt fulfilled in me, 

wiihouia cau^e. ^ many ancient piophecit*s toictold that i.t 
should, Surely they have hated me without a 
cause."' 

cfi T!ut 'niien the Jiiff ^heji the Cowforter is come, whom, as I'ib 

0 >U.ln,te, ,s eonie, ^ , j s j ^_j | j ^ 

i‘> Mill fromihe i-a ymi Jeoui the Jtathcr, tht Spirit of truth, 

tiiei e:.vi the >pirit tjjhn procced^ Jroui thi Fothtr, and is lo losido 
f.i ir.ith, ■fthich prn- cliurcli, he shall Imr a conviiicnin tedi^ 

Out, hr shall lettily mony to Uie, to Vindicate rny character trom all 
£•(' me the infamy tliey are uiaiiciously attempting to 

?7 Viiii je alto throw iipoii II. Attd you aUo, weak as you 27 
Iappear, .Aiall by his powerful assistance 
with me from the hr- bear a coui'agcous and convincing testimony to 
viunuis me, because you have been wth mt ftnvi the Ar- 

ginning of my ministry, and thcrf iorc arc the 
best fjnajified to give an account of my vi'liolt; 
conduct; wliicli the better it is known, the more 
U will iustify my cause, and expose tiie wicked¬ 
ness of thoso that rise up against me. 


IMPROVFMRNT. 

Tiil Son of God condescends to speak under the character ofvei. i 
a Friend, and with what luimble gratitude should we attend 


' 'Thri/ Lkc haled me feUhyut a cizwfr.] 
Ilappeariito me \ery evideii', that Tsai 
I'wv, rannot be, stnetiv speakmg, a pro- 
|)li' r\ rorircrning the *ssiah, esiierially 
truin \er, 15 , It, vhirh repubrnt a pj-r- 
'011 iiuMpisble of helping others in their 
kiiess, oLher>‘ige thin bv fasting and 
pidvei, 'ihi'ieas Chiist, (an I, so far 
He e-n ti:;d, he .'il(,ne) had a. power of 
*•1 Jiii'ir miiades whenever ho pleased. 


N'eicrthrlebS, that the enemies of the 
Messiah should kite him w ithoiit a cause, 
nascvpressly furctulil, (fia liii. 9; 
Uun. IX. ‘26, and Zech, xii. 10;) not to 
mention the argument arising from com¬ 
paring all the places in ahieh his Iiino- 
ecnccaiid holiness arc deserihed, arh 
1hosewhielinferto)iissiiireriug>.. So that 
J apprehend the turn tiven in the para¬ 
phrase sufficiently justified. 



4^4 Reflections on the worlis hatred of Christ, kc. 

• SECT, to his words!.He lays aside tiie majesty of a sovereign to assume 
cwxvi.tbis more tender relation; and surely our overflowing liearts must: 
^p^inquire, blessed Jesus, what shall we do to express the friend- 
*^'ship on oiirHde? Let us observe what he has here declared, Ve, 
are wy friends indeed, i^ye do whatever 1 command you* Lord, 
we Will run the way oj these thy eafnmandments, when on this 
noblest'principle thou shall enlarge our hearts! (Psai. cxix 32) 
12,13 He has Invt’d us with an unexampled atfectiou, which has ap¬ 
proved itself than death; and, in return, he requires ns 

to love one another. How gracious a command' How merciful 
to oUr fellow-creatures and to ourselves, who should infallibly 
feci the -b.'neflt of the practice of it, both in the delight inse¬ 
parable from benevolent affections, and in the circulation of 
kind and friendly oflBces, which, degenerate as human nature is, 
few are so abandoned as not to endeavour to repay I Who would 
not imagine that the whole world should feel and obey the charm? 
13 , 25 i^nd yet, instead of this, behold,'they hate Christ, and his ser- 
Vtmts for his sake, thpugb without a cause, and against the 
strongest engagements. Miserable creatures! who by a neces- 
23 , 24 sary consequence, whatever they may fondly imagine, hate the. 
Father also, and stand daily and hourly exposed to all the dieail- 
ful terrors of an almig|ity enemy. 

19,20 Let us not wonder if the world hate us; nor greatly regard, if 
It injure us. IVe are not of the world, nor is the servant greater 
ik n his lord: but surely the opposition which the gospel brings 
along with it, is nothing, when compared with those bli'ssings 
which it entails on all who faithfully embrace it. Were the suf¬ 
ferings and difHcuide.s a thousand times greater than they are, 
we ought to esteem the Pearl of price, the most happy pur¬ 
chase at any rate; and to be daily returning our most thankful 
acknowledgments, that Christ sent forth his,apostles, qualified 
with speh a knowledge of himself, and assisted by such power 
20from Ills Spirit, appointing them to eo and bring forth fruit, 
even fruit which should remain to the remotest ages. Through 
his guardian care it still remains in the world: Oh may it flour¬ 
ish more abundantly mnong us 1 and may its efficacy on onr 
hearts and lives be more apparent I And may Divine grace con¬ 
vince those who now reject and oppose it, that in the midst of 
22 such various evidence of his having come and spoken to them, 
th^ have no cloak for their sin I hot with whatever fond excuses 
they may amuse themselves and others, it will quickly ap¬ 
pear, that the bed u too short to stretch themselves on it, and 
the CQverhig too narrow to wrap themselves in, (Isa. xxvhi. 20.) 



Christ teams, his disciples to expect persecution. 443^ 


SECT, CLXXVII. 

/Christ warns his disciples of the snferings they must expect^ and 
labours tu Reconcile them to the thoughts of his remove., as what 
would on the whole he advantageous to theait as the occasion (f 
sending the Spirit, which would be so great d support to them 
and their cause. John XVI, t—15. 


JOHN XVI. !. 
'T'llE.SE things have 
1 spoken unto 
you,'that ye should 
not be ulleniled. 


JOHN XVI. 1. 


2 They shall put 
vou out of thosvna- 
pngii.s v tM, the time 
roiiii’t!i, lliat uhoKo- 

■''M 1 kllli Ml \UII, »ill 
till Ilk tlut he doth 

Ood M'n ice. 


JURIST farther added in his discourse to his s’f*’*'* 
disciples, These things I have spoken to 
coiicernuig the opposition which }OU arc to cx- 
pect from the world, and the pro[)ortioiiabIcxM. i 
supports you will receive from the Spirit, that 
when the storm ariseS) you may not he offended 
and discouraged, and much less be drawn to . 
renounce your profession, in order to avoid the 
dang ■ They shall indeed excommunicate, or j 
cast you out of the synagogues: yea, that is not 
all, tor the hour is shortly coming, that whoso.- 
ever killeihyou,^ shall think that he offers [«/* 
acceptable^ service to God:^ to so mad a rage 


* li ko-uevi’r h'let/i i/o//.] As the lower 
kind-, ot evcoiiiiitiinication among the 
JcHS ucru attei dud only with separation 
from synagogue worship, and from fa. 
nniy comuri'e, (Luke vi.22.) or, in cases 
ofgrcatergiiilt, with confiscat'un of goods 
.iiid forfeiture of all tlieir siibstanuc, 
(Ezra X. 8 ) the hi;ihest kind of it was a 
capital sentence, (Lev, xxmi. 29,) the 
cxcuutiuu of which, w hen regularly pro* 
noiinued, «'as indeed an act of duty and 
obedience to rrud, while they had the 
powcY of life ami death in their hands t 
but after :t was wmted from them, some 
might perhaps think it an act of very 
.acceptable piety and aeal, to attempt 
such executions, though at the hazard of 
tiiCT own lues, (of which the forty con* 
sjiirators against Paul du therefore so 
boldly avow a design, even to the high- 
pnest, as if it were meritorious, rather 
than criminal; Acts xxiii. 14, 13.) Ajiid 
to Such sort of facts these words of our 
Lord may peculiarly relate.—Permit me 
to digress so far as to add, th^t 1 appre* 
bend, ill other cases after they were thus 
rli.earmod of the power of life and death, 
The> had (as I may elsewhere prove) a 
dependence upon the iiiterposiUon of 
pnmihnic to add that efficacy to their 


censnres, which their power, infringed as 
it was, could not give: in reference to 
which, this highest sentence of excoinmu. 
idcatiun was in the decline of tlicir stite 
called AnttthemnMttran.alha,ht a .tentence 
which the Lord would remarkably come 
to execute, though tliey themselves could 
nut carry into ellect. St Paul therelori., 
with a peculiar bcautv and prupiiety 
(but ne«er, so far as I enn fiiid, (ully c\* 
plained,) applies it to a crime pot cap.i- 
ble of Gonviction before nny human 
judges; even the want of a sincere luie 
to Christ, though undir a Christ i.in ^lu* 
fession. See 1 Cor. xvi 22. 
h &ali tkmklbat kc offen [an ecrc/otfi/e j 
to (>od.] The winds ^-rAfnat wpoc-. 
fignr ffi imgl't (as Ahp 1 eiglitmi oh- 
serves,) bo rendered, oj/in an oblui.on ',x 
sacrifice to-Gvd, This lutiniatrs, as that 
excellent man glosses on the text (Serm. 
xvii. p, 302.) tlut the servants oft hrist 
'* should be considered not onlyas sheep 
for the slaughter, but as »heep for the 
** altar too.” The rage of persecuting 
enemies, and, beyond all cuin|Mi ison, ti e 
touiders cuinmittrd by pupal cruelty m 
the name ui the Lord, in their hecot'.mbs 
of whole burnt offinngs, (if 1 maybe al¬ 
lowed an expression whiuh fa'b, so far 



^ They lamented hk goings hut it was for their advantage. 


3 And these thins'' 


unto 


SECT, shall tjieir zeal arise, and so thick is the dark- 
®’'5?xyj(ness wuh which their minds are veiled. AndaW 

these cruel things they will do unto you, because yj," they 

XV 1.3 have JiQt, xsiQW'n eithce the fatheTf'OV iiiei hn^eBot known the t 

which if they had done, instead of iryuring me, Faihtr, nor me, 
and eycrcWing such inhumanities toiivards you, 
my apostles, they would have received us with 
4the greatest pleasure and thankfuloessj. But 4 Buiihoscthmgb 
1 haw spoken thesr things plainly to mu, and 
lorewariiefl you or them, that when the season come, ye may ic- 
comes in which they shall happen, you may re- member that i told 
member that 1 told you of them; and so may y."" An4 

turn vthat has so discouraging an aspect into a not unto you at the 
farther confirmation of your faith And / did beginning, becau- 
not indeed say these things to you from the he- * ’*®’’ 
ginning of mv ministry, because I was then with 
you, and could easily suggest proper instruct 
tions and consolations, as new circumstafices of 
5 difficulty arose; But now I speak them, be- .*> But now i gomy 
cause /a>/i departing from you for u while, and way to him tli.it %ent 

am going nutty to him that sent wic iiuo the yojiavkeUuue.wiii. 
world ; and yet none of you usketh me, Whither thcr g()c^t thou? 
dost thou, go ? nor h coneerped to make those 
inquiries about that better world where we are 
to dwell together, whicli surely might well he- 
ticome you in such a circumstance. But be ~,, ^ hfcause i 
cause I have spoken these things unto you, and 
talked of leaving you tor a time, your natural hath fiiw your heart 
tiffections have been greatly moved, and sorroiv 
has filled and pierced your very hearts, so that 
you seem almost stupilied with it. 

T But 1 tell ym the exact truth of the case, " Ne^mheiess i 

when [ say that it is on the whole adountageous Jt'ls'”"iicd'ient''lor 
to you, as well as proper lor me, that L should you that i go aw.^^^ 
go away, considering the agreement- made be- fo* >t' • s» nciaiwHy, 
tween the Father and me nj.tJlc council of peace will 

between us; for if I da nSt go.away^ and api-but d idopait.i will 
pear in heaven tnidep the ehaiicter of the him umo you. 
great High-Priost, the Qomforki will not come 
to you, since the gift 6F the Spirit is the fruit of 
my purchase, and is appointed to be coiise- 
' queiit upon my being glorified, (,Iohi) vii. 39, 

sect, ci.) bM when I go from hence, I will not g ,, 

gfail to send him to you. And when he emus, come.hewiliruproie 


atwit of thr> dreadful tiwlh,) too |u*tlv hi» sdtar, the day when h« makes imiiu- 
ilWtrate the rciiKirk But liuw will sitirm fur blood villdeilai'. 
resent ihc rnuuk-r ol his children, upon 



The Spirit wilt convince of sin, rigkteotisness, and judgment. 


line world of sin and ’SfiiU, abundantly display the efficacy of his sect. 

ofSglilenT^’"*’ comforts he will give you ci-xxvii, 

under ail your troubles^ but in the wonderful 
, success with which he will enable you to carry xvi. 8 

* on Diy cause; and will effectually*' convince the 

world, by yontmxnktryf’^ <f.ainf and of righte~ 
misness, and of judennent. He will convince rhe 9 
Bie; world of that aggravated si7i which they are 

guilty of, became ihi y da not believe in me; to ‘ 
the truth of whose mission he will bear an un¬ 
answerable testimony by his enlightening in'* 
fluences and miraculous operations. He will 10 
10 Of righteous- convince them nf my righteousness and iiiiio- 
Bcss bccniise F go to it will evidently appear that/ 

. ce ia« no more. go to 7ny tatneTy and am accepted of him, when 
1 send the Spirit from, him in so glorious a man¬ 
ner; (compare Acts ii, ys* and Horn, i- 4.)- end! 
that my righteousnesa may therefore be relied 
on for the justificaiibtj'and acceptance of my 
people, since see me no more appearing 
among you in the form of a servant, but are as¬ 
sured that, having finished what I was to do on 
earth, I am taken up to heaven, and received 
1 ! Of jiidirmiut, into glory. And he wiU convince them of my 11 
iior au^o the prince of being invested with the powerofexenutingjWff- 
ment; because the prince of ms world, the great 
head of the apostacy, is now as it were already 
judged and condemned, and shall then be tri¬ 
umphed over ill a very remarkable manner, 
when his oracles are silenced, and lie is cast out 


K 


121 have jet many 
things to «ay ’into 
you, but ye cannot 
beai them now. 


from many persons, and countries too, which 
he before possessed: (compare John xii. 31, 
sect, cxlvin.) And Satan being thus divested 
of bis power, my gospel shall be propagated 
through the wbrid, and a full proof at length bu 
given of my sovere^n authority, in my coming 
to execute judgment upon all ungodly sinners. 

I have yet many other things (o say to you, 12 
with relation toi matters of coiisidcruble moment 
in the settlement of my church: bul I wai e them 
at present, because 1 know tbsA you are not able 
to bear[lhem]^7wW) and are not yet prepared 


e Tie mil nH«i"fe the worW.] So the of this, and tho following? verses, sfe 
uoicls/'yfnpTop<Hy sgnitks. Compare Archbishop Tillotsoii’-IVoiks, Vt>I. Ill 
Juuu Mil. 9, 4(ij 1 Cor. Jiiv. 24; Tit. i. p. 287— 

9 . and .lam ii P.—For the illustration 



13 Hovtwit, when 
be, the Spirit of tnith 
is come, he will guide 
you into all truth : 
for he shall not speak' 
of himielf. but what'- 
soever he shall hrar, 
that shall he speak; 
and be will shew you 
things to come. 


4^S , He will lake of ihe thingi of Christy and shetv to them. 

s»Bct. to receive them.* ffut*^,when he, [troeii] the 
v'it of truth, is caiine, accortliii |5 to the pro- 
^"^^v^inise 1 have given yon, he, as a faithful Guide, 
lead you, into all necessary truth: for he 
tcill not exceetl his commission, and, like a care¬ 
less or unfaithful messenger, spe(dt merely of 
himself I but , tike a wise and good ambassador, 
whatsoever he shall hear and r.*ceive in charge, 

[that] will he speak; and he mil shew you things 
to ('owe, as far as’ may be necessary to prepare 
and <]ual/fy you for tne great work you shall he 
called to; and will act^uaint you with future 
events, the prediction ot which, as delivered by 
you, m.iy he a lasting leNtimony to the truth of 
J l-niy gospel. \nd he shall indeed gl'^rify me in 
the most signal manner ;y«r he will take of mine, 
oroftliosedoctrines which relate tome,and those 
benefits which I procure and bestow, and will 
reveal and shew \it] fa //etf in the most clear and 
15attractive light. And indeed all things what¬ 
soever ihe Father hath, are mine; and iherefore, 
to express the whole system of evangelical 
truth, / said unto you,that he will take of mine, 
and will shew [f>] to you ; since whatsoever he 
reveals to vou in the name of God, may be cal¬ 
led mine, as all truth proceeds from mu, and alt 
real goodness is my cause and interest in the 
world. 


14 He shall glorify 
On;. for ho sh.ill re¬ 
ceive of mine, and 
shall shew it unto 
you. 

1.5 All things that 
the Fathei li.uh are 
mine. tli<Ti‘i()io s.iid 
I that he '.h.ill Uki 
of rni'ie, niid sliall 
shew it unto you. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Verse 2 Ho\v great is the ignorance and folly of them that persecute 
tlu ir brethren in the name of the Lord, and kill his dear children 
under the pretence of offering him an acceptable sncn/tc f Thus 
3 were the apostles treated by those that knew not the God for 
whom they proiessed all this burning zeal. Let us bless God 
that we are prot identially sheltered from those effects ul it which 
might otherwise bear so hard upon us; and let us diligently 
watch over our hearts, that no irregular affections may work 
there, and no uncharitable sentiments be harboured. When, 

i 

. ^ Evl you arc not able ii^ hear thm ndu'.} their remaining prejudice;; were removed. 

Those other thing'; to u l.icli our l.ord re> Howcier, the prudence of Christ in this 
fers, might pifwably ret.ilc to the abroga- respect is an, excel lent pattern fur ininis- 
tion of the cerruionial law, to the doc- ters, and we had need to pray eaiiicstly 
time of jiistilienMuD by iblth, the rejec- for the instrahtions and assistance^ <if the 
tiou of the Jews, the tall ng of tho Gen- Spirit of God, that ve may neither forget 
tiles, and the like, which might have noi abuse it 
given some olfence to the disripli;.<i| till 



Rejections on the ends for which the Spirit should be sent. 44f^ 

like the apostles our hearts are filled with sorroto left us be cau- sect, 
tious that they may not be slupified by it^ so thW any call 
duty should pass unheard, or any opportunity of religious ad- Ver. 
rancement unimproved; and let us not be indolent in our m-5, 6 
'quiries into the meaning of those dispensations whiob we do not 
understand; but seriously consider whether we are not sorrowful 
for that which is indeed designed for our advantage^ add in the 7 
issue will be matter of rejoicing to u$. 

We hear to what purposes the Comforter was sent. His com¬ 
ing was designed in a peculiar manner for the advantage of the 
apostles; and was of greater service to them than the continuance 
of Christas presence with them in the body would have been, 
not only to support and comfort them under all their trials^ but 
to acquaint them with all necessary truths and fully to instruct 
them ill the mysteries of Gqdimess. And he also for the8 
conviction of an apostate world , for the important errand he was 
sent upon, was to awaken idens* minds, and to convince them of 
their own guilt, and of Chj’isfs righteousness, and of that awful 
Judgment which should be executed on the most inveterate of 
liis enemies. Let us often think of the force of the Spirit's /e.t-f), 10, 
timonij to the truth of Christianity, and endeavour to understand 11 
it in all Its extent. Let us bless God, that the gospel, and the 
character of bis Son, were thus vindicated ; and rejoice in the 
views of that complete conquest, to which-Ah/en is already ad¬ 
judged. In the mean time, let us earnestly pray, that the uiBu- lU 
ences of the Holy Spirit may he comninuicated to us in such a 
manner, that Christ may be glorified in us, and we in him; and 
tliat the things of Christ may he taken and shewn to us by that 
Spirit; for it can only be done by means of Aw influence and 14,15 
operations. 


SECT. CLXXVfll 


Our Lord concludes his discourse with assuring his disciples that 
his separation from them would not be final, but that he would 
still act in their Javour as their Guardian, and make them 
finally victorious. John XVL 16 , to the end. 


JOHN XVI. 16 . JOHN XVL 16 . 

^LITTLE while 0 UR, Lord continued and concluded this ex- sect. 
and ye shall ool cellciit discouTSC to his apostles in words 

Sir;h.urd'“;:''’f/»”'>rs tut« uuh-^ 

. while,, and you shall not see me any more con-xvi. ib. 
versing with you .upon earth, as T have hither¬ 
to done: and yet again for your encouragement 
and comfort, 1 assure you, that tt is but a Ittlk 
while longer, and yon <^hal/ see me again, on 



4^0 Christ tdU theniy In a Hide ihne tlicyi should not see him. 

sRcT. terms of much greater advantage, Atwtwc / go because 

cixxtm.^q f/jf, Jt'dfhgf-- plainly intiriiatintj thereby, that Father. 

he would be so mindful oi their interest with the 
Xvi. Ill Fat her, as ere long to bri.igthein to an eternal 
abode w ith him." 

17 But their thoughts were so taken up about n Then said jo?ne 
other tliMigs, and they had still such especta- his dis.ipics 

tions or his cstablisuiiig an earthly kingdoni, wbat is this that h« 
that, notwithstanding wdiat he now had said was saith nntu us, a little 
far from being olisture, they did not at first 
peneirate into the meaning ot it : \somel oj nis agwn, a intie winir 
distii>le<! therefore said one to mother^ What is and jeshaiisw me: 
this that he says to us f A little while and ye 
shall not see me ; and again a little while and ye * 

sh.//l see me; and why does he add, Became 1 

18go to the Father They said therefore among isThty said there- 
theiuselvcs, What is th\s little while of which he tore, what i» 
speaks f we kmc not what he says, and cannot tb.itbe ^aith, a iittw* 
apprehend what be means by it. 

19 A ow Jesiis, as the secret workings of thenr I 9 \>i\v Mns km w 
hearts weic open to Ids view, knew that they tb.ii'hM w'-mii^ir- 
a'fiY desirous to ask him for some farther expli- 

* Iiitiinatinff—he wouldbrinif th'Mnlo indeed difficult to imagine whr.t i oi.ld 
an eieinal abode, ATc ]' As Ibis sensn is perplex tberii iinlivi t were ih.it llu.y 
•vidently iniiub im TOrimp'.rtant, itap*. ,susp(}i.'ted'tbu wurdb, 4 hit'e -v/nle uni 
W .us to inn more n.xtiinil .xml ea-y tliaii yf tlmllno see me . sKda^'uin a tittle -Mr 
th.it of Mons LuCUtc, vhoimdfi'.taiid'! ant ye ihar ice r»r, kt might iiiti>n.ite 
iCas iF Christ had sa>d, I'hongb I nm that after he had gon*' to the I'athci, and 
'* i)iiiukly to disnpiiear from you, and he iiindc a short st.iv Ibert', he would eouie 
*'lodged in tlie giaie, 1 shall soon ('>>!iie again, and sHtlu an e.xiiiily kituidom; 
" ngiin, and m.ike you anothci visit ul and they might desire .xn esplieitioii m 
" some lon.:ih, le lore! return to heaven thi'- view. Acflordiiiglv atlci having told 
“ by my asecnsion.” Mis going t.i the them Oiat, though they «eie sorio»ful. 
Father was i.o proof of this, thuigh it he would conic and s 'e them .xu: iin iftei 
xlrongiv proved hi ability to mtroduee his lesiiractiun (vei. 2'',‘22^ and would 
them to the hean-niy world. 1 uppre- introduce them to .i state of uomtortahle 
hcitd that tlie \< hole joy which Cbnit's conrerse with Cod by prayer, and a juy 
revuiri'ctioh aii.d ascension as c.jiinectcd of which none should deprive them (ver. 
wall e.u h other, gave them, iirefeucd 2'3—27,) he .xdds ^vel 2S), that he was 
to in the iull'iwiiig discourse, whiih i(iiickly leaving the world, to go and 
tiinrufoie IS so paia-ihrised, ns-tu include '.(‘side with the Father, Irom whom he 
all that Is pcitiiiciit and material in the lame; tiureby gently intimating, that 
tvplication .ilmve. iiri tenipuiai reign vvas to be expected. 

^ liLiit \ Itu that he SI.IIU There And if we suppose him thus to have 
are so many {Kissagex in ttie preceding giaiued obliquely .xt the most secn^t sen* 
parts of Hus diseoui'e nhacli reiiiteto tiinenf of their hrxrts, it will account 
ehiM‘sg.iii)g to Ills I’ati.cr (chap. XIV. 2, for that roof<‘’8ioii ol his oniniccuHice 
12 XV. x'l 10), that it is a which nnmadiatt'ly loHows'this 28th verse' 
etrange instjhue of the- dulncss of the (ver, 2y. the rtason of winch would 
.xpi»ilc$ ih.a the/ did not understand not appeaf ^tcly limn hi, discoicry, 
him hcic L ihaji'. it is recorded on thattlicy doubted about •ciincthmg wliiih 
pm pose to si ( w what an alleratum the their cuuiitcii.incoB and whispcis iniglq 
.‘ipint aftxw.'rds mid -in thPin. —It ir shew. 



Bvt he would seelhem agahty and their hearts should rejoice^ 461 

said unto them. Do catiof) of what he had been saying, and yet that sect- 
•51' iiiqtiirc amortK alVaid of heiiiff u;)braided lor 

«aui \ linlc -AI,tie sbtwnesB nr their apprehensions; ami tiierelnre 


10: diid again, a lit- /)<> imuirt of oHf another concemitu; 

e m'n* ^ this xwhn-ti I saidy J little white and ye shall not 


\ sav 
VC sh 


•and \ ‘shill not nee kindly prevented their confusion, and said Ajxm 
ino: -iiid again, a lit 
lie 

StC ..._ _ , , „ 

see me; and again a hi fie while and ye shall see 
we? Surely, if you reflect a little, it cannot he 
vfrv difficult to understand t!ie meaninj; of that. . 
2t) Verily, verily VenlVy trit/y, / say unto you, that ye shiill‘20 
-y iito v-'ii, that shoriirv weep and lament for a while, on account 

inu.i, bill ihe nori.i being taken away from you,*- and m the 
shiihcjoice .nidyc mean time the world shall viyoite, as if it had 
sii.ii he sun I1W fill, prevailcil aoaiust me; <W(/w«-vAo//Ac Aon’UKy«/ 

Ik iiiiued intuj.iy. lo 88 ol uiy presence, hut then you Imve- 

this to comfort you m that interval of distress, 
that your sorrow shall quickly he turned into 
21 A ttOman.II hen ,70//. Just as « a'oww», when she is in labour y has 
Stic I, n tr.itail hath grfat anx'cty and sorroxo braiuse her hour of 
i 3 i’r\-!inn‘''b^^ distress and agony t.t rome; hid when she has 
‘..PDii a*, she IS <ju- brought forth a child, she forgets the pangs she 
ii\cnd.-t the child, endured, and remembercth [rtri'J tribulation no 
he 1 uc''ihc.c 1 . no jgy ^ . world y 

,..i thitamanisborii ami added to her tamny lor its future honour 
into the M 01 Id and .Support. /Ind so it is, that you indeed have 22 

And ve rinw exoctitaiion of the melancboly 

ihcrcf.irt! haic cor- i i ■ i i • ‘u 

row. bull will -ee ‘'Cciui which IS approaching; and 11 will very 

you .i{f.iiii. and your much uiOrfiise your trouble to see me in a few 
heart i.hiii itjuni , more torii awav from vou, with inhuman 

taketh fio'ii lull Violence, hung as a malelactor on the cross, and 
buried in the grave: but when your hopes are 
at the lowest ebb, I will quickly sec you ugaiUy 
after my resurrection, and your hearts shull re¬ 
joice ; and afterwards, though 1 am absent fiorn 
you in ihe botly, yet I will fill you with sucli 
consolation by my Spirit, that no one skull, by 
any means whatever, deprive you oj your joy, 
which shall sweetly mingle itself even tvithyuiu 
beat lost affiictiuns.'^ 


Jiihn 


1« 


•'ll.' i/nll wcrji (uui lament, &c.] Wbat- 
uviT 'Uiinpil.ate lefti n<;e ths» may haie 
luthe soiiu isuf th"apoatlcs, immcdnle* 
ly on the denth uf Christ, bcfoic Iiia ru- 
^pirroitiuii, I qiitsiion not hut itini'liid >8 
all till ir bjbarqiicQt BtV.ietinn in the days 
uf t.istmi', w hen thebrid' gruuni w.ib taken 
awai li'im tliuin, as it is elsevlicTe ex- 
pri*. id 111 a parallel phrase, (Mat. IX. IJ.) 


wbieb must exn'rcss much more than the 
ab'tiueni-e "t tlio oii>' dav In* lay in tin 
graif, sup|ioBir|; (whiuh »svirv posBitih ' 
they bad then b it little leiish to ihtir 
food. bee \ 111 I. p '191 
<1 No one iArt/' Uehricf yon I’t you, 7 ty J 
As this |)iiiiiiise wiM be for e\ tr aei‘jiii. 
plisliiil III all i hiist't laitiiful &cr\ai>t-,H) 
It IS uhs'^iiablc h‘>w the apubtle Pau\ i>. 



15 ^ Whatever the^ ask in his name^ the Fathei' will give it. 

»tcT, And in that day^ when I hare sent the Com- 25 And inthatda> 
W^forter, m« jfcU iiiyiiiVf ef .'W,'nor JS 

be puzzled with much greater dimculties than i say unto you, 
^vi. 23 those which I have beeji explaining; but Divine Whattoevcr ye shat; 
illuminations shall be poured in upon you in “^'thej'aUierinmy 
the richest abundance, and with it the spirit of yo”*' * * 

earnest and successful prayer; for verily^ verily^ 

I say mtoyoUf and repeat the important assur¬ 
ance which I before gave you, (chap. xiv. 13, 

14, and xv. 16.) That whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my wawe, he will give [iV] you. 

2 ‘lir/{ithcrto ye have not henn used to regard me 24 Hitherto have 
under the character of a Mediator between God y® 
and man, and therefore have asked nothing in ™e^8iail"recwe, ^'at 
mynayne; but then, having received a tu Her your joy may be full, 
revelation of the doctrine of my interces¬ 
sion, you mzy come with a cheerful boldness to 
the throne of grace, and freely ask whatever 
shall hf* necessary for you; and depend upon it 
you shall receive such a liberal’ supply, that in 
the midst of all your temporal discouragements, 
your jty in God may still be^ maintained in its 
full height. 

25 These weighty and important things I have si Thc^rf- tiiini; 
often spoken to you in the obscxirhy ot parables, ’‘“'® * '’Puhni unto 
which have appeared dark and mysterious to eometh when i 
you; but the hour or time is coming when Twill shall no more speak 
speak no more to you in parables or dark sayings, «nti) youinprovcibs, 

but I will tell you what relates to the Father with ihV paUier! 

*6 all openness and plainness of speech. In that 213 At that day ye 
day you shall ask in my name, and shall present shall ask m my name, 
your siinplications to the Father with an express yo;,,\hat i"dipray 
acknowledgment of your dependence upon me the Pailierfor you' 
for the success of your petitions; and l do not 
merely say to you, that I will ask the Father on 
your account, and plead with him for the accep¬ 
tance of your prayers, thou^ you may assure 

Ills more abundant afflictionl), attests his p. 154. Yet Iconfesi. the formcris some- 
experience of itA truth, wlien eaya. As fimca used almost m the same sense with 
sorrowful, yet always ivjoiciug, (2 Cor. the Htter; (sec Mat the word 

M 10.) and mentions his share in Aejoy seems to have the same ambiguity with 
of Christians as n most important and 3a>' d<.man(i m English.—-The argument some 
cred oath. (1 Cor. xv. 31.) - have diaft) from hence against praying 

* shall ntt \nguir.t any ihiH^ iff ffle.] to i.’hristr «ii the preceding criticKsm, has 
Wc render itniP; but I thought it proper no appeara’ilceQf weight; and did ejuila^ 
to make some distinction between tfvhm, signify to pray, would pnive, fif it pros - 
which properly signltles In maU an m- ed any thing) that Paul lived, and Ste- 
gum/, and euliui, which is. to p/e.r/ita /e~ phrn died, in a lery unwarrantable, and 
jot’*'. Si*c Dr. (’alaiju on the Trinity, perhaps an idolatroes, practice. 



He came from the Father^ and is f'etumipg to him. 468 

27 For the Father yourselves that I Nhail always be ready to do it; sect. 

* refcsentit not to jou i.i suoh a riew, as'J™ 
«i m-, and haie be- 1' every tavour were obtained, and as it were ex- 
fc'-ied that 1 came tortcd, merely by my importunity, Irorn one whox\ i. 27 
but from God. himself no regard for your happiness; /or, 

on the contrary, I assure you, that the Father 
himself most tenderly Imes j/o«, and therefore 
will be ready to grant your rt'que.sts, and to 
watch over you with paternal affection and care; 
becauseym have loved »ie, and have believed (hat 
I came out from God, as the messenger of bis < 
grace to men; and have accordingly relied up¬ 
on me with such stedfastiicss, that you have 

28 I came fnrMi ventured your all u()on that belief. And you2& 
from iiie PaMirr and therein acted a very prudent and happy 

vniid 3i?aiii,i!cave P^rt; Toi’ 1 \\\Qoeo cctme oUt Jcom the lather, 
the «r,iid, and i^u to and am come into the irorld to scatter a divine 
the lather. jjyj jq conduct men into the paths 

of life and peace: and nowajiam, having dis¬ 
patched my errand, lam leaiiag the world, and 
am going back to the Father; where 1 shall keep 
my stated abode, and whether I will shortly con- 
duct you to a more glorious kingdom than you 
ever expected here. This is the sum of what 
I have been telling you, and was particularly 
my meamng in what i said before, (ver. 16,) 

“ Yet a little while, and ye shall sec me again, 

“ because 1 go to the Father ” 

2 ) Ills disciples And his disciples, .struck with the corre9pon-2^ 

Ii“w Jpeaker’uml Was secretly pass- 

iii.'iiiiiy,andspeakest ing in their own minds, said to him* Lord, Be- 
no proverb. hold, HOW tkou spcukest vcry plainly to us, and 
usest no parable, orobseme form of expression; 
so that we clearly umlerstand thy meaning, and 
30 Vow are \te rejoice ID it. And now we hiow by tins far-30 
sure that thnuknow-ther gvgp jjjy iji^cemiiig oiir iiiinost 

m ixhst nnTthat miv that thou ktiovcestdl things, 

man sliouid a- k thee and hast no need that any one should ask thee any 
by this B,e belle^c particular questions, to inform thee of those ■ 
forth from God.'”**^which tliou seest when first rising in 
the mind: on this account therefore, tye firmly 
believe that thou earnest out Jrom God, 

31 .fcsusanswered Jc'^us a$iswercd them, Doyou now at length be- 31 
bpiieJc?^'* ”*** you apprehend your faith to be so 

firm, that nothing shall be able any more to 
shake it? Let me advise }ou not to be too con¬ 
fident; for I assure you, that in a very little 



Ws dlsdpks wiU leave him, biU the Father is with him. 

vfCT, time you wiil foitnd to act, as if you had not 
ai,y faith- in me: pray therefore, that God would 
fortify yaw against those trials of whicti 1 have 
Xvj. 32 warned yon once and again, fox behold, the ^2 Behold, tjie 
hour is comitig, yea, is so near at hand, that I y * 

may even say, it u now ceme, that you shall all shall be «cattered, 

iic and dispersed, and of you e'ery <« 

return loyouromi balMtatioTis and employments, j 

or otherwise shift for yourselves e.s well as you am not alone, be> 
can^ and to consult your own secuHty, you shall the Father is. 
flee away and leave me alonei l>ut^e^/ Jam not, 
properly speakings <Uime,for the Father is with 
, me, ami he will comfort^ sup{)ort me, in the 
absence of all human friends. 

33 These things have I spokent\ms\ar^e\y to you, ^3 msc tbingt 

that wWever difficuliins may arise in life, bav- iol‘r thai*”m"mrye 
ing been thus yrarood, and furnished with such L^ht have peace, 
consolations.as these,', wm wight hteoe lasting in the worldyi* bhaii 
*«£■<• andsenmlyofw4bytheoMroiseolyour 

taithm./ne. In the world ladGea.you a hall have, uvercume tho 

and must expecta^ietiom hut be q/niragems and 

cheerful in your combat, (trejhave myself over- 

ame the teorld; and, being possessctl of a power 

infinitely superior to it, I will make you 

takers in my victory over all its terrors and it:> 

snares. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Verts ■ We are, perhaps, often regretting tlw abn^'m-e of Christ, and 
looking back with emuhitton on the h&)^ier lot of those who 
conversed*with him on earth in the days of his flesh: but if \te 
are true believers in an unseen Jesus, it is but a litik idiilc and 
we shall also see him ; for he is gone to (h^ Father, and will s/> 
successfully negpeiate our affairs there, that whatcvci our pre¬ 
sent difliculties and sorrows are, they shall end more happily 
• Uban those of o. woman, who after all the pangs and throes of 
her/a^oMP,"through the merciful mterposition of Divine ProM- 
dt^nce, is made tire Joyful mother of a living child. 

In the mean timjB, we have surely no reason to envy the world 
its joys and triumphs: ^las, its season of weei>ifig will quickly 
come! Rut our lamerdcdwns are soon to lie turned info .^on^s *f 
73,praise, ,and our hearts to be filled with solid, sacred, and 
f^culiarjqy, which, being the gift Christ, can neva- be tak- 
yiittu'ay. ^ \ 

‘ ^^hile we are in this state of distance and darkness, lot us re¬ 
joice that w'e have ucct'w to the tfrrone if grace, through the pre¬ 
vailing namevf Christ. L,et us come thither with holy courage 



and confidence, and ttik that we may Heeioe'; and so our yay 'sect, 
may be Jull. With pleasure may w<^ daily renew o«r vi- 
sits to that throve^ before wdiich Jesds stands as an intercessor 
tj that throne wbteh ia possessed by the Father^ who Aiw-26,27- 
$elf l(n>elh us, and answers with readiness and delight those pe~ 
titions which are thus recommended! May our faith in Christ, —27 
and our love to him, be still on the increasing hand; and our 
supplications will be m<>rc and more ditoebtable to him, whose 
loving kind ness is better than lifei (Pssd. Ixiii. 3.) 

Surely wc shall be frequbnily reviewing these gracious dis^ 
courses which Christ has bequeathed us as an invaluable legacy. 33— 
May they dwell with as in dlt our sp^de, and comColpt us in 
ever}^ distress I We shaH have no rc^nn to wmider'lf bunian-^33 
Iriendsliip bo sometimes false, and al^y* precarious; the disd^ 
pies of Christ were scattered \n the day* oi his extremity,-and 
left him alone, when they werb unde!' the highest obligations to 
have atfiiercd to him with the most inviolable fidelity. May we 
iiiit be able like him to s^, that oiir Father is with us; and that 
delightful converse with God, which we may'enjoy in our most 
i'olitary moments, will be rt thousand times more than an cqui-33 
\ ak'iit for whatsoever we lose in the creatures. In the world wc 
must iiidei'd have tribulation; and he that has appointed it for 
Us, knows that it is fit we should; but since the Captain 
of i.ur salvatum, who was made pnfect through -sufferings, lias 
ovo'conic the tcorld, and disarmea it; let ns seek that peace 
uiiich ho has established, and press on with a cheerjul assur^ 
a nee, ibat the least of his followers shall share in the honours and 
benefits of his victory. 


SEC r. CLXXIX. 

Christ vjfers up d solemn prayer to the Father, that he hirnsclj 
yiighf be gloiffrd, and that those who a err given him might 
be kipf through his name. John -XVIl. 1—12. 


JOBS XVII. I, 


JOHN XVII. 1. 

ri K R K wi.iiN QUR Lord Jesus spake these words which arc srrr. 
>ii.vki> i«us; and recorded in the preceding cb.ipters, 

1>. .■.‘T. ‘’amriili" then lifted up his eyes to heaven, and poured'-^ 
i.-)t!iri. tiw hour is out a'ljiost aftectionatc aiid important prayer toxvji. j 
his Father; an excellent model of his interces¬ 
sion in. heaven, arid a most comfortable and edi¬ 
fy ing^^nre.spniation of h^s^eniper both towards 
God Ins people. And, that it might more 
effectually an.swcT these gieat ends, lie iitterotl 
it null an audible voice, and said, O mv liea- 
vonlv Ciithcr, the ufipninted .in^f cypocted htnn 








ts come in which lam to enter on my sufferings, 
aiifl to complete the Work for which 1 came in- 
to the worhl; anti therefore 1 pray, tiiat thou 
wouliiest^/if^y me, thy Son, in those s^nal ap- 
petirances for my honoiir^iiid supp(>rt in death, 
, in my recovery irom the grave, and mine as¬ 
cension into heaven which thou hast promised 
to mo, and wi'ich I know tliat thou wilt pujictu- 
nily fulfil;" that thy Son al^'o, in the whole sc¬ 
ries of his conduct, both in this whrld, and in 


comej glorify thy 
Son, that thy Sou 
alko may glority thoe. 


that to which he In now returning, wajt success- 
iully thee, and ahcDniplish the purposes 

L'of thy saving love; clceordhtg ax thou*hast, by 2 As Umu iia.,t 
the engagements of thy covenant, given Aiw R!'*'", 
that power over all Jlesh, that absolute domi-should gue eternal 
uioti over all the human race, which he will l>fe to as nuiiy a;> 
cre long receive and evert; that he may thou hast giieiiium 
eternal life to all that thou, host ^iven him by 
:j that covenant to be redeemed and saved. Jnd s And tins <! hfr 


this is the sure way to that eternal Ufe,^ even they 

that they may know thee, who art the only liv- 

mg and true dod, in opposition to the idols Jcsii-? t iinst, vhmiu 

they iiave ignorantly w'orsbipped; and may 

know also ana believe in Jmus Christ, whom 

thov ha<it sent into the world as the only Sa- * 

viour: and to this therefore thou wilt bring 

them, and wdt make use of w'hat I have already 

i^one, and shall yet farther do, as the mpans of 

, ^feffficting It. ■ ' 

4 1 l is wifh unutterable pleasure th?it J now re- 4 i have vioTifitd 
fleet upon It, O my Fatiior and ftiy God, jhat / o” t“irth i 
have emnienily glorified thee on ea^jk during 
the whole of my abode here; that f’fiave been 
faithful to the trust that ^was reposed in me, 

111 all that I have saief and done through the 
course of my ministry; and greatly do I rejoice, 
tliat I have now gone so far, as to be just upon 


•'iilonftf thj .Sbn.j All IM circtilOStan- 
ocs of giury iittciidin; (tie sufi<wiogs of 
Christ j us, the appcargnce uf 
t'vhim in tbe j^arden, liN stnkul^ ifonn 
to the ^ruvnd thnse that c,iine 6* 
hond hill), his ciivinittlm variif Maiebus, 
his good ounfessioQ befors iPitaUi, hia ex- 
toWing fiom that nnjust judge a testi¬ 
mony of his innocciice, the dream of 
Pilate's wife, theeonvei'-ion of the peni¬ 
tent Mbber thoasi^nibhing ediistelUtioii 
of iirtnes and graers whirh slione so 
bright 111 ClirisCs dvmi; hcha^'lOllr, the 
siipeiiialurjf d.)il!ciO''yj and all the other 


prodigies that atU'iided higdeath; as well 
as his teaurjreetion, ai|d ascension, and 
exalmtjon at Ood's right liaiid, and the 
mis^hoffheHolybpIrit, and the conse- 
quenl '^OO^ss of the gospel; aie all to be 
lookei|';i^{iqp.a8 an aiisuer to till's prayer. 

^ Tmf 'ttfomlkfe.] Christ might 
sertthisl^iise (thongli neither a petition, 
plea, norany other part of prayer.) on 
purpose to remind liisapostle - of the ini 
portnnee of tlieu office, Us they weie 
sent to spread that kflowlvdge m hii'h he 
berfe calls eternal life, h<’, :n,sc the e«;r 
nal happiiuss of men dtpi-ii ls iipuii 



Ue had faithftdb) imlructed those that were given him 


's'' 


base fiiiishrd the thepoint of by mysUft'eringsanil sect,,'; 

gawbt me death, the important awX’wAiVA thou gatest mr cl?£^»xv' 

* j And iio'v, o Fa- to do. Jtid HoKJ therefore, 0 my heavenly 
•thPi, glorify ibou me, father^ do tkou glorify me with thine own self, vV^/* t 

:;s: is.'.fV.'h'lh irW wkM / w wm k. ■ 

1 had wiUi thec hv-fore the ivorld ims cn'ated/ and which tor the 
fnicthi- vioiidwas. salvation of thy people I have for a while laid 
aside, that I might clothe myself in this hum¬ 
ble form. . 

t* 1 h.oi m.'imfist- / have manifested thy mme, and revealed the 6 
ft 2m "Tmi. Ihml thy power apt! grace, to the mfH whom 

j;a%eM me <iiii oi the thou gai'cst me ouVof the world: the^ wire ongi- 
noiid tiiine iiu> ndlly thim‘, the cretturcs of thine fiand, and 

'■sV't'in'Tn' 2" ami of tby sovereign choice and 

Uu'v iia\f- kept iby in coijscquence of thy gracious purposes thou 
""id gaeesi them to me, that they might bo instructed 

and sanctified, and formed for the kingdom pre¬ 
pared fiir them from thefoumlation of the world: 
and such uccorilingly has been the influence of 
my doctrine on their hearts, that they have rea¬ 
dily embraced it, and hitlurto Imvi* resolutely 
.{ept and retained thy ,ward and gospel, /^utl,'; 
uoiwirhstanding the mean appearance I have 
madu to an eye of sense, that faith has owned 
me tlti'ough tliiis daik clqud. and even, now, in 
this my huinble state, they have perceived and 
Lnown that all things whatsoever which I have 
said and clone, and all the credentials which thots, 
hast in fact given me, and wliich so many over¬ 
look, tf/’C in^ed of thee; and that I am truly 
what profe^myself to he, a Divine Messen- 
gci lollie chddixm of men, and the Sa\iour that 
was ])romised to come into the w'orld. This 8 
8 1 . 1 !' ihavcgiMJn phiiiily .ap|jears to be their firm persuasion;/or 
It. ihoiii rhe !»ords u'hich thou navfst to me, 1 liuxegiveji 

iiiul tin'> iidNL' to them, I have revealed already nmcli ol iny 
> gospel to them, and begun to deposit it in tlieir 
hands; and in the midst of great.discouragement 
and ojjposuioi), girtlig afteiition to the woids 1 


, N'.ih liiCT haic 
kli'i'.ll'illJi .ill UlllIgS 
.lIUtSlII'M 1 IIkiII ll.i-t 
-'ll <1. Dll .lliMifllll 0. 


Ul.t) 


' 77;i' g/r'iv ^hick / hod xUh ihct’ infnh' 
the uoifti-Jill', J To suppo'.O, rtith Ui«j So. i- 
ifi-111', tli.ittli only: tb Utit gl'.iy 

iiliii li (iiid intui'ili'd for ttka.fn In', du- 
I'K'ts, (,i, ii til Mr. Flcioing, tl Jl it rc- 
lils.M'lj, 'll lllK.lv, 1 .) Ink IH'III!,' (/'Mlrf 
ft rh I/ll' \lii h’riah, ■>! i ip‘ lo '.nil. .ind (ion- 
tl let lb.' il'i si; f.ir sho, t 111 Its gcmilif* 

t >’n' Fl. f.l ( l.il lol .jt>, 
\ k' 11 ;■ “ nml M hal. ij. 


h'Thry t-i'ir oiigii^ally Mi/if.] Theic 
ban sUrelv be no rea‘»..n to luiagini; fruni 
Itie sacred story, tlmt the apo^Ufs wore 
cliuscn tothi'ii giear olTioetiii amiiintnl 
any estraoidimny dogpfS "f ■ pioty and 
ipitne, prcMCMi-. t-i tb.ii bwng oallod^to 
follow C'l ii'it. 1^0 lli-it I can soo no na« 
tur.il st'iisc o! theko woids but what I 
li.in’ ospii's'sLd in lilt >,>jiap]i)iak;'. Cnin- 
pair' J i|iu k’l 111 , p.itM! Ijtk 




. spake, they Iwva rgea^d [them] with faith and "‘■'■ived them, umV 
.agfotfx.lovr, and made It manifest by their embracing l!.",?,eout frS 
**'*'*^^and adliering to my doctrine, that they have tbt'p, and they have/ 
vvn"« hnmn in truth the divinity ol my mission, so believed that thou' 
ad to be fully satisfied in their own minds that 
I came out from thee with a commission to re- 
. , veal thy will, (compare John xvi. 27, 30;) and 
while I have been rejected by an ungrateful 
world, they have regarded me as th^true Mes¬ 
siah, and have shewn they have believed that thou 
didst indeed send me on the great errand of their 
salvation! I therefore praffor them , who have ^ i pray f,.r them. 
altcnaed roc as my aposlfo, arol for all those 
who are, or shall be, brougiit to the same faith nhich thou hast given 
and the same temper, that thou wouldest sup- lor they are 
port them under c\ei'y trial, and wouldest re- 
gard them in a peculiar manner as the objects 
of thy care ; I pray not thusyhr the unbelieving 
mrldi but for those whom thou hast graciously 
i^ivni me ; and I am confident that my prayer 
for them shall not lie in vain ; for they arc not 
10only mine, but thine too^ .chosen by thy grace, 

and devoted to tliv scT'vicc. Jnd indeed all nui jU mine 


interests, and «n) peo]ik‘ are thinCi and 
th4re are also mine i and while thv glory, is ad- gioriiir.i 
vanced by their establishment, / liketviijie aw, 
and finally shall be, glorified in them: so near 
rind intimate is our relation to each other; so 
sincere and active thy paternal affection to me, 

O my heavenly Father, and mynphal duty to 
thee. 


, .111(1 thinu 
, arid I am 
in thein 


11 And now I am to eontinne?io longer in the n And ik.« i .un 
world: but these my faithful servants arc yet in *" *1"'* ^oiid. 
the world, and some of them are to remain a j <.(>,„(. to 

considerable time in it, exposed to various thcc Holy fatlur. 
ha:'dsjiips and daifgers* whci'eas /, (delightful 
thou^t!) shall soon have done with this weary 
wilderness, and am coming to thee, who art the 
center of my soul, and the snjireme object of iny 
complacency and desire.*^ ;J^t whil.. am se¬ 
parated from these my servant^ so nV‘ar to thee 
and to me, vouchsafe, 0 holy Father, t^ fieep 


• And Tam romittn-.to llict. j It is very io be a sho^ n-floction im Hut dear sub- 
plain, that Ihi'g clause could not he m- |cct, <io fainilinr tn ins niind, with which 
tended an an additional at gument to intro- be for a moment rcfirsilied himself in I he 
dnee the following petition; fur Christ's coime of ting humbh and pathetic ad- 
coming to the Father was Ihc grc.it sc- dress. ’Ihu I have endravonred to rt- 
< bis people but It rcems rather prcsiml in th''pariplirasr 



None of them was lost, but the son qf^perdition. 469 

1* 

leep through ihinc ihggg wkom thoU Hust thvself glVCn »#f, and let SECT. 
Shorn °’thou ^!st preserved Mro«^4 thymme; let tiienj cuxxix. 

s;nca me, that they be kept ID .safety by tliy mighty power, and be''^p^ 
•maybe one, la we established in the raith by a,constant regard t^xvnn 
thee, and a sense of thy presence impressed on ^ 
their hearts; that they may stilicontinue united 
to us, and to each other, in cordial alFectinn, 

While i was and 7my be oMy even as we [are] one. Do 12 
TViiim >I0‘. p gracious Faiher, forget ttiCiS my friends, 
mthy twtiu*, those m whosecause I have’SO aucciionatcly engaged; 
that thoii gaiust me for thou ai’t Witness, that leUtlelwas neitn them 
1 ime Upt, aud j,j worldf /kept them in thy fliflwe, and 

b«i the sou of pcidi- through tlie influences of thy grace v^lyea,] I 
tinii; that the seiiji- guarded them whosn thm gavest me with a most 
iiiremigiitbLiuihilcd. constant care, and none of them is lost, unless it 
be counted as a kind of exception, that the son 
of perdition perishes by his iniquity that 
wretched creature, who in a lower sense was in¬ 
deed given to me, but never, like the rest, was 
taken under my special care; but is left to fall 
into deserved ruin,« that tfie scripture might 


' l >ik\y tl U file iiin of pmhtion.] I nni 
-'ir])M-od Ilia' bo tiMiiy ivry If.um’d di- 
wiics, and nuiougst the rebt,eicn liishop 
llortiot himself, (»hom 1 cannot itioiitoa 
but uith lliti greatest honour,) shouhl so 
louri'll v’infef from these wonts, that tiie 
gi\)n;; to Cliust, in the ^njceding clati- 
scb, (MJiiiot imply ati I'lcctiOD to gloiv, 
since It IS here iiitiitiated, that Judas, 
who pmslied, was given as well as liie 
rest. (See Durnct ou llieArticles,^, irii),) 
The obu'ction to a mere Enghslt reader 
might appear 11 nan,swei able]; hut those 
so I'linveibaiit iii the oiiginal might ea¬ 
sily base ubscrrsd, that if this text w'lll 
prose (hat Judas was m fh^ number of 
those given to Christ, m the same man¬ 
ner Luke iv. 26, 27, will prove, dnectly 
roiilrary to plain fact and the whole te¬ 
nor of the argument, that the woirun of 
■Sarepta was a widow in Israel, and fsaa- 
mun the Syrian a leper in I-rarl too; 
John 111 . 13i that Christ ascended into 
hea\cii before he began his innmliy, 
Rev, IX. 4. that the men who had not the 
seal of Cod in their foieheads, weio ei- 
Ihei gMS5 or trees, and Rfly. xsi. 27, 
that there are some of the most ahon^m- 
able ot inaiiki'id wliobf names aie wrii- 
teii in till book of life S^ee also Mat. 
V. J,"), Ml -1, it III Ml ; 2 ( or. X I. 
13. Ill dll which places, well d.s the 


preceding, it is plain that n ^i| is not 
used strictly as an oxceptivo partide, 
and that if ic has any thing like that 
force, It IS only to intimate that what it 
introduces may, in a ic^s proper sense, 
be reduced to the number of things luci;- 
lioriud before it. And this 1 take to be 
Its precise sense in this text, for which 
reason I render it [unieis it //<■] tfao'^^ 
111 BoiHO ot the former instances it has 
not so much Biguitication as that, hut is 
used with as great a libeity, as tiicept\ 
by Milton, when he says of Satan, 

-God nnd his Son cuc/it, 

Cieatiil thing nought valued he nur 
bhuntj'd. 

Hms likewise itv p-n is used, Gal ii. 1o, 

Jolin V. 19 , x\. 1-I’lie words before 

ns might indeed ictcr to the apostles, 
(oomparoJohn xwii. 9, sect, clxxxiil) 
but fdo not set auv neceosity of confin¬ 
ing them to (hiibt's care foi their pre- 
setrstion, for the reason given hbovc 

6 Is left to fill into dcscived rum ) 
'Tlve son (if peidiUon sigiiilieii one wlm i/e- 
servetUtj perishes as «sim of (tenth, {'J Sitm 
Xil. 5.) cKi'inti (jf hett, (Mat. xxiii. ) 
and ch'Mieii uf aict/i, (I ph. it. I)) iigmly 
peisons juilli/oliwiiohi loiifu'h and 
o rath 



Bejlections on Christ's prater to the Father. 

be fulfilled, which foretold it as the dreadful 
consequence of his treachery. (See P!>al. cis. 

8, & seq. compared with Acts i. 20.) 

IMPROVEMENT. 

With pleasure let us behold our gracious Redeemer in tins 
i.posture-of humble adoration; lifting up his ei/es to Ood with 
solemn devotion, and pouring out his pious and bcne\olent Sjji- 
rit in those Divine breathings which are here recoided. From 
his example, let us learn to prny ; a;nd from his intercession, to 
hope. We know that the Father heareth him always, (,lohn m. 
42.) and,singularly did he manifest that he heard him now, by 
all that bright assemblage of glories which shone around him in 
the concluding scenes of his abode on earth, and in those that 
attended his removal from it: and in all this too did the blessed 
Jesus manifest his zeal for the glory of the Father. Ma}" we 
emulate tliat holy tenqier ! and wlien we pray even for our own 
consummate happiness in the heavenly wbrhl, ma\ we eonsider 
it as ultmiatcly centering in the honour anti service of God. 

2 Well may we be encouraged to hope for that happiness, since 
Christ has an nmvcrsal porcer over all flesh, and over spirits su¬ 
perior to those lhat dwell in flesh; with which he invested on 
pur)>ose that he may accomplish the, salvation of tho<e lehom the 
:3 Father has given him, even of every true believer Wc* '-cc* 
the certain leayto this life, even the knowUdge of (iod in Christ. 
let us bless God, that w'c enjoy so many opportunities of obtain¬ 
ing it; and earnestly pray that he who'eormnaiidid the liplit tn 
shine out of darkness, would by his Divine rays shine foiih on 
d&r benighted souls; and so animate U8 ip bis service;, from tlie, 
noblest principles of gratitude and love, that W'o may bo able to 
say, even in our dying moments, wtth somewhat of the same 
4 Spirit which our Lord expressed, L'athet^f we have glorified thee 
on earth, and finished the work whith thou gavest its to do; 
11 ami thcri fcrc, being no more in the xvorld, we come unto thee. 
Then may we liojte, in our humble degree, to partake of tluit 
glorjp to whieh lie is returned, and to sit down with him on his 
victorious throne. 

cj 111 the mean time, may our fui’k see, and our zeal confess, 
Christ! May we acknitwkdge his IXvine authority, as having 
eomc out fom the Father ! "May we be united in love to Imii, 
and to each other; and hei'^kept by thut Divine word which is 
I2the security of his people, that none of them sliall he lostt l.et, 
the son >f perdition, vvlio perished even from among tiie apostles, 
teach I’s an bumble jealousy over our ovyh hearts, .viiatevi'i ex- 
lernal privili'ge'-. we enjoy; ai'd engage us to rn.iMiMm a conti¬ 
nual regard iv'/ihi! who IS able to keep ui from J lUin^, and to 
present us fauhUss befoVt the mv-'-i tv oj his gloii; W'th rxeecd- 
•'nsr joy' {.'Jude v^ i. 2J.) 



Christ prays that his apostles mqyjfe kept from evil: 4,v S|, 

> 

^SECT. CLXXX 

|V 

i^ur Lord concludes his prayer^ recommendins; his apostlcA, and 
succeeding Christians in eveiy future age, to theJavourable re¬ 
gards of his Father, and praying fm' their union on earth and 
glory in heaven. John XVl’l, 13, to (he end. 

JOHN Xvn. 13 . JOHN XVII. 13. , 

comt! I ^UR Lord.|K'occc‘dcd in that excellent address sect 
to thee, and ihcs ■ to God, which hc had hegim in the former clxxx. 

IS.' tC'' "they section, in such words as these: Jud noic, O my 
iniuhthave my jov heavenly Father, I cofneitnlo thee with hinitUT-xMi.i.s 
"* able pleasure; a//d/Afef {ttwdij of this prayer 
'' I speak tims openly in the heariii>> of my ili.sci- 

j>)es, while as ytu<] am with them in the world, 
that they who now hear me, and those; luo for 
whose benefit it may be afterwards recorded, 
may have my joy, even that holy consolation of 
winch I am the author and support, ahundantly 
i; I fulfilled in them. And it indee-d becomes me 1 !■ 

iln ' orid hjthhsu'ii solicitous for their comfort and.hap- 

ih* n cdii'.p tiipy jiiness: for I have given them thy word, which 
lotoHinjworld, they have faithfully received: and in conse- 
the'^oild^"" quence of this, though they are indeed the great- 
c.st friends and benefactors of mankind, yet the 
world ^s nngratelully hated them, and will be 
sure to persecute them with the utmost violen<;c, 
because they are iwt of the same spirit with the . 
world, even as I myself, in’whose cause they are 
engaged,*tfW not of the world, so as to conform 
1) I piav not that to'it in.piy temper and conduct. Smcc iherc-j 
fiiou iiioiiidst take ^ny sake they staml thus exposed to ha- 

imtthatihcashouWst ^^ed, injury, and oppression, I mostaficctuniate- 
keep thpin from th« ly bear tfiein on iny heart before thee, O niy 
heavenly f ather! yet I do ml pray that thou 
.<houldst take them i milled lately out of the world, 
bad as it is; since I know the jiurjiuses of thy 
glory, and their ow'u improvement and useful' 
ness, will require their longer coniimiunce m it, 
but I.pray that thmwouldst presene them from 
being either corruptetl or overwlielmed by the 
evil which perpetually surrounds theth, and that 
the fibbtletyand malice'of the evil one may ne- 
T'l^v s'J'c '‘ot vei oVerjiower them. For I well kiiovt, ihatlu 
they will meet with many trials wlnth will bear 
bait) upon tliem; because (as I have said) they 
are not of a temper suited to tlie common sen- 



And that the^ might be tmctified thrtmgh the truth. 


tirricnts aiid practicft^^-.Mtf tfforldf ^en as A, 
ci^xx. t(u*ir Lord atm Master, ^ not of the world. 

ann thciri therefore against so formidable 
Xvi[J.'i 7 ^'^ attack, and to maintain ai^ cultivate this holy 
temper in them, I would entreat thee ro com- 


of the world, cn'enaa 
lam oot of the world. 

17 Sanctify them 
through thy truth ^ 
tliy word is truth 


pletc the wtirk that is so happily begun, and to 
sanctify them more and more through th\f 
truth, ^ and as thi/ word, and gospel which they 
are to preach is the great s}’stein of sanctifying 
truth, whereby real holiness is ta be for ever 
promoted, may these t^y servants fed more 
and more of its vital efis^r^y on their own souls, 
to (jualify them for the b^ceof dispensing it to 
IS others. For as thou htdif^Siont T^einto the world is As, thou ha.t 
to be the messenger of thkfgrace, I also have t'*'* 

sent them into the world on the same errand, to i aiso\enuiu'm''ui't(*i 
publish and proclaim what they have learnt of the world. 
ll>in€. Jml It is in some nicasnre/<7r their sakes, 19 And for then 
as well as for tbc salvation nf all my people, that sakes 1 sancoiy mv 
/ now sanctfy nujsetf, or set myself apart as an bo sanddS 

offering holy to thee; that they alsOf taught by through the tniHi. 
my example, and aniinated by my dying love, 
tnay be truly sanctified through the truth, and 
. completely fitted for their important office. 

30 And in presenting these petitions for them, 20 Neither pray 1 
I am not chiefly influenced by ^le personal at- diom-, bm 

tachment ox private inendsbip, hut I csonsider ,i,aii beiiev C OU IIIL 
them under their public ebaraeter; norda/prajt tiiTougU Uic-r woia 
for these my apostles ctlone, or offer inysel^^ere- 
■|y for them; but for them oko whoshtM-^to* 
after Wt«'(7 on me through their word, vli^etbevit 
be pleached or written; even for thostt^wboaVe 
yet unborn, and on whom the endfe of the 
J1 world shall come: That, being animated by -* Tkat ih«y aii 
the same spirit, and inspired with tlte SMie love, patiier, an in m.', 
they alt maybe truly ant' intimately one, its-fhoxt, and 1 m thee, tint 
Father, [cu /J in me, and I in thee, that they aU Hicy aibomay buom- 
so may 111 friendship and happiness be one in us, * 


’^amtify IfiUrn Ihioii.v’' thy truth.} I sec taaclift/, signifies in genenl, tosvt ajiari In 
ro icjson to cnncliide, with Mr. any <i,jpiopiiatc hse. and is used witli 

lh.it tv ra n\ri^ctn ftiii'.t be put for peruhv”propriety with reference lo a sa- 

rt).ti5tc»v lh.it 1 "., fn fht! sen retif fhe'gvt- crifiie: which seems tn he the stnso in 
/le/, Thii'uij iodeed the remote end winch whien otif XorJ applies it to hmisfll in 
our lord b.id 111 uew ; hut the more im- v(|, 19. f^mparc K\oi' mi s'mn 
imdiate w is, th.it their o.ui inif;hi l,”and Lev, wn 
fi'.’ Inn fiiu'til .11,(1 !)' I I*'! hv it.- '' > 



He pru^s ikat aU believemm^ be methem: 


■'3 




lu lu: tb^ttbe world 
jD&y believe tbot 
thou haot bODt me. 


23 AhJ the glory 
which thuu gavcst 
me, 1 iiave ghen 
them-, tlutlhoy may 
be one, even as wc 
aie one. 


‘2U I tn them, and 
thuu in me, lhatthey 
may be made pcrfixt 
111 one, and that the 
ivoildtiiay know (hat 
tbnti lia't sent me, 
,ind hast lu^cdthem, 
IS thou hast loved 

'JIL'. 


24 I'jthti. r will 


united to us ^ntl to ‘otfaeri and deriving 
frdm us the richest pppliea of Divine consola- eh50£y». 
tion; thiJ so tAt veor'idf seeing their benevo-'^^Jp*^ 
ience, and charity, and holy ^oy^may believe 
thou hast sent me, and that a religion produc¬ 
tive of such amiable fruits is indeed of Divine 
original. ^Ind the giory mhkh^ by the cove-*22 . 
nairt of redemption, ifiou^avest unto me, / hevSi 
as aiitlionzed by thee, gtvtn unto thmut hy my 
faithful and invariable promise, as the great 
encouragement of their faith and hope; 
they 7nay all iie oiiCf evep as we are cne^ and, in 
consequeuca of such a blessed onion, may dwell 
together with and^sfith each other, tn eter¬ 
nal felicity: Tims therefore may it ever he, /23 
dwellingitt themi'and thou in me;, that Mey, 
who now enjoy the first begiunmgsof this hap¬ 
py stat(s, at length oe mme completely 
perject in one, and be united in the most cordial 
love, without any jarring affection, or the least 
mixture of sorrow and complaint; that so the 
clearest demonstration may be gjven of the effi¬ 
cacy of thy grace, and that the ts>ot'ld by this 
nieiins may know that thou hast se7U me, while 
they perceive them under ray forming cam to 
become visibly and justly the favourites of hea¬ 
ven; and It may'thus be manifest to all that 
thou hast loved them, as thou hast loved vie, and 
has extended this mercy to them for roy 

But’ no improvements, either in hcdme&S2} 
or comfort, in this world, can completely 
answer the purposes of ray love, and the 
promises of my grace to tlieni; and there¬ 
fore, O my Fathet', permit me to say, that / 
will, that is, 1 importunately ask it,, and, in 
conscipicnce of the mutual transactions be- 
ty'cen us, I am bold to claim it as matter of 


“ That thf uxifld mwj helieve thn! thou 
hiiil ienl wic,] ThispUinly inti marcs, t bat 
disiiciibiong ntnung Cbrist'an- wuiild not 
only be uni'Onifuitablt' lo llicniS^tr’es but 
would boa iMi’Ein!) of brnigiiig tfie truth 
and exci lliMiiv of the Cliii<<tiaiJ religion 
luti ijuehtiiiii and ho iniistjx- a stranger 
'to wluthntb p,'!r‘'i‘d, J •(! h laily pus- 
inp, HI till Mill'll. ot sec what 

tatal .uhanlasi tli rcti to nili 

deli> lu niisrLpii calamity, 

ilioi than to 10 Tid i. as i bltsMiiij to 


irankiDd- May we be so wise as to take 
the warinng before wc are quite- dcalroy- 
cd one ot ani llior * (fi'al. 1 j. ) 

. vt. T/it t'/ory u,kich tim me I hni” 
them, &c,J As'it was plainly in hi; 
Fathei s name, and by the autliorjty <-i 
hib eriinmissioii, that Christ had gnefi 
th«m,'tlitb promi“e, which with a li\t 
faith they bad aftecdionately embraced, 
so this was oni of llu* stiongest argu- 
nienls thaf emild be urged for the eoin- 
pleti' aeoiiniphOinicni of it. 



- «47-i And that (heif might be with him to behold hk glorij. 


right that they aha fHikorH ^thou hast graciously 
JcvixK.^i't/en me, even all thy efiosen and sanctifie'd 
'j)eople, may at length be with me where I am, 
that heavenly world to which I am now re- 
' moving; that they m^y there ftcAo/d and con¬ 
template, with evcrlahting delightful adnura* 
tion, my glory which thou hast by thy sure ap- 
pointiiient*^/wf// me, and art just ready to be- 
stow; for thou hast loved me before the founda¬ 
tion oj the world, and didst then decree for me 
that mediatorial kingdom <^witll which thou art 
now about to invest me,; 

25 And herein thou wilt not only be merciful, 
but faithful and just too, as it,is congruous to 
those essential perfections tof thy nature, 0 
most righteous Father, thus to distinguish me 
and my followers with a peculiar glory; for 
though the world has not known or acknowledg¬ 
ed thee, ^ yet I have known thee, and have ac¬ 
cordingly directed the whole of my ministra¬ 
tions to thy glory; and these my servants too 
have kmwn that thou hast sent me, and will cou¬ 
rageously assert it, even at the expcncc of their 

26 very lives. And I have declared thy name to 
them, and will, as 1 have opportunity, farther 
go on to declare [iV,] both by my word, and by 
tny spirit; that then* graces and services may 
bo more eminent; that even the love with which 
tkm hast loved me may be dwelling in thjsm; 
and that I also may take up my constant resi¬ 
dence fw thi7n by iny spiritual presence, when 
my bodily presence is removed, as it wdlquick- 
ly be. 


tbat they also whom 
thou hast ^ivea me, < 
be with me where I 
am; that they may 
behold my glory 
which thou hastgiveta 
me: for thou lov^st 
me before the foun* 
dation of the w'orld. 


2 SO righteous Fa¬ 
ther, tlic world hatli 
not known thee, hut 
I have known thee, 
and these have known 
that thou hast bciit 
me. 


2r> And I haie de¬ 
clared unto them thy 
name, and will de¬ 
nial ed that tihr lox’c 
wherewith thou hast 
loved me may be m 
them, and 1 in them 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Vcr. 15 . B indeed perpetual reasmi of thankfulness, that our gra¬ 
cious Iledeemer spake these woi'ds in the world, and recalled them 
thus exactly to the memory of his beloved disciples so many years 
after, that we in the most distant ages of his church might, by 

lb 

** Mji ^lory reluch th)u fmt That Mu^hcre 8i|nifics though, the con- 

This may i x{^8s tlic lubtie and lica^l^^ctioo }ilainly d^Qiou^trates; and Rla- 
of Chribt's peiaoual appeanunce, the a(!o-‘ tier proddces'^many instance s of it : (Ob- 
rntton paid him by the inhabitant!! of the sCrv, V'ol. 1. p. 344.) To which tlie fol- 
iipper woilil and tin adniinistruQtm of 1owil|^ instances finui the s.icred wnteis 
tile affairs of that providential kiif^om', may be added, among inaiiv otheib. 
which It IS liisliigli office to preside over, Luke XMii. T , John xi\ JO ; Acts vii. j, 
* 'IhoiKh Ike hot nul kiw’e'i and Hcb. ni. V. 



Rejections on Christ's prayei* for his people .. 

, t r 

reviewing them, have his joy fulfilled in us. Let,us with pk*a- secip;. 
sure recollect that those petitions which Christ offered for hisctxsx.. 
apostles, were expressly declared not to be intertded for 
•alone; but so far as circumstances should agree,/or all that should ' * 

believe on him through their u'ord, and therefore for us, if we are 
real, and not merely nominal believers. For us doth he still pray, 
not that God would immediately take us out of the world, though !•:> 
for his sako wc may be continually hated and injured in it, but\^ 
that lie would keep us from the evil to which we are here expos¬ 
ed. For our sakes did he also sanctify himself as a propitiation 19 
for our sms, that toe might abo be san^ifed through Jthe,truth; 
iox \\v gave himself for us, that he nt'^ht redeem us from dll 
Lmquttij, and purijy unto himsefa peculiar people, zealous of 
good W'lrks. (Tit, li. 14) ■ 

May these wise and gracious pin^Qses of his love be fulhllcd 
in us' May wc be one with each other, and with him! May that 21 
piety and chanty appear in th«i whole series of our temper and 
bf'liavionr, which may evidently shew the force of our religion, 
and retlect a conspicuous honour upon the great Founder of it! 

And may all concur to train us up for that eomplotc felicity 
ahov'*, in which all the purposes of his love centre I It is the de- 
claiecl u'l/l (.){' Christ, and let us never forget it, that his people 
slioulil be with him where he is, that they may behold his glory‘l^ 
xJiu h the Father has given him. And there is apparent coii- 
grnity, as well as mercy, m the appointment: that where he is, 
th( re altfl should his sen'ants and inemhers be.. The blesstsd an- 
geh do iiiulonbtcdly befiold the gloiy <f Christ with perpetuel 
congraruiaiioii and delight; but how much more reason shall WC 
have to rejoice and triunipli m it, when we consider it its ifie. 
glory of one in our OWn nature, the glory of our Rcdeeraferfand 
onr Friend, and the |:iledge and bccunty of our own everlasting 
happiness! Let ns oftetr be lifting up the eyes of onr faith to- 
vvaidsit, and let us breatiic after heaven in tips view! m the 
mean time, with all due zeal, and love, and duty, acknowledgingo-, 
the Father and the Son, that the Joys of heaven may be antici- 
jiated in onr sonis, while the love of G,od is shed abroad tliere by 
his Spirit, which is given unto us: even something of Unit love2(i 
Kherewith he has laved Jesus our incarnate Head. 


S K C T CLXXXr. 

' * "r'" jV 

Jesus ntr'csfromf hegiiest-clrnTtiUfr to the garden (f Gethse- 
viane, and in his imy Ihuher renews fke cautt^i which he had 
given to Pettr ana the rest-of the apostles. Mat. XXVI. 31—* 
3». Mark XlV. 27-31.' Luke^XIf. 30. John XVlll. 1 . 


1011 S XVIiJ. 1 

I l)J WllL'II J< 'US 

* * liad spoken thcbf 


JOHN XVIII. 1. 

XD wheti Jesus had spoken these words that 
arc mentioned above, -and had coiu'luded 



word?, he [came out, 
andj went forth [av 
he was wontj with 
his di-iciplu, over 
the brook Cedron; 

I to the mount of 
Olivet),] where was 
a garden, into the 
which he entered, 
and hi^ disciple^ (aU ■ 
so followed him.] 
[Luke xxii. 39.] 


Jem t^Us his disciples ih^ muld all forsake him. 

eiliCT^ his discourse this excellent prayer to his 
heavenly Falbeti out from the giiest- 

"chamber, where h^ had celebrated the passover, 

,««</, according to his usual custom every night, 
u'cnt forth with hisdisciples out of the city; and 
crctesiojg Over the brook Ktdron^ which lay on 
the east side of Jerusalem, he came to the foot 
oi the mount of OlkeSy u'here there was a garden 
belonging to one of his friends, into which be 
had often been used to retire; and though he 
knew his enemies woul^^come this Very night 
fo seize htfe there, , into it,* and 

his discipdes also foltomp hl^' * 

Mat. Tken^ as they were i^the'way thither, Jesus 
**'*’ saips to Mem, Wotwitlistatidilil!' all the faith you 
have [irofessed in me, and all the affection which 
1 know you,bear me, yet not only one or ano¬ 
ther, but ail of you-shall beioffended because of 
me this very night; and the hour is just at hand, 
when you will be so terrified by the distress 
befalling me in your presenre, that it shall prove 
the sad occasion of your falling into sin, by your 
forsaking me,< youf Master and Frieno, and 
leaving me in the hands of the enemy; for it is 
writteiiy (Zeob. xiii. 7.) I mite the Shep~ 

“ herdt and the sheep (f the fbek shall be scat- 
“ tend J am the Shepherd, and yoifc.the ti¬ 
morous sheep, to be dispersed by the assault 
'' h^e^on your Keeper. jSut, as it is a^etwards 
added there by way of encouragement j 

mm, my hand upon the little ones,'* Vo re¬ 
duce and recover t^em from this dissipa^ state; 
so likewise 1 assiiro you for your comfort, that 
‘after I am n'trn froth the dead, as 1 shall soon 
he, I go before ^u into Galilee^ and there 
give, hbtouly you, mji^/apostles, but all my 
disciples, the amplest demfunstration both of my 
resurrection and my Idve; whereby your hearts 
shall be established-in the firmest adherence to 


Mxr, XXVr. 31. 
Then f>aith Jeius im« 
to them, All yn »hall 
be offended because 
of me thii. night fur 
It u written, I will 
smite the Sliepherd, 
and the sheep of the 
flock shall be scat¬ 
tered abro.ir! [ Mark 
XIV. 27.1 


32 But after [that 1 
1 am risen again, I 
will go before yon 
into Galilee. [Mark 
xiv.28 ] 


■ A gardtti.inloti^h lit enteretl.]'.Mmll^ ngO, thffSinpt to rescue him m a tnmnl- 
probabl} retirc<lk)fosuchapriv 4 ui«i^lAut>n« tnanncr.v'lKednmwas, as its name 
not only k4vaiitaga ih socrof[w'>>''‘si£nifite, a 4tl> ft sAody vale between Jvru- 

votion, whicSi perhap!! he 'not io sal<4i and%« mount of Olives, throvgk 
well baVe ei\ioyed in the city ptih- a iitife brook ran, whieli took its 

lie a tiinO’,'but also that the peoj^mrght name from the ])l.ii e, [Compaic 2 Sam 
not be alarmed at bis being apprehended, xv. 23.) 
nor, in t||^ first sallies of their zeal and 



Pdcr and all the rest a ffirm 'wdhtd never'deny him. 4^7 

me; and upon particular sect.^ 

place where he would UieCt thi^.^ 


ci:nKki 


[But] Peter au- But Peter was so grieved to hear hinrt say'that 
jwpr^ aiid^td^to should all be offended, and be scattafcd 

shall bp oflended be- from him, that, With a confident assurance of his 33 
cause of thee, fyet] own stedfastoess, he answered and said to hinit 
h»iv dearest Lord, there is up trial can surmount 
2v"} . the Ipve I bear thee* and whatsoever danger or 

distress may be at hand, I am absolutely resolved 
and determined upon it, that thoMh every one 
besides, and even a/i the rest of these my bre¬ 
thren, should he i^end^ ’ hecause of th'e calami¬ 
ties that are coming ^ y/ite, and upon this ac- 


count should be in'dtu^d to forsake thee, yet 
will I never be but will follow thee 

even to the last, 

M jesns (laid unto ./ifjMy said to httn, Petfer, this confidence does 3 !■ 
him Vf'iiiv r sav un- „q( ^|| become thee, especial)v after the warn- 

[.Iiv, Lvm ID this] mg I gave thee at supper ;*= but I repeat it again, 
before the and vei'Hij I say unto thec^ That to-day^ yea, 

001 k (iMtt [tmre,] rg^ffH (Jiig night which is now'bueuii, be- 

ihuii ■shall deny me i A , ® » ix ® / ii 

ihine, [M.ufc xiv.P>'^ ^hc COCK a'ow twico, thou sMf repeatedly 
■ ' 1 deny me in the niosr shameful manner; for af'- 

tcr thou hast heard it once, thou shalt not be 
admonished; h^ before it crow a second time, 
thou shalt repeat the fault; nay, Ithou shalt do 
it every time with new aggravations. 

.. fiJut] Peter upon this, instead of-beingawfikeh-^. 33 

rp.ikt- the inor- \e- gd tQ^a.hbinblc seiiscof hisowii Weakness, sjfake.. 
m nuiiUy, uiid[ said ikorcMgtrly^ with a mixture of grief 

ayd ind^natioii at the thought, said to hinij 
Lord, ho danger whatsoever can induce rne to 
be guilty of such baseness; for such is the sin- ‘ 


t ' 

'■ lie named the particitlar place whcie nf his ehicf eiremti, and therefore imiiit 
he uouldmeet them ] Anappointment to he most-eonvcnieut, especially for thnsc 
meet in so lar)'c n region as Oaiilee-^oiild beyond Jordan, nheie many bad of late 
^^lUioiit this have been of veiy little use; believed in him. Seejohnx.40— 

.iiid Mat. xxriii. It, ccii.) expressly exxviv 

(l(ehiressuchauappointmeiItr M'edo not « After the warning 1 ^ve thee at sup 
know the e'uict piae^, but w'e tlieie learn pcr.J S<‘e Luke xxii, 34, 4 ud John xin 
from Matthiew, it waaaoertaii^nujjun am- 4,!fi. 1 persuadv* m>self that 

piobably itmighibcncartheseabfTibo-^-‘ai!f|^tentive comparison nf thoie texts 
nit<; nutouly because «re <'hrist oiy^'^m’tlieso before u-ioiMt*tUie« and Mark, 
the borders of that sCa aft^^hix resur- will eotrvitico the reader that these adnio- 
rectnm, (John xxii. 1. I) eo.),4&ar alsu^- nitioiiS^ere first irivcn at .he table, and 
cause, a. In had resided thiTO longer t)ian now n^iited as they went out: nor can 
any wlicic cl e, he bad, no doubt, the 1 find any wav of turminf; them all har. 
preatC'.i number of bis disciples there- monioiislv into one compound text ''i’h 
jIjouIs . .'.nd U pielty near the centre out such a Supposition 



^ 't Rfjieclions 01 a resolution to suffer for Christ. 

* » 

SBCT. cerity and strength of my aflcction to thcc, that unto him, Thougii r 
thmgh I should die with thee on the place, yet I not SSiV 

will not deny thee in any maimer or degree,but thee (in any »!•<«. ^ 
vvvT would a thousand times rather fait by th\^ side likewisealso said alt 
3510 a brave and resolute defence, than so much 
as seem to neglect thee, or in any respect to fail 
of tho Strictest and most affectionate fidelity. 

Likewise also said all the disciples, with equal 
sincerity of present intention, though neither he 
nor they had courage enough to abide by that 
resolution; Jesus therefore insisted no farther 
» on the matter, but Idt^them to be taught by 
the event. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Mat. So feeble is the heart of maij, and yet $0 ready to trust to it.-? 
jsxvi. strength! So gracious is.ftbc Zom Jesus Christ, that great 
31 > Shepherd and Bishop of soiil^, who gave himself to be smitten 
for his flock when they had forsaken him; and then returning, 
sought them out again, and fed them in richer pasture!* tliiiu 
before! 

Hovyreasonable is it, that our hearts sfiould be fixed in the mohi 
inflexible resolution for his service! How fit that wt* should 
every one of us say, with the utmost dciermiivation of soul, 

, 35 Jjyr 'd, though J should die wi%ihee, yet will I rot deny thee >' 

For hOvv could death wear a moi^ graceful, or a more pleasing 
form, than when it met us close by our "^ioiir's side, and came 
seal of our fidelity to him ? > 

'^Sutely this is the language of many^Cm'r hearts before liiin, 
especially when warmed anmanimated By'ilpn^of bis dying love 
to ui Yet let im not be JpSjjf^j’aftcr this dccKu 

34 35ration, denied his ‘Master ; anil the sanw^^^ht in which thev !iad 
protested they would never leave him, all the disciplesforsook him 
and fed. (Mat. xwi. 56.) Nor' on the other hand, let the view 
of tbafriflradty discourage, though it ought to caution us; lor 
the till# came when each of them behaved as they here Spoke; 
and they wljp in ids very presence aefed so weak a part, through 

S/uiki (he mt’ie eagtirfi), — I will not chap^SSi, § 5>) it ii peculiarly worth om- 
d. Hj/thkv lit oiy meaner or d(.gtee.\ oober that thii'''agKavations .ittcudiii" 

pa-iru ,\Ji ju*i 0-1 Pou:r'M,^|;^W^0jF'0i>nLor4 should he more 

1 ihitik thtenericy of Uiesa origifi^®foairfa»g!y“Tepfe»ote(l by Mark than by 
prc$siOD$ cannut he^reaeb^diox which, m that case, 

lltsrre therefore attempted it ur the pdra- ^irolMbly bv h s own particular 

phraw: andjnu'tobaersetbatj i^fatk'* <j|j)^tiun,.Ww'nav he r.';;-tiilcd .ay a go. 
gtyspfi wa« reMcwed by Peter, wO" Itrocp of Ins deep humilia ion and 

tiepts lay, (and partn'iijuriy Clemens penitence. Compart'Mark xu. fid—7'i, 
AlcsandrinoK, abtiuoit'dhy iiiiSchinsIIiit. with Mat, xxii. o'^— 15, I.iikc wii. si 
I'.fvle<> lib. ii. cap. Ij, on i^hichseo I)i. — l’’, and ,Tulin .smu. '15 — 'T", % ci'.i'iit 
J.ildiKi's Cii(Mi‘iit)'J pir! 1’ Vol. fl 



He takes Petert James, and Jahnixoithhim in^ ihe^ardeAvi^^. 

the influences of his strengthening spirit,- resisted unto bind, and 
looed not their lives unto ike death, for the (edimon^ of JesUs. . 
(Rev. xii. 11 .) 


„ SECT. CLXXXII. 

I « 

Jesus enters the garden f Gethsemane, and falls into his agony 
there i during which his disciples fall asleep, for which he 
gently reproves them, and warns them «/ the enemies' ap-‘ 
proach. Mat. XXVI. 3t>—46. Miwk XIV. 32^42. Luke 
XXII 40 — 46 . - ■> 


Mil. XXVI. ',6. 
'pURN oomclh .If- 
su!>\Mthtlicni un¬ 
to a plat'c tal'ed 
t/clliseuiaiie, and 
[[.iikt Hli.‘n he «as 
allhi pldLU licjsiiilli 
imto [ill''] il bCipU's, 

Sit u- lu'i-c, whih' I 
{>1) .111)1 piiiy vuiid)‘r. 
ly.iikxi\ ‘.Vi Luke 
X\ll. 4l).—J 

'■7 And he t k 
\ ith liini Pi ter, and 
the tnu iiuiis ol Ze- 
hi’dee [.Iatn)’!i and 
.liihn, I .’ind hegin tn 
be soirowtui ['jore 
aini/('d,] and teiy 
heavy. {Matk \iv. 


'jtXVI. 36 . 

•then, after .this discourse with his disciplc.s, sect, 
Jesus comes with them to the place wc nien-cixxxu^ 
tionexl above, which was called Gethsemane, as'^--v 7 
being a very pleasant and fertile gdrden,* and a 
when he was arn\ed justa^ the entrance into Me 
place whither In* was used to retire, he says to 
eight of his disuples, Sit ye down here si while, 
anil observe what passes abroad^ while I go and 
pray in yonder retirtMntnit. 

And, as this was a very extraordinary passage 37 , 
of bis life, he {wk along with him Peter, and the 
twe iOns of ZMedee, James and John, who had 
heeiKwit nesses of his transfiguration, and were 
now chosen by him to be witnesses of his agopy. , 
And^i. he went on with them towards a iWprc 
retft^d part of th«^ garden, he began to kt'm a 
ycrYgreat and vi.sibTe dejection, amazement, and 
of mind,^ o\\ account of some painlul 


* Cathil ( dh cmanc, as being a very 
pleasant and fertile irarden.] It is will 
kiiiiwu that Clou? sijpiities Iht 

lallpy ofFatwi> The garden probably liad 
Its name from it-* hoil and tiilnatiun, aitd 
lay 10 some hitle valley bet'K-en two of 
those many hills,, th) Miigcof which Con¬ 
stitutes tlifi uioiint of fdives, Aud it is 


nifics to bepenitraled voilh the most lively 
and piercing sottvoi ; and to be 

quite SyjiTetsed and almost'nverwhiImed 
oMi the load: Mark eispress^dt, if pos¬ 
sible, iu,a more forcible and stronger 
manner; for enffaju.S’iiff'fioi itnport 8 ',^he 
most shock mg mixture of terror and amasr- 
menl ; and jn the next verst, 

with some peeubaryeference. to this sitim-^ that be «« 

.,on, .-..I'.™. Xi. 

joking, there waa iw aay of escape, 
f ^ve endeavoured, as yrell as I Ootild, 
to ei^jress caeli oF these ideas in the para- 
—Dr. Mora truly observes, that 
Christ’s continued resolution, in the miAst 
of these agonies and supernatural hprrbrs,, 


oki, or a Jilt of oil, _ 

•» He began to t>e in great owueilff’' 

mrat, an ' angiiuh Of mimt M words 
which oiir tran^laiois nsdrnere, ai-e^^ 
flat, and fall vastly short of tlie em^Ssis 
of tliusn terms in which the evangelists ilc- 
senbi'tliia awlul sc^nc forXjiroirSiiu sig- 



pfdys that, if possible, the cup might fmssfrom him. 

and dreadful sensuitiofiswijicli were then impres- 
upon his sUuiby the immediate hand of God. 

Then, turning to hjs three disciples, he says to ss Tiwn saith Ik 
Mot, My friends, you never saw me in so ^cat 
3 g distress as now; tor my soul ts surrounded on even unto death :tnr. 
all sides mth an extremity of an<>uish anti sor- rv ye heie,and watch 
, row, which tortures me even almost untodeath -, 

and I know that tlie infirmity of human nature not Into tamptatipa] 
must quickly sink under it, without someextra- [Maik\iv..'j4. /.ukc 
ordinary relief from God; to hirn therefore I 
will apply with the greatest earnestness: and do 
you in the mean time e^tiniii here, and natch 
with mr,® considering how liable we are to bo 
surprised; [and] let me Remind you also to pray 
I'or yourselves, that you trUty not enter into tliat - 

dangerous temptation of which 1 have just been 
giving you notice, or may be kept from falling 
by it. Sec Mat. xxvi. 31. sect, clxxxi. 

Maik And going on a tittle way from thence into a 
*»v. fotired part of tl.e garden, when he was 

now withdrawn about a stone's throw from the 
place where he left them, he first humbly knelt ‘^em about a su-n 
down. Arid ihQXty as the ardour of his davotion i**”’,'.! fji"r‘n 
increased, he prostrated himself on his face to the lus fa<v j on t hr 
ground, and prayed. That if it wme possible, that itroun<], and pravfd, 
dreadfpl season of sorrow, with'which he was ^ie'\hg^hour mrht 
then almost overwhelmed, might be shortened paw from him. "iwat, 
from him. And he said, Abbp^ Fa- ** 1^1 39 .—Lukexxii. 
si'know, that art Mine's proper to Jwdone... , 

arep^stble toihee; and, 0 my Father, ;«,ba, Fatiirr, a'l 

far possible, as to consist with what thy things me posMble 

has appointed for tl^oadvancement of 


Mahk XIV. i! ! 

And he ivrntfonvarri 
a little, fJ.iiLc, and 
nas withdijnq from 


was the must heroic that can be nnagtn- signs of 4iidT(n8 than in any other circuii'- 
c(i; and fajf'aaperior to valour hi single stancesof bisSTitfer>ngi,there is rcasun to 
combat,'iir'^b^Ule, where, id case, conclude there was someltung exlraoidi- 
the spirit la'inisUd by natural indignation; nar'y inthedegreeufthc impression- and it 
and III the dthia:, by tlie pomp of war, tlh- xuicly comes much to the same, whether 
roujiid of Binrtiai music, the e,\ai!npie of we say that Oud, by h's own immediate 
tcirow-soldieis, ite. See More's Thcolog. agency, impressed some uncommon hor- 
tVorks, p. r>S.— vl)r Whitby will not allow rors oQ.his mind, oi that the strength of 
tlial tiic.e agonies a^ose from the imijvei;., his spirits, and porl^ the tone of hi<^ 
diate band of fTod'iqhHi him; .nerv woiw’soi^paired, that the view lie 

thinks not tu be ^ even of thd^thidf^ should aflect him to a 

damog^iti hell, F ut it s'-etpsiittposl^lm^^.egfvc df ci^isitc and uncommon schm- 
to pMve Uiat it ii nuf. , ile rhiher tbiiiiti hiluy. 

ititdgiit arise, from a deep apprel^Aston ll^^d they done this 

of fha malignity of «in, and the^'^wSsi-ry carwslly, tl^ would s^oii have found a 
brpuglii upon the vrorld hy it. Dnt eOD' rich ei^uivalent fur the>r watchful ( aic, mi 
Mderlng buw "miu'b tlie'ipind of Christ was the oiuinent improvement ot their siraecs 
woUudiitI aiidbrokciv with wliathcnuw en- bv ih s woiuh-itol and *’<lvfvuig si^’nt 
d'ut'l. so ai tunMcsjnie gruiUr cstcriial 



Hix disciple^ and are ezhoriedhia iv&k^/ulness, 4^1 

t.»te away ihis rqp, and thc salvation (rf tbT'pbople, 1 eam^Jitlv He- sect. 

J.«r/let,/pas^i from immediately tvodltJestctTcxTsiT 

not What i.w 111 , b«t toA'tJajetf!/ Mw c«j9 ot bitterness and 
^whatthou wilt [Mat. f^ycfl,] Ut [iV] imw/itfsj /rovi jwc, and let coin-jjiy ij'g 
jfsu.—G9 ] j’qj.(. peace return to my soul: neveHittUsSi 

if tbou seest it necessary to contvntie it, or to 
atitl yet more grievous' ingredients to it, 1 am 
, , here ready to receive it‘in submission to thy 

will, ami resoiuteiy s^ upon tlic whole, Not as 
/ wdly hut as fhti wilti for though nature can¬ 
not but shrink back from these sndieiings, it is 
the determinate purpose of my soul to bear 
wbatxsocver thhic liifinite wisdom shall see 6t to 
appoint.-. 

-7 .\nii hproirmth Jnd Upon this, fUi^g Up from thc ground 0037 
|<nit(i the di^c,pics], ^])j^b he had. lain prostrate, he comes again to 
sTlpm^fami SiS the thfeedi'sciples, md, notwithstanding thedis- 
i.nto I'ettr, tri’ss that he was and the command that he 
<.irpp,-st thoii> |j^(] given to them to watch, he finds them all 
'."'S' fwrticularly says to Peter (who 

mint, coiiI,! je not liad but lately made such hoicMiin firotestations 
•') <j'K‘ of his peculiar zeal and fidelity),. What, Simon 

I M.it. wM. r/irtfp at such a time as tjliS'? and alter 

thou hatUt just declared thy resoliitinn to die 
with me, couldoiU thdti soon forget thy pro- 
mi.se to stand W’^me, andwo^ so tlMich as jmteh 
or keep awake but ftwr one kour^ when 1 was in 
such a» agony.? And you that w^ere so ready to 
join wj#j[ him in the same profession, Could ' 
neith^^^of you beitlpindfiil ot me : tuid hi this 
time of my extreme distress teere ye all so unable 
to perform yonr resolution as not to watch one 
u .ltd, vt', and sni'de hour with me ? 1 must again cxlioi t you 3H 
“> greate-t canjeste*, 

that ye may not enter into and fall ny that uan- 
geroiw temptation which is now apjiroaching: *' 


..iti 

lioill 

■+' I 


** 'lale au/i’j this cup ] Nothing: is'more of executing some eriminals bv sending 
I'Mininoi), than to expu>s a portion of them a cap of prison, which is well 
(onitiirt or distress by a Clip allnding tn known to have liecn an c'^sWrii, ihougli 
tin* ciihtuin of the father of a faiuiiVi or not far as I can learn) a Jewish cus- 
wiaster of a feast, to send to'hiaithiliir™ .jtoMb’J * 

01 snests a cup t*'' such Uq«l 0 f a* 1 m* rfe- *[ JKWSfth andptmj. See ] IIow pwirly is 
hiniicd fur them, ‘^ee aals Mat, sx. ■ tfili^Whortation answered by thc»-.p vijih 
2‘i,p'i.')?, .mdwiihthotetteti&harerc- and'ncctorhal offlehi. of the Romish 
f' liedioattbcendof ihatnotsf^omptW^ chureh..*bichare saidto have had their 
T'sal \VI .5, xxiii. 7; Ixxv, ftf Jer. ajriginm'froin henCf' (ihemish Teslam. 
7,\!i\ IC; f.airi iV. 21; H/.ek. xxiii. p, 79 —I think it more proper, cm art- 
■■'2, 3G: ]l.ib ii. 16; pndHcv. xiv. 10; view, to render Alw. xv. i’> the 

' 1 1'). Ill .someIlf which ti‘xti> there pre<*ediiig veiso, with I’r [laiTiiiiond, 
iii.i jfi'i.ip', 1 ) 0.1 lu’.hc way Heie *„> n. unnhh-, fr'i thin bi retain 

I , i ; ( " • 



4^ He repeals his prajjcr with submission to his Father's will. 

se’cj. the spirit imked, is Jmnardj aiui ready to ex- “P'"* 
e^xxxii prcsh the dutiful regard that you have for me, 

' and I know your resolutions of adhering to me 41 .] 

X^.3« sincere; hut yet, as your own present 

experience may convince you, the flesh is 
weak; * and as you have been so far prevailed 
upon by its inBnnities, as to fall asleep at this 
very unseasonable time, so if you are nut more 
upon your guard, and more importunate in 
seeking for assistance from above, it will soon 
ga:n a much greater victory over you. 

3 $' Jnd when he had thus gently admonished 
them, he Kent awa^ again the second itme^ to a 
little distance from them, and prayed as be had pra\<<l, and »pak(i 
done before, speaking much the same words, or thef3inpw(.r(is,isay. 
expressing himwdf to the like effect, with the 7,'”^ J,a?“ not 
same ardour and submission, saying, 0 my Fa- pass away fjom me, 
ther, if\l be necessary, in dhe pursuance of the except r drmk n, 
great end for which I came into the world, that *42 j ^ 

' I should endure these grievous sutfeiings, and *■ 
this tup lannot pass from me without my drink¬ 
ing U, and wringing out, as it were, the very 
tlregs of it, I- will still humbly acquiesce, and 
say, Thy will be d<me, how painful soever it 
may be to flesh and bloods - 
■iO ^nd returning back to IiistHre'e disciples, he ^1“’ i"*’*;" 

found them asleep again ; for the fatigue and them asleep apam, 
, trouble they had lately undergone, had exhaust- (for tiicir eves won 
ed their spnits, and their eyes were fiuife«J£.'?VA- 
cd down with weariness apf sorrow: and,he ad- 1 ,,^. [Mat. xxm 
monished them again as before: and they were 43 ] 
so thoroughly coiffounded, that they knew not 
what to answer him ; aiid yet immediately after, 
they were so weak and senseless as to relapse xwi. 44 . 
into Ihe ^me fault again. And he left them, 

Mat. jdltd, having roused them for the present and went away a?am, 
*xvi. 44.fpQni their sleep, he left them ,■ and went away time '^^saytng^' the 
again, andprayed the third lime, speaking much tiame woids; 


our version of A7ui; othat, which h 
}exs common and Ie<is forcible V' 

t The spmltndeed i foraard 
-iPal thefi'shis fiieik ] So gentle a remi^ 
^ «1)d so kind an apolojiy (as Archbishop 
Tillotson very justly and beautifully ob¬ 
serves), were the more remayltablo, as 
piif^ lord’s mind was now discomposed 
with sorrow, so that he must hat e the 
-deepfr and tenderer sense of the unkind- 


ncss of his friends. (SeeTiIlots. Work<, 
Vol. II. p. 495.)—How apt are ye to 
think affliction an excuse for pe^ ishiie-s ' 
But bow iinlikis are we to Christ in tiiat 
thought,:^ how unkind to ourselves, aik 
as friends, to whom, 111 such 
circumshhlces, with our best temper, we 
must be more troublesome than we could 
wish' 



An angd appears to strengthen hm ih his agony, ' 4^ 

the same words as ^befdi«j or oaring petitions sect. 

■ I.UKB XXII. 42. to the same effect: 5 Sauii^^ Father^ \f thht^t'&xiax 

fhoilTe 

^move this cup irom cxcuse me from the eontinuatice of this bitter 
toejneuTthelc.xb.not anguish ant) distress,*> if is what would gn'atly 4,2 
my will, but tiime be |.ejoice me, and with due submission I would 
hutnbly ask it; nevertkeksHf as I said before,' 

43 Anil Ulcrp ^p, not mp wiU but thine be done. >jfnd, in this^s . 
peared an angpi un- last address, bi 8 ooinbat was so violent and se- 
tf> him fiom heaven, almost Overwhelmed; and 

therefore, lor hts assistance against Ihe powers 
of darkness,'whic^i unfied their force at-ainst' 
him in the most temWe manner, there appf<ared 
to him an angel/rotri heaven^ standing near him 
in a visible fgrin, Aim by that sen¬ 

sible token of the Father’s' protection and fa¬ 
vour, and sug^esting^ such holy consolations as 
were most proper fo animate bis soul.in such a 
* 4 ' And beiny in Struggle.* Yet With all these assurance.? that 11644 . 
un dgouy, he prayed was Still the'charge of licavet), and quickly 
inoie eainistry and should be made victoHous over all, his terror 
and distress continued unspeak¬ 

able agonjf, he prayed yet more intensely than 
before, insomuch'that, though he was now in 
' the open air, a«d» in the cool of the niglir, Afs 

sweat ran off wiffl' uncommon violence; yea, so , 
extraordinary was the coinmotion of animal 
nature, that blood was also forced in an amaz-' 

s Spctdmq much tktsame qv*#,} It is acttd^yVngSgerl. (See Liinhoieh’sTbeo'. 
pliiiii, hv comparing vcr>- 3 ^ iwd4f2i that lib. iik'mu. § 17.) Tins throws great 
the noids wore not eutiVeiy tliesarnc, tight op Heb. tim hruiit i,% Iknt 

.ind It IS coitam tl).it Xs'/^-ohett signi- hi /pereli—^int^^the foiinii edipons [ 
lit'!, inaltf, . so tluit no mure appears to baie bad Uw pteasurc to tiiul tins inter., 
be inU'iided than that he pi ay ad to tfie preUtiou ^aotifully ill'istrated and ju> 
same piirpost as hclore. dicionsty confirmed by the luaraed^Or, 

** l! Uwu fileaietl tu lake afaay Ikit cut Thomas JackSoil, in his Wprks. Vpl. II. 

/irtni Me.]'rhe ohseiving readht will eash p. 313. 817. 947. * ' 

Iv jiereiiive by the p.iraphi ase, that 1 do I ,1n Hitgel from heaven ttieSglheting. 
not suppose oiir 1.oid heii! prayedf to be Am.] Some of the ancient Christians 
excused entirely from snlterfiigs and thought it so dishoiiourabli* to Christ, that 
d(ail) Such a petition appeals to me he should receive such assistaocc from 
so incoii'.ikteiit with that steady cmistan- ait they oiaittedthis verse in 

cy be always shewed, and with th^t 111 e* tW^^pies; a« Jerom and Hilary in¬ 
ly tiuu, (John vu. 27, 26, p, in It is indeed w&atiiig in some 

which he seems to disown such a prayer, q^pnffcbptil*, but far tlte greatest nnm- 
Uiat I think even lloaket'jrTMluiion, her of Copies have it j and could Hilary, 
though the best 1 have met w{j^ is uoC, .have proved it a spurious addition, he 
s.it)'hictofy. (Jlookci's Tccltia,' PolltV^ Would, idr]{i>ubt, baiedopeit, since lUo 
III) i. ^ is.) It appears to me much dirOCtiy contradicts, thp wild notion ho 
s.ifei tu'cspoiiirl it, as Sn Matthew Male seems to maiutaip, th.st Chiist was itica- 
doi's (in his ( ontempl.ition, Vol I. p. pable of any paiipul sciisatiops. (><■« 
i!-',) as icl,itidg to llie tcrroi and sevc- l>r Mill, in ioc.) . . 

' l_\ fit 111! ''oiiiba* III wlii''li III » 



He tells his Sicipks that the traitor, was ^ing. 

inff raannt;r thrmigll tbe pores, together with *°P* 

sweat ; wbiph, ms as it were great drops o/'iJ’JJc gnml ‘**'**' 
bM Jailing down from his face, and dropping 

ground, as he bowed himself to «' 

44 the earth.^ 

45 And rising up from prayer, after this tlrea<l- 
ful conflict, he hack to his disciples the 

third time, and, notwithstanding the repeated disciples, [Mart, the' 
^monitioiib fie liiid given them, he again,/ownd thini time,)iiefound 

them sleeping; for their aenses were quite stu- lorrow.” [Mat.^xxv^ 
pitied, and their spirits exhausted with sorrow, M’aikxiv.4i—] 

*'">And he said to them, IV/ii/ do you still go on to 
j/re/i at such a season as this ^ This drowsy 
disposition makes it necessary to renew my ex- 
hortation, and to call upon yon yet once more pn 
to arise and pray that you may not enter into a enter mto tempta- 
circumstance ot’ very dangiToiis iemplation. 

Mat, But as all this did not sulHcicmly rouse them, 
dxri. 45, and be knew those that came to apprehend him them, sleep on now, 
were just iiovv entering tbe garden, //c altered and lake yom rest, 
his voice, and said to them in an ironical man- 

’ , ... , hold, tin- hoiii Is 

ner, lou may rum sleep on d you can, tina [come,J ami tiu .-.m 
take your rest as long as you please. I have of man i-shctiawd 
been calling you to watch ;.but it is now enough ; 
for this season of watching is over, and I have 41 
no farther need to press you td it; you will now 
be roused by another kind of alarm thaij wliat 
- my words have given; for behold, the long ex¬ 
pected hour is at lepgth come, and the Son of 
man is even now betraye4^nto the handi of the 

46 most inhuman sinners: Arise, therefore, and 
Jet us go along witli them whithersoever they 
shall lead us: for behold he that betrayeth me .is 


ners. [Mjik xiv 


46 BUc, li t us br 


k ticeat was as it were great dttips of darkness: tbe former say-< he, wns now 
iloodi, ,9(e.] Many expositors have thiiui^ht, iiirrounded with a mighly hu^t of devils, 
as Mr. LeOieredul, that the lixiiressfon who exercised all their force and malice 
[j IJfw; aJu wan aijuuslt^] ocl>' to parscCtite and distract his innocent 

impin'^, that his (foopi if soealwere lai^e ,^ul; and the laitcr supposes that Satan 
null c/at)ifl>y title chits of gore; but Dr. hoped, by o\cipowering him here, tiv- 
W h tby ubWrve'i, iliat Aristotle and Dio- have prevented the acconiplibhiucnt of 
dunisSicolus both mention bl^Qdy;iT|riHtt» the prophecies relatm;; to the manner 
as attending Slotte extraordina^V^^jr- and 9ircum3txnce', of his death. (See 
of mind; aniltfiiid Txti, Scott’s Christian life, Vol III. p 149 and 

Pope Si-xt^s V. p 200, and ittobti FJemm^.Cljristology, Vol. H. p, LW.) 
Chardnuili his History of Persia, Vol. I. But leaver Ums he, I can hardly thihk, 
p l'J6,'inentioniui: a like phenomenon DiC‘^eott suggest‘i, that there 
to which Dr. Jackson, (in his Works, isome'cnpcriiatuial ageucy of those evil 
Voh II. p. Sid.y adds another foom spirits in thedron&iness of the disciples, 
Tbimmis, lib. x. p. 22]— Dr Scott since tbe saci-ed historian is ailcnt on this 
.and Mr. Fleming both imagine that head, and refers it to another cause, 

Christ now struggled with tbe spirits of 



Bffieitions ori Christs a^oni^ in^tgardtn.' 

:i}\atu]ihitiothhc~ Just at hand. Accoi’dingiy Jtidai dnd h*rs reti- 
iwy me. fMarkMx. immcdiau ly appeared, and ^ized him 
the manner which wilt be next related. 

improvement/ 

On the most transient survey of this amazing story wc cannot 
but fall into deep admiration. What a sight is here! Let our 
souls turn asidi to behold it with a becoming temper: and surety 
we must wonder how the disciples could sleep in the midst of a xxvt. 
scene which might almost have awakened rocks and trues tu40,4.!" 
compassion. 

l^eliold the Prince of life, God’s* incarnate and only-begotten 
Son, drinking (f the brook in the w</y,.(PsaI. cx, 1.) and not 
ly lasting, but drawing in full draughts of that bitter cup whicli 
his keavenli/ Father put into his hands on this awful occasion. 

Let us behold him kneelings and even prostrate on the ground, 
aiul there pouring out his strong cries and tears to him that tca^^ ‘ 
able to save him from death. (Hob. v. 7.) Let ns \iew him 
this bloody agony, and say, If these things he done in the green ' 
tree, what shall oe done in the dry 9 (Ltike xxiii. 31.) If uvea 
Christ hinisclf w'as so depressed with sorrow and amazement, 
and the distress and anguish he endured were such,'that in his 
agony the sweat ran from him like great drops f blood, when 
onr iniquities were laid upon him, and it pleased the Father to 
bruise him, and to put him to grief, (Isa. Hit, 6,10.) how must the 
sinner .then bo filled with horror, and with what dreadful agonies 
of anguish and despair will be be overwhelmed, when he shall 
bear the burden of his olu'n iniquities, and God shall pour out nil 
hib wrath upon him.? B,ahold, bow ft&rjul a thing it is, to fall iiir 
to the hands of the living God ? (Htli.*x. 31.) 

Here was no human ienemy near our hk\»iid Pedeemer, yet 
such invisible terror set themselves in arraj/ dgtiimt him, that his Mat, 
very soul was poured out like waters not was there any circum-**''*• ^* 
stance of his sufierrngs in wdtich discovered a greater com- 
motion of spirit. Nevertheless, bis pore Oind holy soul ilkre all 
this without any irregular perturbaticm. In ail this tie tinned 
not by a murmuring word', or an impatient tbougtit. lie shone 
the brighter for the furmce of affliction, and gave us at once the 39,42 
most wonderful and the most amiable pattern of resignation to the 
Divine disposal, when he said, rtof as I wul, bat as thou 

wilt .—May this be (iur langua|[l^v,ia|^er every trial! Lord, we 
could wish It was^ an4 we woaw’^aifitain a holy watchfulness 
over our own soiits* t^t we^pay be so! But in this respect, ns 
well as 111 every otheT^^we fiftU that even when the spirit is wil¬ 
ling, the desk is weak. How happy is it for ua that the blessed 



48'^ Jttdas comes ter Be garden with soldiers to "seize him. 

SKCT. Je.ms kntfws mr frdme^ and has Uamt^ by what he himself su/- 
aixxKuJered in our frail nature, to make the most compassionate allow* 
aiice for its various infirmities! Let us learn to imitate tins his , 
gentle and gracious conduct, even in an hour of so much 
tress. Let us bear with, and let us pity each other, not aggra¬ 
vating every neglect of our friends into a crime; but rather 
speaking of their faults in the mildest terms, and making the 
most candid excuses for what we cannot defend. Let us exer* 

' cise such a temper, even in the most gloomy and dejected mo¬ 
ments of life; which surely may well be expected of us, who 
ourseUes need' so much compassion and indul^nce almost from 
every one with whom we converse; and, which is inbnitcly more, 
who owe our aH to^the forbearance of that God, of whose mrrev 
it is, that we are not utterly consumed. 


SECT; CLXXXfiL 


Jesus is betrayed by Judas, and seized by the guard, lo vchom, 
after glorious displays of his power, he voluntarily surrendvvs 
■ himself, and is then forsaken by all his disciples. Mat, 
XXVi. 47—56. Mark XIV. 43—52. Luke XXII. ^7—5 > 
John XVIIL 2-12. 


JOHN XVIIl 2. 

SECT. fflOW when otif Lisrd wa.s thus retired to the 
cwxxiii. ^ gafdeii, Judas also that betrayed him knew 
the place; for Jesus often resorted thither in com- 
jpany au!//! Aw disciples,^ and had particularly 
done it again and again sin,ce, his coming up to 
spend this passover at Jerusalem. (Compare 
3 Luke xxi. 37, p. 399.) Judas therefore^ taking 
with him a band [of soldiers,] or a Homan co¬ 
hort, with their captain, fsee ver. 12.) and some 
Jewish opwer^, sent fpr that piifpose from the 
chie/^pfieitf dM other Pharisees belonging to 
the sainbedfim, who weyre chiefly concerned 
in this aflair, emmes thither witn torches and 
lamps, and hostile weapons; which they brought 


XVllJ. 2. 

And Judas aha 
which bftravpd 
him,ktien thcplnrc: 
lor Jesus (ift tiinci. 
resorted thitherwiUt 
his disciples. 

3 Judas then, hav. 
ing received a band 
ol vim and olfieeis 
from the chief pne-its 
and Phanscfis, uoin- 
etb thither with lan¬ 
terns, and tuiches, 
aqd weapons. 


Jemstftrn exert some miraculous 

It was pfe^abiy over Jils own .miuial nature to 

belonged to one erf Christ’s fric»3if^r'jilfrengthen I'ttur such difficult services, 
to ivbicli he bad a liberty trf retiring"' alnrf to h, in heal ili and vi.^our; 

whentt’^ be pleased. And K'dw aci^. o^rwise #»'«optous dew s which fall by 
often used to spend at^iurfoonsi- ritj^t in tb^ parts, musthavcbeiu ver^ 
4SP^«tiipeinprayrrandp|u>ttSconver8e, dangerous' (as I bate elsewhere hinted, 
eseniogs or nights after lys indc- sect, Ixxhvi. note®,) especially when the 
TOtjgabIc labours in the ^ity and temple body was lieated by preaching iii the 
bv day. It is indeed ama'/.iiig how tiesh day, apd often by travelling several miles 
an^ blood could go tlirough such ibOes- on'foot, 
fatigues; but it is lery probable, 



H& appoints a signal to distingtdsh Jesus. 

with them, though it was now fuU onoon, to use sect. 
their arms, if they should meetwnh any 
sition, or to discover him by their lights, "joUiT 
should go about to hide himself, as they foolish- XviiJ 
iy imagined he might, among the private walks 3 
or other recesses of the garden. 

Mass XIV. 43. 4nd immediately^ while he was ytl speaking 
ihite te”T^“pS: h's »i»J giving them the alann men- ' 

[lo, Judas, one of the tioned in the close of the last section, ticnold, 
tweUv, cainp.i aini this very Judos^ one of (he twelve apostles, came 
wjtiihiiiiaifiPdtmiii. j| garden andmfh himaereat multitude 

«jui i,iav(g,f,om the 0* pcTsops of very different statiotis and offices 
eiiief priests and the in life, who were seat,With authority /'wrt the 

rli 'rsTof ihe^ wo^ilo"*! priestsf and scHbeSf and elder's of the pea*- 
fMah xxti. '^ ' 4 '?. pl^i ^“d, more eflectually to execute their or- 
Liike xxii. 47.—] ders, they were armed with swnrde and slaves, 
to seize him by violence, if any resistance should 
be made to the attempt; and there were aUu 
with them some persons of su|.’erior rank and 
quality, who, lull of impatient and malicious 
zeal, could not forbear mingling themselves w'’th 
the dregs of the people upon this infamous oi;- 
And he that he. casiou. (See Lukc xxii. 52 . p .492 ) Now 
wt-ni^'^before ^Uwm’ hetroyed him went a little before the rest of 
'7| had pnen them ^hem; {and] that they might not be mistaken 
token, s uMiK. in the person, he had given them a sigml^ by 
Whomsoever I tail which tlicv might tlisiinguish Jesus from any 

take him, [hi.id h.in «t"ers wlio might cbancc to be with him,*' say. 
tni.t,i and lead hfu uig^ Jte "vhom 1 shall kiss at my first entering 
iivay bairiy Hi^t intp, tjhe garden, He person you are commis. 

hioned to take he sure therefore to lay hold 
of him immediately, and lead him away safely ; 
tor he has sometimes made stfan,L;e e.scape4 from 
those that have attempted to take him,, and if 
he getaway from you after this signal, it will he 
43 And as soon as yoijf and not mine.** accordingly, 4.^ 

..c was conir, e jjjg garden, he drew near to Jc- 

Had gwen them a ^%ngl.] As thoso turned to him after having been any iim« 
that fame to apprehend hitu Hfcre strana UibNnt.,, 

gcis to Jesus, and it was now night, awav stifel]/ f for helms some, 

thure were tuelvr persons together, prov' ,tic|ihi^adc strange e'sc.ipcs, ] I'uUi. 
hjblj flipssod iniioli alike, sMh a signal pdi^Taikeiv. 30, Johnviii. 39; x 59 
might bt. thoLiRlit niort nectary. —f am ready to joiaginc, from tins prv- 

Vi He whom I Jtal/ kiM h t/ie&rop-l \|5t caution, that JiidOb might su'peet thal 
»'! indeed prolj.-ihle, as Dr. Muysc and Christ would on this oci'as.ou lem w the 
other< obsf rve, that our J.(ird, in great miracles he had formtily vui'upht for 
eontJcsf f'liMon, had used (.itcordmg to bis own deliverance; thi*ugh he had so 
•■'iB Jewish MisfomJI to peiniA Ins disci- expressly declared the ccintraij. 3tv» 
v!ps thus to silute him, when they yV Mat, xavi. 7 i, sect clxs. 



480^' He betrii^ the Son ofmWi zvith a 

sus to kiss hinty as a signal to the company to [Luke,d«!wnflarui)- 
seize bimj [md] going directly to Aiw, with an 
^ air of the greatest r(!spect, as if he had been ^ay toimniaudunh, ^ 
yiv**^’ 45 impatient of his absence during those few h«)urs [•J*!'*] Master, Mas.- 
wbich had passed since he saw him last, and [Mah'xwt'w.'LukL. 
was quite transported with joy to m^t him xml— 47 .] 
again, M saidy with the fairest appearmces of 
duty and friendship, Hail to thee, Rabbi, Rahbi f 
May the greatest pleasure and happiness conti¬ 
nually attend thee! ^/idupon this he kissed him. 

Jesus, well understanding the perfidious Mat. x\m. jo. 
purposes concealed under this fond address, an- 
swered with gro&t mildness, yet with becoming whcreiorc-Vrt tiu.ii 
spirit, and said io hm, Fnend, Kherefore arrcjn**'’ >'t- 

timi come ? and whence Is all this reremonv and *' 1 “^*''*^ 

, . , t-’ r , II I- 1 e- 1 of mciiiwiiliakj!,s,'l 

transport' I lUnK of it, Judas! Is this the iriond- [uke sxu. 46 ] 

ship thou bast so (>f(cn boasted ^ Alas, dost thou 

betray hm whom thou cumt nut hut know to 

be the Son of v}an,xi'itli such a MT.icheroiis kiss 

And dost thou think, that he ran be imposed 

upon by this poor artifice' or that God, who 

has promised him so glorious and triumphant a 

kingdom, will nut punish such baseness and 

cruelty to him’ 

Join though he fully understood what Jont xviii. , 

w'as to follow this perfidious salutation, as knu-ic- 
ing all the dreadful things that were coming up- 2 uJi eo'uT upou 
on him,^ yet did not attempt to escape, or to 
w'lthdraw himself out of the power of his ene¬ 
mies: nevertheless be determined to shew them 
that he could easily have done it; and therefore, 

Duil ipoH belfay ihtt Son <g mnn with a xliOiiM attend his suflt i . hIik,]) .tl- 
.InhereH,reason fai boliere cordiugly tielarjjely furetuld, (^ec Mdt. 
tlut our tiofd uiliea this phrase of xx. IS, m.'and the paiallei iilmca, p. 

o/ RtaHHb Jud$!l'|^ this occasion, (ni he I2i7 }UioiightnauyofUii>!i(icircuiiii>tan('i-s 
had dono tfaioitiuao rvening ar suppor vote aa contingent as can wl) be ima- 
twiceih abra'htli,)iilthc8cnse4ieitt‘,given4 giaild.—it is impossible to entco aright 
fcomparc note ‘, on Mat. xxn. 24. sect, into the herorohohaviour <if our Lord Jc- 
clxx.) and it adds a spirit to these wunls sus Christ, wtUiunr carrying this circiiin- 
ithit has not ofieobeen abseiled, stance along with us. 'the critics aic m 

the attentive riiaiTcr will disCe|^|^'^'^)^iTfrs at the gailanti y of Achilles m 
attended with much greater to the Trojan war, when hp kiicu, 

bhanty, than ifbnt l.»iH bad onifj^i|^^4^ik>rding'to Homer) that ho should Ltll 
Dotl thaa hetmy me t/fith n ^roi-'tinl he irti|»t hate a \ i ly low way 

*A’ftcrs7»g o'l thingf tAaf'lWtc ednang ^thinki^ who docs not stc- intinitely 
\tpfin Aim.] Our I.oid not only knew m afore forii^d ■ in on. 1 o.il's condi'cron 
g'Snoral, that heslwuldsiiffcrsOShOgreat, diih great Occasion, ultoii tliis circurn- 
eMH/and eien doalh lUsclJ, but nas ae- stance so indieioudy, t'ioii;,h nioJestl\ 
ouai^tcd ai^)'wlth all the particiiLir e.ir- inggcstcd I'v 3l. John, is di p. attcudetl 
< >.n! t'aures ot isumiLiiy aucl horror thal tg, 



Jesus comes fQrwardj and his enemies to the ground. 


lutn, went forth, and 
I'aid unto tlienit 
Whom seek yc? 


5 They answered 
him, Jesus of 'Naza¬ 
reth. Jesus s.iith 
unto them, [ am he. 
AndiJudas alsovrbicb 
butiaved him, stood 
with them. 


6 As soon then a» 
he tiad said unto 
them, 1 am ite, they 
went bai'kward and 
tell to the i;ioimd. 


'i Then asked he 
till Ml aLMiii, horn 
Silk ye ■' And tbev 
said, Jesus ot Naza¬ 
reth, 


'i Jesus .lesuered 
I Inle told \oil that 
1 aili Ae II there- 
lol > 1 sei k OK, lot 
• ill'll !;o ih‘'ii «av : 


as tliey now, upon tlie signal'thut was given sect. 
them, were drawing near to seize him, he 
forth towards hjs enemies, and sttid to fhemy mih 
the greatest composure of mind, IFAorn d<r ^ottSiviiL 
come to seeh byre? And thej/'were so confound-J 
ed at the air of majesty and mtrepidity with 
which be appeared, that w'ithout saying th^* 
were come for him, they only answered kiniy Wo 
arc come to seek Jesus the Nazarenc. Jesus 
soya to thmiy You have the person then be¬ 
fore you; / ant [Ac.] And Judas also who 
betrayed him, then alood with them; and be who 
formerly had f'ollovt'ed Christ a» one of ins dis- 
cifilcA, now sorted with liis open and avowed 
enemies. Then as so.ni as he had said to them,(^ 

I am [Ac,] there went forth such a secret energy 
of Divine power-with those words,'that all their 
united force was utterly unable to resist it, so 
tluit they presently drew back, as afraid to ap¬ 
proach him, though unarmed and unguaidcd; 
and Jell at once to the groU7id,^ as if they had 
been struck with lightning. Yet a few mo-1 
ments after, recovering from this consternation, 
they a rosy and rallied again; and then as they 
came up the second time, he asked thenuagain, 
Whemi do ye seek? And they said to him as 
bcloF(5, Jesus the Nazat'ene. Jesus ansurird^ 
them, I han't already told you that I am \he:\ 

If tkenjore you seek me alone, you may lei 
these my companions and IViends go their way 
in safety;*’ and indeed I shall insist upon that as 


g n !•!/ drezi l)Ui k aiul fell to the f^ii.und.] 
As tlioii' niic M'libP'. and priests among 
tlipiii llic'v iiiusl liaiciead of tlie dcs- 
tiiKluii of tiiose riiii),)ani«s nhich cauie 
to vue the piojihi t hlijali, ('2 Kingit i 
10, IC,} . 1 1 J( t which tiore so ^reat a rC'- 
11 ‘nihl.nii 1 to this, that it is an aiiia/mg 
iiislatiLu Ilf tiie most obdurate wi'ikod- 
nps<<, that ihcv should venture to reuew 
the as-ault<>n < luist, after so !iciisi];^j|lil 
evppiiUTicc biiKi Ilf his pOAeraiid 
Nothing S' nils I luip jirohable, than^t' 
thcbo will. Ill's iiji''lit etideavuur to per-' 
buiidt* thi iiisi'lu's .iiid their, attendants, 

tli.at tliis bii.kii^^e ri'|>ulsev$(«efi'ecledbv 
Millie d moil 111 ciiiihci'iaov'ikith Jej^nii, 
wI,o <iji;«ji>i<l ilu (‘seeiiiKiu of justice up¬ 
on him, and they iiiiplit, |>t'ili.tps, as- 
ciibe It to the '■[iiicial pro' Hlvuit* of God, 
rather thmi to tin indiil ii iii'i ul Jesus, 
that they hadi'' ened notuithcrdamage. 


The most Conupthpartlus lU rLasuniiiss 
to support it, in Its absurdiiat iibtlons and 
most I riminat aetiuna. 

Ixt iltest g\) their u^.] What tenih'i- 
ness was here towards Uio^o who hod so 
lately nogleeh'd him, (sleeping whik- In 
was in such an c'ctreiiic agony ) that yet 
he would uot suffer them to hi* teinfud 
by so iiiiieh as a short nuprisonincnl' and 
t%')tjgid<; also iiiUmate, that he intruded 
to dismiss therm, as probabK 
^i^,it|l^iking V (onkcnientlu appear hi’- 
ImVc Ills judges with smh an atteiidiinee 
His distiples, pei'haps, might consid>‘i 
thw spweii js anoMuse for iheirforsak¬ 
ing him, hut had they iieaed ii lu a lusi 
light, it would rathi'i h.ivi .ipjaaied.i 
Strong engagement upon them to Jjum. 
waited fii that fair di-inissioii which oui 
lord swill''il about 11 em* itu m 



490 Tke^ seize upon Jesus^ and Peter cuts off Makhu^s ear. 

^ « 

sBcr. a condition of-sorrendering myself to you, which 
cwKxiii.you may easily perceive I could refuse if I 

thought fit. And this he said, tkat the saying ? Tha‘ 

tittered before, might farther be illustrated Of' 

and accompltshedi “ 0/ those •whom thcUj my them which thongav. 
“ heavenly Father, hast given mo, 1 have lost^ cst me, have i lost 
and will Jose, none."^ (See John xvii. 12, 
p. 469.) 

Mat then, as he was speaking.this, then that Mar xxvi. 5 o. 

^^wcrc sent to apprehend him and laid their i^'^d"rtheTi^ands*on 
hands upon Jesus, and took hm prisoner, with- je<ms, and took him. 

Ukc out his making any manner of re.sistance. A^twy [Mark xu. 46 ] 
upon this, whea^ his disciples saw that they had 
seii:ed him, and began to apprehend wattra v^re about him saw 
be the consequence of these things, they said to what would follow, 
him,Lord,shall wesmitei^esQ impious wretches 
with the sword? for we doubt not, but as few as with * 

we arc, thou canst render tis victorious over 

Mat. this armed multitude, without staying for Mat. xxvi. 51. 
’i'vi ii his answer, behold, one of them that 

Jesus, [even] Simon Peter,^ having a sword, jc»us, [John, nm 
stretched out his hand, and drew it with a rash s*’*'®" Petar, havm^ 
inconsiderate zeal, and smote a senani of the 
nigh-priest, whose name was Malchus, who was [joim. drew u, andi 
one of jhe forwardost, and seemed peculiarly of- '♦rue*' » servant of 
Bciom ill seizing Christ;" mid te struck full at 3 
his head, iiiteuding to cleave him down, but his right car. The 
the stroke gljyiced a little on one side, so that ^<?r^ ant’s name was 

he only cut his right ear. JIv“!47.'" LukS-^'iul! 

52 Then Jesus, beina determined to surrender 50 johnxMn, 10 | 
himself into the hands of his enemies, and still 52 Thm wid Jl- 
to shew that such a surrender was the effect, 


' I haveio^ 4 ^. j Jansenius justly ob- Observes, he should rather have struck 
serves,, thkt it Was,k remarkable instance Judas; but the traitor, perhaps, 00 giv> 
of the power of C%ist over the spirits of mg the signal, had mingled himself with 
men, that they tjowrobeyed htsword as tee crowd; or Peter might not undcr- 
iiQt to sei^e Peter when be had out.ofl the stand the ^^acherous design of his kiss, 
car of Malcbns, or John, while he stood or seeing Maj^us more eager than the 
by the cross, though they must know rest in his at^k on Christ, lie might 
them to liaie been of tlia nunthcr of hif ' postpone all other resentments to in¬ 
most intimate associates- present sally of his indignation. 

f\eu Pelei ] None ^l^^tfougli iliis might seem a courageous 

evangelists but John, nr ntions thefjaii^'':;i^filon^ it wOs really vny imprudent; 
of Pctci on this ocoasiou; which, And had nb^ Christ by some sccrctin- 
haps, the other> omitted, lest it should finance overawed their spirits, it is very 
expose him to any prosecution; but probable^ ^thepioii'i‘^ir Matthew II,ile 
.loliD, writini; long after his death, Deed- observes,) that nut oiih Pi ter, but the 
ed iiti such precaution. rest of the apo«-llcs, would bate been 

^ Smol€ a servanlttf the high-^nest &C.] rut to pieces. (Hale’s Contemplations, 
One would have Ciought, as Pislinp Hall p i2J4.) 



m 


is ribuked for usitig kis stooi'd. 


sus unto [Peter], Put not of compulsion, but of choice, mid unto Petei\ sect. 

rawrf w/o agam; 

.all they that take the Will not have recourse to thi'., or any otMt iftfc- 
vw>rd, Bhaii perish thod of defence : and indeed, all ihal iak^'the, xjtvf.' 

rJehnatui iT-H shall pemA by the swoid, auil they that 52 
^ am most ready to take up arms are commonly' 
the first that will fall by them; which might be 
intended as an intimation, that the Jews, v^o 
were now drawing the sv«oi‘d against him, should 
ere long perish by it in a very miserable man¬ 
ner, as they quickly after did in the Koman war: 
and that the sword of Divtiie vengeance^ in one 
form or another, would quickly hnd out all its 
53 Thinkest thou implacable enemies. "And-besides, Peter, dosiB'i 
tV mTFntner t/unk that I want the aid of thy feeble arm, 
and^hc^lhali' piusent- that I cfimiot ww entreat my Father^ and 
ivKivememon tiian have sUch interest'#ith him, that he wouldpre- 
tmciw ^ jegioii!, of Juriitsh me With a celestial army for my 
* guard, marshalled in dreadful array, and consist¬ 

ing uf more than twelve legions of angels 9 
5-1 Rut ii.iw then But how t en, if I should thus stand on rny de- 5 t 
Biiaiiihebcripiurosbe ft.|,ce, shall the scriptuves be fdfitled, even the 

■1115106=“ very prophecies which 1 came to accomplish, 

whioli have so expressly foretold, that thus it 
must bef Or how should 1 approve my sub- jojm 
JouN X\ IH —n. mission to him that sent me ’ You only look at xvin 
Till- niji wii. 'h i»y ^sccond caiiscs, and have but an imperfect view*^' 
>iu',*!ih.iii I'uotdmk things; but 1 consider all the sufferings 1 am 
it ’ now to meet as under a Divine direction and ap. 

pointment, and regard tiieinas the cup wfiich my 
Father ha'< given me: and, when considered in 
that \ ii‘\v, shall I not willingly submit to (Irink 
it 9 Hhali I not aetjuievsee in wliat 1 know to be 
his will ? or would it be the part of a dutiful 
and affectionate Son to dispute tive determina¬ 
tions of his paternal wisdom and love.? 

I '2 Then the baud, Then Without any opposition he surrendered 1 
hirhs,clf into the hands ol those that came to ap- 
' picbond him : and all uniting in tlieir enmity 

> against hin],:K^C Roman soldiers, with 

Hfjte than Ixitiic Ltiuins (If ^ngtU J gfuibrjl'i. (Soo note ' on Liik« 

The Komun aiinio', iw lo eoi](l|KMod of lo- wii. 30, VqI. I p. 383.) iluw drcadful- 


giorw, uhu h did iiul alunys cui^$t of the ly irrcsi.tibio would su« h an army of an- 
Sdini- iiijinbfi Ilf men, h'lt are ConipuUd ^els ha»e been, when one of these etje;!- 
at t'ii-» tiiin tu ii.i\e coiitami d ab six -tial spirits was abli; to destru) IRo.IjOO 
I) uuhaiid, .iiidtMcIve legions were more .Assyrians at uilii stroke' .J.Kinjs xi' 
iliaii wci e cuimnuuly ititrHsli-d n ith tbdr 3.5 



hhs submits tif ifis enemies, M ciifes MeibMs's ear. 


stcj/the captain at their head, and the ^Jewish afficei^ and the c«jpvi»«, - 
that cacpe with them, eeized Jhtts^ a >naie- 
LhS® factor, a«rf preaetjtly bound him to prevent his boandhim. 

xxii. SI. escape. i?ut as they were binding him, Lot* xxif. si. ‘ 
answered and said, Suffer pe at least that 1 may ^Id^/uftcT ye 
have my hands at liberty thus far, and .stay but thus far’> And L 
for a ntoment, while 1 add one act of power and touched hig car, and 
compassion to tliose I have already dohe: and *“**®‘* *““■ 
calling Malchus to him, he touched his ear, and 
immediately healed him? 

( 62 ' Then Jesus said in that Same hour to the chief S 2 Then Jmus said 
priests, and to the captains of the temple guard,® chief r^lclts^ 
and to the elders of the people, orto those mem- and capuilw ^orthp 
bers of the sanhedrim who, (as w'as said before, temple, and the el- 
p. 481,) were so forgetful of the dignity of their 

*L 1 i. i- .u I ' ..L come to him [a«B to 

character, as to come fd Azm tbemsel^'es with the the multitudes], Br 
dregs of the populace, dt thi^tuQseasonable time, ye come out as 
and on this infamous occasinp : to these he said, "and^^^itavrs 
[and] to the multitudet\\2X now surrounded him, n*c>] 

For what imaginable reason are you. some mU [Mat x^m. .Ij.— 
agamit me, as against a robber that would make 1 

a desperate resistance, armed in this way with 
swords and staves, as if you came to seize me at 
53 the hazard of your livcs’i^ When I was with 53 whm l was 
very day, as I have been for'some time past, 

E publicly sat teaching in the temple, you temple, yo [Mark, 
pportunities enuugii to have secured me, took mo not, andj 
if there was any crime with which you could sketched forth no 
have charged me; yet then you did not appre- 


'* lie touched hu ear, and healed Ai'w.] froni whenea there were dctaclimcnl!. 
As tills was an act of great compassion, sent at the timu of the feasts, and posU'd 
so likewise it was an iustance of singular in the porticos of the temple, to suppress 
wisdom j for iLwoold eflhctualty prevent any tumultsamong the people, when such 
those rO^ttdos apd censures on Jesus, ‘ great numbers flocked together.—But 
which' ^0 foUbhe^ of Peter’s attack for these captains of the temple spoken 
Blight otherWj^^iive occasioned. of by Lake, there is no doubt but they 

** 7%e the temple.] There iforc Jewish officers, who arc said by John 

was inde^' a Boman guard aOdcoUi* to have attepded with the former; of 
manding officer which atteteled near the whom it is to^e observed, that as the 
templeduringihetimeofthe gre.itfigisls, priests kept wikli'h in three peaces of the 
in order to prevent any sctlH'ion temple, and the Levites in twenty-one, 

.icwa. [see Joseph. .Intiq. Ifb. xv^^l^ tSdBtelr leaders wete called f{Jiiysn 
4i [“I end Bell. Jud ono^taiar e/ the temple, and Josc- 

5 [at § 8.) And this appw^nj^p-^hus morcthan once •peak', of one of the 

be the bond and captain mentioned mre Jewieh'^ests by this title, (Aiitiq lib. 
by.'3Wth, icr. 12, where the word in the sx. cup, F 2, cap 9 [al 8], t 

iir|^al is which plainly 3, and Bell, .lud. Lb. n. cap. 1", 5 2) 

J sm it was a komn ojpeei, and is the (See Dr. Whitby in loc. and Dr. lard- 
Je J;ueu to Lysias, (Acts xxh 3 l,jrscf.) taer’s Citdib. parti. Vol. I. boot i. ch 
'Who was cothmandcr of the garrison kept li. 5 ]J.) 
by the Ronijns in the castle of Aatuuia; 



, 4^ his discipUs forsake hiniijtnd /j/. , 493 




but thill II ]rour hour, mf, [o?’] offer to sti'clch out [yowr] hands sbct- 

darko^s ogauist me. But I know the reasoli belter 

^ 5 "** M*tk you yourselves do: you have hitherto been tot 
49—] under a secret restraint^ which isnotyremoved; jjxil. 

‘' and this is your hour^ in which God has let you 5‘i 

loose against me, and the power of darkness i$ 
now permitted to rage with peculiar violence; 
for It is under tlie instigation of Satan and his 
infernal powers that you dow act, with whatever 
pious names you may aifect to consecrate the 
Mat. XXVI. 56. deed. ^ 7 id]n ail (his\ know, that both you 
^1*0' ore secretly over-ruled by Divine Pro- 
tnresofthc piopiiets vidciice, to acciimplisli events .ijiobt contrary to 
riiiBht be fuliiMeii your own schemes; and itM done^ that what is 
[Maik XIV 49 .] written concerning me in the ticripluves of the 
prophets might be I therefore resign 

myself into your hands, though I have given 
yon abundant evidence that 1 am not destitute 
of the' means of deliverance, if I was inclined 


-- Tlieii all the 
(lisi i|i|i s forsook 
iiiTii, and fled [Maik 

\M '>0 ] 


Mark XlV. 51 
there followed 
tiiiB a certain 3'oung 


to use them, 

'J'hen all the disciples, who but a little while 
before had solemnly protested that they would 
never leave him, when they now saw him bound 
in the hands of Ins enemies, according to his 
repeated predictions, /wmoA' him and Jied 
each of them shifting fur liis own safety as well 
as lie could, and seeking to shelter himself ci¬ 
ther among friends or strangers. 

And a icrtain youth, who was Imlged in a 
house near the garden, and was waked by the 


Mnik 
XIV .M 


V 'fhal the scnplitres iff the prophehmi^ht what suleipD promises they had made of 
bvJii{lilk <1 \ Tiijs was a cunsidcratiun, a courageous adherence to Chrivt; but 
which, if duly applied, might hare pre- also what an agony they bad just seen 
vented his disciples from bong offeuded him in, what zeal he bail a few oiuincnts 
at his sutiuriiigs and it strongly inti- before slieiyiid iu their ^ofence, and vtliai 
iiuies, that he still krpt irp the cUiin amazing power he had.eaerled to terrify 
wliicli he hadtoniipriyniadeiit being the hin ctiemk-s i»Cu a compHaacc with th.ii 
Messiah; aud that what he wax now to pai^ of hb demand which n;ia(etl to (hi- 
go through, was so far ;^iti beiug at ail safety of his friends He had al-o at ll n 
inconsistent with that claim, that, on the same tune intimaied his purpu-e of vo - 
whole, It was absolutely iiucssary, in or- ^iojg them a speedy and kind disinissimi, 
derto make it out to full satisfactktn. , it was very indecent thus to run 

1 All the diiciples forsook fain aud _^!ad^]i'^'|il^>ithout it, especial! v as Chll^t's pio- 
Ferhaps they mo afraid that the .^ecy of their eoiitiiuicd tls(:fulnel■^ 111 

of Peter should bu imputed to them alt, hh church, was equivalent to a promise 
and might bring then lives uto danger of their preservation, whatever daiigfi 
But whatever they apprehended, their they might now meet with, lint 0111 
precipitate flight III these circumstances, Uord probably permitted it,thatweinight 
was the basest conurdiecand ingratitude, learn not to depend Omi codlidcntly even 
considering, not ouly bow lately they on the frieudship of the teiy best of men 
had been warned of their danger, and 



494 Mejiections on ChTisCi being betrayed and Mjgpfehended. 

sECT.v uoise of this tumult, having an affection for Je- l»*mg a lintn 

of bed with nothing'but a linen cloth in which young mm laid hold 
'’Xiv.> Ai li® l®y» thromuabout his naked body; and \\e/oU on him. 
loiOedhm a little way after the rest of his dis- 
ciples'Wfwe gone, transported into 'a forgetful- 
‘' ness of bis own dress, by his concern ff>r Jesus: 

.and: the young men that made a part of the 
guard, suspecting he 'was one that belonged to 
52 Jesus,/aid AWd on him. Dut /fc, Ifmdng the yj And he left thp^ 
'■ i *4fe( »hich wa. wrapped about him in' their |;;™ 

bauds, ,/ffffa away from them naked, in the utmost 
consternation. .. After which Jesus was led to 
the palace of tlie high-priest, and condemned ‘ 
tberoj'inthe manner which will presently he 
related. 


IMPBOVEMENT. 

The heroic behaviour of the blessed Jesm, in the whole pc 
nod of his sufferings, will easily make itself observed by every 
John attentive eye, though the sacred historians, according to thtMi- 
UMial, but wonderful simplicity, make no encomiums upon ir. 
k'tvL 30 With what coinpobure does he go forth to meet the traitor! «iih 
what calmness does he receive that malignant kiss I With what 
dignity does he deliver himself into the hands of liis enemies, 
52, 53 yet plainly shewing his superiority over them, and leading as it 
were even then captivity captive I 

John W'e see jiim generously capiliiljling for the safety nf his friends, 

xvjii a wljjle lie neglected his own; and after w aids, not only, 

^ ^ all the defence they attempted to make, but curing that uouiid 
which one of his enemies had received in this assault on him. 
AViih what meek majesty did he say, Suffer ye at least thus far ' 
l And he touched his Car, and healed him. Wo hear his words, wc 
x\ii. 31 behold.<iu^){ciotioiis withaatomshment: hut surely onr indignation 
must rise within us,, when we see so amiable and excellont'a Per- 
47, 48.son tbhs and abused; when we* see the Son of man betray- 

c.l with.aMsdi betrayed \>\ his intimate friend, who \\aA eaten of 
Jits bread, arid yet Ifted up his heel against him; (John xiii. IS.) 
^‘and sft the same tiitic forsaken hy dll his distiptts, even by him 
whom he mpst tende^y who had so oiien leant on his 

bosi'in. Let us not wondei^^^<>!^'of our friends prose iaise; 
and others seem to forget u:^^h*^irf’We )iaye the greatest need of 
jheir a^'^aiice, ^y.hen we deserve so much h?ss//'ie?irA/iip than 
let us not think it strange, if we find but little more, 
NofsJ^n we reasonably be ^o ranch amazed, as we might otlier- 
.Toiin wii^Tiayi^be- n, to sec wiiiiersruoing oir under the most awful 
3,. 111 . or Providi'nce; when we consider that these wretche.s, 

0, struck down to the ground by onca'urr/ ot Chrisdt 



Christ is led army to Annas, 49i5 

mouth, should immediately rise up and stretch forth their im- sF.rr. 
■jiious hands against him, to seize end bind him; though they*^'-*''*"^- 
might well have known that they lived only by his indulgence''*’''^ 
• and forbearance, and that the same u'ord that struck them down 
iO the ground could have laid them dead there. Touch our 
hearts^ O Lord, by thy gracCf or it will be in vam that we are 
smitten with thy rod ! 

|n all the remainder of this stoi^, let us remember that Jesus 
voluntarily gave himself up to sufferings, which he circumstan¬ 
tially toi'i-knew; even though he could have commanded to bis 
assistance whole legions ff angels. His Father's •will w'as an 
answer to all that nature could plead in its own cause; and the 
good hand Irom which this cup ot his severest sufferings came, xuh. n 
reconciled him to all the bitterest ingredients it comained. How 
reasonable then is it, that we, who, having had fathers of our 
flesh thot corrected us, subniiiled to the rod, and gave them re¬ 
verence, .s lould much rather, alter the example of our innocent 
and holy lledecmer, be in subjection to the Father of om spirits, 
and live! (Heh- xn. y.) 


SECT. CLXXXIV. 


ferns is conducted to the palace of Caiaphas: Peter follows him 
thither, and denies hm thrice. Mat. XXVI. 5”, 58. 69, to 
the end. Mark XIV. 53, 54, 66, to (he end. Luke XXIf. 
62. John XVIII. 13—18, 24—27. 


,.ms XVIII I T. JOHN XVIII. 13. 

tiuy led him 'J'FIK officers ff?id people having thus appre- sect. 
away to aiin.-is bended JC'US, in the manner described 
fhc^.i«.u«“'‘to Cat bove, Mej/ l.d him away from the garden <'f 
phas, whicii was tim Gethseoiane to those who had employed them, 
high pnost that same and brought him/?i’f< /othc house ot Annas; Jor 13 
he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, "who was high- 
priest that year*, or bore the offic^aliihat time: 


* Ijnl hvn awayjirst lo An/ios, ffcc.] It 
appears from Josephus (Anttq. hb. xuii. 
<-ap. 2. fal.% 2. p. 87J. llavrrcamp ) 
that Annas, fthuiii he calls Anaiiiis, bad 
been higiwprifst before* his son-in-law^ 
Caiaphas; and it 'iceins to have herd by ' 
bis interest, that tirst iMeaEar bis own 
•on, and then Caiaplia.s, who married his 
daiifhter, and probably had been his de¬ 
puty, obtained that dignity so thfct 
though he bad resii^ncd that office him- 
‘.('If, yet the people paid so ifturh regard 
to Ins experience, that they brought Je- 
".s fir I t'* him; who, no doubt, took all 


necessary care to picpare Oai-sphas for 
recening him, as be could not hut know 
that this was a most critical jmuturc. 
Vyado not read of am liiiug icinaikable 
wbij^.passed at the house of Ami.is, for 
.wh^Ch reason his being earn'd thither is 
omitted by the ottier esangelUts. Cyril 
adds itnl ar.ictt'kMV allies Sthfitm 
Kaia^^t rss and they sent ftm 

iaiintl to ('tiiaptuu tie Mgh pite»t, which 
addition Bia'.miis, Meza, and many oihi rs 
have thought itncccssiry to-aJinit, both 
to account fur the word ■aifuiit,/, Jint, in 
the preceding dause, and to reconcile 



. Thence he is sent p Caiaphas, whither follows him 


SECT. 

CLXXXjtV, 

y>y^ 

''■John 

XVJJI. 

24 

It 


Mat. 

sx\i 57, 


John 
x;iii. 15. 


jind Annas sent him bound lo Caiaphas the high- 
priest, ai judgiRH it most proper^ that the rest of 
the council should upon this occasion be con¬ 
vened at hi6 palace. N^ow this Caiaphas was 
he whom we,mentioned above, (John xi. 49— 
51, sect 141,) who gave it as his advice to the 
Jews, that it was fit, that one man,' though in- 
n4rent, should die for tlie preservati<lh of the 
people: in which words he uttered a kind of 
oracle, wliich (as we there observed) contained 
a far nQi)lcr and sublimer sense than he himself 
intended or under^tood. 

And they who had apprehended Jesus, took and 
led him au'ay from Annas like a criminal in 
bonds, and according to the directions which 
Annas had given them, brought him to the pa¬ 
lace of Caiaphas the high-priest, where, though 
it was now the dead time oi; the night, all the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and the eldirs, oi 
the chief persons of the sanbediim, with their 
proper officers, met together on a summons 
from Caiaphas, and were assembled leith him, 
waiting for J’esus to be brought before them. 

And though Himon Peter had at first forsaken 
Christ, and shifted for himself,,, as the rest of 
his companions did, yet afterward be and 
//lerrfmV/t/e, even the evangelist John, bethought 
themselves, and determined to return; and ac¬ 
cordingly ihcs follmoed Jesus afar oj'^, desiring 
to see what would become of him : and as that 
other disciple was known to the high-priest,'- he 
was admitted without any objection or impedi- 
incm, rt/id went into the palace of the high-priest, 
withJlesus, and the guard ^hat attended him. 
But^iPetei', who had no interest or^acquaintance 
theie, j(/ti^'.waiting without at the door: that 


M (Nuw Anniifi— 
sent t)iin bound unto 
Caiaphas the higli- 
priest.) ' 

14 Now Caiapha; 
was be which jrAV’c 
counsel to the Jews, 
thut it was cxpcdiml 
that one man should 
die for the people. 


Mst. XXVt. .‘.7. 
And they, that lind 
laid hold on .Icsns 
[Luke, took Iiim 
and] led Aim away, 
[Luke, and brought 
him into the house 
of] Caiaphas the 
-prir.st, wheie 
[all the chief priests, 
and] the sciibcs, atid 
the elders were as¬ 
sembled [with him I 
[Maik \)\. 53 l.iik' 
XNII 5i—] 

Join XVIII I i 
And Simon .^I’cter 
followed Jesiua [alar 
otr, I and id dul .111- 
olber disciple. Tint 
disciple was keown 
unto the high pi lest, 
and went in with Je¬ 
sus into the ]ialac<' 

? f the high-piiesl. 
Mat xxii — 
Mai k XIV. ,54.—Luke 
sxii —.51 ] 

It) But Peter stood 
at the door without 
Tueii went out that 


Jiihu wilhTbe't^cr erangolists, who all or else they could not hare followed him 
agree, that the scene of Peter’s fall was at some distance, and yet be su near a* 
the paltcc of Caiaphas, not of Anitas, to be ready fb go into Caiaplias's bouse 
Vet, ns almost the same words ,witl| him. 

ter. 21, It ll^sufticioiit to transpl^’il^^. < 'that tbtapk v/ts Aura^/i fo the high- 
ieisi‘,aud introvUice ithere; whi^lvM:^ Ji'OisL] W'a canriutiinagmo tbcaccjjtiain- 
f mated in'4Ue margin of some <jf ol#Ii*''‘'' tauoe was very intimate, considering the 
(lies.—Fuftlio phrase of being high-prlest great'divmity of their rank and station 
tA.it year, see note ^ oti Jolin xi. 49. ih life; but a thousand occiirrcncis on- 
&5 1, casioii some knowledge ol each othei, br- 

h t'o'lo’yxcd Jemt afar of] It appears tween persons whose condition' aie as 
fi om hciice^ that Peter and John recovr f- uiicipial. 
fd themseTfeS r^uu'kly after thoir flielit 



Peter is eh&ltenged by a inaidt as hebltging to Jesus. 49 ^ 

othor disr.p!c«hich other disctplc therefore.^ who was knouii to the sixt. 

ija'i known unto ihc fijah-pnest, went out of the inner-room, 
nigh pnevt, and Pr, , - i . ■ ' i • ^ 

spake unto her that wliich .lestis ivsis then camed in order to hi"* C 3 t- 

■kept the »h>or, and amliiation, and spake to her that kept ihedoorto\Kiii. 
brought in PHei. j,.. consent brought in Peter. J*' 

i ijhF XXII. y>. had kindled a fire in the midst 

kiuclled nViTin the* l.-irge hall, and were set down togetherPeter^ 
inid*jtot theiiair,aiid hoping to pass undiscovered by mingling with 
Btn* sf>5 douii toge- the rest of the company, sat down ttinong them 

Imolij iiuur ftt'i-ij the senants, that he might be at hanii to 
the •iC'u.mrs to see see the end of this affair, and warmed hinuclj at 
iiu cinUlMaik,.iniiwhile they were examining Jesus 

OMue.j [Mat^^x'cxT ciroumstaiices which we shall afterwards 
.'iH. .M.irk x 4 s —34 j mention.'' 

Mark XIV Co. during the time tliat this important cvcnt Mark 

^n't a*. I'.tci [sat was depending, as Peter was sifting among the'’"'* 
withoutj Ijt-ncjih in wit/iout the ro(»in where .lesns was exa- ' 

l oniMh [unto him] nmicd, aiul thought to have coutinuixi nnsiispect- 
oiit* of H)i! inatds ed in ijte hall hehmi, there tame to him one of the 
111 ti*(* high-prie*)t maid-servanL'i belonging to the f'amilv oi the 
iii.ii k. pt the door ] h/gfi-pricit, wliowas indceil///e snme daviwl tfiaf 
IMIt \*n iiu — (as we just now said) had kept the door: Andiil 
1 ' ■ ' seeing Prti ras he satunrining himself by thehre, 

*. ivi I’otPi [ r,i ke, .IS I’™ her eyes earnestlij upon him, and ohs'erv- 
hi sat bv iiic urtj iiig 111 his co|intenanee the appearance of great, 
flarininghoiisuif, she (joncerii, she Said to some that stood near her, 1 

111* iiji upon hVmj ^diiiioi but think that fhi'i man is a follower of 
.1 d ' >.nii, [i.iiivi*! Jihsii's, aiida'</s also one that used to be witfi/nw.' 

'Fills m.i.i na, aivj (jpoii this presiiiiiptioii she cliiii'^ed liirii di- 
rtnmJ 7 h\u'alii'* ‘'‘‘‘‘''.V and said, 'I'ell ti, trnlv, Art not 

oi till*, riua’s divi- thou tfivsclf alw \one] of tJit.s nuui's disciples'^'' 


•I /•'/ i‘<r ,11'! htei'clf til ffir lire, while 
liiov tt"! I :.i'niiini.; .iisus, A’r J It is 
ii'i.iaik.ihh, tli.iL .dl ti>r 11 .iii^clis'ts re 
lord the l.i'l '1 Pi'i'i, atul iioiit* with 
till ini', .iio’e. (it .i‘;p'r.i‘. ition 

in Mill'., uii'i'i* .o. |ii i |.. I lid to have 
I III I'Mi'Aidin iiiniii'if, anti III- 

*'‘I’ll nriih 1 Iroin ' i-i pie.iCMin" (see 
iid'l*'' oil M.iik Ml )l,p )—I liuurh 
t im-i'' fs.ioiiii )tii)ii hippnvd diirin.; 
itiis ill orial («lii h oCi'H lolls Matthew, 
M.i k, .Did to’mi lo Mterrupt ifii- sloij to 
KC'iini lliii'i, 1 1 ii.ii'r elu)!)''ii^ Luk'^has. 
d i.ic, lO t.ak!* till whoK* of it tn*p thcr, as 
b"st 'i'ein)r Iht di'^jgii of this work, 

' 7/1*4 pt'xv 111 ii\i) I ah Anil.I tlrr 
*1*., and pt'ilnps wn 111,13* add, hci offiee, 
I'll! iKit prriiiit Us 10 .Mippo-ie that she 
i 1*1*11 in ilio L.iiJ‘11 **>111 the inulti- 
\n:, II 


tnde that aiiprt*hi*nled .lesus she (liere- 
fore must gucs* hv’ I’flci’scountenance, 
that he was one iif h s friends, imlcss 
imssitdv she had '(*(*11 them ta,gptht*i in 
tlip tempip or elscwlic rp. ■ 

^ .tit lut till'// ci'io iiri' of thi\ tatn'i rh.- 
ii^iei's] O 11 C vu’ild nnsgino 1io>ii ihi* 
Wold piA'i), wIiLii it I- lead 1:1 the eoii- 
neotiiiii John has p'a4.r-d it in, that 111 this 
qiie»tiun she retirii J to .lolni, as if she 
ba*l •pt'l, Alt not ilion one, .is II as thy 
Cniupaninu ^ tnd, it this npio ailiniited, 
it would h<* a plain intiinatiau, thaljuhii 
acknu\vled,ttd hiiiiacif adisi'ipleotChiist 
But It must he owned, that the otliPi 
ri , 111 "'lists used the ssine ivoid [also,\ 
thfliijih they say no'hing of John’.s bun;! 
well I'pter. 

'> )i 



498 ' Telcr diwcb his knoiving him; and the cock croxcs. 


^KCT. 

OXXXIV 


lukc 

XXII. 


Mark 

.IV. 68 

.T.ihn 
flu. 13 


There is a great deal of room to think it; yea, I 
am fully^satisfied that thou wast also with him, 
''even with this Jesus the Nazarene of Galilee, 
who is now on his trial. Jnd Peter w.as so 
surprized at this unexpected discovery, that he 
roundly and confidently before them 

all,^ and said, Woman, I profess that I am nut 
hi-s disciple; iku', that / do not so much as know 
hintj nor do 1 understand rchat thou meanest 
in f barging me with bcung one of Ins assoeiates ; 
for 1 am sure ilnni mighlest as well have llxi'd 
on any other pei-son in the company ^tnd up¬ 
on this, turning avvay as one who was affiontiMl 
at the charge, he went out into the portico, 
and while lie was there the cock creic.^ 

And the servants ami officers who had brought 
Jesus thither, and were now w£t,uing for the issue 
of liis trial, still stood there in the hall, having 
(a.s was before observi’tl) wade a large ffre of 
tools: for they had been abroad in the night, 
and If was cold,^ and fluy were warminy tliem- 
'(li'cs at the fire. And Simon Peter, ha\ iiig si aid 
a while ill the portico, where lie not only irnist 
have been incoimnoded by the sharpness of the 
air, blit was, no doubt, in a restlfess comniotioii 
of mind on account of what had passed, cuine in 


pies'] And ihou also 
wast with .Jesus of 
Nazareth [of Gali¬ 
lee.] [Mat xxsi. G9. 
Luke vvii. 56. Jolm 
XV 111. 17 —J 

l.i M XXII 57 
tnd lie denied him 
[befoiu them all|, 
sayiiijj, Woman, 
[John, 1 aiij not,] 
I know him not, 
[IMaik, nii'hci itn- 
dei'.t.Mid I '.1 hat thou 
saycst.] Mat. xxm 
70. Maik .\iv. fiS 
.John xiui.—17 J 

Mark XIV—(IS. 
And he ven', out in¬ 
to the porch, umi ihi- 
cork Clew. 

Joiw .\'\ III ~18 
And the .'uul 

oiBeer^ st'.oii Iheie, 
vho l>.''i iii.idi .1 hit 
<il 1 O.ils 

Coldl, .iriii Uiev 
n.iiinid tilliM'.f Ites, 
and [^iiiumj I'eU'i 
d mill tluni, uiiii 
Vaimed hiiunt li 
[John will. 2 j.— 


ff //i' (Itnu'fl h’ln Iffoe thfyn all ] Hon- 
must tlie-e people be siiipri'C<J when they 
fi«, [as, no doubt, some of them did,] 
this timorousdiseipU-within the compa.ss 
of a few weeks uheu he v as hi ought with 
John hr lore the eoim(;il,''riot only inain- 
taimng the eqiee and lionoiir of .legiis,, 
but boldly ehvging the rniiuler of this 
Prince of lilc on the chie.t men of tlien.i- 
tion, and solenmly warning them of tbcir 
guilt and dangle in consequence of it, 
Acts n. 5— 1'2. Foilijjjs, when it is s.iid 
ihcit, {\er. 13.) that itny lnok hhivclnlp^e 
■"/' I'tle< L'ul John that th'y had bri’n with. 
Jci'ut, the meaning imy be, th.it some of 
them or then attendants, leniernbcied 
Petei and John as the two persons wbo 
had tollowed Jesus thus iar, wheft the 
rest ha I forsaktm him. Compare JrJhit 
\viii lOflG 

*• Info nut know A/a.] Jesus was so 
piiblio a person, and so well known to 
thousands, not at all in his inteiest, that 
this additional falsehood was must uu- 
neccssary; and, as it frecpiently hap¬ 
pens, when people allow themselves to 


fransgiCss tl'C hniiiid-. of fiiiUi, li 
more like to cni.ingle and divcov.u lu'ji 
than to clc.it liim 

' I'e writ/ au/ into /h,‘ /Mirtiia \ I .ii>pii- 
liend tliatihc woid a'o'j/io. iiioste\a< f- 
ly answers to the I ami wmd irni'>ii inn, 
by which in.aiiv luicipnteis unihi il 
And, cunsideiinn lilt- inagiiiti)' u"j "1 Mic 
Jewish building., at tins Iniic, it i. h.i- 
sonable to eoneinde that ihi- vliuh be¬ 
longed to the high piic t's pal'll I, wa, 
Sonic stiitdy pi.i//n ui , ai.d 

Uiaiefore It hose ralliot to n iiui.i .t /. >/(.- 
' 0 , than lioidi, .1 woid eipiall' jpjilKahli 
to the meanest biiildmt;s of that kind. 

The cvik stiaiige thi. 

eircuffislance did not remind him oi out 
Lord’s prediction and Lriie: him lO s/.iiic 
sense of his sin. perliaps it did, .md lie 
might iiHurn pei .0 idiil, ilut hi should 
be move eoui.igeous if [m niet wiih a 

md aLUck 

1 lor li mil coh! ] It is well known, 
that the coldness of (he nights is prin 
rally more sciiMbU lu those liutic i ci nii 
tiies tlnn among ui 



lie is again taxed with it, and denies him zuilh an oath.- 499 


again, and, having mingled with the servants, sect, - 
stood at the fire-side to ^arm himself amongst 
Mil XXVI. 1. them. And 'when he had tlui§ been gone out 
.gm?e uHo 21 portico, and was returned into the hall, xxvi" 
iiorfh after a after a liUle ti'kile another maid saw him again, ti. - 
Jittif tthiit'i anotiiei and Said to them that were there (as her fellow- 
fniauij s.av him [a- jj^-rvani had done just before), W'hatevcr he pre- 
theintiiiituncthere, tends, I verily believe/«/.? man was also'with 
Tins was also Jesus of Xosiareth: and presently she began to 
with Jcius of Na^a- openly to them that stood by. Surely this is 
toiay to thftn that [onc] 0/ them that have endeavoured to bring 
<-rood by, 'I'his is one all the nation into confusion, and while he> would 
09'l nki 1 ^ friend is crept in hither us a spy. , 

Joiis^ ^x\ ill.— Thej^ therefore, taking notice of what both these John 
I—I'hi'y-aid thcic- women had sfioken, began to tax him with 
foie iimo him, Aie lam. What have we a rebel so near 

Ills disnpte'J tis r Let us know plainly wlio thou art • art not 
thou also, who pretendest to enter these dovirs 
as a frieiiil, [one] of his disciples who has been 
Li at XXII.— doing so much mischief? .And, as ho seemed T.uke / 
-- And another jp gr^jat coiifusioii, another mall that stood by,''*’- 58 . 

'Viioii*''jii' also^'of him [lerplexed, and theiet'ore chargetl it 
iiK'iu home U|)oii him, and said, It is certainly so ; 

thou art also [one] of them, and deservesl to snf- 
yur. xwt^ 7 ? fer with thy Master. And Peter, as he could 
niraiii "(Mu’d^ ^ I""* hciim' luxi il so closcly with it, that’'’"’'’' 

null .so oati fniiM, he might take on all suspicion of his belonging 
.111(1 !s.iid.] fi.uht, iijno jL'ius, dc-i/iid [A/wiJ ill the siroiigc.st 
mnt.’cveii iL'Uh all Oath,and said, Man, 

[ M.i.k M\ 7(1 - wliy dost thou talk thus; I solemnly a.ssurc thee, 
f 1 tr wii — vs. and call (rod to witness to it, that I am not one 
of them , ami that indeed I do not so much as 
hiow the man, but came in hither out of mere 
curiosjtv, to learn the occasion of this puhjlc 
alarm, without tlie least interest in him, or any 
concern at all on his account, w'hatcver may be¬ 
come of him 

11 Ki- \Mi 0. And iih he still eontinned there, imagining rnkr 
id -i "‘"i'J ti,at lie should now he sale fiom aiiv fnrtliei'''' 

0 lioiM jfwr, an- challenge, after a while, ahoal the space oj one 
hour aj/er he had thusdemetl him, another wan 
in the company ajjirmed that the for- 


Uitiian oath | T)r ('larke conjfc- 
f IIP"'', lliat Pi-t( r w.i'' si'i'i rrd tof.sll f'liliT 
lli.iii diiv ot lh(' Pist ol ilic iipii'iilcs, (c'x- 
.•( |)t kd.ij. thr tMil('i), .Old to initki; 

'li'.K |( lll.llk lid UK t ikc'. Cl If’'’"'idui't, 


that no iifiighl thus bo caiitioiiod agaiiisr 
tint exti.u igiiiit rcgaid, wliioU would 
!ifU'in'.ipi> he demanded to Imu and Ins 
proiended suooosiV'ts Claiki’-. ^otori* 
u'tn SirtioiH, No. p. iOo. 
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CLXXXIV. 
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Murk 
Jtiv. 70 . 


fohn 

f;. 3 fviii. '26 


mcr charj^e was justj sowing ^ Of a tmth this mart other confidently af- 
t£V7.r also with Aim. and is a follower of rliis Jesus; “ 

for It IS plain he also is a iraLilt'anj and every was with him; for he 
one knows that most of his disciples are of that » a Galilean [Mat. 
country. And^ upon this they .that stood by ^-—Matkxiv. 

came to him, and said to Peter again, Surely Maiik XIV.— 70 . 
as this man asserts; and, notwithstamling tliy Ai)(I they tL.it stood 
denying it, there is no room to doubt t>ut thou hy [came unto him, 
art also [om^J of them, for thou ar/ceitaitily 
ft Galilean . and I know it, said one that was [a)so]art (INI'of them; 
there, by thy speech: for such I have observed ‘houart a Oah- 
to be thy dialect and accent, as agrees [to that] l^eth //Ir'rfMaS 
country, [and] plainly discovers thee to be ot be«ravcth thee j 
Galilee, as most of this man’s seditious followcrsl —73.] ^ 

arc. 2 \nd one of the doiuestic seryanis of the iho'^nanis 
high-prkst, being a relation of his whose ear of the; iii!-h-piic»t 



Mark 
■iixvi. 7i- 


not 1 myself see thee in the garden uith him i with'Mm’ 

Then Peter, being terrified to the last degree 

to think or the danger to which he should be demed and] 

exposed if he was di.scovered to be the person beg.iii to imse and 

that mailo the attack on the servant of the high- J? 

priest, which might in such a circumstance ex- nut wiut thou say- 

pose him even to capital punishment, dented it em,] i know not 

again more violently than ever: owrf, that he 

might not any more be called in que.stioi), he „nmL<Udteiy [Luke, 

began to cui'se and to swear, and solemnly to while uc tti^pakij 

imprecate the judgment of God upon himself 

if It were so; [saying] as he had done berore, !_ 

I tell thee, man, 1 know not what thou meanest x-di go Joim xmu 

b\' such a false and groundkiss accusation ; J do i 

not so much as know this man of whom you speak, 

and was so iar from being in the garden with 

him, that lain, absolutely a perfect stranger to 

him. And he had no sooner thus denied him 

in this shocking manner, but immediately •while 

he yet spake, tlie words of Jesus were fulhllcd, 

and, according to the warning he had given 

him, the cock crew the second thte.'* 


" TAf cock cretp.] To reconcile this 
with wiiat the .Tews pretend, that all 
the cocks wed to be rcinoveil out of Je¬ 
rusalem at the time of the passover, 
some would render i r^umiriir, 7%e 

wtlchmen proclaimed the hour of the pight ■ 


but this is so unnatural an inteiprclatioii, 
that, rather than ndmi' it, uiu: Kuuld (juet- 
tion the truth of thai Jewiiili tiadiliuii; 
or cuncliide, tbat il the eiistoiu it a'^'.ort^ 
did prevail in Chii-t’s lime, suinccurk 
was accidentally left heliiiid, or leluiiu'd 



The cock cmvs again; and Jesus looking on hiniy he repents. 5 ^ 1 ' 

Jesus having been examined by the srer,, 

and io4cd u^rpl’® '’‘^tired room, was now 

ter: and Peter re- brought back into the hall, while they were con- 
membered the uoid suiting what they should do with him, so that yxif 

iloXSsaM! hearing when Peter thus nn-ei 

to iiiiii, Before the gratefully dciiicd him ; and hearing such shock- 
cock crow [Mark, mg language from a voice so familiar to hnn, 

dreadful words proceeded out of 
XXVI—’75, Mark *iv" his mouth, the Lord turned about, aiid looked 
"-—J upon Peter with a mixture of earnestness and 

tenderness jn Ins countenance,' which, through 
the secret CMiergy of the Spirit that went along 
with it, pierced him to the very heart: and then 
Peter recollected the word of the Lord Jesus, how 
he hud said to hbn but tJiat very evening, Be- 
jore the cock crow twice, thou slialt deni; vie thrice. 

(See Mark xiv. 30. p. 477 ) /Ind Peter could eg 

0 ""pif«, nor stand in tiie sight 

ho tiioiight thereon, his injureil Master, but immediately went out^ 
ht'i wppi bitterly, quite Overwhelmed with grief and shame, and 
Melt covering \his head] with his mantle,'* lie sen- 


Mark \iv. 


] 

♦ 


ously reviewed that heinous crime, m tvhicli he 
had discovered so much weakness and ingrati¬ 
tude ; and wdien he attentively thought there¬ 
on, and entered into all its aggravating circum¬ 
stances, he wept bitterly, and most earnestly in- 
treated the Divine pardon for so great and iii- 
excusabic a sin. 


iiTiobscrv I’d to this place. 'ITie liuiry of 
snrh .1 iiii^ht .is this, might lu\r ucc.i- 
Muiicd nriuvh gic.itcr negifcts than tins 

illJvpOjfS 

0 tn<i Teter vtenl null It is ohsm- 
ablc, that Liiko iiitwo or three lines here 
I'lills him //inr Uitiei by the name of Pe¬ 
ter, that menlorablc nami’ which ('hrist 
had f^iven him v/ith a particular view to 
that fortitude and resolution with which 
he was to defend the gospel- peihaps 
tliercby intending to intimate, how low 
this courageous h"ru w.is now fallen, and 
yet to whcit a height of holy magnant- 
inity h" Was afterwinds raised, .ind there¬ 
by enabled to >.l<tii'l .is a ruck in thatsa- 
end.dime and so fiillv to answer the 
name with which his Master had honour¬ 
ed him, 

1’ And cpverin" In* head with his man- 
• lo ] I'aphtflius, and some learned cri¬ 


tics, would render i7ri?«xwv, throwing Itim- 
self Old of the compani/ in a passionate 
manner, which it is reiy pfuhabie he dnlt 
but others, and particulaily F.lsnei, ((.lb- 
serv. Vul. I. p. 16J, 166), and Limhcit 
Bos, (Kxercit. p ‘21, 2'2), with much bet¬ 
ter authority, would trinsJateit, couvring 
Au head, which was a token of mourning, 
and shame well becoming Peter on this 
occasion. (Compare 2 Sam. xv. 6o, 
Isslh. VI. 12, and Jer xiv, 3. 4,)—.As foy 
our version, [aAcn he lhou«ht lAcnwij, I 
can find no])as<>age in aiiti(|uity n which 
the word has such dsignitii..iticii; though 
to be suie that phrase expresses what 
vkaS truly the case I have therefore in¬ 
serted it in the paraphrast, »s 1 would 
take every opportunity of paying all the 
respect to so v aluiblc a translation as 
onrs IS in the inaic. 
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Reflections on Peter's denial of Christ. 


IMPROVEMEN’I, 


SECT. How loudly does this alFectiiig story speak to us in the w’oids 
the apostle^ Lei him that ihinkefh hestanddh, take heed lest 
Wat. he Jail, (1 Cor, x. 12.) Peter professed the warmest zeal; and 
' gave his Lord repeated, and, no doubt, very sincere assurances 

j69--<4. jjjg firmest resolution in his cause; and yet except Judas the 
traitor, none of his brethren fell so low as he. But a lew hour.'i 
before he had bc(;n with Christ at the .sacred table, and had heard 
from Ills own lips those gracious discourses, which, as echoed 
hack (roin hi.s word, do still strike so strongly on the heart of 
every true believer.. He had just seen those words icinarkabb, 
and even miraculously) verified, that Jesus having lured his oi.'ii 
that were in the n prld, laved them, to the end. (John xiii 1.) 
How reasonably then might it have been expected, llial fus own 
should also have continued their most zealous and eoiistatii af¬ 


fection to him! Bur J eter, who, if possible, was more than 
doubly his as a disi iple, as an apostle, as a distinguished iiiti ■ 
mate, most shamefully dentes him ; and that not only onte, but 
Mark a sccond, yea, and a third time, even with oafh.s and curses, as if 
' xwv. i,g would by that diabolical language give a sensibly proof tli.il 
he did not belong to Christ: and who indeed that had heard ii, 
Joiiij would have imagined that he did? Nay, to aggravate it yet far- 
x'fi. thcr, It was done in the presence of the other disciple, and even 
Viike Christ himself, who surely was much more painfully wounded 
xxii. oi.by this perfidiousness of Peter, than by all the lagc and fmy of 
his enemies. Lord, ivhut is nmn f What is oui birasted strength 
but weakne.s^l and, if wc are left unto ourselves, how do our 
most solemn resolutions melt like snow before the sun ! Be thou 


surety Jor thy servaiilsfor good! (Psal. cxix. 122.) 
il>id. Ine Ij)rd turned and looked upon Peter. So may he g.-aeious- 
Jy look upon its, it we at any time majie any ajiproach towaicU 
the like sin I May he look upon vs with a glance which hhall 
penetrate pur hearts, and cause floods of pcnitenfal sorrow to 
flow forth ! Peter went out and Kept bitterly. He (juitted that 
dangerous scene where leinptaiion bad met and viuujiiished him; 
and chose retirement and solitude to give vent to his ovcrllow- 
ing soul. 'J'hus may wo recover oursclve.s; or rather thus may 
we be recovered by Divme gra<’C, from those slips and falls, 
which in this fv"il stale wc shall often he making ' l.el us retiic 
from the business and snares of life ; that we may attend to the 
voice of conscience, and ('f God sp<*akmg by it; and may so 
taste ihe iconnnood and the gall, that our souls may long have 
ihcm in remembiauce. 'I'o comdudc’ let ns express the siiicc- 
ritv of godly .sorrow, by a more eantious and ii'.sohite gnarl 
.igtdpst the oet.isioiis of sin, if we uoui^l not Ije hmnd to triii<‘ 



Jesm is examined at the higk-priesfs hall. 

uith God when wc pi'fiy that he would not lead us into (iiiipfu- 
•fion, but would deliver mfrom evil. 


SECT. CLXXXV. 


Jcmis li examined at the higit-priesi's hall, and (/fltrttttrdt ictt- 
tkmned hy the sanhedrim on confessing himself to be the Mes- 
sink. Maf. XXVI, 5'J —68. Mark XIV. 55 65. Luke 

XXII. (t'3, to the^end, John XVIII. 19-r>23, 28 — 

XVIll 10 SJXf. 

'Tnir iiiH^vinifst WE now return to the examinatioiy of Jesus ^lxxx\. 
^ ‘ ■ abki 'i Ji‘ ^ before the council, the thread ol the story 
Ill' ilisoipl. and l>.‘cn a little interrupted on the sad occa- .lohn 

■' Sinn of Peter's fell. Tk kigh.prmt tkertfire in. 

asked Jesus, as he stood before him, concerninti 
his disciples, and concerning his doctrine: what 
it was that he taught, and with what view he 
had gathered so many followers. 

Ji) ir.'.ii '.1 Jesus answered him, and said. What J havr-'-O 

■nil. t t.pak'oiKiiiv taught has been delivered in the most public 
‘ manner, and I have spoke it openly and freely to 
ffy^inc, <iiui t/ie h'orld , I have always, as I had jiroper op- 
T.mple uhiUipr iiie .jortuiiitv, (alight hi the sijnagopue, and in the 
temple, Ihither the Jewscmtinually resort in the 
1 suit] ji'Uhin? greatest iiouibersj (lyiil hwvc SQ}d jiothwg ih .sf- 
crei, even to my most intimate friends, but wli.it 
has been perfectly agreeable to the tenor of my 
21 W'iiv a'>kcstli public dixmirses. )Vhy dost thou therefore r/v^ 21 
I.' ■ a^k tiu.in v.iiiih whose le.stimony in my own cause will not, 

to be sme, be much regardea in .ueh n eiicum- . 
iifhi/iii, ihi'j kiiKH stance as this, when I am standing as on a tUiU 
nil,It 1 said. ujy hfg? jg/£ that heard nuy what 1 

have spoken to them in the whole series of my 
ministry; for behold they know it, and I am wil¬ 
ling to appeal to any impartial person among 
them, as lo the innocence, propiiciy, and use¬ 
fulness of ichat I have said. 

'IJ. And *iHn iii; Such was tlic calm and rational reply which 22 
iiad thus spoken, oni; made to tlioso that examined him. But 

'Ckn he had spMH ihcsc lhina>, on. cflhaf. 
wall the p.iiiii of hib cers belonging to the court, who then stoou oy, 
lutiii. "i.iyiii;;, \ii- rudely gave ./e.sus a blow,^ saying, Dost thou ])iv- 

- a 4/or.- 1 its llie wend fw- to be deru cd from -t HT. yi . 

-,.r,atb asiipt'OS'd by nirm> etyinolojisw BeVa would therefore rcndei ,1. U 


riK 

h( 



504 False xvitnesses ttre sought to put hivi to death. 

sect, sumc \o answer the high-priest thusj by send- merest thou ih« 
CLxjcxv i„g i,„n to others for a reply to his question ? h'gii-pnest bo > 

And Jesus, with his usual mildness, answered ■ 2 '} Jesus answered 
xvm. him, IJ thou hast been one of my.hearers, and • havespok- 
ii 3 canst say that I at any time have spoken evil, 

either of God or man, in the course of my well, why ’ smiUst 
preaching, thou wilt do well to beurxhy ii'sti- thou me ^ 
monij concerning that evil: but if I have’spokcii 
well, ivhy dost thou s'rite me? Can reason be , 
aiTswcred by blows J or can such a sober ajipeul 
to it deserve them ? ‘ 

Now the chief priests and the ciders of the , 
people, ^aml the whole sanhedrim, witli all its 
offic ers, iKJt being" able to make out a siifBcioiit the cuuik'iI, .ot' 
accusation against Jesus, from such answers a.-. 
those, maliciously endeavoured l>y t!ie vilest 
means to have something criminal alletlged 
against him; and as they were determined to 
condemn him, that they might colour over their 
procot'ding.s wiih soum form of law, they sought 
for false ctidciice against Jesus, that they might 
put him to death I and managed the trial in so 
partial and unjust a manner, that they did iu 
eirect invite any of the most intamous of man¬ 
kind to come and depose against him, with the 
Oassnrance of being favourably heard : But Mny 


Mat 

wvi. 


found none that lully answered their purpose;' 


60 
i.uiu 


— But flULII'l 
[Ku] Ihiiii'jl' 


hmtfUttaaajr; but thewurei is appaipntlv 
iibCd fur anij hluw, aiid tu liaiit it, as our 
U'Vi'lulurs do, to what wc romnionly call 
•I ilup o/i ike lace, doC' not -com reason 
.ib!o; though Sill,las explains it so, and 
Mat ' 19 , iiitiuiatob It may have that 

if'I hate ipohen evil, either of Cod or 
man, in the conr..( of my preaching, 
iKc.] The pioits and iiigeritoiii. Mr Bou¬ 
nd, (whose eKdiupl.iry lilt d<“oi\es iio- 
riiicnt rending, and who.e hainioiiv is m 
the ni.itn lerv juJicious.) is the only 
wilier 1 h,iic met wth, who stem', lo 
eu,’the t.uc bcii'C of thisdaii^e fie 
nigi > the use of lliu word lAjiAviTa foJr 
i'kiiit'3 leackin^, '^vci v!0, 21.) and oh- 
borves, iliat .'onld not rc- 

lur to the aii»W«r he had jnsl made to 
the liigh-priest, but might projierlv be 
used as to the course of his proaching, 
V Inch the high pr e.-t had not iii-ard. Ho 
al'O ^ii)i| obC-. that III C.iii.t's appral Id 
h,, lu'iriti , the pi Is II iih.j smote (liri-t 
1..- ii,,;'.. d out h. ’„it, i V ‘1 amf't'U t>'h v-, 

1,;^ wi.-' Ipd 1' ’ll h'- .niJiloi'^ ithI 


that the language ot the hlnn uas in 1 1- 
fict as if he h.id bald, “ 'Ihis is wli.it 1 
“ think your preaehiug dobcrM'-- ” Uni 
as ho himself seenia to ii-sigii,.ii iilc i ic 
.-on for tins blow, men thi‘ putcuUd 
rudeness of the answer Chii<t h.vl iiiiid. 
to the high priot, I ha\e noi tull.wid 
Mr Bonne) in my paMpiira-c on tlo | ic- 
oediiig verse, bee Uoiinel's iiainioiiy, 
page Sd'J. 

c Sau^hl Jor Jahe e.i'le.ii'c, — tut juiiiid 
itiwe J Ai this was a cicit piooi of 
Christ’simioi'.-nce, (foi ultuiwihcl.iscou- 
fedcrates might hasc been gl.id U> piii- 
rh.aso their own securitj by iiiiiir ichin/ 
him,) bo It Is a biiignlar instance of tlic 
pOwci of find iiiei iiKti's inuids Ihai tor 
all the r. wards thmi gn .at tin ii < i iild ollci, 
no two coiisi tint uitiicssr- could hi jiio 
cnicdtochaigi him with iinv cio luiii 
Pos-iblv the CXI, inn ol his inn.o doc- 
puwii 111 sti ikiiig io till 'OomkI till. I Hut 
wi'ic most to.w ii'il 111 St 'I h 01, might 
iiitiinidatc tin s|i,hIs ot soi,ii whnioul i 
C.'lw'u'I'O li n tiM 11 po \ ...'."I ii'i II 



But they could find none whose testimony ttf<w sufikknt. ^ 


many false witnesses for though viaiiy false mitnesies eanie, [and] 

“‘‘iMagmml him,yel theyf<imi time 
yel found they none; suthciCMU; [/o/‘J the testimonies they gave aid 
[ fur thtir witness jiof so fivv agree together, as that a capital seii- 
teoce coulJ lie passed upon him on that evi¬ 
dence; since such a case required, at least, the 
concurrent oath of two persons. (See Deut. 
xvii. 6 ; xix. 15 .) 

—60 .\t tiie last ' erlt last, there came (uo fake wituessesy [jii/k)] 
[ihcie] caiiiii two ixmliciously wresting sonic words he had fopiuer- 
tal=o w [:.Ao | relating to his own tleath and resur- 

wiim'ssasajn7.tiiiBi.] rcctioii, rose up, um fuktijij tesiljied against him, 
[Mark xv, i 7 ) Saying, upon tlieir oaths, f/ns JcUoic said, in 
01-And said, ihi, [j^ariiig, Jam able lu destroy the temple of 

to ci(‘4roy till ti'iii- ttod, and to build it up again in time days: and 
pit lit fJ.i<i, md to would any fine talk ol ilestro) iiig it, unless he was 
build it 1.1 Um Olid} a. enemy to that holy place' ortliink of build¬ 
ing It again so soon, unless he was in league 
'Jark XIV., 58 . with Hcelzebnl)? [IVo j one of them, dosigu- 
AVi luMiJ ininbay, i p, aggravate thc'matter, conriflently aflinn- 

II iim'isn.Vd" with hi-^rd him say, I Kill destroy this lem- 

ii.imU, and miIuu jo/t' that IS made With hands, and in three days 
iiiiu- davs t time/an/^up winch shall be 

wi" ...Lii'i'i'mds without the help of hands, in obedience lo-my 
)4 Hut mitiKi so comiTuiiul. ret neither thus did their lesti- 


sEcr. 

(a.xxvv 

w.it. 

XXV r. 
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tiO 


«)! 


M.irk 
Ml. jS. 


did ihwr wuiiibSi a- 

t'lOB to^fthor 


Ll Kh .WII fi.i. 


■movy exactly agree, nor was sulBcient to cun- 
vict him, as evidently appears from comparing 
the {hneu-ni vioriU 111 wtiicli it was expressed, 
and as thu dlfk-rence was dbserved 111 court, 
they could not fur shame proceed upon the eii- 
di'iice .so cii to coiulemn ,)e.sus to death fuV w 01 ds, 
which no two persons could pretend to ascertain; 
nor would they indeed have amounted to a ca¬ 
pital ci line, if they had jointly been charged 
upon him. 

However, they resolved to try him in full Luti* 
council, even on this slender evidence, hoping 
tliiXi some further discovery would arise in the 
j)roee.ss ol tlie e.\annnation. And accordingly, 


<1 Drsinuinn Ik dniuai.iti* tiio matti*r, 
A*i ] I'lii.-■<. (11 Hill iii< (, .iiUDiig iiiaiiv 
ulliir-.. Ml w''ii‘li till iioiv 111 malice hay 
been ll|■>kl' li. iivci ii.iiiiiiis; it and iii* 
no,'I M ’i' i>l‘ tied up 111 Uie v< rv e\trniu- 
g ll<v ul .III 1 I III! is ullllll livi bicil 
!v nil I d ,i“aiii'l ii - It lA lib'll 11 abif', 
tli.il r'lc wiiiil ivbu'li ilicy (bm mi'rp- 
pusentcil, were si.i.tei) by tbii'-l alb'.iiit 


Ihipf 5'eai>i btlore. (Oi)inp.'iri' .lolm ii 
19 ,V(il 1 . p. Hi) 'rill'll guiiigbitik ' I 
far til (iml niatti'i tor tlic eli.irgc tlii'> 
brought, was a gliirmiis, thiiiu.'li '.ilci'', 
atteiiitioii of the um'M'cfitiuuablc in.m 
iirriii iiliu'liour[.ur() h.ul b' iuiM'd I1111.-1!; 
duiiiip ill tbu Ojiirsi lO Ills I'-iblii tu 
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He is led azvet^from thence before the sanhedrim. 


I.tike 

XXli 0 


SECT, as soon as it was day, after a very short recess, Andaijsoonasitna? 
<)hx%xvi/ie elders of the people^ and the chief-priests and '*eo^e^*amUhf*ch'if*f 
scribes^ who rnatic up the sanhedriui, as- pnesuandthesmbes 
and they kd Jesus azeay from togt-ther, and 

{the house of the high-priest,/o A//«V 

f phasi into tnnr 

councu^ or to that magnificent chamber where countiil. [Johiixvm, 

their court used to sit for the dispatch of pub- 2 H.—] 
lie business. And. producing'what imperfect 
, evidence they had, to give some colour to their ,iood upm u.c midst, 
proceedings, while no regard was shewn by andaskedjfsus.saj- 
Jesus to such false and frivolous accusations, 
the hi^h-priest stood up in the midst of the witness 

council, and asked Jesus, sayin^i', agamst tiioe> [Mat. 

thou nothing? IVhal is it that these men teshfy 
against thee? Is it true or false*' But Jesus, . iJtsiihj 

knowing how vain it would be to pJead ror him. aubwcrul nutiimjr 
self in so unrighteous a court, whose rnenihers [M-it v\m. 6.3.—-1 
came determined to condemn him, was silent, 
and made no reply. * 

And they said to him, Why art thou so mtich i 

upon the re.ser\e'' Dost thou give up the pre-ih..ii tiiednisi' idl 
tensions thou hast formerly made, or dost thou And he .sai<i unhi 
still mamtam them? If thou art indeed the^^'™’ if I 
Messiah, tell us plainly, and it will bring mat- 
ters to a short issue. And he said to them, If 
J tell you ever so plainly, I know that_yoM will 
6S not beltei'c: And i/ J also ash {you,] Whcie- And if I 
fore It is that you persist in this iinieasonable aLJ”, mp" nlr'irt 
iulidelily, you will only overbear me with rc- we go 
newed violence, and will neither answer nor dis¬ 
miss vie. 

Mat. And again the high-priest answered and said AXVi — 

'■ to him, "^I’hink net that such evasions w'ill suffice hVgh-p"ic«anMVr!rd 
in an affair of such importance as this: thou and s.tid nutn bun, i 
knowest 1 have a way of coming at the certain ■‘•horf’ thee by the 
truth, and therefore 2 adjure thee in the most tc7ruJ'«h.'thrr»bo^ 
solemn manner, by the name and authority of 
the living God, whose higli-pricst I am, and to 
whom he has committed the power of admiiiis 
tering tins oath,^ that thou tell indirectly, in 

If then aU the Mv\i:iah, trlt us Pro- 'To whom he has. lOininittf’d Hie 
bably tlii'se wretchei hoped fo gain a power iif adn»iiii“!criii^ tins ii.illi ] 'J'hal 
great.idsiintagcag!un!itJesu!i cither wai; the .Jcviiish liigh-jiiii'sU Ind iiidrut mefi 
illie eoiifi-ssed it, they would conder,in a poner, may .ipp'.tr from etiiiip.iriii;r 
him oil Unit conto.ssKui; and it he de- Lxod. xxii 11, Ilv. 1; and i’rov 
iiicd it, they would expo>c him on that xxix. 24, xx\. C’ 
denial, as Hfi.iid to maintaiii theprclcii- 
.siniih lie li.'id made 



\ 


adjured to tell zchcther he be the Christ, he ozens if. 501 


be ih^ Christ, the tlje plainest terms, ai/w?/Acr MoH it? sre-i. 

G^d»[Mark xn! 01. ever-bless€(l God, or not ? ci.'ixxi 

cv [Anil] jcsvis Jnd Jesus ho\d]y said to him, Tho2C said''^^^ 
saith unto him, Thou [n'ffht], anil mentioned me by my true and pro- vvl-t 
nri^rSldess ^ ^ indeed'the Messiah, nor 6 + 

unto yon, Hproaftf'r Will I ever fcccde from that claim : and 
shaii j e si'o the Son outrr, though you may now rondoimi me to 



(Ma?k X J™e despised and lowly form at your inburial, 

* A _ll .J___I ^ I . ... L 


Lihi A'MI 
'1 hen said 


\xu 69.] exalted to all the dignity and glory whicii tliat 

high title imports, niting at the right hand of 
the power'AX\f\ majesty of God,'and cominp with 
irresistible strength in the clouds of heaven, to 
take vengeance on the proudest of his enemies.'’ 

70 jind upon this, as they were willing to make Luk-- 
, . I*'' - l'.**’ sure of so important a confession, they pressed 

"Soiioi God ^ Ami he hiiii With the question again, and ail said, as in ' 
said link, ti.iiii. Ye amazement, Art thou then really the Son of God, 

' ir th It I am. j,Q ]jj promised under the character of the Mes¬ 

siah •’ and wilt thou actually abide and stand hy 
this [irofessioij, tliat thou art ? And he said to 
them, I will neverrctract it; ye say right, and 
may he assured that I am. 

y. \i. xxyi <o. 'j'/icu the high~priest, with all the hvpo- 

1 ii'n thi'Uii>h-prip>.t , ^ , - ■ ; 

n ii^hi, ciotii. s vn-f'<''tical lorms or pious indignation, real Ins 
I!.;,, ill- h.A(h '.poktu clothes, as in grief for the great dishonour done 
Li.i-i)hrmv, '.i,jt (_;()(| |jy oath,’ and so presuinp- 

oi\uim‘w,> i.ihuld hioiis ti elaiin, as he pretended this to be; and 
’ he said, lie has now spoken the most dirct t 
Idasphemtj, in jirofessing himself to be the Son 
of the most high Goil; IVhat further need haze 
we of witnesses? Behold now ye have heard Ins 


M.il 
w 1 
'0 ’■ 


a [linn liWfl Sunt riuht ] Seo iiDtcMat. 
\.x\i 'Ji, M'ct I Kn. 

'■ 1 ( i/'iil idf Ihf So;/ '\i mnii Ski' ] Thcro 
'C' ins a |il nil n fereurr lieu- to ihe i ic'w 
111 wIiilIi the .Son t.f iiinii is rPpKwntod, 
J).in. Ml IS, 14 , ttliti. Iicis^sud to (.'■me 
witli till-climds ot lic.ivni to recciw a 
tluriniiii.ii, &.(' 01 'll .ippiai .is God did 
on nioiiiit Sum, in .i iliariol of rloiKK 
ultf'mlr.l liy ,tii^<li<* ho K’ Oiif T/nd 
looked MTy unlik;' that (ktsOD nott , but 
nut It'll'.; (iiidd lip iiioic .titlnf, ni <ii''.tic', 
.iiid lici'oiiiin,^, tli.i. sill’ll .III adniiiiiiliiiii 
111 I’liesi ciK'iim lull i‘’—J)i Wliiiln 
CXI I llenlly pion"*, in liix '■ntf on .Y.iU 
\vvi 1 .1, that III! I i"ht-laiu 1 (it jiompi Na 
plir4si'(.'4Ui\all iif tutheiniliMianJol G'ud 


'Ilenl All ilol/irs ] 'I'hnugh tne pni'^t 
was turliiddi'ii tonnd his clothis iiisonii 
c.isi's, V heiinthers were allowed to do it, 
(l.ft vxi. dO.) yrt in caseof hlaiiihciii' . 
ui any public calaniitt, it u.is ilioinij.i 
all'iwab!.'. (.'^cc 1 Mae. m 11, .iiid Ju- 
'■epli. Rt'll lod. lili II IS, .S2 I )i.ii.i- 
ph.is tlierefou'bj this ai lion i'sjik-'.s- d 
III the strongest and iiioxt iiilfiil iri.iin,. r 
his liorror .at hc.iiiug si; vile a «r<’f< h, ns 
1 r- pri teiided .Icsus was, thus iI.iiiumh; 
the sotcieigiity oter Isi.iei, and a si .n 
at the iight-h.ind ol God, and this v In r. 
jdjuu'd upon oath oti so ^olrinn an o 

cjsiiin 



^ 508 The}) all declare he is worth]) of deatk and abuse him, 

SECT, blaiphent]/ with your own ears. Jl'/iat think ye ye have heard 
• Lxxxv. therefore as to the punishment he deserves ? 

7'/iej/ansTS'ered and said, He is guilt]/ of the 
XXVI. notorious of all crimes, and deserves im- 66 what think ye? 

66meiiiatcly to be put to death;what need have snswered and 
vi'C indeed oj any other testmonyT for wc our- death. [Luke, What 
selves have heard [it] from his own mouth. And nfvd "e a»y furtiirr 
thus they all condemned him as guilty af a capi- ^eLlTha/rhearTof 
tal crime; and accordingly sentence was passed hie own mouth.] 
upon him, no witness iippearing in hii defence, [And they aii con- 
and none daring to plead his cause;’ 
some of the council, who hud a friendslii|) tor [“]'a,k “ xiv*—ei, 
him, and particularly Joseph of Ariinatliea and Lukexxn. 7i j 
Nicodemus, disapproving these unrighteous 
proceedings, eitlier absented themselves, or 
withdrew. (Compare Luke x.\i:i. 50, 51, anti i.ukk xxil 0 : 1 . 
John XIX. 38, sect, cxcii.) ' [Tjirn] the men th,it 

i.uke Then the men that attended the court, and ^'[Mark”°^and 
^ 2 ,h(id Jesus in custody, finding he was condemn- somcbe(it.ni to spu 
cd by tlic sanheclMm, insulted him with renew- •” ^<“''*-1 b'lark, 

ed injuries and aflronts, and carried that mso- 'joJhervj 
lent usage yot fnriher llian they had done be-[,viat.^ 
fore;"' for some of them with nule indignity be- 
gan even to spit in his face, and to buffet him ; ‘’Vindw-tim tl..>y 
64.7iif/e//(tT.f scornfully abused and him • And^ hadblmd-fohkd him 
in derision of his title to the character he claim- fwnrk, th^ scrvanisi 
ed, having covered his eyes,''the ofiicers and 
servants struck him on the Jace with the palms of their hand-ij, and 


iwWll. 


They arif-xrrtd and itiid, Itc is nf 
death.] A man who did nol know the 
mighty iiiduGiire nf attachment t<i an hy- 
poiht'hia bt freijuciit observation, would 
be astonished that anv learned, aocuialc, 
and o.iiidid writer, should not be able to 
see the mark of a judicial procenF and 
sentence hercj and > et should see Uif m 
lu the case of Stephen. Yet tins is reall \ 
tliR case. 

' No witness appearing in Ins defence.', 
.V( I Dr. Samuel lUfris, in hi^ Obserr.t- 
tioiis on the Old Testament (p. 101', 
siij. qmirto edit.) has, with much greater 
kainiiig and ingenuity than solidity, 
eiideavouicit to pr^vc tins circumstance 
ictcrrcd to in Isaiah' words, chap. Hii.^ 
H, Who sli.ilidocLirehi^ generation ^ and 
his fiislaud second dissirtatnni prctixid 
to Ills ew> cliiefly centre in this point. 

■” Cari'K'd that iD'olciit usage yet iur- 
tber than they had dune before.) Luke 
mcmious thc^'C iiiJigiiitios before his 


beinc led to the council, in which In' tells 
us he was cs.iinmed on oath, as nbive . 
but Mallhew and Maik mention them 
as immediately succeeding his being con- 
dcmucd, as guilty of blasphemy in the 
ansuei he made when adjured by the 
high-pncst; and do not so particularly, 
as Luke, distinguish what happened in 
his examination at the house ofCaiaphas 
from olhci subsequent circiimstam rs 
Theattcntnereader will observe, how 
they are formed m oiir compound text 
into one consistent narration. 1 do not 
see It ncce.ssary to suppose, that Christ 
ansAcred to two adjurations, the one 
Some hours after ihi* other, Matthew 
and Mark naturally enough relate the 
whole of Ins examination together, though 
carried (in 111 In 0 ditl'cient places, and 
it is probable »oino insults preceded, 
and others, yet iriore \io1ciit, followed, 
Ills being thn.s solctniily cundcniiicd bv 
the sanhedrim as death. 



Reflections on the examination of Jesus fty the Jews. 50f) 


i.iked him, saying, 
Vittplicsy [unto us, 
thou Christ,} who is 
tli.it srnrjTc thee 
I Msu. XXII.—67. 68. 
Maik XIV —65 ] 
tv5 And many 
('thei thines bla<phr 
iiiotislv spake they 
’.igainst juin. 


oj their hands^ and on the head with stai'es: andf sei t. 
tn a scoffing and coiitoniptuotis manner, asked 

f • “ft. T « • ■ 


AiVk, saying, Now show iis how thou caiist 
divine-, and, if thou art indeed the true Messiah, xxil. 
prophesy to us, 0 [ihou\ Christ, who is he Ma/64 
smote theef .Such were the vik* indignities tlieyfis 
offered him, and many other things they bksphe- 
mmidy spake against him :" so tliat on the 
whole, bad he been the vilest malefactor, they 
could not have used him w'orse ; and common 
humanity, even in that case, would nut have ah 
lowed of such barbarous insults. 


BIPROVI-MENT. 

'I'llUS was the patient Jjamb oj (rod surrounded by his blood- 
tliirsiy enemies: li’hns did the dogs encompass him, and the strong 
bulls oJ Bashan beset him on every side; (Psal. x\ii. 12, 16.) Thus 
was lie brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before 
her sheurerA is dumb, so he opened not his mouth : (Isa. Ini. 7, 8 ) 

He u'us taken Jrom judgment, and suffered the wor.st kind 
imirder, even that which had the appearance of being legal.” 
lint those gentle nords which he dropped in the midst of all the 
injuries winch were offered him, arc surely worthy ever to be John 
u corded and roinenibered. It had always been his care to pro-^^oi • 2 '> 
:/de things honest "In the sight oj’ aU rnen.- and as he answered 
with a most graceful and courageous appeal to all that heard 
him, as to ifie iiiiioceiice and usefulness o( his doctrine; so it is 
v\cll worthy our observation and reflection, that God so far re- 
strained the rage and malice of hell, that no such false witnesses 
aro.sc against him, as could on the whole asperse his character, ^at 
or bring it under anv brand of public infamy : though Judas, as xxvi. 
well as others, might have sniiglit a reward, or at least an in-■5-’,60. 
liernnity, for their own villany, in accusing him. And iiidi ed it 
!■> no inconsideiable instance of God’s providential government 
of the world, tliat wicked men are restrained by this one reniain- 
dci ofievcrcnce for the Divine omniscience, and dread of bis 
lengeance, from destioymg the reputations and lives of his 
cliilclreii; especially in cnuntries where (as in our own) thepunish- 
vient which human laws inflict on perjury is .so much beloiv its 
desert. 

When Jesus was examined an oath, he witnessed a good confes-C.^. uA 
Sion, and cited those that were now hi.s Judges to appear at his 
bar. Nor was it a vain boast 1 The Son of man is now sitting at 


" Mani! (.ther thin:;'! they hlaspIiemQudy himself to be Mic Son of fSoil, bi'l th> 
'/f'c n'ioinht Aim] I'lieie la soinoUiiiiir evangelist fixes that ehaige i-o n.t..,. 
'<11 ii markable in tins expression They bn .itisc bn r'M'ly was “c. 

■ 'ii'i-i (I hmi with blasphemy lU asacrting 



510 The Jetos consult hm io put Jesus fo death: j 

seer, the right hand ofpoxvery and will, ere long come in the clouds oj 
t^x»v. heaven and then they that condemned, and insulted, and pierced 
him, shall mourn because of him. (Rev. i. 7.) May we be now so 
tcise, as to kiss the Son in token of our Jiumble allegiance to him. 
lest he be then justly angiy with us : yea, lest we immediately 
perish from the way, when his wiatk is but beginning to be kindled' 
Psal. li. 12.) 


SKCT. CLXXXVJ. 

Jesus is brought before Pilate:. The Jews demand judgment (tgainsC 
him, and Pilate examines him. Mat. XXVII, 1, 2. 11—U. 
Mark XV. ,1—5. Luke XXIII. 1—4. John XVIIL—2« 
—38. 


MAT. XXVII. ]. ^ , 

SECT. II were the mIc proceedings of this bor- str-nshtwayi 
ivxxi.. rid and malignant night, and thus was Jesus »hoii tiu* mor.i- 
, ''condemned, and treated as a malefactor by the ‘','Vf'rn ''' ’rh'i'i'" 
ij, .(ewisli rulers. And as soo/i as morrnng unis cQnsnkiuon wnh 
I tome, f///Me having put Jesus out u>ej eidi-i', uf tin 

of the room wheie the sanhedrim iiu t, consulted 
with (he elders of the people, and the .leribes and council, | ,im-i 
the whole s inhedrim,* what method they shonit pm h 

talle to execute this sentence they had passed 
again.it Jesus, and how tliey might contrive to " ' 
put him to death in the most severe and con¬ 


temptuous manner. 

2 And after he had been insulted by tiie ser- "^'’n tit. \ 

vants at tiie conncil-cliamber, when for the Ji",”' 

greater security they had bound him again,'* the nmliitliri. m ihcin ,i 
whole multitude of them arose, and led him away '■i' •''<l‘'<' 

from tiicricc to thepmelorium (as it was propei- bjlu’f'i’iuu'- 
ly called,) or to the judgment-hall, in wliicli the 
Roman magistrate was used to sit for the d's- 
patcli of'public business' for the Jews being 


- ‘ All the chiff p) If tit ciiTiiulial, &r ] 
uilR‘^iixpi!titi Uiisuftlieir ml|ourn- 
toi'uu'jult lugetlit I, from ihc hriosO of 
c.iia iinsi, tulh>>pla(< w|-cre thf‘Siiihe- 
(l.'i.ii used tu meet; bu: it .ippears Fruni 
Luke, thiii was ihe ]>|ace Mfberc tlii'y Itad 
1 r I'm c iissc-mhled and passid sentence 
•<p 'll Idylls after bis lirst oxanmoaliuti in 
Ibe house <ii ('aiaptu-:; and In's nccouut 
•if till- in.ittrr 1.4 h'l r irciinAtantial, th.it 
I t'll Ilk It niur'’ rersonable to Uikc fhe,<;p 
•i.iid' ii' f'l ii-h'r 111 which the\ are #*\- 


plamfd in the par.-iphrasc. C‘ump.sii 
Lukessii 'iOu. 

*’ filun thei/ l./id bound )/,m ap.iin 1 
'fh ' buniid him wheii he was liistap- 
piehcnded, but had, peih.ips loui* dbiiu 
while he was luuh r i.\ iniinaiinii or else 
tlieP now made Ins h .uds stricter th.in 
befuio, that so they m'i;bt soei.ro him 
from my danpei ot a i.’>.C(ie<)rosca|ie, 
liC pa-'Cil Ihiuiipli the streets ol Jem- 
s.lll 111 



They carry him to Pilate, to order his execution. ' 511’ 


mr'Dt,] and dt-livercd 
lijnj to Puntms I'l- 
l.ito the go\('nioi. 
IM.irkw.—1 l.uke 
XMii. I. Juhn xviu. 


Joi.v XVJII—23. 
Anil it Kiia (.irJy, 
•iiiil tliev tlu'iiisidres 
vent nut into the 
'n>i':itii-iil-liall, If'^t 
^lIl)l|ld be delil- 
<d, Ii'it till! liny 
nil hi i.ii tlic 


now a conquered people, and not having the sEtr 
power of life and death in their hands, they 
could not execute Je.siis without a warrant from 
the Romans ;<= and therefore, to procure their XXvii 
order for his death, as well as to rentier it the 2 
more ignominious and painful, they determined 
immediately to carry him to them ; and to ask, 
not a confirmation of the sentence whuh they 
had passed upon him as a blasphemer, but a 
new sentence of crucifixion against him, as a 
seditious enemy to Caesar’s government. Ac¬ 
cordingly, having conducted him to the preeto- 
num, t;icy in a solemn wav delivered him, as a 
state prisoner of considerable importance, io 
PontiiHi Pilate the procurator or governor, whom 
Tibenii>> Ciesar had, some years betore this, 
sent among them. 

though hy this time it was‘broad day- 
light, yet it icas very early in the morning, 
much .sooner than the governor used to ajjpear: 
he was tlierelorc called up on this extraordinary 
occAMoi), but they themselves ivent not into the 
palace, of which the judgment-hall was a part, 
iiecaiise it was the house of a Gentile, and th|fcy ' 
w'eic apprehensive lest they 'ihould be polluted, 
and so prevented from eating those sacrifices 
which wiTc offered on this first day of unleaven¬ 
ed hi'i'ad, and were looked upon as a very con- 


• .N()> li.ivin? the powrj of lift* and death 
111 tiu'ji hands, i^c] ’rii.Tt the Jt‘»i^h 
b inlii'di nil had a puivt'r of trying and < i ii- 
di.iii[iiii<;; riicii foi <iinn‘s which tli' .kw- 
Mi I.IW inidc i..i[>it.il, c.ifiiio! I tliii'k be 
tioiibli'd, and h.ii all along boon taken 
lui griiitod in tills woik, and iincc the 
p>iLiio.itioii ot the 111 st o.tiiion It has hoen 
.ihiiiid.Liiilv coniiiiiitil by Air. Hiscoi-’s 
h 'iiiioil and elalviiatc disscrtatiuii on (he 
siioici't, 111 1ii> South IIS at lloyh's l.oc- 
f’lio, chaj). M pait I, p 123, is ic/ 
Dot that they had at this Uiiic a poster nt 
evoonting inch sciih in f s svitliont t'.e i\- 
pi«ss ooiiM'iit of ll'C l.onitiu goseinoif 
neither Mr. jMaiiiic’i it'iniki (F.s>’-ay i, 
p. 13—19,) nor Ml JliiOi.e’Miiiich larger 
aigiiiiientation, ‘ociii to me satisfactorily 
111 piovo I iitill think u'lat Or. Ijaidncr 
lias written on thcodioi I'.d' ot thuipui 
lion nnaii'Werablc, .i”d indeed woii'h‘r, 
that .iiu can donht ot the tnaUci alier 
ij idiii^ this story For snrdy iiotliii)|Ji 
hill .1 sCM c ot iiccrssitv could, oii tin 
'1 IujIc,. t,.i' e bi ought the .left!i i al'Ts to 


I’llate on this occasion, since the rendet- 
iiiiT the execution itself piec.iiious would 
li;^\c lialanced theyrgiiiiiont then crnel- 
t\ iiii^ht lind, in the cintingeney of it> 
boiii!> more painful, it it should m l.n t 
he obtained. Cuinpnie John xviii. 31, 
p .51'2. (See Dr. I ai'hier's Crcdil). p.iit 
1 hook 1 chap 2 scU, S, 6. Vtd, t. p 
ii.j~ lOn and .loseph. Aiiliq. Jud lib. xx. 
cap (al. R.) sect I) And mdci J the 
.Icwisli tenters own, that no such poaoi 
was exercised by the sanlicdriin foi forty 
yean before the destiuction of the tem¬ 
ple, a> Dr Lightfoot shews by scscial 
quotations from the d'aliii'id, (lloi. tleb 
on Mat. \xvi. and John vs in ul ) 
though he sufiposbs it was only lost by 
their disuse of it, and was not taken tioin 
them bv the Komans —The chief ;ii;,ii 
inenti fill thfir having such a powci 
ffiom Mat xx'i. 6t', John'in. ‘53, x'lu 
31; A< ts 'll 57, 58 , xii, 2 , xxii t, ' , 
will 27, xMV Is; XX'I. 10) iiiciitli<i 
diiectly answered in the noti>'i, oi obi at 
ed 111 the paiapliiase, on those pla- cs, 



.512 But Pilate endeavours to shift off Ihe affair. 


siderable part oi the passove)', of which the pas- 
cifflussi, challamh, which they had eaten tlieevcnin^r be- 
fore, wasi only the beginning. 

-Wnr. Pilate therefore^ willing in this inrtance to 
2dohiigo the beads of the nation he governed, 
complied so far with their religious scruples, 
that, leaving the praetorium, he came $ut of his 
house to them; and hnding it was an affair of 
soiemnitv, he erected his tribunal in an open 
place adjoining to it, as the iloinan magistrates 
often did: when Jesus was presented as a 

prisoner before him, Pilate said to them, IVhat 
accusation do you bring against this man? 

30 They ansivercd and said to him^ with some 
indecent smartness in the expression, (the con¬ 
sequence of a secret indignation to find them¬ 
selves curbed by a superior power,) We could 
not but ijave hoped you were so well acqnaint- 
' ed with the sanctity of our court, and the into.* 


S9 Pilate tbcD Vi ent 
out unto them and 
.^nid Whnt acrubJ- 
tion bring yc against 
Ihii man ’ 


"0 They answorpil 
and said unto h'lii. 
If he were not a ma- 
lefaetur, wc would 
nut have delivered 
him up unto lh(C. 


gTity of o jr character, as to coikIikIc, that if 
this man tsx'rc not a notorious offender,^ ice-Ai'ou/d 
not have brought and delivered him to thee, for 
as we would be far from any thought of piini-.h- 
ing|ftn innocent man, so if his criinc had not i>een 
very great, we might have dealt will) him our- 
solve.s without thy connirrenee. 

'll Then Pilate said to them. Take ye him hfek 'll tikh ..nd fm 
to your own court again, and judge him aaoid- unto iiiem. i.ik. 
ingtoyour laws for 1 am by no means dosiroiis f,i,„ aeairdiu.; e- 
of interfering with you in the regular exercise jour law — 
of yunr judicial power. And this he said with 
a view of shifting off'from ium'-elf an alTair to 
>rhich in the genera) he could be ,iio .stranger;* 


■' wtorkm ogni'lei ] So I render x-i- iiiforiticd at large of iiis piiblie rntra’ii’C' 
in this conni'ction, bfcause they inl/i Jinisalem, th ■ hc'iniimj of th'’ 
had sFiIlpilwer 'it indieting slighter week; and also nl lus aiiprihiMisiDii, in 
punishment'-; M that their biingjng him nhieh (h- J'-w'-sh ruleis wlto asu-ted hr 
to Pilate wa-- a pmof that they judged ■ a Rx>ninn eubnrt, which could hanllv hi 
him to Iia\e incurred a capital sentence, engaged in that teiviee without the gn. 
'I lie word m/ilcfttch'i has much the same VLiiivir’s expre»i> pcrniishiou. Il plaiiiK 
iciise in ui.r ordinaly-'peecU , S^fiears bv his wtinh'< oi'duet, Imw iih- 

^ Wilii a view of sbiftiiijf off from btin* wnlinj; he was to • ni;i^’,c in thiii caii!<t, 
>rir, iv’f ] Pilate (oul^Dci^ be enuiely, he seems il-erclme < not to enter 

ignorant of the ease , for mto the full seii'-e of viliat the .Icwiih ru- 

h'egan his povcnimeut at'Jerusalem be-' Icrsiiltended wbniiiievualledhiinaiua- 
fard Jtsuscntcredon,ttt3 public ministry, lefactnr; and aiiswci-i them in.imhi(piuus 
aiftf, Iji'idcs many other cxtraordniarv latigiia,e, whicli ihe> inigUthaveinter- 
thM'TSviliK.hlicDiiu-tfoiiiieriyii.ncheaid ]u<tiil .is a w.inaiit to execute Christ, it 
''‘K'l ii,ihim lie'liail, no dcusbt. been tlij foimdlFit no. esi.arv, and yet, «!u-.,'i 



They acme him to Pilafe as seUini^f&r a king. 5t5^, 

and .which Hq easily saw would be attended with sect. 
* ma^ perplexing citcumstances. . 

fo^saV^^'Vh*^** * hen the Jem said ta him again, Yon w'cll 

not iawf!ii for that/f is mt now lawful f >r us to put any xviH. 
us lo pntan> man to man to death without your concurrence; (com-3 1 , 
pare Mat, xxvii. 3, p. 510.) but it is a capital 
crime, olwhioli the prisoner here before you is 
convicted, and as, after a fair trial, he has re¬ 
ceived sulfh a sentence in the sanhedrim, we 
only wait your warrant to proceed to execution. 

Luke xxui. 2 . knU, as Pilate could not but inquire of what 
And iiiey iKg.m lo crime lie had been convicted, thtH’ resolved to***'*' 

ive'i'luSrthu/S that charge which might render him 

iifivoitinf the na- most obnoxious to thc Homan power, and to 
tioii, and forhiddmg represent the matter in its most malignant view; 

accordingly th^ Ac^^cw.with great violence 
he hiiTiiieif IS (hri<it, accuse htm, saying. It is not merely on a re- 
'* ' ligious account that we have brought him be¬ 

fore you,'but we have also found this seditious 
\ fellow] perverting the whole Jewish nation, 

Irum one end of ihe country to the other, and 
in efl'ect/o)-6/i/dni^ to pay tribute lo Cu’sar, by 
sayinir^ that he himselj is Messiah, a King, 
whom many of the Jew^s have expected to rcs- 
t ne tlicm fi om all subieclion to a foreign [imv'er; 
and this claim he has had the assurance to avow 
in'ojien court; .'lo that' it is but a necessary 
])iecc of repect to thee, and to the emperor, 
whose lieutenant thou art, to bring him hither 
to be condemned, and indeed to ieave him to 
.w»ii> XVHI. 5>. be executed by you. And tliough they aimed -I®**” 
ji'vl w iiolhing more by this, than to' hiakesure 
ii!'<<i,uiu(Mu‘v,,aU, their murderous'designs, and to add uoweir- 
Mi-niiyiijtrnrhatdiaih ciirnstunce.s of shame and agony to the execu- 
tion, yet Provnli'iiee was pleased to ov^r-rule 
it with a wise intent, that, the saying of Jesus 
imoht iMus be fuljiUtdf which he spake more than 
once, (sec John iii. 14; xii. 3“^, 33; and 
XX 19.) signifying or implying bt/ what knid of 
(hath he should die, even by bein'* lilted up.from 
the earth, or by crucifixion, wbieli was a Ho¬ 
man punishment; whe|eai!' according to the 
Jeuish law, (Lev. xxm'^'ie'.) be would have * 

" . been stoned, (as his servant Stejiben afterwards 


would have left tteni li-nble to be queb- ed. Their reply shews they wi'ff inoie 
tioned for doing it, aiitl migjith.u e given aware of tins artifice, than coni men lafors 
Jiim sonic adv jiit.ii'r against tlu in , wlneli have generally been, 
a man of lii«character niiglit have wish- 
MU II III 



1^4 As jfesus was Pilate takes Jiini 1% and, exavidnes him, 

> ^ '* i' ‘ 

* V 

was,) having been impiously adjudged by them 
(.Q jj^ye deserved death as a blasphemer. (Ct)m- 
pare Mat. xxvi. 65, 66f and Mark xiv. 64, p. 


jU7, 508.) 

And when he was thus accused by the chiefs xxvri. l 2 . 
x%\n.nprmts 'and elders/ who aggravated the matter 

by theadditioti other .either eu- pri('stsancie]dcrs[of 

tirelyfalse,or grossly niisrepresentedi reproach-o»ny thmtfs,] he 

ing him as a blasphemer, a sabbari#-brt‘aker, 

' and a magician ; and, in a word, omitting no¬ 
thing which they thought might blacken his 
character, he made them -no ans:mr at all. 


Then Pilate said^ to him, Dost ihuu answer no- jg Then with Pi- 
• thijig to alt this? Dearest thou not the several late unto him, [Ah- 
charscs they produce against thee, or l)a.st thou iio- 

no concern to vindicate thyselr (rom what they „ot> [Behold] how 
have alledged ? Behold, and consider, how many many tiung? they 
and how great things they witness against thee. 

still, as Jesus knew how little all his apo- *• UAndijJos jet] 
logics would signify, he continued silent, and answeicd him to ne- 
did not answer him to any one word; so that 
Pilate the governor was greatly astonished, and ! 

knew not how to account for so uncunimon a lellrdgrcalh [Maik 


behaviour. 

John Bift yet, as the governor had heard an ho- 
xviii. nourabie report oi* Jesus, and observed in this 
33 silence an air of meek majesty and greatness of 
spirit, rather than any consciousness oi' gnik or 
any indication of a fierce contempt, he was. wil¬ 
ling to discourse with him more privately be¬ 
fore be proceeded farther. Pilate therefore en¬ 
tered again into the pratorium, which he had 


XV. j.J 

.lonv X\ III. S'>, 
Then Pildtp entered 
inlo llie )iidgm£iit- 
hall a,i;aiii, aiid<'.illc(l 
Jcsiis [and Ji'Sns 
stiioil hi lure the go- 
'ernor,] [Luke, and 
Pilate askid him, 
sav'iiitr,] Alt thon 
the king of the Jews' 


quitted to oblige th^ Jews, (vcr. 29, p. 512.) 't—Lukc 

and Cfllled Jesus in : and [aj] Jestis. stood before ^ ^ 
the governor tlieie, Pilate asked him, saying. 

Art thou indcetl the king of the Jews, and dost 
thou really p^'ietqnd to any right to govern them ? 

34 Jesu$> ansice/ied him, Dost thou say this of jc-us answered 
Iht/self, from the knowledge of any' seditious 
practices which thou bast ever pbserved in me'' did others tcUu thee 
wisit only wliat thou hast gathered from the of me? 
present clamour agaiput, tne, and hate 

• others told it theecojm¥ningme? 


I And Kheti he teat thus Ocaued, icc.J think the oUier evangelist* Telale the 
The reader may perbapi observe, that 1 story in such an order, as lo shew tin 
have transposed Mat xxvii. 11, and propriety of this little trauspobitiiiD. 
Mark xv. 3, Cut it is only because I 



Jesiis declares Ms kingdom is not bpMsst^rld, 

35 Pilate answered, Pilate immediately replied^ Aril 1 a Jew f or sect. , 

’tr. mnwVarito “"y ^'"g PMuJiwSies. ‘■'''■--JiS 

ciiiei-piiests, have tfier thaii I am informed Dyothers? I do not at 
delivered Uicd unt« all pretend to it: but thou knowest that ^At«d xviit 
done ?^^**^ *^**^ ****^**‘'“'’” and those who are- esteemed the 35 

most sacred persons in it, even the chief-priests * 

themselve$^ nave delivered thee to me its a male¬ 
factor, an^ have charged thee, among other 
crimes, with treason against C'sesar, in setting 
up for king of the country: tell me therefore 
fipeely whai hast thou done to deserve such a 
charge ? for tlie more frank thou art in thine 
acknowledgment, the greater favour mayest 
thou expect. 

•fps<'s»n$wpre<l, Jesus answered him, My kingdom is not of this 36 
of this world- if nw ^'orld, nor IS It my business or design to erect a 
kinsdom worrofthis temporal dominion, and to establish any claim 
world,thruwoii'dmy vyhich should at all interfere with that of Ctrsar, 

-riiriits fight, Out t c i - i i . i ■ i 

shouidmtchod:liver* wliich any prince has rcamn to he jealous. 

td tu till! Jfews , Indeed if I would hate entertained such views, . 

hut 11.iw IS my king-[ might have found support and eneourafif!- 
doin not from hfiiLO. -■ ' i 

nicnt Irom the very perfioii', who are now my 

accusers : and if\ bad asserted that wy 
was if this uor/df and had favoured such , me¬ 
thods of defence, wiy servants, who professed 
. of late so great and so public a regard to rno, 

K-ou/il resolutely have fought, that I might mt 
have been delwered to the Jews,^ or would at¬ 
tempt even now to rescue'me out of then* ^ 
hands: but now siiy kingdom is not from hence, 
not to be erected here; and therefore I have, 
hiicn so far from arming my folluwvrs with se¬ 
cular weapous, that the guard wlio caine to ap¬ 
prehend me know' I forbade tlicir m'aking use 
of those they had. 

e serMunU noiiU fnivc Joufihl, &c.] poared zealmisly an Cbnst’a 'iid< but a 
1 ii.iiigii our tinu'Utnui of may few ila>b U-fori?;, and ilic reasuii of then 

be iMoie liO'i.ii, ^vt, mn'iideriiig that oqr tinning against hii'n'wa!ii, hi^ not a-^^uin- 
I.oi(i vi,4.i qovi actii ill\ in th.-handit uffa 3 >ilg a temporal kiiniduin, an tlu-y cer* 
eiieinu't, I think it pi ini, that it i-tu be taiiily expi^vted he wunld bare lUme. 
taken m t><ieli an c\‘> nt. li may be ob- (Sec [.ardn, Ciedib. part i. Imok i. ehnp. 
jeeted, tiut the iiiiin lU of Chiist’sili.scf^ Vul. And ae may far- 

pli s, had all the Gm hiindit'd hfCB as- tiler add.^t^^t .i very vmall body of for- 
seinblul in uiiiis (onld have been nn ces,' under a‘ 1<‘ndeur endowed with >ucU 
rn.iii'h lor the Jcwi''h and Itoinaii powfr miraculous power as Jesus lately exer- 
at Jeiu«.’lfiiTi lint it is to be rciiiem- oised, might have iieen sufRciciitto vaii- 
bcii'd, lh.it (as Dr Ldriliiur with his iisii* quish all the Ibimaii logiono Coniparr 
al goad iviweubseives,) the populace jp- note ' on Johu vi. ]4>, Vul. I p 43t). 




7A ^ r ^ 


6 Pjhte uytsthtJms he found no fault in him. 


3"l PiJuto tli«refort 
891(1 unto him, Art 
thou a king thun? — 

—[And] Jesus aiN 
scTfd, [Luke, him, 
and said,) Thou say- 
cst that 1 am a king, 

thou hAst'said, a King; the king of th^ Jews, To this end aas i 
and the appointed Head and Goverpor of the ''f 

whole Israel of God; nor will I fever base!): u,e world, that i 
seek my safety by renouncing iny divine claim should hear witness 
to the most excellent majesty ami extensive de- 
minion; my^ jot this jmrpose was I vorn^ and heareth my 
for this end I came into the world from another ‘ok c. [Mat. vxvn 
and much better abode, that I might bear wit- 7"V‘ 
ness lo the cause ot truth in general; and m par¬ 
ticular to this great and fundamental branch of 
it: and I have given such ample proof of this, 
that tvery honest and well-disposed.per.TOw, who 
is indeed a friend of the truth, heareth my voice, 

. and pa) S 'an entire deference to my instruc- 
tions.** 


' Pilate therefore said to him. Thou speakest 
however" of thy kihgdom and thy aubjects: art 
thou then really a king ? 

^VrT*i. -f^esus answa'ed him and said, tbefei n cou- 

37 ragtjonsly witnessing a good confession^ (1 'Fim. 
* vi. 13.), 2^hoa sayest \r^hti\ 1 am indeed, as 


38 Pilate says to him, What is the truth wiiich 
tlioii referrest to, and speakest of as th\ business 
to attest ? /Ind when he had said this, as Jesns 
made a pause, and did not immediately make 
him any answer, his hurry vvouhl not allow him 
lo wait for it: so he went out again to the Jews, 
and said to the chuj priests, and the people assem¬ 
bled with tbem.atiroad, I have examined the 
prisoner you brought me in private; and I must 
fVecly declare that 1 find no fault at all in this 
man, nor can I perceive that be is any enemy 
cither to the rights of CsEsar,.or the tranquillity 
and happiness of the Jews; and therefore do 
not see bow I can with any justice condemn him 
to die. '^But his accusers refused to acquiesce in 
this, and advanced a more circumstantial charge 
against him, udiich gave occasion to that exa¬ 
mination before Herod, which will be related in 
the next section. 


IS T'ililc sjiLli iiii- 
to liiiu, M h.it I', 
truth ^ Aii<l when hv, 
ha<l ixud lhi(., he well I 
out again iiuto the 
Jews, ami saith [in 
the chiff pi icsU, anil 
lo the people,] 1 liml 
no fail It at all [iii tin-, 
man j [Luke win 

4-1 


S Fvery person John of th», OB the eu4ence3 which hi*, anil h|., hieUi- 

trufi^ hemtthmy DO«re.] What: pur Lord ^len, had j^iven of thoir iiiibsiuii ti'un 
hern says incidentally, is hd regarded Chiist, lay^ down tho same test. 1 John 
asatidniversalDsaxini; odiincere lover, qf iv. 6, We ere tj (Joit; he t/tul knowlft (jw! 
the truth mil hear hun: and kocordiiigly hearelh ut. 
iit, John, with all simpliciiy, depondinx 



B^Jinciions on Christ's exatMriMrsn 

c 

IMPROVEMENT. , , ’ ^ 

. ‘•fi 

How much exactness in the ceremonials of religion may l>c sEcr.f 
found in thoae, who have even the must outrageous contempt forcLic^Kv.r.' 
its vital principles and esstmtial duties! Yea, how much'of tbat'-'-^^ 
exactness may be made subservient to the most mischievous and 
diabolical pm-posesl These wolves in sheep’s clothing-would 
enter into the house of a heathen, lest they should be polluted, * 
and become unfit to eat the passover; yet they contrive and urge 
an impious murder, which that very heathen, though he bad 
much less evidence of Christ’s innocence than they, could not 
be brought to permit without strong reluctance, and a solemn, , 
thoug!i vam, translcrring of the guilt from himself to them. 

Justly niight our I-ord say in tlie words of David, The\jlak\to L«it« 
viy charp,e things which I knew not; (Psal. xxxv. 11.) But what’*'"'- 
can dcfciul tli^ most innocent and excellent against malicious 
slanders and defamations I Or who can expect, or even vvi&h, 
wholly to escape, when such accusations are brought against 
(’hrist, cvdi by ibe rulers pf his nation, who should jjavc bceiixxvn.ii, 
men of dl^tlngulshed generosity and honour ! But instead of this, 
they were all an assembly of murderers, and lay in wait for their 
prey, like so many devouring lions. 

Pilate would renew the examination of the pause ; and so -far John 
he acted a cautious and an honourable part. Yet, alas, 
many-that set out on such maxims, want courage and resolution ' 
to pursue them! But the courage of Christ never failed. Ile 37 
witnessed btjore- Pontius Pilate the good confession we have now 
been reading; (1 'rim. vi.* 13.) and owned Jiiniself a King, 
though lit the same time he declared, (what it were to be wished, 
all Ids followers had duly regarded,) that his kingdom is not <^3C 
this world. Greatly do we debase it, if we imagine it is; and '' 
most unwnrthy'i.s it of those that call themselves the ministers of 
his kingdom, to act as if they thought it was. Yet such is the 
wickedness of some, and such the blinddess of others, in the 
Roman church, that, though, of all the churciies in the world it 
is manifestly the most secular kingdom,'-it krrogatealo itself the 
name, not only of a part^ but of the whole,'of Christ’s kingdom 
here liplow. ' ■ ‘ 

('hrist came to bear teitness to the truth; and a careful attend-37 
ariie to his Li -itimoiiy will big,the best,pri)pf wc can give that wo 
love the truth, and the best method tyiErpah take toi make our¬ 
selves acquainted with it. And of so great importance is flu- 
truth, that it biirely deserves the attentive inquiry and the z.al- 
ous patronage of the greatest and the busiest of mankind. I.ct 
' - 4' ' '• 

■ itiMnanifc^tly the-rnustsccul.'ii king- finely iHiistraUi) in hiii muit inseiiiix.ti 
Tins Mr. Eoyse uf Dublin has disvonrsc on these voids. 



' The ’Jews ffiec^sehtm of-editions practices. 

I 

I SECT-' US not therefore, whert we begin to ask what it is, like Pilate, 
hurr)' on to some other care before we can receive a satisfactory 
answer; but joyfully open our minds to the first dawnings of 
' that celestial (iay, till it shine more and more, to irradiate and 
f ' adorn ail our souls. On the whole, imperfect as the character 
, of this unhappy governor was, let us learn from him candidly to 
,• confess the truth, so far as we have discOTcred it; let us learn, 
, Luke more steadily than he, tp vindicate tbi0 innocent apd worthy, and 
4. jjQ terras permit ourselves, in any d%ree, to do harm to those 
t ' in wlium, on a strict and impartial inquiry, we can find ho 
fault. 


•SECT. CLXXXVJI. 

Pilate sends Jesus to Jlerodj who, having treated him with great 
contenrpl, sends him hack again. Pilate in vain endeavours to 
■ persuade the Jews to consent to his release, who impiously 
prefer Barabbas, and persisl in their demands of a sentence (f 
crucifixion aifuinst Jesus. IMat. XXVII. 15—18. 20 —23. 
Mark XV. G—14. tuke XXIII. 5—23. Jolin XVIII. 3 l', 
to the end. 


I.IIKF, XXIII. 5. 

F wa$ observed in the preceding section, that 
crxxwr. w'hen Pilate came-out of the palace he bore 
an open testimony to the innocence of Jesus, and 
xxjiL declared to the priests, in the presence of the 
3 people, that “ heTound no fault at all in him 
but they not only continued strongly to urge 
their accusation, but were more violent than be¬ 
fore, saying, We assuredly know that he sHrs 
up all the people, teaching the most dangerous 
and seditious doctrines throughout allJu^hf be- 
giniiift^ from Galilei, that factious country, 
where neiiaVbeen most busy, and from thence 
making a proetfe^s, even to this place, and ga¬ 
thering up followers every where by the way, to 
the appitrept danger andr.daihage of the state. 

And when Pilate Acurd them speak f Galilee, 
he presently inquired'if the man whom they liad 
brougljt before him a Galikan. And 
finding that 'he was^ of tn^^ country, and there¬ 
fore that he property belonged to Ilerod^s Ju¬ 
risdiction, who was tetrarch of Galilee, he wil¬ 
lingly embraced thi.s opportunity to clear Idm- 
'.cil of s6 perplexing an affair, and immediately 


it'xr XXIII. 5. 
n thuy were tno 
more iioivc, ij- 
iti^, He stiiicth up 
ih(' people, tC.K'hin” 
throughout all leu- 
ly bcitiumng 
(I'alileu to tins pi a' ■ 


6 When Pilalt. 
heard of (Jalilt’C, lu’ 
a‘«kc(l ulir-tiii-i the 
man were a (iahlcaD. 

7 \ud as <iuon 
lie knew that lie be¬ 
longed unto fleriid^ 
jurisdiction, he sent 



Pilate,findijig y was a Galilean^ send& ki^ to fferod. 51^ 

him to Herod, who sent him awav to fferod^ who being himsdf a si:ct,^ 

' J«usafem**at Jerusalem in those days^ 

tjme. ing come up to celebrate the passover there. 

8 And when Herod Jnd u'hen Herod saw Jesus he looked 

?«dmTgi^d rSr he ^^!^d.ingly; for hehda long time been vety de- , ■ 
wai desirous to see sirous to See himy becuuse he had heard muck 
him of a long season, co7iceT.nii^ him ill Galilee^ (compare Luke ix. 

Md'hehoH'toh^e should bat;ean opportunity so far-to satisfy his 
seen some miracle curiosity, as to see some miracle done by him, 
done by him. j f„ight bg able aUo to determine, whether Ik: 

was as he hadoiicc suspected, John the Baptist 
ri'icn tVoiii the dead. {Coinpaie Mat. xiv. 2, 

9 Then lu* que<- Vol. I. p. 423.) And he examined him in\) 
tinned with him in fg}ords, coiicenjiiiir ii variety of particulars, 

•inswered him no- pretensions, arid the proof of liis 

thing. mission, as well as tlic tenor of his doctrine: 

but as .Jesus knew this was not a proper time 
and circumstance to enter into tliose questions, 
of which Herod might long ago have been suf- ' 
ciently informed, he made him ru>anineer. 

10 And the chiof- chiej-prksts and scribes, whose nia-10 

Kid mid"vli,pm?r. I'cf hatl prompted them to attend him thither, 

ly acriiitd him stood in the presence of the king, eagerly ac¬ 
cusing him of the same crimes which they had 
before charged him with, in their application 
to Pilate. 

11 And Hoi-)d /ii}d Ucrod,'wilh \host oi his soldiers who It 
Mt\im *arnoVK^ attended him as his life-guard, looked up- 
ind mocked Aim, dnil Oil Jesus w itii disdaiii, and treated him in a very 

contemptuous manner, like a poor iiiconsidcr 
able creature, jvho no way answered tin* ac- ■ 
count they heard of him, neither saying nor 
doing any thing to gratify their curiosity ; and 
having derided \kim^ for pretending .to.-bef a 
king, (as it was urged by bis accusers he had 
done,) in public contempt.',of that claim, wluir- 

' fie sent hm to ITerod,] It may not Bp (Acts xii, 8, 3, 85.) and great uncle ta 
mi{>ru|)rr, fur tlic ^akc of tliuse who tire that Agtlppa who was by Paul's dis- 
J(‘W4 acqiianitcd uitli the Jewish history, course bimost persuadal to bel^me a, Chii 
tu observe, that tliu was Herod Aqtipas, tian. (^Cts xxvi. 28.)—^Christ’s .nnitigti- 
the tetraich of Galilee, by whom John th« .jnent b|^qre him, when hd was Sfint bai w ^ 
B.aptist bad been beheaded, m>d whom''‘unconwtthied, was a, great additionji 
Christ bad justly represented as a fox. proof of the falsehood''Of those aeeiis t 
(Luke xiii, .IS. p. m.) Howossouto, tions wWeh tbeJbws badbiojgbt ag.iiiist 
Hernd the Great, uiider wbum Chiist was him as a seditious person, and paitii ular- , 

born; and uncle tu tlcrod Agnppa, (by ly as one who hhd stirred up the pioplii 
wliom James was beheaded, and Peter in Galilee. 

nripri<ioned,) who was eulen htj Kormsf * J 



j520 &rod Inlying treated h im mtiJi contempt^ sends him back again., 

SWT. ever it was, Herod cloihed him with a splendid airayedhiminagor- 
^igwvii b artd sent him bark to Pilatef thereby iu- 
Luke that ht: Icit him to do what he pleased 

%XXJii- with his prisoner,, but tliat for his own part he ’ 

’ 11 apprehended his pretension!^ to royalty worthy 
of derision, rather than serious resentment. 

12 Aiidf whatever Pilate’s real intentions were, la And iiu'caitu 
the compliment of sejuling Jesus torhe-cstainiii- ^ay I’l'ite imil Hc- 
dd by him, was so well taken by Itiimd; and ere made funxjs 

Herod s sending him hack to the Uoman go- tiirj wueatenmitv 
vernor was, on the other hand, such a public beueen tiicmboivr<. 

• instance of regard to him; that‘r/t<r same day 
Pilate and Herod,,became friends^ and were rc- 
, coriciled to each other: for before tins, they -were 
at enmity between themselves.^ 

13 And PilalCy having received an account of A'i»J Pilaii-, 

' what had passed hoforc llerod, called together u* Hiof* 

the chief priests, and the rulers, and with them pnisis, and the m- 
the rest of the people who had appeared against b!i>, and tin- in'Dpic, 
14hira as his acnisers, And uiut to them, You „ 

•have bronglil me this man, Jesus ot ^as^aret^, m-m unto mo, i<; 
as one tlnit has perverted the people, and taught o-in that iionoita'i 
doctrines in’uirions to your religion, and also to 
the Civil peace and the Koinan gtivernmcnt; ,n,ncd him uf. 

' and behold 1 have examined [him] lioth in your you, h-uc found no 
presence, and in private, and heard all that ' t''is lunn 
could be alledgcd against him; but I must so- 
leninly declare, that 1 have found no crime, in inm. 
this man as to the things that you have charged 
him with; nor can 1 in my conscience think, that 
you have mafde good any of the accusations you 
l.^liave biought against him; - Nor yet has 

been able to make any such discovery; yon to Inm, .ind I 


A 'ipUndtd loLf ] This e-<prpGnon 

Xw/ttwaav does not So jircperly si^- 
nify*(a8 LeClcTu readers itj a a Ai.'e n Ar ; 
nor yta.- it, as he ai)t>p4l£s, iiitt-udrd as 
a (l«r]aution of hiS idaocetirc. It was 
rathci soiur {tori^oous j(artn$ut which be¬ 
longed to rii rod or some of his oifn-ers, 
and was, perhaps, '’rawn otd, aod ihcj' 
ciothid hint with it tn defhiun of ht» 
haiinj; promnded to b' n klW. 'Hus 
usage wasesreedhiglv in>otrtit; pcihap* 
the rt'iii'iise of eonMiiunoG which fieiod 
had felt fill arcijiint of the mnnlcr >if 
I iiio (hs Taptisl, ftfuU^ri rider him e.ii - 
rioiis hou hi' joined in any'attempt on 
iliu hfu ut I'Sus, wliloh we do not f.nd 
‘ .11> he did. 

■ '!/,• I'-i-erf ut eumtt'j betvien then- 


jf’^Bf'f.] The csnsc of llu- (iimitv <-an uri- 
Jy' bn conjiu lured- pnih.-ips ii iingiit he 
the slaughter which Pil.'ih- h.id made 1 1 
Some of tlie Galiteaiis who had comcj iijt 
tu sacrifice atJerusalcni (Scel.nke mm 
1, sect cxvi.) Hut Moos, Sautin tiidv 
observes, that, considi miic; iui tlic one 
b?p(i thej< Jlousy of tlu X ns, when’ .any 
b>rMgnpowervfa-> concciiud, and on tin 
Other tli« oji{irnssii«“ nie.i'.uH . g( iM'i.illy 
taken by those who eic inci-li'il with 
coniiniteions like this wlmh I'daie boin 
oier concmftrt’d ccuiUiks, .nid i”-;).I’lailv 
lim tfccoiiu’s we half of his oWn bad 
I’li.nnctcr ancjl conduct, their loconcilic- 
tion i-> niiicb more wonderful than their 
eiiinitj'. See Saiir, Serm. Vcl. X, j» 
24d, '247. 



Pilate proposes to scourge^ and discharge h'^i. 

nothiog worthy of Aj- / g^nl vou io'kwi wttlt tlic prisoner, that spr-r. 

‘^eath is dime unto might do your utmost to convict him 

fore that prince, wIjo being a person of 
own religion, and well acqiiUinted with your laws 
and customs, might have known more of the 15. , 
matfier than myself; and yi't behold, it ap- 
pears to have be<*n Herod’s judgment, that md- 
thing worthy of death has hevn done by hinif 
fur, instead of sending him back like one who 
deserves a capital sentence, he has treated him 
like an idiot rather than a. traitor, so as plainly 
to shew that he thinks him merely the object' ' 

1 c'l",...11f ridicule, or to deserve at most but some 

cha-itisc him, .111(1 le-!>hgnt punishment. And tnerojore, tclicn /16 
lease A.,; . have chastised him by scourging, which «ill be 

an admonition to him for the future not to use 
those wild entliiisiastieal expressions which have 
gi\eiiso much umbrage and suspicion, I hill 
let [him] pn: and I behove you may depend 
Mai!k f' upon It liiat he will give us no fartlier trouble; 

[tl.ti (!io\/;inoi ^(ds >'‘>r w'oui.l he have interest eiiougli to do it, u 
vMjutj ir.iiti, fiffi/iif he were inclined to the attempt, 
ne- i ,Mi> h • miiit I usuolat the fcasl of the pa.ssover, 

poopiejoiiiprisoun, 1 i'V«u was gfowii by custom in a manner 
whomsotivci Huy ill- ucccssary,^ Jov the Iiornan when such 

rr*l ^*iV 1 ^assembled from all jiarts, tn 

\ Ami *ti)' ia was totht peoplt^ns one prisoner, a horn they 

[ti.rn a iiotiO!' pii- dfsired U) bc set at liberty, whatever crime ii 
soiuij namtu lUi- u,in that he was charged with. And there v'as't 
bnami «uh’ Ultm ^hen ill thlatti’s custody, a very mfanioiis and 
tii.ii h.Ti ’M.uh in- noted pi tsnner, whose name^was Barabbas, that 
M.o.ci'on SM'. hm Iffy jmwe other ruthau.s who had made 

lh‘‘.V.'.;ci'com.'.'ucd ihf>urreefion in the city in conjunction with 
11)11.iK'f 1,1 ihc lusur- him, and uho had also committed murder in the 
■ihn. r.mi msurn'cli n i and, besides the part he had acted 
I'\\h *o-'*'rukl \\\'u seditious not, he was a fellow of a most 

l<t .loi -i xMii —lu 1 abandoned character, and known to be a robber. 


AldiK 
XV. 6. 


■' I, 0 / f/('ii//i A.n tiffii diinr 

btf him,) 'in' iiili.isr iiit"'^«J’(jnniv an'iu 
i.iuitt licie h.iM !' s ^if'niiii'.iiion, ab Ihc 
ui.^i^iu ot ii'ii ' hit'' ri'ndiis it, I'm 
> thou^jh till', lb 'omc'tliiiig (it pa iiaupiiat 
ciuibtiii tiiKi, > ct .ts naphcliiib, (AniiuUil. 
ex ' d ,'l) 'iji )) l.ds j»rodui.i''d inpay 
ins'.wKt;!> ol the liki nitric, it woalJ hr 
tiiin li lurbliL'i' to ill ppo e that a rapiial 
sonit ii^r, Ol .any Mi itnirnt iVurn ll-iud 
whK 1 bij.'old ii't iai!'' lie tlionglii .Icsus 
dcsf'ii, il it, sh )uld hr < alh d rf n O’ctmlw, 
uj diulL 


* Vsuul, — tmd in a nnuinir ncfenroi/.] 
Tlierc WHS no law lu oblige him to thib. 
but di, dctBof gra(r .atgenerally popukn 
things this srems to InivetKCn liistfierlv 
Used by the I’.uiiiaiis to please ihcir tn- 
biitarifb, Rud now by enstuai was in .i 
iiiaiimr csUblishcil. 1 liml nosahsLiii- 
ti.ll re.iSiai to hebeve ihcri was la Ihr 
uriciiK.1 ut tins CM&tuin .my rel'i’irm e to 
the d( livernner of Israel I'ruin the (’';v i< 
tian boiid.’i at this time 



^93 It wof usual at' the feast to release a prisoner to them. 


s*cT. who had infested the highways with his villainy; * the multi, 

generally concluded he would re- 
ceive sentence of death, and would be execut- together,] crying 
- ed that day. Andy as the power of reversing aloud, began to de- 
XV. 8 . or executing such sentences then lay in the 

Kotnans, the feople tnerejorcy when thei/ were them. [Mat xxvn 
gathered together about the tribunal, began with j 
a great noise and clamour to demand of Pilate . 

[that he would do] at this passovetr had 

always done to them upon the tike occasions, 
aiul would discliarge a prisoner. 

9 And Pilate hoping that he might preserve 9 But piiatr an- 
the life of Jesus, whose innocence he so clearly sw^redthem, •saying, 
saw, determined to attempt it by tins method ; 
and accordingly, that he might induce them to release unto you one 
choose him, he proposed no other alternative at the passover.] 

' than that scandalous and outrageous criminal 

whom vv^ have just now nipntioned, and answer- j reieasr unto you ? 
V ed them, sayingy J^ou have indeed a custom, that [Darabbav > or,ic'siis, 

"' r should release to you one at the passover, and , '* , 

1 am ready now to oblige you in this attair; tj,c Jews’ [M.it. 
whom will you therefore choose that / release xxvu.— 1 “. John 

unto you ; Barabbas, that seditious and murder- J 

ous robber ^ or this Jeswt, who is called Christ, 
who in I know not what strange sense is pretend¬ 
ed to be the king of the Jews, and whom you 
see before you in the line robe in which Ilcrod 
lOhas tliought fit to array hint? For he knew that that the chiefVie.su 
the chief priests and rulers had not delivered hnd delivered hitn 
him up into his hands from a regard to justice, 
but merely o/” fMtjy at his popularity; and 
thereiore he was willing to make the proposal 
to the people in such a form as might be most 
likely, to secure his life. 

II But the chief-priests and elders, who were n But the »hicf. 
exceedingly solicitous to obtain their end, lest pm-vts [and eidemi 
this artifice of the governor should defeat all 
their laboured scheme, excited the most for- ‘iJ^ Iho^iT.iVk that 
ward of the people, [and] effectually persuaded he hhouid rather rc- 
the mob they had brought .with them, that they 
should ask the govemorj with a coptinual noise jetu's.] [Mat. xxm 
and clamour, that he wunUd rathe^ release Barab- or).] 


bas to them ; that by this means the,yioint they 
liad in view might be secured, and they might 
Mat. be sure to destroy Jesus. And therefore when 
**vii. the gfwernor answered thvm in this manner, and 
said to them again. Take notice that your choice 
lies only between these, and therefore now de- 


. MiT, xxvn 21. 

—Thegoverpor an¬ 
swered and said untc 



The Jexos prefer Parabbas to Christ. 


)'2:^ 


n.Whetlierofthe termine for yourselves, ’which of the two do you 
"se^unto you*^ * fifeifVtf 7 should release unto you ? Then^ as their 


SFCTi 
ct’lxx^ ti 


lliem 
twain 

release unto you • - i i • r'i i 

Luke xxiii. 18 . principles liad prompted them, they all cried |^„i5e 
And [John, then] y)ut again With oiw Consent^ in the same noisy 

and tumultuous way as before, saying. We wilP'*- ’>■ 
at once, not mve this [man]y but Baraobas ; away'With ■' 

[John, Not this man this \man\^ and release unto us Barabbas. And 
"ij.itBaiabbas ]Away Pilate would have let him go, they 

idease mito us La- denied the holy One and the Just, and desired 
rabbas. [Mat. xxvii. a murderer to be granted unto them. (Acts iii, 

— 21 . John xviii. tA \ 

40 _T ^ . 

Mark XV. 12. Pilate^ to divert them from the purpose Mark 

AndiMk'iteanswered, they were SO unreasonably set.upon, again 
and said ai:am unto gwered and said to them, What thtrcfcrc would 

ibcnthat 1 -b.ui do '^ovc me do with this Jtsus, ic/io 7s called 
[with.)esus, which IS Christ, and "whom, if 1 may believe your own 
eaiiedairist j ttbotn ruK'rs, so many of you are ready to call and own 

[Mat. ^he King of the Jews ? ^ And they all 1 
xxsii 11] presently renewed their clamour, and cried out 

13 And they [alt] as before, With one voice jutd 

s^vuiitohmiri K Crucify him: let him immediately be 
j.fy him .[Let him crucificd ; tor he is fit to be treated as the vilest 
be criKii'ed ] jjlave, rather than to be called our king.8 
^'luke^xxiii 20 . Pilate therefore, being still desirous to release Luke 
}>ii lie therefore, will- Jcsus, spake to them yct again; urging them 
ins to reiejse Jesus, riously to consider what they did, in thus pre-**^ 

^'^nVifuhey cried ‘^tich ail abandoned miscreant as liiirab- 

.^.lyiiig, (’ru.'dv fim, has to suiimoconta person. But they, v\!t')-2l 
ciiinfy him. (jjjt so mucii as oH'ciing any farther reason, pei- 
rihaei^^Mn/'mitw in their importunity, and cried out a.s bc- 
ti.em the thud time, fore, Saying, Crucijy [Aiw], crucify him. 

Why? whit mil And Pilate was so mtiait on delivering him ,22 
hath bedontr Ihaie Jjj, the third time, Why vi\!A 

you be so cruel as to insist upon ft ^ what ecil 


I Jf'him non rail the kinn oj ike Jea's.] 
Pil.nte ofn ii repeats ihistiili , .md it may 
seem '■ii.inne ilut he glioiild o'-r it sofre- 
quuiitl\. lb ub.ihiy lie niiglit do it partly 
to ridicule ilio^c pit .1 nee., and bring 
cunt, uipi >111 b.' M'luiiie of a Me&siah'j' 
and [iditfv t> pruCi'ii iiuiu the Jew', in 
tlicu /eal .uamst J mis, the strongest 
and mii>' public prufcisiuus uftbeirsub* 
jeciion to Cn'sai ' 

( I’l him Ac diinfinl.] By this cry 
the' declared the j:icatosidegree of i.tge 
t'lm c'jiibi'ima^i'ied; I'oi it ud'-as lirhcy 
h.i' s.iid,* 1 ct him wlium you call our 
’* ki'ig be tieated like one of the vilest 
of your slavcn, yho hasiunimitted 


“ llic most enormous crime." To hate 
iiiflii ted such a puiiisliiiieiit .as fliis on 
any free Jew, w'ould probably have been 
siiuieient to haie tlirow'ii the whole city 
and nation into an npreur; but now,they 
were Jeaf tde^C^y lliiiig but thcclaiiioai 
of passion, and in t'ueii madness fuigot 
with, how dangerous a precedent they 
might furnish the Homan governor. And 
indeed it turned dieadtully on themseh es. 
when aueh ia.it nntnbers of them were 
criicitlcd ilir their opposilioii to tlie Ho¬ 
mans dining the time of their Ki't war 
Sec note o lu the aext section, on Mai 
MlVll 



-SSli Rejlections mi thdr viokiice in persecuting Jesiiw 


i.scT. has he done I declare to you all, as I told 
tAaxxvii. you but flaw, (ver. l i, p. 520.) that / have 
found no capital crime in him : J will therefore, 
x;tliL r said, (ver. 16,) chastise him by scourging, 
: 22 and then I hope your rage will be moderated, 
and you will be prevailed upon to agree that I 
should let [A/wz] go without any farther punish¬ 
ment. 

23 But they, without pretending tdi answer the 
argunient lie had allcdged, overbore it by a 
wild fury, and veere urgent in pressing him with 
loud and importunate voices; and the more he 
opposed them, they cried out the more abun¬ 
dantly and Molently, demanding that, whatever 
was the consetpience of it, he might be crucified: 
and, on the whole, notwithstanding the farther 
remonstrance of Pilate on the admonition of his 
wife, (which wilj be mentioned in the next sec¬ 
tion,) their voices, and\thosi\ of the chief-priests 
(who, to encourage the cry, had so little sense 
of common decency, as themselves to join in it,) 
prevailed with the governor, though contrary to 
the convictions of his own conscienre, to com¬ 
ply with their request. 


% 


found no cause ot ‘ 
death in him i I ai I 
therefore chaslib>; 
him, and let hm go. 
[Mat. xxvii. Z'i — 
Mark av. U -—1 


33 And they were 
instant with loud 
voices, [Mark, and 
cried out the Diure 
exceedingly,] _ rc- 
((Uirini' ti).it he 
might bo crucified . 
and the voices of 
them, and of the 
(liier-priosts,prGv.iil- 
ed, [iMat. xx^ii.— 
23. Maik w.—14.J 


IMPROVEMENT. 

I.uke BEilOi.Dj'how all imaginable circumstances seem to consjiiie, 
to increase the infamy thrown on that sacred head, which now 
^ most worthily wears a crown of eternal glory; Of a truth, () I.ortl, 
against the holy Child Jesus, both Hes'od and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles and the chief-prtests, and the people of Israel, 
were gathered together, io do whatsoever thy hand and thy coun- 
sel had determined before to be done ; (Acts iv. 27, 28.) The 
wisest^ person on earth was hy Herod and his soldiers derided as 
a fool; the most deserving was condemned by the ekief-priests; 
and the most innocent was treated as a criminal by Pilate, and 
furiously demanded as a public victim by the Jews. All the 
proofs of his innocence are overhorue by a loud and a senseles.s 
cry; and those hosannahs with which the streets and temple 
' 11 — 2 .') were so lately echoing, are exchanged into Crucify him, crucify 
* him. So uncertain is human appluu.se, and so unrigineoiis may 
human j^udgments be I . • , , 

But ill the midst of all, the blessed Je.ms stands collected in 
* 

*' IPiSy * tt'Aat mi htfs he don* Ti writers, and particularly Xenophon, ac 
yeipxaxov‘raiqiny; Rapheliiis, (Aiinot. ex an i>lcj;aiit expletive, especiaKv to m- 
Xenoph. p. 64,) Has well pruned, that troducc a question. 
yip is often used by tlie correctest Greek 



‘,1 'X*- 

Jesus is scmirsed: 525 

» * o ^ « I 

c ^ 

himself. Firm as a rock, he bears the violence of the storm, sect. 
und is not moved by all the furious waves that beat upon him; 
and when he saw a roAAtir, and a murderer preferred before him,''"^!^^ 
and a sentence of the most cruel death clamoroubly called for and j g jg 
demanded against him, he silently commits himself to him that 
judgeth riJiJeoiis/^f who ere ]on^'brought forth his inghteous- 
ness as brightness, (tn^. hijs salvation as a lamp that burnelh.^^t 14- 
(Compare I Pet. ii. 23; and,Isa. Ixii, l.) 

Lord, if thou callest us out to share in thy sufferings,.may the 
Spint of Gad and (f glory thus rest on us! And may neither the 
scorn nor the rage of our enemies .separate us from thee, who 
did so courageously bear all this for us; nor may they ever sink 
us into any weakness of behaviour unworthy of those who have 
ihc honoui to call themselves thy JolloU'ers ! ' 

SECT. cLxx;xvin. 

^ f 

Pilate having again and again renewed his efforts to persuade the 
Jews to consent that Jesus should be released, at length yields 
to their importunity, and delivers him up to be crucified. Mat. ; 
XXVII. iy.'24--3l. Mark XV. 15-20. Luke'XXIII. 24, 

25. John XIX. 1—16.— 


.lolin 

XIX. 1 


JOHN XIX 1 . JOHN XIX 1 . 

'j’m.N rii.itctinn;. ^V/A'A’^as the priests and peo^ile of the Jews sccr. • 
j'.jif look J<'3us, continued their cluniorons demand that 
and scourged Ahh. 1,115 should be crucificd, thought it most' 

advisable to seem at least lu consent to it, and 
therefore look Jesus and scourged hinii hoping 
that, after lie had been severely scourged, the 
rage of the populace would be something abat¬ 
ed, and they might at last be prevailed upon to 
. , ' ^ consent that he should be dismissed. 

cj the gnerncr,' kivowing 

tlic governor took that It Was tllC llOlliail CUStOm tO SCOUl'ge 


Jlcen Ike soldiers, The eiange- and M.irk mention the whole ec>iic<> of 
liinlJohn so plainly spoaks of their crown- those uuelties together: or Uic uotd tj. 
vig util [nrd until iht, ami these other If, //r.'n,(whichisusedby M.'iUbrw,)'may 
iiirligntties, as pievioi i to Pii.itc's last at- only sigDifv, that it nas done ahout that 
tempt to save him, U jt I think it proper lin,e, not determining the ordi-i of each 
to transpose those ve sis in Matthew and parlienlar so absolutely as to be incou- 
Mark, which inenUoi these oircumstan* sistqnt with the most accurate and di-.. 
CCS IIS afu-i his cu.idciuibxtioii, and tpl- tinct account wfairh Jrdin gives ut the 
mediately prrrcding the execution. Sonlp.-,whole proems of this alloir. Many in~ 
of them ipight probably be repeated af* stances of Uie indetfrimnatp use of that 
ter PiUti* had delivered him to be ciu- ^larttole occurTA the evangelists; i^ei* 
eificd, while the tii<-triimciits of death Mat. iv. U; X\iv 40j Mark Mii. li 
were p^epaimji;; and therefore Matthew ,26; Luhe kx<. 10, 21; and John 





^5^6 is 'crowned huilt thorns^ mochedy and mitten. 

, ' I 

8ieT. sonmjustbcforetheypytthemtodcath, inter-t**® 
preteil Pilate’s order on this head, as a declara- ,>,*yiLnrMnLrw 
- noil tliat he was immediately to be crucincd : tormm,] and pathf-r- 
*^herffprethf:y “"to him the 

27 ^'/ito the common-hall in Pilate’s palace, whicti ' 

was called the ptccioriumf (as being the place 
where the pnetor, a Roman magistrate, used- to 
keep his court;) and there they gathered to him 
the whole band, or cohort, to insult fnd tOrnu'ut 
him, not being concerned to keep any measures 
with a person whom they looked upon as en- 
tirely abandoned to their will. And having And they strip 
stripped him of that splendid garment in winch 
Herod had contemptuously dressed him, in order a>td] put on hiin a 
to vary the mockery and affront, the^^ wantonly ‘carlet roiw: (Mark 
i hiked him in a vest of un|)«rial purple, [and] 
put OH him a scarlet robe over it, that in this 
gaudy dress he might have something of a mock 
i*. 29 resemblance to a piince: And, farther to ridi- 29 And wIk'u 
culo Ills premnsioiis torovallv, which they con- t*'® soldi®i'-''j 
shiered a-> an aIJront to their nation and empe- „f n„, p,,, 
ror, the srddiers having maliciously plaited a//uponhi.hr.ui, anri 
vrmn of thorns, put it upon his head'' aud put "*‘'J’ '‘s'**- 
a larger reed, or cane, into his right hand, to re- 
present a sceptre: and then thiy began in a hi- w,] 1.0 (d tiickm-i’ 
dicrous manner to pay their homage and saluta- bi't"it hini,[-,rir/wijr- 
lion^ to him, as to a new-created prince on his 
eoronation-day; [and] bowing the knee before km? of tim 
him, they did him reverence m a scofiliig wav, 
and mocked him, saying, All hail, thou most mag- 
nificent king of the Jews ! Had mighty monarcii I y^.. . n v., — i<i, 
we give theejny on thine accession to the crown! John xix. 2—3 J 
and then approaching him a.s if they would have 
oHerod him some present, as is- usual on such 
:10 occasions, they smote him with their hands; And 30 And they yidi 
proceeded so far as to spit upon him, even lu his ''P') «]»"“■ bim, and 
^ ery face; and at last took the ret d, or caiic, out 
of fiis hand,* and barbarously struck him with 


I* fJavwgplaitetia rrom of thorns, &c.] despriptidkis of thi rn^teinihcnns are 
U 11 c-ci-tain, ttiev mtepded hereiiy to to'-i-creditt-d, they .ur nun h larg> r th in 
liiii pndidndeil royalty to ridicule .any foiinnoiijv known in rheiu p.irth 
and eoiiteiDpt. but had that been all, a_ . < looh ihe rent -n c.mc- nut of his 
crown of siiaws riUsslit Lave served as*'band.) The woid docs indeed 

well. They undunlitedly mnunt to add sliinetiTncs signif} » Imth-r iced; (M.d. 
cruelty to ihun .spom, which especially xi. 7, sn. 20, and i, lulin. mt. 13 ) hut 
•ippeai'id 111 their striking; hiiu on the it incliidcs ail kinds of ciipcs, and it fs 
!u ad ivht'u-il.ii crown was|»ijton.~lftlip tao't probable this was a walkinff-ttaff. 



Pilate*s xvife setids to him to let Jehs (done. 527 

staote him on the it on the head; and so, asitwerC) nailed down . 
’iT—J the thorns into his I’orehead and temples, 

occasioned thereby exquisite pain, as well a$ 
great clfusion of blood: all winch tins holy xxvii. 
SulFerer bote with the utmost meekness and 30 : 
composure, neither- reviling nor threateaing 
them, but silently committing himself to the 
righteous invisible Judge. (I Pet. li. 23.) 

Mat XXVII. 19. In the piiBan time, Pilate was taken up with 
When he was sjft trying and'Condemning some other prisoners in 
..fit **11° who were to be executed that day ; and while 
sent unto him, say- he thus K’fls Silting on the tribunal he bad erect¬ 
ing, Have tiiuu rio» ed, hts wifej having by tins time been informed 
thing lo do with th.it ^ JuMis had bceti brought' before him, and 

juaimaii foi 1 have , . o > 

suffered many things was going to be giveii up to death, sent a very 
tiasdayjiia dieam importunate message/o Aiffi,'* I beseech 

because of him. nothing tO do 

with the blood of that righteous One^ against . 
w'hom the Jews are now demanding Judgment; 
for I have suffered things to-day on his 
account in a dream, and have had such terrible 
views represented to my imagiimtion in my 
sleep this very nioriiing, that 1 cannot but look 
upon It as something Divine; and conclude that 
if thou doesi upon any terms consent to his 
death, it will be attended with dreadful conse¬ 
quences to thyself and thy fami!}. 

.T.tiiN XIX, 4 . T’l- Pilate therejore, alaniied by such a message as 
laic tiiLicfore uciit this, went into the common-hall liiuisell,to see • 
wliuL they weie doing with the prisoner; and 
when he beheld with strong emotion all those 


whii'li IIm'J' p.it intohr^ hand aii a bccptrc, 
loi a blow »iih a '^light n c<i uoiild i.c:trce 
haie hi^en felt oi have ileneived a men¬ 
tion HI adet.iiluf such dicadfulsuflenngs 

** llts t«i/f seal to him,\ Wliih Itome 
uas govptiH'd by a coiiiiinmwealth, it w.is 
unusual foi tlie guieniois of piovinoc'S 
tu take then with thrni, but after- 
wardi it glow oustonury, ami the itio- 
tiuii made agmust it in the fourth year 
of I iberius »a*i’lojocted «i!h sotiie in¬ 
dignation Sec Ta. It. Amiai. lib. in, cap 
33. 44. 

• I Jiwe sttgeied many things to-day ott 
hit account in a d/enn/.f Perhaps the word 
eritjU'pcv, to-day, ijfnv imply, that she had 
dr«,iiiit these things tliat morning, since 
Pilate ruse ^ and as the Hoatlieils iiimgiii- 
od thos&^dreams most significant which 


came .ibout break of day, she might, on 
th.it account i.iy the gioater stKss upon 
them, .lansenius thinks she had now a 
n picsentation of those calamities which 
rtticinards befe] Pilate and bis family. 
(Si'e note ’ in the improvement.) But it 
IS an nnaocountable thought of Air. Flem¬ 
ing, that the devil might be the .autlior 
of this dream, by which he might en¬ 
deavour to present the death of ChiKt 
aceirding fb the .prophficies. Ilni tao 
arguini-nts, from here ailing Christa mail, 
(which is merely taken from oni version, 
, for in the original it is only tu/ SiKaiu 
Muyifi, that righleoi/s One,) and from tlie 
disquiet which this dream gave her, arc 
too inoMistderable to need a particuloi 
leply. See flcni.Chrutol Vol II.p. 3'’5 



. 5SJ8 Pilate again, deelares he foiind no fault in hhh 

SECT, inilignities anti torments which Jesus bad borne, 
fanti saw ht)vv severely the soldiers had scourged I bring him 

bun, thinking that the sight of him in so bad a forth to you, that ye 


again, am! 
iinto thtrti, 


"John 


Xlh. 4 condition might move the Jews to compassion, 
he determined to make one trial more. And 


iiLdV know that 1 
find no fault in him. 


b Then came 
siis fortii, wearing 
the Crown of thorn!!. 


accordingly he came out ag(tin to the public tri¬ 
bunal where the Jews were asst'mbied, and 
having ordered Jesus to be led thither,'')ie said 
to them, just before he appeared, Bekoldf I am 
' bringing' him out toyoit again, that ye fnay knom 
and observe it, that I cw find no fault in hhn, 
though the tortures'ho has now undergone are 
such as must surely have brought him to con¬ 
fession, if he were' indeed guilty. 

5 Then, as he spake these words, Jesus came 
out of the prcrtoriuin wearing the thorny crown, 
and the purple robe, now also dyed in bis ow n and Uirp«ip»o”ro> c, 
blood, which streamed forth from all parts of his And j tiote-viixhnnto 
body : and [Pi/aie\ said to them, Behold the tl'cm, Uehoiii the 
man > view him attentively ; and when you see 
what dreadful things the poor unhappy creature 
has suffered, let that content you; iur surely, 
t-onsidering his innocence, he has siifl’cred al¬ 
ready much more than enough. 

5 When therefore the chief-priests and\thei)\ fi When the cinrt- 
attendiiig officers saw him, fearing lest the jieo- ff'«'eforc.-ind 
pic should relent, they presently renewed tljiur 
exclamations, and eagerjy <77cd o«f as before, Crucify Am’i, cruciiv 
• saying. We know the man sufficiently; away 
with him to the cross; crucify \him\ crucify 
[Aim] ; and immediately order the wretch to 
executed* 

Pilate on thi.s.iatd to them. If ve arc thus re- . 
sohite and inexbrabio, 1 leave nun m your him, andcraciiy/fi!«, 
hands,' to dispose of him as you think fit: take for i find no fault m 
ye him therefore, if it must be so, and crucify 
[ yourselves; but J desire to discharge my¬ 
self from having any thing to do in it, either by 
myself, or by my Roman-guards; _/or, as I 
liavc told you and again, I find no fault 
in him worthy of any such punishment. 

T The Jexes then answered him. There is no 
room to represent him as a faultless person, nor 
any reason to^be backward to conacmii him; 
blit thejiC objections yon liave made oblige us 
to mention one circumstance which, for the- 
horror of it we would willingly have concealed ; 


7 The Jew!, ansner- 
ed him. Wo have 



8 Whrn ]‘iUte 
tiK'rcfire UimkI thtt 
h(‘ 

iniiit; aiiuul, 


yf Pilat€ and hif^*agatti, 

a law i);id by have a DivMn <5 latp which \vc received from sec^ 

‘“made ^3' >yhicli blasphemy is forbuldeo 

himsfcif the Sou of the hijjhest penalti®!|^ ancl hy thisf ewr 

ought to dicy tlmiigh he were not chargeable xiX.T. 
with sarlitioi) and treason, because he has ittade “ 
hiiHSfl/ the Son of the nKfet hiuh (iody in such a 
sense,^i|o creature can be; and this he de- ' 
clareti'hiii^this mprning in open court. (Com¬ 
pare’ll^ XxvJ, 63, 64; Mark. xiv. 62; and 
Luke xxif"70, p. 507 ) 

tVhen Pilate theYefore heard this expression,^ 
the viore afraid than before; ^ for the * 

Homans believed many poetical stcirios of men 
begotten by tlicir deities, and thought them a 
kind of demugdds, who could not he injured 
without engaging their divine parents in tlie 
?> Afld went again quarrtd,' tlierefore apprehending that’hjsO 

hall, *m.I sa.trS) 

.ii'sMs, vvikhcc ait a cause, he entered upuin mfo the pnlncr, and 
iiii)u> iiui Jesus taking him aside, he said to Jesus, 'I’ell me 
aaM him no aosttcr. pij^jjjiy whence thoii caincst, and from 

whom art thou descended ? nrul what is tliis Di¬ 
vine original which thou art charged with cl nm- 
ingr'f But Jesus, knowing that his innocenco 
was already apparent, even to the conviction of 
Pilate’s conscience, gave him no answer to that 
question. 

lOThfn salth Pi- Then Pilate in surprise said to him. What, 10 
iii- uiiioiiim,Spe.ik- make me no reply, and not no much as 

i.nont'.t thou not, '^peuk to Vie in Midi a circumstance as this, m 
('■at 1 hu\c power to which iliy life is so evidently concerned ? Dost 

thou not know, that 1 have, power and authority • 


f f^e WO! still more afiaid than before.! 
Though I think, with .Mi. t’r.'idock, and 
‘■evfial oth!is, the int(>i|)ifiatiou g\tMi 
in ilie paijpli) I'-o the most natural, yijt 
I cuiiiiot forbear niintioiiing that yf Or. 
Lardiii'i, who th.iik.s he was atraid of a 
sethtion amon; ihf Jei.s, From hisknow- 
Ied«:e of till'll gi Mt obstinacy in any 
thiug in <4 liK'li ichgion might '.cein to be 
eoiii'PviH'd ; .ind he adiis, he might be the 
mure rcnwiiublv iMiiiieJ on this head, 
as since the beginuiiig of his goicinm^i^ 
he hid met with two ron^mkable iiisUi»»' 
CC". of their siii iioss, oiio in a,n attempt 
he made to bring the iniaijo of C.i.sar to- 
to Jerusalem, the other-in a design he 
bad fnciiied of supplying tlu* citv with 
w.itei fit ll’..' fvpeni’c of the sacred trca- 
surji of the temple. See f a,J Credib, 
I'an 1 'Vol. I. p .’jJO—ijjb. 

\or, II. 


S tVhvnce art thru ?] It is strange Mi 
hocke should illiiik, (as he do^a. ..iu bis 
lledsonabteness of CbrisliauitV, Vol. 1 
p< 13'3 ) tha< Chi 1 st declined civin^ him 
an answer, le-t when he he.ii<l he was 
born at Hethlebeni, be should ha\e any 
,5ueh apprehensions as HiTod had entcr- 
tamed^ Pil.itc probably knew nothing 
at all of that jiropheoy, as Heiod him¬ 
self ind^d did .not, ,til! he had Icaiut 
it from the Jewish scribes whom he eon 
sultcjl on Christ's luitli (Mat. ti. 4, 5. o. 
■'Vbl. I. p. ”81.) The answer which our 

toild h.id made to'his fViriiKT inquiries, 
(Jieweil how for he was from decitmme 
anv danger} aqd the true'rt.iso.i of his 
jircseiir sihmeo was, that Pilate’s uii- 
stcadv conduct rendered him unworthy 
of any fai ther information. 


C M 



^'}S'30 Pilatci convinced hf his^ imiac^et sought to rekaM him. 

to o'Uiifu thce^ and havepbto^er tghrelease thecy 

I please, nutwiihstanding ak the clamorous de- 

^^^^^inainia ol’thine eiK'inics.^," ' 

desui- calmly replied. Thou coulist have m n jeaus answer- 
f\ power at all against me, except it werh given ’i'**'’” couideM 
thee from above, from the God of keavep, Whose „^.°7e^ccpt 
providence 1 acknowledge in ail thegg^vents:' it were gnen thru 
therefore he n'ho has delivered me tdrtheyeven above • there- 
the Jewish bigh-priest wwh W^couriciLhaTing.^^J^ 
far greater opportunities of knowing him and hath the greater sm- 
Jiis Jaw, hath the greater and more aggravated 
sin; yet thou thyself canst not but know, that 
on the principles of natural e<]uity,an innocent 
per»oii ouglit not to be given up to popular 

12 /m/c was so far satisfied 12 And, from 

of the injustice, of the, prosecution, and of the 
, innocence or Jesus, that he endeavoured tlje 
^ more earnestly to release him. But the Jews still 
r'"' insi<,rc‘tl on his passing sentence on bun to. be 
crucified, aiulapprehensiveof the governor’s de¬ 
sign,that they elfectually might put a stop to his 

Tind t/tov nnl knoui that I have power 1 Thou conldesi have no power at all a- 
Sic ] Even they who main- gainst me, e-rcept it weie ^wen thee Jrovt, 
tain that the Jews had a poorer of exe- a2ove.] Some have thrxight that the word 
Ciiting capital sentences in Christ’s time, swu^iv, from above, nter' to the situation 
'acknowledge that power to have been of tlic teiriple, which stood much higlier 
iiiidcr the cuntiol of the Koman gover- tlian the prirtoriiiin, and thai it is as it 
nor; and that it was in fact so often Jesus had said, “ I kimw that whativer 
oantrolled, that at last the Jewish sanhe- “ thou dost against me, is only m euii- 
tlriih lemoved from the chamber in which “sequence of the .scn.fiice passed lu 
alone they Could regularly pass them, “ vouder court held above, so th,it then 
that they might not have the mortiQca- " guilt is greater than thine.” Itiit 
lion of seeing continually how little their though this would very will nccoiiui 
decisions availed, wheu the most notu- fui the connection of the latter part of 
nous criminal, if he bad but^ money, the verse, I cannot think it nltogctlicr 
coti^hity pardon fiom tlieir coiiunon just; forbad Prov idenco permitted I’l- 
mastCrs.' ^ that tlic dispute, afiei all late to sci/e (Jhnst us one dangerous to 
tlic noi^e it has made in the learned Csesat’s dignity, he would have had .vs 
world, seems at last to terminate in this much power of putting him to death as 
nicety, “ whether the consent of the R«r. he now had. It is thcrcfiue iiuicli iiioic 
“ man governor were expressly asked reasonable to snppn-e *11 leftus tu the 
“ heftire tJie .lews proceeded to an exe- permission of Uud's prov id. ni e. No 
“ cutton, or were taken for |frant«d if thought was more pr ijn i to the occasiou; 

the contr.iry did not appe^?'* C>r, in and I think the iiitcipietniioii 1 have 
other wolds, “ Whethaf the dflu'acy geven to the latter clause 111 this view, is 
“ of a sentence passed bv like Jews were;, tfltural, though not very common. Rot 
owing Uj the express ^bpseut or the if any ure natsatisicd with it, they may 
“ connivance of the Romans^” Thccon- consider whether ("la ■r,'’!) mav not be con¬ 
duct et the Jew’s in this ca.«e seems to nected with the beginiiing of the ver,;!., 
pisive the former of these to have been so that it might be tmnslated, Ikm 
the true stale of the affair; And vindicates couldcsl have no poteer ai ulC ar^ir/isl tuf, 
not only the sittostance of what Dr. Lard- unless >t were given thee fiom a', ic for H is 
iier has maintained, but the particular piuposr. (Compare note f on John vii 
nianiirr in uhicli he expresses "it, ?ec 21, stet. 
note on Mat xxvii. 2, p 'ill. 



AbouAhi Ikird fA’i Piiale brings tint odt as their king. 



but th^ Jews Criisft 
out, saying', If thou 
let this mao-go, thno 
art not Ciesar’s 
frienrl; whosoever 
makpth himself a 
king, $]>tBketh a- 
ft.iinst Ciisar. 


13 When Pilate 
therefore hoard that 
saying, he broui'ht 
Jesus forth, and saf 
down III the jadg- 
nit.nt-seal, in 'a place 
that 'is called the 
pavement, hut in the 
Hebrew, (ialibaiha. 


intention of diatJlfarging him, they eagerW cri- sEcrij 
tdoi/a^ sayin^^jjf^th^ lel this man^go off 
hb life, thm art W i^safsJriendy though thou 
bearest hi$ commission, and representest Bis per-xix. i2, 
son; for every one that wakes himself a king of 
^xsdAei jneaks 'against Casar our emperor, and 
in effe^'arraigns tbo.iegality of bis government 

here.'.’'"A'|V, 

JVhem'pilafe thertfore heard that speech^ hcj 3 
very rotieh alarmed^ as be well Jknew how 
suspicious a pripce Tiberius was, and how many " 
spies he kept on al! his officers, that nothing 
might be done or permitted-by them in any pf 
the provinces, which could at ail inteiffirc with 
his authority and, that he might not then be 
charged with any want of zeal for €-jcsar\ inte¬ 
rest, he brought Jesus out of the palace again, 
and once more sat doien on the tribunal, which 
was then erected (as was said before, p, 5l'j.) i.,- 
w'itliout ehe palace, fn a place culled in Gieok, 
Lilhpstratan, or the Pavement, on account of a 
beautiful piece of Mosaic work with which the 
floor was adorned: but in Hebrew it was called 


15- And it was tlie 
niepnration of the 
IMWiver, and about 


Gabhatha, or the High-placc, because it stood 
on an eminence, so that the judge, being seated 
there on Ins tribunal, might be heard and spen 
by a considerable number of people.* 

And it was then the preparation of the pass- h. 
over, or the sixth day of the week, and ronse- 
quently the day which foil before the paschal 
sabbath, which was observed with some peculiar 
solemnity; (sec John xix. 31, sect, cxcii.) and 
the morning was so far advanced, that it [lofl.vj 
drawing on apace towards the sixth hour^ and 
was now about the third hour, or nine in the 
morning,™ which obliged them to dispatch, that 


L All hp well knew bow siuspicious a 
pnnee Tiberius wd^, fife.] Tvery body 
that knows the (‘luiructer of I'lbenus, es¬ 
pecially ns illustrati-d by Suetonius m 
his excellent Ilistor^ will see how nalnr- 
ally Pilate might be apprehensive on this, 
bead. 

* tn IffSrexv, flabbntha.^ There are va¬ 
rious etymologies <.f tins word. I think 
the most probable is that which dciivcs 
It fioni clevoDil, and so it intimates 
its being on A;g/i, It w.is, pui haps, 
a kind of stage, or scaffold, in the midst 
et a spacious are.i lieKiU'^oiip ’o rlit pa¬ 


lace, 111 which the gavernor might place 
bimseif, on public, .and k-speciully («i ju¬ 
dicial occasions. It plainly ap}>ears from 
\be cotinaction ofthe words, that it was 
nut in hts^otise, but somewhere n ithuut, 
probably in-i|ome ujgen place. 

«■ fi'Oi drawing oh apace tawanls the 
tixis hoUf, and was now about tho third 
hour, dTc.J Difficulties which se<>iTt to 
me quite iiivinctble attend the reading 
wliicli IS generally ret.'cived. I It vti. ahm 
the siTth W/,]| wliether'we reckmi it, ac¬ 
cording to the Homan method oi coiupu- 
tati6n, 111 the morning, Or, atcurJiiig 



^32 "' htd they cried 

.s.f.it. tlicy tjii^Iit have execution clonei ,as usual, be- 
noDn A,ml I^ilatc, finding hfe must, after 

P**'>ple, and hotiseUt Cothe death 

14 oi .K'mis, lest his former strujigle sbduld be mis- 
" repivisented a't Uonie, was reseived* to-' manage 

this incident so as to procure from Jews a 
public ackunwledgment of Cicsar's lujtbority: 
t/rtf/therefore, pointing to Jesus, as.l)ie'^n6w ap- 
' peared in this mock pom^ of ro)altyi‘5%cifffvs tu 

•< the ./('«'?, who were ]wesent in vast numbers, 

lie/H'hl yni/r Ung, if you tbink.-fit to awn liini, 

15 as It is.>a(d many of ypu have dpiie. Bitf they 

again cried cut with indignation and disdain, 
Jnunj Xi'ith [/iin?,] awayu'ilh tve^aro so 

far from owning bun, that we desire thee to cru¬ 
cify him. Pilate w/y.t to them. What, ithall / 
C) uefy your khifi? Hoiv strange, and how ex- 
tiavagiiiu a dt'inand is ih^! And the c/iitj priests 

. unsu ered, in the name o. all the jieople, IVe have 


(he sixth hour and 
he saifh unto thf 
JewH, Uehblii yuiif 
king' 


15 Ent they enrd 
out Awiv with htw, 
anay with hint, ern- 

rilyhim. I'llales&iUi 
unto them, 3iall I 
tniLifv viiur king? 
1 he chief priests an* 


to the Jewish eomiiutalion, tneive at 
noon.—The best euminuntators I know, 
(and ainuni' tin- rest ot Pr Ouy^e,) 
think the whole diffieulty of reconciling 
these words of John with M-njt, who tells 
U.S, (chap. s{\. 25, sect, clxxxix.) that 
Christ WAS micilied at tho third hoer; 
and with Matthew and Lnke, who exact* 
Iv agree with him in iixing the time of 
that darkness which happened while 
Christ hung upon the cross, (compaie. 
Mat.xxcii 45; Liikexxiii. 44; and Mark 
XV. .2'>, sect, cxci.) r.s easily' solved by ' n- 
derstaiiding it,' according to the Roman 
account, of SIX in the morning 11< t as 
tolm was a .lew, and elsewhere seems to 
use the Jewish account, (.lohn i. 39! iv. 
6,52 } that very supposition is in general 
improbable. Or if, out of regard to he 
Coteiderations w(tich the learned, but 
here dubious and perplexed Zeltnenis 
has urged, ('•ee Zeltner. Mor Pilat p 14, 
Bf sffj ) w e were to grant in general a sup 

f iosable case; very strong ghjeceions «ill 
lb.igdinstsupposinglthere.: Porthough 
we should with many critics take it fw 
granted, that ihc pas<;oveV here felt late 
in April, (which was the latest it coutd 
fall,) the sun wouM notriMat Jcriisalom 
till near'five o’clock andotfe cannot sup* 
piis^ the sanhedrim assembled tUt about 
break of day. How then is it po^siblc, 
that their cundemnatimi^ of Christ, his 
srr.iignnKnt and examination, first be¬ 
fore I’llate, then before Uerod, together 
with Pilate’s reiiegted examinations of 


bun, and conferences with the lew'- about 
bnii as ,tIm) the ebauKi <if die^s,‘•coui;^- 
ing, crowning with tinuns, N.c should hi* 
dispotchi-d by su J Tin verj content, of 
the preceding sections sci in to demon¬ 
strate lh'M'<>iitiai> —I'nthc othei hand, 
it could not now be tw live at nooii, since 
Mark assures us to the contrary, and his 
account is confirmed both by Mailliew 
and Luke. (See the places just now 
quoted, and note ^ on Maik xv.25, sett 
clxxxix )—I cannot Ihtrctore but con¬ 
clude with f'olurtielui:, (Ob‘'eri p 77 ) 
Eeza -mil Erasmus, that instead oi the 
sixth we should read the third hour, that 
K nine in llic morning. For tins wc 
have the authority of the C'aiiibiidsc ni.i- 
niiscript, and of f'eterof Alex.indriJ, vrho 
txpressly asserts it was rfiS, ttte thml, ni 
the ongintil copy, which he says conf - 
nued ill his lime, and though as Dr 
Mill abtindBuilv shevk in Iua Aiinotaiiori 
on this plntcr, all the lic'-t innnusciipix 
and ancient ursions .arc on the other 
side, 1 am obliged here to follow tlic vu- 
porior aulhoritv of cuiimorf sense, how¬ 
ever III siibuiission tu the ,greatest num¬ 
ber of copiv's, I ha e still retained the 
common leading in the version, and have 
only given what 1 apprehend to be the 
true leading in the paiaphias'*.—Some 
other unsatisfactory hypothesis will be 
touched on in the note referred to 
Si'e a l.xrg« and accurate vick' of Ihi in 
in Wolf. Cur. I’hil. Vol. I. p.ige 9tiy— 
970. ' 



Pila^' 

iiwcred, We luTe ;i» 
kin? but Caur. 


Mat XXV U. 34, 
When Pilate ±>awth3t 
ho could pro ail no* 
thing, but iliut rather 
a tumuli was made, 
he .to(>k water, and 
washed ,bia hands be> 
fore the muiUtude, 
saying, I am iniio* 
cent uf the blood of 
this jiifat person: see 
ye to it. 


35 Then answered 
all the people, and 
sai<l, Ills blood be on 
tis, and'on our chil¬ 
dren. 


’’ i * -k' 

tbetf tm)i his blmd m Pienmhes. ‘ 


ne'king hit the emperor Tiberius Ctesar, whose 
TiJyHt authority we ail oi' acknowledge, and 
wiH always maiiUdun.. 

And Pilatej seeing thatJt signified nothing any 
.longer to oppose tlie popular torrent, but 'that 
they rather grew more tumultuous by the delay, 
was {i^te'ruuned hotyeve^ to do all he could tc; 
-make his^wn conscience easy in complying with 
this tlieir unjust request; and theretore kt took 
water^ and washed his hands in the presence of 
the multitudesayings 1 call heaven and earth to 
witness that lyum innocent of the blood of i/iLs 
righteous [maw] ; look you [to\ the coosequonces 
ol shedding [tfj; and remember you are answer- 
able for them, whatever they may prove. And 
all the people (iHsweredi saying, VVe wll venture 
those coiiseqtieiK'os, may his blood, if innocent, 
be on us, and on oiinhiidi t n l and may the curse 
of shedding it, lie upon us throughout all ge¬ 
nerations ! ® 


SEC«il 

c' 



■ He iiiok wa'n, and i^oshi'd hit handt, 
iic ] It‘ 1 ^ noil kijown, tlut the .lewb in 
some c.i'-ei, nero appui.ired to uask thetr 
knndi, ns a solemn token, that tliey were 
not themselves conoeiuid iii the murder 
committed by some unknown person: 
(see IVut. xxi. 6—th) but, as th i was al¬ 
so a rile llut wa^ tiecjiicutly dswI by the 
(iiTitilcs in token ul' innoceiu'C, il is mure 
probable, that Pilalc, who wx, a Gentile, 
did It Ill conformity to Uiein. See (iro- 
tiu«, Ml loc. and Ktsner Observ. Vol 1. 

p 122, 121. 

o Af/itf bn blood be on ue, and im ovr fhtl- 
dien!] As this terriMe imprecation was 
dreadfully answered m the rum so quir k- 
ly brought on the Jewish nation, and the 
calamiticb which have siuce pursued that 
wretched people, in almf>sl all ages and 
countries, so it was peculiarly illustrated 
in the seventy with which Titus, merci¬ 
ful as he naturally was, treated the Jews 
whom be took during thetiiege of jerusa- 
leia; of whom Josephus luniHclf writes, 
(Bell Jud, lib, V. cap. 11, (al. vi. (3,) ^ 
1.) that fX'vciyo.'xivcir »Kr«wjs7«, having 
been fOMrged and I 'rtured in a vety (ips^e 
pvtamr, Ibeij uvi ui rvcified in the ricw. atid 
near the walK uf this city^j perhaps, 
among othir places, on mount Calvary; 
and it is vei y probable, this might be tho 
fate of some uf those very person^ whii 
aows^oincd in this cry, a^-it undoubtedly 
Wrus of many of their children, for Jo¬ 


sephus who was an cyc-witncFS, evpresy- 
Jyde. liirts, “ that the uumbirot tb>>sc 
“ thus crucilied tvas so great, UmI tlicie 
“ was not rO'iiu fur the crosses tu stand 
“ by each other; and that at Irist they 
“ had not wocxi enough to m.ike t 'ossc. 

ot.” A passage which, C'.p' i lally v«h(.ii 
cumparid with the ver-e htlo e ii>. iru- 
prfs,f-s and asionisbes me bcyaid .my 
Ollier which I reculleit in the whole stoiy. 
It this were not the very ot Vid, 
pointing,out their crime in ir'itifyoig fin 
Son, It IS hard to say what could d-M-rve 
tu be called so.—IJsner has abundantly 
shewn, that among tlic Gre< ks, the |kt- 
sons on whose testimony glhcis wcieput 
to death, osed, by a very sulcmn exeoia- 
lion, tw devute thcraseives to tbi^ divine 
vengeance, if the pemon to condemned 
wte not really guilty. (Eisner. Ubserv. 
Vol. I. p. 12IJ—135.)--Wc aie told by 
Giotics, (de Juie Bell. & Pac lib in. 
cap. 4. § 9, No 3.) that'litus command¬ 
ed the women and children of the Jcn'« 
to be exposed in theatres, and there tu 
be devoured by wild beasts: a fact who li, 
1 should have thought it cxtrcir.civ pru- 
peg to hieution hen', if any aiithoiity 
trefe prllduced to suppoit it.' But as I 
Cannot meet with any such account m 
JoBe}iihus, 1 wcn ready to ascribe what 
OroUus »iys of it, to a shp of .mciuury 
in that great erititi; especially, consider¬ 
ing how improbable it was, that so In r 



25 


1^4 'Filate- condemtiS' hiirt'i^and deliw^s hifn to be cnic^kd. 

JjstEQf. jitul when they had said this, Pilate^ who now 

!^<^vviis somt’thinj? easier in his own mind, and was 
desmms to ndtiij^ thepeapie,'^ since he,perceived 
IpCjif. It could be dt)ne no other way, protiqunced sen' 

2‘i fencef that what tlury demanded should be done, 
and that Jesus should be put to death. 

/hid'm pursuance of that sentence, hdlrdeased 
to them Barrabas, who (as was said he|bre) was 
thrown into prison for seditionafid muMen but 
whom, aggravated as his crimes were, they had 
importunately desired in preference to Christ; 
and having (as we related above^,^Jdbn xix. 1, 
p. .525.) already scourged Jesus, he did not re¬ 
new that torture ;*> how'cver, he delivered him 
to their will to be crucified, with such circum¬ 
stances as they tlinuglit proper; and they soon 
shewed that their tender mercies were cruel. 

And when the Jewi.sh mob had thus prevail- 
ed, after they had mocked and insulted him fora 
^ while, just astlie Roman soldiers had beforedone 
in the prirtoi linn, deriding his pretences to a 
kingdom, and abusing him like the vilest slave, 
they took the purple robe of from him,^ and having 
dressed him again tn his own garments, they led 




^fLlTKB* XXIII. 24. 
And PiUto [willing 
to conteni the pivc 
pie] gave fpntciice 
that it hhoiild be as 
they required!. [Mark 
jtv. 15.—J 

25 And he released 
to them [nar.ibl>as,| 
that for sedition and 
murder vas cast in¬ 
to prison, whom 
tlicy had dcMrod, 
[and when he had 
scourged Je^ns,] he 
deli veicd him to tjieir 
will to becl'iicilied.] 
[MatYXvii 20. Mark 
sv.—15. John nijr. 
It.,-] 

Mat. XXVII. 31. 
And after that they 
had mocked him, 
they took the [pur¬ 
ple] robe off from 
him, .-ind put ins 
own raiineiit on him, 
and led him away to 


mane a prince as 1'itut should be guilty 
(,f such altnual unexiinipledjjruelty. On 
thecnntiary, in the only passage [ re¬ 
collect, wiiere Josephus speaks of ex¬ 
posing the Jewish captives to wild 
beasts, (Joseph Hell. Jud. Ub. vi cap. 
!' ^al. vii. 16.) ^ 3.) it 18 expressly said, 
that Tii'is sold all who were under i»e- 
s putcen years old. 

1* TJmroui to ioltify the people: y, fnamv 
779i>i7«t J Ashiaformeradministrationhad 
^nen them a great deal of disgust, he 
might very probably think it absolutely 
neoessary thusto appease them: yet they 
•iltcnvaVds followed him with their aocn- 
°ati'iua to his ruin; and thus, by the 
riittiteoiis Judgment of God, he lost all 
the advantage which he hoped to gain 
by itiifl base compliance, as Felix did, 
when he afterwards iqibved Paul on. the 
same unworthy principles. Acts xxtv. 
27, . 

4 Haung already scourged Jtmst Ops* 
7 »xXBJ«-«r.] Many enties, hud ankohg.tbe 
rest Klsoer, (Observ. Vol. I. p. 1125.0 
>hewD, flipt scourging used to precede 
rriicifiiiiion; but as John, rybo is most 


exact in his account of this pait of tir 
story, mentions his ha\ ing bi eii st oiiigt il 
before, and says nothing of the repetition 
of it, (which, coiibidering Pilate’s eou\ n - 
tion of his innocence, he would proli.-iMy 
spare,) I choose to interpret the noid iii 
till- manner, which the original will very 
w'cll bear 

V Ihey took the purple lobe off fiotn hm.\ 
It is observable, as wc have seen abn\ c, 
p. 5'2f), that Matthew, (chap, xxvii. 2K ) 
inentiott .1 a jcar/c/ rehe, xi)*wv»i» 
and Mark(chap. xv, 17, well as here,) 
4 purple garment, nu rooyj^i. I take m't 
nport me bi deterinine, u hot her either of 
these words be used fot the other, waving, 
as m some other cases, the most exact 
signilication; or whether there were Aw 
gormewtf used, a purple oai, and over that 
a fCirlet robe. However, it i.s probable, 
whatever they were, Pilate, or any of bis 
Chi^officers would not cover his bleed- 
itigi body with any thing better than 
andd, and perhaps tattered habit, which 
answered'their conU'mptnous purpose 
much better than the best which the go¬ 
vernor’s wardrobe could-hare afforded. 



ReflecHons m the condemnation of CkrisL 5^. 

crucify h-iui [Mat^ Jiim uway to be crucifsdt in the manner which sECfti 
^ we shall presently relate. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

Let us now, by a lively a£t of faith, bring forth the blessed Jobs 
Jc.sus to our imagination;- as Pilate brought him forth to the peo- 
plet Let us wim affec^nate sympathy survey the indignities 
which Were offered him,' when he gave his back to the miterSf and v«r. i. 
his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair ; and hid not his face 
from shame and spitting; (Isa.4. 6.) Behold the man, wearing 
his purplcirobe and thorny crown, and bearing the reed which 
smote him, in his right hand fora sceptre! Behold, not nierely; 
the man, but the Son of God, thus vilely degraded, thus in- 
fautously abused ! Shall we, as it were, increase his suflerings, Juim . 
and, while we condemn the fury and cruelty of the Jews, shall ***■ / 
WQ crucify him to ourselves afresh, and put him to an open '' 
shame? (Ilcb, vi. 6.) Or, sliall wc overlook him with slight , - 
and contempt, owd hide our Jaces from him, who for our sake 
thus exposed his own ^ (Isa. liii. 3.) 

Let the caution even of this heathen judge, who feared, when ''j ® 
he beard ho so much as pretended to be the Son of God, engage 
us to reverence him, especially considering in how powerful a 
manner he has since hacn declared to be so', (Rom. i. 4 ) Let^ 
us in this sense have nothing to do with the blood of this just' ’ * *■ 
Person.—Let his example4pacb us patiently to submit to those 
suiforiiigs which God shall appoint for us, remembering jthut no 
enemies, and no calamities we meet with, could have ant/ power John 
against us, except it were given them from above, ”■ 

How wisely was it ordered by Divine Providence, that Pilate 
sliould be obliged thus to acquit Christ, even while Ikj con- ’ 

dcmiied him ; and to speak of him as a righteous person, in the '26 
same breath with which he doomed liim to the dead) of the iiiosi " ’ 
flagitious malefactor ! And how lagaentabiy does the power of 
worldly interest over conscience appear, when, aftet alt the 
convictions of his own mind, as wallas the admonitions' of his 
wife, he yet gave him up to popular fury. O Pilate, how glon- i.nke 
ously hadst tYiou fallen iti the defence 01 the Son of God ! and 
how ju.stl)’^ did God afterwards leave thee td perish by the re- 
sentment of that peo|de whom thou > wast now so studious to 
oblige!'' < . 

• J^ave thee to peiisli, JTc!.} Josephus lib. ji. cap. 7.) that quickly 

(Antiq. lib. xviii, chap. 4. [al. J,} § 1. 2.) after,'(haviun,^as others say, beeo bn> 
expressly assures us, thatPiiate, h,aving nishedto Vtenno iaGaul) he laid.Moleuc 
slam a considerable number of seditious hands upon Mnweif, falling on his own 
Saaia^tans, was deposed from his go- sword. Agrippa, who wasan eye>witnesv 
Tcrnmcnt byVitellius, and sent to Tt- to many of bis enormities, speak'^ of h:ut 
berms at Rome, wbo died before he ar- in his oration to Cains Cesar, as oncwlio 
rntd there. And Eusebius tells us, bad uecna tuanofamost iiifatnons cha. 



. Jesus ts taken to tivo malefact^s ; 

Who cat! without trembling rekd that dreadftti imprecation, 
; ///y blmd be on tis, and on our ihildren ! Words which, ev(Mi 

lo tins day, have their remarkable and terrible accomplishment 
; jdivii.iij."! ibat cursC, which has pursued the Jews through .seventeen 
, hundred years. [ ord, may it.at length he averted, and even 
; turned into a blessing! May tliey'^^ijoifc on hint u'honi fhey have 
piercidf and mourn, till all tlie nibstihatJy of tneir hearts be sub¬ 
dued I till they bow down in glhcl stibagtlssion to that King, whom 
God has set on his Holy hill, and thus iSrt'e brouglit'themsdvesto 
reign with him hi Everlasting honour and joy! 

SEC T, CCXXXIX. 

Jesus, hein^ delivered up hj Pilate to the rage of the people, 
bears his cross to Calvary, and is there natled to it. Mat, 
’ . XXVII, 33—'U. 38. Mark XV. 21—23. 25. 37, 28. Luke 
XXIII. 26-34.—John XIX. 16—18. 


John XIX.— 16 . john'XIX-h. 

Vlxstiix ]\fG^V after IMate had passed sentence upon they took j<‘ 
w-'v^ Jesus, to satisfy thoyestless clamour of the "“S and led him 
John Jews, and had delivered him to the soldiers to 
.XIX. 16. jjg erucilicd, his prosecutors, having gained 
ibeir point, hastened his execution; and hav¬ 
ing insnlrccl and abused hUu (as was said before), 
they took Jesus, and led him away to that ter¬ 
rible punishment. * ^ 

take And, to expose him to the greater ignominy ii-m xxiii 

x.xiir. and reproach, and to prejudice the people more t^"'uihermaittaLtoi- 
strongly against him, there were aho two other 
\mcn, who xoeri^ condemned to die upon the 
cross for a robbery, and weie well known to be 
great maiefactors, that were led out 61 Jerusalem 


racter (Philo, Jiid, in Log h. 1034^; 
and by that manner of spc^akiiigi ai 
V.ikiiiiiii wcIlobsorvtHf, it IS plainly inti- 
inatud he was then dead. Probably the 
.icousaMons of other Jews fallowing htiii, 
had before that provedJiis (loetruotlon.' 

7 heij look Jtm anddfd It 

IS crideiit, this text ia parallel'to Mat. 
xwii.—31. and Mark xv.-rUO. But I 
baic here, as in-soine otherlfiKtances ot 
twq or ttiora parallel pasti^^ put tine 
at jhc eouelusion of a former seotloa, 
and the lj|bur at the beghuifng of the 
next, for a better ommecttoQ.'rr>l may 
itlro aUd, that tbia .seems to me the exact 


place of Mat xxvii. 3—10, in nhifb the 
evihgelist relates the tr.igieal end of 
.TtidiiSi but ( hope 1 shall he indulged in 
transpusing it,p.trtly that 1 may piUbcnc 
a better propbrti»n in the h ngth of the 
, sections, and chiefly th.it I may not in- 
tdrupttlie impuriant story of Christ’s 
passioh; and 1 morecasili aihiw myeclf 
fo do it, because piohablv the \crv same 
' obnuideration engaged Matthew a littlo 
to anticipate it. Let it only here be ob¬ 
served, thst ,t)]i' death of this traitor 
seems to hare happened before that at 
hisMastm*: so spmily did the J>ivine 
vengeance pursue his aggTavate(K,crinip, 



'ind heating his ttass, is led may to Golgotha. 5S7. 

frd with him, to be him, to bt executed at the satnc time ; tliat s-ect, 
l*utto deaiu. -jj company he niight*bd thought to sulFei 
John XIX. j 7 for the worst of crimes. ‘ 

And he bcai ng hiii Jesus, thus attended as a criminal, wasxix. il. 

2 '«< fa heavy part of' '' 

place of a scull, Aw <^0*^ 011 liis stiOiilders, according to the cus- 
which 1“ (Mih'd in toiu of those who Were to be crucitled ; and in 
the Hebrew, Golgo- ii^junher ke teenf Out of the city to a place 
which lay on the western side of Jerusalem, hut 
a little without the boundaries of it, vchich urn 
called in the Mebiyv'i language Golgotha, [or] 
ike place of a scull; because the bodies of many 
criminals, having been executed on that little 
eminence, were buried there. 

Lukb .will. 26 . And as they led him on, Jesus was now so Luki* 
And as thi y h'd him faint with the loss of blooil, SO very sore with 
«i7/o/^c?ii’ne”^^^ lashes and bruises he had received, and so-*’ 
mini by iia’rni',] fatigued -With the load of such a laige piece of 
[Riaik, the father of timber, t|)at he was not able to proceed so faht 
Air ■v.iiidtT and Kii- desired, especially considering how little 

vining out ut the time they liad before them to hni.sli their work, 
coiiiiiiv, rt«r/| t'icv \nd as lie was advancing slowly to the place of 
laid hr> 1(1 oil p\t.i;iitiori, they met on tlie road a poor yVfri- 
pc'ied lo tear hib oaii, wlio wa.sfl iiotive Of Cyrene, namedomon, 
cr.*.',] on \\m the father oj Alerander and RufiS, who after- 
thev Uii.i the (I ^^ards became Christians, and.w'eiv of some 

tbdi liiMu unt U • i > i i i 

after fesub. | lit. churcli; this Simon at that lime 

')j. Alarh .w. was passing by, as became out oj the countey to 
Jerusalem; [and] l/icy immediately Laid fluid on 
as one fit tor their purpose, finding him 
a strongman, and it may be, susjiccting that lie 
was a favourer Jesus; [and] preteiiJuig that 
the authority of the Homan goiernor im[)OMer- 
ed them to press any they met for this Si'rxice, 
they compelled him to carry at least one end of 
hin cross ; and on him they laid the 

ioweV'h'm 

company of pe^ipii, And Q great multitude of people efowded ufier 


X \\.1 

>1 j 


i* TarryinifH he-ivvpQrt of Afjcrojf, wnl 
4W< (>♦ the I'ltv, ■ JJr f.:i diior b.is 
abmwl.iritiy pi.iicd fi.itii many qu'>ta‘' 
tiob', that It w.is ru'-lrt’i.iiiy, not only fnir 
the Jews, (N'linb 1 ItniKS xxi. 

]'), AftM Ml. ''S, 1 lint .I'si for the .‘♦ici- 
Imii-, Kphcsi.u..iml ifomans, tocirccuto 
th ir inai-'fdCi,.>|.i withont the 'jales. of 
till ir O'lio,. (See hu CVdibiliiy, pait i. 
V«l, T p C5t, '35.).)— What our Lord 


^aVried, was not the whalf ews, but unl\ 
that huhnrrif pTt,puf sc'itwf to whnh bii. 
ai ms uero iitti rnardi fai-ldicd; a d ului h 
was callfid mt^nt> or Twifa, suing .u i iss 
ih' ulipn, ot'uprij'ht 6e,m, whit'h n.apfMod 
in the ear’.h. This tiie ciiniinal iiMti to 
cpirji, and therefore t»as railed/urotei, 
A'o Ilisiiop Peafsoii outhc Cttsd, p '?■''> 
204. ' ' 



5$8 The'xoojnen tveepfor himt are bid to xmp for ttienmlvef. 

WT. him to see tlie crucihxion; particularly a •«'J of women, winch 
considerable luimhep'^ arcJMCrt, who bad attend- ’‘bobc’vmiodaDdja- 
ed his ministry with great delight,/o/^ni;ed him 
X^liJ. ^‘"^d occasion ; who were so tenderly af- 

aTfectod with the moving sight, that tliey not po¬ 
ly pitied him. in their hearts, but a/m vepted 
tlieir concern in tears, tiiid bcwailtd arid lament- 
28 ed him in a very affectionate manner. But 28 But Jesus turn- 
Jems tm-mng to ikons, md, M»o, ytia«sh^s feSiSir?!’ 
of Ji’rusalem, weep not for me, who am willing lem, weep not lor 
to submit to all the sufferings appointed for me, ®®> •'“t weep foi 
as what I know will issue in theisa^vation of my yourehiWren"'* 
people, and in my exaltation to the highest ^ 
glory; hut rather weep for yourselves ^ and for 
^our children, iii consideration of the dreadful 
judgments that these crimes will quickly bring 
upon this wretched people, whose calamities 
will be of much longer duration than mine. 

20P'or, let it be remi'mbered by you as my dying 29 For behold, the 
words, behold the days are surely and quickly »* 

coming, and some of you may live to see them, LjrpimJKrMhc 
tn much the innocent blood which this people barren, and the 
have imprecated upon themselves, shall come 
down upon their heads in so terrible a manner, winch **never^ gave 
that they shall have reason to say, Happy [flrej suok. 
the barren women, and the wojnbs which never 
hare children, and the breasts that never suckled 
them : for as relations arc multiplied, sorrow 
shall be multiplied with them, and parents shall 
see their children subject to all the miseries 
which famine, and pestilence, and sword, and 
30captivity can bring upon th^m Then shall 30Tiienshall ti.pv 
vvho are now triumphing in my death be 
trembling with horror, m expectation of their us; and to thv bill-, 
<nvn; and, considering present calamities as the Cover us. 
forerunne rs of future, yet more intolerable mi¬ 
series shall begin, in despair of the divine mercy, 
to say to ihe-viountains, Fall on us; and to the 
lulls. Cover us, from the more dreadful pressure 
of (iod’s wrath, which ^ 1 $ kindh d against us. 

31 For if ihm- do . these things in the green wood, 
sekats^ke dsne its^ dry f INocf. agonies as 
these upon me, who am not only an innocent be done m the dry ? 
persc^,.but God’s own Sohi when I put myself 
in the stead of sinners, what will become of those 
wretches who can feel none of my supports and 
consolationii, and whose personm guilt makes 



jtat. XXVII. ns. 
And when they nere 
conic to [the I place 
called Colcothil, that 
IS to say, [the] place 
of a scull [Luke, or 
Calvary,] [Mark xv. 
22. Luke utiii. 33.—] 


34 They g.ive him 
vinegar to dunk, 
mingled with gall ■ 
and vh«n he’ had 
tasted Iktreof, he 
^-ould not drink. 


gave him vinegar to drink mngkd with gall 6^ 

them'as proper fuel for the dirioe vengeance, '•rcv. 
as dry wood is to the consuming fire.'* cixxxHf; 

At length they arrived at the place of execu- 
tion: (Mid when they were come thither, even, /oxxvil. 
Lite place which (we before observed) was called‘6% 
ihi'‘l#ebrew that is to say^t the place of 
a littlti without the city [tin] mount 

(7(z/p(M;]jr)ijs^«vhi<'h was the usual place for exe 
cuting CF^naiff and scehied a proper spot of 
ground for the purpose, as on account'of its 
emmeuce the malefactors crucified there might 
be seen at ji eo^sfilerabie distance, and by a 
great number bfspectators;). They proceed- 31 
ed to the fatal purpose for which they came: 
and as it was customary to give to dying crimi¬ 
nals a potion of strong wine mingled vvith spi¬ 
ces, to cheer their spirits, and render them less 
sensible of their simerings, the soldiers who at¬ 
tended him gave him nothing better to drink 
than vinegar mingled with gall, by that odious 
mixture, farther expressing their cruelty and 
contempt: and when he had tasted \of it,] that 
he might submit to every distasteful circum-, 
stance which Providence allotted to him, he 
wuuld not drink any 'large draught of it, as 
knowing it would answer no valuable end to do 
it. And, as some of his friend.s had on that 
(occasion firovided a cordial cup, they gave him 
[rf/ici] a draught of generous wine to drink, 
miniiled with myrrh and other sjiices, which 
they thought proper on that,sad occasion;*^ hut 
he did not receive [it,] determining to bear the 
full force of his pains,. unallayed by any such 
preparation, and to maintain his thoughts in ' 
the most vigorous exercise. 

And it wm wsm the third hour of the day, oi <2 
nine o’clock in tlio morning,^ when they tlni^ 


Marx XV. 23 
S.nd Ihty [oAoJ 
liiRi lo clunk, uini- 
u!iiic;leduithmMili 
buthereccnedil iiol. 


Maik 

2‘i 


XV 


9j .kiid it wag Uie 
thiiil iiDiir, an(l[th(>rcj 


« TT?eif navi' kiip nlso to drink, 
minified toilh mynh ] Sninc thiiik this was 
ioiir mne, lalkd nm'at by Matthew; 
lint I appiebc nd lh>. rcagoin viinrh Dr. 
Fdwanis ba^ proilnci'd. (F.xejreit- part ii." 
N" ?, p. 17S—ISfi.) sufliuicntly prove,' 
that this wine niinglrd vntli myrrh w.is a 
dilferent mixture lioin the Vitiegaii awl 
sail, which he irceivcd i,o far as to taste 
It. Probably those pious women, some 
of thr>m„[as the story shea'<,) pci.'-ons in 
l>1>iiitiliil cirOiimstancts, whose'i!e.il «n- 
them to follqw biui tu Calvary, 


and afterwards so liberally to prepare 
unguents and aromatic drugs for his dm- 
halniing, had prov ided on tins s.id occ.(- 
gion« vomc rich wine teinpeird with 
phoice iipiees, .whifb w itli perfect propni • 
ty he refuseil to,taste,lest tpalice should 
Insinualti, he intended theretiv to u'li- 
der himself insensible of the tcr^or^ of 
death. , 

<1 It tim now tke thud kmr of the dav', 
or nine o'clock in the nioniing ] I can 
by no means agree with Vossin'-', and 
some other ciltu-, tu read ithin'liic 



540 


}Ie pfm}s on the cross Jor his amiks. 


hrou|^lit him to moant Calvary; ind tha'e^ when 
tilings were made ready, they naiied his 
Mark ^nd Ills feot to the cross, and crucified 

XV. 21, hnn. /tnd they also crucified tcith hwi the 
two molcfiuctors, for] rohbera, that were metv 
tioiied hcf'ore, the one on hisTtght hand^md 
the other on the lift; and they placed Jesus in 
the midsty as a mark of the greatest indignity, 
to prejudice the multitude the more'against him, 
and to induce them to regard him as the most 
128 infamous criminal of the three, jind thus the 
scripture was remark ably(Isa. liii. 12.) 
in which the prophet Isaiah speaking with an 
amazing plainness of the sufferings of the Mes¬ 
siah, saithy “ And he was numbered with the 


they cnu'ificd hnu: 
—Luke xjtiii. 33.— 
Juliii XU. 1 » — J 

27 And bini 
they Cl iicify (Luke, 
the malcfjctors, or] 
two thieves, the one 
oh his right hand, 
and the other on his. 
left, [John, and Je. 
SU8 in ihp midst ] 
[Mat. xXsii. 3S 
Luke xsiii.—33. 
John xix.—18.] 

28 And the scrip* 
lure uas fulfilled, 
which saitb, And be 
was iiumbcred with 
the transgressors. 


transgressors.'^' * 

Jesus made no manner of resistance to xxiii. 3i 
xxiii. 4 violence, nor did he revile them even —Then said jesus, 

when they were distorting his limbs as on a Father,forgnethem, 
rack, and nailing his hands and bis feet on the »hat^thcy dm * 
full stretch to the accursed tree; but; in the 
midst of liN anguish, he breathed out his soul in 
a compassionate prayer for his murderers : and 
pleading the only excuse wh'ch the most exten¬ 
sive charity could suggest, he strtrf, Father, for¬ 
give them, for they kiurw not what they are do^ 
ing J I'he Homan soldiers, who were the imiuc- 


suth hour; foi theie ought tji be very 
cogent reabUDfr fw dcpaiUng fnim the au¬ 
thority of 41 the best coptci and ancient 
versions: (see Dr MilV, In toe ) Nor 
can 1 think, with Heinsiqii, that the« 
words m .viark refer not to the houi of 
the day iii wtiich Cliri.st 'fias cruciticd, 
but to the length of time he had been 
upon the cross wlieti his' garments were 
dnided, which Mark had spoken of jost, 
bcfoic, in vei, 24, Fw as Mpk neil'^ 
tioiis (he sixth and the ninth hour, (ver, 
33.') tills iiiterpietatiort would oblige us 
to conclude, either that Mark «aod two 
vdry didercnt ways of outhp^itation with 
111 Ui( cuuijwiiif' of a few verses, or else 
that (’hriat.yd hot expire till he bad bien 
nine huiiVsoa the an^ss.. And as tbese 
ohja^ioi)* equally lie against GoAwvuV 
HS'W^cs'B* (Moses and Aaron, book iii. 
ehap.ll.) that wo are here to dlstinjthish 
bctw( cn the four larger and twelve '•mal¬ 
let- honrs into which the day was divid¬ 
l'd j 1 do not tbiidi it necessary more 


particularly to consider it, though tiic 
karned Oerhardus in his llariiioiiy ]iic- 
fers it to all othcr&. -C'lmpaic notr-i" ou 
John xis 14, scci. cKxxviii. 

® AnJ he was nurnbered with the Iran^- 
gressort.] I choose, in quotations from 
the Old Pcstameiit, to keep as close to 
our English lersion of the passage ijiiut- 
.ed as the Oresk will allow me, that the 
r;iheaiory ot the hearer may assist him in 
distiugiiishiug the text; else 1 should 
have rendered evii^ivv cnruhials as the 
word O'lllt’O which Isaiah'uses, seems 
also to siiinify The least odience is 
a transgression of the law of Ood, or 
d stepping over the boundaries he has 
prcsCTibcd; but this unpoitsmuchtnorc. 

f Futher, fa give them, Scc.J 'This is 
one of the most sti iking passages in the 
world. While they are actually nailing- 
him to the cross, he <;ccms to foci the 
injury these poor creatures did to their 
own souls, more than tjfe wounds they 
gave him; an^ as it were toVorget his 
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diate instrumcnte of bis death, havintr indeed seOt. 
but little knovriedge of him; and the Jews, who*^****** 
were the authors of it, through their obstinate 
prejudices not apprehending who he was; “ for 
** if they had known him, they would not have . 
'*«rucilkd the;Lord of glory.” (I Cor. ii. S,) 


IMfROVEMENT. 1 

Here let ns pause a ivhile, and make a few serious reflections 
on this amazing story, which'the evangelists relate with so 
much siaiplitity. Belndd ,the Son of God bearing his cross, 
fainting under the load of it, and at length-extended upon it, xnc. 
and nailed to it. Him they ionk, and with ti'ickcd handi crucifml 7 , iS 
and slew him; (Acts ii. ‘ 23 .) Blessed Jesus, was it for this that 
thou didst hniiour our nature by a union to thine own, and come 
from thv throne of glory to visit these abodes of misery and 
giiilt! Was It for this, that so many gracion-. discouiNcs were de¬ 
livered, and so many works of love and power peiCornicd! for 
ihi.s, that thou mi^litest be treated as the worst of criminals, and 
suspended on a cross in t!»e air, as if unworthy of a place on earth M"!* 
even to die upon! Vmazingand lamentable sight! Justly, () 
niightost thou blush to see it! justly^O earth| niightest thou“ * " 
tremble to support it ! 

l.ord, like tlic.se pious women, who had the zeal and fortitude Luke 
to attiind tbf'c, wh o tliiiic own apostles forsook thee and fled, xjmi- 
we would follow lliee vvcepirm : yet not for thee, but for our.2'7> 
selves; that our gndt had brought ns invler a condtMnnation, 
irom which wo could be rcdiemvd by nothing less than the 
preewus bhml nf the Sm of Gnd: that fMmb without blernnh /oid 
-i'ithout spot. (I IVt. i. |i?.) —We would behold'herein, the good^ 
and the nnerity of God, (Horn. xi. 22.); for whde the riclies 
of his goodness are displayed in his providing a ransom for 
ihe redemption of lost sinners, an awful proof is given of the 
sevciity of his jll^til;e, in his not .sparing his own Son, nor cx- 
iMiiptiiig him from the sorrows and .snft'erings due to sin, w-hen 
he came to pur himself in the stead of sinners: and may we not 
ill sndra view tremhU' fyrfear oj him, and be afraid of his judg¬ 
ments^ (I’sal. cxix. 120) Who can support the weight ot Ins 
indignation, cspeciaiK when it .shall come aggravated by the 
abuse of ->0 im.ch love! If these -ihings be done in the green'i\ 
wood, what shall bt done in the dry? And if such sufferings be 
inflicted, where there was not any personal guilt to kindle the 
flame, in one who answered for the sins of others; what then 


o«n imijuisiti, II) a CfUicern for ttor s.U- pre'-sivo of th? ptfsent cirDimstance; 
\at)ij<f. f ffendt’i tchut ilin/ aie aiwl indfnl it is the eiiact import oi i\ha' 

, AS tliinkni' that lersiou most c\. ^lammariiins call the prcm ut 
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ibid.. 
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- EeJiectwnsM Christas prtty^ for ki^.enemies. 

t 

will be the end of those whO)\W their own iniquities, are be¬ 
come as fuel prepared for the fire, and are as vessels of wrath 
Htted to destruction? 

How shocking is it to behold the vile indignities that were 
put upon a suilering Jesus, and to reflect pp^n the cruel treat¬ 
ment that he met with from his insulting Yet have not 

we beenrenly guilty concerning this matter? (Gen. xlii, 21.) 
Are we not chargeable vvith despising’ Christ ? and have we not 
crucified the son af God afresh^ and put him to an opek ihame? 
(Heu. vi. 6!), O may that apology be heard in our favour! 
Father, forgive them, for^ tn^- know not what they do! h’oi 
surely sinners do not know what they do, when they pierce 
Christ by their sins, and turn awiy their fares from iiiin.—r-But 
under all his sufferings, how amazing was his meekness! and 
how compassionate, the concern which he ex[)ressed for his most 
cruel persecutors! May wc learn patience, and love to our ene¬ 
mies, from so bright an example of it! May we, like him, bless 
them that curse us, and pray for them that despilefally use us, 
and persecute us > (Mat. v, 44.) Instead of being ingenious to 
a^ravate their faults, and to paint them in fhe most shocking 
colours, let us rather seek for the best excuses which even the 
worst of causes will fairly bear; influenced by that chanty wlneli, 
unconstrauied, believes i^pevil, and hopethall things even against 
hope. (I Cor. xiii. .5, 7.) * 

Gracious Saviour! thy dying prayer, uml tliy dvmg blooil, 
were not like water spilt upon the ground: they''came up in rt- 
7nembran£e before God, when tliy gospel began to bi' preat;li(‘d 
at Jerusalem: and multitudes, who were now umsentin^ to thy 
death, gladly received thy word, and were bapthfd, (Acts ii. 41.): 
and they are now m glory, celebrating that gr.u e which has taken 
out the scarlet and crinisun d^c of their sinj, and turned that 
,blood, which they so impiously shed, into the balm of ilieir 
w'ouiid&, and the life pf their soiils. 

SECT. CXC. 

f 

Christ's garments are divided by iid; and while he is himself in¬ 
sulted on the cross,, he shews his mercy to the penitent thiej, 
Mat. XXVH. 39—41.. Mark XV. 24. 26. 29—32. 

Luke XXIII.—34—43. John XIX. 19—34. 

* ^ 

.JOHN XJX. 23. 

'JfHE soldiers' (herfore, when they had thus ^pni-.N tiic 'soWim 
crUcihed Jesus, took his garments Mhch ur- ^ v ti^ n ibey hmi 
cording to custom they had stripped off, that the 
.hiinie of suHeriiig naked, might I.e added to “"'"''“t “ 



V The soldiers dioide kis gavTAents hy lot. ‘ 5kS 


made four parts, to all the agonv ufche Cfoss; and as it was usual sect^ 
fSCSng Totl executiqnent to have the garments of the cxc. 

‘upon \iicm, what criminal whom they put to death, they 
every mati -iwuid four parts of his clothes, assigning to each sol- ijv" 

n!I!^h!^coat quaternion employed on that ou-23 

was without se^in, cfl^'ton a party anti casting lots upon them which 
woven fpim the of the four tftifA man should take: end they took 
top • throughout — the'vest, ot inner-garmentl now the vest had 
Mark xv, It Luko this cui'ious circuitistaiice attending it, that it 
\aiu.—Si j was,without any seam at all, being woven from 

the lop throughout in one whole piece. * Aiid 24 
t!ie” et' 1/'^'"a ll ^^onsidered by them as more valuable 

tflcmsehe^, let us t'lnn ordinary, they said therejoreone fo^anotheVy 
not root It, hut cast Let u s /lof Spoil tliis coilt as we must do if we 
lots- for It whose It about to tear it into four parts, but let us 

sinpture[spokenVy whose the whole ot if shall he: 

the propiu'ij might and accordingly they did so, that the scripture 


III- luUiiled, I hy f/ig pyopfigf iy^y,‘n\ j„ porsoii of 

myraimS I’m'mg ^''0 Mfe.^siah mifiht tllll-, bc literally 
tiicni, iiiifj tor my wkich saitky (Psalm \\ii, 18 .) “ Theij divided 
ii>iuretiii'v ciittoasi mij garments among them, and vast lots for 

Im-VtoJ^toenlJii^r. 7 'he<e things therefore the sol- 

[Mat. 


W'll 


I 


durs duly though with the utmost freedom as to 
tlu iiiselvis, yet by the secret disposal of Provi- 
(]eiu\*, which, b) an uudisccrnecl influence on 
I heir miMtls, Ld 'iiem to act in a remarkable 
eoirosiiouderice to the Divine oracle, ^/nd, 
ihoy n.itdi.'d him "‘iv’m;. dime tb»s, they sat down near the cross, 
tiitie. j'ui guardtd him, and the other two who were 

eniniieiLwnli him, iliat none might come there 
lo rescue them beioie they were quite dead.® 


Mtr XWIf 
And -iitiiiig iliiui, 

H 

tiieie. 


Mat. 

XXV'U 


• . ■’ 

» 11 iJi eii Jnm the / /> Ihruuf./umt hi uiie oxi-fod n!» probable, that in this scripture, 
wliolo pu-i c.J Perhaps this cuiiuus gar- aud souk otliers, theiniud of the prophet 
iiiLiit might be the work and pieseiit of wa^ iliuiwn into a pieteiuaturnl t-csticy, 
'uiMi-ot iliL-pious women «ho atieiided in wtiicti, on s-mie s,ii'ietiiitiinatiotj given 
iiiiii, and iiiiiiisC'red U> Inin vif their sub-'ito hint, that he ihciein pt-tsouilnl the 
ii.iBce, ^[.uke vui. 3) The hint here Mt'Ssinli, he wiote c-vpiessly what tin* 
itiveii of itsinakc, lia-i scl'-umemccbani- Spirit dictated, without anj partrcnlai 
cal heads to work, to cuiiinve a fiaiiie regaid to himself; so that David might, 
for weaving such a vest; and a good cut for any thing I can hnd, vvitli equal pro¬ 
of it may be seen in Calmet’s Dictionai v, pnetv have written >uch a psalm, if his 
oil the viord Vesttiii-iits, Vol, III. p. I'J whole life had been as prosi'Ctouji and 
Thty ibvided /ny ^iTtnfats a^nonuthftH, piaccahle as the leign of Stilonion Ins 
&>;,] U e .lie ho wheiu told that David's son. (Compare 1 Pet, i. JO—12.)' 
goods u lie thus divided, a^d there are oThatnom-mightcome to rescue them, 

. stvcril other passages 111 the sxiidpsalni, dfc.j 'Fins was the more ncccssaiyin 
particularly that in winch mention is thiskjndofcM-cution,beiausetliew’»uii(1s 
made of piercing Ins bands and bis ti-et, given in I'rncifiMon were not gHiieiaHv 
III wliirh no Ciicunisiancc of D.ivid’s jici- mortal. The person crucitieddiwl parllv 
Miiial siiieimgs seems to luve borne ,iny by the loss of bis blood, if any large ves- 
T' .umbi.iiite. It therefore scciu'' to im- 



544 The title of King^the Jexv^ om him on ^eress. 

And, as tlie usual method cases ofcru- 57And ietopflv«^ 
.cK«v cifixion, ih^ put upon the crb^s aver his head s”ipS off 

a supt'ysirip/ion \n capital letters,** containing cusatiou wmtcn, 
’•XXvil the subhtance of his pretended crime, written this is jrsu& 
' ri "1 these remarkable words, THIS IS JESUS K“t i hf A?r 
OENAZAUETIL THE KING OFVME%' thc jew^ 

John JJi'AVS. 4nd \i\d&C:<\ \tW'iSr Pilate tyJl^Q (Mark w. ?6. Luke 


j \thu\ title, mid ordered them to pufW on the "’8.—John xix. 

' iross i which, howsoever it was designed as a jo,,,, xix 19.— 
reproach to Jesus, tvas in eflTect a declaration Arid Pilate wrou 
of his real character; an,d hy'it^ secret pro^i- Itht] and jnii 
dence of God was over-rul^ ijj a. remarkable 
and public manner to proclajnfi' 'fhe kingdom of 
Christ, while it w-as only meant to expose and 

20 ridicule his title to it. %famj rf the Jews there- iWiThH %lut]ben 
fore that came up to the feast of the passover, 

read this inscription i became the place where %sts^^Z 
Jesus was crucified was near to the city, anti lay ( ruciiud washi-'h m 
but just without the sates; and that the’ in- tiictny. and iu\a> 
scnption iinglit he generally understood, it was Hebrp>, tand' 
expressed, by Pilate’s order, in three languaL'Cs, (Leok, [andj i.inn^ 
lAnd written both i/i Jfebresp, and Greek, and xxiu.—js i 

latin letters, so that it might easily be read by 
Jews, Homans, and most other foreigners/ 

21 Now'when this inscripti'dn was drawn up, the tbfrf pnp"th'’"Lf ?C 

chi^' priests of the Tleaiv w'erc very much oileiul- jewno Piiaii-, nnte 
ed at the form in which it was exnivssed; and Kmc ‘ftiip 

therefore objected airaiiist it, and said to Pilate, 

Do not write. The kin^of the Jew's ; for wo on- the Jiws 
tirely disown linn under tliat character, as^ou 
’lyell kntowest; but rather write, that he s^, I 

-2 (im the kin» of the'J^s. WniJPilate, who vvl^s 
very much dis|i|^^cl' at the. importunity 
by which, contrary**'' to his ‘inclination and 
judgment, they ha'd extorted'fr^m him the 


22 Pilate nnswci 


sel was pierced by the nails. *hfA 
[as bci'cl nere usi.d ('.but rhiedy, by the 
violent disturtion of tiic limbs, which 
stiettthed forth as .ui^a rni'k^ a 
s'licumstance which mu'it ud' doubt oc 
ca^mn cxinusite aiigot'h. 

^ Iht’^pul ■vtThiih^d-a suf<mcripl\m J 
'Tills Bisb% (on ♦be Crifd, p, 

205), htoj^fW Laraiier, (CwJlbjlity part 
i. book 4 , (Slnp. 7, 10,, Vol. |.,p. C47.) 

have abiiiiddutly provpj to be usual in 
I'ases.ufanv' cslntoidiiiary punishment. 

and KrceA, and lain. Id- 
vtifrr.] ft was lu laun. fm- lh<- 


insajesty of rhe Roman einpne j in Grrck, 
R>r the iufaiiiKilioii (if ihc vast numbcii 
of llelJeiiJs.ts who m.ide use nf that lan- 
^ua?e, as indeed most iinn in(‘C> of ibe 
Roman empire did; (sec Uren-wost’a 
IniiuiriiW, cliiip i-J-i' ) and iii UeBrew, 
as It H.is the vitlyai l,in;roo,.;e of tie 
place,—Thiw the ni'i’ripuiui sit up i.t 
the I') j’l bibit .■>traijyi'i'< fnujii 

eopiivi^ wiitiiii ttio«;i* ..irred bunts, wa^, 
WrlUen III .ill llKeC Ihice l.'i,'.g«ajii'4. See 
JoM'pb. Ctll. Jud. |.b 1 j. cap. 2. (al, m. 
i/ ' V. 




tide 



'«d,w}iatihavcwnt. sentence of dgatK. hp had passed upon Jesusj seci^J 
tea, 1 Jave wnttep. , with'',S^e warmth, What I'have 

toritun^ T have writteA'i 'SLiid. whoever may ©b-^'^ 

• _^ 1 jV. • 1 .. I II •'...1 J Joh^’: 


XIX. S3 


ject against tt, 1 am determined it shall stand 
, . aa it is. 

M«.' XXVII I'T^hen therefore they were unable to pi«ocure .iJaK 

they wetedetera>ined publicly ^ 

andj they that pass- tiflrif a jestj B&u thtSirefore some of rhein 

cd by, rJwiied him, went iu^j^hrsori to-Calvary, to and scoff at 
[iviarkxv**^—Jcsus, even in his last momenta. 'Jnd the conu 
\xiii. 35 .-^] mon proplcy that'S/no|(i beholdins^ the execution, 
reviled him; dJ^evdh they that passed by on the 
tovA hlASphen^d him, shaking their heads 
40 'And ‘.a^ing, in an upbraiding'sfiomful mahner; jind saying,.^Q 
[Ab] ^011 diat de- bda'ster, that wouhlest destron the 

a^>ii|jiest*"U^ m buM it again in three da;ysl’\6x us 

three days, ^ave thv- now sce il thou canst saol? thyselj; and If ihau 
sdf; [amp if thou be indeed the Son of God, give us a proof of 

‘Uo« Ilf ruin ihc <ro"? “IV power now, and Come down from the cross; 

[Ma ik x\.—‘29,30.J for in thy present circumstances that will be,the 
most proper miracle thou canst work in conftr- 
t' ination of thy pretended mission. Jjid in likeAl 

[I,ukc.and Ihc ni'ki.' manner, also the eMef priests, together with the . 
also with him (loud scribcs andelders,and the rulers also themselves, 
ed/Hw ffl/irfi (mock the malice of whds$j^hearts had made«them to 
lefvM dignity of their charartei-s, and toat- 

icnbc- and eidois tciid among the iiiob upon this base and barba- 
[Miiikxv 31 — i.iikc rous occasion, joined with them in their scolfs, 
xxiii—)j—j with a scornful sneer derided him; land] 

«ircviu’dothri3, tnockmii, said one to another. Ay, this is Ac42 

Chll^t the chosen u^erfect dcliverancc and everlasting hanpincsip; 

(iod,| ihckiii^'of Is- \but] now you see he eajmot save himtclf from 

infamous exerawbn : if he be realiv the 
true Messiah, the r.lecl of iroa, and in conse- 
cjucnce of Divine choice be the kinghf Is- 

believe him FMa k ' ^ haMo often pretended, l(t him now 
XV. 31. 32. come down from the cross,\and'\suvehbm(ifU\)m 

.\xiji. 35.] death that xre may see a demonstration of his 

saving poweis, and we will then believe hhn} 


C|(>>->|, [ I uki',r/U(/sitvC 
himself,] fthiit nc 
may see,J and we will 


f lie saied othvN, jtc.] Nothini; could forced the n.^il8 from the hand-' and 
be Ixiser tb>in tli'ib to upbraid liiin with fectof a crueiliedpbr'Oii.&ofliathciniglit 
this s.i\in,.r puwei, w eh n.is not a viiii have Iciiix'd from th^ crus$. What Christ 
pretence, but b.i(i pru'luecd s<>innuv no- had so laUly done before their (*ves, and 
bic .nuJ sti'peinluus < eets, Aud it wit.s in pait on theni'eivcs in the gaidcn, w.is 
eqimllv tuue.isiMi!ible to put the ciedit if' afar more I’oiivindng displavol aduiiie 
his missi'll on his commp down from the power, than rnurel^ to Iisk dtsccniled 
■'lo.-vs'f a \ igoruus npr.iig mi^ht putsibly now, could luive bi^p, Andthougli they 
\ OLi II « N 





Kiy, they were at once ao pip|^|f}.and stupid, 
borrow on this occasion tj^^ordr foretold 
- - ^by fjavid, (PsaL xxii. S.)aodto8dy, 

ed in God^ and boasted of his interest in him j 

f 1 / If i • */• J .*»» 9 1 * 



selves not observing that this was the veiiy -lan¬ 
guage which the murderers of the Me^ihh are 
there described as using. 

tukfe yind the soldiers ahoj whq.kept guard at that 
txiil. i}6 time, joined with the rest dr^he^eqtators, and 
mocked hinn coming to him, a^ jffdring him 
. vinegar to drink m' the midst of liis agonies; 
/ 37 (compare John xix. 29. p. SS3.) And saying, 
aa the rulers and people had done, /J thou art 
reaUy, as tliou hast frequently pretended, the 
King of the Jews, ? before thou undertakest to 
■, deliver tliem, save th yself from our. power, and 
so begin to assert thy claim to a supreme au- 
thi^rity. 

3 9 And one of the malefactors ahof^ who hung on 
the. cross ivith him, regardless of that innocence 
and dignity winch Jesus manifested under all Ins 
stulorin^^ and unaffected with a sense nf his 
own aggravated guilt, upbrtitded him wilh the 
same [reproach, and] scornfully blasphemed him 
as an impostor, saying, If thou art the. Messiah, 
why dost thou not save thyself and us, who are 
40 now dying with thee? But the.other, aw'akened 
to a sense of his sin, and convinced in hiii heart 
that Jesus was indeed the promised Mes¬ 
siah, answered\i\i> doilhpanipn, and rebuked him, 
saying, Dost thou not fear God, even iiovva’Aen 
t/iou .thyself art in the hme corii^nation ? In 


43 He trusted in 
God, let him deliver 
him nov.', if be vill 
hajre him* for be 
8iild, 1 am the Son pf- 
Ofld. ' -• 


Lore XXIII. 36. 
And the soldi'ir^ also 
muoked him, coming 
to him, and oHieriug 
him \^uesar, 

37 And saying; If 
thou be the ling of, 
the Jews, save thy¬ 
self. I 


39 And one of the 
malefaeloKs [also] 
which wuro hanged, 
[or criii'iticd with 
him, o.-ist the same 
in his teitli, <z7i(/] 
wilfcd on him, say¬ 
ing, IfthoubeChiist, 
save thyself and o'!.. 
[Mat x\vu4i. M.«-k 
\v. .'j'*’ ] 

40 Ilut the other 
answcniig, lehukcd 
him, saying, Dust 
not thon fe.ir God, 
seeing thou art in the 
same condemnation ’ 


promise upon this to believe him, there - ^lSli;.nnd Mark also sayo, that they that 
lino room to think they nuiild have Here eruqfied mth him reviled km, and 
yielded to conviction, butnll they meant hence, some infer, that he v\ho afiernarils 
was to insult Inm by it, as thinking-it 


unpossihlc he should C'-cape out of their 
hands. ' 

r (f thou art the kini; of the ./esM.] As, 
this claim s^med to them the most de- 
rogatorv-t^ ifie Romt^ authority, it w no 
vonder/:^tt the soldiers grounded their 
insults on this, rathei than on his pro¬ 
fessing himself the Son of God. 

<if the malefactors also ] We ato 
told indeed by Matthey, in the ptoral 
number, that the fhie^teasfthesamctn fiis 


proved penitent, at fust joined in the 
bli^pheinv •' but bad that been the case, 
.surely Luke, in so parln-ular a narrative 
as Ins, wmild not have omitti il it, I thcre- 
(orc rather conclude, with most critics, 
that It 13 what is cominoiilv valleil an 
enalloge of niimbtn,, the plural being 
(as elsewhere) put for the amgular. (.See 
note f on Mark xiv. sect. c.xlv. p. 276, 
and note *011 Mark i. 21, seat, xxvs 
Vol. I. p, 19S.) > ,, 




41 And we indeed- 
justly; f«)rwcreteiv^^ 
the due retvarditf our 
deeds: but this man' 
hath (iqae nothmff a> 

HUES, 


44 And he said un¬ 
to JesUBf, ],ur<l, re- 
inethber me when 
thou votiK'st iiBtn thy 
kingdom. , 


43 And Jesus said 
unlu him, \eiily, 1 
t-ay unto thee, 't'n- 
day sh.ilt thou be 
with me 111 paradise. 


$nch AD a^wful ^i^^instance as cliisj dost thou sect: 
dare to, increa^4^h'y crimes with thy dyiog 
breath, and to bbhiaV^e thyself so insolently in tire 
Jmmediate view of Gdti’s righteous tribunal r xxili.. 
we indeed ss^ justly thus condenincd; /<»' tl 
no more than what it dnejor the no- ,|e 
crimeswe have committed: but i hit [man] 
hi^'^deriifi^othzng by any roeans: a7rtm^ nor is 
there the kast insolence or ahsurdftyjn that high 
claim which he has made, though appearances 
be fur the pres^7spi much agaUist it. yJn(l,i;2 
having {hu>s;ji^hhkied'hfs companion, and testi¬ 
fied his fuU'pawuaaion of the innoceiiee of Je¬ 
sus, ^c-theii'ctirccted his discourse to him, and 
said to JesUAf looking upon him with the hum¬ 
blest and the most contrite liwgard, Lrrd^ though 
this wretch derides thy mission, 1 firmly be¬ 
lieve it; and 1 beg that thou wonidest graciously 
retnember me when fhou comesi into that thy 
^/wgi/owi, to which 1 doubt not but God will raise 
thee in spite of death and hell.' And 
turning towards him, said to him, with ii mix¬ 
ture <ji the greaiestdignity and mercy, Verily^ 

I say unto thee, ani^ iiolemnly assure thee ot it 
as a most certain troth, that This v^ryfky than 
shall be with me in paradite, sharing the entor- 


tainments of that garden ol God, the abode of 
happy spirits when separate from the body 


' fJ ktn thou mnf\l vih Uty hn^dom.l 
Some bine iiiierred from b6A(.'e, tlial tins 
mak'tai'toi had Icaiiicd somethin!; of 
Ciiii'.t III piisoti, and haio iir/ed the pos- 
■“ibility ol ins having <>xefciscd, perhaps, 
a long and deep repentance th< ic, against' 
the sup[)Osition of the sudden diango* 
llini most h.iic supposed in tin; oafib/ 
lint I'luist’s kiiigdoiii was now, the Sub’; 
ject ot so much discourse, that be mighty 
on Hut day. indeed in a few minutes of 
It, haxe b.iriit all that was ncce-sary, as 
the foundation of this petition. 1 can¬ 
not theielorc but look on this happy niaiu 
(for such, attiid't all the ignuniiay anif' 
tortures of the cios , ho surely was,) as 
agloiioiis instiiioe ol the power, as woll 
as so^'creignty of Dnine gincc, which, 
(asmany have observed,) perhaps, taking 
tbeiiisl otcasioD fioin tin ;jieleinatural 
darkncliB,* vviou,i;l1t so ijowcrtully a^ to 
nroducc, by a sudden and astoiiislniig 
growth HI his last mopficats, all the vjr- 
lues jv^icli could be Crowded uitb so 


sttiall a spaop, and which wcreemiuentty 
Viaiiifcsled in Ills confo siug hts own 
guilt, in,' his admonishing his uoiiipa- 
iiii>n fur (ifittic, ■vli he hared 
Would ppge^fii|SUll to him, lu bis vindi¬ 
cating ihe'cWacter of chr.st, and rc- 
pobiug lus c^fideiice iii him, as the i oid 
of a kmgdotn beyond the gras c, v hen Ins 
enemies were tnumphiilirgo’ci hitn, and 
He himself, abandoned bv m<ist ol Ins 
fricujik, was evpimig oh a CIOS'!. Thu 
modesty as well as tin tai'li of I 113 prlj- 
tiun may ajso deserve our attimtivc le- 
mark. 

1“ Tim shait ic vath ttt la pvad/fe.] IJos 
has '■hewn (in hU Jv.\ercit. Philol. page 
49, 5^) that tius expr'ss.’on, /vot’ i/xh 
rirq, iLmikall ie with i$f, was the laiiguagix 
used v'licn inviting Quests to -an (‘uiei- 
t-umnciit; and the word p.artutisu oiiji- 
nally sigiiil’iida g&fdcttof pleasure, su<-h . 
as those iii which the eastern monaichs 
made their magpflioeiit h imiuels Se** 
Haphel. .4iiTiQt, ex X^^ph. p. 119, 

t j 1 • 



and there shall thy soon as^ 

’ jpjjcc., thod hast breatliecf thy last^^J^tnedi^ely begfirt 
to reap the fruits of that faw|i wliioh breaks 
through bo dark a cloud, and hohhbra mo in the 
midst bf this infamy and distress. , v, ,y. 


John 

XIX. 


, 4'/' ' tMlPROViMKjSf, 

How grea^and glorious does the Lbrd Jesus Christ^ d|>pcar in 
midst of at] those dishonpurs which his enemies‘.were now 
* heaping upon him! VVh^^l^ese. tapacinos soldiers were dividing 
the spoils, patting his them, and casting lots for 

his vesture, God .was working to crown him with a. glory 

* which none could take from, him, and to make the lustre, 0 / it 
so much the more conspicuous by that dark cloud Whic^ now 
surrounded him. 

His enemies upbraided.him as an abandoned miscreant, de- 
^'1*5 sorted both by God and man; but he, (though able to have come 
down from the crobs in a moment, or by one word from thonce 
to have struck these insolent wretches dead on the place, and to 
have sent their guilty spirits to accompany the fiends, under 
, whose influence they were,) yet patiently endured all, and was 
as a deaf man, who beard hot their reproaches, and as a dumb 
man that ape net knot his {\h'd\ xxxviii. la.) But as soon 

Luk« as the jkmitent thief addressed him with that humble supplica- 
xsiii. the language of repentance, faith, and hope, Lord, remem¬ 

ber me when thmt ewnest into thy kingdoin, he immediately hears 
43and answers him: and in how gracious and remarkable a phrase! 
T/iis day shalt thou be with me in paradise! What a triumph was 
here, not only of mercy to the dying penitent, but of the strong¬ 
est faith in God, thltiwhen to an eye of sense be seemed to be 
the most deserted'antf forgotten by him, and was on every side 
beset with fhe aebi^'^^'them tl^t were at ease, and with the 
contempt of the he slepp^speak from the cross as from 


a t^fone, and undertake from not onIy*to diNpense par¬ 

dons, but to dispose of leis^ ^piiri^isc! 

Most ungrateful, and fbdllsh, is the conduct of those 
who take encouragement from hence, to put off their rofienlance 
jperhaps to a dying moment; .most ungrateful, in fieivertmg the 
grace of tbe Hed^emer into' auibccasion of renewing their pro¬ 
vocations against him, a^d hardening their hearts in their im^ 
pieties: and most foolish, to imagine that what-our Lord did in 
so' singular a circumstance, is to bO drawn into an ordinary pre¬ 
cedent. This v'litpinai bad, perhaps, never heard of tire gospel 
before: and rioW now cordially does he embrace it? rrobably 
there are few s^nts in glory who ^ver honoifl^d Christ more 
illustriously this (lying sinner, ackubwi'edgihg him ' ■ 





the Lord of life, whom he .'agoflies of death j .and 

pleading bis cause wfaep his fri^^’find brethren forsook hi^, 
and stood afar off. {,Cadtpare Mat. 56t and Luke xxiii." 
49. ' ' ' ' "'I' 

But ^uch is t]ie.co|Tuption of mens* iiearts^ and suoh thO arti¬ 
fice of Sdtan, tbaitr^^other views of him are overlooked, and 
nothing rememtlfef^J^'bijt that he was a notorious pffeflder, who 
obtained mercy in liis i^artin'g moments^ Tile Lord grant, 
that noho:iyho read this 4rory here^' may be addi^ to the list of 
tliose who, despising the forbear^ipe and |otig-su^eriog of God, 
an,d not knowing that bis goj^^f^.l^ds to repentance, 
been emboldened to abuse, so as to perish, either 

without crying for mercy or, crying for it in vain,,, after 

havii^ treasured up an niejchaustibie store of wrath, misery,-and 
{Roin;i..4,5.) 


SECT.' 

CSC. 




SECT. .CXCL 


/esus^ having recommended his •mother to the care of John, and 
suffered many agonies and indignities on the crossy erpires, 
amazing prodigies attending his deathy and alarming the con¬ 
sciences of the spectators. Mat, VII. 45—51. Mark XV. 
33—39. Luke XXIll. 44-48, XIX. 25—30, 


JOHN Xl\' 21 
^OW there sti)o«l 
by the oros^ of 
Je.sus, his mother, 
and his mother’s 
sister. Maiy the u-tfe 
of Clcophii^, arid 
Mary Magdateue. 


JOH?J XIX. 25, 

^AV) vtliile he sulltTed all these insults and sect 
sorrow.'!, there, stood near the cross, of Je.tuSy 
Mary his mother,^ and his mother's sister (whose 
name was also Mary,) who was [the wife] e/'Vix.'si 
Cleophasf'and Mary Ma$4dU^iei 


» Ihs moltier.^ Neither her own daneer 
nor the sadness of the s|>ectacle, nor ^ 
rcpntache.s and insults of the pchpdo, 
could lestrain her 'troin iicrforiuinjf^ii^' 
lost uffice of duty and teuderunss tu 
PiMiiu Son on the ciiiss, (.rotiusyti^lty. 
observes, that it was .s noble instance of 
fortitude find /.eal. Now a sword (accord¬ 
ing tn Bimeon’s piophecy, Luke ii. .‘>3,) 
struck through h^r tender hc.irt, ancl 
pierced her very .smil; and {lerliapb the 
estreoiity of hei soirows might so oier. 
tbhelita her spirits as to rcuder her in* 
Capable of attending the sepulchre, which 
wc do not find that she did, nor do we 
indeed meet with any thing utter this 
cpnccroing her in the sacred story, or in 
early.antiqujty; except (hat she'contiriu- 
ed .'tuvMig the disciples after our lord’s 
aseg^sion, which Luke ohkcrre.s. Acts. 


i. U. if^l^^atfcreteiisis, a writer of the 
.seventh does indeed,tell us, she 

^died with Jdbit at Ephesus, many'jyears 
I 'lifter this, ill'an oxtrciQe old age; and it 
^appears, from a lettei tii iIIli: loiihLil ot 
Epliisus in the fifth cenluiy, th^at it was 
then believed she was burned there. But 
they pretend to shew her <-rpulfhre at 
ilcrusalcm, and many ridiculous talcsoro 
forged oonof 1 oing her death, and assuiii]i* 
tiun, or being taken up fnlo heaveti, of 
vvhichtbe best f’opish authors themselves 
appear heartily ashamed See Calmet’s 
Dictionary', Vol. II. p 14,1. , 
i> fh* mothT's tuttr. Maty [tie ti/l] Jj" 
CVrti/iAav.], It is Hot (Jeiertniiu’d in the 
original whether site was the or mo¬ 
ther or (Imi'fitfr Of Clcophas; but ciitics 
gatierally StipposOshe was his wife; and 
that he wnsalso ohed Alpheus, andwda 



lovid, lie ^aith unto 
hib mother, Woman 
behold thy son 


^50 he Tecommnh Ms mt^thUr to Ihe care-of Johnj^ 

sE=$T, also John, his mtimate frie^/ thft relater of 
' ilii'.stoiy , 

the I efore seeinq ht<t mother t and John 2^ Jesus 
AI\“ lli'diniplenhinnlu pwulwrlv/owrf itonfiMf 

his altectionate care and regard to both standm hywhomhc 

so wi ought in his heart in the midst of all his ago-. 

jnes, that fie said to hi-i mother^ Womans he- 
hold thy son; consider that dear friend of mine 
as thv own cbild^ and tieat him with the same 
alh I non and Cdii’e which thpu wouldst s.bew to 
371116 under that neai relation>^ And then he said 27Tiicn suth he 
to that dmiple, Behold thy mother^ Oind entertain to the duupie, Bc- 
, towaids hei that ie\eionce and tove uhich a *1*4.**’^ mother 
^ child owes to a woithv parent, lor I now so- thit diTu^^took 
Jcfmu> with m\ dying hieath btqneath her to her unto bia own 
thy (are. And)t om that hour that disciple took 

home Id his own [home,] and maintained 4 ' 

her most cheerliiliy and respectfully as if she 
h.ul niijet’d fneri his own mother 

ilat And Jesus IhiMng hung upon the ctoss about Mir \xmi 4 i 
*xui three hums, it s\as non near noon, oi according ^ 1* it 

l^lo the Jewish manner of expressing the tunc, ?/ jljf \['\tnhc 
nas about thi sitih ' undjiom the sixth hun thci wasdark 
hoiii, theie uas an amazing and supernaturil «*"'!» ' i-ill the land 
datkitcss oiei t/ii uhole land oi' Judea Iz//t/it 
miith hoiir,^ or tjl thjee o’clock in the ahei- ^ 


Ihp fatbrr, a? this Morv wn^ the mother, 
ot IdiiKb and lU'.r and simon, iiid )u- 
d IS nho lie tlieibforc cal ui oiir I oid a 
In thren <r kinsmen (Mat. kui s5 ) 

hiL II t(. » on Juliik XU 2% p 441 — 
Ciniriiis indteil thinks, thatClooptias was 
111 r f ithi 1 ind Aiplietis her hdi^bdiid 
Aiibi all ub raunot certatniy lii'ttiiniiii. 
U out like must other UtidOttraiTin ihle 
pr nils It IS 4 matter ol qo great impart- 
diiii I know none uho has set it in a 
piimci iiid iiisUrlicht than T>i Edwarda^ 
ixbtdt part II ^0 1,p 
' Sid lo hti tDoth I h (ijneta ] W e hiie 
qbsriM.d U eniieit, Uni Joseph probably 
Mas diad some tune before, (c iiiiiidre 
not*'i on J( bn II I, Vol I p 1 and 
11 ie*on lohnii **2 V li I p 4>tl)ar)d 
as Jb&us non shewed the tend* r Ooit* nn 
h* had for bis mother, in (ommitting hr i 
To the ban of John so thw lonccrn thst 
b* I xpressed t ir her support, must hau 
alfei Ud her no less, than if hr had called 
iKifiiothrr, whibh sinle have thought 
lit miolit not (hwe lo do, to iioid ex¬ 
posing hcj to the abases of th* popuJaci 


by a disboieiv of hei nr«r rc'a'-ion 
him But woman wis i tub iu b f n 
had used in apeiking t > his iiiotliei whi i 
no biicb laution wis nsiessns, and it 
WB6 ficqutntiv iiiphed m amiint tunes, 
Cl en to persons that were tlw iinst u- 
bpedted Sii iiote<t on Juliii ii 4, V* 1 f 
it. 151 

4 Beiutd Ihy Son ] Some haie explain 
woids IS if they mlv sigmtud, 
'‘t^huhl a person wno will (iiry it to 
** tltqe as thy lo'i, xnd will taki lai* ul 
thee But as the teuderntss of lesin, 
tor his mother is oxpie std in Ijir next 
icise, in the direction that he gives to 
J<djn to ticat her as h i> mother, it stems 
mjifi natural to undrrstjud this foimer 
exhort ition, as oxprcs ut of his kind- 
OLsi foi John, and so takr it as i dircc 
tion giva t> his mother t j i(,^ard him as 
h*r son with oil the Hhction of i tender 
paient 

* ff iL las d ihiess o er (ki, \h 0 lc 
land ] Ihert are so many plaiCs iii wliibh 
ji siirniiics a priiiruttit comtiif, apd not 
tfu uhUiailk, that lhase chosen li*,i. I 

' It a* 






noon ^ daring time, it was as dark as if 
there had beendi^l^^I eclipse of the suit, iihoiigh 
in' a natural way it*^s impossible, as it was 
46 Ai^ about the ijovir full moon. ^ /itul this darkne^, with 

JS ovetoead, 

voice, saying [Eioi,^^^# lively embi^Oi of the darltness and distress 
Eiot,] iarna sabach- oi!spirl|; With wliich the Lord oCnatore was then 

|b™gSi'ii‘retSIj overwWjnod, aM with whi^h »e straggled in 
My God,-my Gdd, thc solemn silence, and unutterable bitterness 
why hast thou ftir-of his soul. afi^t ihe ninth kour^ Jesus 
sakenme^fMarkxv. cTicd with savin^ in the Hebrew, 

or rathe^^ria, ^the ;Syriac mnguage, £loi^, Elvi^ 
U.'\ ' lania sal^'i^tkam?^'that i>, being intejyreied 

into other word^, My Oodt my God, why bast 
thou forsaken me ? which sj^s as if he had said, 
O itiy heavenly Father, wherefore dost thou 
add to.all my other sufferings those which arise 
from the want of a comfortable sense of thy 
presence? Wherefore dost thou thus leave me 
alone in the combat, destitute of those sacred 
consolations, which thou couldcst easily shcti 


1S 

cJtCbl 


,Mat", 
.XXVMv 




follow our tran-.]atir)n; and the rather, 
because the farther we buppusie this dark¬ 
ness to extend, the more unacc^ountubJc 
It IS, that no Heathen writers slionid bare 
meiitioaed it, e\ccpt I’lilegori; it he is 
indeed to be excepted. A darkness over 
thc whole earth at o&ce, must have bceji 
jircternatural at any time; and it is mo¬ 
rally impossible, that a multitude of ac¬ 
counts of it should not, even by a tiadi- 
tion of many buiulrcd y6ars, have been 
traiismilted to posterity. What is said 
of the Chinese chroaicles meatiuniug'it, 
must be very, uncei tain j and as for Jor 
sephns, his omission of it, 1 thiDkiJOt. 
More with reahou'acenunts for it, tefiis 
iinwiliingiiQss to mention a fact ^icli 
had so favourable an aspect on Chrhiia*' 
iiity. and the Jews would, no 
guise it as mueli as they could, and per¬ 
haps might persuade hin), and oUieis, 
who heard the Tepo;'t of it at some dis-., 
tance of time or place, that it was <fafy 
a dark cloud, nr a thick mist, which the 
followers of Jesus Iiad’pxaggfratcq, be¬ 
cause it happened when their Mastig' 
died. Such nepnveiitatioiis are exceed¬ 
ing uatura) to hcails corrupted by infi¬ 
delity. , 

f AS it was now full moon.1 Mr. Shuck- 
ford, Jn bi$ preface to fhe tbira volume of 
hisu^'cellentCoi'iTiectioa of thc Sacred and 
Jl^arte History of the World, ha? ad¬ 


vanced some important considenitio'ui 
to,pri^''e, that it )S at least veiv uuceiv 
tidp,''Wliethcr tlie Jewish moptF's, accoid- 
mg'to the Mosaic institution heg.an with 
a lu w muon, and conseqiientlv whether 
their passorer, which w’as tixcd to the 
foiutcciith day of the fust month, must 
always, happen at fuil moon. But he .-il- 
lows that, towards thc decline if their 
state, it did. .And itidhed Josephus, wkr-, 
being a'Jewish priest, is an unoxcep- 
tionabte.yitopiy; in this case, setiiiv to 
put ithh^qd',-all possibility of doubt; 
cxprCk8ly.ii^fting, that the day of cx- 
piatiofif'a^^'Cons^queiidy their other 
feasts, wei^'Veckoned by the age of the 
ptoon. (Joseph. Antiq lib. in. cap. 10 
^ j-5. Atx-*?*! tH |u.>iv®' Kala ffi'Ki'iV.) 

' I'.loi, lamj iabaJitheni /t iv 

evident these arc .^YrO■ Chaldnic and not 
properly Hebrew »crJ.s; for in thi, ori¬ 
ginal nt Psal. xxii. 1, it is not, as hcic, 
naV 'ftVt* hut 'Vh ’Vt* 

’joaip noV Hr.-Edwards thinks, o.ir 
Lord in his agony >^iepcatod the words 
twice, with jsome littte varjatioii, saying 
at one tiine, E/bi,‘ and at the other Pi 
This is possiblej, and if it nereutlui- 
wise, 1 doubt pot iiut Maik ha;, giicij 
us the w.ord exactly, and Matthew a k.nd 
of coiitraotioRiaf it, gee {.dMun's s L>t;t- 
cit. p. 193->-l'9ti. , „ 




' \ , 

Inroad upon my soul/£p}d^|p^tik0ti .knowest 
. ifijcpu f have done no(bii»g to 

Jeans by the use of tfjppsc wbrd«| jl?orrowed [AadJ some of, 

from t^b..gi..nipgof the twenty-scoH PS^">..£,"“.'h“!Kr^ 
spectators a useful hwit that the v¥lw^tf'^h^^ardM.^bald,[Be- 

I . I t . ._ .I migb^ wellh^d.b^J Uusmancal. 

ahy passages i,r 


XV. 35 -J 




of it referred to liim; and 
letl them -.tp observe how rtvatiy pasgi 
had then a accomphshment in but 
' if this was any pairt of the design, it w4^not ap¬ 
prehended by then); for the Jews took them in ' / 

a diiVerent sen^, and that stood 

by therey hearing [that] sound said 'm a 
scornfuf and insulting nnanuerj;^J?c4f4i;i^wfw/tf«,] 
who has been used to talk as if«he haO'earth and 
heathen at command, resolves to keep up the 
pir of die Messiah to the last",'and therefore caUs 
for $Ujah hk forerunner, as if he had any au¬ 
thority to bring that great prophet down from 
paradise to his assistance,' , 

Joim Immediately after this doleful cry, Jesus Johi Xix je. 

/Act/ all the grievous and terrible things knowm^ *that^ a'li 
he had to suffer in the way lp-death, tcere now thm^b wei e now ar* 
upon the point of being perfectly accomplished^ 
and finding himself parobed with a violent 


h IVhif hiul tkimfonalea me ?') The pi- could uoLbiH he, a rational apprehension 
pus and judicious l.ortl <'.liicf Justice of his constant favour, iiiid high apjiro- 
Hale, liU'. a strange reflection on those bation of what he was now doing,) was 
words, “ We inny (says he) with rcie- as necessary, as it was that Christ should 
■* rence conceive, that at the time of this sutler at all. For had Hod conlmiimcat- 
hitter cup, the soul of our bicsiled Rc- ed to hts Son on the cross those strung 
" deeiner was for the presimt ovcisha- consul atiuns which he has given to .some 
“ duwud wiUi so much astppft^hrneht and of the martyrs in their toi tines, nil sense 
suripw, as to overpuii(i|r'l^.'<iover the of^paiu, and con£eq[iicntly all real pain 
" distinct seijsc pf t)ie of his wohid have been swallow^ up; nnd the 

'* suHerings, at Ipyit ihcaaurp,..^i^|^^ce done to bis body, nnt affecting 

" and degree.” (HaWv Cot4eRiplationj^ eould not properly have been 

Vo). 1. p. 72.)’ But the serise gisen ^ suileiing. 

the paraphrase ft much mbre natudabj, ■. ' rome of them that stood hy, &e.] 

'I'hus in a most humble and affectht^u^' this was, as Dr. Edwards (Kxn- 

niiiitocr be reminds his heavenly Fduierf rit. <p.'t96—£03.) and .Mr. Cradock, 
'that he was only hy imputation a stniter, (Harm. p. u. 256 ) suppose the mistake 
.aud had himself done nothing to injpUj' of some fleiJenist .lews, who did not uu- 
bls dibj)le.isuic,-~l chootp not, vitit' Or. the $j>rQ-()hai(1aic language; or 

More, (ill his ThehIrigitiatW(trk3,p.292!) ■‘irfeether it proce«lei!,fir()in his being rals- 
to rendei it fioje m to wk^t dagrce, ei, B9 high, \ihat, aniid t the rude noise 
iyiU'tho'iJonaken mel- hocanfothough this arbitfld him, tjits did not distinctiv bear, 
ttould be a just version o? TO^ the ' uof pretend to say Perhaps the 
fireek word hah, which answfi« to it in ®«Iiue of tbsisc "Im did hear what lie 
Matthew, is not liable it) srdchsiinbteii- said, might misrepresent his words, to 
ty.~J conclude with adding, thjitlhis any serious reflicuoos' on the 

interruption of a joyful sens^ of his'Fa* Psahn from which, they were taken, 
‘hcr's piescnre, (though there, was',' ahd b) cgpose him to fa^cr cofltcnvpi^^^ 



drooght, tA what be hsid so seci^”'; 

SS X I K Wyr iMt 

(PtaL xxii. 15, 

Ijiix* 21.) where the Me$isiah is descnbe(l.|&cry-^ix, 2 l, 
My tongue fieaveth to my jaws, end- A '' 
"ifS|S"ipy thii?!t they guee me vinegar to d^ink,” ^ 

' that y jefidered all that^had been lore* 

told oe^rulng bim,->seid, / ihiiit, 

89 No# thirc wm Now^wfe^os iffty US UJ^ual 0»«^tb occasions,2> 

« «««//»« of near ttie cross; ^ <?»</ ™. 

w^yoiieof them ran, e^^;]!df^||^tlOlimg MS tblESt, Otlf of 

apd took a spunge, tkem wif ^Jink'd'}pungef and filled [/V] n'i(& 

'*“9 vrnrgktm'pwiini it.rmid |> sfett 
upoff ifyssfip, [oh a hyswpi which thfy had fastened on tiie top ol« 
reed,y and put it to kind of cane, or large rmi, iha/ put it up th hif 
womM, and in a conteinptui^ns manner gave it 
xxTiis'48. Mark XV. to drink'. Sut ih re^t of them that stood 
—3fi 1 by, saidi Lei {hiM\ alone,, and ki us see wkethr jy 

AUi. XXy il, 49. JiJIijq/i^ whom he has just been calling upon, u>ill 

X lie I’CSl S311U| 1 L6i I 1 * 1 * 1 riiii 

aioni*,] let iis m'p <w«<r««« stfvc Ai»i irom the crosh; [rt«aj indeed 
9*hciher JMia, mil he must If/(tc him (hwti quickly, >f at all.. So'' 
f“Tl bttle were their hcatts'afjected with this nreter* 

[oftatiikf nun down ■ i , i_V s i i i ' , i 

[Mark XV. 36 —} natural derkncss, wnlctHwd continued now three 

hour's; and. tiuis cruelly, did they insult him, 

■ evtn in hb expiring moments, which had been 

most inhuman, though he had really been the 

vilest rnal'.'factor. 

John XIX, 30.— IVhni ./('Siis therefore had receivedthevvifgai’, 

Minn .losiis tiu’re- pertectlv fulfilled the prophecies 

mnegir, im iaid, It tvwtjng to his siilieriiigs, he said, Itu finishedi 
ja tiuhiicd. ’ the,important work, fo^^wbich 1 came into the 
world, is n 9 Jiv coiripl^^^ the demands of the 
law arc satisdedy tlie of God is atoned, 

U'KB XXIH. 46 amLmy sultefiittgs ani tiow at* an end. And 
mpd Sa '“thi oii^ain %'ith a great and 
loud \uicc,i hPbaid, which plamiy slti^w.ed that much of the stiength 
Fatbur, into thy of natuM* was yet ju liuii; he said, with a lively 
I commend Father, for so I will still call 

thee, though Umt claim is .^thus derided by mine 
enemies, 1 am now cotning to thee, and into 
thy hands I commit my departing Spirit, depo¬ 
siting it with thee as a sacred trust, Which I atu 


ksuids 


k A mtel full of vme’rar.l It is well haps lh«r*fore this vinegar was set ln'w 
known, that ^lut-g.ir aud watei. (winuh for tlmir use or fur Utat ot the urucilicd 
Biixtiiii' W34 called p(>sca,) was the com* persons, whose torture would naturallji 
4 uoi/jlri|ik of the llOmaii soldiers: per* make them tbiiety. 



4^4 V j^us hk>9piA^r&i0iHe mr^ trtfUh^ 


,' 't«cfj confident thou vrilt redei'^eV^ k«ep. SpWt: aBHKwU 

token he had said thu$i his headt he nijm^f'^bowed*' Ws 

^^I'^^voiuiitiirily dw/mwdd or delivered up his Spirit^ head/and gave lip 

' tl'e ghost.] [Mat. 

; ■ behold, God by a very awful and tnira^|5]‘xU.^sS 

■ Mat. culous interposition, avowed the relation w^k|N;"jM*T. xxvii. si! 
»xvi».5i hia Son claimed, and evidently apipearej^toVake- And behold [Luke) 
the charge of-that dear and excell^t Spirit ®“"g 

which Jeans so solemnly recommend^'to him : of^thT^inple las 
for immediately U]>on hisdca^^ \^hile] the sun rent [Lube, 
was still darkened, as was ^^ryed before, (ver. i'*** 

45,) the veil of the rffmp^e/which^^parated be- ® **** * 

tween the holy, and the most holy^^ace, though 

made of the richest and strongest tapestry, teas 

fnirticu\QU&\y rent h two ill the midst, from the . . “ 

top to the very bottom ; so that while the priest 

was ministering at the golden altar, it being the 

time of evening sacrifice, the sacred oracle was 

laid open to full view: ® God thereby declaring, 

as it were, the abolition of the whole Mosaic 

ritual, which depended on a distinction between 

those two parts of the temple'; and intimating 

that a passage was opened, into the most holy 


■ He dumisscd or delivcrt-d up hUJ^int, 
and c\pircd ] The evangcliiits use 
runt nokvL in expressing our Lord’s death, 
which 1 a little i\ondcr that our translators 
render in the same manner, ken/eUM, or 
gate up the Gkht. Mark and Luke say, 
t^iKiuvrt, lie ea-ptreil , John, m-npiiaiiU ro 
■at 'jiMi, he yielded up hit ^puU, but Mat- 
‘ thaw's Liugiiagc IS yet morg singular, 
a^nKf Tavnvfui, he dismissed (as 

the same wuid xiji. 

Mark n ^[6; xi. 6, aiid d|Kiwhere.) 
Now tliKs expression seeing a4niirably ^ 
suitour [ionl's words, John x. 18. An aan 
iakelh my life fiim me, but I lay it dotijilh^ 
myself, &c. (see the paraphiaae and iipte 
them, p. ‘20%) shcwiug, as the strong Atf 
which so much impres'£<l the centurion 
did, that he died by .the voluntary act of 
his unn miud, according to the powevre« 
ceived fium tlie Patber, and iftu way pc* 
cultarto hiiuself, by which he alone*, of 
all men that ever existed, could^bare 
coiitioucd olive, evttnin th^ greatest tor* 
tUres, a*’ lung .-in be pleased,'or'have re* 
tired from the body whenever he tliOugbt 
fit. W'hich view of the ijase, by the w.-ty, 
suggests an illustration of the love of 
Christ, manifested in his death, beyond 


what is commonly observed; inasmuch 
as he did'iiot use this power to quit his 
body, as soon as ever it was fattened to 
the cross, leaving only an insensible 
ooipse to the cruelty of bis murderers, 
but ruutiniied his abode in it, witli 
a -.teady resolntiou, as lung as it was 
proper; and then rs'tned irom it with a 
majesty and dignity never known, or to 
be known, m any other death; dymg, if 1 
so express it, like the iVince ^ life 
. 'While the priest was ministering at 
.t^golden altar, 2SV ] Hiw being so high 
aVpiy, it is probable that Caiaphas him- 
se^tpigbt now be performing the solemn 
act pf burning incense just before the 
veil; which (f he did, it is inexpressibly 
astonishing that bis obdurate heart should 
not be iinprej>seil wiUi so aafnl and sig* 
(jidcant a phenomenon. TJiere is no room 
doubt, but many pf the othei priests, 
who had a hand in Christ's death, saw 
the pieces of Uie veil; which, consider¬ 
ing its .textpre, and the other circum¬ 
stances, nlusl as fully convince them of 
the reality of this extraordinary fact, as 
if they had actually been present* whep 
it was rent. 



•rnrh 


«tid th« earth dfd 
quake, and the rocks 
rent; (Ma^k xir. 3$. 
Luke xxui. 45.] 



sc^titi arise, ‘5’4^J 


Jcs6s,-which wa^ npw sEc^i' 


52 And the grates 
were opened, and 
many bt^ies of the 
feaints which slept, 
arose. . 


53 ^nd r-tme out 
of tb^ graves after 
his fcsprrectioD^ and 
went Unto the holy 
^ity, .and appeared 
unto' tn^y. 


place by the 

poured out ^ 4 )^Eunt Calvary, jfnd the cwi.Y, 
same time, to increase the terror, t^e earth trem- 
9!ed even to the very spot of ground op which xxvil:’ 
'^Ih^teinple stood, and sfeveral of the roch in the .52 
pplpbouring parts wp'e torn asunder: ^ And ^ 
“dogti^ qjf the tomifS' there were turned by the 
eartnqt^ke: aKc 4 'which was nittch more asto¬ 
nishing, a little while after, while the monuments 
continued unclo^d,, ynart^ bodies of those /w/y 
men who there, were raised from 

the dust And came out oj the toynbsbi 

after the/.i‘^ui'reaHoa of [Jesas^^ and entered 
into Jeruisilem, the holy citVj and appeared unto ^ 
mam/ attesting the truth of that important 
fact, and declaring their o^n .rescue from the 
grave, a.s a kind ot first fruits of his power over 


0^ ITis reels icere tom asuniter.l Mr. 
Fluiiung trilsiis, (in bit L'hnstoliigy, Vul. 
II p 97, 9 ft.; that a deist l.itoly travel¬ 
ling thruneh Faleitiiie was uunvetted, by 
viewiiii'oiK> of tiicse ro<ks. nhich still 
reni.tiUi loin asundfr, not in the weakest 
place, but < i'o<:s ibe vun^, a plain |)iiinf 
that It wa<i done in a snperualiiial man¬ 
ner—Saiidjs, 111 his exci llent 'fra'els, 
p I(i 4 , has given anacCutiite de ciiption 
and dcliliCdliunof tins hSMiie; and Mr. 
Maiindicliii his Journey iioin tleppu to 
Jcnisali'in, p. T.*!, "i, tell* u., tli.it it is 
about a i-pan wide -iL the 11 pei pail, mid 
two spans deep, alter which it closes, 
but opens again below, (as may be si en 
ill another 1 haprl below, contiguous to 
the <ide of Calvary,) and ii.ns d< wp to 
an unknown depth in the eaitb. Jllii 
.idd.s, that every man's sense ,and 
nuist convince binj, that this is a nofqEirl 
and genuine breach, ^ 

° Maii’i bodu’s of fuilii men xeete miiod J ' 
That iiigeinoii* vrittr .VIr. Flcuiirtg, wbd 
abounds with a vast number of pendiar 
conjectures, thinks tha> these were some 
of the most eminent; siitits incntioiied ni 
the Old Testament; and (hat they appe^V* 
ed in some cstia ndinarv splendour, am 
wcie known bv rcv( 'at,ion, as Eve's ori¬ 
ginal and lelatioii was to Addm, or Mo¬ 
ses and E'ljah to the disciples at the 
transligurutiuii lie vciituic- particular¬ 
ly to eonjcctiire v»ho they werC; but 
does not mem ton iJ.ivid airmng them 
(Fleming ol the first Resuiicc loii, p. 29 — 
lJut Mr. PieiQe (on Cijlo'. p. (18.) 
itk^.iiiis, thni it IS verv improbable 
,?iiffllt, had other saints of foiinei ages 


risen, David should hav'e been excluded; 
and sinie Acts 11. ' 34 , piovcs tli.it he did 
nut now rise, 111 coiiriudes, that thesainU 
whO' rose were sonic who died but a little 
before, perhaps such as had believed in 
Christ, and wm- well known to the sur¬ 
viving disciples It was to tie sure .a most 
surprising event, and Dr. Wh.thy sup¬ 
poses^-John V. 25 . was a prophecy re¬ 
lating to it. 

P /imi came out of the tombs after the 
rcst/rrection ol Jesus, &c.] Coiisequcnlly 
it sci'ins that the tombs stood open all 
tile sabb.ith, when the law would not al¬ 
low any attempt to close themr What 
an a-toipshing spectacle ' e-pecially if 
then ies.nr,^ction was not instantaneously 
accoinplilb^d, but by such slow dcgiers, 
as ttiatlropm^tcd iir Ezekiel’s vision 
.(b/vk. Jtxxyfi.) Yet I do imt Ukc iipnu 
pic to say that it was so; for it is im- 
, profitable too pagttculariy to conjecture 
■tfati such circumstances which aic not rc.; 
corded. For this reason als 1 I pretend 
iloC to say what became of these persons; 
though as one can hardly imagine, they 
either irnnricdiateiy returned to tb^ic 
graves 01 that they continued to live on 
earth, (because it is only said, they ap¬ 
peared to fnnriy,) it seems most natuial 
to itnagiiic, tliay a-cended into heaven 
With, or aiVer, our Lord ; perhaps from 
some solitude, to which they might be 
directed to retire during the intermcdiale 
days, and to Wait in devout cxercisc.s foi 
tbe-r change; for surely, had they as¬ 
cended 111 the view ot others, the ine- 
moiy of such a facb-cuuld not have lirun 
lost 







tv 


a gc> 


which s: 

Dyral rpsurwctioii. _ ,, „ 

ylnd vfhfn the Ronaan cesti^i^y sto^ 
'^^^^ over-aiMP^st apd guarded the «^cutioiif 
^ iau't)ia,t he so cried cM^ with such striei^gtjb^^f 
'.j. ‘ voice, such firoi cojifidence in G(r(j, 

at the moment when he {and] 

'' iphat wfi($ L4j^}/ done in sq mirafuiou^% nhan^ 
^ ijer, in those acnazing prodigies th^t ftiiteuded 
? l^s death; hp gloried O'pd by f/ree confession 
of his nersuasion of the itiii^c.W0.;9f Jesus, ^ay- 
tngj Certainly this •was a right&^^i^n; [yeajf 
iiotwithstanding all. the vile he^rd^^es which 
have been cast upon hiip, tPp^ thip.'inan wps 
w^t he declared himself to be, eyen the Son 
qf.Gpd Ipmself. ^i, And the soldiers also that at- 
‘/xstvii. terij^ed the .centurion, even thej/ that were ’(pith 
' him giutrding Jesus on the cross, seeing the 
earthquake, and those other things which were 
now done, feared greatly, and said i»i like man- 
ner, Trulq this Jesus of ^azareth, whom we 
have been thus insulting apd murdering, was 
1. the Son of God, and his' heavenly Father will 
certainly avenge his(juarre]Very terribly onus, 
and on the vVhoie nation of titc Jews, who hare 
’ delivered him to us. 

lukte, Jhdall the multitude' that were come together, 

on this remarkable occasion, to see this doleful 

48 . 


MaWc - Xt'. 39, 
And whett tibe ceo- 
turibo trhic'b stood 
over-against him,’ 
Umc he so cried 
and gave up the 
ghost [ Luke, and saw 
what was done, he 
glorified God, saving, 
Cert'll uly this n as a 
rijcfateous maft], 
truly this tnan wosV 
the Sun of God. 
[Mat. xxMi. 54.'>’ 
Luke xxiii. 4 '}f|, 


»r*T. xxvtr.t-54. 
And they that t^ere 
with him, watching 
Jesus, saw the e.irth, 
quake and those 
things tliiit were 
done, and they fear¬ 
ed greatly, saying, 
Truly till!, was the 
Son of God. 


Loke XTrin. 4S. 
ilUid all the people 
th at came together ti > 


t Ccriaitfy Ihtiwai a rigUeous niatf, Si'c ] quakes, sometimes attended the death 
The most learned Mr. Wnssu of zi} nho, of extraordinary persons, peculiarly dear 
(^hosc death since the pi^liq^pon uf my to the gi ^s j and among other passage.s, 
first volume is an irrepafgh^l^ to the mentions tb.at of Plutarch, in which he 
cumruunwealth of letters,'k.dissci- tpIlsVis, that when Ptolemy had cracifi- 
ta^tioii on these words of tfitf^gnliirivii it%;|>V^j^eonienes, while the body hung dead 
the first number of the liibnptheca Ur'cross a large serpent woimd it- 
terarra, t<i which f am'indebted fur se- sen^und his face, and deftnded it fioin 
vcral hints in the paraphrase on theiifi-^hir^ififprey; from whence the £gyp- 
vcrscs; but I hare ventured to iloj^rt lianftConcluded, he was a hero more than 
troiii him, in not entirely incorporating mortal, and a &on of the gods. See KIsn. 
Mat. xxvii. 54, with Mark vv. *^39, ami OhsOry. Vol. I. p. 12(i, 127. 
l.iikcxxiit. 4-7, as the two latter only men- ^ All the muttitude] That is, great 

tionthe etfeet of this surprising sight on' Altitudes;' for it is ho way necessary 
the cciitiirion, while, Matthew gives us tJsuppose, t{iat every indiudiial person 
also an account of the effect it had,fipon present was thus impre-sed. The con- 
tbe soldiers who very probably mishVre- viction pPidnc^ bv these prodigies un¬ 
peat tlic words their officer had spoke bnt dpubtediy mAd« vay for the conversion 
just before III expressing tbeirscntimeiiUi of such a multitude by the priuu'liing 
on this occa<iioii.—I shall only add, that of the apostles, on the descent of the 
Pilsner, inn very learned note on this Spirit, which was but seven week; after, 
pl.ace, h.^fl shewn, that some of the Ijca- when these things were fresh in ^jeir 
thcits had a notion athong them, tliat' memories,. Acts ii. 4K 
prodigies, csiiecialty storins and earth* 



4 


Aat siiht, b«hoidio« speHueki of tho^Whb Inti^' U(t!e 

“Sp“'"‘S •“f®" him in his Oyiilgiijso. 

breast* »aidt»^t>nited. tht '»ykich oa«e, 

Hetumedi heating ^ir 'breagis for and 

: , j^O»e;in terrible. e:|Cpectatioti tbit sotoe sad 

. ^i^pji^ty would speedily befall them and their 
'' 5 ,«i^^lrv, for th^.iudijgnititis and cruelties they 
Mtl-ofl^ed to a person for vrhoitt feed hail e*- 
‘ ’V pressed high a regard, even in his greitesf 
distress. 



"'J / 

Aho surely we, when We refefn from such a view of it is luicp^^ 
thi'si'havp reason to .smite upon our breasts too, and to be moU**"*-*®' 
deeply al^cted with what we have beard and seen in this lively 
description. Let us set ourselves as with the mother of Jesus, JoHo i 
and^the beloved disciple, at the foot of the cross; and see whe- ***• 
iUer t‘<ere be any sorrow like unto his sorrow, wherewith ihe^^> 25 
I/)rd afflicted him in the day oj his fierce anger: (Lam. i. 12 .) 

Well might the sun grow pale at the sight; well might the eifth hAf 
tremble to support it! How obdurate must the hearts of those 
sinners be who could make a mock of all bis anguish, and sport4^, 45 
themselves with hisdyinn groaiisl, But surely the blessed angels Mat 
who were now, though in an invisible crowd, surrounding thcxKvii.w 
accursed tree, beheld him with other sentiments; admiring and - 
adoring the various virtues which he expressed in every cir¬ 
cumstance of his behaviour; and which, while this sun of right¬ 
eousness was setting, gilded and adorned all the horizon Let John 
us likewise pay our homage to them, and observe with admiration g *'07 
his tenderness to his'surviving parent; bis meekness under allgs—Sfi* 
these injuries and provncatiijns; hi.s steady ,,faith in God in an 
hour of the utmost distress: ajid his ei^c^ to accomplisli all 
the purposes of Ins life, befpna he yieldetitb the stroke of death. 

Yet with what ainazeineitt liftust the hoTy angels hear that cry 
from the Son of God, Irorti t!>e diU'ling of heaven, My God, wy 
God, why hast thou Jorsaken 'me! Let not any of the children of’^’^'" 
God wonder if their heavenly Father sometimes withdraw from 
them the sensible and supporting manifestations of his presence, 
when Christ himself was thus-’^f^eixiised; gind let them rerneinbci 
that faith never appear-* with gretftey glory thhn when, in lan¬ 
guage like this, it.hursts thiough a thick cloud, and owns, tht 
God of Israel, and the Stnviour, even while he is a God that hideth 
troin ns, (Isa. xlv. 15.) May we, in our approaching 
combat with the king of terrors, find him enervated by the death 
of our dear Lord, wlio thus conquered even when he Icll! May j.ukp 
w^j|,thus breathe out our willing and coraphscd spirits into 



ACrctt Father’s hands, mth a !^nd faith like his> as kiumirt^ 

..CJtei. wi^ m believed, and bein^-^^fuatled that he is abk to keep 
we commit to him until iH^t dayj (2 Tim. 1. 12.) 
i With pleasure, may we survey the awful tokens by which 

'4^it. f^od owned his dying Son, and wiped away the infamy of his 
S3 cross. The veil is now rent by the death let us be, 

encouraged to eome boldly to the thfone to draw 

near to the holiest of all, into which he has entered with his own 
blood; (lleb. iv. 16; ix. 12.) May God render the knowledge 
34of the cross of Christ the blos^a means of shaking-the ,con- 
scicjices of men with pqweirfiiiojOhvictions, and of raising them 
from the death of sin, to a life bf'jhappmess! And may we- be 
50 planted together in the likeness of his death, that we may at 
length also be planted in the likeness of Ins resurrection! (Rom. 
vi. 5.) 


ft 


SECT. 


CXCII. 


While Christ continues hanging on the cross, his side is pierced, 
but his legs are not broken!’: Joseph begs the corpse, and iat/s 
it with respect in his sepulchre. Mat. XXVII. H.5—61. 
Mark XV. 40, to* the end. Luke XXllI. 23, to the end. 
John XIX. 31, to the end. 


#• LUKE XXIII. 49. 

sEct. J^ND while our Lord was thus expiring on 
cxcir. the cross, all his familiar acquaintance niing- 
themselves with the crowd of spectators, 
XXtii. stood at a distance, viewing these things with 
49. weeping eyes and sympathixing hearts; and of 
^ this number there weVo man// pious women, * 
who had attended him, pi^en he was^in Qalike, 
and had there ministered to 42;;i,'.a^<^1iberaily as¬ 
sisted him and his disciples with ihOT^ubstance; 
(compare Luke viii. 2, 3. Vol. p.*334, 335.) 
[ond] had now followed him from G^ilee to Jc- 
insalem, where’they had constantly attended on 


Luke XXIIT. 4“ 
AND all hi^ ac- 
quaiiiUnCG, and 

f niaiivj woiMun, 
Miitk, who uliei) 
lib' vas in (lalilee, 
fulloubd him, and 
inniisti-ird unto him, 
aml\ followctl him 
from Galilei’, stood 
afar olL behold iii(* 
thekp Ihiiiiis- iM.it 
x^vii 53. Mark %\. 
40—i1.—J 


* M^ini* pioiib I hope 1 chall 

en (■ III. otlt'iKt' h.Vbavieg, whit I am siue 
1 .'i\ w’lj M-riously, liiat the frequent 
ineiithoi ahioli is made in the evangthets 
cil the goiii'ioiis and uunrageoun zeal of 
buoii jmUis "oiiK'ii intlni sers'ieo of Christ, 
and nupct’inlly of the faitlifoJ and reso¬ 
lute (^iKiain \, with winch they altend- 
t'll him in IIjOsc list '•ccnes of his tiiiflcr- 
iiix, njit,'ht \cry po'.silily be iutended to 
oh^iafi' that lijiistlny and sriisc|<'s.r con 


t^pt which the jiride of men, often ir- 
rltated hy those vexations ti wliii.h their 
own irregular pas'-ions luve exposed 
them, has m all ^es <il>ccted to throw on 
that sex which, prihebly in the siaht of 
God,„con'titiil»-by fai t'lio h«itci lulfof 
mankind; and to uhixe i me mid leiidcr- 
ncss, the wisest and beet of men generally 
owe and asciibe.miicli ol the daily com- 
(bit and enjoyment of their live:, i 



^iT. xxyiL 56 . his preaching in ISfe, temple, ^iibr wnoW ihey sBct*^ 

.wTr* “'<* if> 'toI: “"C 

ind Mary the mother mGrc wosMo^ttlcne, andMaiythe 


of James (the Jess.] mothci’ of James the lesiand of Joses; there 

tta ra.V^Tf’zi “/ *« “P®*'®. Jain« *nd js 

Idee's children, [ani*5#(^%,wnom we have s6 Often mentioned as the ' 
Saitn^^e, aitd many Zebedee the fisherman j**. and Salome also,® 

came ^ 11 ^ with* him yealous and affectionate women^ 

unto ■ JeroAlem] camevp with hint to this passover at Jem- 
fMark »r. 4d,4i.l jd/cm, and who had the courage to attend hina, 

/' even when his apostles- themselves had forsaken 
him and fled.;'" , ” 

John XIX. 31. Then, as the'dsiy was drawing to a close, the John 

bManiw"\t\\rb°tiic'ia’dM.ye it was now ***• ^‘•' 
prepHr^rtion, that the the preparation for the sabbath, that the bodies 
bodies ^.ttld not rp.- mipht not rehmin all night upon the cross, which 

^TtKbbnth'dav expressly forbade, (Deut. xxi. 22, 23;) 

(ivTthat sfthtKiih-.liv dnd more especially, they were coiieemed that 
wds an high-dav',! tiii> profanation might not happen on (he sab. 
okTi fe^ Ad/A-rfdy, ffor that sabbath, boino the first which 

hiokcii, aiidiA«aiiey followed the passover, was a great day of peciN 
iiiij?hibt‘iaknii.i.iav liar solemnity :*’) they went therefore and cm- 
32 rheii c.inu‘ ihc pHafg that he WQuId Send an order to the 

ioldJCrs, and biake . . l- je i 

soldicMs, w!io were watchuii» the crucified per¬ 
sons, that their legs might be broken, the more 
effectually to dispatch them, if they, were not 
quite dead, and [that] they might then be taken, 
away.’’ And Pilafc upon this gave orders that32 
it should accordingly be done: the soldiers there- 


*’ And the maker of Ike tons of CeMee ] 
though the coiiatruotinn of the oiigiua) 
hii diibiu'is, yet I think it t«ry ralionA 
til conclude, that (ills mother of the sods., 
of Zt'hedcc, or of James thcgtealer ami' 
fiilin, was a dtlTetcnt peiiioii trom tK« 
mother of James the less and Joses; both 
i- the M>iis of Zobftlee, tlioogh such di‘4.^ 
tiiii;uidi«d liieiids of t'hnst ate ueeer 
called his bretliicri, as'James and Joses 
•ire, (Milt. XIII ‘35, and Maik vi Vol. 
1. p 403 ) .md iissiimearuptiirtsphinly 
in Innate, lb.it no more than tw > of tb« 
apostles were tii. «orj<- of Zebedec -^SeC 
-Mat, X. 2, x\u 'jJ; Maik ill, 17 
® And .S'c;^j«p.( This Salome, «ho is 
Ti|.ntioiu'd here by Alark, is LoinnKinly 
• sii))py,ed to b(. (lie in.iilvT ofZebedis's 
cbildren in. ntuuu d In Matthew but a-^ it 
Is expressly aanl, there were in.inv other 
nt.nien piesent, she tiiiabt po .sibly be 
s.’Q' Ai'e. di»(.tplc, and there i' no snf* 


iia&iyeii ooscrycn,! imt omy a sauDatn, 
but the second'day of the leastul uiileo- 
vened bread, from nbeiiee thr y rcckoiu d 
the,weeks to peiiterost; and alsotbe il.ty 
for piiCseiiting and offt'img the sheaf oi 
new ci.in . so th^it it was indeed a treble 
sok-rnnity—(.Sec luiie on Luke vi. 1, 
Vol, 1. p. 2S0.) 

’ ® ytiii/it he token It was cus- 

toiYiarv, iis IlisliopIVarSon(on the Ciccil, 
p. 21 s.) has abhnd.iiilly piuvtd, to hr 
the bodies of prisons who bad btu.u rs« 
cuterl, cootimie*on the crosses, or st.il 1 
til] they ueieeaten up liy blrd^ot pir\ , 
but as this was foibidden to the Jew ,, ilie 
Romaiigoyenioia probably used luoblit'r 
them by permitting such bodies as t<- 
lopgcd to them to be buried. 



I ** s » “T ' _ <^ .«' 1* 

jtsr|^./ajv, ^ho guided the 0X^^^fQn> 
,<acii. brake the legs of tke^Jrst n)fl^)§^tor, 
that hung nearest th<i pUice w“ 

^ w&ntk “ • ■ ' 


eame and the legs of a« niiiat,^ 

« f,'>''” “tk 

bad been witbbim. 


Mbich wa« cracifiety 


sitting: a/id then passing by Jmb) who hung 
, ‘ ' in the middle^ they went and brake the I 

ZZtbe other who was crucified with 35 But when they / 

coming afterwards to Jem, th^ did not heT^-d^d 1 

his legs, as thkvsaw it wasneedless, sipceftwas aheady, they brake ’ 
plain ht was aw^y dead; and they were now not hiet^. 
impressed with some degree ojf reverence even , w;, 
to his corpe, by the amazing podigies which ■ / 

34 they had just now seen. ■ Bm ydione of the soU one of tha 

rftVrr had so much .boldness and that 

he pierced nis side with a long lance or spear, foiUmithcaineihere. 
which he had in his hand; ard immediately there out Wood and water. 
came out of the wound b^tb blood and waters '■/. 

mingled with it / which okde it plainly appear 
that, had he been living, the wound would have 
been mortal, having reached his very heart ; and 
consequently put it out of all doubt that he was 
really dead, before be was.taken down from the 
cross. ' 

35 And as this was so impCrfant, and indeed so And lie that 

^ -m . - . ^ . entm ir t.n«A « 


improper ^ 


fundamental a point,> it may not be 

to add, that it was one who saw [i7] who has and be knouh that 
^hore [this] testimony, and recorded so remark- iiPb.iitiitnie,xhat jc 
able a circumstance; and therefore his witness f'ohei e. 
is undoubtedly true; and now he is writing 
this, he solemnly declares that he knowsj by the 
most certain testimony of his senses, that what 
he saithistrue; and he makes this declaration, 
that you, wbocveft;j,ito . are, into-^whose hands 
this history may cpi^e sooner or'lj|j^r, may be¬ 
lieve, and may oe C(^lf|:med ,in.^y 0 pjp ^hehence 
to that gospel which is establBblElhbn the death 

and resurrection of Christ.v. . 

' ‘'J! 


^ There tame ml hlooi md wflfrr.] I do 
not pp'tend to determine uhethw this 
nas, a> Dr. Drake supposes^ (inhr< Ana* 
toiny, Vol. I. p. 106 ) the emwll qi’Mtftj 
of w.iter imposed i*i th^ pcTfcanlnirn, in 
wliicli tfie|i!eart swuni; or whether the 
cri'ur almostcusi^akied, and 

parat<<«] from the ^ertitn: eitli^r way, it 
uas a eei tuin proof of Cbriht's death; fur 
lie could not have survivedsnchun'ixind 
' had it been t;ircn him in per&ct health. 

K So important and fundaiiientat a 


point. 1 The grand evidence of Chriit’i 
inigMon in his resunection, Khidi ini. 
plies the rertaiiity of his death' awl Mins 
'Cfucidxion mightliave scrnied on asliplit 
vtew, a less prupci execitioir than some 
others siuh as lichc.ulinp, burning and 
ihe like; Imtfhis uonnd would cflictiial- 
ly exclude all fietciucs if Irs h.ii iii" 
been taken iloun .iliu- by Ins fin nds; 
and areordingly that i- ,in eviisimi «h < K, 
fake and malicious as his enemies were, 
wc do not find tlwy m er had recourse to. 



' iin x-Itoi.i 
j- r‘i>d 


TIu‘\'e were done that tht'scr/piur^wight be JnfJiUed. 

.Cf) I'm For, howevci’inicunsidGrabli'iiwy sfit. 

appear, ihev ■ pcrnmiG(Uii ihe course of 
ui'iiiici, A ijoni> <i< Uivjno Providence to be doWe^ ihnt thus 
hull shall riui he hii;- uriaturc vn)(/i( he reiuarkublv fulfilled, in what„/®*’“ 
,l|, 4 l|;ys concerning the paschal lamb, winch tlid 
in* so many circimistances resemble Chiii^t, 
(ifexod. xii. I(), anti Numb, ix, 12 .) Xof a 
bone of it shuU be broken f" ^ a precept which 
among many oiliers, was given on purpose to 
lead Uie minds of beiicvers to reHect on ilio 
Ir.Li mony and unity of design carried ob (though 
by ‘iiieha variety of person-^, m no concert with 
each other) muler the Old 'resianient and uu- 
'7 Auii.i^Min atm- tier the New-. ^nd there is amther '\1 

t! r iicn)>im-<"aitl), coiicenung the Jetvs, 

Ih.'V shall look on , ' i , i , ^ i >» r • i 

when they mv to be convericil lo tlie alesMuh 
in llx; latter days, “ 77 xy diall look nil hint 
li horn t/uy haxe pierced,'' (/ech. \ii. K',) for 
whieii reason (iod periiiitli'd ihcm not oniv'to 
piereo the hands and tlse feet of Jesiis with 
mils, Init al^o to optJn bis side by that deep 
and lai ge womiJ which we have now been nieii- 
tiomiie. 

Maui; XV ;■,> ,-y/h/ljmcklvw//?i'r//we M/w/JA', ffiA* it M as llCJir Mad 

Milt iiii^t ;.l.ilin,.itt(i^ g„,j -j,,,] fjjf, cjfffii/ig Jiofi, come, IhUaU'iC 

ti"^!oiii-!V(i’!i observed) it teas the preparation, o) 

It I' ll'i' |iii'|Miatioii, the close, of the dap before the nabbath, (Jolm 
tiij! e, lilt-(In hf* xis. lo) jt vva» I'riJay evening, and the 
i Mji '’‘dibath, whu h would begin at six o’clock, was 

I,>1)11 M. 1 near at hand, m w’liieh no work could lawlul- 

ii>' XMii •>.' ly be done; liehold, there came io t\\Q ^o- l„u* 
\e(m)i’s palacetr ee.1 lam rVt’A'j/w/i of Arii»athca,'^>^^n- W 
I'.iiii.i,^ liiiko, .1 fucihf of the JeoL's, anciently ealled lumolli, 
i.f,- .1 thi .!<«■'1 which lay in-the tribe ot Ephraim, and was I !ji; 
mill. (i.h.-r].ii,;M,uk, sjaiijiiel that celebrated proi)hei,Wiiid 

itoi, he r.'fi .1 be was named Joseph, and was a jicisoii oi cmi- 
i'liiiiiiiuM.aiidajiN. durable note, betn^ an honourable counicUor, 
iM.it xMiiinemlier ol the sanbcilrmi, who had a gene¬ 
ral ropiii.itioii as a benevolent and upright man. 

'liiL- vsiiio The .sann was not concerned .with the rc.st ofi-,! 
bus fellow .senators in putting Jesus to death, 


M.llk XV. +J, 
will 'll - -] 
—jl 


Af'/ II h‘III III' 11 -hill III he’len J l)i 

leiii'i Noniirj, (iii Ins lli9U>ii("il Dissci- 
1.1.1 ii oil Ki‘\( l.itiuii ij.'iii"i.ti! to iiiesont 
>i,|it.isiiiiiiii, \ oJ I. p. '.’( 17 , 'i’l).l.} 
li.i^ 1 p.iiii< iil.ii Lh'.imlit on Uiv loasuii 

.'l till jiiiiliihujoii, tli.it ti K.is iiiti'Uilcd 

. i/ios** llip III,mill I 111 wliK h Ihe 1 p- 


tun sarriticrs wrre si mrtimt's piillr'il to 
pii-ii', Ijit I think thcri'.isoM mi^vi'''. >1 
in till p.iia|>l>i.isc iiiuv h inoii' lUtAiii 
.mil imp irl.dit. It is ui II illii>- 

tiattil 111 An I'sssy (ni ili> s, m i il ili - 
jiennatioiis oitJotl, Xo I'e I p xx.i ..x 

"'I- 

O 



Itoj 

fiAl 

9t ntf' 




Joseph goes id Pilate, and begs the bodp of Jes^. 

SECT, and hud not ^ivcn the concurrence of his vote to l>ad "ot consented 
cscit. ihe cnitnsel and ^tioji of Mm that condemned 

him; [hut aw.v owtr] who aho himself humbly one]wimelvtimnseif 
XXJir. affectionately waited for the kingdom, of waited t>ir the kmg- 
f\Gr}(f being mM a diseiple of Jesus) 

secreflt/; because he durst not openly jesus, i.ut seoieth, 

his belief in liitn for Jear of the Jetes anti their’for fear of the Jew>i 
rulers, who were so stronoly prejudiced a<;al^v^t 

rni ■ I •^1 1 L *j Markxv.~Vl—Join 

him. J his man, atvahened by the piodii>ies ^ix—38^) 

- atteiidnig iiis death to greater courage than lie 52 T 
Inul before, thouuli he knew it must necessinily [^^"’5; 


Ttlark 
XU 44 


I lion, lit .I'-kcil him, 
WHO 1,^,1 [jpcn 


52 This roan nont 
in buldlyj 

I 1 1 ' 1 1 1 Cl-- unto t'llati', and beg. 

draw upon rum the hatred and contempt or nis g^j | that he 

hrctliren, v’t wri/t in bvldhj to the presence of uniihi uku awayilu* 

Pilate ' and bei'ged liis nerniission that he "* 

. f / t! L j . I T . ^ [Mat. -xxvn. 33 .—- 

take (Tway the body oj Jesus, to presort e it Ironi 43, jojji, 

farther insults, and bury it in a dt-ceiit and re- xix.—3fi.—j 

sjK'Ctfnl njanner, 

when y-’r/a/f heard his renucst, consider- ' 

ing liotv Jingenng anrxcciiiion tliat or ttie cross ,t |„. .,ir,,niy 

ivas, lie thought it strange if he were u/i endy iJh-'mI, ami I'ltiin,' 
dead, and woiili) not easily believe it; and tl'ere- ""'o inm tin-< i mn- 
tore, hin iiii> eal/ed the centurion to him, who 
was appoint'd to giianl the bodies, hcashtd him am i.iiiii>d.Md. 
^bn'lielher he had been dead any time. yml when vtun in- 

he inexii [r/J of the centunon, and was certainly '[ 
inlormed that, be.sides all the appearances of liis gaM inin ItXiie.jpind 
having been dead before, he 'was afterwards ^ynnnandml tim Im- 
stabbed to the very heart, Pilate, wilfioul any ‘’j \osqiii^''*' ['v o' 
farther scruple, ‘^avehim leave, [and] command- ^^Ml — 'i3.Jl.i,um\. 
cd (he body to be-delivered to Joseph: which he —'''--I 
might be the more willing to do, as he' was 
thoroughly convinced that Jesus was innocent, 
and it was generally thought bv the heathens, 
that the spirits of the dcpar,teff 'fefccivcd .some 
advantage from the honours of a funeral yiaid bougiit 


Ill'll, 

crunr» 


to their bodies. ,iud fiolm, 

41 j Jnd Joseph therefore, being thus authorized tbeiofoie. jikIi to k 
by Pilate, having bought a large piece of 
linen, came to mount Calvary, and with proper w’lappidtitmaiitau 
assistance took down the body of Jesus fiom the 1 

cross, audicrapped it up in a kind of winding- 
i-licet of chtan linen cloth. —ss.i 


'.ii 


' III bi^liUij to l\hte.} It was in- 
ilr( (1 ,t ciiur.i^cous net fur this lich and 
nulilc sen.itiji thus publii'ly to uwn his 
liii'iicl-hip to l«‘sus 111 till* midst of bis 
^it alfst iiif.iinv, and a pi'rsun of siu'h 
rolled not Init know that, if .1 


resin rod ion should li ilipcn, nothing wimU 
have been more natural, than that h> 
should li.iii' been brought into (iiici-ti'ni 
as a coiiffdri ate in the picteudcd tr.i ."t 
0f com eying him iiwjy " w 

}j 



f 


IFc and yicodemus buiy it in a 7iew idputclire, 


JOHN XlX. ,i9 
And there came alsu 
Nii'odt'niiis, (whu’h 
at ttie flist <’aini.‘ in 
JeiUa bs iii;;lu,) aitd 
bioniihl a iiii'clurc uf 
iii^virli anil iloei, a> 
lidiit an hundred 
{xni 111] hi. 


40 Tlien took liny 
tin' body of 
and trmiiid il in lni<-i) 
'•lothps, Mitli till' 
hjiu'i-S, *ab UiL riian 
>11 r of the Jens Is to 
hmy. 


n_No.v 

III 

II1I- 

jilaci' w 111 rf 

hi' 


• 1 III ilicd, t 

III II' 

V. ill 

a >;aideii, .1 

ml 111 

1 ihc 
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-toiii'.J [M.iik, out 
oi a loikij poliii, 
uhi'iein was iie'ci 
iiiaii V I't l.nd j b(‘> 
t'aws(*[Liike, i hat day 
u.is the] Jews [I.iike, 
Jill paii'i''on, and tin 
' iliiialli drew onj 
1 >1 the M'puli'hie u'.tb 
nigh at hand. [Mat. 
>i\Mi 0(1. Afaik XV 
——l.nke xMii. 

.> 4 . John Mis. 

--41 J 


yind there catne uho at tlie same time witij sect. 
Jo'iepUto tliccros*!, NicodemuSt another member cxeit. 
of the saiihctlrim, of whom repealed mention 
has. been inade m tlw preceding story, and 33 

be that at the Jirst beginning of hit. public 
minUtry came U Jesus hy nighty (John in, l, -J.) 
and^ as ho was now grown more courageous than 
before, tt> testify his great regard for Jesus, lie 
brought with liuu a mixture oj myn'h and ahns, 

[that 'xeighed^ about an hundred pounds, 'ro40 
prepare then for his intermenr, they took the body 
oj Jesus, without regauling the reproach to 
which It might expose tlicm, and swathed it up 
in a great many folds of lim nj together with 
the spues fau-ording to the Jewish custom oJ bu- 
lyingfj intending to embalm it in a more exact 
rnamier, as soon\is tlie sabhiith was over; and 
imping that in the mean time the spices l}ing 
near the hodv might jireseivc if from the least 
taint of corruption. 

AVni' It hapjicned very commndiously for lus ll 
immedMic iiiiermcnt, that in the very neigh- 
hourhooil of the place where he was crucified, 
there n'Ui, a garden, and in the garden a new 
sepulelne belonging to Joseph. There laid they 42 
Jesut fhei'efore in [Joseph's] own nxw tomb, 
whuh hi hud lately ordered to be hewn in stone 
out of iz solid rock; to uhicii therefore there 
could he no passage but by the door, and in 
which no man uih eier yet laid, so that there 
could be no room to imagine any other person 
rose from thence. And this they did without 
fit St cany mg the body into any house to cm- 
hulin It; because {a.'i we havesiud before) it was 
the Jewish preparation-day, and the sabbath 
dieu'on, which did nor allow their undertak¬ 
ing a work of .so much labour and tune ; to 
he ready theiefoie for ihe rest commanded on 
the sabllath-day, they used iio farther ceremony'^ 
il. interring him, and chose a most convenient 
place to do it with dispatch, Jor the sepulchre 


• ^ Suni/ii’./lyi mi,•III] TM-i 1 t.ike to Iciiis .swatlmd up their dead. ?t wax, 

bptli(,itji)stliu'ial(i.ui.,l.itiouoflhc»ord« no il-iubt, by inuadc, that when Lliriu 
'.'tir-tf/f, 1 , o 5 fr,.iDi;, tor (rffsvirs wv'v.i kiiid .11-osc, Ih' di'.cnUiijjlcdbini'vlt liumtbe.'' 
ot in n rirlfii, in which, as Kisner has swathi" 

'•kwh, fOhbCii. \ ul 1 p ''-tT I llifoas" 



. Th‘ xci^n<^ii observe ivliere his body lefts laidr 

,^\j|lRibT, we- ’'v ty near at hand. Afi<i/«Jose[)h having xxvir.—co. 

iIjU’ imumk.I Inin in Ills own tomb, anti so (its !!toiJc**to'**iiitj^ 

ooiK'i-riiiug the Messiah, Isa. dooi «( the sqiuU 
’W'vii '*"• “ onitL; Ills grave* ^witli tlie rich in'hisand ikpartod. 

tloaii),”’ liu took earc to make all thing9'‘js^-'^'^‘"'*‘ 

< i.io, and lun>in^ rolUd a great stone to the ddor- 
-i of the sepulchre^ to block up thy entrance, he 

xticut oiicnj to hiij own home. ’• ' 

' when Joseph ami Nicotlemns came, and i.ui«y',5t^jtr. :,} 

\iOi!. 5.) (lovMj Jo'Mis from thy ertisst Maru Magda- [And Miry M.igda- 

/(//i’, and the other Maiy^ who (as was said be- Maiy,) [Mark, the 
fore) wiisjAc' mother oj .James the less and Jofcs, mothu ot.loses[and 
(Mat. XJtwii. p. ,''5f).) and the rest of ‘''' "''ini'"akowhich 

'u'>.men also xv/io came isith nun Jrem t>aiitci’, Gelilee, lollowcdaf- 
and so alfeitionatel} aticntled during the time of trr, and[MUing()rer- 
his crucifixion, were now'desirous to see how 
they (lispr)-,ed ol iiinr. and therefore when they viiei’Ji'aiu] iiov'^Ls 
can'll d oil thccoijise, these pioiis w omen Ao/-hndv w.i^ l.ml |Mii. 
loii'rd af/er them, ar I sitting over agannf the se- *’*■ ''' • 

pith lire, into which they saw them enu r, helh-ld 
Willi diligent oh,('r\atioii wftyre and Innr his O')- 
(hj \cits laid. Anti iMJi'Ceiving that they did nut '"*' ii.cvk- 
(Mihalm liim, buf only wound him np in lincMi 
with the dry spic. s, they resolved to perform hkhIs, mid n'^tut 
this last office of duty and aireclion to him in ihf s.ihlMiii-diy ai 
tile compictest and most lespeciful manner tliey 
could; and thereforet/ii'j/ iinmedialt ly Vitiinied 
into the city, and before the ihiv of preparation 
V. a.s qnile limshed, they proiidt^d a gieat quan¬ 
tity of spices and babps for thiit purpose, that 
nothing might jirevciit them from enuagmg in 
it as soon as the first day of the week should 
open; and, in the mean time,,they lesled on the 
sobhath-day, ac(.oyding to the Divine mmmand- 


' Miidc his giai (• With the nch in lijs “ of Ai itnathc.'i,) slirill iiiuli rl.iku tin < .iii 
death ] Let imp Iutc hepiTiiiitteil tnni n- “ ol liis funcMl.’’—lint I niiisl ai Lrviv- 
turn till- I'litii'isni nf a celebiatcd dji me ledge lli.itno vi isiuii of the noids pi. isi .> 
on this pdssa?e of Laidli, which hai'iii!.' inr so well uii tho wlmli' as lh.it i.i Oi 
M'wi (that I know of) been inihlislierl, Si kc', who h I rea Is ncr I uroictlu'jiaoi- 
in.ii hr III w to many, as it nas to me. phrase,abuie [nn ,\r.rinnli-he s‘nU,t- 
<'iisoii i.ii, that Uni Word D’rVJI may v<;n;;rcii rcijifiuiicri'i./< . ."o.m .(/mk/ v. {ti,,- 
hi' th,’ M nitmlicr, and tlmt niifl’ is the >,tiud^lh v[>on thfinh or, « hu,li is 
h" would suppost' a kind of ei|inialciti to Ihc fuiiiui, h.it iieili.ips 
hi nitifrlifs 111 tht coiistriictioii, and rrrdi I niiuc ex.ict, lie emn ai. 11..1 h\<’>tr.i (ih.it' 
ir. “ Ihi dcutk and hur.dthaH be wUh ix-n is his death winch l)iiii„. him d-mri to 
*' irni>i‘/un and utfk wir rwh^Mui’, th.it is, it) on the uickcil, and on Ihe nch :.hi’’i kz. 
“ after haling CNpirod betwron Iwoma- dm, fTIOn. Sec Dr. .'sykc.s mi il' 
li-'ld'tors, a rich man (that is JooCjili Trull* of t'I'iisliaintj j* Tn-. 





'B.cftectlom an (he regardAian to^i^bodif of Jesus. 5^k[ 

^ ' ' L ,T 

t ' V '*’* 

vient, which they would not Tidi^itc c1?t’n on so sert. 
solemn an occasi'off as this. • n. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

We have seen the sorrows of our expiring Lord : let us now, 
like these pious wotijen, raise our eyes to him with an lioly and 
unfeigned adecticftlj and behold him pale and brejirliless on the 
accursed tree. Let us view him by faith, till the eve ailects 
the heart, and till we learn to ^lor^ in nothing hut his reoss, 
whereby the world may he erucjjied/o ns, and we. m.iy he cruci¬ 
fied to the world. (Gal. vi. 14.) 

How w'oiiderfully does the providence of God .'pjyar to h oe 
regarded the body of .lesiis, which had so long lieeii the temple 
of the* indwelling Deity ; even when it was dosi'ited of that 
spirit which hail lately animated it; and while it liiiiig (amaziing 
thought, that it ever should have hung ') between the hoilies of 
two thidves on a cross, without the gates of .jorusaK'in ! He, 
who has all heaits iii his liarid, interposed by a --eei-et, hut 
poweifiil influence on the soldiers, who brake tin; le';s (1' the 
malefuctois, to spare tho'*e, of Christ; that so nothing uliuh 
looked like a prophecy of Imii, should want its pro u a. i om- 
plisliment. Fhit Ins side was pierced ; and how (lcr|) w:*s the 
wound, wlien iminediatelv there came out of it blood and v, inn [ 
Happy einhlem of the bless-d elFcct of his d'Mth ' Jfj m lU 
both tJy water and blood, he who saw and tins un 

portant fact leads us lo iinonne it; I .hdm v. ii); and h> ii:is 
means ai once aumes the injured justice of (iotl, and p:iiii\. 
the souls of them tliai believe in liim. 


3l..jg 


Our indignation n>vS against tlie man that cmi’d, by such an 
oiilMge. ..t ilii.s, aluise the dead body of our Heilecnici ; l;iit 
oil, let us si'riou'.ly reniember the hand whieli our sin,> laid ui 
all that was now done, fie wof wounded for our rcss/c/.o , 
he ica'i bruised for our iniquitie.<i: .{Isa. hii. ,5.) And ihiu-iojc 
it i.s said concerning those on whom the emtu if thewoilu • re to 
eome, that they shall look on him whom they hme pierrid. timl 
mourn, (Zeeh \ii. lo) May \vc mourn over l.i.ii anb .i gc- 
nuMie eiaiigchca! soifow, when we enn;,idtr w!i ii ac b.ne 
pierced; and how deep and how odeii we, Inuf pn iced Inm : 
and u])on what slight tem|)tations ; and under how uinny m- 
gagemeiits, rather to have batluul his wound;, witli our tears, 
and even to haie exposed our own hearts to the sh.irpest 'wea¬ 
pon, by winch theipadncss of sinners might have attcmpicd to 
injure hiin. 

'['he boldness of Joseph, and oven of \ieodeiuns ./jiUsei., u.i 
deserves our notice on aueh an occasion. They are not a'liam- 
ed of the infamy of his cross, but come with all holy rover, nee .Tut 
and alfection to take down those sacred leinains ol Jesus , nor 
bd they think the finest iinen, or tlie choicest .spiee.s, too vain- 



dry , ' , » 

,366 hidas re^m when^sus ms condemned. 

'’HcT. ahie on siicb an occasion. llab who can describe their conster- 
nation ami distress, when they saw him, who they trusted 

1*i»v-'^s}iyuid have delivered Israel, a cold ami bloody corpse in their 
) W|X* sepulchre of Joseph, whom they ex- 

Aik pected to have seen on the throne of David leave for the 

.'jcxvii. 60 j)o>sent Ins enemies in iriomph,, and his friends in ti‘ar.s, till bis 
restirieciion; which soon coiilounded the rage of the loriner, 
and revived the hopes of the latter; hopes which imist othcr- 
vv ise have been for ever entombed under that stone with which 
tliey now covered him. Hut happy and coiidortable is the 
thought, tliat this his transient visit to the grave has (as it were) 
left a perfume in the bed of dust, and reconciled the believer to 
dwelhng a vvliile in the place where the Lord la) ! 

A SKCT. CXCIII. 


Jvd-is coi/essing his guiU, ref urns the vioiuy he had received 
from the chict pnesis^ and then hangs himself. The Jews 
the nvrt dai/demniul, and pnnnre n guard to be set on Christ's 
sepulcfur. Mat. X.W’ll. fij, to the cud. 


irvr. XXVII. 


MM. XW’II ‘3. 


SECT. TT\VI\G ihns tiiiished the aceoiint ol’the 
(Iv'aili (jf Jt‘si]s, It may be n)U\(‘Uiont hero 
AJdi ineution the nu'’ei.ihle end ol tliat pc'rlidious U jiIk' tt.i'.cotninnii- 
XXVli disciple l»y whom he was hetraved into the ••'h'■floutedhuiw-ii, 
yhaiicU of Ins enemies. 'I'lie Jew'isli rulers hav¬ 
ing delivered Jesus to the Homan governor, 
and having prevailed upon him to give orders 
for Ins execmion, then Judas, who had betrayed 
him, when he saw to his surprise that he uas 
fondemned hy Hi late, and tliat tlitfey were lead¬ 
ing him forth to die upon the cross, to winch 
he seemed determined to submit, though he 
could so easily have rescued himself from it,-* 


* Ihen ,Indus, fitc,] For the projitr 
pld((' of till) story, whitli is lieu iiiscrt- 
rd out ol Its oidei, si'C iioto'oii Jotm 
Ms K' p 536 Msilthc'^ hasiiitripdiKfd It 
Mntncdiaulv aUci the .lews 11.111 deliver- 
1(1 .lesiibto PiKitej liutafti'r ilii» tl'e ,fews 
'wie -■> intent -on persuading Pilate to 
(’otisiiit to hisdeath, that there was hardly 
time for the Sanhtstrim's adjourning to 
the temple, where this occurence hap]jeii- 
ed, before they had prevailed with Pilate 
*0 Condemn liiin' and as Judas must 
have often heard his Master say he 
hoii{d be oiucified, PiUte’s order furlus 


exeeatioii must have moiosi nsiblj allcrl 
cd him, than the Jew. [inssing senteiue 
on him, who had not then th(. powr'rof 
putting- any "nc to disath.—Tin* wool 
roll, then, wjth wjiieh the evangeli.st be¬ 
gins this story, niav be lakdi in some 
l.ititudc to introdiire the nirnlinn of an 
oceiiirence which happemd about that 
time, whether## lillit* before or after, 
and need not be in'eiprctc d u ith so much 
rigour as to detnnnnc it to .an asseitinn 
of observing the e\a( fc'-t oidcriii all 
eirciimst.'inees. See note ■'on Aldt \x'u 
‘27, p ,5'25. 



lie throws dmn ilieinmie^^d han^a himself. ^Bf{ 

/nd broiisiiit a!,'aiii was scizccl witli OT$at terror and affo^ of con- siqtl' 

Ilivur'"n. iiie cbiS J^cieiiqe; and refientwg of the&tal bargain 
j priests and elders, bad rhacle, wboreby lie had brought such a load 
f ^ of guilt on his own soul, he carried back ^xvu 

thtrii/ pkeea (if silve?' which ihcy had given 3 * 
to the chief-priests &Jid the eidcrsy wlnb; 
,<hie^vWt‘rc together in the temple that nioining; 

■for they h'sortcd thither with a specipus appeal- 
. ance of piety, before they followed the iiiulti- 

^ 4 flaying, I liavi' tiiilc to Calvary to see tlie execution. Andi 

L''trivod"*^\hV^*Tn-^ wild disorder, he 
noceut blood. .4nd ^(“d lo them,_01i Sirs ! ] have siniii'd in a most 
tiicy uani, What/t despei ate manner, in that 1 have betrayed in- 

A/cfiV/to you , for I tfin wt-ll toiivinced^ 
that Jesus my Master 1 ms done noiliiiu; to dc- 
.seive this puiiisliiiieiit to which )on liave de¬ 
lis erctl Jinn ; arid 1 am not able to,bear the 
tiiought ol till' coneeni I have bad in it. And 
thetj ansu'ci ed wit!i the steady coolne'is of those 
who know no sliaine 01 remorse Ibi thtir wic- 
kedue-.s, li'/iut [is that] to its, wlieiher ihoii 
ihinkest him innocent or not' Me thou [/o 
that] : It IS sufficient for us that wo know lie is 
guilty, wlietlmr such a wreich as thou ait, ap- 
> And lip ci'.t pmrest or coiideiiiiie.st our sentence. Andl' 
e.ittit tin.' inecr-, ol tlii'ozving tloien t/w puci'S fif Stiver money m the 
'.hir iij tin; t( iiiidf, ,,, then \ei\ orcsetice, witii all the 


.ind dt'pjiltd 

V. (III iiiid 

tiini'ill. 


iiau n"l of lU'ony and distress, he withdrete : and 

going ana , to the bunv of a hill, in some retired 
find melancholy plate, he there hiinself, 

but the rope bieaking by the foiee with whieli 
he tiircw Jiimself oil, he fell down the pteci(iiee, 
and huist asunder with the force of hu> fall, so 
that all his buwejs gushed out; ^ aud he lay ex¬ 
piring, 11 ) a most paiiifiil and terrible ma’inci, a 
spectacle of horror to all that beheld him, ahie, 
or tlead, as a nmltiuide of spcctai.oi.s did, 
(Compare Acts i. IS, ly.) 


1* And going ttKuy, tie haueid kimtelf; 
Ifut the roju* bi4’!:iki[i,;r, 'I’liis metliod 

tthicliMi. I.eClpn , (lldrtri p. 5‘i7,)»iid 
sCM’ral other lisirncd critics luivc taken, 
ol iCLoiii'ilin.' iMaUtiPM with what is 
aft'‘iw,‘iid s.iid ul till!) fact, (Acts i 18.) 

hei‘dti,n!t, he hunt nsunder in 
the midd, o/h' idlhi'. Imtiiels giu/iedout i np- 
pears to ino iiiuih prifeiahlc to that of 
fli' si; who would ri ilder anyiy^alt, hi •u.as 
ik’d or iufucati'd, itiHi urea of pud. 


(■see I.a Motte of Iiispir. p 1'i5), a vi i - 
sioii, which none Ilf Ihu authoiiticb I have 
seen, seem bufficicnt to justify Nui is 
itnecf’ssary to suppose wnh Di. l.iiihifnot, 
(Hoi. Kebr. on Mat. .xx\p. 5. and .uts 
I. 13.) Uiat Judas n.sa caiwt'd iiua> h> 
the devil and strangled III the an, .uid 
being till own from thence Jii the , iJ.r 1 1 
all the city, was dashed ,ii (.f'S Ly 
violence ol the fall 





The patters is pnr^ktd ivith the ' Ttih/ny. 


^f/id llic chief'priests^ the pieces of cin’et 

'idtcui. siher, wero fit soinO loss hdWfh'eyi^hOuld dispOM’ ^ 

ol’tljcm ' lor tluiv said,' It is nSt la-cfid for us i, it‘isMot'Linfiii 
i"SiiXVII. foput /Am nj/o//if ebust uliic'li isralictl Coi'Ikiti, /" tiiom mto 
6 or (Ik; safivd treasury, because it is the 
blood, ijiid would in (‘Hurt bo olfL*riiifr to Qod Jbii,.)'i 
<!’<■ life qf ftiau. And these hypoc rites sccO* 

]ileci such a point of t'creinouy, while they still 
])eisisted JO iheir resolution to desuoy jesu'-, 
wliuh, if'.hey lud desiied it, they ought jet 
’ ^hav(' pievetiied. But afterwards, when they 7 An tbpv loik 
met in a hotly ahoiu some other business, haxr- '' 

f • / / 1 1 I till’ , \uiliih! 

iUff (on suited wmt they shout I do with t. im .Lmn- 

tho.se pieee^ t)f money, tlunj bnvpht xi'itli them gtib i.i 
that close Ml the iieioiilxnirhood ot .leinsalein 
w'hicli is called IVie pollers field,' for a buiyin^'^ 

' place of foreigners who had no .sepiilehres of 
their own, and wIhjv' hotho'. they sern[)led to 
^lay w’llh those ol iiu ii o vn lio!\ iiiition. And 
therejore, by the way, t/'uilJir/d UuV calltd, in 
the ‘s\r;af langiiag'', Acetdama, that is, The 
held of bhod. (\ets 1. I&.) uiid it beats 
eiatne even to ihi^ day, because it was jmrehas- 
ed with t 'mi iiii'iiev wh'ch was the pnee pan! 
foi tlie hloe.l oi ,1'^n;, and was in ellecLllu- 
port ha.‘'e ul the bhio'i of Jnd.is too. i ,i 

) Then’ii'iis that fuUilled \w a very I’einarkahle'■‘•w “tn' ii v.i- 

in,inner, u'liich v'tis s-polen by ike prophet,'' '■""'•'J*’*-'"") Mi 


W’l 


i‘tiu 
"llll I 


Ml III 


' ‘Hr j-i\l!,r\ l.‘!d\ 'il'irlv inerts of 
■-ilui "laj' si'ctn a 'Cry mronsMlfialiir 
)ii I. r fur a (ithl ti > ncji .hiusalciii, l)"t 
l.tutnf. t\t'U olt'^erus^ tlir (jroiitnl wa'. 

P'(i!mI)Iv iiiiii his|iail((i by b>r 

I ,'llh It) tlMko IJOttOF'i M) that It 

'tas iiiiw 1111/1! lor tillage or iKibtiiir, and 
‘ "I '■ mi* ntiv of small vaUit’ 

Whhii itur ypokiu hi llw prnphrlJ) 
MukI 1 Dftirs read it, hvJneinmh ffie pin- 
/■' /. \it it e nnmi''allj kniivrii, (lu< 
111 ' (' 'voitl.^ .Ill' tiiiinil no «hrro in Jf'ro- 
Hiiali, but Ml cliuiidh, (cliap. xt. 1 !.) 
'I apprar^ lu iiir mis uimaturHl to tae 
Mill Dr, Taghlfii^Jli flior. Ilrb.-iii loc.) 
Out .ill tlic pi-M^ti' aiitinis riiiglit bi, 

< rilled the book^ .li’r<*miiib , bwanse in 
aiineiit times the propliwy orjeremidh 
w.T! put at the beginning of the volume 
I'f th< proplietb. niir noiild the gt<int.ii,g 
this flet a< < oiint for the eTpri’SSion of its 
bi'ing spoke by him. Nit am 1 at all 
> uminf(;il l)j Mr .lusephMi de’s re,is')n- 
(‘00 hi-) Moik.-, p. ‘-■'oJ.) that these 


woril'i though rcroHiiiUn /ccli.ui ili in 
latlii'i bmnd m Ins huuk. uir (i<i;.i 
uallv spoken liy .Ti'ieintali, airl by snim 
acenhni divpiarul :i prim iph mi win h 
.the whole ruidit of tlw piuphfc ei. iiii'ilii 
bo d^strovi'il. It would be a murii li^s 
diaboniiiir to till" sacii d wiiliiigt., to Mip- 
'po^n a small uiui in llir p ri uf smin 
fearly trausriibri, who muh'. Oi-i V>" hup 
Hall picttily Lfmji ctuies,) In ihc niist,il>c 
of one letter oulv, fsupp s'U'; tin' wonl 
to be rontracS'd ) ante b i» tm £ th '.ml 
(hough It IS fi'itim, that ,1'p'uiiah w 
t'lerrrf'iicd icadin^, aseaily astlrigeii's 
time, yet theio isioom todoubL, wln tlit’r 
any prophet svas named m the first 
eopios, as the^vriao s'oi'i'iii, wliii b is al* 
JowwJ to bii ma^iflthe mi.strvirlv lime'., 
siiys only, It umikepuipM., " nli- 
oiit mentioning by v.huin On llmwliolo, 
I tliink it more reepi (ttnl to iIk u« aii.O' 
list, to sopposr that some uibno'i, tian- 
si'iibf'i might cither inseilm ihaugetli 
pioplict’anaiiir, than loimpuloit, I'l. 



■' Jnd thus iGkat ' Zech^^h saiS^^^’fulfilled. 

piophet,sav.«y,And (Zech. xi. 13.) sdying, “ Aikd J l<m the thirty 

PK 'e!«f s*d?e'rl‘‘£ suui, the reader wiJlob- 

price ofhiin that was servc. Was usutil prke of one tsho uits sold 
v.iiiicfl, whom they foraslave, ,#rof one whom the children of Israel 

McUiiult.''* tNteemrd among them on an 

.flflferfige hut tlu; cquttabie price of such a one ; 

’ ^ftjpdvwas here the price ol the blood of the Son 
of God himself, that iuftnitely valuable l^er- 
10 Ami gavr them son :)* “ And they uerc given for the potters 

j's.teUrtUrrS; “(*“'■ tl’e proplirt,) Me Xoril rom- 
<yj mp.) “ uiauded me in vision, in token of his just dis- 

pleasure against those who had put such an 
“ alli'ont on his pastoial care.”' 




IKCT^ 

VXCUl; 

iVTat, 
XXVIT; 

y 


Mill seein>< tudo, toaslip in the authors God, he hada\isiun to the following pur* 
memory. pu'-c ' (Jc thoui^ht Cod first appomU'd 

* 'I'hx pure of one i.ko twi miU, &e j - him to appear among them as a shep- 
We may intiier rendei the words TO Tj?i- herd; (making him by that emblem a 
oy oto oiwv liTfattS, iif^ lepresenutioii of himself:) after some 

A)/rf, even (t one u//m//»'c/iif- time. In (liiccti him to go to the luleis 
tItiJi ij J'lnJ lUil i'll; .md so eiiiihider ofUi.ul in(la^ktheni,Wh,itthcv thought 
lilt 111 . 1 ' espiei.-iie uf tin* comiiiuii puce lie dost iied for liis hihoiir iii llutoffiLe ; 
'I '.l.iM' WMs rated .it .'lui'uig llieiii or we Thev gave huri the pure ol ,i si iic, tliii* 
niav ieud(‘) ill! Ill, ol him liuit n.is sold, ty piece! of siIm r, apd this iii the house 
(11 >. 11 . 11 ( 1 , (eiiii their own Messuli,) of the hord, wlun- ilio lourt sat On 
whom the i<i\ <'luIdicM ofjsi.iel sold at this, God, as resrntmg the luiiiviutv of* 
this bli.iinetul piiee And 1 lluiik, eilliei feredto Inui iii tlu p( rsnii of |u( pioj-hi t, 
i>i these veisioii' vould suit the iui.;iiial, orders him to tliiowr it down with disdain 

•Hid eiiiiM V ajiu !i .mil piopi i sens I before the hi i. pourlaboiiierliemet, who 

( (heiifuie sucie-lfd hi >u ilii' hjppened to lu' a jiotlei at work hy the 

III i 5 e, thoiish 111 tlie u mu, wl eh t iiiplu g.ales, as a liltoi price loi .i little 

dd iKit lull lie 11 ] lally diiibigiiuii 1 (f his p.dtiy \uue, than a suitalde .u 
h lu pieh I ud the 1 o iiu i. kiiowleihtmeut of the favours they had ic- 

' li,(l /fwy u.rf I'u It lot I ’jtjer^ •'/, (.eivcil liouiCod, Now surely, if lliei^ 
u\ IttL Idi! I vimanih i p ] It is phi ii, was cm rally ejicuiu<t.iiiee lu wlucli the 
thi'vi voids .lie not, c\a( tly ipiuttd, ci- childieii of Israel behaved themselves s.< 
till 1 liom llic llebiew, oi the Septuag nt, .is to answer th is visimiaryrepieseutiiiou, 
yi t I (Ml not think rlic diflcraiicc s > gicat if must be whem they gave this \i ri smn 
di It at fust appears, siooe tlioiu words ot thiity pieces of silver as a piui l< r 
111 til,* pdientliesis (tji» rijjLuv ih rtliftfffiit-' the life of that veiy Person wh.iui (tod 
.'f, u '’(_iti|*ifiv 79 ntirj i 5 ia.y luf'tJjX ) Which ^ had appointid then gieatbbepliud And, 
•ii( not in either, may Iv (unseler(*d at in oiih r to point mu the cou* spoiidejii >■ 
the winds ot the evangelist himself, (to tin* mini; &< tisibly, Proveh'iue * 0 enh ii d 
wliieh ho w.is naturally ltd hy those uf it, tliat the person to whom th.s moii> \ 
the pro|diet, A gmlly price that / tins fn'iz- went, slimi d be a pottei, thnugli tie pio- 
ir/o'()/h.ew,y and if, wincbmightcisily phtcy would luv'c been aiisweird u he 
bipiien, ^^luxov be wri'ten for Aj.t't, as had bicn afullci, oi of iiiyotlicrpiidis- 
(\rds'iy is ambiguous. It may be rendered siun it mav also lit i tuber ob-ei u d, 
yet neaier to ll”* original, J took -—and that (fod's reiising to be tlie slipplinnl ..i 
gfiie l/iem, As for the gemr.il pro- Israel, which was rcprisented bv the p.o 
pilety of applying Uiesawoids to this oc. phePs hn.ikiiig bis pastoral slaves', was 
c.isiion, Ithmkitmay well be vmdii'atcdj nevci fully amweied till their fm.d icju*- 
foi the eonoectiuii and sense of the pro* lion after the death uf ( hrist, v. Im li ina v 
phccy m the Old '1 cstamf'iit SI eni'to bo farthei lead ns to reftr the alnoiii ot 
till . Ill ordei to icprcsent to Zccliaj-iah their giving the pieces of silin* to 'hi' 
the l oiiteinpt winch Isiucl put iipunthcir event.—I (lu not rcuicmbu evu u* hi'.- 







*ECT. 


Mat. XXVII. 6«. 


63 Saying, Sir, wr 
rrmerrib^r that th t 


,, F 

But to rcturn-^flto to the Qiain story. When, 
notwithitandins the corifessiOT- ^ Jodas, the 
jL-vvt had criicilied Christ, add his friends had ot the pifparatiou, 
vxvn taken down his body from the cro% and laid it the chief piiect.^ an«i 
■ ejm Je.rph'. tomb on the e.Vfntng hf the sixth 
day of the week, on the motrow, or on the sah- 
hath itself, which followed the day of prepara- 
twn, the chi ’fpriesU, and oiher Pharisees whd 
belonj^fd to the grand Sanhedrim, assembled to- 
p^ethcr in a body to wait upon Pilafe, as with an 
fiSaddress of solemn importance: Sayingy Sir, we 

remember that this notorious deceivery who was j 

yesterday pul to death for his crimes, and is ht> w,i» vei jii’ve,Af- 
well known to have practihcd many arts to im- tc thn e day,^! will 
• pose upon the people while he wat yet living, 
said, After three days / will rise again from the 
Cfdcacl:* Wc desire therefore, that'since his t-'ornmaml iberr- 
friends have been entrusted witt the care of in- mudrTi'n' 

ternng him, thou woiild.'tt order that the sepul- until the third d.iv, 
c/iir where he IS laid may strictly guaidcil >^'>**'i'.<ii^tii)l<scoini’ 
and secured till the thigd day is past; lest his iI^,„''.;‘i.'a’v.^and*^*'.Tv 
di'!c{plei should come by night and steal him miio .he ih'.-iiIr, ii.’ 
away, and upon this should tell the people that, i''ii‘'f'ftii'mtiii'dcnd 
according to bis own prediction, he U nscn'fmm u!a«''lhe 

the dead: and so the last .deceit will be m)r<!e r.rM. 
than the first, and the deluded populace wall be 
more eager to profess their regard to him after 
bis death, than they ever were while he was 
living. 

<.53 And Pilate i^aid to them. You have a giuird 6j I'l'atc‘..nd m.'. 
in waitinjj about vour court m the temple; c-o *^‘'‘’"’ 1 ’ 
your way there!ore, and otder as many of them ,nakt> n ai. Miru \ 
as you think ht, to fuar«h 10 the sepulchre, and loucan. 
to keep centry thei-e all night, apd thereby make 
\it\ as secure as you possibly can. 
r(] And accordingly thcif u'ent and took a de- 66 So iiiey A»rn( 
lacimiont of soldiers with them to the garden 
of .Msepli; and baling iir^t satisfied themselves 
that the corpse was there,they secured the sc- 


this malU'r set in, what sPcins to 
uie, iiyju.st ,iD(t most naioral liiilit, but 
'iiofiuh lia"' some vat'j.'ihle hints upon U, 
uliich I \Mind(;rhu did not pmsui lirthcr. 

S A'tfi th!r'‘c days I atll rise a^uia.\ 
Tncir interi'liii'.; to make the sepulchre 
si’cin-'’ onl\ nil Ihf third ilav end«l, 
hewed, tlut llioy understood our Loid’s 


expression of rising after three djiys, to 
he (as indeed it was,) eqniidlent to <i de- 
c'lantion that would use on the third 
day. See iiotd f on Mat, \n. 40, Vol. T. 
p. Sif. Compare also Dout. xir. 2t', 
with XXVI. 1‘?. 

•> Having first satisfied thcnisclvcs th.it 
the corpse was there.] Common priidenui 



•lai’sure.ic.'ilinpthc as pQ5jj|jJy could, S€alins; SECT. ( 

stone^ that It nii^t not be? broke open with- <. 
out a discovery of the fraud •,* and also setting 
guard near it, who took, carv to place them-xkvir.. 
selves so, that they could not but take an 
nEl^diate alarm, if dtty had presumed to make 
the*least attempt to open tlie sepulchre, aiid re¬ 
move the body, or even to emoalm it. 


IMPKOVr.MKNl. 

^ In how fatal a manner does the way of transgressors deceive 
dicin ! Judas, no doubt, but'a few hours before, was tlunking ^tat. 
witli, eager impatience of receiving this sum of money, which*^''”' ^ 
was {Ue wages, of umigliteousness: but though he might fora 
little wliilc roll it as a sweet morsel uiuicr his tongue, yet how 
soon was It/Mnied into f/ie o/” within him? (Job xx. 
12 — 14 .) 

We see the force of conscience, even in the worst of men. i 
lie that had slighted all the warnings that his Master gave him, 
and neither was allecteil by the remembrance of hi^ goodness 
to him, nor by the fear of his di.splpasure, while he was .set upon 
accomplishing his covetous tles'gn, no sooner comes to (eel the 
simgof an awakened conscience, but he is tilled with hoiror, and 


■Hrtuld tfach tlietii to do this, and per- 
lia[iN tlicy nii^ditfiid then' uiivlty with 
\ic'wiu« tin’di id body, as UcrodLai did 
wiili tliut sad s|)(< the t).i)iiisi s hr.id 
Sf't' nutcM (III Mailv m \ ol. 1 . pa,;ii 

1 ’’i. 


‘ i/'e <')rn(' hai" coii- 

iCvt'.iK'd, il.i-j liiialit rilsii i,(>iu,'iii it with 
ItMd, or hud It with lion, hut the sab¬ 
bath uDidd baldly ban' allowed this. 
'lb('_nu,up| uoiild luciint vKil(»iico; and 
til' M'al Would boa soi'niitv afiaiiiiSt any 
fijiiil of tlioirs in ('imlodoiaov with the 
Jis( nvl<.'s,it ill (t (iiuld pobsililv li m* been 
^lis|J(o^ld I ha\<; .ilsu hoiud in the 
p.ii.iiiliiavo .ibo\(', that tins piocautionof 
sf.iliri^' till.' sopi Icbro iui;;bt provent any 
attoinpt, not only t'l ioino\e tlie body, 
but lo (Miibaliii It. For it is to be onii- 
■•idoird, that they had leason lo 

belic\y, that when two »m h nniiicnt per¬ 
sons as .loseph and Nicodeiniis had al¬ 
ready paid such a public honour to the 
Corpse they would desir* also to embalm 
it; which accoidin^ly they did really 
df'Mjru 'Fills w'uild be such an addi¬ 
tional icflertioii on the profieedin'j.s id the 
s.inhcdiirn, as they would certainly dc- 
suelo prevent A mandate from Pilate 
F'li this pitipo^e they could nut be $ur>> 


of obtaining had they asked it, nor 
would dll act of then own court h.ive 
been free fiuiii luiccrtainty and iiuon- 
vciiunce. '1 his method of scaling thc- 
<-10110 wjs till relorc tlio most aid id ev 
pcdicMt tiiiil could be imagined; which 
would el’.i dually prevent it, without 
Itttiog it be publ'.i.ly known tiuu Ibey 
bad the least auspicion of any such de¬ 
sign. I statu the matter thus large K in 
icg.ird toonq of the mfist learnt d jxisoiis 
of tlie age, 'who seems to think tins a 
very (Considerable difliCuUy.—IJiit witli 
respect to the piincipal pom* of his us¬ 
ing triun the dead, itissurelj iiiost-i'iise- 
Icss to say, wuh th it wieli hed ojip, scr 
of the iiiir<ic]e.<iof ('hiist, who hj? brniulii 
upon himselfsui'h just infamy, that this 
sealing the stone lutiin.itcd a toiiiiact 
between Christ and them, lliat he should 
rise III the sight of the lewish ndcis on 
the Hurd day Probablv their desi"!! w.is 
on the fourth day toliave opened the se- 
pulclue, and have exposed the coipse to 
piiblie vK'w ; which had it been in their 
power, had been the most pmrU'iit '■wp 
they could have taken.—But they rhj ii.-t 
seem to have been mad enough to rluiik, 
that if .U'sos rose from the dead, it most 
bcr’tt when tbi’y tliouelit fit to aiiond 



^7^ IhJIeciiowrMihc end of Judas. 

sKct- is uniihlc to ontlufjej tlie cutting anguish of his own rcncrlions. 

3ttm. AjkI thii-i could God, in a rtiom^Qt, drive the mo'-t hardened 
sinner into all the agonies of remd'rsu and despair, hy letting 

’/" ■ loose Ins o\^n thoughts upon him, to prey upoti his heart like 

' so many hungry vultures, and make him a terror to other,'., and 

‘ an executioner to himSelf. 

4 We must surely admire the wisdom of Providence, in extort¬ 
ing even from the mouth of tiiis traitor so honourable a testimony 
of the iimoci'iice of Jesus, though to his own condenuiation. And 
who could have imagined that the supreme court ol Israeli'itself 
should have been so little impressed with it, as coldly to answer^ 
fVfmt IS that to us? See thou t& that. Is this the language of 
rulers, yea, of priests ? But they had east oil’ the I'car of that 
God whoso niimskM's they were, and had devoted themselves to 
gain and ambition. They therelore felt no remorse, even when 
Judas trembled before tliem, and a[»pcared almost distracted, 
under the sense ol a crime, in which they Iiad been confederates 
with him. But their consciences were scared as with a rofl hot 
iron, and all their familiar converse with Divine things served 
only,in such a circumstance, to harden their hearts: us temper¬ 
ed steel gathers strength fron\tbe furnace and the hummer. 

5 Jiidas repents; he confesses his^crmie; he tlirous away the 
reward ot Ins guilt yet was there nothing of godlv sntrow in 
all this. Despairing, he become'^ his own execiuionei; and llics 
to death, and to hell, as a refuge from the rage and i'nry of an 
awakened conscience. Fatal expedient! thus to se.d his own 
damnation! But the righteous jiKlgment of God erected him as 
a monument of wrath, and verified our Suviom’s declaiation, 
Jt had been good for that man if he had never been born. (Mat, 
x.wi. 24; and Mark xiv. 21, sect, clxx.) Tremble, () oiirsoiils, 
at tins thought; that Judas, even one of the twelve, should lull 
lino such depths uf sin and ruin! May we each of us be jealon-, 
over ourselves; and may we never presume to censure whole 
bodies of men for the fault of particular membeis, when we 
find there was a traitor and reprobate among tin* lioly band of 
the apostles. 

see the restless and implacable malice of Christ’s enemies, 
which pursued him even to his tomb, and there endeavoured to 
blast Ins memory by fixing upon him the character of an unfiostor. 
j&5,6o 'I'liey demanded, and procured n guard for Ins sepulchre. *Antl 
lu^re also tve have a repeated instance of God’s taking the wise 
in their oisn craftiness; (Job v. 13.) I'lie s^al and the guard 
served pnly more fully to attest the doCtrinr^of Christ’s resur¬ 
rection, which they were set to overthrow, and to grace the 
ti lumpli they were intended to oppose. 'Flius shall all the rage, 
and all the artifice of his enemies, at length promote the pur¬ 
poses of his glory; thus shall meat at length edme out. oj 
^hc eatery and sweetness out of the strong; Judg. xiv. 11 ) 



After sabbath, the mmen })¥epare to embalm 'the bodif. 

The wrath of man, 0’ Lord, skffU praise thee; and the reiiwhi- sect.*' 
(lev of it shall thou restrain, and shah triumph over it, either by excni. 
thy grace, or by thy \engeance; (I’sal. Ixxvi. 10.) 


SECT. CXCIV. 


(hrist risiint from the dead, the guards jice away in asUmisfi- 
', ment; Mary Magdalene finding the sepulchre open, calls Peter 
ami John, who having enter^ into it, return, while Christ 
'himselt makes his first appearance to her. Mat. XXVIII. 
l Ai.iikXVI. 1,2,'3,4-. J.uhcXXIV. 1,2. 12. .John 
XX. 1-17. 


MAUK \ VI 1 M.\RK XVI 1 . 

M> MIll'll llir ■'."li- JNJ) uhen the s.bbath 7ea<t over,'' wliicli ended srer. 
‘j.iiii n )■, p.ii-t, ID the evening, (.is was often observed be- 


,7' lo'v, Mary Mamidene, and the other Mary, who^'^v^ 

[Till iitliti .V 1 I\,]Mff ’ ■" , 1 ^ . ’ ■ m.Trk 

; lit la.iK-,, diul 'Viis ythe mot her] oj James and .Insi-s, ana ha- 
N'Uiiiit, h.iii I-))ie, with .Ioanna, and simu* other ])nuis wo- 
■.V4(ci s.pn' 1 's "'‘t Dum,'’ u ere so intent on enibalnnna tlu; body 
Ami aimiiit iimi. ol .Icsiiv., thill they had another eonsnlt^oii 
iM.it swni. I—j about It; and, not satisfied with the preparijjpciu 
they had made before, they bought more spices 
and ointments,' that, alter a short repose, as 
.soon as ever they could see to do it, they nui^kt 


‘ e/'■« l/u st'ljhdtk fff Old ] Tins 

tUiK li M.u k (Vjilis'.is 1)1 hny:/ijji-ji t,i 
' Matt I'w i'\pus<)LS b\ .iiiittijor 

pill 111 , 5J i 7/1 //if' iWf// 

iiiilh, ')! II //it Mihliiifh (and conReijnctit- 
Iv tlic |iii‘i rdiii'.*, ivii-k, ot u'IhlIi thesab- 
liatb M.I', till, la'll d.iv,) am uvej ; .iii in 

I'li'iDiii.ui s, 5i| IS, l/ie 

rt,''iii,~ I ikIc‘ ,So Ill'll tlic eonlro- 
\i 1). iwr-i'n M.iipis iiid Wolf’bnrg, ml 
llijs .iiiiji'i t,'ll fini Mi'i'illis-, a''tlifi II- 
ucibiii i;i ilio I'linni, uliDMipjioscs llitsi' 
v( 9 id. in Miittbew in IjpIoii!,' to tlin i'Iom' 
nt llu‘tViiriiei <'li.i))Ui, jikI to ri'l'cr lo 
till! turn i.I'm'jIi.ii iIiu Si'pnli Inc, i& Miy 
iiiin.iiiii.il, as WcliiU'i Ini'! shown in Ins 
li-iiiiiid nnti on M.il, xxviii. 1 
ii Hun t'/ thill Ur, Ike Milh .Toani a, 
.ml i)ir.i.uili I pl.lll^ Miiiiii I) ] Intlii a.- 

liiillllthc C i.ililLl list'- I’DC ynciinl tlu' 

\u im n iilio 1 I't i.iiiic to till' kiio«li<l'-c 

UkU .Ii ^ iir.'ii'-'ri, Mill V .M.i^'ldli lie lb 
•ni'ii'i I'l il 111 n, till’ii'lii'i Miiybyllic 

ii‘i'>’i' lint, .111 I S.il mic oiilv by 'Milk; 


but I nave n.niicil .lo.inn.i hcrO nith the 
lest, .IS it appears from I.nko' \vi\ ip, 
in till' nc\t si'i turn, she Wiib .-immig tin; 
olhi’i iiofuen w!ui luntlotlu sipul'lm , 
.iml «.is one of llioic who Cold tiicsi 
tliiin;'' lo the ap.isllcs. 

•’ 11 1'v houuii iiioic i/.n'fj, &.!' J f uk< 
had III for'ob-ci'I li, t-li.ip win id, p,i"i 
hit 1 . tli.il tiicy pit pan d ' pii'f 1 induiiit' 
111'nt'., .ifiil tli, a ii/'.tcd tin ^ iliii<lli d u 
.ici'mdini; lo (lie i onnii.'iii'iiii: iit and 
Maik Ill'll' '.ii| s>. Ill it .‘i"y'vj,A /• 7- 
i-'fl i.hfii the . 11,1)1,til ti'/‘ iiier, ru , 
t/iiil ho'iutl, I lint, li.'irl ()iliu.‘if\'jilte', 
unit tli(,u(\ci 2, L njff i'll ,n thi nw,i,i',i , 
lun. t> wi'uKi H'P' ’’I Ills I look iijjii I , 
a >.tioa;> intmi.iiioii, t' .it b'litic tiiiii .il'lci 
MS III the <' Cl in.', (on wli it «c i ill Sfi. 
tiMiiai iiiylit,'' iili.'iillu' 's.iljb.illi n.i'i M 11 
<1- il ua-ilii a lawful III jii il.ii 111 aii\ 'oin- 
uioiiwoiK, rhcii i,( i"i.'lic.'its pion.pt 
cd tbcin Id jiiiii h.isc i .ii!;i| .p a.iuiy ij, 
aiumatio dings lui 'Uispn.i'b (■ 



s '6^^ Mary Afagdaleneand others go very early to the sepulclur. 


,»£CT. go and anoint him fvith them, and pay hjm all 
'^cxciv. th'* respect of an honourable interiuciit. 

Now Mary Magdalerx;, with the other Mary 
Salome, were readv before it was eJa) ; and 
'' * 'Setting out very early in the morningp lehiU iV 

was yet dark, tw it began to daten towards the 
jirsl day of the neek, thnj wi nl to take a view of 
the sepulchre ,to sec if all things were as they 
- had left them: and not long after, they were 
followed hy.Joanna, and the rest who were to. 
meet ihciu there, who came at the appointed 
lime, bringing the apices with them, which (as 
was said hefori-,) they had prepared to embalm 
the body of Jesus, and winch indeed were a 
considerable weight; and some [others} of their 
female friends went also with them to assist on 
this occasion/ 


2—And very eai- 
ly in the tnomiiig, 
[Juliii, uhen it wjs 
yet dark,] |as it be¬ 
gan to ddwn towards 
the lirst day ol- the 
«pek,J [Luke, tlx y 
eainutj [to $ei. tlx 
sepulchre,'] [Luke, 
hniigini' the spico 
nhii h they had pr**- 
pared, and u‘it,iiii 
uiili them.] 
[Mai xxMii 
I.iike x\u. 1. John 
xx. 1.—J 


"t Setting out very eaily iii the moinii/ti.] 
The lealIX<1.11x1 iixjciiioii'. Mi. (of 
whose accinate Ohservalions on the Ke- 
kurrcction <)1 ('linst I have given an ex¬ 
tract dt the rixl id the preface tu the thirti 
volume of tills work,) supposes Marv 
Mtt^iene, with the othei Mary and 
tu have set out to \X‘W the se- 
ire hofore the tune they had agreed 
^ meet .luauna and tlx other aoinvii 
there, who were to hrmtj the .spxx's, and 
to Ciiinr about siiii-nsing to enihalm the 
hoily .mid .asthe w<>ii| wyi, rn.ide nseof 
in this plaee h'lth by Maik and John 
(wlxuh ive luxe reixleied vaily,} soine- 
tinxs signili 'S uvei-cui'ii, oi hvhm the tip- 
puiuteJ lirtw, he naturally eoiijecinri s it 
has till-si^iii'i'idLioii Ix'ie, and cum I tides, 
tii.’t the a omen Came tu the sepnh hre at 

... cU 111 '.; tint he 

fijii the time .l^''l(■e(l on, Just .i- liu' d.iy 
tx-txiii li, hieak, vheie.is llic utixjis came 
lull I'uilhcr tdl the sail w.is iisen (Sic 
West’s Oh-eiv. p. 4j. 40 )—'I he did* 
fence between this and ilie scheme lii'rc 
Ellen, i liierty consists in Mr V\ csl's sup- 
lio&iix; the women to have made iuodif- 
t.>i( lit Hsii- to the '.ipnlcJue, and iiicon- 
seipuiiie al that, tui. 'Ilstmct lepults to 
thodisciph's, whiK'ns I haii miUi dthem: 
tliuiigli 1 do not suppose them to liave 
all Clime te.(iilier in the sciuili'hie, h'lt 
• Illy to hai-e met there \etsuchaJ. 
i.iiilairc. diti ixl the sclieme tins antli r 
has pi opus d, til Jilt It b.ivlhecii publish¬ 
ed ti> the w II Id hefnie 1 had Cuinposed 
tills ILtimoiiy. I shun Id have ehosiii to 
hdie formed it it> a nearei airei fiit.iit i j 


it, but have now left it to appi ar with no 

m. iten.il altnaliuii in its uidci 

‘ llwi/ zienl to tide ii iiiujol the ifj)ul- 
ihte \ \ hiiie rendeu'd the w-ud n/?!:., 

vjent (and ha\c likewise cxjilaiiied the 
wind itOrtccii III tiie same m.imiei in tin* 
lust \cise 111 this section ) which aarees 
IxMci with till Older of the story, and t- 
trci|ix'nilv th» sense in whieli oiii triiii-:- 
latuis ha\e rendered it elsewlicit !sie 
Mat. xii. d, XXI ."ti, XIV. I'J, M.iik in 
19 ; Luke 11 kiisii 1 , Julm x 'm , m 

n, Atts II. C.), xxMii. 14 —Tlietim* 
impoit of tile wurd SFu,;>i'rai Is to tide is 
vino , .11x1 llxis i.iiplies thi-ir guing t» see 
if .ill things wi le iii the -aiiie euixlitiuii 
as befoie, when tliey had sci ii the limlv 
laid III the sepulchic (Luke win. i.i, 
p. 5 ii 4 i )—1 tliiiik M.iijiis and Klsix-i just¬ 
ly obseive, that the \siii cli.vptiriif r.iikv 
siiould nut h.ive ended at tiie pl.x e U 
dkies; fur here. a»niseiei.il udii i p .x'l s, 
dacutt.ixe iS diuded ['lu /m-v Ffl.*-sn j/ 

t , O'- ' y 

r,Tiiy^na'a.y, — T'l n /dl'i Ta.> urtn-ai i.' —ija <0||, 
&.C J Siiili iliwsiuiis are eie.it iiis’.'iiiees 
oi negligence in the pason by whuintluy 
ucic Inst made, h>it in d w<>ik like, this 
liditnoiiy, they are less niau.n ■!, and 
hardly in some cases aioxLiiile. 

^ Some oJhets of then fi male fix rids 
neni .lis.i It was indeed <i eii- 

cmiist.iiiee of dcetocv, i unsxl. i me ili’ 
offxctliev weic luleiidin'r to pcrtuim, 
that the iix 11 and the wuiiieii sliiiuld pci 
foiin llieir lespgitivi p.iits in it hv ili. m- 
seliew; which dccordiiiEls the esancelisis 
plainly iiilimatr they did, Tlx.ii-.Lt'uiig 
out alone was a rcmjikablc iiiitanoe ut 




An aHgel had been there hefonj and rolled axca^ the stone, d^o'i 

^ 3 And thej said jfnd as they-Were ftilvancing towards the so- sect. 

P’^^chrc, they were not under apprehension cxcir. ■ 
avijy the sioiiffroin fi'om tlic solchcrs that were set to guard it, 
the'doirt ot the s.e- had been stationed ,there without their know-v^f'^li % 
’ ledge oil the sabbath-day, (sect, cxciii. p. 566.) ‘ ''j 

but renieiiibering the stone that was placed at 
the mouth of it, they huid among themieheif^ 

]\ ho shall roll away the stone for us from the 
door oj the sepulchre, which all of us togc'ther 
— 4 Foritwasveiv hate not strength to remove^ /hr they had4 
si'cn Nicodomus and Joseph stop up the cn. 

\ trance with it; and it uas indeed tcry large and 

heavy. 

Mat. xx\in 2 . Jhit tills peiplexity of theirs was altogether Mat. 
And behold oeedlcfts; tor God had provided a very extra-‘t ' 

<niHkc, foi tijcaiiBi i ordinary way to remove that obstruction. And 
III ihc Lorddes( uikI- behold, with due regard and admiration, it was 
(d <10111 iii.a\cn.,'iiid ’['bere wus, blit aliuli; before they arrived 

(he ‘.lorn- hoiii Uip tnei'e, a great carthguaIce, (winch would natu- 
dll'll .uidsat 111)011 It. rally awaken ihe guards, if any (if them hud 
fallen asleep;) and very awful and astonishing 
were the eireiimstances that attended it; for a?t 
angel of the Lord descending from heaven, had 
approached in sight of the guards, and roUed 
away the slo'ic Jrom the door, and sat doum up¬ 
on il. And, at the very same lime, Jesus, like 
a sleeping conqueror awaking on a sudden, 
burst asunder the hands of death, and sprung up 
r ni.countriniirf' to a new ami immoital life. Ibit none of they 
V..IS liKp li'iitiiins, ouards saw him rise, bein« stiuck into the ut- 
imi.st consternation at tlie sight or the angel, 
who appeared to lemove the stone: and well 
indeed they might lie so; for his counfenanee 
was like the brightness ot lightning, and his 
long flowing gai’ment was us white as snoic, 
glittering with extraordiimrv lustre beyond what 
4 Aii.i fill f(,ii-of tlicir eyes could bear. And the auards, though 4 
Jiiin Uip kiopiTb did and soldiers, trembled tor tear at the 

as dead ni' ii. '’’ts'** V him,and k'lame like so many dead men, 
fiillmg dow n on their faces in a most helpless 
condition. Jiiitijuukly after, presuming to 
lift uj) their eu.'s,imil finding he had disappenr- 
od, and had left the scpulcbie open, they fled 


il:iir/,e.u .mil courage; pPrbapsiomeap- Ihem, or coirc af'er tlicin, to a?si-.t in 
fiomUiimt. ini'-litbi'ni.uli'wild and rcniu'vni,^ tbe stonr, lliuui;h riotiiji’i.i- 
ilin-i«lii) Vfifc (drlv lip, a-i it slioiild balmiiig tliu body. 

' iH Oil till!) 0 Sl‘.. 15 l')ll,} I illn'r to Ill! tl 



'>Vd 



Maf§%tdins 


T OpCHt 


MMJT. to some (liiUiit place, to cbnsuU ^cir own safe- 
',4^civ. ty in so surprising an occurrence.* 

jj'Mnr-w jjiy tijg vvonuM), who hatl set out loirw xx.—) 

>1- l>i'gan to tJawn, were near tin: plac.“; and Mao' 

1 lir , t I II..- It tic'i (ill the slODi 

Mary Magdalene, trnn.sponed with the ciistin-tak. n iw.i\ iiomii.. 
guishing ardour of Iicr aiVcetion, advanced a sepuh hic 
little before the rest; and, it being now light 
enough to disevrn objects, she looked forward, 
and saw to her great surprise, that the s/ime a as 
ahead} taken away from the sepulchre^ and that 
.'tuko the tomb was open. y/?n/she was greatly fi r xxiv*'> 
« a.toj,feh..d a,„l aUrm«l ..t th. sight, u„'.l ,. 1 .- 
seiiily concluded that tiic body was removed, tncstr.n-.,, ihdanay 
She therefore .stepped haek, and uil'onncd her t>“ "Lpiilclirp 
companious of this cin uuistance, upon wliieii ‘‘'•H 

they [rf/s'o] loohrd, and plainly /oK«rftlidt it t\.is 
as she represi nted. and ihixt the itoue was iii- 
deetl rollid away Jrom the entranee of the ic- 
pulchre. 

And, not roHecting on the as‘-nianco .Jesus 
had given iliem of his rising again fiomlliede.ad, 
they knew not how to account (or the icniu\al 


( They ilul lo sninc di.sUiit place, A". ] 
>\s iicitliini; IS &aiil i>t'.nriy iiiUriicw hc- 
iwcen till in ami the J'ncniN ul ('iirist, 
ihere is ercal rcis'.ii to hclicu' ihfit tins 
sab the case, ns iiulced it is uii otiiur at* 
Counts prolijlile it. shcmld be 

*• Mil V y is,o'(iIi 'f • si;:.' a'liil the itone 
tonHois(j. 1 Kicrv attciitivi 
lender iiiitv h.iic ohs< ivid, how dilTi. iilt 
it IS to lorm the cianjih'ts into one co- 
IIIII nt still V hen, .iiid to reconuk soiik- 
‘ I'l mill,:; I III i4.!i'i . Ill thcr :iC(’oi!iilb. 
!ruw ithiics. I hiipc, »,ri H careful c\iini- 
ii.Mou of it o .led the tolluv. nv; sc'.Liou'i, 
i: mil III' lo’iii.l 1, iiii| i.icii; .d'lc ( 

Mill iiii'iiUoii 111, ui> d.lk'i. lit s.'hiinis' 
iillc'i I iilic. Ii i\c t.ik< II, iioi the p.tOi* 
eiilii (iIjicl'i.oiis air mist tlicin, hutvoui' 
oiilv I'dd U Ui)|il 111 till I iilli'i i mil, III ll 
lit III \MiKh lb iiiitil lull .ml 111 

; HUM I.. \ il iiolt',1 inc sgtisfjr'ri.ij He 
' -I'pi's, ( 1,1 Ins Hole Ml .lului w !) 
'lilt tl.i ic Here t. II .i|i;)c(t3iit-i <i of till- 
i'll <’ i iiiic miiKi II, ,i,id iliut M.iik iiid 

J.iii. piMi. ijiili i.i ill Tn't, .III' It* 

ill! i\ .aid lull I ut ill M rii .d , til il I ,, III 

"'hi I ii,,'i|s f IS 1 iiiiiii istji’d It,) . lUt 

.IS ."'HI Is il I ,( 111, Ilf, till-I tOx.i «i)- 

iiicij ‘ mr !(» flic scp.ihlnc, .'mil s,i\( .m 
iii/cJ V h > tohl ill 111 , " ife ine:, Iffij 

fi;/; V,/1. .//> hilt I lilt he t. n. ii mil 

in 'til. ’ tl.. I •! 1 ..' 'll I ,1 ■' I 'i/u 


“ nhiii h. -.as /««/,” ch.n.cd liieui ‘ P' 

“ , mil h'!' hn (/nd/i/i'v Itut U '.nil'll I . 

“ IrjoK /hi ill Into (luhliI " I pull 11''s till. 1 
j'li iniim'diat! Iv nnd tell ti.c ihsi.jilt 

(wilh-jiil s isiiii; iiiiv ihiiii;, in i ui IhkI 

of the'll.’",) ‘ ili.il soiiu iii,kiiiiiv'i|-ii- 
“ son liai' i’h.'i "i u'.uii/ il hill, i,i" 

“ h"n, tlii'j Iir I'll! uAi'/c ” iiild 111' ii n - 
t 111 Dili'; .i^rani l-o ihc scpi.h tuc, i.i | s, 
th III an hutii, till V si'r inoUiir, i i tin 
bJiJic .ni};cl as hi.tiui: 'ilio, as if ii m ii 
peifcctl,! iiiikiuinii hv iiiiv rijiiiiu <!'' i 1 
lation, tells, till. Ill just III th.' s.iiiii' .unds. 
“ He hnc. 1 . tin'll Mill Jil lUni , !)iil he Ti'n 
‘‘men i and, mutin'' tli n ti 

“ come and iielhi JiLie uh'i. L'l cu ; 
cb.ir'jC's tkci’i .i;iiii “ to I'l- i. n! I.i, "i. 
“ i'l'(,p'c'i Ikbl It' arat I'L u //'«'*; 

“ f '.lere.” Til's IS si'cli .1 sniiii mtv tt 
minis iiiiilnctiuiis, iinint'di.iU Ij snswul 
m>; each iiilicr,as 1 helii'u i niniiwhir' 

he [iii.i'iiclci! —I III's.'In ITU [oli.rlicic, 
(mi'uli Is i'>at, which tmsi jl I'.'c ilis- 
t.mrc ('I S'vpj.-tI \i;i|s, pic . ole I ifs Ii 
to 111' on \ lew 'uf llji ( uin.'i li'is .iloiic,^ 
Is in; ntlil.f I 1 hi.Ii no sii li dir’c ul* ' . 
mil 'll il cd villi .ip. T'lifi c.oi.iii;, I' 
I'.'I't vji.ll.I.Js s IPotri II C tl !■ pi.si 1 "I 

it'3i.irk tu.—'2, .tinl I "kc \si\. i' ' . 
v|i eh sijc note < lo (h s (loii '.'d i. 

ill t 'C 



\ J O li » 

JH'hcii she 


je and her com- sect.' 


John ‘ 

i{> 


N 


XX. ^ of stone;| 

Snd“.m"th™sfmon pa^wns havii^'jC^sulted \ jitile together,-as cxcfv. 
Peter, and to tht well asthe cotimsion they were in,would admit, 
other di-<i iple whom U was thought best that some of "the disciples vv^ 

int^thenijCjS 4^ immediately acquainted withit: «AC' - ’ 
taken a^ ay the* Lord Ih/^ffore rutis back to the cpy with all possibfe 
out of tiif sepufchf^i d^atch,' <md knowing where they lodged, she 

«hfrVt!«jy bi«l 3 

him. disctpk whom Jesus peculiarly Iwedj (by whom 

this part of the story is most exactly and cir¬ 
cumstantially recorded;) (^nd finding them al¬ 
ready up, and full of solicitude about the event 
of tins important day, she says to thtm^y my 
friends, the sepulchre is broke ofien, and some 
or other must have been there, who have re¬ 
moved the Mtooei'iibr is there any room to doubt 
but they home t&khm away the Lord out of the se~ 
pukhre, and we know not where they have laid 
him;^ so that 1 and my companions, whom I 
have left behind me, cannot find any meiliod 
of performing tbaf last office of respect and af¬ 
fection winch you know we intrmded. 

And, upon hearing tfiis, without so much as 
staying to make any repiy, Peter, whose heart»«v. i2 
was struck with such a circumstance, arose in a 
transport of various passions,* and that other 


ixKB XXIV. la. 

— riion arose Peter 


Luke 


* She therefore runs back to thle City, Kc. ] 
It is not, c'xprfSiilv s.iicl, whether the wo- 
nuit with whimi she (Htiie thither, staid 
any where np.ir the sepuirhre, or whe- 
thei they rciuined to the cUy «lth 

but eunsideiing that John, who w^ an 
eye-witness, has inentioued only itfAsy 
Maj'dalunG as rimiiiiigf with tlie. iwvs,' 
her coinpaiiiuiis in the mean whii^^I|:bt' 
stay at some distance, till Peter arid Job# 
canic, .Did had viewed the sepaiebrej- 
and rni(;ht be joined there by the ottwr 
woiuvn who were tubring the apices, ap- 
on whusp coming they might go into the 
sepulchre. (C’omp;ure Mo/k svi,—3, and 
Luke xxiv, 3, in the beginning of the 
next section.)—tohii hints nothing .at all 
of Mary'-' havnt^ looked into the sepul¬ 
chre before she ran baek.^ bim; and his 
uai-ratioii bciug; the and must cir- 
cimistautiaf, must gidde ns lii ^ijusting 
what IS amhiguoub in the test 

* Theif lakttt aioay, the / ord, &c.] 
Tt is difficult to suppose, with Dr. ClarlK, 
Dr, Guvxe, and maiiv other ontics, that 
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she would hare spoken thus, if tlie angels 
had before this expressly asxuied hci of 
Christ's resurrection, and sent her away 
with such amcEsige astiiev di I lotiic dis¬ 
ciples. Compare note 1 * oil ler 1.1, 

‘ .!nd Feter awe.] These »oid3 in 
Luke come in niter the account giu'ii by 
the womsi^iu the eleven,’and all t!ie icst 
of the discjples, (Lukoxxii. 9.) orihe 
aiigcN appearing to them, aud so 
make the chief ubjiciiuD against the 
scheme here uliered to the reader but 
the voTiXlhen, with which this mtsc is 
iiiiro'luccd by oui translators, dorsMOt 
well answer to in the original; and as 
wc ha\o often shewed before, that Liilwi 
IS not always HO exact n bis uidi-r, as 
not to ndmu of sonic transiiositioii. so it 
Will r«n us into greater difficulties not 
to allow It ip Ibe presentc.i'C, in wiuc.) a 
is Hpparcntly ria*oinLle to follow .lohj’s 
order, who w is an eve witi'C'-s, and who 
gives the,last and laigest .icc'-uut And 
indeed, if no irausyositioii mas be allow- 
led, it IS absolutely impossible m many 



' 5?8 Peter ami Jof^m to the sepulchres 

, '■Wjs .'■ ' ' 

ivhom [and\,VS€nt forth, anq 

directly oMf, and never stoppa4; ^11 they came ^ame to the s.- 
, to the sepulchre. And^ not contented with the puichre.] [John w. 
xX.4 swiftest paCife with which they could walk, they 

both ran togetheri ani as tha} other disciple was therr"" bo\h toge- 
the younfrer man, h.c out~ran Peter ^ who ^d ther: and tiie other 
the start of liinv at the beginning, and came first disciple did owt-rnn 
5/0 the septilchre: And stooping dmen [to look’in- to^Jhc sepuiXl*”^'* 
to iti] he saw the linen chtheSy or rollers, in 5 And ,he stoop- 
which tlie corpse had been wrapped up, Ivivg ingdo*ft,mrfiwAmif 
there by themselves; but he did not enter c^othT^lywg; '”e't 
i\in to,|he sepulchre.' Then can\e Simon Peter y went he not m! / 
very’c|nickIy/o//o«>.m 4 |‘Aim, owd having stooped Tinn (ometh si- 
d^mn to look into the sepulchre, as John had [stoopm| 

done before, he was not satisfied with this; but down, tie] went into 
that he might evamine this impotiant affair with the sepulchre, and 
such exactness as it deservedj.Ae went into the ^fL'd **"hy 
sepulchre, and iound the body was gone, but themseKes,] [Luke 
' saw the'linen clothes, with which it had been 
covered, laid by ihemselvesf as John had, 6b- 
7 served from without. And he discovered 7 And tin-n.ipkm 
another material circuihs^nce, which had not I'v^ng^witii 

been remarked before* namely, that the nap- thehnenciothra.but 
kin which was about his head was not laid wtth wrapped together rn 
, the linen clothes, was folded up in a p/atr * 

passages of the gospel-history tomake any spices; upon whose coming to the disci- 
consistent harmony of the evangelists at pies before the arrival of the two Marys 
.vll; as every attentive reader must have and Salome, and telling them that they 
often observed.-^This was Uie view in had seen two angels at the sepulchre, 
which 1 formerly considered the account who had informed them Jesus was alive, 
that Luke has given, (ver. 12.)of Peter’s Peter,'willing to see if the angels were 
vioit to the sepulchre, which I have in- there, immediately arose and ran again 
corporated here with that of Jbho, wheat to the sepulchre, and'without entering 
large relates th«r going tb^ together, in he had done before,) but only 
as soon as the;^ deceived the 'first report storing down and looking into it, as he 
from Mary Magdalene of thesepuIcfarV "eoal^inc noangels there, buten/y Me/in* 
being open, and the body gone; and, aif enddikes fying, (for so il ii that the words 
Luke does not mention Peter’s visit till luifiim povn should berendcredi) 

after the report the women who had seen ifehme back again in great astunislimcnt. 
the angels made to the disciples, it could (See West’s Observ. p.>52, df iff.) This 
not any way agree with that of John, I now think to be the best solution of 
V ithnut alloying the necessity of a trant- thfs diiBdulty; and 'there is thus no need 
poKiiion. fiht, on considering theobser- of any ^ansposilion; of wbioli I could 
vatious made by Mr. West, J ant no# la* not hut inform, the reader, as it is the 
ti-lied, that Luke refers not to the visit principal cfcnlioietance in which the 
« htch Peter made with John, but to a sc* scheme that has "^given differs 

cnndvisitwhich hr made afterwards upon from mine, though I have' left the bar* 
the women’s coming with the report that inony to stand as before, that it may still 
they had seen two angels who hart assured be sfen what I bad oHered; as it tvill 
them Jesus was risen. T hese women Mr. cither way be mnnd sufficient to acquit 
'West, .supposes to have been Joanna and the evangelists fmh> any char^*’ of ahsur- 
')ir otiicr women who came vritb the dity or contradiction, 



but,finding only the iftHiifprisc^ 


ly orderly%anncr, as plain--SECT^; 

V ]j sheivecl th«i‘|W body waa not hastily hurri- cxciv- 

ed away, either by friend or enemy ; birt 
the sepulchre appearrathei*like a’bed-chambe^r 
whi<;h a person on bis aWaking in the mhriiing 

« Then went in aU had leisurely quitted. Then that other dimple J“*in 

first to Ik sspulckn, find being le« “ '■ 
the bfi.iiichre, apd advcnturous than Peter, stood hitherto withunl;, 
iic sii*^ and behev- went hi ttlso to view it; and when he saw fhe 
several parts of the funeral dress in this situa¬ 
tion, he was immediately convinced, and behev^ 
ed it now to be at least' very probable; bis 

9 For O'! vti tiicy (l(»ar Master was indeed.revived." For hitkertoQ 

know i*"- ,s?np- ^hd (he full meaning of those vari- 

iwe asjui iioni the intimations Qt scripture^ to which Jesus had 

so often referred to"convince them that he must 
certainly/•fre'/rom (compare Mat. .\vi. 

21, Voi. 1. p. 487, and Luke xviii. 31—34, 

V^ol. TI. p. 257.) which if they had considered, 
they would cheerftilly have expected the sure 
accomplishment of them, and would not have 

10 Then the dib- been SO much surprised at the news which Mary 

home, [/'ef-r wonder- I hen Dotli the disciples u'cnt awa^ afram folQ 
inginhiinseifatthat Companions in thocity,® not be- 

riSkir.-.- i"S f « Joh" jot • 

12 ,] greatly 'Wondering in himself at what had hap- 


'» But Joltled up in aphicc btf tlself-l Per- 
liaps o(ir Loid Intmiclf folded .up the 
napkin, and tliia rornai^alileoircum&tani'e 
might be intended to signify the perfect 
ojliiiiicst and composure with which ti4 
arose, transported with no rapture-,or 
.surprise at his awaking out of this lohg 
.sleep.—It would be lerv impertinent'to 
inquire whetu'e he had his ukiihes •, the 
angels ,110 diiiibt furnished him with then) 
and perhaps the dneisity of their eidovr 
or form, might prerent hi: being known 
hy bis friends at first sight, 

" He saw, and fti-fiecerf.] Many inter¬ 
preters explain this only of his hclicviii^ 
that the Ixidy was not there; but thht he 
rnnst have believed before/ on looking 
into the tepulchre: I ihther understand 
it as a modest intimation, that he, first 
indeed of all others, betteved thd titlOi of 
('hritl'sffsurrecittm, inferring it, ashe rea- 
'Onahly might, from Uie urder in whith 
liB found the sepulchre. These words 
have a force, and a grace, on this inter- 
pint,ilioii, ttlueh 1 think rjo other can 


give them. Much of the beauty of John’.s 
niniiner of writing consists in such hints 
as tlie^e, which shew the temper of thiit 
cxcellimt man j and, were lie to be con¬ 
sidered mere^asa huinaii historian, add 
great weight to his testuqbnyt See note 
on John xxi, ^0, sect. ccf. 

0 n'ent awa'I ugmt to thehr coTApanumi.^ 
, Sowpo; iaulwf seems evidently to ‘iignify: 
,’(compare £hncr, Observ Vol_. J. p .'U't.) 
Accordingly soon after this the woineii 
found the eleven and the rest together. 
(Luke \xiv 9 )—\.7fix9£iv Trjaj saj'/’ov, 
never, that 1 know of, signilies loimic to 
one's self, or to the exercise or pnssc.ssioii 
of one’s own mind, as some have stiange- 
ly interpreted these words. Luke'!, ex¬ 
pression in that c<ise is ditlcrcut; Luke 
xV. 17, wlieie he sajs of the prodig.it, 
ii( titvlit iKSw/, token be (time to htrn'cH — 
It was ver) piudent in Peter .lud .Kiliti 
to retire iinmedutelv, !e«t they should 
have been questioned by the rulei;., if 
fuudd tic<irihc sepiikl ic. 



%80 Jesus appears at,first Uoes mi knofo him. 

1 »'■''t 

•fiQT. pined, and very coifen^,as to thefevent ^ 

^;xC*V* of so surprising a beghininiy; ^ 

But Jifam, who was now returned, stood near 1** 
sepulMer^er and John were gone 
iTouaft, hot indeed going into It as they bad as she wept, she 
' done, but weeping without, in great perplexity stooped down, md 
at her not knowing what was become of Jesus: 
and as she roept, she alsp stooped down, [and look- 
_ 12<rd] very wishfully iVi/o' the sepukkn: And 'Z 

there she saw with great surprise two angels in tmfr, the one at the 
the form of men, clothed m white habits, sitting head, and the other 
ontflfit'ihe head, and the other at the feet, of that atf'‘et, where the 
nionc'']n the sepulchre where the oodtf of Jesus lain- 
i'<ihad^been laid. Jnd they said to her, with a 13 And they say 
tender regard, Woinan,w)iudost thouweepthm} 

And she said to them, Alasj i ndve reason enough she saith unto them, 
to weep; it is because they> kccoe taken away the Because they ha^ e 
body of Jesus my dear Lord, and 1 know not 
where thty have laid him, or how the sacred ntlt where they ll'a^e 
corpse ipay be neglected or ahused.P laid him. 

14 y/Md just 115 she had said'this, hearing a sud- u Audwhen she 

den noise behind her, she turned back, before tlllned'horudUack! 
the'angels could give her afty answer; end she andsaw.iesus.stand- 
sdit)/wus himself standing near her: and she ins.knew not 
knew not at first ^Aa /was Jesus, his habit be- ^ 
iug changed, h^r eyes also overflowing with 
tears, and her mind being so far from any ex¬ 
pectation of his appearance, and so much dis¬ 
tressed, that she did not so much as look up to 
It bauEftftftiaf,.the person who appeared. 15 Jesus saith un- 

15 Iffii saidJo. tier, with a gentle yoiefe, ^eeJisttS^whom 
fVbnian, u?hy dost t^weep thus ^ and whom dost seekest thou ? she 
thou seek f:And shi^ imomg hirn'to be the gar- soppos^ng him to be 
dener,<i said to him. Sir, ifthoti'hst for any 

unknown reason eome. A}»i-~iiway:i from hence, thou have home him 


P They ha^taken aiwy my Iml, an<l / * 4 J^pomghim to be the gantener.] It 
i/iimi /uil where hwe ^AHTAtfit.] This ia vei^ probable, that Jesiw might speak 
expression may very easily beacuoupte^. low/'pr in a different way from what be 
for, in ou|<^|&aDn«r,0f ranging this story$ . vsualty did; and her taking him for the 
but It IS r^karsn to suppose, she should g:ard'ener, seem* to intimate, ihera was 
spr<ik injiis manper, if one of tiie ah'- nothing very splendid in bis drc--s: 'ac- 
gels iiad-'a few minutes before told her, eordingiy, he appeared to the two 
that Je^us wasriaen. She perhaps ttmught diseiples their way ip Kmmaus, they 
they came to do a kind of homageto- the seejoi to have taken,hiin for a person oi .i 
place whecc he had tain, if she appre- rank not much superior to their own. 
hcri'led them to be angels; vhkh wh’c- l^er eyes ni^||bt, also be witbhefBat lir-i 
tJicr she did, of did not, we dp not cer- from knowing Jqsfis by sonic ^npernatiT- 
(aiiilv know, al restraint, av theirs wei e. Luke xiw 1'' 



On (liscffverifig himseff^ ke^^vm^^em^racmg him, 

bencc, tell ok where wjiet^ the serniil^rc savir fit sblio- st<3r*i 

nourably “ I*#/*'® but iTew bouts tto,' 
awiy. earnestly beg thou woit]aest>im)pwdiately 

me inhere thou hast ^ut I 

fi^e .him, and take eftec^lcare that his eorpso 
8^& be decently interred, elsewhere, without , 
“givilog any lartlier trouble Here. 
ib'Jcsussaithunto Jesus, on this, said to her, with a loud and dis-16 
S'hSF;Sd Sh usual alTectionate way, Mary, 

«nto hi!Bj(*Ribi>6iii, dost inounot know me? [And] Mary thereupon 
which isto say,Mas. tumhig dJrectiy towards him, and eagerly fix- 
' ing her eyes upon him, immediately disei^cred 

who it was; and, transported with a mi^thre of 
unutterable passions, she said to him, Rabboni; 
that IS (Qsay, [My great^ Master oxid Teacher! 
and so much w^ her heart ‘afiected, that she 
could say no inorej but immediately prostrated 
herself at his feet to embrace them. 

17 Jesus saitii un- But Jtsus said to her, Do not stay here to cm- 

noS not “ [’“»j, W P»y ‘bine Itomage to 

ascended to my Fa- me, or to confirjm ’thy laith, both which thou 
wilt have other opporturiities of doing ; jor 1 am 
not yet witlidrawn froniyour world, z.^dtyscende4 
to tlie heavcMiIy court ol my Father, as you may 
imagine I should presently do;‘ but 1 shall.yet 


' Sir, if thou hast hnr.ie hm heneef] It is 
ob»('n'ablt', that she accosts this vtranjjcr 
111 rcst>e«;lful language, even when'she 
took him for a scrvai t, (for xsvwpof can¬ 
not, 1 think, signify the (jxner of the gul¬ 
den;) prudently ictlicting, that an ciiur 
on that hand, would be more excusable 
than on the other, supposing he ^b>til(i 
have proved one of superior rank, io a 
plaiQ dress: and also, that she do^ OiMt 
name Jesus, but speaks in indefisn^ 
terms, if thou hast borne hm hence ; jntU ' 
mating that be was the one persoftof 
whom hci own thoughts and heart were 
so full, that she look itforgnnted every 
one must know who khc meant. Such Ian* 
gusge in such a circunulaaGe was per¬ 
fectly naftiiral.—If there was any hedge 
or harbour near tht sejtulchre, so that 
while she s|iake to Je.m's she was not vi¬ 
sible to her companiCns; or if this avenue 
was such that,'while they came up to it, 
the se'pulchto was between her and Uicni; 
or if'l^y, were now wajUng at some du- 
tance, or coming up Wifh a slower pace, 
t^ng charged with the #eight of the ma- 
y^jals for embalmingi (any one of which 


might very possibly'be the case;) a dil- 
liciiJty'with respect to the tniie of ihcir 
coming to thesepulchie, which may oti'or 
itself to the sagacious render, in ihe dis¬ 
position of the foUowiug section, when 
Criiuparefl with this, will disappear at 
once. ' ' 

» Do npt, embrace me now, for / an not 
yd astemfl^ ^ Wi Chuudkr, 

to his answer to, the oopsidei aliens on 
the 'Pnal of tbg Witoesswe, has given 
toch convincing reasons m the present 
‘Cnse for rendering the word inlu, embroce, 
(which I before apprehended to be the 
sense of it,) that 1 think mjself warranted 
in changing the \ ersiou. ^Ve find i udCv d 
in the next secUon, that presently aiter 
this, when Jesus appeared to the women 
who W‘ere ileeiiig from Uie sepulchre, 
they were permitted to embrace him. 
(compare Mat. xxriii. K, 9. And M.irk m i. 
8.) But this IS w ell acetmnud for by M r. 
West, as graciously designed to calm 
their minds, and to remove the teirui 
they were under; while Mary, who vus 
under no such terror, had her grief dn- 
persed at once, and was jtnmediaiely cuu< 
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SX. 17 


He ^ends 



haanfort hs disciples. 


continue for a little while t^pon the earth, , and ^her: but go to my >, 

give >011 furlheV, oMortunities of seeing me 

again: let lathing therefore now detain tbee my Father. audjour 

any .longer, go im'meiliately fo my dear bre^ Father, and to my 

/Ami, for whomtbavg still theha'meaftectionate a"'* Ji'ur God. 

.regard as ever, and say imlo them^ I am risen 

fruiii the (lead, and after! have paid some visits 

to > on, am shortly indeed to ascend into heaven, 

IVuni whence I came: yet grieve not at that se¬ 
paration, but remember, that as I am going tn 
him, wlio is in a very peculiar sense^w^ Father, 
so I siiali still be mindful of your interest, and am 
also ^ing to your Father, and [ta] my God and 
your God'; for such he is now become, through 
that covenant whiehrbe has e.stablished with you 
in ine:‘ on the whole, tlierefpre, yon have in- 
finitefy greater reason to refpice than to mourn. 

And upon saying this he immediately disap¬ 
peared for the present; mid the other women 
advancing to the sopulchr%,whoce the angels 


vlncu'l that it 'Hasfhii-;t, u'lioti bis cut>- 
ling (icr by her tiami' And, ^ induce 
hci not to nail fui any thing more et' 
pn«.cnt. It a icfv piupet c'ju.>idcra- 
tion that our I ord vubjuins, Fw / am not 
yci iisMiiurl fa >>i'/ Fathir ; in 'ntliijb ho nt 
once abbored her, that he yet 

i|Hitting thi9 ivorld, and plainly intimated 
hi» inteiitipn uf seeing hey.ind his disci¬ 
ples again, and paying frcl|uent visits to 
them before his linal departure, when 
wbat he had latcly-said. to his d's«ipU>s,' 
of Ins iimng to Ihi* Fftthcr, (Johnxvi. '18.) 
bhoiild bi' fulfilled by Ins dlCe]lji;^ioii into 
heaieii. (See West’s Obsm, lo7, A' 
rr;;. I—The sehse^ia obvious and easy in 
this view, and Br. Whitby, (in his noto 
on ill's pldCf,) Mr- Fleming, (Cbristoh 
Vol. ill. p.50'i.)Mr. Crad(Kk,at>dothei8 
intcr|iiet these words as 1 hava done in 
ti e parnphiase; and it is strange that 
Mr. Winston 'hould think thiste\t incx- 
jdiealJe, nnle-s" wesoppoBC '* that Christ 
“ nas immeihattly (u futind to ku Fathtr, 
“ before he could at all couver-se with 
“any of them, or receive the espresshm^' 
“ of their homage toTiim.” (See the Ap¬ 
pendix to Ins Sermons at Boyle's le.ct. 
p. 298.—.lOO.) If there bad been any ne¬ 
cessity fur his ascending immediately, 
he surely would not firsChase appear^ • 
to Mary and then to theothlSr womdn on 
»l,eir way to the city. The intt'rpretfttnm 
here given suits the words .is well, and 
'j'!i“r svnptiircs much better. She pro¬ 


bably thought, that if he «as risen he 
was also leturned back to hii, beaieniv 
Fatlirr. to keep up liiii stated abode with 
him again, as he quiekiv after did; to 
a.ssnie her therefore oi the routiai i, was 
exceeding' proper, and tin; bust re.ison 
tliat Could be given to ptisunde 'bur to 
wave any farther disi'uiirso non, with 
which to Ik' sure she liuistolliern'ijc haii 
been earnestly desirous to detain bvi d.'.u 
IiOrd.—To suppose, with Mcssis. l-’Fn- 
fant and Deausobre, tliat sb<' meant thi^ 
adoration as homage to n ti nipoi al i»rHn.i , 
and that our’^Lnrd's answer was cliicllv 
intended as a declaration that he mu.U 
•fit&fnd to hii Father b^Q)e he ■itrtivi'd hit 
appears to me verv unnatural. 

^ (UKomif bielhren, &c.] By cal'ins the 
disciilles bis brethren, and Ord thnr Fa 
l^er aitd their G«d, he intimates in the 
strongest mannei; the full fur^riieuess of 
their fbQ|t in feaviug him, even without 
over iB^ntioning it; just as the Father ot 
tbe'pr'omgal, (lidkc x\, 22, SC seq ) inii- 
mated bjs forgiy^esi bf ins undiitifnl 
tM^haviottr, by calUm; for the bc.st robe, 
&e. Without kny direct reply to what hU 
penitent child had- skid of his nnworthi- 
iiess'to be oalied his son- .These exqni- 
-ite todches,' which every where abound 
m the evangelical writings,' girt inex¬ 
pressible delight tin. a wi-ll-turned ho^rt, 
and show how perfectly Christ knew oi-s: 
frame. 



Rejiectms'm €y'ist. 

contiftwed, rec^ifi^tbe news'o/ his resurrebtion 


• 


sEc'r*.^^ 

t<‘ 




he news 

from them, an(}’’'ivere directed, as Mary Magda-'cxcu'. 
lene also was, to report ibto the‘d‘^ipies, with ' 
a variety of additional pircamstshces, whibh 
ivjiil be mentioned in the Allowing section, ' , 


IMPROVEMENT. 

liow fit is it that we should sing unto the Lord a neu) song! Mat. 
and with what thankful hearts should we join, on his own day, 
and on every day, to congratulate the triumph of his rising from ^ 
the dead, and to rejoice .in this birth-day of our hopes! ||^w is 
thd^justice of God amply satisfied, or the 'prisoner bad’never 
been released. Now is the reproach of the cross ceased, and 
turned into proportionable glory,, That reproach was rolled 
away at once by the'descending,Rrigel, who appeared, not to 
awaken Christ' from bis,sleep, or to bring him a new life, for 
he had himself a power, whenever he pleased, to resume that 
which he had voluntarily resigned, ^John x. 18.); but he came 
to add a solemn pomp to his revival,, and to strike .the guard.s 
with such a terror as would effectually prevent any miid attempt 
on this glorious Conqueror, when he was bursting the bonds in 
which he iiad for a while been held. 

0 Lord^ we acknowdedge the truth of thy promise: thou didst 
not leave his soul in hell^ neither didst thou suffer the fiesh of 
thine.Holy One to see corruption; (Psal. xvi. 10.) AW w Christ 
indeed risen from the deadj and become the first fruits of them 
that slept^ (1 Cor. xv. 20.): may we in conformity to his holy 
example, be dead to sin, and to the world; that like^as Christ 
was raised upjiom the dead the glory of the Fathery even so 
we also may wal/rin netuness of lijr! (Rom. vi.4.) Then will 
he that raised up Christ /roii/i Me long, quicken our 

mortal bodies by his Spint thdt dwelleth in uS. (Roth. viii. 11.) 

Let the faith of what has b^n done with regard to bur glori- John 
tied Head, and shall at length*be accomplished with respect to ^ 
all his members, daily gladdewobr hearts. When our eyes are 17 
weeping, and our souls sinking within us, let us raise our thoughts 
to Jesus our risen, and now ascended Redeemer, who says to alt 
his brethren these gracious words, (which may justly be received 
with transports of astonishment, and fill our hearts at the same 
time mthjoy unspeakable and full of glory)y “ I ascend to my 
Father and your Fat her ^ and to my God and your God.^’ 

The God'and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is now, through 
thed^th and resdrrection of his deRr Son, (whom by laismg him 
froiprthe ddkd, ho.has so solemnly owned under that rel.'ition,;i 
h^ume our Father and our God. As such let us lionuur him, 
love him, and rejoice In him; and when we must leave thi^. 



’5S4 The other to ^ sepukhfe &i ^m-risin^. 

‘secT^ world, which Christ has ]o6|^ since left, let it delight our souls 
c&cir, to think, that we shall likewise ascend after him, and dwell wit^ 
hill* in this propitious'Ohiiie picsence. In the mean time, y 
X3m^* rftertr wuh Christy let us seek those things "iThich ace 

^ ahaete, where''CM'kt vow sitteth at the right hand oj Gody 
' (Co), iit. 1.}: and let us be willing, in whatev^ sense God shall 
appoint, to be wade conformable to his death, that w’e may also 
\>c partakers <f hu resurrection ^ory. (Phil. iii. 10, 11.) 


SECT. CXCV. 


Christ'having appeared to Mary, the other umjien come 'to the 
sepulchre, and are informed of his resurrection by the angels. 
He appears to the %omcn as they return to the city; but neither 
their tesHmeny, nor that qf Mary, is received by the disciples. 
Mat. XXVIII. 5—10. Mark* XVI.—2. 5—11. Luke 

XXIV. 3—11. John XX. 18. 


, <' 

MARK XVI. : „*«YVT q 

— _ - , • , , .. MAim w i« y. 

.SECT. have just nmv seen ill the preceding see- ]^iow when Jesui 

CXCV. ti}hen {.Jesus] was risen Jroiu the '7“* 

mrfe o» the first f ‘hr 

XVI. 9. (which day w'as atterwards observed by his tol- first to Marv JMa'- 
lowcrs in commenaoratioinof this important fact), daii'ne, oumi whom 
he made his first appearance (0 Mary Magdalene, 
out of whom (as vras lormerly said,} he had some 
time before^ ejected no less than seven damons, 
wlio by-an awful providence were permitted to 
join together in a^fflicting her: (Compare Luke 
viii. 2, vol. I. 334.) 

2 But it time.4Q. return to the women, - 

her coEDpanmns,; from whoai.iabe;had jiarted unto the scpniciire 
when she went to inform Peter and- John that at the rising of the 
the sepulchre was open: (John XK. 2. p. 576.) *'“*• 

These were now joined by {the other women] 
who had bror^ht the spices, and vvhile Mary 
was engaged In this interview with Christ, came 
' up togcilicr to the sepitkhre,: and it was now 
about the time of the rising of sun. * Jnd 


• jt6out the Titmg the «Ai.] TJEe have .Tobn xxt b p- 5T4.); but by that timr 
seen before, that Mary Magdileae, with Mary had qallcd Peter 'and John, and 
the other Mary and Rafomc, set out while they bad viewed'the sepuk^'%, and 
It was yet dark, and came within sight of . .l^aaa was eat]aewith the other vginen 
the sepukhre for the first time, just asit a^o were to bring the spices, a hicb nii,.ht 
grew light enough to discern that it was all pass in lesstban an hour, the snn. 
opened, (compare Mat. xxviii. 1, and up. These circumstances well agree 



Tu' 3 ang€k fOppem-i anc^U t? risen • 


Luke XXIV. 3 . 
And they ente'rcd 
. Imto the scptilcbre,] 
^ anu' found not tlic 
^ Itody of the Lord Jo 
SUE. [Mark xvi. 5 ’.—J 


4 And It came to 
p.us, oa they were 
much , perplexed 
ibercabouty behold 
I they tair] tuo men 
(fuAo] stood by them 
in Hhining garments; 
[one oj them a young 
manj iofui had been sit¬ 
ting on the right iidc, 
clothed in a long 
nhite garment J 
1 Mark K»i.— 5 .—J 


5 —And rthpv were 
alTrmhtcd,] Bill! b'li - 
eil down theti fai es 
to the farth. [Matk 
xn —j. J 


Mat XVVm. S. 
And the ang I nn- 
sneii d ami s nd im- 
t'» the muni'll, | Ho 
ont.idnglitcd'J fui I 
know that ve sock 


J 

haviT^ found opeft,*without any ,ob- 

struction in the wSy, and obseWod »s they stood cxev. 
at a distance that Peter and John Iml done 
like, they enters^ into the 3 

but as they had before stiBp^cted' pn seeing it. 
open, thy found not the body of the Lm'dJesusi 

And it came to passj they were in -i 

great -perplexity on this accomt^ and knew not 
vdiat to think was become of the body, beholdj 
to ttieir inex.pressib)e astonishment, they saw 
the fTi'o angels whom Mary bad seen but a lit¬ 
tle belore, (who had disappeared upoff,tlieir 
coming to the sepulchre, -but now re*l8i«rod 
themselves visible at once,) in the form of ^nen 
arrayed in splendid habits [a/toj came and stood 
by them, the woipen bmng unable to discover 
how they came in i and [one of f AdW] appeared 
like a young *manj with a beautilul and cheer¬ 
ful aspect, clothed in a long white robe, glittering 
with lustre like the purest snow: and this war 
the anL’cl who appeared at first to the guards, 
and [iiho had W«] • afterwards seen by Mary, 
sitting on the right side of the entrance into the 
.sepulchre. And they wax greatly terrified5 
at this extraordinary and surprising sight; and, 
sieppnig back to the very door,'^ they bowed 
their J aces to the ground, zud fixed their eyes 
upon It, in token of the profoundest respect.' 

But the angel, in a most mild and condescend-^ 
inu manner, anmered and said unto the women f ^ 

Do not be iernfit’d at what you see \for we ap¬ 
pear to comfort rather thuh afflict you,and liave 
the best tidings to bring you tiial ever you 
heard: 1 .that in the suength of }*our af- 


eai'b o*hfr, and are presinnt>tions in ^ 
>0111 of tlie order ulitnli nc-have laid 
down. 

s .*)K'ppingbdck to tbc vcrjf door.] This 
it was naliiral fu tbi'in to do j'and from 
the angels afterwards idviling tbem to 
COOK' in and vic«' t)i sepulchre, may 
inter that they were now iwecisely ill 
this .ittitude. 

*■ i/tfif A-twed lAftr /i/rrv fo the-ffroHn/l, 
and filled tbeir ov*ii upon it, A'c.| ^lie 
Words ra wgoTuiirov iif triv y»ir,-do 

not 1,1(101 ite their pmtratm'y thmHhes 
ba*^'jre thi* but a res"i'Oifiil and 

^.SiOK’iitia) ikeiimii i ihtu Acrral', «ud look* 
"in? downward, lliat they iiiighi not ap* 


pear to gaze; which is well known to 
have been feibiddeii to the Jews, upon 
the '.ight of a celestial vision: (BecLxnd. 
xix SI; add compare Jiiilg. Mii. SQ.) And 
it was also considered ai> dangerous by 
the beatlic-n, when their deities, ot any 
celestial niesMiigers from Ihcui, were 
supposed to make thettiiclves visible; 
as I’lsiiei has finely blicwn in his learned 
and entertaining note here. Elsn. Ob- 
serv. V-ol. J p. SSi, 

S Hut the aii^elanswered, &c,] lentiw- 
ly agree with Mr. West, that the parti¬ 
cle should hero be rcudeted Bvt. bi-e 
Wist’s Observ. p. C 3 . 



Jesua [of Nazareth, ] 
winch was cructlicd. 
[I^ukc, Why seekje 
The llviiig among the 
dead [Maik x\i 
6,—Luke xxn —5.] 


Luxe XiCIV 6. 
He is not here, but 
IS risen, [as |ie said;] 
[Mark, behold where 
they Uidbiiii;]fcome 
sec the place where 
the Lord lay.J re< 
member l>ow he 
spake untnyou, i-lheD 
he wasyctinOalilee. 
[Mat xYviii, 6, Mark 

KVt.—6-1 


5S6 And bid tbem a^aint his disciples with jit. 

. sscT. fectioii tjou are ^mi&'toj^^ that holy and ex- 
'cxcy. ccllent Person, of Nazareth %vho was cni- 

'liStr other day, and buried here;\nit u'hy 

seek ye the living among the dead? and why 
• 5 ai'e ye come hither with materials for embalm¬ 
ing one who is possessed of an immortal life ? 

Luke Jit is not herCf but is risen this morning, as he 
*xi». 6. said that he should ; behold^ tlie tomb where they 
laid him; the body is not here: come in, and sa¬ 
tisfy yourselves by the strictest inquiry; and 
view, with all the mixture of holy affections 
. which are suitable to such a circumstance, the 
place inhere the Lord of life and glory, the 
Prince of angels and men, lay for a while a 
breathless corpse: but he has how triumphed 
over the grave: and you have no reason to be 
surprised to hear it: lor it:not only was most 
probable in itself that this would be the case, 
but he also often foretold it, liemember par¬ 
ticularly how he spake unto you, when he was 
yet in Galilee with you, where I know with 
what kindness you attended and ministered to 
7him;* Ilecollect that remarkable A£r?/frt^ of his 
which was so often repeated, The .Sbw of man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinners, and 
be crucified, and the third day he shall rise again; 

(see Mat. xvi. 21, Vol. I. page 487; xvii. 22, 

28, Vol. II. p. 15; and xx. 18,19,p. 257.) now 
this, as you well know, is the third day; and 
Swbathesaid, is most exactly verified. And, 
while the angel .spake thus, they called to mind 
what they had heard from Jesus, and perfectly 
Mat. rememhered^his words. . But go quickly, added 
!civiu..7. lie, and communicate to your frieirfs the joy 
which you now feel; yea, :ga tell his 
mourning disciples, and particularly.' tell Peter, 
who IS so overwhelmed with his peculiar sor¬ 
rows, that he isj'isesi from the dead: and ac¬ 
quaint them also, in further confirmation of 
the truth of it; Behold, he is shortly going be¬ 
fore you into Galilee for I am commissioned to 


7 SjyingjThe yni! 
of man must be de¬ 
livered into the hands 
of binful men, and 
be L'/iioirird, and tiu* 
thud dav rise again. 


8 And they p- 
membered his word, 


Mat XXVIII. 7. 
[But] go [your way] 
quickly, and tell lug 
dibciples [and IVtui J 
that he is rUen from 
tlie dead, and be¬ 
hold, ho goeth ho- 
forc youintoGalilec, 


‘ Remembet how he spake unlo you, when 
he xvasyel m Galilee.] 'I'bis familiar man-’ 
ncr IQ which the angel speaks Of what 
l>ussed between Jesus and them in Gali¬ 
lee, seems to intimate, that he had then 
been present, though invisible, and heard 
what J(‘su!s said. 'Vlic bint suggests many 


agreeable redectlons, which the pious 
leadbr will dwell upon at leisure.—The 
montion which he afterwards dti'kes of 
Peter, whether it were, or werlsijjot 
by a particular charge from Christ, '' 
also observable in the sdme view. 
f He is going hijo/e you mlo Ga/i2rek|^ 



As tlie women depart with: rivets them ,* 5 ^ 7 -’ 

iiieie shall ye (^ce assure vou, that M(?r£y£ mi as he sect^. 

you’iKihlvt'tSid he would meet TOii there; (coni^ cxw/^ 

Ivou. [Maricxvi:?] pare Mat. xxvi. 32; and Marttxivjv«8. p. 476.} ''TTT^- 
^ ‘ /, who am one of the angela, that stand in 

the presence of God, hania told .^olt this, aud^ 
associate is here' ready to attest it ^ ahd‘ 
therefore, important and wonderful as the mes¬ 
sage is, you need not at all scruple to report it. 

Mark • XVI. 8. And Upon this, instead of making any further Mark 
t“ckfn aS‘ n scrutiny, they went out quickly,^ and fled from 
lum the sepuii-hre; sepiiUkre as fast OS possible; fort they 
foi they trembled, /m/iWrd, andirtfrecowtfzrd at this angelic vision; 
r.Hlto“dT,My “"rf-whoever they met by the way, they eaid 
thing to any man, nothing to any one of them far they were very 
for iheynm-afraid; njucli affrighted; {blit} .wUh hearts full of fear 
tainl »ith fear and jjjgy had*$660, and With a mixture also 

nil! to bring his. fi.«- ot great joy^ at tins happy*news which they 
cipies word ] [Mat. had received in so awful a manner, dhey ran 
^*nl" „ with all tlie speed they could to brins his disci- 

Anil they vent too<. 

ti'ii hl^ ai-ciples., be And US they wgre going on their way to Mat. 
r.)id,Je-.usmettbem, discipksff’’behddy Jesus himself Wff 


When we consider this expression of the 
angel to the women, as Mark has relabd 
i', [tiTalSi —uTt Tt^myti JjjCrtf, &t’] the 
■ 'oiiitructiun sbeut, as the Icained Bos 
observes, .(F.xeien. p. ‘23.) that these 
.voicUare tlic iiieisaKC nhieii tbe angel 
puts into the inuutli of these women, to be 
delneifd bv them to the apo-tles But 
w hat IS added, | i/if-i- iluiUyt lee hirn] may, 
cooMsioiit with Ill s eriticism, be iiiidei* 
<it(bid as in the {)jr.iplirase,wh,ch makes the 
nen^e more complete, hv adding a very 
innterial, aud, to them who so tenderly 
liAcd .fesi'S, a scry delightful circum- 
atanee; namely, th.it they should wchim 
/hi rme.'ifs, and not merely receive the 
most iicdib'e assurances of his rcsur* 
leeti >11 fnan others. 

? 'lAetj Vefnt uul (jUicUy.'\ 'f'his is the 
evact import of the v,utAt^sh9dvat, which 
lo the same in both the evangelists, but 
is properly rendered here in Matthew, 
Viey dapaTlrd, (.See W<’st’s Obsorv. p Sdi,) 
h i/h fear aH.djuy.\ Jt was so natn- 
ral for such a mixture of passions to 
arise on thn grand occasion, tliat 1 think 
very little stress is to bo laid oi) Mark's 
mentioDiip^ Uieir fear alone and Mat¬ 
thew •s^-Jli-nNoniiig their joy with it, to 
pro'.r they relate diiiercnt stones.—I 
h v>',sinci’ the pleasuie to find, that this* 
.s ryprcavnied id ihc same light by Mi. 
West, alia has cleaily shewn, that both 


tlicsc sacred writers speak of the same 
fact. (See Wed’s Observ. p. 37—40. 

• And as they were goinf* on their w.ij- 
to tell hts dticiples.'l Admitting what is 
iiCTO supposed, that there was but one 
sision ol angels (besides that to Mary' 
Magd.ilenf‘), 'and one message sent by 
them, this will 1 think establish'the or¬ 
der in winch we have ranged Una story. 
For if, (js Dr. Clarke and many othCi 
critics strangely suppose,) Mary’s inter¬ 
view with the apostles (John xx. i.) had 
happened between Iheapgeltc vision and 
this appearance of Christ to the women, 
such a connection as this would have 
been very unn.itui'al. Matthew woulduu 
.that hypqthc.sis rather hate said, And 
Kheti till'll had told hu dieaples \aud they 
' believed then not]. Jesus met them, See.— 
But Mr. West, who apprehends that theie 
were setcrnl distinot appeamnees of an- • 
gels, and two distinct appearances of 
Christ to the women, (the first to Mary 
Magdalene and the second to the othei 
Mary aud Salumo, when the other woiin n 
were not piescnt), concludes, that thpic 
several facts were reported to the apji- 
tlfs at lUiferenc times, and by (JiiTcrcnt 
w'omen ; and that .Ioanna and the uthci 
women, who had only seen the angeix 
after the two Marys and Salome were 
gone fwin the sepulchre, made then le- 
purl to the upu*tl‘;s biloie <hc aiinal o) 





. $88 And bidi them but 'gdi(titd UU his brethren. 

, sRCT. Jbrm of coiigratu- wying. All hail. Aod 

latory satutaticwiB^ ffaii, my fWonds! 1 give you 

'And upon this, beginning to worshipped kai. 
36^111 recover ftx!i|ti, their fear, as they saw it was Jesus, 

^ t' $ tkev dreio ikttti' In tlvfr most respectful manner^ 
bndf prostrating themselves before him, isek 
' hbld of his feietf and embraced them, and paid 
' < their homage to him on this joyful occasion. 

1 10 Then Jeimf as he saw that they were still in lo ■nien saidjcsus 

a great deal of,confusion, did not, long permit 
them to conUnue in that posture, but comfort- brethren; that they 
ed atid dismissed them (as he liad done before s'* ‘"to Oaiiiec, and 
witflVespect to Mary) j arid said to themy Be not 
any more afraid, for you have indeed no reason 
for it; \hiv(\ as you have now the fullest proof 
tliat I am actually risen from the dead, go ye 
therefore and tellnny dear brethren, W'lioever 
of them you may meet here m the city, * that 
the^ go mso^ into Galilee, t-p the place I for¬ 
merly appointed (see note ^ .on Mat. xxvi. 32, 
p. 476): and when i proper^umber of them is 
met there, they shall nie- Appear publicly 
among them, to reuiuve all the remaining doubts 
which any ot them may entertain as to the cer¬ 
tainty of niy resuiTcctiou. 

Luke Now after Jesus had spoken these words, he Lukc xxiv. s. 
\immediately disappeared ; and the women ran 
ton to cariy the news : and when they were re- and told all thtso 
turned fi omthtiSepiiU:hret.Qi&n\sa\eva, they told 


sxiv. 9 


the two Marys Salome; and by thus in their flight. The words [rir Mry Kent 
representing the ttdry ilk'a different or- to tell h's dziripfrr,] aro indeed wanting in 
,der, bo obrjla^ the difficulty arising many ancient leisiuns and inanuscnpls, 
from the acedupt Wbicb the'two disciples ns Dn Mdl has shewn in his note on t^ns 
that were going to Kmniaus give of the 'place; but Dr. Whitby, with consider- 
report they had beard frotq the women, ‘hblc rt'ason, contends that they are gc- 
Luke xx.iv. 2^—24. (See West’s Observ. 'ftmne , (see bis Examcn Millu. p. 01.) 
p. *77, 86, X seej.) ' ’ ahd die sense of them seems implied in 

*■ Jesus hiniaetf met them.] I cannot the dose of the,preceding rerse. 
think, with Dr Lightfoot, (Hit- Heb, in ^ My hetltren.] The reader will obsene 
loc.} that th is relates to his intrrv tew with ouf fjird 'spe.tks the same language here 
' Mary Magd.ilone doscHbed before; for vhihh he hod used John xx. 17. (.See 
■ though an cnallage dr eschaiigr of nunt- note* on that text, p. 582.) No doubt, 
bers be sutnctidies used, (see note** oB' these affectionate friends of Christ were 
Luke xxiiL 646.) yi t it U not to be '.exact in reporting this rircumstance, that 
admitted'tllfl^ut necessity. Nun, it is their iitjiired Lord called them kis bre- 
Ccrtain, Mary was alonC'when Clwist ap- tjirensUIl. And both Matthew and John, 
peered to h' r, and that appearance wa.s to whom the glad tidings were immedi- 
at the sepulchre, this beta ecu that and ately brought, felt it strike so p^erfully 
the city, and probably after they dis- on fficir hearts, that they could tnA but 
patched some consideiable part of the way record it. 



They g&aiM tell all }hM ihik^s^^ the Mcipks. 



things onto the all tkexe thing'if iff the eleven ap^jtl^s, emd to all stsc^t. ’ 
fcar"’of the disciples; w^om.l^iey jne^ with cjot-: 
>y ■■ then, or on the following days,® jhiviilg it 
a^ heart to deliver this initp^rtant li^sage 
, most punctual and effecfilal manner. ' ; ' 

10 It was Uury"' 2 ’^l^^lheywet'e Mary Magdalene, and ^oennafiQ 
Majgdjiene, and and Mary \the motke.r'] nf Janus and Josds, and ^ 

* S.r‘rf gone »*/• 

and other»»/«n/Atfi to the sepulchre, as above, with an intent 
were with tbfin, to embalm Christ’s body (p. 574,575,) who were 
Th^ng^s u°nto ^Uie persons that were thus honoured \\-^th this 
apostles. ■ message from the aijgels, and from Chfilt.-him- 
‘ self: and who accordingly’ came and told these 

things to the apostles, who had none of them as * ' 
yet seen any thing more themselves than that 
+ the sepulchre was-emply, and the linen clothes 

MatiK xyr 10 . laid in order. Jind Mary Magdalene in parti- M»rfc 

kniV^eut an^d t^id the Other women, and/o/rf//le *'*• 

|tho\iisapies"] disciples that had been so constantly m??V/i iim, 
lud been with him, US they were moui^ng and weeping for thp loss 
as. they mourned and of (jgar that she also had seen the 

wen the^ aud indeed he had appeared to her 

that he had spoken the first of ail the compaoy, and had spoken these 
these things unto graclous things UHto her as well as to them re- ' 
her.] 18.1 h ,3 resurrection from the dead, and 

had expressly ordered her to acq^uaint them 
with his purpose of ascending'ere long to his 
Father and their Father, and to bis God and 
their God. (Compare John xx. 17, p. 581.) 

11 And they, when But such were the prevailing prejudices thatu 

they bad heard that bad possessed the mindsof the disciples, and so 
b'rLti'ShcJ, b"''! their spirits dmected, and their 

heved not: (and ,hopes blasted by the death of thSit Lord, that 
their words seemed though they c.ould not think' this was related 

taies'iTLuke xul* ® design to impose upon them, yet they 
11 ] ’ were ready to impute it to the pow'cr of ima¬ 

gination ; and even nshen they heard that he was 
actually alive, and had been seen by her, and by 
tho other women who also testified the same, 
they did not in general believe it; but their words 
. seemed Iq most of them as an idle tale, and they 


" And hall the re/.] This I think shouldj he iransposodin such a niannci .ii 
refer? only to one report, hut-'to the is ntfeesaary for I'cconciling it with the 
ie[K!TMon of the testiinony to any of their scheme wt have proposed in the preicd- 
pi''>is friends who believed in Jesor I and mg seetiuii. Cuuipoiie iioler on I.uti 
that be admitted, it will be anoddi- xjwiv 12, p 
tyhnl proof, that what is said in ver. 12, 




Jk^ctimu to cmfUft ^is disciples 


p SECT, determined to Suspend ttieirbdiicf of so import- 
cscT. ant a fac,t, till they were satisfied of it by the 
testimony of‘their own senses; which, through 
; the great <i|:^escension of their Lord, several 

^ 'oftheut'we^ before the end of that day, as we 
shall quickly relate. 


IMPROVfMENT. 

; Mat. We are now again called, as by the angel’s voice, to come 
xxviu.6.and see the place wlierethe Lord lay; and to take an affectionate 
. survey of that sepulchre which our rising Saviour had left, and 
wher$tbt^had laid aside the dress of death, as a token that be 
’ should return to it ho more. How wonderful that he sh/^/nld 


t ever have lain there 1 that the Lord of life should have dwelt 
. among the dead, and from the glory of the throne of God, should 
* have sunk down to the abasement of the grave !—But he. has 
burst its prison-doors, and has abolished death, and him who had 
the power of it; abolished it for himself an4,us. How .arc all its 
terrors now disarmed! 0 death, where is thy sting! 0grair. 
where is thy victory > (1 Cofe'-Sj^v. 55.) 

8 With what pleasure did tab angels deliver this gracious mes¬ 
sage of their Lord, as well as ours ! and with what transport did 
the pious women receive it! Behold the tender care of Christ 

, over his people! Angels have it immediately in charge to send 
the glad tidings to bis disciples ; and Jesus repeats and confirms 
10 them. Go tell my brethren, I am risen from the dead. Lord! 
thi.s thy language coucerning those wlm but a few hours bc- 
f()re had forsaken tbeej and one of them, with such dreadful 
impreeatipns, denied thee ! Yet even that disciple is not exclud¬ 
ed ; nay; to him is it peculiarly addressed : go tell thy brethren, 
particular tell Peter, that he, poor mourner, may especi- 
‘ ally be comforted. Copjpassionate Uedeemer! tliou hast brought 
. up from tbe'lpAflb wi^'thee, that tenderness and goodness which 
laid thee there! ' 

9 Suph is the freedom and glory'of thy grace, that thou some¬ 
times dost first manifest thyself to’those wdio were once in the 
most miserable bondage to Satan, .'Whenever this is the case, 
may the peculiar obligation be remembered ! May every re¬ 
mainder of unbelief be subdued otitf souls ! and maywejoy- 

lOfully communicate to all arounil us, the tidings of a risen Saviour^ 
and the mereiful discoveries of his presence to ns! 




SECT. CXCVI. . :v 

; » - ' ' , 1 ,. 

27/t guards, rehiming to Jerusalem, make their report ia tk€ " ' 
clue/ priests , and art bribed to saj/, thatthe duciples stale tM 
bocli/ of Christ while thej^ slept. Christ appears to Peter, and • ‘ 
then to two othei' disciples. Mat. XXV 111. U—15. Mark 
XVI. 12, 13. 

mat. xkvm. 11 . . MAT. .XXVIIf. 11 . 

^ow when they f^OlV while these extraorcliirary things were sect. ‘ 
were go^lp, be- transacting, and [the women] were going to cxcvi. 
wjtc’h '"r.fme unto djsciples what they had heard and:S^n, 

the und shew- behold, some of the guards, who had fled-from 
ed nuto” the ehief the sejjulclire 111 great consternation, began aVt 
fbji vere recollect themselves, as to the excuse 

they should make iof its being broke open, and 
the body being gone, as it would soon be known 
that it was: they came therefore into the city, 
and told the ciiie) priests, from whom they had 
received their immediate charge, all that had 
happened; and urged bow impossible it was for 
them to make any opposition in the presence 
of the angel, who shook the very earth with the 
ti'rror of nis appearance, and therefore might 
be easily supjiosed to take away all power of- 
resistance i'rom them. And thus.these ignorant 
and stupid heathens became in effect the fli'st t 
preacher.^ of Clirisc’a resurrection, and were 
witnesses of the truth of it to the most inveter¬ 
ate of his enemies.® 

ij And wben they This report could not. but strike the chief J 2 
wne asseunUeii witii pricsts into some amazement and confusion ; 
tho ebiers, and had j therefore they immediately convened' the 
saiilicdrim ; and having met together with the 
elders of the people, they deliberated upon it, 
and consulted among themselves, what they 
should do in so perplexing an emergency j and 
particularly, whether they shbuld dismiss the 
guards, with a charge to coiicpal the story they 

“ I'hcse ignorant and stupid Iieathens lifip ag:aiii; hut, instead of imagining 
bec.ini(' in.fiifect the Krst iir(,*acIiQr!‘t tfc.] ttiemsi'Ues concerned in the purposes of 
.Such ui'wa, coming from tuii'h ^niuns, his reiurreition, they might perhaps 
must undoubtedly throw the pricsts in- abuse tlu-ir knowledge of it, to confirm 
to mexprcs^ble confusion; but it is re- their belief of some superstitious talcs of 
markable, tliat neither the soldiers nor their own priests, which bore suinr little 
the piiests were converted, by whnt the. rest-mbiance to it; as those of Alcestes, 
one S. 1 W, or the other heaid. Perhaps Hippoh'tus, Hercules, and many others 
th I so^tlieis might flunk that lesii<i was, did See V'alor. M.i\ lib. 1 . cap. via 
iiLcshmc of tlicli fabulous heroes, the 5 l‘t, .rid Plm, Nat. (list lib vii. cap 
f'-'oiofsomo deity, who brought him to V’. 



5^2 They hire tkent to HuMkiptessiok^hoA^ asth^yslept: 

i I I 

'V:stcT. had told them; op should accuse them to the money 

ycxcvi, governor, and attempt to punish tliem for ne- 
/J5!^^^^ectingth'drdaty: but, considering the raan- 
'in whic^ thegotjernor had appeared affect- 
12 ^^ towardsJ'esus, and the many prodigies which 
bad attended his death, by which Puate’s coru 
* science must have jbeen. in some degree awak. 
fined; and also knowing they had no positive 
proof of any negligence or treachery in the 
soldiers, iAey resolved to commence no prose¬ 
cution against them, and to pass it over without 
any complaint; but, apprehending that the most 
eficctdal method tlicy could take would be to 
endeavour to pervert their evidence, they ffave 
[tf] large [smwi oj] money to the soldiers 
* Sayingy Since this strange thing has hajipcued, ^3 Saymg, s..y yc, 
whether there really wVs anv^sorcery in it, or 3' 

whether it was merely your dream,® it must for imii away while we 
the public safety be concealed, or the whole oM- 
nation will be deluded add undone: we must 
therefore insist upon it, tnkt neither you, nor 
your companions, say any thing of what you 
imagine you saw; but if any should question 
. you about it, and pretend> that this Jesus is 
risen, say ye only in tlje general, We were 
. weary with so long a watch, and dropped asleep; 

■Jljand we conclude, that his disciples came by 
\ Xnight and stole him. away while we slept. ^ Jnd U And if tin- 
you have no need to be afraid of being' punished 

*■ 1 keif ga'jt ^ hrgf svto o{vuney to the event; ard, layini^ it down as a first 
soldi^^.] Mr. Ilitton very wieii obsenes, principle, *'Uiat Je^us must be an im- 
(iii Ins un^^erable ddiVon'itratioh of postar,’' they would, of course, incline 
(.bust's resurnietioA, p. 29f^,} that had to impute his resurrection, as they had 
they not been afra<d to put ttiem to'( ascribed bia miracles,to some diaholical 
death, as they were Romans, it is veryg opeiation. It is boweicr probable, that 
ptobable that Caiaplias's qwsitn, ( John^ such-artful men might epeak uf it in sm h 
xi. 50.) That tt -jias better one man should loose terms as the paraphrase represents, 
die than all the'pea^'fetish, vion\6 hare though they Could not seriously endea- 
cost some of them their lives t- at least Vunr to persaade the guards they wen- m 
the commanding ofSeer, had he'been a dream. 

lullv 111 their power,,would have behn in A tie slept.] It 

iinniincnt danger Could they have (ras ridiculous to pretend to say with any 
proivid aav aeglect, no doubt these so|. certainty what passed uhile they weie 
dieis have beeu'prosecuted to the ' asleep ;^e« that this was in elTcut only hic- 
utmoSt;' (a* Peter’s guards wcie after- ' ing to say, thht they knew uuihin? 
wards. Acts \li. 19.) . j^ut, as they were uf the matter, and did nut observe am 
destitute of alt proof, it atui prudent not thing more tjban ordinary h^cf passed that 
, io prosecute them at all; for, had Pilate night. How absufd this pretence was, u 
acquitted them, it would have been in llmusaad circumstanrps concur to shew ; 
effect a public dccKaration, that he was as most writers in defence of fhiistianity 
convinced Jesus was indeed risen. hate demonstrated, and perhaps (.one,, in 

s Whether there leally was any sor- few words, better tbaii Bishop Bu^ft oh 
_ (eiy in i’, JCii) They must, to be sure, the Articles, p. C4. ') 

I'uazlcd to aceomit for this strange 



Which story is still reputed among the Jews. 50 ^: 
• ■ ■ \ 
iior's ears, we will for your nrgligencc; for if this should conne to sect. 

«^ii*r2^oii. heard by the governor^ and he 6 h()akl blame cxcvjt; 

you for sleeping on your guard} we will p^r~ 
suade him to make no farther inquiry *^XX:^l 5 l 
^ end by our interest with hifti will m4iceymi eioisy 14 . , 

N ' and secure. 

15 So tiu y took themimey that was offered'them, 15 

tli(‘ moiiev and did j-, ' , 1 ,. . l. j 

'qstiroywtrp taught: taught; and, according to 

and I'his saying is their instructions, they concealed what tliey bad 
commonly reported seen, and pretended that some of the disciples 
ti 7 thif day have taken the advantage of, their weari¬ 

ness and neglect, and so fiave carried off the 
body while they were fallen asleep- Aitd^uch 
are the prejudices of tliat unhappy people, that 
this story, wild and senseless as it was. is com¬ 
monly reported among the Javs even to this day: 
and they still choose, in opposition to the most 
certain evidence, to believe this extravagant sug¬ 
gestion, rather than yield to the truth of Christ’s 
resurrection, though solemnly attested to them, * 
by many who saw,and conversed familiarly with 
him after lie was risen from the dead; of which 
number IVter was one, who was early dis- 
“ tingnished by the favour of seeing him, and 
** to whom indeed he appeared first of all the 
“apostles.”'’ (See I Cor. xv. 5.) 


« litpnrfed amotiff the ,Texes eien to this 
Joy.] This si-ems 10 intimate, Th.it Mat- 
thi'M his gospel seieral ycais after 

our lord’s ri siirrccliwn —As totin’ in- 
diistrv <if tln^ .Jews m piopa^atiiig this 
■ epurt, it IS \ery obtcrvaldc, that Justin 
jyiait\r, (IJialog. cutn Trypli. p. 568, 
Edit. Tlnilh.) expressly asserts, “ that 
“ the lews sent chosen men of nonsidcr- 
“ able rank over all the world, nut only 
“ in the neral to repicsent Christianity 
.as an impious sect, but to assert thht 
“ the Iji'dv of Je-.ns was shjicii out of bis 
“ lomh hy night, and that HiO pofsond 
“who ihus fraudulently conveyed'him 
“ away, took occasion frdnl thence to 
“ report that he lose from the dead, and 
asepnded into heaven ” And this mes¬ 
sage IS spoken of, as liavihg been lient 
before the desiructton of Jerusalem. 
Compare note » on AcU zxViil. 22, Voh 
III § 1\. 

tPeter was one, ■■■■to whom he ap¬ 
peared rtrsl of all thebposUes.] Though 
the evangelists have not recorded tho 
particiilni eirciiinstances of onr liOnf's 
upiy'aiaiice to J\tei, vet it ivei iilent that 
he^jipe.ared lif-t to )’*'tcr bclore he was 
VOL. II. 2 


seen hv the rest of the apostles (Com¬ 
pare 1 Cor. XV. h, and Luke xitiv. 34.) 
Di. Lightfonttherefivrc supposes, that Pe¬ 
ter was one 6f the i«'o disciples to whom 
Christ appeared as they were going to 
Eminausj and imagines, h« was so ear¬ 
nestly desirous ti> obtain a sight of Christ, 
that upon hearing from the. women, 
(Mat. Xxviii. 7, 9.) that he would go be- 
jfbre them into Galike, where they should 
seehm, he^escntly set out with Cleo;^ 
pfaas for Galilee; but, having seen hint 
in 'heir way to Rminaus, tbev hastened 
back to Jerusalem to au(|uaiiit the disci¬ 
ples with it; upon which the rest ot the 
eleven, nS they knew’ of Peter’s joui ney, 
when they 'aw him return so sudclcniy 
and uhexpedu’dly, cried out, tcrlainly 
the Ijoid has appeared to Simon, ehe he 
ttoisfitj never hove c->me iael so soon. (.See 
Lighrfoot. Hor. Hebr, on htark wi. 13; 
and Luke XXIV. 34-) Hut, had I’ctei bceii 
one of the«e two disciplev, n is no way 
probable that, in thelbiu’e aciount which 
r.nkd has siveti of this inattei, ^i hap. 
xxiv. 13, A' sep) hisn.amc would not have 
been mentioned as well a*, that of Cleo- 
phas, or that .s persuii of hi<< forwardnvs-’ 
Q 



^94 Jesus appettnjto two disciples, 

s£eT.. Now this account that Jesus was risen was Mark xvi. 12. 

txdvi. brought to the disciples by the women soon ^ter he appear 

resurrccMpp, on the first day or the week; unto two ofr them, as 
on the same day, Ae appeared to <hey walkei^ and 
' \' two of thevtf though in anotlwr form^ or in a *he coun- 

difierent habit from what he ordinarily wore,® 
at they 'dere walking on the way, and going into 
the emnivif to Emm’aus, a neighbouring vil- 
ISlage.** Jnd they uwif back directly, and told it is And they went 
to tho rest of their companions; yet they did not “■'‘i «nto the 
all immediately believe them, till at length he iit\xd*thev*^t?em**^' 
appeared to all his apostles together once and 
again* and gave them such convincing evidence 
as they could not ’wiilistand. But these facts 
are of so great importance, that we shall give a 
particular narration ol' cacb, .and first, of that 
vvhicli happened on the way to Emmaus, in the 
next secijon. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

' Purely there is nothing in the whole sacred story which doe» 
in a more affecting manner illustrate the deplorable hardness of 
the human heart in this degenerate state, than the poitiun of it 
which is now before us. What but the testimony" of an apostle 


would have continued ailent, and have 
inh Cleophas to carry on the con^ ert>a- 
tton .IS the chief spe>aker: nor does it 
amt with the circninstanccs of the story, 
that after Peter’s going to the sepulchre 
had been related just before, it should 
be only speken of m this conversation, 
(veisc 24.) as wh.it was done, not by 
one ot themselves, but by certain of them 
that were with them; or that it should 
be said, when they returned to Jcrusa> 
Icm, (ver. p3.} that they found the. eleven 
gathered togejthei^, if one of those that 
returned belonged to that number, and 
was one of these eleven. (Compare note 
l> oil Luke xxiv' .‘34, § caeviii, ^ 

8 He appeared to iwo of then, &C.] The 
only reason which Masius basfor suspect¬ 
ing, (Siipploin. Critic. Vol. 11. p. I78R.) 
that tins appearance was ditlereat from 
that wbicli Luke describes, as made to 
the two disciples that were on their jour¬ 
ney to Kmmaus^^l^P* ^^ 

IS this the qomAmoiiB of these two dis¬ 
ci pi' s ,irc rupreSwW hdre by Mark as 
'II It hclieving the resurrectipn ot Christ 
when attested by them; whereas when the 
t \t II di.ciplc'-from Emm.ius came tomake 
tin.- u'pori, tlio rest, before they could 


tell their story, saluted them with that 
joyful declaration. The Lord n nsen in¬ 
deed, and hath appeared to Simu. (Luke 
XXIV, 34 ) hill I apprehend the->e seem¬ 
ingly diHerent accounts may bu lecon- 
ciit'il, by observing, that various persons 
111 the same company wete variously 
impressed and that sumo of those to 
whom the travellers from Kiiimaiis came, 
had, even after their stun was lold, 
some remaining doubts, appeals from 
Luke himself. See Luke xxiv. 37, 41, ^ 
cxcviii. and note > on Mat. xxviii 17, § 
ccii. 

•' Jntotke-countiy to Einm.ius, i\r ] Kiii- 
maus v^as a village about sixty fuiloii'.'s 
distant from Jerusalem, as we arc told 
by Luke (chap, xxh. L3,) and Joseplms 
givee the same account of its situation, 
i'ell, Jud. lib. 7. cap, 6 (ai. '23.) ^ o 
And therefore though they have been 
frequently confounded, tins must hav c 
been a difi^ent place from that wliiuh 
was afterwards called Nicopolis, wbidi 
lay near t|ic Lake of Genesareth, at a 
much greater distance from J’brnsaleni 
See ^alaestiu. lib. n. cap. v i p 

427, dC reg. 



‘ Jiefler/tolu on the disbelief of Wrist's re^uffection. 

co^^<l liave boi-n sufficient to persuade us, that men jivtio had 
been but a few hours before the witnesses of such an awful scene, 
who had bi held the* an^el descending, had felt the earth. 
blirig, had seeji the sepulchre bursting open,by a 
power, and had fallen down in helpless astonishtnent and cdn-n^j 
I'lision, perhaps expecting every moment to be themselves de¬ 
stroyed, should that very day, jea, that very morning, sufter ‘ : 
\thr*inselvc3 tu be hired by a sum of money to do their utmost to ’ 
asperse the character of Christ, and to invalidate the evidence 
of his resurrection, of which they were in effect eyc-witnesses ? 

Nav, how astonishing IS it, that the chief priests themselves, 12 . 

I he piiliiic tninisters of the I.orJ of hosts, could act suctu a part 
as ihii! 'I’hey hear this full evidence that 'he, that Jesus whom 
they had murdered, was risen from the dead , and they well 
Iviiew and romemhered, that he bad liiniscll piii the proof of fiis 
mission on tins very fact; a fact to which the prodigies at his 
death, wliicli they themselves had seen and felt, added an io- 
expressible weight of probability. Who would not have expect¬ 
ed that they should have been alarmed, convinced, and hunibled ^ 


that they should have turned the remainiiig days of the piissover 
into a public fast, and have soHcitbosly sought out him v\ho was 
so powerfully declared to be the Son of God, to cast themselves 
at his feet, and entreat his pardon and grace? But instead of 
this, with invincible and growing malice, they set themselves 
to oppose him, and bribe the soldiers to testify a lie, the most 
to^his dishonour of any that hell could invent. And surely, had 
not Christ been kept out of their sight and power, they would, 
nutwiihstanding all tins, have endeavoured to bring him down 
to llie tomb again, on the veiy same principles on which tiiey 
would have slam l-azarus after his resurrection, (John xii. 10) 


So true does it appear, in this renewed and unequalled instance, 
that if men hear not 'Moses and the prophetneither will theij be 
persuaded ihouph one rose from the dead.' (Lube xvi. %\.) 

No question but these very men, when pressed with the evi¬ 
dences of ('hrist’s resurrection, answered, as succeeding infidels 
have presumptuously done, “ that be'should have appeared to » 
“ thenif if he expected they should believe he uns t’Acrt.” 

But what assurance can we liavc, that the same prejudices which 
overbore the testimony of the soldiers, might not also have re¬ 
sisted even the appearance of Christ himself? Or, .rather, that 
the obstinacy which led them to overbear conscience in one in¬ 


stance, might not have done it in the other? Justly tlierclore 
did God deny, wliat wantonness, ami not reason, rnir>lit lead 
them to demand: justly did he give them up to dishonour tlicit 
own uiidcrstaridings, as well as their moral character, liy this 
mean and ridiculous- tale, which brought men to testify vihatl ’ 
IV7.S dune ivhde they \\i le asleep- 



Jisvs appears to tp^,^ciples as thej^ go to Emmaus, 

The most that common sense could make of their report, had 
they deserved the character of honest men, would have been, 
fthat tliey knew nothing of the matter. And we have a thousand 
times more rename to admire the condescension of God, in send- 
his apostliiis to these wicked rulers with such additional proofs 
and messages, than to censure his providence in preventfng 
Christ's public appearance. May he deliver us from the treach¬ 
ery and corruption of our 'own hearts! May he give us a holy 
tenderness and integrity of soul, that vve may see trutli wlierJ- 
soever it is« and may follow it whithersoever it leads us; lest 
God should choose our delusions, and give us up in his righteous 
judgment to believe a lie, and to think ourselves wi^c in that 
credulous infidelity, which is destroying its ten thousands amongst 
us! 


5ECT. exevir. 

Christ appears to the two disciples on their may to Emmaus, and, 
having opened the scriptures to them, mahs himselj hno'Sin in 
breaking of bread. Luke XXIV. 13—33.— 


Luke XXIV. 13. 

ItcT. are now to give some farther account of 
that fact which was hinted at in the close 
of the preceding section, of our Lord’s appear- 
disciples on a journey : and the 
I 3 C^ was this. Behold, (for it is a very observ- 
abld story), two of them were trav£U(ne that 
very day on which Jesus rose from the dead to 
a village jailed Eipmaus, which was about si rty 
furlongs, or someiVhat more then seven miles, 
l^from Jerusalem, y/ndasthey walked along, 
they discoursed, together' (f all these ivonderful 
and important which lately happened, 
aild wiuch could not but lie with great weight 
15 on their spirits. -And it came to pass, that as 
they talked about the sufferings and death of 
their beloved Lord, and the report which 
had been spread, tliat morning of vhis resur¬ 
rection, and arguid the point together with 
visible marks of the greatest concern, * Jesus 


ivKr. xxiv.i 3. 
AND behold, tuo 
of ihem M’CDt 
that same day to. a 
\illagc colhd £m- 
matis, which wiu 
from Jerusalem 
<i6uul threescore fur¬ 
longs. 


14 And they talk¬ 
ed together of all 
these things which 
had happened, 

15 And it came 
to pass, that while 
they cottimuiicd fa~ 
gether, and reasoned, 
Jisus tiim&clt drew 




Argued tTfflij{lihint toge/Aen!.] The word 
(as Mr. West observes,) signifies 
iodiscuis, examviftOT in,june together i and 
It appears, from the connection, that as 
lliey were discoursing on t{te suflerings, 
and death, and resurrection of Josus, 


the scope of their inquiry was, how to 
reconcile these events with what had been 
foretold conei-rning the Messiah, which, 
by the message that the women had but 
just before brought from the nngels, they 
were particularly called to remember 



and enfers into conversation with thim as a stranger. 3$^ 

t * 

"heiii ********* himself drew nearj as one eoaie from Jeru- 

* ‘ Salem who was going the same way, and fravel-cxcvsii 

led on with fhem. ^ 

ic But their eyes But that they might not pr^titiy discovef vytP 
Sy ‘should njj who he was, and be prevented by this mean's jg 
know him. from expressing their own tl)oughts with free¬ 

dom, he appeared to them in something of a 
different form and habit from what he usually 
~ wore; (compare Mark xvi. 12 , p. 594.) and be¬ 

sides what there might be of an uncommon vi¬ 
gour and majesty in his countenance, their eyes 
were so affected and restrained by a secret but 

f iowcrfiil influence on them, that they did not 
ook upon him with thut attention and recollec¬ 
tion which might have been expected; so that, 
on the whole, though they were some consider¬ 
able time in his company, yet they did not 
know himy 


n And he said un- Aufi /i 6 ’ Joined himself to them, as it were by 17 
to them, What man- accident, and, after the usual salutation, said to 
tions are thc^e that tfiem^ May 1 inquire wimt ate these matters 
yc have one to ano- wInch i/mt are conferrhig upon between yoitr- 
iiicr, as ye walk, ggi-pfs, as vou walk, and about which you seem 
to be so much concerned t for 1 perceive yoa 


to be very earnest in fli.scourse, and see that you 
appear with a sorrffwful countenance. 

IS .\nd the onoof ^‘tnd OHC ['f the /avj, whose name was CUo- IS 
them, wiiose nznw phas* ansxcei cd and said to him. You seem to 

was ciebph ., an- come from Jerusalem, and' though you may 

swciiiig, said unto . , *i 

® perhaps be no more than a stranger there, yet 

is it possible that you should be at any loss to 
know what is the subject of our conversation, 


(Compare I.iike x\iv. 6,1, p. 58tl, and than this, even some particular agency 
.will. 31—1), p. 2i7 ) Accordingly of God, to divert tlicircycs from looking 
when Jesus had inquired, vcr. 17, H kai stcdfastly upon hint, oi so to aflt-ct theft 
aigtimeiiU are these that yt are debalwff one memories, as to render tliviA inGapablS 
teiti annihei i (for so ^fr. West would of rceoliccling who he was. Coinpaie 
render It,) this IS Ihc poiut he look oc- Gciii xxi. 1!^; Numb. xvii. 31, and )t 
casion to illustrate and explain (ver. 2f, Kings \i 17, IS. 

27,) by shewing thciii it was necessary, ' One of the two ahost name tt.'is C/rc- 
in accomplishment of what was foretold, p/m'i It has already been uhscived, 
that the Messiah should sutler these thatCleophab vvas the |>ame with •Vlphcus, 
things, and so should enter lAto his the father of James tlid less and Judas, 
glory: and with this view 4e erpounded who were two of tlie apostles, (Luke 
to them in nil Ike setiptures the things con- vi. 15, 16.) See note* on .John \iv 22, 
eermnfi kmsetf. See West’s Obserr p. p. 441, and note** on John \ix '25, p, 
g9*_73.) 549.—Some suppose that thcoihcrw.is 

^ They did not know A diffeiont Luke, but Dr LigUtfuut Piidoavoms to 

habit, and their liaving no expectation of prove it was Peter, (see note f on M.nt 
seeing him, might, in part, prevent their xxviii. 15, p. 593.) It seen s moie pio 
fcrioning him : yet, as it is said, their eyes liable that he was not one ut 'he apnsties, 
were restrained from knouiag him, 1 am but might possibly be one of the mimbei 
ready to think there was something mure of tiie seventy, whose name is aiieritaii' 



' The^ tell him the concern"they uaeve under about Je^us, 

sjtcT. and what it is that gives us such concern ^ Are Arttimu tmiy j 

ihe only person that sojoitrns in Jermakm, ient"“arid"'has*t noi 
w unacquainted with the extraordinary known tUe Oin>?» 

XXlvUhings ^ which hflte been done there in so public '‘> 

IS a manner within these few days^ that they en- 
gross the conversation of the whole city ? 

19 And he said to flie7n, What are those things 19 And he baid mi- 
that you refer to ? And they said to him^ Those to them u'hat ' 
that relate to Jesus, vvlio was called /Ar 
Aazarene: a man who was a prophet or the most ceminp .i« m>» of ^Na- 
illustrloiis character, and greatly powerful both /areih, which was .1 
in actions and m words, for he wrought the imi'iiiy m 

most astonishing miracles, and tauglit tlie most foie God,,md .lU the 
instructive and excellent doctrine, which raised peoide; 
him to the highest honour bejm'e God, and oil 
the people oi J.srael, among whom he publicly 
:20 appeared for several moiulis and j ears: And 20 And how the 
have you not then heard, how our chief priests prie«.is niuinm 

and rulers delivered him up to the Romaai go- I" b'e'.tldVmtd’l!; 
vernor, and compelled him by their importurii- dcaiii, andhaio du¬ 
ty to pass a scnltiue of death upon him, and no oifndhim . 
*l\crucifcd hvtn between two robbers ’‘And this But wp uust- 
mnst needs be an unspeakable affliction to us, haul 

who are two of his disciples; for we not only n-dLpmpd ismc): 
thought him a Messenger from God, as the old and beside all uns, 

prophets were, Imt we verily hoped that he hod, dl'vMnccthcsritt".'* 
Accyi the Messiah himself, ovuw the sexy persoti wercdoiK 
who should haze delivered Israelivoxa the power 
' of their enemies, and have established the long- 
expected kingdom of God among us; but now 
we are ready to gi\e up all our hopes; for we 
have .seen him on a- cross instead of a throne ; 
and besides^all /Acjc melancholy [occurrences], 
though he had given us intimations of his rising 
again on the third day, yet this is tiow ihe third 
day since these ildnps zeere done, or since ho 
was condemned and crucified, and w'e havemot 
yet received any convineiiif^evidcnce of his be- 
22iug risen from the dead. It is true indeed, some ‘^2 Ycd, and ror- 
women among us, of our society, have greatly sur- 
prist d us with an account they brought thi.s us a-itonibbcd, which 
morning; ,iV.ho tell us, they were very early at were early at the 
the sepulchre in which he was laid, with an in- 
:23tent to embalm him ; And, not having found found not his body, 

his body there, they came away in liaste to ac- 


Are ;ioi/ the nnl'i ptr^on that sojournfir is the emphatical unporf ofthe oriainhl 
Jciu'alem andiiunacquainle.'i, Thi'> ur'©-"'tpontivfi;—<«; sk'■•.j.;, 6vc 



ti'lio had been crucjfiedf and waf mu reported to jbe aUve, 

^ they came, saying, qnaitit US with it; and. besides this, they say. 

V that ^iify had also .l j. t • • r 

J scciia vision of an- ® WMW«, Ot appantlOil if «W-<-XCVJ«, 

gels, which said that g’e/s, ^ wlu) affirmed him to be atm again, with''*'''v^ 

lie was alive. soHic otlier strange and extraordinary 

2V And certain of Stances. Nay, aHrfso7/je men too V}ho were with ^ , 

them which wcie us^ of our own couipunv, Went themselves to 

reHKand'tmmd the sepulchre, and jound [it] to be even so as 
en so as ihe wo> the Women had saulf that is, that the body wa.s 

men Jiiail said, but gone, aiid saw the funeral linen laid in order 

him they »aw not. 

informed that since we left theconmany, some 
women have come to them, who amtm that he 
has actually appeared to them himself, and de¬ 
clared liiat he was risen, and would shew him¬ 
self to bis disciples: but siill we have received 
no certain proof of it ourselves, so that as yet 
we know not what to think of it, and c.annot 
but be under great concern about it. 
i!^ Then ho said jind upon thisour Lord, without discovering 2 
^iiito them, o fools, y them with some waimtli, 0 


® And say that tkcif saai ahn a m/oft q/" 
ungc/j.] According to the order in which 
the story is digested in the picccdiiig sec¬ 
tion, the women did not conic to the dis¬ 
ciples with the report of what tluy had 
seen betwoen the .ippcar.iiKC of the an- 
end that of ( hrust to Ihcm, hut had 
lirst seen both, and therefore niiisl un¬ 
doubtedly ha%c liientioiied botbj it may 
however be cuiitdiided, that (as Luke 
says on their riUung what thw had 
seen/ ter II, theii tiwHs wfnM /.» them 
as an idle (ale, and then believed them nut,) 
tlicsc Iratc'llcrs might apprehend tint 
what the « omen took for an appearam e 
oi Christ, wasatmo^'t biitn vision of ao- 
grls, (as some imagined with rebpect to 
Peter, Acts xii. 13 ) .md what is added 
in tlie next ver^c, with rclatiuii to the 
men theic spoken of, {hut hm they did 
not *ee,] in.i> perh.ips imply, that the 
women pretended also to have seen Jesus 
himself.—^Biit 1 am now inelnicd to ac¬ 
quiesce in Mr. West's solution of this 
difficulty, who supposes it was .Joanna, 
and the other womsn with her, who only 
saw the angels and did not see Jesus, 
that came with this report to the disci- 
plch before Mary Magdalene, and those 
to whom Jesus appeared, arrived with 
the account that they had seen the Lord. 
Por iintwithstanding it is certain, that 
Mary Magdalene, on Christ’s appearing 


to hoi, went and acquainted the disci, 
pits with It, (Mark xvi 10, and Jol.u 
XX. IB.),vet, os they inisbl be now .v-i- 
Kcmblcd together by Peter and John at k 
ditferent place from that uheic she nna 
with Peter bi'fon*, it is no way iinpioba- 
blc, that by Mary’s going to J’Ltci > 
lodgings, who was now gone to unci the 
discipk'. elsewhere, oi by Murie otln r ac¬ 
cident unknown to us, .lu.iiiiia and tlmse 
with her might get thither first with tlui. 
report of tbeir haMiig seen ai^ioiiol .in- 
gels, who had declart d that Jesus w .is 
alive. Immediately on heaiing wliuh, 
some men (of whohi it is piobable J’l- 
t«r might be the first) went aw ay to the 
sepulchre, and found ^iiigs in the same 
order as the women said, but bad no sight 
of Jesus, On whose return, the c two 
disciples that were going to hnimaus left 
the company, and though ns tluy were 
selling nut, -otne might iiitoriii them, 
that a report was hruiighl by M.siy Mag¬ 
dalene and some otliei wuiiun that they 
had seen'Che f .otd, they might'be as ba<‘k- 
ward" to believe It, ftud a,s ready'to im¬ 
pute it to the power of imagination, as 
those in whose presence the repmt waa 
made.—I am obliged to .Mi. \Vest for 
this view of the matter, nlueli rcjucscnK 
It ill a dearer light than any oihci vclicnic 
priiposixl before^ ^oc West’s tlb-tci \ p 
106, 107.) 



and slow of heart to 
believe all ^lat the 
prophets have spo¬ 
ken ' 

26niig^lit not Christ 
U) have iuHcrrd tlietc 
thing;s, and to cntvi 
into Ins glory ’ 


6Sfli , H& op(m^ mhai ib& ^iptiifes had foretold of Christs 

sfec^. ye tkousrhtkss [ccifafttw,! slow of hart to 
pxcvii. hlieve all the things that the prophets have so fre- 
and dearly spokc?i vs\i\chy if you had 
attentively considered and believed them, would 
have prevented this surprise! Jl^as it not ve- 
pessaryy in,order to accomplish those sacred 
oracles, “ which testify before-hand the suffer- 
** iugs of Christ, and the glory that should fol- 
* “ low,’* (l Pet. 1 . 11.) that the Messiah should 

suffer all these things^ at which you are so much 
stumbled, and [jo] by his rising from the dead 
should enter into his glory ? 

21 And hereupon beginning from the writings 
of Moses, and supporting his discourse with the 
authority of all the prophets,^ he interpreted to 
them, in a much clearer light than they had 
ever seen them in before, the principal things 
which either had been typified or were fore¬ 
told coiicerning him in all the scriptures. 

28 And by this time theu drew mar to the til¬ 
lage whither they wereiravelling; and when 
they came to the house where they designed 
to tarry, Jesub, like one^tbat was a stiiuiger, 
began lu take his leave; and making no ofier to 
turn in with them, he seemed as ij he were go- 


27 And I)(‘c;inuing 
at Moses, and all tlx* 
prophi’ls, he ex¬ 
pounded unto thoiii 
in .ill the scriptures, 
tlic ti kings cuncerniiig 
hioisclf. 


28 And they drew 
nigh unto the Mi¬ 
lage, whither Ihev 
went, and he made 
as though he would 
have gone fuithcr 


I 0 tkinij^Jil/ets rrealuret, &c ] The word 
ayait?3i u b 5 ' no means of so bad a sound as 
that of/eo/i, by which we translate it. 
(seenote!” oo Mat. v. 22,Vbl. 1. p. 2l7.) 
Yet as Dr^^vllock justly observes, (in 
ins k'mdit^tiojn of Christ’s Kesiurreetioa, 
p. J74 ) it the prophhcie-i of the Old Tes- 
taincot bad been (as Mr- Collins pretends) 
only .’illcgorici^, there could not have 
been room for such a heavy' charge of 
stupidity against these disciples for not 
iindcrsUnding them. It is, by the vay, 
very weak ip Mr Collins, and some other 
dei.sts, to urge the simue^i qf ChruVs 
Jnendi to believe hit re^Wretltan, 8s an ar¬ 
gument that the pi oofs of jt were defeO- 
tivc ■ on the contrary, as kishopChand¬ 
ler well rephes, (in his^V'fiidication of 
(hrMliaiiity, p.> 45, 4€w) their believing 
afterwards tlie greater weight; 

for it remov^l^ suspicion of a cullu 
siou betwabn Christ and them m ln>> life¬ 
time, and also impliesarf impartial exa¬ 
mination df the faet, and the stfength of 
tho.se proofs that vanquished this incre¬ 
dulity. 

E Beginning Jion Mout, and all the pro- 


jjAc/i.] It is no way necessary (with Mi. 
Mede in Ins iiigvuious discourse on ihc'e 
words) to suppose, that Christ’s suflei- 
iDgs, resurrection, and exaltation, aiv 
each of them distinctly fuietuld in each 
of those parts of the sacred w rilings w hich 
arc mentioned here. It is enough, li 
Moses gives some intimations cuiu'erniiig 
him. \vhicb succeeding pio]>licts carry 
on; and if, when all their icstiiuonics 
are taken tugclhci, .ill these events aic 
expressed by some uiieor other ui iheni 
It was very uubceomoig the chufactci 
of an honest wntir, to represent our 
Loixl as here attempllng to prove hi*- re- 
surreotion from scripture; wbifh Mr. 
Collins pretends to liave been the ease. 
1 he precise point iq, view pi-rihly was, 
to copvinie them, that there was uo rea¬ 
son to be scandalised at the, death of one 
whom they took to be the Mcs-<iab; not 
in general to look oii the report of-his 
resurrection as a monstrous and incredi¬ 
ble tale. 9ut that he was actual!]^ risen 
wa> to be proved another way, which 
accordingly our Loid immediately used 
by discovering himself to them. , 



{ 


and goi^g in with tbemy in breaking'of bread they kimo him. 601 


) . ‘ i^o intending indeed to do it, if he sect. 

j Vi But they con- were not prevented by their request. Bui they cxcvii 
even compelled him by their friendly importuni-;-;;;^;^ 
' (vtowardi (^cniiig, ty to go in with them," saytng, Let us prevaU ';^y 
and the day li, far upon yoll to Continue this nigiit with us, where ^9 

m'oL^wuh'them! assure you of a most hearty welcome: and' 
as indeed we are so greatly delighted and edi¬ 
fied with your company, that we cannot part 
N - with you, it may also be inconvenient for you 

to travel much farther it is now fomtrds 
evening, and the day declines apace, ylnd he 
complied with their request, and went in to con¬ 
tinue with them, ‘ 

31) Ami It came to ^tnd it came to pass, as he sat down to tablcSH 
pa,*., as he vat at willi them, he took a cake of bread; and though 
took^ ''buad*^^*”’and appeared as a guest there, he assumed 

blessedz/, andbiakb, ^lic ofiice of tlic head of the family, rtwt/looking 
aod sa\e tothem, up to lieavcii, blessed, or gave thanks over it; 

ayid then brake it, and gave [iV] to /AtJWi, just in 
the manner he had formerly been used to. 

Ti And their eves Jud they were SO surprkcd at this circum-31 
mre opttud, and stance, that they now looked upon him more 
intciiily than they had done before; and their 


thgir Jiij'it. 


'3J And they sjM 
one to aiiotl-ci, Did 
«ut uvr heart burn 


eyts were then opened,' and, to their unutterable 
astonishment and joy, they knew him, and plain¬ 
ly saw that it was .Icsiis their dear Master; and 
as they were preparing to aekiinwledge him iis. 
such, he siuldentv became invisible, and with-^ 
drew fifniHlj/rom before them in a moment.'' 

jlnd they sard one. to another, How strange is 32 
it that wc sliould discover him no sooner! Sure 
we might easdy have known him even by that 
iniinitable spirit and energy in his discourses, so 
peculiar to himself; for did not our very hearts 


*> Tthy compflLtl ^lim &c } (t might be 
rendeu'd iIili) pnanl km • (bCC noti* S on 
l.iikc ikH, 2 3, p 1*7.) I•.\ery budyctivily- 
Kce.*, bo« litil * rouiii theiL* was for any 
proper couipulaiun in such a case a*, this. 
Probably one of Iheiii dHcll at Kminans, 
or they w( le going i> an inn, or lu «ome 
friend's bouse, wbere they could use the 
frceduiii to inti...duce Ibis unknown 
strangei, fur «boin ilicy had so high a 
veneiatiuii. 

' 'Jneir eiffi wetf owncd.'\ I see no rea¬ 
son tocinclude luiib* ra>lock and i.rcn- 
iiius,) that his uiid' itaking (hisuthceof 
» bicaking brcidl, i.r (with others ) that 
\ voiiie |lecllllar^'l('llOll or gesture in per- 
' forming it, was the,thing: that made 


the discos'cry. (Soe note ton ver U3.) 
The e\aii|:e|i!>t stiongly lutiinatcs, that 
the miiaciiloiis iiilluencc, nliK h before 
prc^ollted their knowing him, na, re¬ 
moved, though the other circumstance^ 
iiientioued inmht awaken thqin to more 
attentive nbsenation 

Became 'Dvivible, and ioith<tie« him 
sr/f from bi;ftre them.] Erasmus iusily 
ulvsei\f‘v, that the word vannhtd leads the 
mind to think of the person raiiishinir as 
a meie'spccMre} he would theicfoie ren¬ 
der «fav7^^ iAVf7a as we baic done, 
J3(/,.a alvu obscives that av ' i£v7-jv is more 
rsprcssivc than ai<7ai;, and signifies our 
l.orr-, being teUataied froiA them b. a 
swift and sudden inoltun 
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Reflections on Ckrish interview 

SECT, glow, and burn within h.v,’ white he ms talking within us, j»hile he 
cxcvn. to us by the way^ and while he was opening the wa5“‘*an^rhlirhe ■ 
scriptures to us ? opened to* us tba/l 

3^5 Jnd they were not able to conceal such good scriptures? 

Sinews, or to defer the publication of that which „ ■‘^Jh^"s^ai!ie‘'Vo-ir^ 
would give their brethren such a holy transport ami returnal to 
as they felt in their own breasts; and therefore, Jerusalem, 
late as it was, t/ieu presently rose up from their 
unfinished meal that very /tour, and with cheer* 
ful speed returned to Jerusalem, and told it to 
the rest of their comjianions; (compare Mark 
xvi. 13, p, 594.) among whom they had soon 
after the pleasure of sct'ing their Lord again, in 
the inaiiuer related in the next section. 

JMPROVKMENT. 

Luke How delightful a close of so melancholy a day to these pious 
xxir. travellers! A day surely long to be remembered by them and by 
13, 14 us! They were on a journey; but they did not amuse them¬ 
selves on it with any trifling subject of discourse. Their hearts 
were set upon Chri-st, and therehire their tongues were employ¬ 
ed 111 speaking of him. And behold, Christ himself, the dear 
15 theme of their discourse, makes one among them; he enlightens 
their eyes and warms their hearts, and at length makes himself 
30, ^IknozL'n to them in the breaking oj bread. 

So may wc often be speaking of Christ, from the fulness.of 
our hearts, when we go out, and when we come in! So may he 
still, in some degree, join himself with us in spirit, guiding our 
souls into Divine knowledge, and animating them with holy love! 

'I'hey bear an lionourable and just testimony to that great 
13Prophet whom God bad raised up for them, as mighty helore 
him both in word and in deed. But they knew not how to sec 
21 through so dark a cloud: their hopes were almost extinguished, 
and they could only say, IVe trusted this had been he that should 
have redeemed Israel. Pitiable weakness! Yet too just an em¬ 
blem of the temper which often prevails in the pious lAirid; 
when the Christian is ready to give up all, if deliverance does 
not proceed just in the method he expected. Y^et was Christ 
even then delivering Israel m the most glorious and clliectual 
manner, b^ho.sc very sufferings which gave tliem such distress. 
Fcrily ti\)w^art the God of Israel^ and the Saviour, when thou 
art a Odd that hidest thyself ixota us. (Isa. xlv. 15.) 

* Hid not OUT htarti burn mthin ns here, have *sx«Xtrfxjn<vt?, W'ai mt ou> h«art 
This reajjin^ js far more expressive, as veiled') dfc.—Compare Psal. xxxix. 3. 
well as far more authentic, than that of and Jer. xx. 9. 

•onic copies which, instead of ^ ; 



with the ilvo dikiples, ^ 605 *- 

I III fncntlsliip, and with a plainness Well becoming his scot,' 

Jflire, tlie compassionate Redeemer .upbraids them with their c\rvn. 
h jowncss of heart to believe these things, when they have re- 
Ijtivod line upon Ime, precept upon precept, concerning them. 

How justly do we fall under such a rebuke in many instances!' 

J-ct U6 then humbly gay, Lord^ increase our faith I ([,uke xvii. 

5.) . ‘ 

We should reasonably have thought ourselves happy in an op-26,- 27 
porUiiSty of hearing or reading this discourse of Jesus, in which 
ill* threw siicli lustre on the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
and proved that, according to the tenor of them, it was neces¬ 
sary that the Messiah should thus stiller, and so enter into his 
glory. As Providence has denied us tins satisfaction, let us 
however inijiiove this general and very important hint, that Mo¬ 
ses and all the prophets speak of these things. Let us delight 
to trace the heavenly beam from its earliest dawn, and to ob¬ 
serve how it grew brighter and brighter unto the perfect day. 

May the blessed Spirit, by whom those mysterious predictions 
were inspired, so direct onr inquiries, that every veil may be 
taken olf fiom our eyes, that we may see Jesus in the Old Tes¬ 
tament as well as iu the New ; and see him in both with that 
lively fervour of holy affection which may cause opr hearts to 
burn wiihin us! And oh, that we may especially find that, when 
we surround his table^ he makes himself known tons in hreakingoO^ 
of bread, in sucli a manner, as to fill our souls with all joy, as 
well aspeflcc ui believing < (Rom. xv. 13.) 

SLOT. CXCVIII. . 


The fwn (Uiciphs ret nr u to make their report to the apostles, 
and li'hilc they are together, Jesui appears to them the eteniii" 
after Ins r^’surreclion. MaikXVI. 14. Luke XXIV.—33— 
43. John XX. 1!1—23. 


irKr:S'XlV-5'} LUKE XXIV.— 33. 

ANi» [liny] louiul j["r was observed before, concerning rieophas sctr. 
‘‘‘thefleuMif-itiur- and liie other disciple, to whom Jesus disco- cxc\ui 

Km™*'-". 

at»dy arose and returned to Jerusaiem, to com- 
muiiicate the joyful news to their brethren there, 

Aild now when they came thither, they found the 
eleven apostles assembled,^ and others with them, 
who, before these two could begin their story, 


» 7/Vi/ fm>ul ihr eln)en apo.stlps ({wm> Lnko hfre them the cleiea, thou;i;h 
ilid \ As I'aul H Cur v i) calls the Thom.n, the eliivciitli person, «as at>*oit. 
's,t!oiii|i,niy ol 111''.iposlies/A(’/uc/j;(', iliough as eMdoiiily appears troni John C. 
'■iclas, the taeUtli person, was dead j so in Uie next section. 



• *604 The :tzvo disciples tell the apostles what they had seen. 

$fiCT. were cajjer on their part to inform the travellers ^ ^ 

cxcvm of the satisfaction they had received since they 
''•'v-**-' vvent out : So that, as soon as they appeared, 34 f?aying, Thai 
XSiv. ‘‘■ey •‘“'■‘I of the company s^ine. « 

34 Witn one voice, O brethren, here are good tid- simon. 
ings, which will make your hearts lean within 
you; for the I^rd is risen indeed^ and has him¬ 
self appeared to Simon Peter, who is here pre¬ 
sent to testify the truth of it.** 

35 And the two travellers declared how easily 35 And they told 
they could believe it, and recounted the things 
{wntch had happened] to them in the uny to Em- he nas known of them 
niaus; and howy after many wise and afFecliooate m breaking of bread, 
discourses, he was at last known bif them in the 
breakirig of bready as they were sitting down to 
supper. But notwithstanding these repeated tes¬ 
timonies of the resurrection of Christ, yet there 
were some in the company, whose prejudices 
were so strong, and their, faith so weak, that 
they did not believe either Peter or them,® (com¬ 
pare Mark xvi. 13, p. 594.) though most of them 
were convinced (as they bad just declared) that 
the l.ord was risen indeed. 

Maik And c[\\\cWy afterxmrdSyasthey were speaking xvi. u 

of these things among thcansclycs, while they 
were sitting at supper, [Jesus] himself appeared he appeared unto tin- 
to the eleven, who were then altogether, except eleven as, they sut at 
one of them. And this appearance was attend - 
ed with some remarkable circunisiaiices, which ' ‘ 
shall be now related. 

John ft ^vas then on the evening of the same day on 
XV 19 , II e Then the same day, 

winch he rose from the dead, [which U7a.9,] as we atejening, being the 

have before observed, the first day of the week, firstrfayof theneek. 


1* Anti has appeared to Smon Peter ] 
None uf the evangelist'^ mention any 
thing of tlic circambtanoes of Ihis ap 
pearaoco to Petur; but it has been ob- 
sen ('4 before, (note ^ cxcvi. p. 593.) 
that the apostlu Paul expressly refers to 
it, t Cor. XV. 5.—-‘fhe same apostle like¬ 
wise mentions an appcaraaoxi of Christ 
to James; (ibid. ver. 7.) Yet, as nothing 
is said of l^shaving seen him that day, 
it mticls^j^oislies the credit of the. story 
whicl^4efbm''givc$ ua from tho gospel of 
the Kaxarenes, that James had vowed to 
cat noticing after the paschal supper, till 
Jesbs atose; on which am^ouht our ia>rd 
appeared first to him. None of the apos- 
seem to have had such a firm expec¬ 


tation of Christ’s resurrection as must 
have been the foundation of such a vow; 
and the order in which Paul mentions his 
appearance to James does very ill suit 
with this story.—Probably Peter was the 
fir^t man, as Mary Magdalene was the 
first woman, that was favoured w ith the 
view of our risen Saviour. 

® Soms—did not believe, &.C.] Mark 
exprebses it in a general way, (chap. xvi. 
13.) that they vienl and ttdd ti unto the re¬ 
sidue ; neither beliavei they them • but we 
are undoubtedly to understand these 
words with such'a limitation as in Umpa¬ 
raphrase. Sec note • on Mark ^yi. 12, 
page 594 j and note • on Mat, xxviii. If, ^ 
§ ccii, I 



Jestts appears to (he apostles when the doors toer^, shut. 605* * 

f “ 

’^vhcn the dgots witj Q;Ae« the doovs of the roon>, where the dis- sect, 

ciJkii“woJ^^aLmi gfithered together, were shut, 

;.)i»,d foi fear of th* fastened on the inside, for fear of the Jews ; 

^VTS, eaine Jesus they did nOt icnowbut SOme officers of the biffh-.X3L'lfl 

ihi“IL^VToVthem!]" , ‘"‘Sht co«ne to apprehend them on tb0 
and sjith unto them, scandalous prctcnce that they had stolen away 
Piaec bi- unto you the body, wliich was now publicly laid to their 
|Lu t-xxiv 3C.] charge : it was, I say, at>this time and place, 
that ./ciM.v//twwZ/'on a sudden in, open¬ 
ing the locks or bolts by a miraculous power 
and he stood in the midst of them in his usuil 
form, and said to them, with a mild voice and a 
gracious aspect, All peace and happiness be un- 
toyou: thereby graciously intimating, that he 
forgave their former cowardice, and would still 
continue to treat them as His friends, though 
they knew in their own consciences they had of 
late behaved themselves in a manner unworthy 
of that character and relation. 


Like XXIV. 37. 
Hut th(*y were turrifi- 
ul .inrt aftriglitrd, 
niid supposed thjt 
tlicy bad seen a 

spirit. 


3S And he s.-iid 
unto them. Why aic 
\ c troubled, and why 
dll thou^bls ansc in 
your licjris' 

39 Behold my 
hands and my feet, 


But they were greatly amazed and terrified at Luke 
this sudden uiicxjjected appearance; and as they 
knew the doors of the room were shut, and 
in the‘present hurry of their thoughts did not 
immediately reflect upon the proofs he had so 
often given of his Divine power, or on the evi¬ 
dences they had but just before received of his 
resurrection, some of them suspected that what 
ihe^ saw was only a spirit, or a mere airy phan¬ 
tom, and not a real body. 

And he said to them, Why are you thus per-38" 
plexed and troubled at the sight of me, and why 
do these doulitful and unreasonable suspicions 
arise in your hearts, as if it only were the ap¬ 
pearance of a spirit that you have here before 
you ? Behold my hands and my feet, which for 3 9 


•1 JeMs himelf came in, opening the 
lucks or bolts by a nniai’iilous power.] 
llr, \Vailis(un the Sabbath, p ib ) thinks 
the expression of the duars being shut in¬ 
tends no mure, than that what follows 
happened ;n the eycm.g i\.hen the doors 
are tued to be shill up. But, as the doors 
arc said to hare been shut for fenr of the 
J ews, It strongly implies they were fas¬ 
tened within; and tliatall that nas hese- 
in miraculous, Was ihc causing them, as 
of themselves, to flv open, and shut again 
vcij suddenly.—Elsncr has shewn, (Ob- 
'fri Yol. I p. 351,) that this is some¬ 


times spoken of by some of the pagan 
writers, ospecially those who may be 
suspected of copying from the evange¬ 
lists, as tlieefibctof a su]>eriiatural power 
attending the appearance of their deities, 
or other extuordmary persons, among 
them.—1'hc argument which the Papists 
bring from hence, to prove thgt two 
bodies may be m the same place at the 
same time, and rqnscciueiitly one in 
dillcrcnt places, is so evidently built 
upon an alisiird interpretation of the 
clause under cnnsideration, as not to de¬ 
serve any farther notice. 



that it is I myself 
handle me, <iiid sec/: 
for a spiiU hath nut 
desh and bones, as \ 
ye see me have I 


*606 thenf, and upbrdids them with their unbelief. 

!t,ECT. your satisfactipn still retain the scars of those it is I myself f 
c'cevni. wounds which 1 received on the cross, to coti- 
viiice yo\x that it is I my self, and no other: 

Uhdle me, if you please, and see whether this 
59 be not really a solid and substantial body : for 
you know that ineic spirit or phantom 
mi flesh and bones as you see me have, hut is 
only an empty form presentiiw'itself to the eye, 
yet eludins; the grasp of any hand. 

40 And suy:ini^ this, he shexced them his hands 
and his feet, and even the mark which the spear 
had left in his side, which appeared like a larj>e 
wound, fiewly, tlmiij^h perfectly healed : * and 
several of them, and among the rest John the 
beloved apostle, who records this circumstance, 
had the curiosity particularly to examine it. 

(Compare 1 John 1 . 1 .) An(\thcdiscipkslhere- 
fire xvere e\CQe<X\ng p;lad, as it might reason¬ 
ably be expected they should be, tc/icw they 
thus sd’o? the Lord, and learnt by such infallible 
tokens that he was really alive. 

And for their furtluT satisfiiction, xvhai 
of them'] were so transported, that they as yd be¬ 
lieved not their own eyes and u'erc so c,?- 
fAintsAcd that they hardly knew where they were, 
he said to them. If die you any food here left, 

42 that 1 may eat with you •* Andthey gave himi,\xc\\ 
as they had, even partoj a broiled fish, and of an 
honeiJ-eomb, on which they had been supping 


,Tohn. 
nH 20 


I.ako 
iixiT.. 4 


40 And when iu' 
bad tlms spukon, he 
bhewfd them /c? 
hands and in feet 
[and in side 1 [John 
XX 2d.—J 


•Toitv XX'.—QO, 
Tlieii wcic the disri 
plis glad tthen thty 
bdwUiC Lord. 


T.okb XXIV 41. 
And aliilfi they jii 
l)elie\ud Hot fur i<is, 
and woiidrrod, li* 
^.lld iiinolbtJiy. Ha\u 
}c here :»i)y meat > 

42 And they pave 
him a piece ef j 
bioiled fish, .iiid of 


_ ail honey-cunil). 

43 just before. And taking [aV], he eat before them, 4 ') And he took 

and did cat liclmi' 
tlicin 


that thus they might be fully satisfied that he 
was aetnally alive, and had a true and real body. 
(Compare Acts x. 41.) 

jffark And when he had for a while gently upbraided 
XVI. i 4 and reproved them for their unbeluf, and for 
the hardness of their hearts, that they had not be¬ 
lieved the repeated testimony of those who had 
already seen him si nee hewasrisen from the dead, 
and that, even after his own appearance to them, 
they shourd be capable of entertaining any fur¬ 
ther doubts ; Then, that they might be satis¬ 
fied that he had graciously forgiven them, Jesus 


t 


Maiik XVI—11. 
And [In'] iipliraidcrj 
tin in viitli llicii' iiii- 
bilul, nnd b.iT(]nc,cs 
nl licait, hc'caiiu* 
they bcliiiTid not 
theiri vihicli had ^el^ 
him after he was 
risen. 

Jwis XX. 21 
Tlieii i^aid Jumis Ir 


' ffe Mi"M if llten kis hands and ha fi ft, to the disciples of the trulh of fiis iesur- 
I'lo'i.'iDly *huse marks were retain- rettion; though iiidred without that 
' (I 111 his body when raised i'lum the dead, additional eircuinstaiice, Ihe evideiue 
I ’1 p'li pose to gnc llu’ greater .satisfaction might have been very satisfactory. 




He renews their commission as apostle^. 607 


again, Peace be 
unto ^ou • as my Fa- 
tlier hath scat me, 
even so 1 send you. 


said to them agavn^ Peace be unto you: may all sfct. - 
prosperity and happiness attend you ! As {my\ cxevui 
P'ather sent me, and gave me authority to act 
his name, so also I sendymi to act as my apostles, ' 

under tlie important character of my ambassa¬ 
dors to the children of men. 


'22 And when lie And saying this, he in a soliMiin manner breath- 22 
had said this, he upoH [them], and said to them as one that had 
Judimd iiJi’S) tfS Divineauthority, Receive ye the Holy Spirit, 
Kcceiteyo'ihc Holy take this as an earnest of what yon further 
receive not many days hence: fur thus vill J 
shortly breathe out tlie miraculous iufluenc\‘s of 
mv Spirit upon voi, in a urcater abundance riian 


you have ever yet received them, to qualify agd 
■>'> Whose soever furnish you for this important oflice; Ip23 
aiiis yc remit, they conscqueiice of which, whose soever sins you 
ate reiniued unto j| oy shall declareto be forgiven, they 

.‘ver nils jf rutiin, are remitted and forgiven to them; [i/na] xvhose 
(hey are retained, soever [spis shall retain, or shall pronounce 
to be un|)ardoned, they are assuredly retained, 
and their guilt lies upon them: for you shall 
have a power, not only of declaring what is law¬ 
ful or unlawful under the gospel dispensation, 
but also of sending or removing miraciilons 
punishments, and of discerning the spirits of 
men in .such perfection, as to be able with cer¬ 
tainty to declare to particular persons in ques¬ 
tion, whether they bo, or be not, in a state of 
* pardon and acceptance with God. (See note 
on Mat. xvi. 19. vol. I. p. 48i.) 

And after this discourse with his disciples, 
at his first appearance to them, Jesus departed 
from them for that time, and left them to spend 
the rest of the evening in those delightful ex¬ 
ercises of devotion which thi.s gjcat occasion 
. iiad so natural a tendency to inspire. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

With pleasure let us echo back the words of the apostles, and 
join in that glad imtliem which so well suits a resurrection-day, 

The Lord is risea, he i.s risen indeed We owe our daily praises 
to God, for the abundant demonstration he has given us of so 
important a fact, for every appearance of Christ to his disciples, 

.irid for all the infallible tokens by which he shewed himstlj to be 
alive lifter his passion. (Acts i. 3.) 

lie came with peace and blessings in his mouth; he came to vcise 
diMicfse their fears, and to assure them of his forgiving lovc-^^"”^* 



r60S Reflections on Christ'sflnt appearance to the apostles. 

'SECT, l^ow Strong were those prcjinlices which so hardly yielded to 
cxcviii.such convinciiig'proofs! And how rich was that grace which 
condescended to overcome them! 

Christ breathed on the apostles, that tliey might receive tlje 
*^' Holy Spirit. May he also breathe on our souls, and fiU us with 
that glorious and Divine gift, which, if it qualified the apostles 
for tlicir extraordinary office, njay much more furnish us for the 
coipinon duties of life ! May we try our state by the characters 
which they have laid down in their inspired writings; in which 
sense, among others, wc may assure ourselves, that, if ihcy have 
23 dechred our sins to be remitted, they are remitted : and if in¬ 
deed they are so, we need not be much concerned by whom 
they arc retained., Vain and arrogant men may claim a des¬ 
potic power, which'God never gave, and which these words arc 
^ar from implying But, whatsoever be the sentence they may- 
pass, theyichnm God hlessethfore bles.fed indeed. (I Chron. xvii. 
27.) May we always esteem it a very small thing to be judged 
pf man's judgment ^ (I Cor. iv. 3.)j pitying rather than resent¬ 
ing, the rashness of those who claim any such discretionary sa¬ 
cerdotal power, as can give the real penitent any alarm, or the 
impenitent any encouragement to continue in sin! 


SECT. CXCIX. 


Christ appears to the cleten a second time, a tceek after the former, 
particuliirty ofering to Thomas., u'ho had before been uhfentj 
the most sensible proofs of his resurrection, dolm XX. 24—2‘>. 


JOHN XX. 24. _ YX U4 

sicT- ^yE mentioned in the last section Christ’s jgi t ri)(ini.is, one 
cxcix. appearing to his disciples on the evening > 
of that day on'which he arose; but it is farther 
XX. 24 . '^<5 observed, that Thomas., one of the iwclie, Ubub tame, 

who was also called Didyn^u^., or the twin bro¬ 
ther, was not with them at that time when Jesus 
25 came. Th<’ other disciples thercjorCy as soon as s’; The other ilib- 
they met with him, tdd him^ in a transport of 
joy. We have seen the Lord wun our own eyes, i ,„(i. nuf 

and co^^queotl\ can have rm farther doubt he said unto them, 
of the, t^ith of his rcsiirrcctioB, for he has con¬ 
descended to shew us the very marks of those 
wounds Iv received on the cross. But he said 
to'them, Tins is a matter of too great import¬ 
ance lor me to believe on any report, even on 
yours; and more* is necessary to convince roc 



Thornes*s unbelief obetcome. 


'6og 


except I shall see in 
his hi;i)ds the print 
of the nailst and put 
my linger into the 
punt of the uailc, 
and thrust my hand 
into Ins side, 1 will 
not belinie 


26 And after 
eight days again hU 
disciples wiTC with¬ 
in, and Thifiiiiis with 
them: f/icn came 
Tons, the doors be- 
ing shut, and stood 
ill the midst, and 
.said, Peace be onto 
sou 


27 Then snith he 
to. 'riiumas, Reach 
hither thy finger, 
and behold my 
liands, and reach 
hither thy hand, and 
thrust it into my 
sirlc- and be not 
faitlilesa, butbtliev- 
iii^. 


'26 And Thomas 


of the truth of it, than merely, a transient sight sect. 
of mine own eyes; for, unless J shall evidentf'v t xcw- 
stein Ids hands, as yon say yuu have done, ihc'~*~''^ 
mark of the nails, and more than that, shall 
put my finger upon the very individual mark of 
the nails,* and put »?y hand upon the very scar 
made by the spear in his side,*^ I xoill not by 
any means, or on any testimony whatsoever, be¬ 
lieve his resurrection. 

yJnd, as there was a great degree of faulty 26 
obstinacy in such a resolution, our Lord left him 
a whole week under the perpjexiiv whicli it must 
necessarily jiivc him: but affhr eight days^ or on , 
that day .icven-nigbt from our Lord’s rising, his 
disciples mere again uithin doors as before, and 
Thomas was with them ; JesuS came to 

them again, the doors being shut and fastened, as 
in tlie former instance; and suddenly throwing 
them open, and in a moment shutting them 
again, he stood in the midst of them, aiuf said 
as in his former gracious salutation, Peace be 
unto you t 

And then, to let them see that he was not un-27'’ 
acquainted with what had lately passed among 
them in his absence, as Well *as to convince the 
over-scrupulous disci[ile, he said to Tlmmas, 

Reach forth thy finger hither, and'behold, aiul 
examine my hands; and reach thine hand hither, 
and put it on my dde , *■ and be not incredulous 
any long('r, but believe on this evidence at least 
which addresses itsclfat once to so many of thy 
senses. 

Jnd Thonias, overwhelmed at once with sucli 28 


^ /Imhhall pytuny fin-'HT vpmlbemnrt thi> gwurid; and tif tiiii 
of l/ie •nmU.\ I am sensible, it might \v, 22,) upon ti7i hand. Sec l>i Steten-'On 
sci,m mure elegant, with the Pru-’sran against WouUton o.i C’hnsl's Miiaclcs, 
tran-lat irs, to wa'Pthc repetition, and j>. /24 

to render it, end put ?«</ finder i'lio tl.- ‘ /Veec/iforth hiliet, \c J It 

but, on iarthfi icl'ecti.m, there seems to !>. observable, that Spino/a liimseifi ould 
be a beauty iii ihis> repetition, which ad- find out no innie plausible obieetioa 
miiably represents the langiiatre of a against thi"-evidence of the resurrection 
positne man, deelaring again and again oft'hrist, than to say, that-the dis''i)>les 
what he iiisn-tcd upon; winch I have weie decened in wliat they' magincd 
therefore end<avouTed to express ift the they saw, heard, anil f^ltj (\ie de f>piii. 
paraphrase, in terra', which such persons p. 32.J which, ifj;iJiitcd, wm.'d In- m if- 
ofieti use, feet to el low that no men eu Id be coin- 

I* dud pul mu hand nptn hti side,] So peteiit judges of any iael whatsoci er n’- 
1 would cliouse to render it, rather than latiiig to their own sciisalious, and coii- 
An u(/e j agiceable to Dr. Sicvensou’s sequently would overthrow all human 
just criticism, that n; lieic signifies uji- testiineny in courts of jiidicatuie and 
'171 ; as ijf Ti/v y>iv (John viii. 6.) is upon elsewhere. 

VDJ. 11 ' 2 It 



answered and said 
unto him, My 2.oJLd, 
and my Gud 


, 010 Happy are they who have not seen and yet believe. 

' ihcr- ahuiiilant denionfKtration, and such Iimnbic con- 
t^xcix. descension, fell tinder the conviction in a mo- 
.'“"V^nii’nt; and, instead of entering on atiy farther 
scrutiny ,'’ answered and said to hwif in the ut- 
most transport of astonishment and " joy, My 
Lord and my God l as if he should have said, I 
. do not only now acknowledge thee to be Jesus 
luy Lord, infallibly risen from the dead, but I 
confess thy Divine knowledge and power, and 
prostrate myself before thee, as the great tnear- 
' nate Deity, the glorious Kmnmnuel.* 

, ^9 Jesus says'to him, Thomas, than hast believed, 

because thou hast seen me, and hast received 
these sensible demonstrations of my resurrec¬ 
tion ; and it is well: but still more happy are 
they u'ho have, not seen me themselves, and [yet] 
have believed on the credible testimony of othersj 
for they have shewn a greater degree of can¬ 
dour and humility, which renders the faith it 
produces so much the more ucceptableJ 


29 Jesus saith un¬ 
to tiiui, Thoinai, 
because tI>ou hubl 
seen me, thou hast 
behoved. blcstctl 
are tliey that hare 
nut seen, and yft 
liare believed. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

Vrtr.^j. most evidently see in this instance of Thomas, as well a^- 

in many circumstances of the story mentioned above, how 
far the apostles were from being rashly credulous ih the ini- 


<1 Instead of entering; on any farther 
senitinv. ] It is not,said that he actually 
Inched ike •muiuL, and oiirljordafterward* 
.says, (ver. 29.) that his belief was built 
on si^ht, v^hich seems to intimate, that 
tins I (iiidL'SCdnsioii of oni lojrd, tol;eUier 
with ihi! additional evidenee arising from 
the knowledge whii'ii he plainly had,of 
rhat niireasonabh ^ mand which Thtimas 
hid made in h lUbeiice, quiteoveicanic 
him: a turn ' nind exceeding natural 
to ST) frail)'' mper as that of lliuma^ 
.ippears to have been. 

' M)f Jord, andpoj God!'\ Theirrefn- 
g.iblc ai guinent arising from these words 
ill proof of the doitv of our blessed Lord 
(which so iTiiuy good writers have stated 
at large), cannot be evaded by saying, 
that these wor(itf*re only an exclamation 
of siir)" ise^ -as if he had said, U<>otl Gnd, 
n it indeed Uns f 'Sor it is exprevsly de- 
claicd, he ^poke these words to him . 
jiid, no doubt, Chii>t Would severely 
h 1 ,'e reproved him if there had not been 
lU I reason to address him tiui!i. 

f •TaJ'pj are theij who haxe »ol Xfcri, and' 


yet kavf believed.] If it be queried. Why 
a (^eatcr ble^sedne^i is pronounced on those 
who believe tin more slender evidt rice; it 
iiiav be answered, that our Lord by no 
means irttcuded to a'seil, tli.it every one 
who heltevci withoul \t«v, is happw tlrm 
anyone believing on , fur llieii the 
meanest Christian now would be moic 
happy than the greatest of the apostles, 
but only, thot where the elli CiS of that 
faith were equal, it aigutd gieatci sun- 
plioity, eanduur, and wisdom, to 3 uld to 
reasonable evidence without seeing, th.iu 
could be argued merely from hav mg be¬ 
lieved on sight after suiTicient eviduuee 
of another kind had been proposed. U 
Was therefore in effect telling Thomas, 
It would have been more .icccpUblu 
" to him, if he had not stood out so lung 
and It was doing it in such a iminnci as 
would be most calculated for the com¬ 
fort and encourageinent of believers in 
future ages, to whom, in many of his 
speeches to the apostles themselies, our 
Lord expresses a most obliging ,ii:d ii 
fectionatc regard. 



llejlectioris ml Christasgppenrance xohen Tlwmas was present, 611 ^ 

portant fact of Christ’s resurrection. It is aoparent, they erred spct. - 
in the contrary extreme; yet our gracious Lord condescended cxcix. 
10 satisfy scruples which were carried to an extravagance. 
rcnevu'.l Ids visit, and at the same time renewed his salutation'®'^''*®* 
too. Pf.acc be nnto you was still his language'; nor did he only 
speak, but aift, as one who wished it, and was determined to 
-.n'Veit. 

WJuu jieace must it administer to* the mind of this good man, 
when iV.s Lord said, Reach hither thy jinge\\ and behold my2'l 
hunch, and reach hither thine hand, and piU^it on my side; and 
be not JaithlcsSy.but believing t i^videnily^t^ul he lierohv shew, • 
not only th.ii he was risen trom the dead, llat that lic circum-. 
staritiiilly know those events which had pass(‘(l in his hoddv ab- 
n^nec, and needed not human information. I ct us then ever be¬ 
have oni selves as in the presence of Christ. Let us act,and speak, 
and think, in .such a manner as may bear his inspection ; and 
strnck with these united demonstrations of vvisdoni, power and 
grace, let its pto.strate ourselves before him, and .say, Our Rord^ 2S 
and our God > thus honouring the Son as "we honour the Fa!ho , 

(John V 23.) and adoring the indwelling Deity through this 
uni of Hesli, 111 winch il lia.s been pleased to enshrine ithclf, and 
kindly to attemper, though not entirely to cmiceal, its rays. 

. 7'hoiioh we have not tliosc sensible manifestations which were 
granted to 'rhonias, let it .suffice us that the apostles were the 
appointed ii'itne'iSts o\'‘A[ x\\v'ie. things; and what they saw with 
their eyes, and their hands handled the iiord of life, that have 
they declared iintn us; (I John i. 1, 3.) T/'t us thankfully re¬ 
ceive so convincing a testimony. Let us shew an upright and 
candid mind in acce])ting such evidence as the wisdont of (kid 
has seen fit to give us; reracmbering, that a truly rational laith 29 
is till' more acei-ptahle to God, lu proportion to the difficulties 
which It IS able to surmount; and that there are peculiar l)lcs.s- 
ings in stoic for them who have not seen and yet hi'' - believed. 

SECT. CC. 

Christ discovers himself to Peter and several other disciples at the 
sea <}J Tiberias, while they mere fishing there, John XXL 
1—14 

JOHN XXI. 1. . JOHN XXI. 1. 

^FTKR these ^OME time after these between the 

lust interview he had with the apostles at 


^ .‘Sume tiitie after (Irotius approhatiun of that society, as a irwable 

tliiiik, till, whiilt oliaplei 'v.i, wiitten by to the rclrtti(jii>! iihicU they lud heard 
viiTiu* «.ldt'ib of ihe ehiircii of I'.plWsus, fiomiliiimoutli of St John <wid J.i. CIltc 
and added to t)io rest ot U)« book by the tolloKS .lun lu llii^s coujettuie ■ but J)r 



612 Jesus appears to several disciples as they zverejshin. 




sea. 
on 

tills mse slicned lie 


2 There were lo- 
gcihor Siiiuin IVter, 
I homas (’ailed 
inns and Na> 
of t'ana in 
and the ions 
two 

Other ui lus disciples. 


secT. Jerusalem, ant? the public appearance which he thinirs, Jesns shewed' 
cc* afterwards made to* the whole body of his dis- the 

Cl pies, Jesu^ manifested himself again to the o^TiUri ^ ^ 
£t:\.di^eiples, at the sea of Tiberias^ near that inoiin 
tain in Galilee wifere he had appointed to meet 
them: (Mat. xxviii, 16, sect, ccii) ylnd the 
manner in which Aenow manifested\himself\ to 
them ^/vas thus: 

2 Simm Peterf ajtd Thomas who was called 
Didijtmis^ and Na0finael who was an inhabi- 
tant of Cana, a townjn Gahl^ often mention- indv 
t'tl ill the foregoing:/ history, ** and also the \jwo 
jiOWA'J of Zebedee, .fames and John, and two other of^zeberW ^md 
of his disciples with them,® were one day toge¬ 
ther in Galilee; whither they were retuirtied by 
Christ’s direction, to wait for tlie accomplish- 
meut of what he had promised, that they should 
see hin; on a certain mountain in those parts, 
and where they expected in a few days to meet 
with most of their brethren. (Compare Mat. 
xxviii. ver. 7, 10, sect, cxcv", and ver. 16, sect. 

Sccii.) And while they were thus waiting, 

Simon Peter, that their time might not he lon 
their bands, and that be might make some pro- unto bun, Weaiso 
vision for his own support, and for the enter- 
tainment of his Inends, says to t^n, I will ^0 ^ 
a fishing ; ** and they say to him, We also will go mcdiatidy, and that 
' along with thee, and give thee what as.sistance 
we can. leent out therefore, and imme¬ 

diately ship, and spent not only that even¬ 
ing, but all the following night, in throwing 
their nets *, but- though it was tlt^ properest 


J Simon Peter 
sjith iiutu them, 1 go 
a lUhiiifT 'I hey say 


AJiH has taken pains to invalidate it; 
(Prolcgom. p. 249.) and the,beginning of 
ver 24. destroys the force ofOrotui'?'* 
argument from the latter part of it. See 
notet on that (er^e, at the close of the 
next section. 

Xatkmnael (/f Cana in Galtlee.] There 
i'i no doubt but this Nathanael is the per¬ 
son Rieiitione^efore, John i. 45.—Dr. 
T.ightfoot, (Hw Heb. on Mat. x. 3.) Mr. 
Fleming, Vol. 11. p. 176 ) and 

some others to have been Bar- 

tkolamew theapestfe, bat 1 think they give 
I’o convincing reason for'that opinion. 

*' ’Jhxi othdT of kisdticiple^ ] It is indeed 
Hm-ertain who these two disciples were; 
tlioiigh l)r. Lightfoot conjectures they 
WiTf Andrew and Philip, (Hor. Meb. in 
V-r;,) which 15 not improbable, as they 


were both inhabitants of Petli aida, iio.‘i> 
the sea of Tiberias. (John i 44) It is 
however a strange argument ageinst it, 
to say, ** that John must be one, though 
he is not here mentioned,” w lien he is so 
well known to have been one ot tiic sons 
of SJebedesj, who are numbered lieie 
among those that a ere pri->ciit 

^ / will go ajiihmg \ It appears from 
this story, that several of the apostles 
wore now returned to Gaiilee, where 
Christ had appoinl;hd to meet them; 
winch shews that the discourse, (Luke 
xxiv. 49, sect ceil.) in which our Lord 
commanded them to continue at Jtrusn- 
lem tilt the IMy Ghent fell upon them, must 
cotnc in after this chapter, and not be¬ 
fore It, as it IS placed in many.|^r 
monics. 



He Jills their net, and they discover u'ho be teas. 613' 

iiight they caught no-time for fishing, yet they cayght nothing worth ‘>tcT» 
the mentioning. / tc, 

4 But when the And when, the moniing was now cowie, Jesus 
wmcjcsuJTtJodon •'^Ppeaicd and stood upon the shore, nevetyhcless,jf^l^\ 
the shore ; but the tiu: disc'ij^s, who had no expectation of seeing 
diiicii)ies knew not him there, being at some distance from him, 

that it was Jesus, and it not being yet perfectly light, kneta not^ 

5 Then Jesus saiih tya.v as tliey approached .5 

hii-rjrau?*Si"> 

They .iiiswcrtd him, thing to eat, my tadsf (^l^avc you taken fish 
No. enough to furnish out f They amxvered 

him. No; we have bijen t^iug here ail night in 

6 Amt he said nn- vaiii. And hc said to thehi, Let me then ad-c 
n”tVrLriJ\sSe'’i®‘'‘y°»toMro^ thj net an the ri^\t sideoj 
of the ship, and ye the ship, andyou will undoubtedly find [some,\ 
shall find 1’hcy cast ^nci willing to try at least whether this stranger 

Me conjc'ctured right, (hey threw the net iherrjore 
to draw it for the as he had directed them; and now theij were not 
uiuiiitudc of hshes. able (o draw it np hto the. ship again, on cc- 
countwj the miillitudc of fishes which they, had 
inclosed in it.' 

7 Therefore th.-it Then .lohn, that disciple whom Jesus pccu-T 
loved*^**^ Ta'lSr ^unto tnvcd, when he saw such astonishing suc- 
Peter, It is the i.oid. ccss after all tlieir fruitless toil and disappoiiii- 
Now ^hen Simon ment helorc, says unto Peter, it is undoubtedly 

wasThJ'rJ'id, bcRirt J^yd, who has, on this occasion renewed 
Ai* lisher’b coat ««/.» that niiracle whidi he wrought in thy ship some 


(for he was nak¬ 
ed,) and did r'.'i'il 
himself into the mm. 


years ago, when he first called us to attend 
him. (See Luke v. 4—10, Vol. I. sect, xxxiv.) 
Simon Peter therefore hearing hiih say, with 
the appearance of such good reason, that it 
was the Lotd„ was so transported, that he iin- 
racdihtely girded mi his coat, (for he was in a 
manner naked, liave nothing on but bis inner- 
garment, t) and threw directly into the 

sea, and swam to shore, that he might pay his 
earliest duty to his dear Lord, anti testify his 
joy III the condescending visit he was making 


r they were not uble to diaw it up into 
the shii> again, &ti.J This was not mere¬ 
ly a dcmoristration of iho puvver of our 
Lord, but -i kind providential suppl} for 
them and their funiilie;«, w'hich might be 
of service to them when they waited af¬ 
terwards in Jerusalem according to his 
order: and it was likewise a sort of em¬ 
blematical representation of the great 
success which should attend Ihcir at- 
f tnpts to catch men m the net of the I'os- 
pel ''^mparc Luke v. 0, 10, Vol. I. p. 190. 


f In a manner naked, ijaving nothing on 
but his inner-garment. 1 It is of great 
importance, inordcr to vindicate scvi nl 
stones in scripture, which the ignorarn « 
or malice of sumo modem uliters tins 
chnrgc4 indeecncy, to obscnc, that 
among the Jews, (as jGiotius and many 
others have shewn) they were said to be 
nakfd who had only an under garment 
on Compare 1 Sam xix. 34; 2 Sam 
\i. 20, Isa, XX. 2, 3; and Acts jux. ](' 
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The}) come askor/, and eat rvilh him. 


s'Err. them. ji?id the ‘*pther disciples, making' the 
cc. of their way, lame to him as fast as they 
'cniil.l u'ith the boat, drawing the net [full] oj 
after them •,for they were ml far from the 
' land, but about two hundred cubits, oi,oiic hun¬ 
dred yards. 

9 As soon then crv thei) came ashore, thei) saw a 
fire of burning (oais laid ready tliere, andfsli 
li./il upon if, and a sufficient quantity of bread 
at hind ; which .losyijiad miraculously prejiar- 
-ecl, that they mighty ^sct how easily he could 
make provision for pven when they were 
destitute of the 6rdinarv means of supply. 
lOAud that due notice also Alight he taken of the 
mirarnloiis drau-iht they had now made, Jesus 
said to them. Bring hither of the fish 

11 which you have now taken. And Simon Peter 
went aboard, and, with the help of his brethren, 
drew the net to land; and it was full tf great 
fishes, ivmch, upon taking the niimher oi them, 
they found to he no less than an hundred and 
fiJtjj-thrce : a}id though they were so manj and 
so great, yet the net was not broke. 

VI Then ./esus .said to them, Come refresh 
■yourselves,^ after the fatigue you have had for 
so many hours. And none of the disciples pre¬ 
sumed to ask him, fVho art thou ? or took upon 
them to inquire how he came thither, or whence 
he procured the provision he then offered them ? 
well knowing that it was the Lord, though he 
coinersed \vith them in .something of a distant 
manner, but left him to proceed m his own 
way, as judging it most respectful to leave it 
to him to direct the discourse to more iiitnnutc 
and particular subjects, in such a manner, and 
by such degrees, as he slimild think fit; w'hich 
lie presently after did. 

KJ Jesus therefore came and took bread, as the 
master of the feast, and, having blessed it, as 
he used to dp, gate [/#] to each of them; and 
likewise ga^tliem some of the broiled fish. 

14 And thisliMis n<m ike third time that Jesus 
shewed himself to such a number of his disciples 
at^once, after he was risen from ike dead, and 


8 And the other 
disciples came 'in a 
little sliip, foi tlr-y 
were not far from 
laud, hut ;i‘. it \u'ic 
tSrulinnilri d i uUit;.,) 
dragmiiij the net 

Wllll llbllUS. ■ 

9 A- «0(iii tin'll 
they wrio come to 
l.iiid, the_v S 4 '. t 111 " 
ol co.ilh (ill'll*, aiid 
fthh l.iid thereon, 
iiiid biudd 


10 .lesii*. sailh iiii 
to them, Hi mg of I he 
li<<h which ye h.iic 
riou caul’ll! 

11 .Simon Petci 
went lip, and dreiv 
the net to hiiid full 
of irie.it fishes, ,im 
hiindreil and fiftj' 
and throe - and loi 
all theic wi n so lua- 
ll^, \t,t w.xs not the 
net hi I ken 

]‘i Jesus sailli un¬ 
to them, CoHU- nml 
dine. And nmie u( 

the di'Ciplt-H iliirsi 

ask him, Who art 
Ihoii > kiioiviii" th.it 
It was the 1.01 (1 


I'IJl'sus tluiii com- 
cth, and t.iketh 
bic.id, and gnetli 
theirt, and hsli like¬ 
wise. 

1-1 'I his IS now the 
thud time th.'t .Icsua 
shewed liimself to 
hb disciples,' after 
that he W.IS 1 IS 61 I 
from the dead. 


f Com" and rt^fresh vnufsthe:..'\ Sol uses nspira'.' to signify a mtotiings mta/ 
choose to render t’nc vord r,fif >10olt ra- •* Thq third lain' he shr.^ rd humetjhi 
;!ier than din> , as Iljincr souictimes siuh a number, ifc.] GroUus explain? 



Rejections on Chmt's appearance atthc sea of Tiberias. 6*l^‘ 

it was alu^nded with somi? yory remarkably aad sr.cT; 
instructive circumstances^which will be parii- t't. 
cularly mentioned m the’next section. 


IMPROVhMENT. 

Cubist first called these drsoiplos when they were employ- 
ed in the duties of their proper professiiui in life, and he now 
manifests himself tn them while they ,^ere so engaged} per¬ 
haps particularly intending thereby to tmeourage an honest in¬ 
dustry, in which indeed we arc far iiioreAlildbly to enjoy hts pre¬ 
sence, and to converse with him, than ^ii^e|i we throw away oiir 
time ill idleness and inactivity. I 
A wliile he leaves them to labour ift vam,\hat when the pleii- 3—C 
tiful draught of fishesi came, it niiglu be tlic more remarkable. 
Sometimes be may deal thus with his uiiinstcrs, in their endeiL- 
vours to catch- men ; that we may be convinced tlnrobv, to 
wdiose power we owe our success, and may not sacnjiee to mir 
own net, or burn incense to our own drag. (Ilab. i. Id.) 

All the (li.sciples rejoiced at bis appearance ; hnl Peter \vas7 
the foremost to cast himself at his feet. Conscious that so mudi 
had been forgiven him^ he is solicitous to shew that he loves much. 

(Luke vii. 47 ) So may the rcmeitibrance of our niiscamagos 
work upon us, to make us more vigorous in (’hrist’s .service, and 
to inspire us with such zeal and alfc<‘tion as many tcafers nwj/ 
not be able to quenckj no)- the floods to droicn ' (('ant. vin, 7 ) 

I.et us not imagine this miraele was merely inteiifled loi ade- n--! 
nionstration of Christ’s Dn me power over all that pas.seth through 
the paths of the sea ; (Psal. viii. 8.) it was also the woik ol wis¬ 
dom and bounty. By the sale ol so many large and line fishes 
a seasonable provi-sion was made for the subsistence-of Ins dis¬ 
ciples at Jeujsalein, while they were tlicre xcailDigfor the dt-'^- 
cent of the Spirit. (Luke xxiv. 4y.) Let ev.ery circumstance 


thjs of tlu’ Uiitii ilai/ of Ills npiwnrdiiCc; 
lot hi* hdil hrst appi-Mrcil to sesoral oh 
tin* (l,jy ol III-, rc'.iiiroi lion, tlitii, afu*r 
eight d.iys, he came to his discipUs, 
ivbcn Thomas si as preseiil; nnd nuve 
again hr s1ic«*Cf) Imiisclf at the st.i of 
Tibmas And ii is plainly necessary 
that the word; should tie understood with 
eomc such limilati n, to make them con¬ 
sistent with the .accounts given by the 
other I'angolisis and St. Paul, which, 
when laid together, will prove that this 
was indei-d at le.ist the seventh appc.ir- 
ance that JC-.US had made fiiiiee his rc- 
.surrcclion. For he appealed first to 
Mary Magdalene, (Mark xvi. 9.), and 
then to the women as they returned 
{rom the sepulchre, (Mat i.xviii. 9.); 


after this he was seen of Pctci, (1 Cor 
x\. 5.), and then the s.une da\ by the 
two d'seiples that were going to Kni- 
maus, (Luke XMV. 1—31); nnd again the 
sanic evening he appeared to the disoi- 
ph's when llioiiias was absent i.hilin y\ 
19); on that day boscii-night lie.ippcar- 
ed to the eleven w’lieii 'Ihoiius was with 
them, (.folinxx )j andnon aftsrtlicsc* 
things Ik* shewed himself a seventh time 
to the disop'cs at the sea of 'I'lhcrris 
(Johnxxi. 1 )—liut, as John hmi p.irticu- 
jarlv mentioned before, 1h'* .ijtpeaianees 
which Jc.^us made to Ins dis<*iples wIku 
they Were together, (John \\ 19 SG ) ii 
seems iiiosl reasonable to eoneludi.*, that 
he reckons this the third as n-teiring ti^ 
these 



dlfi Jesus ash Peter if he loved him, and bids him feed his lambs. 

X * 

8 B(.T. of this kiltd encourage us to trust him, as the Lord of nature and 
cc. of grace, wiio will \iUihold from us no necessary sup[>ly of 
eithiT, while we are making it our humble and faithful care to 
promote his glory. 


I SECT. CCI. 

I 


Christ discourses wkh iPeter at the sea of Tiberias, and gives a 
remarkable prop/le^i-concerning the death of that apostle. 
John XXJ, 15—a/.’”" i 


w - > JOilNXxi. 15. i .. 

SECT. ^/IIEN therefore they had rnade a plentiful .nedl'jJl'Js^auh 
CCI. ffifjffi on this kind provision which Jesus-to Simou Peter, Si- 

had supplied them with, there happened some Jonas, 

15 circumstances in his succeeding discourse with lirantVeteVHrsanh 
his discipies winch may be worthy of mofc dis- unto inm, Yea Lord; 
tiuct notice; and particularly tins: Jesus wfrf thouknowest that i 
to Simon Peter, Simon [uri\ of J.mas, dost thou 
love me more than these do r® Or wilt thou now lambb 
maintain that tliou hast such a zealous regard 
’ ft)r me above any of thy brethren, as thou once 
didst profess, when thou saidst, that though all 
should forsake me, thou wouldst not do it ? 

(Mat. XXVI. 33, p. 47?.) J/e saith unto him. 

Yea, Lord, thou knousest that 1 love thee sincerely, 
thovigh 1 presume not to say more than any of 
my brethren \.hsus'] said to him. Mart, feed 
my lambsi^ and as I shall favour thee so far as 


» Dfisl Ihott love me more than Ihew do .>] 
Tti(' nriginal ^^ords, v^itov r«7uiv are am 
Liguoiis, ..ind, bcBidus tho sense I have 
ghea them, they signify, Post 

iltoii itKe me more than thou lovett iltefe 
nets, and other instrumenU of tliy trade; 
bo as to pieff ‘1 niy serMceto .my aurlilly 
advantages ? In this sense Dr. Whitby 
cxpldius them, ami ai'itues for it from this 
tiunb dcMtion, thatuthecuibe Peter could 
not have appcaliid to ( hrist, that lie ijlid 
thus lore him; Siuee n was impossible 
for him exactly to judge of thb propor¬ 
tion hetwe(*n kisdunlove to Vhnt aad that 
of his brethen. But that leamel com¬ 
mentator did not observ e hew modest* 
ly the reply js athusted on that head. 
Pcteronlyanswers^ lea, lord, foraisured’ 
hj. Lord,) Ihou kiiiaest that I tove thee; 
but does not add, mote than these. And 


this beautiful circumstance in the answer 
shea's how much he was hiiinbled and 
unproved by the remcmbr.'mce of his Kill 
^Feedmyiawbs ] Thep.iraphr!isc.^sliGWs 
how fair a sense may be gi \ cn to tlu -v 
words, without stippoMiig thev* invest 
Pcb.r with any kuch distinguished au* 
tliority in the cbnrch, as, coiitrary to the 
Ut >st conrineing .irgumonts, the Papists 
suppose, and make this bupposiiion the 
cortier-stope of the-r Babel. Bellarmin’s 
distinctioD betwen lambs and .sheep, as 
signifying tbfl Uityand clergy, is very 
trilling, nor can any exampU of the like 
distinction be produced. It is much 
mure natural to suppose in general, that 
lambs here, (as in Isa. xl. 11, and many 
other places,) may signify the vecakest 
of the tlock, which, by the way, it (s by 
no means to be taken for gi an ted th iCtht 



He thrke renetos the question an 


k the charge. 6% 


1 f> He saith to him 
again the time, 

Siiiiuii, uf Jonas, 
lQ\c«t thou aie> He 
saith unto him, Yea, 
1,01 d, thou/knowest 
that 1 love thee lie 
saitli unto him, Feed 
my sheep. 


n He saith unto 
him the third time, 
Simon, ioii of .tonas, 
lo\c3t thou me > I'e- 
ter was grievi-d, be¬ 
cause he said unto 
him the third time, 
Loveht thou me > And 
he said unto him. 
Lord thou knowest 
allthing'-; thou kiiow- 
est that I lovo thee. 
Jrsus saith unlo him. 
Feed i^y sheep. 


to commit ray church, in p^, to thy apostolic sset, 
care, remember that the fnjm acceptable way of ect. 
expressing thy love to mej wll be by taking care ‘ 
even of the weakest and feeblest of iny flock, xxi. i 

And, to impress this with the greater force 
upon his mind, he says to him again the second 
tivie^ Simon of .Aonas^ dost thou indeed 
love me ? He answers darn as he had done be¬ 
fore, FfUf Lordf I appeaflto thee for the sincerity 
of tliat re,<ard wtiicli I flwello thee, thou know- ■ 
e^t that i truly Itrve ? [•/eswy] says to him 
aoaiu, Feed then sheepj^iiii tenderness and 
care, and thereby |demonstratc the truth of 
thine aflection to me. 

And, that it might never be forgot by hini,'i'jr 
or any that were present, he says to him the third 
time^ Simon [^ow] oj Jonas, wilt thou abide by 
what thou hast said ^ Dost thou truly love me, 
and will that love of thine bear the severest trial ? 

Peter was exceedingl) grieved, that he said to 
him the third time, Dost thou love me 'i And he 
said to him with great earnestness, My dear 
Lord, thou knowest all thijigs; thou seest the 
very hearts of men, and, seeing mine, thou knou- 
est that I do indeed love thee ; though my late 
lamentable fall might justly bring it into ques¬ 
tion, and my repeated denial of thee renders nie 
worthy of such a rebuke as this repeated inquiry 
implies. Jesu<i says to him, Well, Peter, I ac¬ 
knowledge thou (lost indeed love ine^ and know 
how to di.stmi»uish between frailty and ticachc- 
ry ; and thereloie I not only own thee as a dis¬ 
ciple, but confirm thee in thine apostolic otticc, 
again ivquirmg thee to feed my sheep; and be 
assured, that I consider thy zeal for the ediiica' 
tiun ami comfort of my church, as the most ac- 


laity always arc. So that, on ihc nholc, 
thib argument for the J'ope’g bupicluacy 
sccDis almo-^t a? «.iintfmplil)le ai that 
will ’ll some vlrltc‘l^ uf that cominuuiun 
have drawn fiom the‘*e words, to prove 
that heretics, though piiiiccs, aio to be 
put to diaili by authunty d>'ni>’d from 
K‘ier, bffause feeding the ilock implies 
a power of killing wolve’,. (See Bovle's 
Phiius ('oniinuit. '< ol. I. p 82.)—} shall 
•uly aidd| that tooiu have observed, that 


being the diminutive of ufvn, sig- 
iijbe'< Me teas/ of my lumht; and, if we iii> 
terpret thib »b an intimation of the c4re 
which Peter, as a ffliobterof Chribt, wat 
to take of little children, it seems per¬ 
fectly congruous to tho wisduui and tcii- 
dci nose ol the great Sbephei d of tlie i^luep, 
to give so particular an injunction coii- 
cerjiing it; as I lia\ e shew u at h-irge in 
xny T« (1 Sermons on the Power and Grace 
of Cbribt, Serui. t ii. p. 17t>, 2d edc 



' (JJS Peler is told tohdi death he should gbrify God. 

sccT. centablc; token tlwu canst possiibly give of thy , 

cci. love to me- ^ 

And indeed thotv ^halt approve that love, not is Verily, verily, 
m '’j'I?'*™™' but by sufferings too; for re-{^ 1 ,“/ 2“ 

rilyfVcrilt/j J Sill/ latto thee, and \voula,bave thee younj;, thou wildest 
to remember it as what shall surely come to pass, thvwlf, and waikedst 
that when thm wasta young min, ihou u**!*’’uV**?*! T’s''u 

gwdihi/selj, and walle\about without controul, be old, tiion shait 
whithei'saevcr thou iwuldst; but when Moii or? btreteh vjorth thy 
grown old,' thou shalthtrefch out thine hands, 
maamtney snail gin I tn^, as a helpless prisoner, carry Mee whither 
and at length sh'al .teyr^ thee whither Mow thou’wonldbt not. 
wuuldst not naturally incline to go, even to those 
sufferings to winch flesh ^aiul blood have the 
strongest aversion: yet 1 know that, notwith* 

' standing thy late miscarriage, thy love to me 
w'ill bear thee through all. 

19 And this he said, signifying and intimating bn This spake he, 
what kind of death he should glorify God; name- ShrshJui.Ub! 
ly, that I )C shoulii suffer martyrdom, and die nfy ciod And when 
with his hands stretched out on a cross. And, !>® ^pnl‘(n tiHh, 
having said this, yet faiihor to illustrate and ex¬ 
plain It, he says to him, Follow me then, as I 
now walk along, and shew that ihuu art willing 
to conform to my example, and to follow me 
even to the death of the cross. 

20 And Peter did so with great alacrity; but 
turning about; he saw that other disciple whom Ijle'dJIicipiewLm 
Jesus laved, sAeniXy following him, in humble sus loved, followini; ; 
token of, his readiness likewise to suffer the 

greatest extremities iii the service of so dear a 
Master.*' , Now', by the way, it may be recol- 


he b.iith unto him. 
Follow uic. 


■JO Tin'll Pftrr 


* JIhftt ihou art utottn old] Petei’s 
rruc'ilixioii issaid to have happened about 
forty yoais aftei this; but the tune i.s 
not cxacltv and cerUuiily known. .• 

*1 Silently lolloieinir him. in liudible to¬ 
ken of his readiness, SC( J 1'here is a spi¬ 
rit and tendemoss in tins plain passage, 
wliidi f can ne ei read witboiit fhe must 
sensible eiuotj^. Clii.'t orders Peter 
to follow iiini^^ token nf his readiness 
to be c-iMCifieo^q his ciiinc. Ji^n stays 
not fur the eall: he rises, and follows 
too; but he sn/stiot one wuid of hisluve 
and his zeal, lie chose that the action 
only should speak that, and when he re- 
ruids this circuiiiotanCc, he tells us not 
whut that ae.tiun meant; but with ii^reat 
'iimplicity lelatcj the fact only, II heic 
and theie 4 generous.heait that, like his 


own, glows with love lo Christ, sees and 
emulates it, be it so; but he is not soli- 
eitous men .should admire it. It wa..s ad¬ 
dressed to his jVIaster; and it was enough 
that be imdershxid it.—And can any one 
be himself base enough to imagine that 
such 4 man could -pend his life iii pro- 
mo-iDg a pemutious falsehood, (for such 
in the ‘-ccoiid edition of the ninth of my 
ten sermons, I largely prove the aposto¬ 
lic tevtnnony to he, if it were a false¬ 
hood,) and at la-ct. in his old age, when 
his iclish (iir every thing but goodness 
and immortality was gone, would so so¬ 
lemnly attest it, as he dues in the con¬ 
clusion of In', gospel ’ May God deliver 
every one that reads this, from a head so 
fatally brcloudud by the corruptions 
the heart' ^ 



I ‘ 

Peter inquires ivhat should becoj^e of John. 6 ID 

niiifh n\j^ leaneti on lected, that this was the apo^e John, for whom si;ct,\ 

oiiaSS.'ShKi: 7 *“ a ■peculiar J^ness, who also at 

is h«* that belt jyeu> the pasctial supper lai/ tn ms (mom, and said 

to him, Ijord, who is he that will betray Mec^xxLadt. 
hi.n' Kill. 2 .J, p. 417.) Piter tberefure2l 

A)1U1| to alLSliSp 1 • I 1*1 I ■ t" f'll 

LoH, aii'i Ob.serving this disciple, and seeing him follow 

this nuu rftfJesus in the came manner as he did himself, 
thonoh he was not calleJ to it, says unto Je^s, 

Lord, what {shall] this)man [do,] and what is 
to hecome of him ^ he, who is now fol¬ 

lowing with me, pavti^e^fi the like sufferings, 
and III like manner tttstiry Ids love by dying for 
thee? I 

‘:'2 saitii Tin- Jesus says to him, Is that any immediate 22 

lit 'iarrv’tiii 'i emn^ f’'Oncerii of thine, Peter ? If / will that he tarry, 
what i, tLa' tn thee > Or continue alive, till I come iii power and grcj^t 
follow tUou me. glory to execute the judgment I have threaten¬ 
ed on mine enemies', what [w that] to thee, or 
to any one else,^ Follow thou me: mind thou 
thine own duty, and endeavour topieiiare for 
thine own sufferings; and pry not with a vain 
curiosity into secret events w'hich may hefal 
him, or any other of thy brethren. 

:.;s Then went this ^Sjow as this answer w'as not rightly under-23 
the"hnih^pn!"" h!r S'tood, this saijing therefore went abroad among 
timt diMipit'siii'i.iii the brethren, or the other fullovveis of Christ, 
not die jt-r .Icmis //j^/ (Jimple should iiot and the advan- 

'.uiiiKitiic imi j,’‘‘od age to which lie lived gave some iiirther 

. eoliiuf for It : but it w'as entirely built upon a 

niisiaki*; I or Jesus did not say to him, or of him, 
that he should not die; but only, as it was cv- 
jiressed before, If J will that he tarry, or con¬ 
tinue alive, till I come, what [;.v that] to thee ? 

And this is the di set pie who testifies concern-24- 
these things, and hath written them as 
above; ^/«</^ince he was an eye-w'itness to them, 

.md wfknott iii.it his and has not faded, in a proper manner, to pro- 
w-stimoiiy IS uuf. j„ tho churches the credentials necessary 

to prove the veracity and exactness ol his writ¬ 
ings, lee certainly know that his testimony is true, 
and doiilit not out every candid reader will re¬ 
ceive it accordingly. ^ 


] will that lit* t.i:i V 
till I liunu'. wliat 1 
that to tlu'f ? 


2i This I" thi' dis- 
ciplii nhii h !.csiilii.il) 
of thi^s<‘ tliiir.''., ind 
wrrjte thii-io th iiu''.; 


log 


^ Thtisayme, thi'fi'fiirc went nhroQfiamon" (liotius would argue* from tha ]»hir.tl 
the hr Allien, Kf ] I l).Lt itii u w.i'. biioli a nuiiibor in these woids, (Anno! in John 
fiutiuii and iiadiUoii a noii^ I’li* ani'ieiitb, Kx.'7u ) that thi-. la'.t cliaptri vax not 
Fa'llicios has panoiiihiilv' Cod. wj-itloii hy John liinistif, but wab added 

Apoji Xfi' IVsf. \ ul. If I p /l). to h s ^nxpcl bv some other hands 

/fja Uiitl hii liiliriirj 1 ? <r.rf J note on John xxi 1, p oil.) tUit n i 




Reji&ctions^n the inquiry into Peter's love, 

^ ' ■ 

\ IMPROVEMENT. 

ie6t. Wuat if our LoM Jesus Christ»hould put the aatne question 
cci. to us that he did to Peter, in this remarkable passage, and 
should thus, repeat it again and again? Are there none of us who 
should he at a loss for an answer? None of us to whom lie might 
'*■ you. have mt the love of Christ in you? —Or 

afiefi|iiere none of us apprehend, that, if we had ourselves 
been thus pressed, weccould, at the very best, only flave said. 
Lord, thou that kmn^s} all things, knowest that I cannot tell 
whether 1 l.ve Blush, and be confounded, O 

my soul, if thou rnij|st repl(^ with such uncertainty to a question 
of so great importance, and in a case where all the ardour of 
the heart might bo so justly expected! t 
17 But are there not still some of us who through Divine grace 
could reply with pleasure, luord, thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that, notwithstanding all the unhallowed and lamented 
iiihrmilies of oiir lives, we do indeed love thee? —And, if we are 
thus really conscious to ourselves of such an unfeigned affection, 
let it be our daily joy, that he who implanted this Divine prin¬ 
ciple in our hearts, discerns and sees it there; and, knowing all 
things, he perfectly knows this, however we may be suspected, 
however we may be censured. 

jg Let us learn also, by what method we are to express our love, 
according to our ability and opportunity; even by feeding his 
sheep, and promoting the interest and edification of his church. 
Let ministers especially do it; and let them not forget those 
15 dear creatures, the lambs of the flock. Jesus the compassionate 
Shepherd^ as we see, did not forget them ; but taught his ser¬ 
vants w'itffthc greatest tenderness both by his precepts, and by 
his example, lo gather them in their urns, and carry them ui 
their bosom. (Isa. xl. 11] 

' 21 Happj^ are those mini.sters vt'ho^ instead of indulging a vain 

',curiosity in things wherein they are not at all, or but very little 
concerned, are spending their lives in such faithful services; 
feeding the flock of God; and taking the oversight of it, not by 
constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but ^aready mind; 
that ii'hen the cluej Shepherd shall appear, they may receive an un¬ 
fading crown oj gLry: (1 Pet. v. 1, 4.) A crown which will in- 


plainly snidW^ beniiming^dfgiiji vefse, 
th.it It viss wBLUd Inlifitd.emd wrolp (hfie 
ihingi, and beSidfii, that we liavu fre¬ 
quent iniit.iii(T!i of the like Cliange ot 
niiinbcR, (iceHoii) vii 14, and IThcss. 
ii. 18 .J it 13 evident from the words, / 
svpfxue, in the next veisc, that only one 
person s[jcaks. tio that no inoie appears 


to be intended hert, than if he had said, 
“ We nnircrsanv allow, that what is tes¬ 
tified by a credible eye-witness, and 
assert) d by him under his hand, must 
be admitted as a valid testimony, and 
pass for unexceptionable evidence; 
‘ this is the case here; and therefore 
regard it accordingly.” 



Jesus appears to Jive hundred brefijten in Galilee. Ml 

finitel^uiore than repay, not only their Iab^s> but their suf- 
fcrfngs too! • / 

Happy Peter, who, having worn out Iffi better years in the'^^ 
service of Christ, courageously stretched out his aged arms, to'^*'^ 
he bound, and, being boyne away to tortures and death, shed 
the lust s!uw ebb of his blood as a martyr for him who had loved 
him and given himself lor him.^—And not less happy the beloved 20— 
disciple, so willing to hazard his life in.the same cause ; thoitgh 
he was nut in fact called to lay it down a martyr! Our graci¬ 
ous Lord, who sees every purpose, ^nd every affection, as it 
rises in the heart, favourably accepts i^f^c willing mind, and 
will, tliroiii^li the riches of his grace) eiiiitle them to the reward , 
of equal suffering, who have wailed vwith a like readiness, tliough 
they lia\e-not been paljed out to the scvi-rity of the like trial. 


SECT. CCII. 

Chrid appears to the whole bod^ of the disciples at the appointed 
mountain in Galilee; and afterwards meets the apostles several 
times at Jerusalem, and discourse'! with them conceniinff the 
affairs (Jhis kinp;dom. Mat. XXVllI; 16, to the end. Mark 
XVI, 15—18. tuke XXIV. 44—49. Acts 1.—2, 3. 


M4T. XXVIU. 16. 

'I’llEN the eleven 
tiiBcipIc!) nent 
aw.iv into Galilee, 
into a tnoDDtaiii 
wlw'ie Jesus li.id ap- 
lilted them. 


17 And when they 
saw him, the3' woi* 
shipped him: but 
some doubted. 


MAT. XXVIfl. 16. 

quickly after the late interview which sect. 

JesUs had with his disciples at Jerusalem, ccir. 
the eleven disciples went into Galilee, to a certain 
mountain not far from the se^ oLTiberias, 

Jesus hud appuinttd to meet Mm. ** And hejg 
appeared to them, and above five hundred 
brethren at once, who came together Irom 
** all parts of the country on tliat important oc- 
“ casion.” yJnd havms seen him, they bowed 17 
down and worshipped him; and though some of 
the company had doidited at first, yet they were 
afterwards folly convinced. • “ And the greater 


» some of the company had 

doubted at tirBt,AV ^ There is no room 
to think, th.i( this refui's to 8i..ine of tlie 
apusLies, wlien Christ had bo lately satis* 
lied the ino.A iiirreduloiis among them; 
but nc arc certainly t« understand it 
(as Mr. West lias tijlly shewn) of some 
that were in company with them, though 
Matthew has not mentiuiit'd them. (See 
West’s Observ. p. 2.'), Yet stilt it' 
is not easy to imagine how any of the. 
i'>st of tlc^ ^mpany could continue to 


doubt of the truth of Christ's resurrec¬ 
tion when they actually saw him and 
that in the piosencc of so many others; 
a ciicuinstance incomparably niuic enn- 
viiu'ing to <arh, than ifhvhad jpprart'd 
to any one alone I t^refuie eho<-c to 
TiuuliT and paraphrasci the wonls s« J.- 
(Jipstrsv, at>abo\e. 'I hose kariitdrrries, 
Albert, (Ohserv. p. ICO, 164 ) and Hus, 
(Exemt p, S3.) have produced many 
instinri'« in whieh ci is put fir nrif. 
And all the difhculty is removed, if we 



fisiQ And after that, isJfeen of James, and then of all the apostle ^ 

sVn, “ part of them c^tinued alive, as witnesses of ^ 

ecu. « the trutli of hisiCMirrertion for several jears 
after,though omersof them difed in a short 
XXVlli ** and uent to their glorified and tri- 

. ‘ 1 - 7 “ umphant [.ord in heaven.” yte 1 Cor. xv. 6 . 

Thus did he manifest himself in Chililee to a 
consideiable number of his disciples at once; 

“ snd after that, he appealed to James/and 
then (as we sluill iee hereafter) to all the 
“ apostles.” bee 1 (Jor^^xv. 7. 

Hut though he shoa^l himself thus Dptniv 
to Ins disciples, “ hr diJ nbt publicly appi ai at 
“ an}' tnne to all Hlic pcojlJc, luu incfi 1 d did hu 
shew himself, in aii} other netaiue, to so 
“ large an asscmbl} even ol his I’wn diseiplcs 
“ but in the seveial appeaiames he made, he 
“ chiefly conversed witli the apostle-^, and con- 
“ fined Ins visits to those witnesses that v\ii» 
chosei befoie by God to attest the truth ol 
“ Ins lesui tec lion, who had fteijiKni opportu- 
** nitics of a free conversation with him, and, 

** as wc nave seen befoie, (Luke wiv >11, fj, 

“ 43; and John xm. 12, 1 i ) did cat and (hink 
“ with him after he tose fiom tlie dead ” b.*e 
i\cts X. 41. 

Acui 2 And at these time-, of his conveising with Acts l 2 -[ !•■/) 
them,'* he nioio partitulail} opened to tlum 


jJlaw a siinli ci anqe in the ten'^c, anil 
take, tht rciidciiiit; ut tin Pins lan fi. ti- 
ininf /i nan’ll \.fii hml Oel ; d liUd, 
or, m 1 ii< h 14 much the s imi, thuu^/i >u»n 
/ d d II U a 

se\jril jtars after,] It is i^inc- 
rallv .,niittd, thatlhc fust Fpistic to the 
( aiutlumsvra virttin .it least tHCntv 
viars alter (hit ts i siiueiti n, and 
Piul till K tills II ,tliitt'i( eri.Iter part 
ol thisefivi liiindrcd Iheneoatinued due 
Vnd by tli< w i\ it»asiwj»c inilpriiN 
f us ilispi 1 sitiun I f Dll me Pi >\id iice, 
to Cl 1 tiiiiie thi ir 111 Ls s I loUjj, as pt h 
1 1 ftuin, nlicraver PiiMdiDi I led ttem, 
would 0 111 (dshentu uiincss of that 

iinporlaiil ltot,tlie lesunti Uon if our 
Loi d thi srrifat i i iicl iineiital ol th 
( hristi lA 1 1 'h 

^ After tint he ipt<aic<] to James] 
It isprooauli this w IS laims the son of 
Alplxus, Wfh)i i still living ivhmile 
apostle Paul wrote 'us Inti pi tie to tl e 
eonntiu,Ills, whi.lias the other laincs, 


the‘on oi 7 iL«dcc, "hid siiffcTcd mar- 
tyid jiri sunn \i us ricfou (Aits vii 
C) ]>iit the (iieuTn t incis jt this ip* 
pi Irani < die 110 wIuk ii okUiI, nor 
ha\( v»C jnv iifil ble aiioiiiit whin or 
when It liippeiiiil, only wi Uiin ti im 
till mill in « hull It Is pined b\ rlie 
apostil Paul, tlist It w IS itiii Clitisis 
appearinei lithi U\(. Imuiliiil liiilhitn 
See no e t on 1 1 ke *\i\ 4 x> ( 1)4 

<1 And at iluse t lilts I f In e iiiusm; 
with thi 111 ] As I iiavi insiited 111 tlir 
lirst i><ii i^iaph of tills stiiMii whit IS 
'id in the inst • p stle t > th ( oiiiithi' 
nns of 0111 loiil 1 ip >i,iTin( I to the hve 
hiindreil brelhiiii ant to I iini s so I 
hise tiioii^lit It piopir to nili tdun m 
this and the iic\t sti tion wha' rt liles to 
th s still y III ihi he^inni ig < i tlic Vets, 
(1 1 ip 1— 2 —] 2 .) whii hr Ildus the mi 
I itinn iiion iiimplbtt, and Inn he trie 
ail oiint wliii li thi 11 red writ Is |.,i e 
us of the lust )i y of our 1 ord tp .he time 
of hlb iSl I IlSlUil. 



He shews them that the scriptures toere^fulfilled in him. 623 


througii Holy what was the nature and desiffr?t)f their office; sect. 

M Hohj Spki% .Vhicl, was given vn'i- 

apoatios wiiom hfe not by measiure to himself, And which he liau 
had chosen, lately breathed into them, he f^ave command- ^ ' 

menls and instructions fo the apostles whosn he 
3 Towiidin aUohe had chosen^ how they wrre to act: To uhom al-^ 

gitvc abundant evid<‘iices of the truth of 
ly in.iiiv iNhiii'ible ^13 rCsurrcction, an.l ^htU'ed himselj to be dtive 
prooh-.-tn-m,:'-'t n i.i nfU r he had tu^crt'd death, by manj/ infallible 
tu-nifoiL\ aim and tokens', beih^sem if them fit various 

pi I(.1111111,; (0 (Itime's /,If ilie space o^/di tyyduys after his resur- 
i'^ii' ii.‘‘<..il lection, and speakinir to tlieni of the things 
u'hieb trlfu'ed to the kingd m of God. 


signtjf 
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these Ins last interviews with them were 
eiiielly at .lei iisalem, to which they returned’‘**’^‘'*^* 
soon al'tei 'its apiuMr.itice to them on the nioun- 
tain m (^aiilce; and Jesus iiWM'ame tjiither, o?i{^ 

,nnde them repeatid visits: and on one of tlicse 
i, o<-{ asioris, he spake nnfo them^ sayingf These 
fn ii'ii'iiod nhi n \yte\ the n'ords v'hich / spake unto ijon^ and 

intimations that I olten gave you, 
ihr propheo, anil „i '^>hilc / "a'lts yet dwelling among yon., that oil the 
till iviiiiis,Cl 11 fin- things mast be vxAciiy julf lied which are writ- 
ing^f [Mat. XM111. scri[)iures concerning me ^ both mthc 

jienlatench wliieli is called the lute of Mo.<teSf 
and iti the books ol the succeeding propk-etsy and 
in the P<(tl‘ns other poetical hooks of the 
Old 'rcbtanient. 

sOThenopprifiihc at 'iame time he not only in words 45 

Iiirui.cy 74 ht'S expounded to fie.ni the sense of the sacretl wri- 
dfritJiui the si,iip- ters, but also by a secret operation on th'-ir in- 
tellectuill faculties opened their minds^ that they 
might understand the scriptures in their refer- 

ill And raid unto J^„jj CODVincniff 0 )^ 11-46 

(hern, Hills Ills wilt- , , , , . ” , . 

uti, .111(1 thus u he- he eiil/irged upon the inifioriaiit suojett, 

.‘mved ciuist <0 sill- and said to theni^ \Vlien vou consider all these 
t. r, and Id ii-e horn iiungs^ you must certainly perceive, that thus 
it teas written, and thus it was necessary, in 
conformity to the counsel of God, and for the 
manifestation of his glory, that the Messiah 
should sufferj and should rise again from the 


1 0n one of those uccasions he spati. 
^u.J 1 use this iiidotci inmate foim of 
fsiire.s'ion, beraiisc I sec no iiiaik by 
iihieh wc can paitioularly ascertain the 
tiiiif wh(*n Jrfie following discourse was 
d'livefcd.-.^nly, I think it icry pl.iin it 
nuist'^e.^fter IFkii iit':!ii 'o Jmis.iliin 


(sop T.uke XXIV. 49 } and cnnscr|iiLiitly a 
xcu ff'w days hefon* our laud'-, jsceii- 
sioii—1 have thixiwii all that the iliiop 
evangelists s.ay ot tiles'- discour'-i'. into 
one uintmucd discoiusi, though peihaps ' 
some of 'hem might he dcliscr<d at dif 

!■ li’iit l 



All poivcr xmi them, aMthey should be his xvitnesses. 

SECT, dead, as I havejc/one, on the third day; And dea^the third 
ecu. that, in consequeirce of this, and on this great 

■ foundation, the iniUportant doctrines of repen-pentanceami remiB- 
XX IV. tance and forgiveness of sins through faith in of *•'"'* should 

47 liim should be preatked in his name, and by his ^’^‘1“!;!!*^'' *?■ 
authority, to all the nations of the earth, begin- uona,- beginmuy at 
‘ ning first at Jerusalem itself, though polluted JeriMalrm, 
willii the blood of the Prince of life.f 
Mat. You know indeed fadded he) how crtielly the xxvrii.is. 
Jews have treated mfe,/and how ungratefully 
they have rejected/m^; but their outrageous aud m cariii, 
malice has now done its Utmost, and my hea¬ 
venly Father has not only rescued me from their 
hands, but is exalting me to all that height of 
dignityt^and glory which the sacred oracleahave 
so pathetically described; for all authority is 
now given unto me both in heaven and on earth; 
and, in accomplishment of what was promised 
to the Messiah, { am raised to a kingdom which 
comprehends both the upper and lower worlds, 

■ and entitles me to the homage of angels as well 

luke as of men. And yet, though I could so easily xxiv* 4fi, 
3Kiv. 43 command the ministry of those more glorious 
creatures, it suits best with the scheme ot my 
gospel to make use of you; who shall accord- 
Higly be witnesses of all these things, by publish^ 
ing the certain knowledge that you have of the 
important truths of my death and resurrection;* 


t at Jerusalem.] As for tlie 

graminatH^ cunstruotion bf the Orot'k 
iword ap^Afjurir, it Would be foreign from 
Ihe design.of tbeM notes to enter int j it 
farther than io ief(,-r the learned reader 
to Fhuer, (Ob^err* V'ol f. p 268.) and 
lla|dielins, (Anaot. ex Herod, p. 
i'li.) and to the anginal of Lukcxxui. 
5; J 1 .XIV, 27, and Aeu x. S7.—It Was 
both graciously' and wisely appointed by 
ourLoid, thattbe gospel should begin 
to be prcdciicd at Jerusalem; graciously 
as It cnumiiaged Ihe repentanci- of the 
greatest sinoe^'wbpn thev saw that eieii 
the mm den aMW Christ were not e\cit)pt- 
cd friiin th(MH|^ of ^ospel-ineic}'; and 
nisely, as bnwy Christianity was more 
abiindaiicly attested, the facts heing 
pa Wished just on the spot where they 
happened, iind as the vast coiiCoiirse 
of p^j'le of rations natipns, present 
thereat tho feast of pentccost, would 


contribute greatly to its tnord speedy 
spread. 

S ypa shall te mlrie^ses of tht\e things ] 
That this was the grand business of Ihe 
a[>nstles, IS evident, ami the meenioiis 
authoi of Mlsu'dlaiira Sacid (Kssas in. 
p. 17—23.) has taken pi e.ii jiains to shew 
how tjhe title of silnesses and the otlicc 
of testifying IS ill the sacred writings ap¬ 
propriated to the apostles Iliitafiei ail, 
though It was indeed e senti il to the .apos¬ 
tolic oftice, that they «lio bore it should 
lie able to testify the facts as of their uwn 
personal knowledge; ,vct 11 is ceitaiii, 
that a great ntnoy others, who were nut 
apostles, ueraableto tes'ifv ihc >,amc; 
and it' was Uieir duly, and no do bt their 
care to do it as Trdvidence gave them 
an opportunity ■ and Ihe aiwstle- had 
many other dnii^s iiicurniicn' upon them 
for the editicatioii of the rhnreh and in 
order to the peiformaiKO them weie 



He bids them tarry at Jerusdlem till thh[r€ceive the Spirit? 

and who are therefore to Jook upon it the sEcre 
great bu dness of yourli^ves to spread the notices ccn. 
And belaid, i and evidences of these fifets. that 

■nd the prorrS^e of may be fully qualified for so high an office, 1 

ly iMthi‘rHp.inj'ou-/ am shortly to send upon you the 


SCI 
IJll 

'Tty* of ^.ici ii'<!Ilcn^ pi'omise ef my Father^ relating to the miraculous 
iiniii >e be endued effusion of the Holy Spirit upon you. (Com- 

hid* 

the Divine Wisdom sees fit to honour this plane, 

. sinful as it is, with fiifefiist vk% of this surpris¬ 

ing appearance, I^lHirge you not to go from 
hcMice before yon have received those gifts and 
graces you shall be furnished with for the dis¬ 
charge of your ministry; but do you continue 
here hi the city of Jerusalem till you are invest¬ 
ed wiih this pouerfrom on high ; *' whereby )Ou 
will be enabled to bear your testimony in so ad- 
, vantagi'ous and convincing a maimer, that no 

falsehood or sophistry will be able finally to 
stand before you, 

Mabk XVI. 15. further he said to them, When you shall 

And he s.iij luito tijus bf fiu nished with the cxtraordinaiy gifts ot*'*' 
them, Oo \c into all the Spirit, go forth into all parts of the world, 

l,«acb'lhc?o-<perw preach the gospel to every human creature 
every (rt-aiiin, under lieavcri to whom 1‘rovidence may lead 
iG He that beiiev- yoli, whether Jew or Gentile : And take care j G 
cth. and u bapumj, ^qu deliver it with becoming seriousness ; 

i!riha*Ibdicvcnn.ol! see to It that they receive it with 

'■hall he riatnneii proportionable regard ; for it is a matter of iii- 
iinitc importance. And accordingly I now so- 
leuiiily declare, That he who sincerely believes 
your testimony, and, in token of that cordial 
faith, is baptized in rriy name, and conriiincs to 
mainUin a temper and conduct suitable to that 
engagement, shall certainly be saved with a <'om- 
plelo and everlasting salvation: but be ich'i be- 
tieveth not this my gospel, when opeu'’vl with 
such convincing «,*vi(lcuce,' and linally persists ^ 
in w'ilful impeniteucc mid unbelief, as he re¬ 


fill mshed with extranidinnrv gifts nod 
{("U’cis, fur wtiK'h they would hove had 
litttc uocnsioii had it been their only 
biiMiicss to testify (hcsc faoW. 

■' Contmuc in the nty of Jernstthm till 
7ie>i ale i}r>.i i'h.l, kc,] This passage ut- 
tprl y ov^-tbroivs M i. Whistoo's assci lion, 
tliat almhis di'COorse mis deli''red on 
l^n'Ahl CiiMstrost liumtlu' deail^ .and 
tlial 'ic i-.iyiision rcl.ilcd bv l.ukcmtUt. 

'r cl'.ii'tei, Is iioL Ilut at 


the end of foit\ days, .w^u he qviitted 
tlici eaith, to ictuin to it no more, but 
.1 piBvious asreu loitiUrtilrh w<ih made on 
the iTjiurrectiiiii-d.iv, For nutbing' can 
be more certain, than that the iipi.islli.'° 
d.d (jiiit Jeri’saicin between ('hrn>l’s re 
siiirtcliun and the descent oi ihe Spuii, 
an<l wnt into v.'ahlec by ( hint’s ap* 
poiT'tinejit, which was '■ignifiedto them 
by the nngol and by Iiitnsilf too 
' \Ui(‘ii open'd with SHCh coiiviri' 



fo fi€ ^ves them g^ 'tommmidn to preach and baptize i 

jUBCT. jects the most gracious counsel of God for his ■ ‘ 

Jccm, recovery, shall be cond^ined, by his righteous 
judgment, to futurd and everlasting punish* 
ment,*' and shall to his dreadful experience find 
« ' that gospel which he has despised to be a sa- 
, vour of death to him. 

Observe then the extent of ybur commission ; xxviii. i$. 
oisvni. and;^/w M tkerefire, not only into Judea, but 

*^mto all the rest or the world, atid proselyte all i,aptizmpthemmthe 
the nations of the earth ■lo the faith and obe- name of the FaUier, 
dienco of my gmpcl^ Oupfiang in 
awful and venerable •nt/wit' of the Father^ and of 
the SoHy and of the Holy Spirit ;that by this 


evidence.] 'I'liis is by no means a pro¬ 
per place to inquire into the proportion 
between the evidence which was peculiar 
to the <la)s of the apostles, ami that 
which IS I'ornmon to our own. But I 
hope it will be oungidcrcd on the one 
h.iiiil, how improbable it is, that a divine 
leiilatioB, introduced as the gospel was, 
-liouhl e\ or be left so destitute of proof* 
in after ages, that an honest man, after 
impaitial c onsi.leratiun, might reject it, 
and on the other, how tit it was, that the 
danger of neelecting it should be strong¬ 
ly daclaicd, lest it should seem itself to 
have left men .it lihcity to tnfle with it 
SAal/ ir eondfntped, &c.] As foi the 
objection uhich has been urged against 
the truth of Christianity, from the dam- 
iinlory sentence which it here and else¬ 
where pronounces on thOsC tfiat reject it, 

I hive coiisioercd it at large, sime the 
foiinor ptihlicatinn nt this volume, and 
attemptid to shew thal it is so far from 
being conclusiv'e, that it would rather 
have- bi-oii a greater difficulty in the 
scheme of ( hristiaiiity if it had contain¬ 
ed no such sentence. See my second 
letter to the Aiilhiir of Christianity not 
founded on Argument, p. 2S—47. And 
I must earnestly entreat any reader, 
who fancies there in any force in what 
Ihe deists urge on this head, atfeiitivcly 
to consider what is there ofR'rcd, before 
he presume on <lin tt>pitrary sentiment, 
which may ^i^^ps bean erior as fatal 
as it IS absnrdi ' 

I PtOitlyte aU'^kt nations of the •*.'irlb.] 
'fhe whole tenor of the succeeding boohs 
of the New Testament shews that Christ 
designed by this commbsion that the 
_,]-'pet should be preached to all m.m- 
kmvl viiUiont exception, not only to the 
Jews, hut to all the idolatrous Gentiles 
hut the prejudices afiootlcs led 


them at first to mistake the sense, and 
to imagine that it referred only to their 
going to preach the gospel to the Jews 
among all nations, or to those who should 
be willing to become .lows —I {cndcr the 
woid fxeeS^TiLural., proseli/tf, that it may 
hd duly ilistinguisliid from ittna-H'.vlf;, 
tmeking, (in the ncjit vcisv), wilh which 
our version confounds it. The foinici 
seems to import instniclion in the csvcii- 
tials of rcligioni which it w.t. necessary 
adult persons should kiKiw and submit to, 
before they could rogulaily be admitted 
to baptism j the latter may lelab--to those 
more particular admonitions in regard to 
Christian faith and practice, which weie 
to be built on that foundation —It is cci - 
tain, that no argument can be drawn fioin 
hence tothepicindicn of infant-baptism: 
for had Christ sent outthc.se missionaries 
to propngute Judaism in llie world, he 
might have used the same language: 
Go, and proselyte all nations, circiim- 
(Uing them in the name of the God of 
Israel, and teaching them to obseive 
all that Moses commandt d ” 

® Baptizing them tn the name of the Fa¬ 
ther, &c.] Though I dare not as.se. t that 
the use of these very woids is ('sscntial 
to Christian baptism, yet surely the es.- 
pressinn mu t ntiniate tlic necessity of 
sonic distioc egard 1o each of the sacred 
three, which is always to he maintained 
in the admiiiistution ot this ordinance,' 
and con8Gi]uen)ly it must imply, that 
more was saiil to those of who'e baptism 
wc read in the Acts, than is there rceord- 
rd, before they were admitted to it. The 
ChrisUau Church in succeeding ages has 
acted a wise and safe part in rctai’ning 
these words; and they contain so strong 
an intimation, that e:u h i f ih<\je person^ 
is properly God, and th-at worship ^ 
paid, and glory asciibe.il t/i each^ 



and promises^ to he toith them the mrld. 

_ solemn initiatory ordinance they may proifss stet^: 

their subjeotion to each of these Divine {lersons, ccir;' 
and, maintaining suitable r^ards to each, may 
!io rfaciiiii-jr them receive from each correspoitdent blessings 

whais.rK vu I have instruct the Converts whom you sogQ 

romm-inded jou. ba^itize, teaching them to keep and observe all *' 
and lo, j nrn with (kings whatsoever I have commanded you; as 
'\hc* end'of the' remembering that I am the Lord, and you on-, f 
woi/d. Ai)tin ly the messengers of my will, while you 

act in pursuance o^hese directions, though 
numberless dilKculttci^kviltiappear in your way, ^ 
yet he not discouraged at them ; for behold^ I 
am always with you,to support and eomtort you, 
and in some measure at least to succeed your 
labours; and I will to such purposes as these 
be with all my faithful ministers who shall suc¬ 
ceed you in tlie work, ^tveu to the end of the, 
world. ^ Jmen! O blessed Jesus,> so may it' 
indeed be! And may this important jiromisc be 
fulfilled to us and to our successors, to the re¬ 
motest ages, in its full extent!*^ 

Mark XVI 17 . And he yet farther added, So far as it is ne- Mark 
^nd those sipis shall cessarv and expedient for the confirmation of*'^’’ 
my gospel, and the establishment ot my cause 
and interest in the world, a miraculous power 
shall attend you, and others who shall join with 
yon or succeed you in the first plantation of my 
church: and in particular, these si^ns, and 
others no less wonderful, shall follow them that 
believe, and be performed by those wlio iii a 
lively uiiumcr exercise tticir faith in God, when 
he is inwardly exciting them to such operations;!’ 


.iiiiu't biV hript: they «ill he .i moans of 
iiiai'it.umn); Iho boiief of the ouo, and 
tlio pitietiee of tl<c otliur, .iiiioiij; the 
jfein ralitv of ('liristiansi to the end of 
the KOI Id. 

“ I mntihia/f Mlii j / o !/,,*. "« /« Ihf fnd 
fillhr-M»U.\ Ah Chnsfi. ,:e5ence \nth 
hissiir^niiiH .ipo^tles .mci Iher iniriii- 
ters was as iiccehsai I .il’ter thi' dchtriio- 
tinn ot .lerusalciii ih brfurc it, nothing 
seems more nnri.a'.oriable than to limit 
thc'e woiils bysi.chaii loteiprelotioii, as 
to refer them only U) that peiiod. nor 
doi’h U indeed appear, th.Uthe end of ihe 
vioild IS r \<!i used in any other than the 
innst entof'ni' scri'C 

“ Awft *’'—o may il indeed helj 
T^^Sh\hc wgid AiJieii, inlh nhi< h <iti.Ii 
'1 


(if the gospels end, iHecms chiedy to lia\e 
been intcudvd .is an inUmation of the 
Conolubioii of the book, and as an .is:,e- 
\uiatirin of the ci'ilani triitli vf il>e things 
CO-l.niK'd in It; y^t I ilniir the tai:i 
hei(* nncii lo i1 in 51,ilihc.v \ei s natural, 
considering its coiinection wi'h tha' pro¬ 
mise, vihich Kas Mfidoiibtedly the grisit- 
cst strength and joy d’ tliatg 9 iid iij,m’» 
heart. .St. John iis.'& ihe like tiiiniii in ire 
exiirr*si, laiiguaite, in the last verse but 
one ot the Rcvelatuia. Surcli/ I o/me 
f/iiitkig. Amn! I'ven yj, tonic furJ 

1' j/«*r iieU' ill'll! fi'Kvna them that be- 
liice, &.C 1 [t IS osei eoing evident, that 
thi' word belu‘..i‘, in this plarc. in'-st sig¬ 
nify ‘.orncthing ditlcicnt finiii t'lal faith 
«Inch had m the prccediii,; vei eofMa.-k 





A miracubiitpotve f'should attend them that believe. 


lieve: in my name 
shall they ca'^C uul: 
de\ils, they bhall 
speak with new 
tongues. 


13 They shall take 
up serpents, and il 
they drink any d( ad* 
ly thing, It shalY'flOt 
liuit them, liny 
shall lay hands on 
the sK'k, and thev 
sltall leeo^er. 


ijtscT. in mp na?fie they shall cast out the most obsti- 
note* and mischievous detnons, who may have 
possessed the bodies of men; they shall by an 
ifvf n extraordinary, and nitherto unknow'n effusion 
'of ray Spirit, be enabled with the greatest flu¬ 
ency and propriety to speakJn various new tan- 
1 which they have never learnt; Th^ 

'*’■ ' shall take up serpents witliout being bitten or 

endangered by them ;‘i an^ if, by some secret 
or open attempt made td'destroy them, they 
y‘ drink any tlcadly anff maiignant poison,, it shall 
not hurt them, ^ [and] when they shell lay [their] 
hands 07i (he sick and infirm, it shall be attend¬ 
ed with a healing virtue, and they shall inime- 
cllately recover without the use of any farther 
means. So that in consequence of this extra¬ 
ordinary eonfirniation,^my gospel shall meet 
with a very general reception, and my lieaven- 
ly l ather, areording to his promise, “ shall 
“ give me the heathen for mine inheritance, 
“ and the uttermost parts of the earth for my 
“ possession.” (See Psal, ii. 8.) 

Such was the purport of our Lord’s discourse, 
andjn this manner'he conversed with Ins dis¬ 
ciples till his ascension, with the account of 
. which illustrious fact we shall conclude this 
important history of his life. 


IMPROVhMENT. 

' M»t. With, bow ill a grace could the Jews complain of any 
will. 16 evidence of our Lord’s resurrection, when he 

appeared alive to so great a number as five hundred at once! How 


Wu ftqmrcd Indi'.pensably BPrescary 
to salvation; and can liave no other ra¬ 
tional interpretation than what is liert' 
gn en. 

1 They thall tale up sfrpcHts,^ .latnblicns, 
(Vit, Pythag. cap. '23.) .says th.at Pytha¬ 
goras could do this; and very credible 
writers haie a^ri<^d, that in the eastern 
nation!., tli^H|n art of chaiming snakes 
and ser]»||Ply the force of music, so 
as fur a to suspend their disposi¬ 
tion to hurt, (See Bochait, Hierozcic. 
port Z, lib. iii. cap. 6; and compare 
Psalm.Isiii. 4,5, and Redes, x. 11.) 
tlnt^s power was iindouhtcdly exer-' 
ciged without any such artidce, and in¬ 
dued, (as in the past of Paul, Acts 
xsViii. *3—5.) an ability to .heal the most 


dangerous wounds ginn Jby the bite ui 
the most noxious animali.. 

*■ (/■ by some secret or op n attempi 
made to destroy them, they dunk, &c ) 
i add this clause, that none may ima¬ 
gine God ever intended that these mira- 
cutoiis powers should be used merely lor 
ostentation, or to guilify the curiosity ot 
spectators. Considerini; to what dq'recs 
of ciirsi'd refinement the art of poisoning 
was by this lime brought, as well as how 
frequently execution was done, bv giv¬ 
ing poison to condemned persons in tlie 
age and country m winch the apostles 
lived, such a promise as tins will appear 
more important than the reaojr mi;;ht a‘ 
first apprehend 



Rejleclions on the commission Clirisf gave his apostles. 


- "Iftd must these disciples bo when they saw the Lord! and uith 
what pleasure must they bear him speaking of those 
which concerned the kingdom of God ! / 

We have surely perpetual reason fo^hankfulness, when we *''^ 1 ^ 
think of that comraissioti which Christ^aTO to his disciples: nor 
is it a cir cum stance of little importance, that they had it in ^ 
charge, when they published this message of grace, to begin 
Jerusalem; though the religious opportunities that were abused** 
by that ungrateful city had alr«dy Leen so great, and their 
provocations so many. Arnazing^ndescension of the Prince ol "jP 
Peace, that he sent his ambassadovs of peace to them when they 
had hardly laid aside the weapons with which they had slain V-' 

hnn, and were scarce rested after the cruel fatigue which their ~j 

officious malice had given them in abetting his murder! Be- | 
hold, he offers them all the invaluable blessings purchased by 
his blood, while it was yet, as we may say, warm upon mount 
CaU'ary ! and on the same principles, even unto this day, xckcrc 
sin hath abounded^ there is grace abounding much more. (Bom. 


V. 20 ) * 

The commission be gave his apostles, though it began at Je- 
ra>aleni, did not end there; nor was it confined witlnn the nar¬ 
row limits of Judea; hut they were appointed to go into alt the 
worlds and preach the p^ospel to evoy creature. We to this day, 
in our remote land, enjoy the benefit of it. Let us remember ’ ■ 
the important consequences that will one way or another aitcnd 
the gospel thus lirouglit us. Jf v'c believe it, we shall be saved Iti 
but if we believe it wo/, we stuill be damned. Life, or death, O ^ 
my soul, is the certain issue of it, with regard to thee in parti¬ 
cular. JJe. surety to thy servantf 0 Lord^ for good, {Psal. c\ix. 

122.) and let my life he precious in thy sight! v 

C'hiiat opened the understanding of the apostles, to apprehend^ 
the sense of scripture. Let us study that sacred book with an' *' ■ f 
humble dependence upon the aid ot that blessed Spirit by vshom 
It was dictated. And let these apostles who aie thus divinely 
tajLiglit, he reverently regarded as our surest guides, when we 
are studying the oracles of the Old Testament; considering the ' 
extraordinary commission with which Christ sc*nt them forth, 
the power from on high with which he invested them, and the if) 
ample credentials which he thereby gave them. 

• The.se miraculous donations are^now ceased, bufjtbat valuable , 
promise still continues in force, That he will be with his iniinste!'3 2 Q \ 
always, even unfo the end of the world. In the strength oi that 
gracious assurance, O thou faithful and true Witness, would ^ 
thine humble ambassadors still go forth to all the labours and 
difficulties before them: remember thy word unto thy servanti. 

(JPsal.' cxix. l-y.) and maij it he unto us according to it f Amen ! 

r j? 



The disciples are d^Tiin bid to rdait for the Spirit at Jerusalem. 


^?CT. 

'VTV^ 
• Aets 

J. 4 


SECT. CCIII. 

Christy after his last )siscoiirse with his disciples, ascends to hea¬ 
ven in their sightfrc/pi the mount of Olives in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ihlhany ; and they joifully return to Jerusalem, icait- 
iug for the Spirit, Mark*XVI. ly, to the end. Luke XXIV. 
bO, to the end. John XX. $0, to the end. XXI ult. Acts I. 
4—12. A 


t 


1. 4. 


ACTS I.-'' 4/ 

gUCH was the conversation Jesus had with ^ki) bi-in^asicm- 
bis disciples at Jerusalem, and such the com- blodiogcihei witii 
mission he gave them: ««</now at length,‘.T,”t 
mg gathered them together on the fortieth day they siiouW not a. - 
after bis resurrection, he charged them A^m, as part from Jeriihaicn;, 
he had done before, (Luke xxiv. 43, p. 623.) Path”' 

not to depart from Jerusalem, to employ them- „h,ch, mth he, ye 
selves 11 ) any .secular cares at, homo; but rather hatf heard of im'. 
to spend some succeeding days in extraordinary 
devotion in the temple, or in their secret re¬ 
tirements; that they might, with the most be¬ 
coming temper, -wait for the accomplishment 
of that promise, of the Father, which, [wit/ Ac] 
you have again and again heard from me, both 
before and since my resurrection. (Compaie 
John XIV. 26; xv. 26; xvi. 7; and Luke xxiv. 


5 49.) For Johiindeed baptized with water, v{\\cn j For John truly 
he was sent to call men to repentance; but you bai'fintdwith wait'r, 
well knoWy that he declared at the same tune, 
there was one coining after him, who should Uhost.nutuianyii.tji 
“ baptize in a more glorious manner with the 
“ Holy Spirit:” {sec Mat. hi. IJ, Vol. 1. page 
106.) And ill accomplishment of this predic¬ 
tion, as you arc now to be sent forth to preach 
the gospel, and to bear- witness of me as the 
tine Messiah, that whosoever shall believe in 


me may obt.un remission of sins, you shall be 
pltMitifully. 6^ isbed from above- vvjih all those 
graces enable yon tofuihl your minis¬ 
try, and means shai^be baptized with an 

extraordinary effusion of the Holy Spirit ; and 
this sliall be done not many days hence. 

Aukp A)td he then took them with him out of the xxiv. so, 
citypnd passing over the brook Kedron again, 

. ififi-very different manner from that in which he ^ 

« iflid lately crossed it, (John xviii. 1, p. 475,476 ) 

■ Ihe led them out to the mount oi Olives, and 



. ' ' S s . * V ' 

Thexjjdiscourse tmth feats' on the m^unt of Olives. 

jiut as far as to Be- brought them through lhat‘ri(lge of hills, c-s/hr 

i. c. When bolunclaries of Bdhanjf.^ ’" ’ 

th^y fterefore were When therefore tiuy >were come together 
coino together, they such peculiar soieinnityl #ind Jesus had thusas-• 
"ilTtSfi^ft sembled them in a bo^ '{as they apprehended, 
this restore on soiuc extraordins|ry Occasion), they asked 

again the kingdom htniy sayijtg, Lordy wUt thou (it thin timoy when 
to sraei > guilty of sucli aggravated 

wickedness, restore the kingdom to Isarael ? And 
wilt thou now ir^fsuch a manner shew thy favour 
to a nation which well deserves to be destioy- 
ed, that Israel shall at this time be raised from 
its servitude, to that extensive empire which 
» ancient prophecies have led us to expect under 
thie government of the Messiah ^ 

T And hi- said unto desus was not willing to enter on a 7 

them. It is not' for subject, concerning which the Spirit would soon 
you to know the rectify their notions, he chose to check their 

which ”"^^ 0 '^FaX^r whatever the, 

hath put 111 his own schemes of providence may be, it'is notjdr ijou 
to know, and therefore is not proper for you to 
inquire, what are those times or seasons -which 
the Father has placed under his own authority u 
the Messiah’s kingdom shall indeed be triumph¬ 
ant, and the Israel of God shall reign with him; 
but where, or when’ or how this shall be, it is 
a But ye shall re- not your nrCvseiiL business to iruiuirc : And ilicre- S 
ceivepoweiafteiiii.it fore HOW let not these secret things engage and . 
th^e Holy Ghnst is attention; but let me rather cx- 

nortyou to mind your present duty, and to 
leave the event of things to God ; and to pre¬ 
pare you for the important service yon are called 
indeed, as Ibeforehave toldyou, rf- 
ccive the power of the Holy Spirit coming upon 


' /Is ftir as to the boundaries of Beth¬ 
any.] This at least must be the import 
of the wokI iiu;; but what is said else¬ 
where, will not allow to eateiid it to 
the town Itself- for the town of Beth¬ 
any was about fifteei|t*furlongs from Je¬ 
rusalem, (JobiLXi. is ) whereas the place 
from which our Lord ascended, on mount 
Olivet, was but a sahbath-day's journey, 
or about half that distance from Jerusa¬ 
lem, fAets I. Vi ) So that to rccnncile 
what Luke here telLs us in his gospel, 
with the account he gives us of uur 
Lord’s ascensiorf m the Acts, we must 
conclude, tliat he conducted his disciples 
only to the boundaries of Bethany, which 


came much nearer to Jenis.ilem, and 
took in part of the mount ul Olives. 
(See note* on Tliat xm 1 p. 2h0 )—It is 
indeed possible, that our Lord might 
make liis last visit on earth to Lazarus 
and his pious sistefs; but it is nmiiifesl. 
he did nut ascend fipm^etuwn of Beth¬ 
any, where many bth^ must have seen 
him, but from the mbdnt of Olives, where 
none beheld him but his own <li<-eiples; 
nor |s there any intimation lu the words 
nf the evangelist, that he came fioiri 
Bethany to the mount if Olives on tl e 
day of his ascension, but rather that he 
went directly from Jerusalem tbirher. 



Having blmcd Jihejii, he'iscdtds to heaVeiiin their sight. 

P%T. ^ou : and hy this means you shall qualified ye shall be witnesses 
witnessest both in Jerusalem and *« 'and III 

JudeUf and in Sdmaria, and,even to the ends all Judea/ and m 
(f the earth i and youUhall gather in subjects* Samana, and unto 
f' to my kingdom in ,r<^tnotest regions, and 

subdue multitudes to this obedience of faith. ^ ' 

Jnd, then, lifting up his hands in a moatso. 

*'• lernn and devout manner, ke blessed them, as ~ 

^‘^pne that bad authority, not o^'Iy to desire, but i,a"„d/,‘' /„d'blLid 
to command a blessing on tlem; and recom- tbem. 
mended them to the guardiMiship and care of 
his heavenly f ather, to whom, alter so long an 
abode on earth, he wa’s now returning. 

^ j Jnd it came topass^ after the Lord had spoken 5i—>iiid u t amp 
these thmgs unto them, and had with great af- 
1^, . fcction and solemnity discoursed with his dis- tiunjcs] 

^ ciples of the work they were to do, and of the umo ’ tium], wjiiie 

. power they should have to qualify them for it, '*b>s..d them, be 

even while he was blessing themy he was miracn- 
*1^ i.glousiy jepd'ra/ed from them. /Irid while they 9—] 
s: stedfastly him, and fixed their eyes upon api* i ahJ 

K , djiin with the strictest obsertatioii, kewas taken bibeld, 

^ vp from the ground on which he stood, [JiC nnf cllrue^i 

gradually carried up into heaven^' as it seemed \iij]nU)hpa\en,janci 
by the ministrv of attending angels (though he '• '«tn(d bun 
could cerumi;' have ascended merely hy bis 
own power)- nna while he hovered in the air, ,ight-haiidot cod] 
at some distance from them, a bright c/owd ap -1 Mark x\i.—19. 

pcared, as a kind of triumphant cTiariot which J-ul'e xxiv.~5i.] 
God had prepared on tins great occasion, and 
received him out of their sight: and, passing 
through crowds of adoring angels, he ascended 
to a tliroiie highly exalted above all theirs, and 
sat down, even at the right hand of God, on a 
seat of the highest dignity and authority, there 
to reign in the glorie.s of his mediatorial king¬ 
dom, till all things shall be put under his feet. lOAnd nhiiK Ou v 

I m \ ‘ looked hiodfastlv tu- 

{^ee 1 Cor. XV. 27.) • ward beiUcn, a:> lie 

■ s 0 And as they were stedfastly looking up to kea-, 


S IVkth h/t vias taken up, 

&e.J itnill, be rememberc-d, 

liiat it was tor laaj^^y, and not oF necpb* 
'it 3 ', that our J.Oid used Uie ministration 
of angels in carrying bimself td heaven. 

-Dr. J(tnnini;'i has observed wiih his 
Usual sagacity and propnet)’, (tserm. at 
bVjrvjitrac*, Vol. 1. p. that it wa? 


much more proper our hard should as., 
ceud tolieavenin thesiirht ufhis ajiostles; 
than that he should riso from the dr'ud in 
their Mght: for Jus resurrection W8.s 
pio\ed, when they saw him aliie after 
hiq pas-sion ; but they could not see him 
in faeaven, wb'ile they continued^ upon 
cfirth. 



Tivo angels tell theniy he shall coine again pi like manner, 6^^^ 


cctiir4 

I'V! 


' ven, while he -d'ent on in his- amazing and tri- 

umpliaiit progress, klioldy tmo angels, in the 
form of meny in white and shining rainientf be- . 
ing of the number of tliose whose ministration 
God was pleased to inake/use of'in this illustri- ^ 
liWiuciTaffiosaid, ous evcnt, camc and stood near them; Who alsoli 

Ib,Tn4.'y/'.5 T''j “ J^’ 

lip into heaven ’ thi^ why 00 ye Stand ga%im up to heaven with such 
same h-jus which is great astonisiintent n Is it not what your Lord 
taken up inmj yon {jjmself has often to/a I'ou, that he was soon to 

I'oiiie in like inuiiiici retum to thc glory trom which he came? And 
as ye h.iie seen inia vvc arc now sciit hither to assure you, that, this 
go into heaven. Jesus, who is tlius taken up from you into hca- 
'* vent shall so come again, tVi t/ie very same maii^ 
ner as you have now beheld him go into heaven: 
for the great day shall suady come, when he 
w'ill visibly descend from heaven in a cloud of 
glory, attended as now with a guard of angels, 
to dispense their final judgment to all tlic inha¬ 
bitants of the world; hut in the mean time, the 
heavens must receive him, and you must no 
more expect bis company on earth. 
j.uKt XXIV ')?. And his disciples were so fully satisfied of his t-uke 
Atirith('v»oibhi|ped jjjyjjjg glory, that they worshipped^ ~ 

tmlauhoJcruLi. nij him With the hymblest reverence though he 
with,rpat |iiv jirdin was now becouic invisible to them; and then (as 
thcnio.ui) idiidioii-]jg ordered them) returned to Jerusalem 

ia’isLtma.s^ah!.S tke moufit Called Oiivet, 

day'sjournej.Jl'.cts where lio was parted from them; which is but a 


/XXIV. i'2 


5. 12.J 


sabbath day's journey, or about a mile distant 
from Jerusalem:^ and it exceedingly rejoiced 
their hearts to think that Jesus their Lord was 
in this singular manner*hoiioured by his heaven¬ 
ly Father, and received up into a state of ever¬ 
lasting felicity and glorj', in which he would be 
able to protect all his followers, and to provide 


* 

« Whuh u 'a tnbbuth'dat/'t journeu from repair on the sabbath-day to the place of 
./rMi'a/i'fli.] A sabbath-dav's journey is Ood’s public worship, a sabb<itii-day’s 
-genor.illy rci kuned liv the .lews to be two journey was mure than two thou«and c'u- 
thousniid cubits, win li wastbc distance bits to those whose station m the canij> 
bctwfi'ii the ark and the camp, wlicii they was more remote from the ark: yet wheo 
inui died j (Josh. Ill 4.) and piobably the they were afterwards settled in towns, 
same piopoi ti'jii was observed when they they allowed no more than two lliousand 
rested, 'J'hisis usnally ooinputedatabout cubits fur a sabbath-day’s journey. (Ste 
eight fiirlorifis, or a mile, hut as the Selden, de Jur. Nat & Gent lib. in. cap. 
camp took in a lai^e extent of ground, 9, and Ligbtfoot, Hor. Hcbr. on Luki- 
■and this was only the distance of those xxiv .SO; and Acts 1 .12.) Compare note * 
lhatencamp*ed nearest to the ark, so jl in this section, on Luke xxii. 

1/1 ei^deut, tiiaCas all the people were to 



I - ^ ' 'rS ^ 

C34 The}/ return to Jei'iisam, mid praise God in the temple. 

SBCT. in the most cfTebtual manner fur their present 
edit, and eternal happiness. Jnd they were alwajys 53 And were con- 
the templef tnat is, thev constantly attended 
there at proper times, and vvere daily present at blessing God, Amen. 

^3 the iiours of praye/^ praising and blessing Godf 
- both in hts house, an|l in their own retirements. ' 
yimen! May God alVjgys be praised by us, and * 
by all who receive his goVpcl, for the discoveries' 
and attestations of it, give^ to these his servants, 
and by them to us! y 

Mark And, in a few days aftof-this, (as will he shewn Mabk xvi, 20 . 
jtvi. 20 . more largely in the following history,) their And they went forth, 
ascended Lord, in remembrance of his promise “ht.Sofd?orK 
to them, sent down as a royal donative the ex- ing with Hicm, and 
traordinary influences of his Spirit upon them, contirmmg the word 
fully tofpialify them for that important office 
to which they were designed. Jnd going forth 
with this furniture, they preached the gospel 
every whete throughout the whole Roman em- 
])ire, and even among the barbarous nations, 
with umaiiing siiccess, the Lord^ according to 
his promise, working mth them^ and confirming 
the word of his grace by the sigiis and miracles 
whichJollm'cd it; which were at once the most 
solid, as well as the most obvious and popular 
demonstrations of those Divine truths which they 
delivered. Amen! So may the presence of the 
Lord be always with his faithful ministers! and 
■ may his gospel be attended every where with 
efficacy and success, as well as with convincing 
evidences of its Divine authority ! 

John ^tnd thus we have given a summary account xxi. 25 .- 
»xi. 25 of tlie roost remarkablef passages of the life of are also 

Christ during the time of bis abode on earth: whicii.iesiisdid, [and 
but after all, it must be considered only as a spe- many other signs uu- 
ciinen, rather than a full narration: for there are 
alsomany other things thatfesui said and did, and 

^ And they viere altnoys in the temple.^ was abut up Compare Luke ii. 37, Vo1 
Some have imagined, (byeompariiig this I. p. 76. and John xviii. 20. Vol. II. p. 
with Acts i,,A3, 14.) that the apostles 303.) They prubabJy joined their voices 
dwelt for sirmii time afterwards in an up- with t)ie chorus of the Levites, as no doubt 
per cUamberof the temple; buttheyhad other pious Israelites did; and must sure- 
no such interest with the priests, as toal- iy, frptn wbat tliey had already seen and 
low us to suppose they would permit known, have learnt to use many of the 
them to lodge in an apartment of the psalnnssung by them, in amuch sublimer 
temple. R i» sufTK ient that they were sense than the generality of the peoplr^r 
always there at the proper seasons; for it could. , » j 

u well known, Uiat by night tlie temple 



_ I 

These things are tmtkn, that zee ma}i believe. 

• ^ 

ly aid Jesus in the indeed ZMnu Other Signs miracles, that' 7 cm' 
pier*«hi”h 'are not "^^ought both before and after his resurrection, 
«riiteii in this book j inifie fresenqe of his disciples j zehieh are not 
the « hiui, if tiiey iioc/t of the four evangelists, which 

SeJy onSj I M.p'pS Completed; and wAfcA indeed are so nu- 

ihat even tifi; woiid incFOus, that if cvei'i/ on^of them] should be re- 
lUeif could not con. cordcd iii all its circuorffaijces, 1 am persuaded 

Jhmiid''’bli°'’intte!!! amyfnt to SO vast a bulk, that 

I John XX. 30.] the world itself wouk ziot be able to receive the 

booh that should he written ; but the very size of 
the volumes would necessarily |>revcnt the ge¬ 
nerality of mankind from procuring or reading 
Jobs XX. 31. But them** dlut these most neccssjiry and import- 

!!'T things are xvritten, in this plain way, and in 

that u‘might belittle , 

that jokiii Is the this portable volume, not merely that the reader 
<:hn!>t, iiie Son of may be amused by so curious a story, but that 
Hi^-'*’ the hope, and the piety of Christians, 

life Miroiltfil '^his confirmed; and especially that you may 

nanio. (Ameu ] John more firmly and assuredly believe that Jesus is 
Ail.—.•,) j * Messiah, the Son of God, partaking of the 

same Divine glory with the Father, and the 
sure object of Ins people’s confidence; and that 
believing it,yow may be so inrtuenced by bis in¬ 
structive discourses, bis complete example, and 
his dying love, that you may have eternal life 
through his name. And may God grant, that as 
it IS all most certain!} and circumstantially true, 
so it may have tfial happy effect upon all those 
, by whom this history is perused, from ago to 
at>c! Amen. 


SECT.* 
ccur. 
'-'vw;’'' 
John 
XX. 35 


IMPUOVEMENT. 

Thus did our victorious Saviour ascend on high, and lead Luke 
captivity captive: the chariots <f God which attended him vvere*^*'- 

>• *''he Mifd ihtlf would not he able to John knew the unbelieving «oitd would 
ri‘a‘}u th‘ niioki, X,t.] There would be. reject mon what he had will, tliih e luld 
no gnat Mil iin'Ciiienec m alloiving an he no reahon for Ins writing no tnoic.— 
hvperbole lieio, a!,uiu.>toxpu^ilot.sdu, of Perhaps it may be a most ilcligiitliil 
whirh WG meet with other instaiiecs in partof theeiilertainmciit of the heavenly 
scripture (sec Oen ki. 4; Nuaih, xiii world, toleam fiom our blessed Lord 
33; ami comp tre John xii. 19 ) fiat I himself, or from those nhoconrersed with 
tliink the ‘.eiiae given in the paraphrase him on eartli, a multitude pf niieli piirti- 
casier .itid more suited to the reinarkahle culars of his lift, as will W well wojtli v 
plainness of St. John’s style. Klsuercx- oui evcri.istmg admiration. In tlit. nitan 
pla. r>t this pasibage, ab if the evangelist time, Ihe p'ous and attentive study of 
had bald, “ If they were all to tie parti- what is here recorded, may luost happily 
(nl.irly written, the imbelieving world prcp.irc us for budi discoverp:'>. and add 
“ V ui.ld net admit them, so as to be mov- an uiuittei.ablc relish to them - Amen > So 
“ ed by them ti faith and obedience'* mayitbe, to ibe Author of this K\pusitioii, 

And he j)i odiict s instanee. in which y w- and to all those who do, or may pei lu-o ir' 
f'./ lias such a signification. But, as 





Rcjlcctions on the great design of the gospel. 


Acts! 9i 


sr.cE. twentij thousand ^ even thousands of angels! (Psal. Ixviii. n, Iji^) 
ccHT. and being gone into heaven, he is there seated on the right hand 
'^of God; angels and authorities, and powers being i^ade suhject-io ' 
him; (I Pet, iii. 22.) Let us his humble followers look after 
lOhiiu with holy joy aiul pleasing expectation; congratulating his 
triuinpiis, and trnstinWhrough his grace to share them. 

apostles, Jetyis bow down and worship him; and, 
wltile we continue here b&'ow, let us make it our daily labour ■ 
and care to seek those things which are above, where Christ sit~ 
teth at the right hand (f God;* {Col. iii, i.) And instead of 
. amusing ourselves with the vain dreams of temporal grandeur 
• Airts i. 7and felicity, or witli curious inquiries after those times and sea¬ 
sons which the Father halhreseived in his own power, let us ap¬ 
ply with vigour and zeal to that business which he has as¬ 
signed us, labouring to the utmost to promote his gospel, and 
, . by a diligent improvement of our time and opportunities, to 
11 prepare for his final appearance, when the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven, with more public splendour than he re¬ 
turned thither, and shall come in the glory of his Father, and 
his own glory, with a majestic pomp which every eye shall see, 
and witli tlie sound of a trumpet, which even all the natioub of 
the dead shall hear. 

In ilie nriean time, let us thankfull}' own his gracious presence 
with his diaciples, wliom he left behind him; and with admiring 
gratitude reflect upon the happy cuuscquenccs of that presence, 
in the istahlishment of the gospel in the world, and the trans- 
inibsioii of it even unto us, in so remote an age and country. 

Let us especially praise him for the.se sacred records which 
contain such an authentic and exact account of those impor¬ 
tant lacts m which we are all so nearly concerned; records in¬ 
comparably more valuable than the writings of our private es¬ 
tates, or ine charters of our public liberties. Let us earnestly 
pray, that their great design may be answered m us; and 
make it our importunate request to Him who is the giver tf all 
grace, that through the operations of that Holy Spirit, without 
the influence of which even scripture itself, with all our advaVi-'^- 
tages for understanding and im]»roving it, will be but a sealed 
book, or a dead letter, our faith may be nourished and confirmed 
by every portion of it which we read; and that our hearts may 
be so delivered into the mould of his word, that believing on 
Cki'ist, under all the characters he bears, we may have life 
through his name; and may at length receive the end of our 
faith, in the complete salvation of our souls, through him, t( 
whom with the Father, and the eternal Spirit, be undivided h -. 
nours, aud everlasting praises. Amen, and Amen! 
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